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 MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 13th March 2019, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills   
Cllr L Mayes, Cllr Cuthbert. 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Apologies: S Mundy , Y Pullen 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 
No business interests were registered.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 
  There has been no interest from anyone wishing to be involved with a Village 

Plan. There needs to be a group of around 8 – 9 people to start the process.  
 Mr Stuart Taylor observed the meeting with a view to becoming a Parish 

Councillor.  

 
 

4. Public Question Time 

 A follow up question was asked about the damaged culvert in Tanis, opposite 
Tanis Farmhouse. This has been reported to Wiltshire Council. Their 
streetworks team are following up the report with the Utilities company.  

 A resident expressed concern about the play area in Silverlands. The swings 
were removed by Wiltshire Council over a year ago. The springy piece of play 
equipment has been removed a lot longer. The base unit has been retained 
and it is concerned to be a trip hazard.  

      The Parish Council has registered its interest in taking over the 
management of the play area. Cllr Cuthbert noted that as the area was in a 
poor condition, this would help to move the matter along more quickly. Cllr 
Cuthbert will request that the matter is expedited.   

 
 
 
 
  
 

5. Wiltshire Council Update – with Cllr Mayes & Cllr Cuthbert 

 Wiltshire Council has approved their budget and set a 2.99% increase in 
Council tax.  

 The Special Schools programme is continuing with plans to close Larkrise and 
St Nicholas’ schools and open a new school on the site of Rowdeford School.  

 A legal case is being made against Wiltshire Council stating that the Council 
has not followed due process during the consultation for special schools. The 
result will be decided soon.  

 There is a motion by Wiltshire Council to acknowledge a climate emergency 
and to seek carbon neutrality by 2030. 

 Wiltshire Council is unanimously committed to welcoming up to 100 refugee 
children over the next 10 years, as part of the national ‘Safe Passage Our 
Turn’ campaign to call on central government to fund foster places. There is 
some concern about the shortage of existing foster carers in Wiltshire. A plea 
was made for anyone who can give a child a loving home, to come forward.  

 Cllr Cuthbert thanked the residents of Rowde for supporting her through her 
absence. Cllr Cuthbert also thanked Cllr Mayes for covering for her in her 
absence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 13th February 2019 
The minutes are accepted as accurate: proposed by C Stevens, seconded L Wills 
All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true record.  

 

7. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 13th February 2019 

 The Housing Needs Survey for Rowde is scheduled to take place from 
12th March - 15th April, in order to inform phase II of the affordable housing 
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proposal by Wiltshire Council.  The Clerk has collected the survey forms from 
County Hall and with the Parish Councillors will deliver a form to every house 
in the parish. Please complete and return your survey in the envelope 
provided.  

 The volunteer who has planted the planter on Marsh Lane at the junction with 
Rowde Court Road is happy to plant it up for Spring but will be unable to 
maintain it after that. A budget of £50 was approved by the Parish Council for 
new plants.  

 Clerk will meet with the housing representative for Aster for Rowde to discuss 
overgrown hedges that may be the responsibility of Aster.  

 The Clerk has enquired about purchasing salt and new grit bins for the village. 
The Clerk will follow up on this.   

 The Clerk replied to the Wiltshire Parent Carer Council (WPCC) to confirm their 
original response to the consultation on Special Schools.  

 The Clerk has spoken to the planning officer at Wiltshire Council regarding the 
planning application: 19/01258/FUL to build ancillary animal shelters on land 
off Rowde Common.  The Clerk was told that the applicants have been advised 
to submit further drawings. The Clerk expressed concern to Wiltshire Council 
about the proposed access to the site, which would have to go across the 
Common.  

 The Clerk and the Chair have met to look at historic records of the Common. 
The Chair and Clerk will summarise and collate the important documents and 
share them with Parish Councillors for consideration.  

 The Clerk has reported the ‘Reed Place’ sign as damaged to Wiltshire Council. 
This will be referred to the Community Area Transport Group (CATG).  

 The streetlight on pavement outside of 27 Tower View has been repaired, with 
thanks to a local resident for facilitating this.  

 The Clerk circulated copies of Rowde’s local emergency plan which is in need 
of updating. The Clerk will update the document as far as possible and 
circulate to the next meeting for consideration. 

