
 MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 13th January 2016, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), J Dalley, J Hawkins, G Sartin, A Seedhouse, C Stevens, L Stewart  
Clerk: R Jeffries 
County Councillor: A Cuthbert 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies – B Bentley  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
No business interests were recorded. 

 Recently joined Parish Councillor, J Dalley, completed a dispensation form which 
registers a financial interest in setting the precept.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 Mr Simmons was thanked for donating the village Christmas tree, and the 
Christmas tree team were thanked for all of their hard work putting up the tree 
and lighting it: H. Whittle, N Bawden, B Ibbetson, C Larkin, Also, thanked were 
Luke & Jack from the Youth Council who will be taking over the organisation of the 
village Christmas tree next year.  
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4. Public Question Time  

 There were no questions from members of the public. 

 

5. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 9th December 2015.  
The minutes were approved by all Councillors and duly signed (proposed by C Stevens, 
seconded by J Hawkins).  

 

6. Actions arising from the Parish Council meeting on 9th December 2015.  
Highways 
Ownership of Sands Lane: Sands Lane is listed as a bridleway on Wiltshire Council 
records, so would normally come under the responsibility of the Rights of Way 
department. However, as it is a tarmacked bridleway, it is the responsibility of the 
Highways department. Wiltshire Council will fill the worst of the potholes but no priority 
will be given to the track over roads and pavements. The Clerk was asked to obtain 
written confirmation of this status from Wiltshire Council.  
Conscience Lane: 
S Hanks, Wiltshire Council Highways, has visited Conscience lane to prioritise localised 
repairs. A longer term solution will need to be sought through the Area Board and CATG. 
The road is in urgent need of sweeping due to leaf fall. Cllr Cuthbert agreed to help draft 
a strongly worded letter to Cllr Philip Whitehead, lead Councillor for Highways about the 
need for a long term solution to Conscience Lane.  It was noted by a member of the 
audience that there have been three accidents on the road in recent weeks.  
Footpath from Cock Road to St. Matthew’s Church 
Wiltshire Council has asked the Community Steward to push back the earth that is 
encroaching on the path.  
Grit bins 
It was asked whether the new parish grit bins are to be locked. The answer is no.  
Training 
WALC will come out and training new Councillors if there are more than six new 
Councillors. We currently have four new councillors. The Clerk has contacted 
neighbouring parishes to see if we can join together for this purpose.  
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7. Village Infrastructure 
Defibrillator 

 A training session on how to use the defibrillator has been booked for Tuesday 
23rd February 2016, at 7.30pm in the Cross Keys pub. Everyone is welcome to 
attend the session. The defibrillator has been installed at the side of the Cross 
Keys pub’s main entrance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Flooding 

 A resident in Silverlands has recently called the Fire Brigade due to concerns about 
rising water levels in the field behind. There is also concern about flooding risks at 
the end of Marsh Lane near to Caen Hill. There is a report of the stream at Tanis 
Bridge flooding over the road.  The stream is full of silt and need cleaning out. 
Wiltshire Council has agreed to visit the site to look at the problem.  

 There is also a report of flooding on the Large Playing Field. Football matches have 
been cancelled for the past three weeks. It is thought that a pipe has collapsed 
under the track which will need replacing. J Dalley offered to look at the pipe that 
needs repairing in the spring. 
o The football pitch markings have been washed away. The pitch will need to be 

re-marked. The Clerk to obtain a price from English Landscapes.  

 Jan Ellis, the Community Emergency Advisor, has contacted the Parish Council and 
suggested a meeting between Wiltshire Council’s flood advisors, the Canal and 
River Trust and the Parish Council to look at action plans in the event of a flood.  

 Problems on land that are owned by the Parish Council can be addressed.  In other 
areas, the Parish Council is able to record where there is flooding and to keep 
records of the details. It was suggested that the Parish Council request that 
parishioners take photographs to record evidence of flooding. 

RoSPA repairs 
Work will recommence in January on the approved RoSPA repair work.  
Village Generator 

 It has been suggested that the Parish Council offers to hire out the village 
generator. The Clerk was requested to check with the Parish Council’s insurers 
about the public liability implications.  

 It was noted that the generator was originally purchased for use on the large 
playing field and that if renovation work takes place there, the generator will be 
needed again.   
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8. 
 
