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MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 12th December 2018, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley, S Mundy, Y Pullen, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Apologies: Cllr L Mayes 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 
There were no items recorded.   

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The Chair has received correspondence promoting Neighbourhood Plans.  
There are still grants and help available to get them started.  J Hawkins will 
forward the e-mail to the Clerk so that it can be circulated to all Parish 
Councillors. It was suggested that the Clerk prepares a full page advert for the 
Rowde Village News. A Neighbourhood Planning group would need to have a 
strong cohort of people with its own Chair, separate from the Parish Council.  

 It was agreed that C Stevens would be the Parish Councillor with responsibility 
for finance.  

 
 
JH & 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

4. Public Question Time 

 The hedge along the High Street at the entrance to the track to St Matthew’s 
Church needs cutting back.  It was agreed to ask Bawden’s to cut this back as it 
is along a public footpath.  

 Repairs are needed to one of the gates along the footpath adjacent to the 
bridlepath off Sands Lane. The Clerk will contact the landowner to ask for the 
repairs to be done.   

 A resident on Springfield Road was unable to exit her drive on the recent Open 
Studio Day due to parking issues.  

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

5. Wiltshire Council Update 
Focusing on the Future: The Chair and the Clerk attended a session hosted by 
Wiltshire Council in the Devizes Hub on 26th November 2018. The key messages from 
the evening were: 

 There is more pressure on money: a reduction in government funding and an 
increased demand for services. More services are required for children, older 
people, adults and children with disabilities. They need expensive packages of 
care.  

 £20 million of savings needs to be found in the next year from a total budget 
of £370 million.  

 Wiltshire Council is looking to do things in a different way, for example using 
more digital technology for people to make payments.  

 Wiltshire Council will be ten years old next year. Its visions and priorities have 
not changed. They will always protect people who are vulnerable.  

 Wiltshire is a buoyant county. It is one of the safest places to work and live 
and visit.  

 One of Wiltshire’s key issues is not unemployment but low value jobs.  

 Wiltshire Council will look after statutory duties but they are looking to Parish 
Councils to carry out more tasks in their own areas, for example managing 
public toilets, emptying public bins and grass cutting. 
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Update on the plans for Rowdeford School 
The future of special schools in the North of the county was discussed at the Cabinet 
meeting of Wiltshire Council on 27th November 2018. The Chair and the Clerk 
attended the meeting.  
The Chair of the Parish Council spoke in support of Rowdeford School and the 
proposed expansion. After much debate from representatives and supporters of all 
three schools involved, the Cabinet voted to increase provision at Rowdeford School 
and to close St Nicholas’ School in Chippenham and Larkrise School in Trowbridge. 
The proposals included investing around £20m in two new centres of excellence in 
the county which would be purpose-built .The new and extended campuses were 
proposed for Rowdeford, near Devizes, and Exeter House, Salisbury. The SEND schools 
in Trowbridge and Chippenham would close in 2023 when the new schools were 
operational. All pupils and staff from Trowbridge and Chippenham would come 
together at Rowdeford. The new schools would also work with mainstream schools to 
help them with pupils with SEND. 

 A member of the Parish Council audience commented that expansion at the 
school will increase traffic through Rowde. It is thought that in the main, the 
traffic will approach the school from the Chippenham direction.  

 Wiltshire Council has said that it will be able to employ a full time traffic co-
ordinator to ensure the best journeys for the children involved, causing the 
least impact on the local roads.    

Bromham Neighbourhood Plan: Bromham has been designated a Neighbourhood 
Plan Area with signals Bromham Parish Council’s intention to embark on the process 
of producing a Neighbourhood Plan.  
Animal Licensing: At the recent Devizes Area Board meeting on 19th November 2018, 
information was shared on the changes to animal licensing laws. A new licensing 
regime for animal licensing took effect from 1 October 2018. Animal based activities 
which will require a licence include:  

  Selling animals as pets (or with a view to their being later resold as pets) in the 
course of a business 

  Providing or arranging for the provision of accommodation for other people’s cats 
or dogs in the course of a business on any premises where the provision of that 
accommodation is a purpose of the business ( This includes home boarding). 

  Hiring out horses in the course of a business for either riding, instruction in riding, 
or both.  

 Breeding three or more litters of puppies in any 12-month period; or breeding dogs 
and advertising a business of selling dogs. 

  Keeping or training animals for exhibition in the course of a business, for 
educational or entertainment purposes, either to any audience attending in person, 
or by the recording of visual images of them by any form of technology, or both.  
Further details can be obtained at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/licences-permits-
animal 
Queries should be directed to the Public Protection North team at Wiltshire Council: 
publicprotectionnorth@wiltshire.gov.uk / or 01249 706555 
Wiltshire Sites Allocation Plan  

 Wiltshire Council submitted the draft Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan 
along with a scheduled of proposed changes to the Secretary of State for 
examination in July 2018.  Wiltshire Council has since received a procedural 
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letter from the Inspector, which prompted Wiltshire Council to undertake a 
focused consultation on the ‘Schedule of Proposed Changes’ to the plan. This 
consultation has been extended to 22nd January 2019 for all parishes to have 
time to respond.  

