
  

 Draft MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 13th April 2016, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), J Dalley, J Hawkins, G Sartin, A Seedhouse, C Stevens  
Clerk: R Jeffries 
County Councillor: A Cuthbert was not present (Apologies were sent) 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies – B Bentley, L Stewart  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
No business interests were recorded. 

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The importance of the Annual Village meeting on 11th May 2016 was noted.  

  

4. Wiltshire Council update 

 Cllr Cuthbert reported to the Chair in writing that Claire Perry, MP was planning to 
write to BT again to urge quicker action in Rowde. It was recommended that the 
Parish Council write to Claire Perry, MP regarding concern over the situation.  It 
was understood that fibre-optic broadband would be in the village by July & 
August 2016. 

 John Thomson at Wiltshire Council, who is responsible for the rural roll-out of 
fibre-optic broadband has been contacted again but there is nothing further that 
he can do to help. It is a commercial decision for BT.  

 The Chair suggested gathering a ‘non-committed expression of interest’ from 
villager through the Parish Council Facebook page. 

 It was noted that as the Government has declared that BT has met its target of 
reaching 90% completion, there seems to not be the same impetus to mop up 
areas that have been missed.    

 It was noted that the County-wide bus consultation has ended.  
 Highways faults can no longer be reported to a Wiltshire Council representative. 

The Parish Council must report all issues through the My Wiltshire App.  
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5. Public Question Time 

 A question was asked about the insurance element mentioned in the allotment 
tenancy agreement. The Clerk will investigate the Parish Council’s insurance policy 
for allotment coverage and report back to the Parish Council.  

 A member of the audience expressed disappointment that the ‘Clean for the 
Queen’ project and the village clean-up is not taking place. It was confirmed that if 
there is sufficient interest a village clean up can still take place.  

 A comment made at a previous parish council meeting, regarding the war 
memorial, has caused upset to a resident. The Chair confirmed that the comment 
related to the stone work of the memorial. The Parish Council apologised for the 
upset caused and thanked the resident for all of their hard work and expense that 
they have gone to in maintaining the war memorial so well. It was suggested that 
the stonework may need attention in the near future. It was proposed that the 
Parish Council should liaise with St. Matthew’s PCC.  

 A further concern was noted about the lack of fibre-optic broadband in the village.   

 It was asked who the Parish Councillor is with responsibility for footpaths. The 
Clerk responded that it is B Bentley. It was noted that the footpath in Tanis 
towards Rowdeford School (ROWDE6) can not be navigated. The Clerk will contact 
Paul Millard, from Wiltshire Council’s Rights of Way department, to report it. It 
was suggested that a team is formed to walk all of the footpaths in the village to 
note any fundamental problems. The Clerk will discuss the matter with B Bentley. 
It was noted that it is a condition of the farm payment scheme for farmers to 
upkeep footpaths across their land.  
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 A query was raised about the suggestion by the Parish Council to plant trees on 
the Large Playing Field to aid drainage. A question was asked about the intended 
height of the trees. The suggested trees would be around 2.5 – 3 metres. It was 
noted that a 3 metre Poplar tree can be purchased for £30.00. It was also noted 
that willow trees would be effective for drainage purposed. If the trees are 
eventually felled, the wood could be sold for the benefit of the village.  

6. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 9th March 2016.  
The minutes were approved by all Councillors and duly signed (proposed by C Stevens, 
seconded by J Hawkins). 

 

