
 MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 9th March 2016, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), B Bentley, J Hawkins, G Sartin, A Seedhouse, C Stevens, L Stewart 
Clerk: R Jeffries 
County Councillor: A Cuthbert 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies – J Dalley  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
No business interests were recorded. 

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The Chair talked about the ‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign in the village.  The 
village needs at least 25 people to volunteer to make the event worthwhile. It was 
suggested that the event becomes task based instead. A request was made for a 
list to go in the shop where people can volunteer to take part in various projects. 
Parish Councillors were asked to compile a list of suitable projects.  

 It was noted by Cllr Cuthbert that Potterne Parish Council have campaigned for 
residents to clean up their own gardens and the area immediately in front of their 
house.  

 
 
 
 
 
All  

4. Wiltshire Council update 

 Cllr Cuthbert noted that Rowde Parish Council was well represented at the recent 
Community Resilience Workshop.  

 Cllr Cuthbert also commended the Parish Council for having a Facebook page. 
Dunkirk Hill – pavement from Rowde to Devizes 

 Wiltshire Council are seeking an engineering solution to the narrow pavement 
along Devizes Road towards Dunkirk Hill.   

Local Area Update 

 Cllr Cuthbert updated the Parish Council on areas of her administration. Cllr 
Cuthbert agreed to meet with S Mundy, Chair, to discuss areas of responsibility 
that the Parish Council could take on from Wiltshire Council. 

 Wiltshire will benefit from a change in funding for rural communities. MPs Claire 
Perry & Michelle Donelan have lobbied hard for this change.  

 Cllr Cuthbert would like the Parish Council to provide a prioritised list of problems 
in the village that need tackling at County level.   

Fibre-optic broadband 

 There was no further news on fibre-optic broadband coming to Rowde.  
Good Neighbour Co-ordinator 

 The Good Neighbour Service will cease operation on 1st April 2016. Wiltshire 
Council, the main funder, has decided to devolve the money through the Area 
Board instead of through Community First for this service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SM/AC 
 
 
 
 
All 

5. Public Question Time 

 A question was asked about the proposal to buy a new street orderly cart for use 
by the litter collector. It was suggested that the Parish Council had recently 
purchased one. (Clerk’s note: The Parish Council bought a new broom and litter 
pick in July 2014 for £12.48).  

 There was a suggestion that three quotes should be sought to clear the ditch 
along the Sands Lane bridleway instead of purchasing trees to improve the 
drainage there.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 10th February 2016.  
The minutes were approved by all Councillors and duly signed (proposed by B Bentley, 
seconded by J Hawkins). 

 

7. Actions arising from the Parish Council meeting on 10th February 2016  
Village Safety  
Speed Indicator Device: Rowde has been allocated its own Speed Indicator Device (S.I.D). 
This can be collected by the Clerk. Devizes Town Council, upon consideration, have 

 
 
 
 



decided against obtaining one. There are concerns about the cost involved for the village 
in putting the device up and taking it down from the specified location. It was agreed to 
establish the costs for the village before we proceed.  
Community Speedwatch  
T Jeffries, Team Leader of the Rowde Speedwatch Team, reported the guidelines are for 
the Police to act upon the data supplied within 14 days of receiving it. The statistics show 
that on average it is currently taking 13 days. Police administration of the scheme is more 
efficient now.  
Playground equipment 

 Specialist bolts need to be purchased for the climbing wall.  
Part-time night lighting 

 A map of street lights that are suitable for part-time night lighting has been 
circulated through the village magazine, the village website, the Parish Council 
Facebook page and on the noticeboards around the village. A.Watters, the editor 
of Rowde Village News, was thanked for his coverage of the maps in the Rowde 
Village News. The data collected will be reviewed at the April Parish Council 
meeting.  

Footpath – Furlong Close 

 It has been suggested by a resident that the surface of the footpath on land 
adjacent to Furlong Close is gravelled. The Clerk has contacted HfT to ascertain 
ownership of the land there. The benefits to help link the village to the canal were 
emphasised if the path can be improved.   

Sunny Days Nursery 
The space that was occupied by the Sunny Days nursery at Rowde Primary Academy 
School is currently being used as a Year 1 classroom. There are no plans at present to 
provide pre-school provision on site.  
New Noticeboard in Tanis 

 A new noticeboard has been installed in Tanis. Thank you to the Chair for installing 
the item.  

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Village Infrastructure 
New fencing around toddlers’ play area.  

 Three quotes were considered for replacing the fencing around the toddlers’ play 
area next to Tower View. It was agreed that the fence should be replaced with 
hooped top fencing, including a new gate (£2181.11). The proposal was made by B 
Bentley, seconded by J Hawkins. The majority of councillors were in favour. The 
Clerk was requested to find out details of the guarantee on the work.  

Consideration of tree planting alongside the Large Playing field, Sands Lane.  

 There was a discussion about the possibility of planting 10 semi-mature trees 
alongside the Sands Lane bridleway to help with drainage on the playing field. It 
was proposed that Poplar trees are purchased (£110 per tree). It was agreed for 
the Clerk to contact the Woodland Trust to find out more information about the 
benefit of planting trees to help drain land and to ask about possible funding.  