 Comments can be made on the ‘soundness’ and legal compliance of the 
proposed changes only. Respondents should not seek to introduce new 
matters.  

 The documents can be viewed at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-
whsap.   

 The two main changes to the settlement boundary in Rowde include: 
1. To “amend pre-submission settlement boundary to retain the existing 
settlement boundary and include the redundant farm building. This is set back 
from the edge of the settlement and surrounded on three sides by residential 
development”. This relates to land at Malthouse Farm. The Parish Council did 
not wish to contest this extension to the settlement boundary as they have 
already agreed in principle to building on land at Malthouse Farm.  
2. To “amend pre-submission settlement boundary to include new dwellings 
on land to the south of Silverlands Road. This is built residential development 
that is physically related to the settlement’. The Parish Council agreed that 
extending the settlement boundary at Reed Place was a good idea.  

The Clerk will circulate the details of the consultation to the Parish Council and put 
the details on the village website and on the village noticeboards.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 14th November 2018. 
The minutes are accepted as accurate: proposed by C Stevens, seconded by L Wills     
All Councillors who were present were in favour of accepting them as a true record. 

 

7. Matters arising & actions from the Parish Council meeting held on 14th November 
2018 

 The Clerk has reported a faulty streetlight outside of 27 Tower View. Wiltshire 
Council’s street lighting department is corresponding with a local resident 
about cutting back foliage around the light before the lamp can be repaired.  

 The Clerk has instructed repairs on the small playing ground. The basketball 
hoop has been graffitied. There is a loose bolt on the climbing wall and a 
toddler’s car has been dumped into the ball spinner.  

 The Clerk has reported the broken drain opposite the Tanis Farmhouse on 
Conscience Lane.  

 The Clerk has reported the broken drain on the road by 12 Devizes Road. This 
area floods whenever there is heavy rain.  

 A minor repair is needed on the first bridge on the permissive path from the 
Rowdey Cow to Marsh Lane. S Mundy has agreed to carry out the repair.  

 The Parish Steward has tarmacked the holes which were left by the damaged 
wooden posts on the uncontrolled crossing point on the High Street, by the 
bus shelter. This repair is not flush with the ground and is now a trip hazard. 
This matter has now been reported to Wiltshire Council by the Clerk.  

 J Dalley has received contact details of someone who can help with repairs to 
the village sign on Marsh Lane.  

 The Clerk is still waiting for confirmation on whether the new Cul de Sac signs 
for Springfield Road include installation costs and VAT.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S Mundy 
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 The Community Area Transport Group will consider the Parish Council’s 
request for a white T bar at the entrance to the first close on Springfield Road, 
off Marsh Lane. They will next meet in February 2019.  

 The Clerk responded to the licensing department to confirm they had no 
objections to the application by Devitera to sell alcohol directly on site. 
Concerns were raised though about pedestrian access to the brewery. 

 The Parish Council recommends that landlords create a bin store for residents 
and tenants. It was agreed that the Parish Council would not become involved 
with this issue as often residents are restricted for space to put their bins.   

 The new public bin on the Hill has been used to dispose of party rubbish, 
possibly from a party held in the Village Hall. All Village Hall users are 
reminded to take their rubbish home with them.  

 The Rowde Village News is moving to bi-monthly issues from February 2019. 
There will be six issues per year. There were some concerns about ways to 
communicated with the village if the magazine only comes out every two 
months. The Parish Council asked if they could support the Village News with a 
further contribution and if so how much money would be needed to maintain 
the current print run. The Clerk will contact the editor of the Rowde Village 
News.  

The Common 

 The Canal and River Trust are at present unable to progress an agreement with 
a neighbouring landowner and they need both easements in place to give 
access rights to the Feeder. The Clerk will update Awdry, Bailey Douglas with 
details of the change of Parish Council Chair to John Hawkins. 

 The Chair updated the meeting on the question of ownership of the Common. 
The registration document says that the Parish Council owns it in ‘fee simple’. 
There is someone occupying a field that is registered to the Parish Council. It 
was suggested that the Parish Council finds out who is using the field and what 
they are using it for.  

 The Chair has received a request from a landowner to put scalpings across the 
entrance to their field over the Common. Y Pullen agreed to speak with the 
respondent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PC 
 
 
Y.Pullen 
 

8.  Village Infrastructure 
Initial proposal by Wiltshire Council to extend Council House Build Programme 
Phase II to Reed Place.  

 Central government has made funds available to local authorities to construct 
further housing to assist the countries affordable housing need. Wiltshire 
Council would like to develop more affordable housing across the county, and 
as such are assembling a second phase of house building which currently 
proposes 49 homes across 16 potential sites through the county.  

 Six bungalows were recently constructed on land south of Silverlands Road. 
The remainder of the field was retained by Wiltshire Council. There is a plot to 
the east of Reed Place which offers further development potential for another 
small number of homes. Wiltshire Council has asked whether the proposal 
would be supported by the Parish Council. If there was support, the next 
phase would be to carry out an affordable housing need in the village.  

