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  MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 11th October 2017, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), B Bentley, J Dalley, J Hawkins, P Lucas, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills 
 24 members of the audience.  
Cllr Cuthbert present.  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies: S Howard-Ames   

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

 Cllr B Bentley registered an interest in item 6: Malthouse Farm planning application, 
and recused himself from the discussion.   

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The Chair noted that this is the second time that a proposed development on land at 
Malthouse Farm has been discussed recently at a Parish Council meeting.  

 It was noted that this application is proposing to build on a semi derelict farmyard; the 
buildings of which are in a bad state of repair and the land has not been farmed 
recently.  

 The Chair commented that the Parish Council considers each planning application as it 
stands before them and can not consider anything other than the facts placed before 
them. Councillors can not presuppose what might occur in the future.   

 

4. Public Question time 

 It was commented that ‘The Hill’ was looking in good condition, with thanks to C 
Stevens and J Dalley for all of their hard work on it. A kind offer has been received to 
paint the benches on ‘The Hill’.   

Discussion on the proposal to build on land at Malthouse Farm 
The following concerns were raised by members of the audience in regards to the planning 
application: 

 Concerns about pedestrian safety; traffic congestion. These concerns were raised in 
previous planning applications made in 1997 & 2006.   

 A widened entrance to the site from Cock Road will encourage people to park on the 
road, and increase parking and traffic problems in the area. 

 Concern about access to one of the plots off Bunnies Lane. 

 Consideration of the need for new houses. It was stated by a member of the audience 
that the Devizes Area has met its need for new housing in the area.  

 The wish to preserve the historic environment of Bunnies Lane. In terms of the 
Wiltshire Strategy, it was asked how Wiltshire Council is going to preserve and enhance 
the heritage aspects of this setting. It was said that the Village agreed to put a Heritage 
sign up in the village and that should be respected.  

 It was considered that there are better opportunities to develop affordable housing on 
land at Manor Farm.  

 It was asked whether a heritage assessment has been completed for the application.  

 It was noted that there are four listed buildings in the context of the site, where the 
application only lists two: Myrtle Farm & Ashwins Barn. Myrtle Farm dates back to 
1600s 

 A comment was made regarding the site plan and that the plan it should show all of the 
houses to the side of the proposed development to show the full impact of the 
development.  

 
 
 
 
 

  



2 

 

 The paddock has been used for grazing and agriculture for over 200 years. The area 
provides a tranquil setting for walkers and horse riders.  

 Height of the embankment overlooking Myrtle Farm. Proposed plot 6 will be sited 16 
metres away from Myrtle Farm. It will be situated on top of an embankment which will 
make that house stand 9.3 metres tall over Myrtle Farm. Myrtle Farm is a one and a 
half storey building. Photos were circulated of a car sited below the embankment 
opposite Myrtle Farm 

The Chair noted the following:  

 The developers have compromised on the number of houses they would like to build, 
reducing the number from 15 to 7. 

 It is speculative to say that further building will take place in the paddocks. 

 It is not a compelling argument to say that we do not want it.  

 The Parish Council represents the whole community and not only residents from 
Bunnies Lane and that the rest of the village residents were not proportionally 
represented and that the only letters opposing the application were received from 
residents from the areas adjacent to Malthouse Farm.   

 It was noted that there are falling numbers at the primary school and new homes could 
bring in more families.  

 It was asked if Wiltshire Council takes into consideration the Parish Council’s view.  
Response from Cllr A Cuthbert:  

 Wiltshire Council take into account what the Parish Council says, as one of its many 
consultees.  

 Cllr Cuthbert can ‘call this application in’, which means that the application will be 
decided upon by Wiltshire Council’s full planning committee, rather than delegated to 
planning officers. This will give local people a chance to put their case forward directly 
to the Committee.    

 There are a number of planning issues that could determine whether the application is 
called in. These have to be legitimate planning reasons.  

 The Parish Council is only one consultee. The village is hampered by the fact that it 
does not have a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 A Cuthbert noted that the developer did not come back to the village to discuss the 
proposal further when he said he would.  There was a question over whether the 
community has been listened to. Some of the residents’ requests have been included in 
the revised application.    

5. Planning Application 
17/08775/OUT Malthouse Farm: outline application for residential development of 7 
dwellings, including siting, access and parking 
The Parish Council discussed the application. The following comments were made: 

 There was concern about the height of the embankment overlooking Myrtle Farm.  

 It was asked whether maps showing topographical sight lines were available.  