 

Setting the precept – budget discussion for 2016 -2017 
o A budget paper was presented to the Parish Council showing estimated 

expenditure for the current financial year and projected expenditure for 2016 – 
2017.  

o The Chair noted concerns about possible future devolved duties from Wiltshire 
Council, for example digging out ditches, clearing culverts, and continuing work in 
the small playing field and continuing support for village groups and the Church. 
Cllr Cuthbert noted that some parishes have offered to administer some services 
themselves.  

o A small amount of money was ring fenced for youth activities to be administered 
by Councillor Gemma Sartin. 

o A question was asked about the parish can cease to have a deficit budget. It was 
asked whether there are plans to decrease spending in line with the precept 
demand.  

o Cllr Cuthbert noted that there will be other pressures for increases in the council 
tax payment. The Police & Crime Commissioner is proposing a 1.9% increase. The 
Fire & Rescue Service has received ministerial approval for a 5% increase. The 
Revenue support grant received from central government through Wiltshire 
Council has been cut this year by 82%.  

o It was noted that the Parish holds some reserves to failsafe against future 
increases in expenditure. 

o The Parish Council considered three precept options. It was finally proposed to 
increase the precept by 4% (proposed by J Dalley, seconded by C Stevens, all 
Councillors voted in favour). The total amount requested was £28,833.45). It was 
noted that this will result in a £2.25 per year increase for a Band D property.  
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9. Allotments – Review of Allotment Rents  



 

 

 It was noted that there are security risks at the back of the site. It was suggested 
that the area is planted.  

 It was proposed that the allotment rents are increased to cover the cost of 
membership to the Allotments Association. The proposal was to increase the rents 
for a half plot from £15.00 to £16.50, and a full plot from £21.00 to £24.00. 
Proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J Dalley. All Councillors were in favour. 
Allotment tenants will be given one year’s notice of the intended increase.  
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10. Parish Council communication: Facebook page 

 It was agreed that there would be a Rowde Parish Council Facebook page 
(proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J Hawkins, all Councillors were in favour). It 
will be a closed page. G Sartin will be the administrator. It was requested that 
Parish Councillors send their photograph to Gemma for inclusion on the site. It 
was also suggested that there should be a Chairman’s blog.  

 It was noted again that there is another Rowde Facebook page called ‘Rowde all 
about it’. 

 

11. Planning  
Update on Wiltshire Council proposal to build 6 bungalows on land behind Silverlands 
Road.  

 The planning application was approved by the Planning Committee at Wiltshire 
Council on Thursday 10th December 2015.   
WC will now work towards the tendering process, and will update the Parish 
Council further after they have met with the design team in mid-January.  

 A request was made for the constructors to be careful not to park on Silverlands 
Road.  

 The Parish Council will share updates and information with residents.  
Update on surrounding Neighbourhood Plans (Worton) 

Worton has voted to develop a Neighbourhood Plan.  
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12. Wiltshire Council – update 
o Cllr Anna Cuthbert attended part of the meeting.  
o It was noted that two parish councillors had attempted to use a wheelchair on the 

pavement on Devizes Road to prove that the pavement was not wide enough. It 
was requested that Cllr Cuthbert helps to draft letter to Wiltshire Council to 
request that the pavement is made wider.  

Bus Service Consultation:  

 People are invited to have their say on a review of subsidised bus services in 
Wiltshire. The review is being carried out as part of wider plans to help Wiltshire 
Council save money. Half of the bus mileage in the county is subsidised with £5.1 

million per year from Wiltshire Council as it is not commercially viable otherwise. 
The rest of the services in Wiltshire are operated on a commercial basis by various 
operators. The consultation can be found at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/subsidised-bus-
servicesconsultation. Paper copies can be picked up in council offices, libraries, on 
buses operating contracted services, or people can call 0300 456 0100 to have one 
posted to them. The consultation runs until 4 April 2016. 

Highways Update 

 A snow code has been provided with advice from central government. Full details 
will be attached to the village snow plan and shared in the village magazine.   

Good Neighbour Co-ordinator role 

 Wiltshire Council’s partnership with Community First is due to end in April 2016. 
This will impact on the Good Neighbour Co-ordinator role as Wiltshire Council look 
to ‘work differently and facilitate local well-being through the county Area 
Boards’.  
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13. Financial matters & monthly invoices for December  
 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/subsidised-bus-servicesconsultation
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/subsidised-bus-servicesconsultation


 The invoices for December were approved and cheques were signed for a total of 
£1994.95. (Proposed by A Seedhouse, seconded by C Stevens. All Councillors were 
in favour).  

 
Staff and admin costs 1045.76 

Grounds maintenance  554.44 

New grit bins, meeting room hire,  394.75 

Total: 1994.95 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. Additional Public Question Time 
A question was asked about the predicted VAT reclaim figure estimated in the precept 
working document. The Clerk confirmed that the amount estimated is money to be 
reclaimed on invoices paid in the current financial year.  

 

15. Correspondence 

 An invitation has been received for Parish Councillors to attend a discussion forum 
with MP Claire Perry on Fri 15th Jan at 6.30pm   

 An invitation has been received for nominations for long serving Parish Councillors 
to attend a Buckingham Palace Garden Party.  

 
 
  

 The next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 10th February 2016, 7.30pm, Village Hall   

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


