
 MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 9th September 2015, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), B Bentley, J Dalley, J Graham, I Marr, A Seedhouse, C Stevens,  
Clerk: R Jeffries 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies – Pam Evans  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
None to record 

 

3. Co-option of Mr John Hawkins and Ms Lesley Stewart 
Mr Hawkins was co-opted onto the Parish Council (proposed by I. Marr, seconded by C 
Stevens. All Councillors were in favour).  
Ms Stewart was co-opted onto the Parish Council (proposed by J. Graham, seconded by C. 
Stevens. All Councillors were in favour).  

 

4. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The Chair spoke again about the pressing need for Rowde to have a 
Neighbourhood Plan to help protect the village against possible threats from 
developers.  

 The Chair noted the importance of the forthcoming village meeting with BT 
representatives on Wednesday 23rd September.  

 
 
 

5. Public Question Time  

 A question was asked about why the village had decided not to enter the ‘Best 
Kept Village’ competition this year. It was noted that the appearance of the village 
had suffered as a result of it. The Clerk explained that there had been little 
interest from villagers in taking part in the village clean-up and that we have 
previously been penalised on the quality of the maps that we had produced for 
the assessment.  It was also noted that English Landscapes had been contracted to 
carry out weeding within the village. It was agreed that the Parish Council would 
consider entering the Best Kept Village competition in 2016.  
o The Clerk was asked to find out who is responsible for cutting the grass verge 

in front of the school.  

 It was noted that the Village Shop is planning to apply for a brown tourist sign. The 
Parish Council supported the application and welcomes an application for a grant 
towards the cost.  
o A question was asked about whether the Parish Council had considered the 

Rowdey Cow’s application for a brown tourist sign. It was confirmed that the 
Parish Council had noted the Rowdey Cow’s application and that it was 
minuted. [Clerk’s note: it was minuted in the Parish Council meeting in October 
2014] 

 It was noted that none of the street lights are working on Cock Road. Clerk to 
report this to Wiltshire Council.   
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6. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 8th July 2015.  
The minutes were approved by all Councillors and duly signed (proposed by C Stevens, 
seconded by J Graham).  

 

7. Actions arising from the Parish Council meeting on 8th July 2015.  
Consultations: BT Broadband petition: Cllr Cuthbert submitted the hard copy signatures 
to Wiltshire Council in time for their cabinet meeting.  
Passenger Transport Consultation: details were passed to S Mundy, B Bentley and J 
Graham.   
Roads 
Maundrell Close: The Clerk was asked to ascertain who owns Maundrell Close as the 
condition of the entrance has deteriorated. The road surface needs urgent repair.  

 B Bentley urged all residents to report pavement or road concerns through the My 
Wiltshire App.  
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 Sands Lane Track: J Dalley will co-ordinate a working party to look at filling the 
potholes on Sands Lane.  

Large Playing Field: It was agreed that the ‘No Camping’ sign should be attached to the 
fencing on the tennis court.  

o J Dalley noted that the football pitch looks in the best condition that it ever 
has. Thanks were given to D Packer for working tirelessly on the pitch. A letter 
of thanks will be sent to D Packer on behalf of the Parish Council. Thanks were 
also given to J Dalley and C Stevens for the work that they have carried out.  

o The Clerk was requested to contact English Landscapes about the day that the 
grass is cut on the large playing field. A request was made for the day to be 
moved from Monday to Thursday or Friday.  

o There was a discussion on remedial work needed to be carried out on the 
pavilion. Parish Councillors agreed to meet on site on Sunday 27th September 
at 3pm to discuss the work needed. J Dalley will send a quote for materials 
needed to the next Parish Council meeting.   

o It was noted that there is no asbestos in the pavilion. 
o The hedge bordering the allotments and the large playing field needs to be 

trimmed, not flailed. The height not to be less than 8’ high.  It was agreed not 
to cut the hedge at all next year due to the football pitch being moved closer 
to the hedge.  

Grounds Maintenance 
Permissive footpath 

o N Bawden has kindly re-instated the damaged signs and put in fencing alongside 
the kissing gate into the Jubilee Wood. Steve Pearson and Neal Bawden are due 
to strim from the Jubilee Wood to the Rowdey Cow again on 13th September, 
hopefully for the last time before the winter. 