 It was noted that the development would replace derelict farm buildings and would be 
infill.  

 It was agreed that it would have a detrimental effect to the owners of Myrtle farm. It 
was clarified that Myrtle Farm has six windows overlooking the proposed site.  

 There is concern that a larger developer may develop on the site if this proposal does 
not go through.  

 There is concern that Bunnies Lane is too narrow for additional traffic.  
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 There is concern for pedestrians accessing the site from Cock Road and Bunnies Lane 
without pavements.  

 There is concern that 20 parking spaces for 7 houses is not adequate and that parking 
on and off site will become a real problem. There is only a small amount of visitor 
parking allocated. 

 It was noted that the Parish Council has not received any detailed housing plans so 
does not know what type of property they are planning to build on the site.  

 It was commented that the development seems to sit into the environment and it does 
not appear to be over populating it.  The layout seems reasonable.  

 A request was made for new parking provision for current residents.  

 There was a debate about the volume of traffic that uses Cock Road. This will increase 
with new houses, deliveries, etc. The developers have conducted a traffic survey. 
Highways is one of most important consultees.  

The Parish Council voted to support the application with conditions (5 votes to 2 votes).  
The conditions were:  

 Lowering the embankment opposite Myrtle Farm.  

 Increasing the number of on-site parking spaces available.  

 To look at the positioning of no. 6. Could it be re-sited?  

 To include footpath provision on Cock Road 
Cllr Cuthbert agreed to inform the Parish Council if she decides to ‘call the application in’.  
Further update from Cllr A Cuthbert after discussion outside of the meeting with residents: 

 Cllr Cuthbert has agreed to ‘call the application in’ due to the amount of objections 
from residents adjacent to the site. Cllr Cuthbert said that the objectors have valid 
planning reasons to object. If the planning officer is minded to approve the planning 
application, Cllr Cuthbert will request that the application is considered instead by the 
planning committee of Wiltshire Council Councillors.  

It was requested that everyone maintains the maximum dignity whilst going through the 
process. 

7. Agree the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting on 13th September 2017   

 The minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting were agreed by C Stevens, 
seconded by B Bentley. All Councillors voted in favour.   

 

8. Matters arising & actions taken from the meeting 13th September 2017  
Planters 

 J Dalley, C Stevens & J Hawkins were thanked for rearranging the planters on the High 
Street, by Manor Farm and for filling them with soil. One of the planters has been re-
sited on Marsh Lane at the entrance to Rowde Court Road. 

 Jim Butler was thanked for donating the soil for the planters.  

 It was agreed to put litter bin on a post near to the planters on the High Street. The 
Clerk will cost the price of a new bin. A bench will also be sited there.  

Pavilion 

 A working party of J Daley, S Howard-Ames, L Wills, B Bentley and C Stevens will meet 
to discuss a way to move forward with the pavilion.  

Road signs/weight restriction 

 The Clerk has asked Wiltshire Council if there can be weight restriction placed on 
Springfield Road. This is being investigated by Wiltshire Council.  

 The Clerk has requested permission to put two ‘cul-de-sac’ signs at the entrances to the 
two closes off Springfield Road.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
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9. Wiltshire Council update 

 Area Board update: The Chair attended the Devizes Area Board meeting on 18th 
September 2017 in the Devizes Community Hub and Library.  

Waste consultation 

 Wiltshire residents are being asked to help shape a ten year strategy on how Wiltshire 
Council collects and manages household waste and recycling.  A consultation is now 
underway to get people’s views to ensure the strategy is representative of their 
opinions and enables them to reduce, re-use and recycle the waste they produce at 
home. The consultation is open until 14 November and can be 
found at http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/ . Following the consultation, the draft 
version of the strategy will be reported to environment select committee, cabinet, and 
full council for consideration and to be adopted.  

Parking Consultation 

 Local people are being asked to have their say on the options to review car parking 
charges in Wiltshire to help safeguard public transport and other services, with a 
consultation now underway. The proposals will allow investment in a number of 
technological and operational improvements to improve customer service. These 
include automatic number plate recognition for residents' parking zones, static cameras 
outside schools to improve safety and body worn cameras. 

 The consultation provides an opportunity for people to feedback their views on the 
options. The consultation is available on WC’s portal and will run until midnight on 23 
November. 
http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/parking_and_transport/car_parking_charges_co
nsultation 

 

10. Grounds Maintenance & Allotments 
Review of the monthly contracted grounds work maintenance 

 There are still concerns about the level of work that has been carried out by the current 
contractors. The grass cutting is due to stop in the next week. It was requested that the 
contractors inform us when they are on site.   