 A Councillor noted that the A342 road continues to flood outside of 12 Devizes 
Road. Wiltshire Council has reported that the drain there has been repaired. 
However, the area still continues to flood; the drain has collapsed. The whole 
section of road needs repairing, as the tarmac is rippled and damaged 
opposite Rowde Primary School. It was requested that the Clerk reports this to 
CATG.  

 A report has been made that the GPO box imbedded in the path by West End 
Farm is damaged. The Clerk has been asked to report this to Openreach.  

 The track to the pavilion needs attention. It was agreed to spend up to £500 
on re-tarmacking the track (Proposed by L Wills, seconded by C Stevens. 
Agreed by all Parish Councillors).  

 The Clerk was asked to check about when the bin on Cock Road at the junction 
with the Village Hall will be moved. The Clerk has already requested for this 
bin to be relocated to the entrance of Marsh Lane by the High Street.  
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8.  Planning matters 

 At the request of Rowde Parish Council, the chosen contractor has lodged an 
application to demolish the pavilion, (19/02119/DEM). The process will take 
six weeks to complete. All of the equipment inside the pavilion must be 
cleared before the demolition work starts.  
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 19/01982/FUL Oakwood Stud, Marsh Lane: for the use of land and stables for 
a new equine business; extension to stables; erection of storage barn; 
stationing of mobile home (resubmission of 18/02904/FUL).  

 The Parish Council supported the original application, with conditions 
regarding hedgerow planting.  A Councillor has provided a written comment 
on the application and re-iterated the importance of increasing the hedgerow 
planting which would help to mitigate the negative impacts of losing the 
natural habitat elsewhere on the site.  

 Concerns were raised about the extent of the hard standing being proposed 
for parking. The effect this non-permeable surface would have on the natural 
habitat needs to be considered. It was questioned whether such an area of 
large hard standing is really required.  

 A concern was raised about why there no plans for taking trade waste off the 
site. Also, when washing the horses and stables out there will be a lot of drain 
off water which is only going to be dealt with by a soak away. It was thought 
that this was not sufficient drainage for the site.  

 The applicants attended the meeting and confirmed that the business would 
be just a small livery, not a full livery. They plan to live permanently on site, to 
reduce travelling to and from the site. They stated that they need to live on 
site to ensure the safety of the horses. Their business does not need the 
number of stables planned nor the full 14 parking spaces. The applicants said 
they had been advised by Wiltshire Council to include this in their application. 
They do not intend to create all of the stables or parking spaces. The Parish 
Council queried whether the mobile home is needed if the extra stables and 
parking spaces are not going to be created. 

 To summarise, the Parish Council is sympathetic to the business starting up 
and supports the application. However, they had concerns about the number 
of stables and parking spaces proposed for the size of the site and the 
environmental impact this will cause; the lack of provision for drainage and 
trade waste and queried the need for a permanent mobile home on site if the 
building work is not carried out. 

New Premises Licence 

 The Scooter Rally has applied for a premises licence for the large playing field 
for their event in July. 

 
 

9. Highways Updates 
Caen Hill Scheme.  

 The Clerk has reported the faulty street lighting on Caen Hill at the Marsh Lane 
junction. There is a scheme being developed for this junction and street 
lighting will be looked at as part of it. There is a proposal to introduce traffic 
signal controls at both C244 Devizes Road and B3101 Marsh Lane junctions. 
Plans will follow in the summer.  

Parking problems 

 Problems are being caused for residents by school traffic parking in Springfield 
Road, Silverlands Road, Ferris Close and Reed Place.  

 It was asked if the school has changed their access rules. There was discussion 
around the original plans for the school and what was submitted in the travel 
plan for how children would access the school. It was thought that all cars 
were intended to enter the car park.  There is a safety concern for children 
navigating parked cars around the village. It was agreed that the Clerk & L 
Wills would request access to the original planning application for the school.   
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Dropped kerbs 

 The Chair, J Dalley, I Whittaker-Axon and the Clerk met to discuss dropped 
kerbs in the village.  

 Thank you to Pete & Wendy Williams for supplying information relating to the 
footpath survey that was undertaken in 2010. The original survey mapped out 
all dropped kerbs needed in the village.  

