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 draft MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 8th November 2017, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), J Dalley, J Hawkins, P Lucas, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies: B Bentley  
Present: Cllr Anna Cuthbert 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

 No business interests recorded.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 S Howard-Ames has resigned from the Parish Council due to extended work 
commitments.  

 The Chair and other members of the Parish Council will attend the Remembrance Day 
service at St. Matthew’s Church on Sunday 12th November 2017.  

 The Chair asked the Parish Council for permission to discuss the revised Malthouse 
Farm plans which were received on 7th November 2017.   

 

4. Public Question time  

 A resident commented that the service charge that the Parish Council pays to the 
pension provider, ‘Now’, is very high. The Chair responded that the Parish Council had 
chosen one of the three recommended providers. It was suggested that NEST pension 
provider is looked into.  

 
 
Clerk 

 

5. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting: 11th October 2017 

 The Parish Councillors reviewed the minutes from the meeting on 11th October, 
including the section on the proposed Malthouse farm Development. The Parish 
Council approved the minutes as they stood, proposed by C Stevens, seconded by I 
Whittaker-Axon. All Councillors were in favour.  

  It was noted that the Parish Council sent a revised response to Wiltshire Council on 
31st October 2017 about the outline planning application for Malthouse Farm. This was 
to clarify the condition regarding the request for a footpath on Cock Road.  

 

6. Matters arising & actions taken from meeting on 11th October 2017 

 Parish Councillors have walked around the village and looked for any overhanging 
hedges. The hedge along the footpath from Maundrell Close to the High Street needs 
to be cut back. There is a further hedge along Rowde Court Road that needs to be cut 
back.  

 The Clerk requested a copy of the standard hedge letter from Wiltshire Council as 
recommended in the Highways’ Newsletter (September 2017). Wiltshire Council has 
responded to say that the letter is not appropriate for use at Parish Council level as it 
forms the start of their legal proceedings.  

 The Parish Steward visited the village on Wednesday 1st November and strimmed back 
the grass verge along the High Street and Devizes Road.  

 The Bawden Group has provided a list of dates that they visited the village.  

 The Clerk has contacted Cllr Atiqul Hoque to request a site meeting at Caen Hill & 
Conscience Lane to discuss road safety issues. The Clerk has received a response from 
Wiltshire Council recommending that the Parish Council deals with the issues through 
the Community Area Transport Group (CATG). Cllr Cuthbert offered help with drafting a 
response to Wiltshire Council.  
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 The Chair has obtained brackets to fix the toddlers’ fence. C Stevens has offered to help 
fix the brackets.   

 The Clerk has contacted the Dog Warden, at Wiltshire Council, about problems with 
dog fouling in Silverlands Road.  

7. Wiltshire Council update 

 Cllr Cuthbert talked about Wiltshire Council’s Business Plan and asked for the plan to be 
circulated to residents through the village website and Facebook page.   

Wiltshire Council is reviewing the Wiltshire Core Strategy (renamed the Wiltshire Local Plan), 
which sets out planning policies for the development and use of land in the county over the 
period to 2026. Wiltshire Council has a statutory duty to plan for new homes, jobs and 
infrastructure needed to support Wiltshire’s communities while protecting the local 
environment and quality of life. The plan will be extended to 2036.  

 There is a consultation on the proposed plan from Tuesday 7 November 2017 until 
Tuesday 19 December 2017. 

 Cllr Cuthbert recommended that the Parish Council responds to the consultation and 
has offered help in preparing the Parish Council’s response.  

 Comments can be submitted through Wiltshire Council’s website at: 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.u/planning-policy-local-plan-review 

Paths Improvement Grants Scheme 
 Funding is available through the Community Area Boards to make improvements to 

countryside access and the rights of way network. For grants over £1000, parishes can 
bid for up to 50% match funding. If the proposal is approved, the parishes then 
undertake the schemes themselves. Examples of schemes delivered in previous years 

include:  Replacing stiles with gates, to make access easier  Surfacing routes which 

get very muddy  Installing or upgrading steps  Provision of permissive links to avoid 

busy roads  Provision of tools for volunteer groups. It is hoped that the Parish Council 
will apply for a PIGS grant if the proposal goes forward for a footpath in Tanis.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/AC 

8. Review of recent RoSPA playground safety reports 

 The RoSPA safety inspections have been carried out on the village’s play equipment. 
The Clerk circulated a summary of the repairs required on the play equipment.  