Defibrillator  

 A training session on how to use the defibrillator was held on Tuesday 23rd 
February 2016, at 7.30pm in the Cross Keys pub. Sixteen people attended the 
session. Unfortunately, the event clashed with Stewsday in the Church. 

Potential devolved areas of responsibility from Wiltshire Council 

 It was agreed that the Clerk should approach Wiltshire Council, through Cllr 
Cuthbert, to obtain a pick-list of responsibilities that we could possibly take over. 

Ditches 
The ditches along Devizes Road, near to Conscience Lane have been dug out by Wiltshire 
Council. Mounds of earth remain by the side of the road. It was suggested that English 
Landscapes are asked to seed this area to help firm up the soil and also to improve the 
aesthetics of the area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
  
 
 
 
Clerk 



9. 

 

 

Community Resilience Plan  

 B Bentley & J Hawkins attended the Community Resilience Workshop in Devizes 
on Monday 15th February 2016. A template has been circulated to Parish Councils 
to be completed outlining who to contact locally in an emergency.  

 It was agreed that S Mundy, B Bentley, J Dalley & the Clerk would meet to draft a 
response to the template. This information will be presented at the Parish Council 
meeting in April/May.   

 
 
 
 
SM, BB, JD, 
Clerk 

10. Parish Council communication: Facebook page 

 G Sartin updated the Parish Council on activity on the Rowde Parish Council page. 
The most popular item being viewed was the new noticeboard in Tanis.   

 Dog fouling has also been raised as an issue on the Facebook page. It was agreed 
for the Clerk to prepare a dog fouling awareness poster to put up around the 
village. The Parish Council will also prepare a leaflet to circulate to Springfield 
Road and Marsh Lane areas.  

 There has been requests for street lighting maps.  

 Questions have been raised about the safety of Conscience Lane. It was suggested 
that the matter is raised at the Community Area Transport Group (CATG).  

 There has been a query about the start date of the construction of the new 
bungalows behind Silverlands Road. The proposed start date is 27th June 2016, 
although this will be confirmed once the contractors have been appointed. The 
interests of safety are secured by condition no. 9 of the Construction Method 
Statement (CMS)  which must be submitted and approved by the Council prior to 
any commencement on site, this details:  

a) Parking of the vehicles of site operatives and visitors. 
b) The access route to the site of the vehicles and of the site operatives and visitors. 
C) Loading and unloading of plant and materials.   
d) Storing of plant and materials used in constructing the development. 
e) Measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during construction. 
f) Measures for the protection of the natural environment. 
g) Hours of construction, including deliveries.   
The approved CMS shall be complied with throughout the construction period, the Parish 
Council will receive a copy of the document when it has been drafted/submitted.  

 
 
 
Clerk  

11. Planning  
16/01910/FUL - 31 Tower View Rowde Devizes:  New vehicular access. The majority of 
Councillors had no objections to the application. The Parish Council agreed to the 
application subject to the Highways Department at Wiltshire Council dealing with issues 
surrounding land ownership of the grass verge, the existing footpath and any issues that 
arise from losing the existing parking bay there.   
16/01671/FUL Greenfields, Bath Road: Conversion of Greenfields into 2 flats, erection of 
a new 3 bedroom dwelling attached to Greenfields and associated works.  This was sent 
by Wiltshire Council as a Courtesy planning application. The Parish Council thanked 
Wiltshire Council for their consideration and agreed with the application in principle. 
16/01941/FUL 12 Devizes Road: new vehicular access. The Parish Council had no 
objections. 

 

12. Best Kept Village Competition 

 In response to requests for help to clean up the village and to ‘Clean for the 
Queen’, one person volunteered. The Church and Rowde Primary Academy School 
were also willing to be involved in projects.  

 The Parish Council agreed not to enter the Best Kept Village Competition. 
However, task specific projects will run over the summer months.  

 
 

13. Review of Standing Order and Financial Regulations.  
The Standing orders were reviewed. One suggestion was made to clarify the voting 
requirements of Chair and Vice-Chair at committee meetings. The Standing Orders and 
Financial Regulations were approved with these changes made.  

 
 
Clerk 



14. Financial matters & monthly invoices for February 

 The invoices for February were approved and cheques were signed for a total of 
£1473.07. (Proposed by A Seedhouse, seconded by C Stevens. All Councillors were 
in favour). A further invoice of £40.25 for Viking stationery was also approved.  

 
Staff and admin costs 986.02 

Grounds maintenance  451.05 

CPRE membership  36.00 

Total: 1473.07 

 

 It was agreed to replace the street orderly litter cart used by L Brown (£280.00), 
provided we have not bought one recently (please see item no. 5).  

 The end of the year financial situation was reviewed. It is estimated that we will 
carry over approximately £14,572 with £5298 ring-fenced for village projects.  

 The Chair has donated a laser printer to the Parish Council. Cartridges will cost 
approximately £200 each but will print 15,000 – 20,000 black and white copies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15. Additional Public Question Time 

 It was noted that there is a problem with rats near Caen Hill. Wiltshire Council are 
investigating the matter. PC to investigate installing a bin there to help combat 
problems with litter dropping. It was agreed we should ask the Community 
Steward to clear out the shrub area there to improve the situation.  

 
Clerk  

15. Correspondence 
No further correspondence to report.   

 
 

 The next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 13th April 2016, 7.30pm, Village Hall   

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


