
MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 10th September 2014, 8.00pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: J Bawden (Chair), B Bentley, A Boorman, J Graham, I Marr, S Mundy, A Seedhouse, C Stevens,  
Clerk: R Jeffries 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies – P Evans, S Stapleton  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
None to record  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 
No updates given 

 

4. Public Question Time 

 A meeting to establish new support for the Youth club was promoted: Friday 12th 
September, 7.30pm in the Cross Keys. It is estimated that there are between 25 – 
30 children who wish to attend the Youth club.  

 It was commented that the village website is not working (Clerk’s note: the 
website has been checked and is running correctly at rowdevillage.org).  

 It was noted that the ‘School’ sign on the A432 is not visible due to overgrown 
hedgerow. This has been reported to WC. Clerk will chase.  

 Concern was raised about the condition of the pavement from Devizes Road to 
Dunkirk Hill. The clerk confirmed that WC will be addressing this issue in the next 
few weeks by clearing the growth from the pavements (Clerk’s note: work 
commenced on 15/9/14).  

 A note of support was given for the Parish Council to purchase a defibrillator for 
the village.  

 A request was made for an update on the Activity Centre project. It was noted 
that a team of volunteers is being put together. It was suggested that a ‘Best 
Endeavours’ contract should be drawn up with interested volunteers. This 
information can then be included in the bid for grants.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 

5. Wiltshire Council update 

 Cllr L Bryant did not attend the meeting. The Clerk was requested to contact Cllr 
Bryant and ask for updates on outstanding items.   

 
Clerk  
 

6. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 9th July 2014 

 Minutes were approved. Proposed by B Bentley and seconded by I Marr. All 
Councillors voted in favour.  

 

7. Actions taken from the meeting on 9th July 2014 
Village Safety 

 Work has been completed on the new dropped kerbs at Chestnut Place and 
Springfield Road (approaching Wheeler Place).  

 S Mundy has attached a new ‘No dogs in playground’ to the gate from the 
Churchyard to the small playing field (Rowde Court Road end) 

 Parish Council agreed to postpone the drafting of an Emergency Plan. The Parish 
Council were not able to identify sufficient risks to warrant a plan, due to the close 
proximity of a major town. If circumstances change the Parish Council will review 
the need for a plan.  

Village Amenities 

 Clerk has reported the faulty BT payphone and this will be repaired and cleaned.  

 Clerk has contacted Rowdeford School regarding their request to re-instate the 
Postpoint service at the village shop. The Village Shop will collate requests to re-
instate the service and approach the Parish Council for funding if needed.  

 Clerk will obtain quotes to replace the wetpour in the toddlers’ play area, next to 
Tower View, and complete an expression of interest form for a possible grant 
from Community First.  

 C Stevens has installed the security post on the central path at the allotments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 



 A Boorman will give recommendations at the next Parish Council meeting for 
business charges on the website, after speaking with A Watters regarding 
magazine charging prices.    

Village Appearance 

 Clerk to obtain quotes for replacing part of the fence in the small playing field 
(next to Tower View). Clerk to speak with Aster about possible joint working on 
the project.  

 The path from the Church to the Village Hall needs sweeping. Clerk to follow up.  

 A further ‘Springfield Road’ sign has been installed at the entrance with Marsh 
Lane.  

Highways Update 

 WC Highways is considering a number of measures which may include signing and 
road marking on the A342 near West End Farm.  This is to give motorists the 
perception that the road narrows at this point and that there is a risk of oncoming 
vehicles. Clerk to follow up on progress.  

 B Bentley has spoken with the landlords of the G & D about recent parking 
concerns. The problem seems to have lessened recently.  

 WC visited Conscience Lane in w/c 14/7/14 to inspect. The hedges need to be cut 
back and they will write to the occupiers responsible and request that this is 
actioned. With regard to the state of the road, Conscience Lane is scheduled to 
receive velocity patching very soon due to the verge over-runs along this lane.  