 There are items that need repairing in the skate park and BMX track. It was noted by a 
member of the audience that the cost of repairs on this equipment were intended to 
be split between the Youth Council and the Parish Council. It was asked if this could be 
verified.  

 J Dalley agreed to speak with two members of the Youth Council and to ask for repairs 
to be undertaken before January 2018. 

 It was noted that there is significant corrosion on the toddler swings in the small 
playing field. It was suggested that the affected piece is taken out and the surrounding 
area ground down.   

 The Clerk recommended that quotes are obtained from playground specialist for the 
repairs to be undertaken.  

 The Clerk proposed a visit to a Parish Council meeting by playground sales 
representatives for Parish Councillors to see what equipment is available and what 
could be purchased for the village. It was agreed to arrange a visit with a rep for the 
next meeting.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. Pavilion: working group update  

http://www.wiltshire.gov.u/planning-policy-local-plan-review
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 It was agreed that the group (C Stevens, J Dalley, and L Wills) would meet on Friday 10th 
November, at 11.15pm to discuss the future of the pavilion. The group will report back 
to the next Parish Council meeting.  

10. Review of quotation for survey for potential footpath 

 A quotation was considered to carry out a survey on the potential footpath in 
Conscience Lane. The costs may be too prohibitive to lay the path kerbside. The Chair 
suggested leaving a ransom strip and keeping the path away from the roadside. It is a 
length of approximately 120 metres.  

 John Butler offered to share a contact to obtain a further quotation.  

 Representatives from the Parish Council have met with 2 potential groundworks 
contractors.  

 
 
Clerk 

11. Grounds Maintenance & Allotments 
Review of the monthly contracted grounds work maintenance 

 It was requested that the grass on the large playing field is cut by Friday 10th November 
in order for football to be played on the pitch on Saturday. The Clerk will request that 
the grass is cut before Friday. It is hoped that the growing rate of the grass is slowing 
down now. It may be necessary to have the grass cut a further time after this 
depending on growth.  

 It was discussed that the pitch may need to be rolled after being cut.  
Suggestion to move bin (on Marsh Lane)  

 The Canal and River Trust has provided two new bins for the public to use at the 
entrance to the permissive footpath on Marsh Lane.  There is no longer a need to have 
the bin on Marsh Lane at the junction of the road to the Caen Hill Locks car park. It was 
agreed to request that Wiltshire Council moves the bin on Marsh Lane to the High 
Street next to the planters.  

Suggestions for work to be carried out by the Parish Steward 

 The Clerk asked for requests for work that the Parish Steward can carry out, from 
cutting back grass verges, to filling potholes to cleaning signs. The Parish Steward will 
be next in the Village on 29th November.  

 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

12. Highways Updates 
Schedule for planting (High Street) and possible additional street furniture.  

 Some volunteers have kindly offered to plant and maintain the planters on the High 
Street and Rowde Court Road.   

 It was agreed that C Stevens would purchase plants for two planters on the High Street. 
It was agreed that up to £50 could be spent in this instance (proposed by L Wills, 
seconded by J Hawkins. All Councillors were in favour).  

Wiltshire Council’s November Highways Newsletter 

 A copy of this was circulated to Parish Councillors. 
Consideration of parking restrictions on the junction of Cock Road with the High Street (village 
petition)  

 Rowde Parish Council has requested double yellow lines at the junctions of Marsh Lane 
and Springfield Road with the High Street. Wiltshire Council has since received a 
petition from villagers in support of the proposal above and to include an extension of 
the double yellow lines at the junction of Cock Road with the High Street.  

 A discussion followed about the need for extended double yellow lines at this junction 
and the impact that the request might have. It is thought that the matter will be 
considered with the proposed planning application at Malthouse Farm.  