 The Parish Council, in conjunction with HfT, has prioritised the dropped kerbs 
that it considers to be most essential at this time. The Clerk will apply to CATG 
for permission and funding towards the dropped kerbs needed. 
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10. Grounds Maintenance Contract  

 Tender documents were sent out to four contractors for the new grounds 
maintenance contract for the village (2019-2021). The Parish Council has 
received four responses. Representatives from the Parish Council will meet 
separately to discuss the content of the bids and make a recommendation for 
a preferred contractor at the next meeting.  

 The Clerk will check with the current contractor about whether a cut is due 
before the end of March.  

 The Clerk has requested that the new grounds contract must include cutting 
the grass before the scooter event in the first week of July.  
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11. Village Appearance 
The Hill 

 A survey has been put onto the Parish Council Facebook page asking for 
suggestions regarding the surfacing on the Hill. Some responses included re-
turfing; planting a wild flower meadow, scarifying and re-seeding; adding a 
banked planter.   

 The Parish Council is still pursuing quotes to re-turf the Hill. There are 
concerns about the depth of the soil and how effective re-turfing will be.  

Best Kept Village Competition 

 It has been agreed by the Parish Council not to enter the Best Kept Village 
competition this year. The Parish Council worked hard on the clean up last 
year and this was not recognised in the competition. The Parish Council will 
consider whether to enter next year.  

Road sweeper 

 It was asked if the Clerk could arrange for a road sweeper, preferably with a 
rip brush, to come through the village (Proposer by C Stevens, seconded by J 
Dalley). The proposed route would be: High Street, Devizes Road, West End 
Farm Rowdeford School, Lakeside, Tanis, Springfield Road, Marsh Lane, and 
Rowde Court Road.  

 It was asked if the sweep could take place in dry weather. It was also proposed 
that flyers are put onto car windows, especially in Marsh Lane to notify them 
of when the sweep will take place.  

 Residents are encouraged to clean up outside their properties. This would 
contribute greatly to the overall village appearance. 
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12. Allotments Update 

 Two allotment holders have been identified as not attending to their plots. 
The Clerk will write to them about this.  

 The allotment tenancy agreements will be sent out to all allotment holders 
shortly.  

 There is feedback that allotment holders do not require a toilet when the 
pavilion is demolished.  

 
Clerk 
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13. Communications update 
Facebook Update 

  There were no further matters to update on.  
Twinning group 
The Bromham/Rowde & Ingrandes-le-Fresne-sur-Loire twinning group are holding 
their AGM meeting on Tuesday 26th March 2019 at 7.00pm at Homestead. J Hawkins 
has agreed to attend. It was asked if there is a benefit to the Parish Council to attend. 
The Parish Council considers it helpful in communicating with our neighbouring 
village, Bromham. 

 
 
 
 
 
JH 

14. Financial matters & monthly invoices for February (total £2,059.21).  
Payment for invoices were proposed by C Stevens, seconded by L Wills.  All 
Councillors were in favour.  
February invoices breakdown  
Admin costs: £ 1,214.88 
Grounds maintenance: £500.80 
Website fees/stationery/Allotment water rates: £343.53 
Total: £2,059.21 

 A further invoice of £91.31 for Viking stationery was approved at the Parish 
Council meeting.   

 
 
 
 
 

16. Correspondence 
Police update for Rowde  

 There was advice for victims of fraud; and also advice on how to handle a 
dispute with your neighbor.  

 In Rowde, on 6th February a vehicle was stopped on A342, Rowde. The owner 
had no insurance and the driver was over the alcohol limit. The driver was 
arrested and taken into custody.  

Back in Time – BBC television programme is looking for a rural family to take part in 
their television series. They are looking for a family to immerse themselves in the past 
world of rural village life. They are filming the series in the region over the school 
summer holidays 2019 and are looking for a new family to take part and go back in 
time: those with memories of, or connections to, the countryside and village life. For 
more information and to apply please visit: walltowall.co.uk. Families must be UK 
residents and have a minimum of three children, ideally aged 8+.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. Date of next meeting 
 Next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd April 2019 (please 

note, it will be the first Wednesday of the month, due to the Easter holidays). 
 The next Area Board Meeting will be held on Monday 18 March 2019 at 

Devizes Hub and Library, Sheep Street  

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