7. Actions arising from the Parish Council meeting on 9th March 2016  
Draining: quotes are being sourced to dig out the ditch that borders the Large Playing 
Filed with the bridleway.  A volunteer in the village has offered to repair the damaged 
pipe across the bridleway.  
Bus shelter near Conscience Lane: earth removed from the recently dug ditch next to the 
bus stop has been seeded to help firm the bank. A Parish Councillor requested that the 
excess earth is removed and the area re-instated to its former condition. The Clerk will 
seek quotes for the work to be carried out alongside the ditch work mentioned above.  
Emergency Planning 
The Chair, B Bentley, J Dalley and the Clerk have met to discuss the Community Resilience 
Plan. The group has suggested villagers in different areas of the village who may be 
interested in participating in a telephone tree. The Clerk will contact residents that have 
been proposed and then complete a draft of the Wiltshire Council template and bring 
back to the Parish Council meeting in June 
Standing Orders have been amended to clarity the voting requirements of the Chair and 
Vice-Chair at Committee meetings.  
Litter Collection: Wiltshire Council will no longer collect litter that has been collected 
around the village. This is classed as ‘Commercial waste’. The Parish Council suggested 
purchasing wheelie bin liners and then arranging for the waste to be collected by Parish 
Councillors and taken to the Household recycling centre. Our existing bin will be removed 
by Wiltshire Council on 1st June and existing collections will cease. The Clerk will purchase 
the new street cleaning cart as approved at the Parish Council meeting on 9/3/16. 
Playground equipment: Specialist bolts need to be sourced & purchased for the climbing 
wall in the small playing field. 
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8. Village Infrastructure 
Marsh Lane Footpath 
N Bawden has kindly volunteered to cover patches of the path with appropriate gravel 
boarding and aggregate to improve the wet spots and further reduce any incidence of 
winter mud. The Parish Council agreed that the remainder of the P.I.G.S grant (£271.99) 
could be spent on materials for this.  

 The Chair has volunteered to strim along the Marsh Lane footpath. Any volunteers 
are welcome to help out on Sunday 24th April.  

The Hill 
The Heritage Board needs to be replaced. The Clerk will investigate a replacement. A 
question was asked about the maintenance of the planted box. The Clerk will contact P 
Evans and ask if she would like to continue with its maintenance. C Stevens has 
volunteered to replace the broken posts and to paint the two benches.  
Review of part-time night lighting 
The responses received were discussed. The Parish Council felt that the village needed 
longer to view and consider the proposals. It was agreed to re-visit the item at the Parish 
Council meeting in June.  
The Village Generator 
A request has been made by a villager to borrow the generator for a family function. The 
Parish Council agreed to the loan. The Clerk will confirm the arrangements for pick-up 
and drop off with the resident.  
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Hedgerow responsibility of allotment holders 
A concern has been raised about potential problems with the hedgerow that borders 
allotment plots. The Clerk has written to confirm that allotment holders are asked to trim 
back the hedge where necessary. If any larger problem occurs, the Parish Council will deal 
with the issue.  
Suitability of trees for planting at the Large Playing Field 
A response has been received from the Woodland Trust which states that poplar trees 
grow well on wet grounds, as will willow, alder and downy birch, although they were not 
able to say what impact 10 trees would have on the drainage problem there. The 
Woodland Trust do not offer grants to  buy trees, but the Parish Council can apply for a 
free Community Tree Pack, which consists of 30 trees, 10 each of silver birch, rowan and 
wild cherry. There is also a project run by FWAG South West that offers two free Black 
Poplar trees to communities. Black Poplar is the UK’s only native poplar tree and has 
become very rare. 
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9. Village Safety 
Police Incidents: There has been spates of vandalism in the village during March, 
including criminal damage carried out on cars parked in Rowde Court Road and Marsh 
Lane over the Easter weekend. The Police are investigating the crime.  
Further damage occurred at the Large Playing Field with the roller being damaged and 
fires being lit.  The container was also damaged and broken into. The Police were called 
to all incidents. 

 It was agreed for a small group of Parish Councillors to visit the site on Sunday 17th 
April to look at damage carried out on the container and to discuss plans for the 
ditch.   

Speed Indicator Device: It will cost £10.00 per battery change and it is estimated that the 
battery will last for approximately 1 week. The Parish Council agreed to pay for one 
battery change per month, ie. £10.00, plus to purchase two new battery packs at £50 
each (Proposed by J Dalley, seconded by C Stevens).  
Parking on pavement (nr Manor Farm):  Cars are parking daily on the pavement on the 
High Street opposite Paradise Lane. This causes a visibility issue for residents living in 
Manor Farm lane. The splay was originally created by Wiltshire Council in 1984 as a pre-
requisite for building two houses behind Manor House. It was been requested for the 
matter to be taken to the Community Area Transport Group (CATG) to seek a permanent 
solution to the problem, which the Parish Council agreed to do. The Clerk has logged the 
issue on the CATG community issues board.  

