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A Year in the Life of Rowde Parish Council  

 

May 2018 – April 2019 

 

 

Donations to village groups in 2018-19 totalled: £2,210.00 

 

Donations were made to the following groups and organisations: St. Matthew’s 

Church, the Village Hall, Bromham & Rowde Monday Club, Toddler Group, Rowde 

Village News, Village Shop, and Devizes & District Link.  

 

 

Purchases  

New bin for the Hill.  

Existing bin from junction of Cock Rad has been moved to the High Street adjacent to 

the Marsh Lane junction  

 

 

Repairs 
o S Mundy repaired the bridge on the permissive path from the Rowdey cow.   

 

Infrastructure 

 Quotes were sought to carry out maintenance work on the war memorial. It 

has been agreed with St Matthew’s PCC that the suggested work would not be 

carried out at this time. It was agreed for Michael Cornwell to remove the 

lichen with water and a soft brush. The condition of the monument will be 

reviewed by the St Matthew’s PCC annually and any requirement for work 

will be passed to the Parish Council.  

 Some of culverts on Marsh Lane have been jetted by WC.  Further work needs 

to be undertaken to locate a blockage.  

 Pavilion and Large Playing field: glass was smashed on the basketball court; 

children were found to be playing on the roof of the pavilion. Members of the 

Parish Council met with the Community Payback leaders and discussed 

carrying out possible remedial work on the pavilion. The Parish Council were 

concerned in the end about spending more and more money on a building that 

needed to be demolished.  

 Rights of Way Officer at Wiltshire Council and the West Wilts Ramblers 

worked to clear the bottom of the bridleway (ROWD27) and then laid some 

scalpings down to ensure that the path can be used all year round. The 

footpath in the next field (POUL26) has been cleared of reeds to make to 

possible to access the canal.  

 The Parish Council has applied to Wiltshire Council to take over the 

management of the Silverlands Play area. The Parish Council continue to 

express concerns about the condition of the Silverlands Play area. 
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Grounds Maintenance 

 A new ground maintenance contract has been negotiated for work in the 

village. This covers maintenance of the large and small playing field, The Hill 

area and over various areas around the village.  

 The Parish Council thank Neal Bawden and Steve Pearson for strimming the 

Marsh Lane permissive footpath. They have worked tirelessly on keeping this 

path maintained for many years. This work will now be carried out by the 

grounds maintenance contractor.  

 The Hill has been re-turfed.  

 

Village Appearance 

 There are now four planters in the village, which continue to be well 

maintained. Thank you to the volunteers who plant them and look after them.  

 Rowde entered the Best Kept Village competition in 2018 and came 4th in the 

Kennet division of the first rounds. Comments made in the report include  

“a very well-maintained village centre considering the disadvantage of the 

A342 going through the centre and a very good Heritage board”. Plus ‘the 

village is let down slightly by the poor access to and the slight lack of 

maintenance at the recreation ground. It was noted that there is an intention to 

improve these facilities. Good children’s play area next to the Church”. 

 Thank you to I Whittaker-Axon for donating this year’s village Christmas tree. 

The Parish Council collectively managed to put the tree up in the grounds of 

the Village Hall and managed to have the lights working at least for some of 

the time.  

 

Highways 

Parking problems 

 Parking problems continued around the village all year: at the High Street end 

of Marsh Lane; Springfield Road; Reed Place; Maundrell Close. The 

Community Police officer advised that parking problems need to be reported 

to Highways enforcement at Wiltshire Council and not to the Police.  

 The Parish Council requested double yellow lines at the entrance of Marsh 

Lane from the High Street and also Springfield Road at the junction with the 

High Street.  

 Work began to create a new farm track next to Lakeside, Devizes Road.  

 Complaints were received throughout the summer months about the volume, 

speed and time of tractors coming through the village.  

 Thank you to Grist Environmental for donating a free road sweep to the 

village.   

  

 

Footpaths 

Rowde Village Walks booklet is being revised by Barrie Barrett and Sheila 

Bacon.  

 

Allotments 

 There was no water on site between 15 -21 August 2018. The water meter 

which is sited on Marsh Lane had been turned off and damaged. Wessex 

Water will replace the meter.  
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Planning  

Here is a sample of the planning applications that the Parish Council considered in 

2018-19 

 17/08755/FUL: Malthouse farm: hybrid planning application seeking part 

outline application for residential development of 3 market sector dwellings 

including siting, access and parking and part full permission for the change of 

use of the retained buildings to form 3 market sector dwellings.  On 1st 

November 2018 the application was debated by the Eastern Area Planning 

Committee. The hybrid application was passed. The owner will need to submit 

a full planning application for the detail of the houses to be decided.  