Trees in the small playing field 
o An Elm tree fell from the churchyard into the small playing field, blocking the 

access gate. The Parish Council arranged for the removal of the tree.   
o The Parochial Church Council are concerned that none of the remaining trees, 

which are on churchyard land, fall against the tower and come through the 
stained glass window.  The church will investigate removing these trees in the 
autumn.  

o English Landscapes carried out a ‘walkover’ tree survey of the small playing field 
and noted the following: there are several dead Elms in the hedgerow that need 
to come out; the streetlight is completely smothered and the hedgerow adjacent 
to the footpath which leads from the church to the main road encroaches onto 
the footpath a little, just before the village hall. Quotes were received for the 
work to be carried out:  Dead Elms in hedgerow, fell to ground level, £90.00; 
prune hedgerow to provide up to 2m clearance of adjacent streetlight £25.00. 
Work was approved (proposed by J Graham, seconded by I Marr. All Councillors 
were in favour.) 

Proposed bungalow development in Rowde by WC 

 V Smith from Wilshire Council has confirmed that the project is progressing to the 
full planning application stage. V Smith was due to meet with the design team 
(architect, QS, structural engineers, etc) to discuss the finer details of the scheme. 
The ground investigations are under way, so those results will be with the Council 
shortly.  

 The Parish Council requested that the Clerk speak with V Smith regarding possible 
community benefit fund money which could be used on the renovation of the play 
areas.  

 Concern was raised again about safety on Silverlands Road whilst the construction 
is taking place. It was noted that the constructors must abide by the considerate 
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builders scheme. It is possible to ask Cllr Cuthbert to become involved in the 
planning application.  

Request to use the scalpings by the Large Playing Field 

 The Parish Council agreed that the scalpings could be used by the applicant. 
(Proposed by J Graham, second by I Marr. All Councillors were in favour).  

Potential survey on night time street lighting in Rowde 
 Part time night lighting is being rolled out across the major conurbations with the 

intent to look at smaller towns and villagers later. It was agreed to ask Wiltshire 
Council to produce a map of lighting positions with locations suitable for part 
night operation highlighted which can be passed to the Parish for discussion.  

8. Final Approval of costs for the village defibrillator 

 It was agreed at the Parish Council meeting in December 2014 to purchase a 
defibrillator for the village for £1925.00 (+VAT). The defibrillator will be installed 
on to the outside of the Cross Keys pub by an electrician (£260.00 + VAT). It was 
confirmed that £30 will be paid per annum to the Cross Keys pub to cover the cost 
of electricity used by the defibrillator.  

 
 
 
 
 

9. Review of quotes for work to be carried out in the small playing field. 
Three quotations were considered. It was agreed to award the contract to Vita Play, with 
amendments to exclude replacement of the toddlers’ picnic table, and the proposed 
Rhyno Mulch surfacing around the goal force area.  Total cost £5581.42. Proposed by J 
Graham, seconded by B Bentley. All Councillors were in favour. The Clerk will ask the 
contractor to proceed with the work.  

 It was suggested that the picnic table has a new surface produced by a carpenter 
made from marine ply and given a protective coat. J Dalley to pass details of a 
contractor to the Clerk.  

 The project to place Rhyno Mulch around the goal post play ends will be 
reconsidered when setting the precept for next year.  

 It was proposed that the Parish Council investigates a maintenance contract for 
the new play equipment.  
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10. Neighbourhood Planning 

 It was agreed that Rowde Parish would develop a Neighbourhood Plan with 
devolved responsibility to a steering group. Proposed by J Dalley, seconded by I 
Marr. All Councillors were in favour.  

 An initial meeting to start neighbourhood planning has been scheduled for 
Wednesday 16th September at 8.00pm in the Cross Keys pub.  

 The Clerk submitted Rowde Parish Council’s response to the ‘Wiltshire Housing 
Site Allocations Plan’ in time for the deadline, 12th August 2015. The appendix 
submitted is attached to these minutes.  

 The referendum on the Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan and the implications for 
Rowde villagers was discussed. The Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan has placed 
much emphasis on the struggling infrastructure in Devizes and details ways that it 
needs to be improved. This will have an impact on Rowde and will hopefully lessen 
the need for new housing in Rowde.   

o The Trust for Devizes is holding a public meeting on 11th September 2015, 
at 7.30pm, to discuss the merits of the Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan.  