 The following points were raised: 
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  Cars parked on Cock Road may provide a safety zone for pedestrians. It forces the 
traffic to slow down.  

 St Matthew’s Church does not have any allocated parking. Visitors to the Church must 
use the surrounding roads to park including Cock Road and Rowde Court Road. 

 It was asked whether the Village Hall could provide parking for villagers. The Village Hall 
needs to provide parking for the village hall users. 

 It was proposed by J Dalley, seconded by J Hawkins that the double yellow lines should 
be extended by 15ft to give more space for vehicles manoeuvring. 4 Parish Councillors 
voted for the proposal and 3 voted against it. The proposal was accepted.  

 The Clerk was asked to inform Wiltshire Council’s parking restrictions department of 
the ongoing planning application for Malthouse Farm.  

Speed limit request 

 It has been suggested that the Parish Council applies for a 20mph speed limit for 
Springfield Road and Silverlands Road. This will be considered at the next Parish Council 
meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

13. Parking Update 
WC approval of application for storage container at West End Farm (17/08462/FUL) 

 Wiltshire Council has approved an application for a storage container with a roof 
extension at West End Farm without consultation with the Parish Council. Wiltshire 
Council believes that there was a fault in their system and that is why the Parish Council 
was not notified of the application.  

Revised Malthouse Farm Plans 17/08775/OUT Malthouse Farm: outline application for 
residential development of 7 dwellings, including siting, access and parking 

 Amended plans for the above application have been submitted by the applicant. The 
Parish Council and the other consultees received notification of the amended plans on 
7th November, the day before this meeting.  

 There are four new documents including a diagram of cross sections through the site, a 
topographic study, a tree survey and a site plan with a landscaping scheme. Residents 
raised concern about the proposal to plant trees along the border of the site with 
Bunnies Lane. It could result in Myrtle Farm being overshadowed by 7 -12 metres of 
embankment and trees which will impact on the light in the property. 

 The developers have proposed to drop the height of the paddock by 1ft. It is not 
believed that this will be sufficient to change the impact on the residents of Myrtle 
Farm and Ashwin’s Barn.  

 There has been no proposal to re-site the house on plot 6 as has been requested.  

 A resident commented that there was no longer social housing included in the 
proposed development.  

 Some Parish Councillors and residents present at the meeting did not feel that the 
conditions made by the Parish Council had been met by the developers at all.  

 Cllr Cuthbert will call the application in to be considered by the Planning Committee if it 
is likely to be approved by planning officers.  

 The Parish Council asked the Clerk to re-iterate the initial conditions to the planning 
department at Wiltshire Council and ask them to reconsider the proposed tree planting 
on the Bunnies Lane side of the proposed development.  

 

14. Facebook update 

 A complaint has been made about cars blocking the pavement along Marsh Lane, near 
to the junction of Rowde Court road. It was advised that pictures of cars obstructing 
pavements should be sent to the police.  
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15.  Financial matters & monthly invoices for October (total: £2458.67) 
Cheques for the invoices were proposed by C Stevens, seconded by L Wills.   
 
October invoices breakdown 
Admin costs  £1083.07 

Grounds maintenance £562.80 

Safety reports/repairs/donations £812.80 

Total: £2,458.67 

  

 Budget discussions 

 A working paper was presented to the Parish Council to start discussions about the 

budget for the year 2018-2019.  This will be reviewed again in December’s meeting.  

 The goal posts on the Large Playing Field need repairing. It was proposed by C Stevens 

and I Whittaker-Axon that up to £100 could be spent to fix the scansions on the back of 

the goal posts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16. Correspondence 
A Community Police Update has been received.  

 A woman who let her two dogs worry livestock in the village has received a Police 
caution.  

 The Parish Council gave a reminder that dogs are not allowed on the large playing field. 
The Clerk has two ‘no dogs’ signs which can be used on the Large Playing field.  

Village Hall 

 Due to insurance restrictions, the Village Hall Committee are no longer able to travel 
around the village with Father Christmas.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 13th December, at 7.30pm 
 Councillor training: Thurs 18th January, 7.30pm (Parish Councillors only) 

 
 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