 There was support amongst the Parish Council for the development of one to 
two bedroom affordable houses in the village. It would require detailed 
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consultation on the type of dwelling that would be built. There was also 
concern raised that the last development of bungalows in Reed Place did not 
benefit as many people from the village as they had been intended to. It was 
asked what the criteria would be for someone from the village to qualify for 
one of the new homes.  

 It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Wiltshire Council and request a 
local affordable needs housing survey for the village.  

Future of Silverlands Play Area 

 Wiltshire Council do not have a maintenance funding budget for play areas. 
There is only money available for inspections which is why broken items or 
equipment are not repaired or replaced.  

 There is a £1000 grant available to parish councils if they wish to register their 
interest in taking over maintenance of play areas.  

 The Parish Council agreed in principle to take over the maintenance of the play 
area in Silverlands (proposed by I Whittaker-Axon, seconded by J Dalley). The 
Clerk will confirm what the terms and conditions of the hand over will be and 
whether lease terms will be involved.  

 As soon as Wiltshire Council has agreed in principle, the Parish Council will 
repair the swings and replace the springy bouncer.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. Highways – consideration of CATG responses 
Update on the proposal to create a footpath in Tanis 

 The Community Area Transport Group (CATG) was generally supportive of the 
request to create at footpath at the entrance of Conscience Lane. It is 
anticipated that the CATg and Rowde Parish Council can jointly fund the 
project. Due to the length of the pavement required, it is expected that the 
project will be considered as a substantive funding scheme which occurs every 
summer. Wiltshire Council will look at the design and potential costs.  

Discussion on further possible parking restrictions.  

  The Parish Council does not wish to request any further parking restrictions at 
this time 

Caen Hill Feasibility Study 

 Wiltshire Council has undertaken a review of Caen Hill and the junctions with 
the B3101 (to Rowde) and C244 (to Poulshot).  The data collected was used to 
inform a feasibility study looking at potential future changes on Caen Hill.  The 
project has now advanced to preliminary design stage and it is intended that 
Highways Officers will write formally to the interested Parish Council’s and 
Devizes Town Council in the New Year setting out the Council’s intended 
changes and seeking comment. 

 Rowde Parish Council welcomed seeing the results of the feasibility study and 
welcome changes to improve the safety of Caen Hill.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Village Appearance 
Progress report on village Christmas tree & costs 

 Thanks were given to J Dalley, J Hawkins, S Mundy, I Whittaker-Axon, Y Pullen 
and D Pullen for erecting the Christmas tree which is sited at the Village Hall.  
There have been some problems with the lighting on the Christmas tree. 
Water may be getting into the cable.  
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 It was agreed that an external electricity point will be installed onto the side 
wall of the Village Hall in the New Year, with permission from the Village Hall 
Committee.  

 It was suggested that a permanent concrete base is installed which can be 
used each year to site the tree on. This was not decided upon at this stage.  

11. Village Publicity 
Rowde Village Walks leaflet 

 J Hawkins, S Mundy & the Clerk have met with Barrie Barrett regarding a 
possible revision of the Village Walks booklet which was written by B. Barrett.  

 There was some discussion about what size the booklet should be. It was 
suggested that the booklet is kept small so that it can be carried around whilst 
walking. It could have a plasticized cover with some OS maps included.  

 It was suggested that a larger version of the book with more comprehensive 
historical detail could be made available as a pdf document which could be 
available to download online.  

 The outline costs of reprinting the current booklet range from £380 - £580. 

 It was suggested that people from the village may like to become involved 
with the project and that a separate group could be formed to help revise and 
print the booklet. The Clerk will contact B Barrett and then write an article for 
the Village News if appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

12. Planning Matters 

 The tender document to demolish the pavilion is still being worked on by the 
Chair, the Clerk and S Mundy.  

 
 

 13. Allotments Update 

  There are no updates on the allotments. C Stevens has turned the water off 
for the winter.  

 The gate will be replaced in the spring. 

 
 
 
 

14. Facebook Update 

 Proposed closure of Oxenwood: Youth Action Wiltshire is now the preferred 
bidder. Provision at Braeside will move to Lackham College.  

 Comments have been posted about parking on grass verges around Springfield 
Road.   

 

15. Financial matters & monthly invoices for November (total £2,190.04).  
Payment for invoices were proposed by C Stevens, seconded by L Wills. All councilors 
were in favour.  
 

November invoices breakdown 
Admin costs:  £1,216.30 
Grounds maintenance: £ 495.42 
Christmas tree safety: £332.23 
  
Total: £2, 043.95 
 

 A first draft budget was presented to the Parish Council. The full budget 
working papers will be presented at the Parish Council meeting in January.  

 

16. Correspondence  
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 Correspondence has been received about parking on grass around Springfield 
Road. It was noted that the Police should not be called to deal with such 
parking issues.   

 A resident has tripped on the raised tarmac which has been used to fill the 
holes created by the damaged wooden posts at the uncontrolled crossing 
point on the High Street. This has been reported to Wiltshire Council as a trip 
hazard. 

 The Clerk has received an e-mail asking about the village’s response to the 
proposed development Rowdeford School.   

17. Date of next meeting 
 Next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th January 2019 for 

precept setting.  

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