 It was noted that there are four proposed sites for fracking in Wiltshire. One site 
includes Poulshot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. BT fibre-optic broadband – update 

 BT representatives are coming to visit Rowde residents at an open meeting to be 
held on Wednesday 23rd September from 5 – 7pm in the Village Hall.  

 The latest estimate for Rowde to receive fibre-optic broadband is March 2017. 

 

12. Wiltshire Council – update 

 MP Claire Perry has written to parish councils in the area to promote a community 
volunteers’ event in Westminster on Monday 16th November. Parish Councils are 

 
 
 



invited to propose two volunteers per council to attend the event. A coach has 
been arranged from Devizes to London.  

 Wiltshire Council Highways department has written to Parish Councils to inform 
them that Balfour Beatty is no longer responsible for the grounds maintenance 
contract for Wiltshire Council. The new contractor is The Landscape Group.  

o The Community Day provision has been replaced now with a new model of 
‘identified need’ service delivery. Work will only take place where there is 
a known requirement. This will be achieved by work being reported and 
prioritised through the My Wiltshire App. Town and Parish Councils are 
asked to report issues in their area via the My Wiltshire App.  

 Cllr Cuthbert did not attend the meeting.  
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13. Sandridge Solar Farm 

 A draft agreement for Rowde to benefit from a Community Benefit Fund resulting 
from the solar farm development was considered. The Parish Council agreed to 
consider the fund in theory.  

 

14. Planning Application for consideration 

 15/08299/VAR - Rowdeford School Rowde Wiltshire SN10 2QQ. Variation of 
conditions 2, 3, 6 & 8 of planning permission 14/05895/FUL "Renovation and 
extension of existing outbuilding to form new Outdoor Learning teaching spaces, 
ancillary accommodation and associated works" in order to allow the access track 
and enabling works to progress under Phase 1 of the development prior to all 
other works under Phase 2. The Parish Council supported the application.  

 

15. Financial matters & monthly invoices for August 

 The invoices for August were approved and cheques were signed (Proposed by C 
Stevens, seconded by J Graham. All Councillors were in favour).  

 
Staff and admin costs 1100.97 

Grounds maintenance & football 
equipment 

1619.73 

Defibrillator  2310.00 

Total: 5030.70 

 The Parish Council needs to purchase green lidded grit bins to store the free salt  
offer from Wiltshire Council.  It was agreed to purchase the bins from Wiltshire 
Council’s recommended supplier for £145.00 exc VAT, per 400lt bin. (Proposed by 
B Bentley, seconded by J Graham. All Councillors were in favour).  

 The external audit report has been received and was reviewed by the Parish 
Council. One item was noted: 
  The Parish Council assented yes confirming that the council has maintained 

throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the 
council’s accounting records and control systems. This section needs to be 
completed after receipt of the current year’s internal audit.  

 A financial forecast to the end of 2015 – 2016 was requested for the next Parish 
Council meeting.  
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16. Additional Question Time 

 It was suggested that there was generally a lack of knowledge in Rowde about the 
Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan and that it would be difficulty for Rowde 
residents to vote in the forthcoming referendum. It was noted that the decision to 
include Rowde and Potterne in the referendum was made by the Inspectors with 
little notice given. It was noted that the Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan will 
bring some safeguards to protect this area.  

 A request was made by B Bentley for more copies of the village leaflets. Clerk will 
ask J Bawden.  

 It was requested that the Clerk contact Claire Perry’s office and ask if she, or a 
nominated representative, is able to attend the BT meeting on 23rd September. It 
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was also requested that a representative from Wiltshire Council also attends the 
meeting.   

17. Correspondence 

 A complaint has been received from the West Wilts Ramblers Association about 
the condition of footpath ROWD6. Paul Millard at Wiltshire Council has been 
contacted and will investigate the footpath.  

 Initial documentation on the forthcoming Community Governance Review has 
been received. Information is expected shortly on a public meeting to discuss the 
review.  

 
 
  

 Dates for the diary 

 Neighbourhood Planning meeting: Wednesday 16th September at 8.00pm in the 
Cross Keys Pub  

 BT representatives to meet the village: Wednesday 23rd September from 5 – 7pm 
in the Village Hall.  

 

 The next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 14th October 2015, 7.30pm, Village Hall.   

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