 18/02904/FUL: Oakwood Stud, Marsh Lane: new equine business, stationing 

of mobile home. The Parish Council supported the application with conditions. 

Wiltshire Council rejected the application. The owners then submitted a new 

application 19/01982/FUL. The Parish Council was sympathetic to the 

business starting up and supported the application. However, they had 

concerns about the number of stables and parking spaces proposed for the size 

of the site and the environmental impact this would have; the lack of provision 

for drainage and trade waste and queried the need for a permanent mobile 

home on site if the building work is not carried out. 

 Devitera microbrewery: application to open part-time tap house to allow 

consumers to experience beer and part-time shop.  An application was made to 

sell alcohol on site.  

 18/08287/FU: Lower farm: Rowdey Cow café made an application to convert 

redundant farm buildings into 2 retail units.  

 19/03717/FUL: Vine Cottage, 26 Bunnies Lane, Rowde: change of use from 

bed and breakfast to residential. The Parish Council had no objections. 

 Consultation took place on the draft Wiltshire Housing Sites Allocations plan. 

The changes to the settlement boundary proposed were: 

o To retain the existing settlement boundary and to include the redundant 

farm buildings (Malthouse Farm); and to include new dwellings on land to 

the south of Silverlands Road (Reed Place).   

 A Local Rural Housing Needs survey has been delivered to all houses in 

Rowde from 12 March – 15 April to decide whether there is a case to build 

more council properties on land off Reed Place.   

 

Land issues 

 The Canal and River Trust is unable to progress an agreement with 

neighbouring landowner regarding their request for an easement to give access 

rights to the feeder.  

 The Parish Council has sought legal advice from the National Association of 

Local Councils regarding its responsibility for land on the Common.   

 

Wiltshire Council 

 The Mobile library visits Maundrell Close once a month on a Thursday. All 

residents are encouraged to use the mobile library or we risk losing the 

service.  

o Local Government Boundary Commission for England conducted an 

electoral review of Wiltshire Council. This will first determin the overall 
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council size, followed by determination of the shape of electoral patterns.  

A new division of Bromham, Rowde & Roundway will be formed. It is not 

intended to have any effect on Rowde Parish Council.  

o The Parish Council welcomed back Cllr Cuthbert and thanked Cllr Mayes 

for covering in Anna’s absence 

o The air quality at Shane’s Castle is now beneath the recommended 

threshold for safe air levels. It is thought that this may be due to the effect 

of electric/hybrid vehicles.  

o There have been consultations on the future of special schools provision in 

Wiltshire, which will affect Rowdeford School. The Parish Council held a 

Q & A with the Headteacher at Rowdford School, Mr Loveridge and Cllr 

Jane Davies from Wiltshire Council. The Chair spoke in support of the 

application to build on land at Rowdeford School at a Wiltshire Cabinet 

meeting.  

  

Joint working 

 Rowde Parish Council, Rowde Primary Academy & St Matthew’s Church 

collaborated on events to commemorate the end of WW1. A giant poppy was 

painted by school children and placed on The Hill over the Remembrance 

weekend. There was a poppy trial around the village with annotations from the 

lives of fallen soldiers from Rowde. Silhouettes of a soldier were created and 

placed around the village.  

 The twinning association group from Ingrandes-les-Fresnes-sur-Loire from 

France came to visit in October. There was a skittles challenge Bromham v 

Rowde.  

 Thank you to J Dalley for organising the Party in the Barn fundraiser.  

 

 

Looking forward 

 Creating a footpath in Tanis: A survey was carried out in June 2018 of 

residents in Tanis. 28 out of 35 survey forms were returned. 27 households 

supported a footpath and would prefer it to be roadside if possible. 28 

households supported a reduction of traffic using Conscience Lane or traffic 

calming measures. CATG were generally supportive of the request to create a 

footpath. Due to the length of pavement required, Wiltshire Council has said 

that it can be considered for a substantive funding scheme.  

 Future of the Pavilion – demolition is scheduled for w/c 3rd June.  

 Caen Hill improvements – Wiltshire Council will share proposal towards the 

end of the year.   

 A Scooter event is being held on the large playing field on w/e 5-7th July 2019 

 

 

 

Welcome to new Parish Councillors: Yazmin Pullen,  

 

Farewell: Paul Lucas, Ben Bentley, Steve Mundy.  

 

VACANCIES: We currently have vacancies for 4 Parish Councillors. We would love 

to have you as part of our team. You can play a part in influencing and shaping where 

you live. We need you!!  
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