Update on the damaged hawthorn bushes at the Large Playing Field 

 The contractors have admitted damaging some of the hawthorn bushes planted in the 
boundary between the large playing field and the allotments. They have agreed to 
replace the damaged bushes with 30 plants which will be bigger in size, in November 
after the first frost.  

Update on repairs to fencing in the small playing field 

 The fencing in the small playing field at the boundary with Tower View has been 
repaired with a replacement post. The fence was still in good enough condition to be 
repaired.  

Suggestions for work to be carried out by the Parish Steward 

 A request was made for the Parish Steward to cut back the hedge along the footpath 
from Maundrell Close to the High Street [Request submitted by the Clerk].  

 Parish Councillors agreed to walk around the village and note down any hedges that are 
overhanging pavements, making it difficult for residents to walk safely.  

 Wiltshire Council advise that they would like hedge issues to be resolved by local 
neighbours where possible. If it is not possible, it is suggested that the Parish Council 
becomes involved in a friendly capacity. Wiltshire Council has produced a standard 
hedge letter which can be sent if neither of the two approaches above are successful.  

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
Clerk  

11. Highways Updates  

http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/
http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/parking_and_transport/car_parking_charges_consultation
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Update on the suggested footpath in Tanis 

 Some Parish Councillors have met with a representative from Wiltshire Council 
regarding the possibly of creating a footpath at the junction of Conscience Lane. The 
preference would be to create a footpath roadside, costs permitting.  

 The Clerk has had an initial meeting with a surveyor to discuss the possibility of having 
plans made of the potential path.  

 It was agreed that a small working party would meet to discuss this matter further (J 
Dalley & I Whittaker-Axon).  

 The Parish Council proposed (by J Dalley, seconded by B Bentley) that the Clerk can 
arrange for a survey to take place to the cost of £1000. JD, BB. Proposed. 

Traffic survey 

 L Wills was thanked for carrying out a survey of traffic travelling along Conscience Lane 
past Rowdefield Farm at rush hour times over a period of two weeks. 

 There was a reported hit and run accident on Conscience Lane w/c 9th October, 
whereby a motor cyclist was knocked off her bike into the ditch. The driver did not 
stop.  

 Cllr Cuthbert suggested that we contact Cllr Atiqul Hoque, Wiltshire Council Portfolio 
holder for Streetscene and ask if he will come out to visit Conscience Lane & Caen Hill. 
It was suggested to meet at P Lucas’s house at the bottom of Caen Hill.  

 
Wiltshire Council’s October Highways newsletter 

 A copy of this was circulated to Parish Councillors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
  

12. Facebook update 

 There have been complaints of dog waste being left in Silverlands Road, Rowde Court 
Road, and Bunnies Lane. The Clerk was asked to write to the Dog Warden.  

 
Clerk  

13.  Financial matters & monthly invoices for September (total: £1,748.82)  
Cheques for the invoices were proposed by L Wills, seconded by   C Stevens.                 
 
September invoices breakdown 
Admin costs  £1053.12 

Grounds maintenance £583.50 

Stationery £112.20 

Total: £1748.82 

  
Financial forecast 

 The Clerk presented a financial forecast to the end of the financial year 2018.  

 There will be an increase in the payroll software fees: £1.00 per employee increase per 
month.   

The Clerk will order the Remembrance wreath. S Mundy agreed to lay the wreath at the 

Remembrance Service at St. Matthew’s Church.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

14. Correspondence 
Police update 

 The Community Police Officers have updated the Parish Council that all dogs should be 
kept under proper control. Worrying livestock is an offence and the dog owner could 
find themselves being prosecuted should this occur. There has been a recent incident in 
Rowde which is being investigated.  
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 There have been several thefts reported in the area, including four alloy wheels in 
Close Lane; 38 sheets of building cladding.  

WWI tree planting 

 Wiltshire Council is running a project to plant trees to commemorate the end of the 
First World War. The Parish Council agreed that as the parish already has the Jubilee 
Woods that we would not participate in this new project.  

Oil Club 

 Details were shared of the Heating Oil Club. If anyone is interested in joining, please 
contact the Parish Clerk for more details.  

15. Election of Vice-Chair 
It was agreed that J Hawkins would become the Vice-Chair.  

 

16. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 8th November 
 2017, 7.30pm.  

 
 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