 
AB 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
 
 

8. Forward planning for work on successful P.I.G.S application 

 WC has awarded a grant to the Parish Council to create a new footpath from 
Marsh Lane across to Devizes Road (opposite the Rowdey Cow). This grant will be 
match funded by the Parish Council. The work must be completed by the end of 
December 2014. 

 Paul Millard from WC, Rights of Way, will lead a team to carry out the work. 
Volunteers are being sought to help carry out the work over 3 weekends in 
October/November. 

 A new footpath leaflet needs to be designed. A Seedhouse will look into this.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS 

9. World War I Commemoration Plans 

 Plans to commemorate the start of World War I will link the community, Church 
and school.  

 A request has been made for all villagers to make a poppy to go in their garden or 
window. This can be any size and in any material. A trail will be devised for the 
children to follow around the village. Poppies will need to be displayed from 22nd 
October until 12th November.  

 2 permanent poppy memorials are being created for the village. One will be 
displayed at Rowde Primary Academy. The other one will be sited in the village. 
Contributions are being asked towards the cost of the village poppy. Clerk to 
approach Viridor or Aster Communities for a possible grant.  

 
 
 
ALL 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  

10. Update on the costs of having a village defibrillator 

 Parish Council considered the costs for leasing and purchasing a defibrillator and it 
was agreed to purchase one. Two options were considered but further 
investigation of the costs will be carried before the next meeting. A proposed cost 
will be put on the next agenda for the Parish Council and a recommendation for 
the proposed site. Funds from the sale of the tractor will be used. Clerk will try to 
obtain a grant for the remainder of the cost.  

 It was suggested that the Parish Council team should be responsible for the 
maintenance/checks for the defibrillator.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. Planning  
New Application 

 14/07715/FUL: 9 Elm Close, Rowde: proposed rear sun room extension to replace 
conservatory. No objections were found.  

 
 
Clerk  
 



Revised application 

 14/06808/LBC further to planning app: 14/05895/FUL: Rowdeford School: 
renovation and extension of existing outbuilding to form new Outdoor Learning 
teaching spaces, ancillary accommodation and associated works. No objections 
were raised. 

 

12. Village Matters 
Activity centre 

 A Seedhouse presented an acquisition plan for the Activity Centre including a list 
of funding sources. J Bawden, S Mundy, B Bentley and the Clerk will contact the 
sources and establish whether it will be possible for us to apply to them for 
grants.  

 Clerk to supply tenure documents for the playing field to A Seedhouse for grant 
applications. 

Footpaths 

 It has been reported that there are problems with the route along ROWD5 from 
Tanis towards Rowdefield Farm. The Clerk has referred the matter to WC, Rights 
of Way department.  

War Memorial 

 The Church has requested permission to add new names to the War Memorial. 
Research has established the names of five men who died in the war, who were 
born in Rowde. A further 5 names have been identified as being linked with the 
Devizes Boys Brigade, the interests of which are looked after by St. Matthew’s 
Church. The Parish Council supported this application.  The Clerk will ascertain 
whether there are any costs involved.    

 
 
 
JB/SM/BB/ 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. Financial matters  

 Monthly invoices totalling £1639.02 were approved (proposed by C Stevens, 
seconded by S Mundy) and cheques signed. 

 External audit of accounts for 2013-14 has been finalised and no queries were 
found. The clerk was congratulated for her work in preparing the accounts as this 
was the first year that she had carried out the task and the first time that no 
issues had been raised. 

 A request was made from Rowde Primary Academy for a donation towards the 
cost of a megaphone which can be jointly used by the school and for community 
events. PC approved a donation of up to £50.00 for the purchase of a 25 watt 
megaphone.   

 

14. Correspondence 

 WC is undertaking a review of ‘settlement boundaries’ and has presented a map 
of proposed changes to the settlement boundary of the village of Rowde. 
Silverlands Road and Rowde Primary Academy are the main new inclusions. The 
Parish Council saw no reason to object to the proposed changes. Clerk to confirm 
Parish Council’s response with WC.  

 Letter of thank you for the donation towards the maintenance of the Church clock 
and new chairs for the community space has been received from St. Matthew’s 
Church.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 The next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 8th October 2014, 8.00pm, Village Hall.   

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