 The Chair also suggested taking the matter directly to the Area Board meeting 
(Monday 18th May, at 6pm). The Clerk has shared details of the meeting with the 
resident concerned.  

Highways: There are ongoing concerns with the condition of Conscience Lane, Springfield 
Road, A342 from Tanis to Devizes and the footpath on Marsh Lane outside of Foxhangers 
Cottage. These issues have been reported through the My Wiltshire App.  
Caen Hill bus stop: The Chair will look at a bin stored at the large playing field, which 
might be suitable for use at the Caen Hill bus stop. The parish will be responsible for 
emptying any bin that the parish puts there.  The Clerk will chase Wiltshire Council 
regarding clearing the drain there and cutting back the shrub around the shelter.  
Request for a footpath in Tanis: A request has been made for a footpath along the road 
from the A342 into Tanis. The Clerk was asked to ascertain ownership of the land there. It 
could be suitable for a permissive footpath.  
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10. 

 

 

Planning  
Applications 
16/02179/FUL: 24 Bunnies Lane Demolish existing rear extension and build replacement 
rear extension; remove existing roof and form gables plus trussed rafter roof; erection of 
double garage; re-clad existing with face brickwork. The Parish Council found no objection 
to the application.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
16/01780/FUL Avalon Lodge, Devizes Road: Proposed alterations and single storey rear 
extension. The Parish Council found no objection to the application.  

 

Refused by Wiltshire Council: 16/01671/FUL Greenfields, Bath Road: Conversion of 
Greenfields into 2 flats, erection of a new 3 bedroom dwelling attached to Greenfields 
and associated works.   
 
Update from the Wiltshire Neighbourhood Planning Workshop 
J Hawkins updated the Parish Council on the recent workshop hosted by Community First. 
Neighbourhood Plans are costing an average of £14,000.00 to produce. Three plans in 
Wiltshire have passed through the referendum stage so far, including Devizes and 
Pewsey.  
It is estimated that it will take approximately 100 hours to produce a plan. There needs to 
be sufficient people to support it in the village who are willing to put in that amount of 
time. J Hawkins to send the details of the presentation through to S Mundy.  
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11. Parish Council communication: Facebook page 

 G Sartin updated the Parish Council on activity on the Rowde Parish Council page 
during the last month. The most popular items being viewed were regarding fibre-
optic broadband, a footpath for Tanis and responses to B Bentley’s blog piece.  

 A notice was received from Poulshot to invite Rowde village to their beacon 
lighting to celebrate the birthday of the Queen.   
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12. Financial matters & monthly invoices for March 

 The invoices for March were approved and cheques were signed for a total of 
£1649.98. (Proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J Hawkins). All Councillors were in 
favour).  

 
Admin costs & meeting room hire 1048.48 

Grounds maintenance  471.15 

Website subscription  130.35 

Total: 1649.98 

 
Additional cost for new fencing around toddlers’ play area.  

 The original hooped top fencing that was quoted for and the deposit paid on was 
found not to be toddler compliant. An additional cost of £655.00 was quoted for 
railings compliant with child safety regulations. It was agreed by the Parish Council 
that the Chair should enter into negotiations with the fencing company (up to an 
additional cost of £150.00) [Clerk’s note: The Chair negotiated an additional price 
of £98.00]. This quotation is still cheaper than the other companies that quoted.  

 C Stevens requested that the Parish Council joins the Allotment Association on 
behalf of all allotment tenants. The cost for a year’s membership is £75.00 for 
which allotment tenants will receive free legal help in allotment matters, 
independent shed insurance, and can enter national competitions. This money will 
be paid out from the allotment ring-fenced fund.   
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13. Additional Public Question Time 

 Congratulations were given to Josh Scott and his team, the Rowdey Cow Rowde FC 
for winning the WG Parr Trophy, in the Chippenham and District Sunday League.  

 
 

14. Correspondence 
An e-mail has been received expressing concern that the village is not entering the Best 
Kept Village Competition this year and also concern about the condition of the village.  

 
 

 The next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 11th May 2016, 7.00pm, for the Annual 
Parish Council meeting, followed by the Annual Village Meeting at 8.00pm, in the 
Village Hall  

 

 



A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


