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FOOD TIMES
Every day Lunch 12.00- 2.30
Every evening 6.00 - 9.00

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 11.00
Friday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - Midnight
Saturday:
      all day 12.00 to midnight
Sunday:
      all day 12.00 to 11.00pm

Sunday Carvery, good quality 
Pub food & Ales

Quiz every Sunday evening 
starting at 8pm

Chip Shop Friday 5.30 to 9.00
Eat in or Take Away

Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Rebekah Jeffries and she can be 
contacted at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or 01380 720988.

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729459

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

This month’s front cover shows a stunning silk 
painting by Alisha Helmn who is in year 9 at 
Rowdeford School. Well done Alisha!

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the March edition of the Rowde 
Village News and I hope you enjoy reading it.
There are some super articles and reports for you 
to read this month including excellent ‘reports’ from 
both our schools (see pages 16 and 17). Before 
I go any further though I must point you in the 
direction of  the map on our centre pages which 
show the proposed locations of the village street 
lights being considered for a part time lighting 
scheme. Read all about it on pages 28 and 29.
Again the local news pages (32 to 34) are busy 
this month as is the village diary on page 55 
with a large number of events coming up during 
the next few months.
There’s an excellent short story by a local 
author featured on page 21. And if you have 
a ‘one page fictional story’, or an interesting 
factual tale to tell, then please email it to us and 
we can print it in a future issue.
What about the very eye-catching silk painting 
on this issue’s front cover? The talented artist 
is Alisha Helmn from Rowdeford School. Well 
done Alisha, we love it!
And speaking of artists, we have work by two 
Rowde artists on show (and for sale) during 
March at an exciting new exhibition in The Old 
Mill Gallery in nearby Worton. It’s entitled ‘Mad 
March Hares ...and other creatures great and 
small’ and promises to be well worth visiting. 
Read all about it on page 32.
We would love to feature more artwork by local 
artists and also local photographs (old or new) 
taken or owned by villagers in future magazines 
so please send yours in.
Mind how you go, Ed
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
The first meeting of the New Year was held on 
January 26th in the Village Hall when we were pleased 
to welcome three visitors who we hope enjoyed the 
meeting and will come again.
Also it was pleasing to have Mrs Pauline Hawkins 
back again who gave us another delightful show of 
her lovely photos. This time it was the beautiful floral 
arrangements in Salisbury Cathedral last year for the 
Magna Carta. To end her presentation Pauline showed 
some very humorous ‘shots’ of animals.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.S.Elvin, Mrs.C.Barter, 
Mrs.J.Arnold, Mrs.C.Morris, Miss R. Johnson and 
Mrs.J.Swift.
There will have been a change from the programme 
for the February meeting on February 23rd as, instead 
of ‘putting on weight’ eating Pancakes, June will have 
told us about when she went ‘Film Making’!
The meeting on March 29th will be making Easter 
Baskets (Ready for next year).
Di. Buckland, Secretary

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

Due to illness the meeting on February 2nd, was 
cancelled. The next meeting will be on March 1st. 
when hopefully Barrie will be giving a Slide Show.
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
The Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall 
was held on February 2nd.
The Chairman Mr.B.Barrett presided over the 
meeting and stated in his report that as there 
were so few attending it was pleasing to think that 
everyone was ‘happy’ with how the Hall was being 
‘run’ and looked after for all to use.
He said we had recently received some very 
encouraging remarks made by users of the Hall on 
how warm, clean and accommodating the Hall is.
He thanked the Committee and the many 
volunteers for all their help with the various 
events held, especially the Christmas Bazaar 
which was the main source of fund raising. 
Many thanks were due to the Handy family for 
all their help with the Christmas float used to 
collect around the village prior to the Bazaar 
and Sue and Geoff Edwards for making and 
donating another set of Christmas figures which 
were placed on the fence replacing the ones 
vandalised last year.
Mr.Barrett continued by thanking Mrs.Burbidge 
for her work as Treasurer and taking the 
bookings, Mrs.T.Rudman for auditing the 
Accounts, the ‘Ladies’ who each Friday clean 
the Hall, Mr.B.Cross for cutting the grass and 
Mr.M.Burbidge for ‘strimming’ the banks.
The projects for 2015 were to redecorate the 
Kitchen, Car Park entrance, stairs and the toilet 
entrance hall which were all done. It was then 
decided to install new radiators which have 
proved to be very efficient.
Mr.Barrett ended by saying the Committee is two 
elected members short and requested anyone over 
18 who were interested to put their names forward.
Treasurer’s Report -  Mrs.M.Burbidge  presented 
the Financial Statement stating that all the fund 

HIWAY CLUB
The members of the HIway Club (for the Hearing 
Impaired) met in the Village Hall on January 27th and 
had another interesting evening with Mr Alan Truscott 
who brought along some more ‘curious’ items from 
his many collections, including old ‘Denture moulds’, 
Scales and Mathematical Instruments.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.D.Buckland, Mrs.L.Harris, 
Mrs.J.Ilott, Mr.C.Bown, Mrs.M.Dean, Miss G.Harris 
and Mr.W.Ilott.
On February 24th William will have shown a film 
on Las Vegas.  On March 30th there will be a 
Games Evening.
Di. Buckland (Secretary)

raising events again made a good profit and the 
Hiring fees , Bingo profit etc. again covered the 
main outgoings for Gas, Electric and Water etc. 
She also stated that the cost of the new radiators 
had been a gift from an anonymous person.
Secretary’s Report - Mrs. A.Stradling, Secretary, 
reported that the Bingo sessions were still only 
supported by a few but a small profit was made. 
She thanked Mr.Cross and Mrs.B.Plumb for 
doing the ’calling’ and all those who checked 
the tickets, sell the tickets and the refreshment 
ladies and the many who helped with setting up 
and taking down the tables etc. each week.
Election of Committee:
Representative members
• Tuesday Afternoon Club  - Mrs. S. Elvin
• Ladies Club    - Mrs. D. Buckland
Elected members were re-elected en bloc namely: 
Mr.B.Barrett, Mr.B.Cross, Mr.C.Stevens, 
Mrs.M.Burbidge, Mrs.D.Ellis and Mrs.A.Stradling.
B.Barrett
Dates for the Diary:
MARCH 5th - TABLE TOP SALE
APRIL 30th - PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
JULY 2nd - VILLAGE FETE
AUGUST 6th - FLOWER SHOW
OCTOBER 1st - PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
DECEMBER 3rd - CHRISTMAS BAZAAR   
B Barrett, Chairman

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
No report this month.
Caroline Culley, 01380 850531 or 07557 983940
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PHOTO FUN

Do you have any amusing photos of people or 
pets? Send them in! 

This month we have some amusing photos of animals 
that have been taken at just the right moment.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
It’s Good to Talk
And so ran the British Telecom’s 
advertisement with Bob Hoskins some years 
ago.  Truth is, it’s true.  Whether it’s just 
connecting with friends, processing difficult 
experiences, or running a business, it pays to 
express yourself, and listen…
In fact, as good as it is to talk, listening is a 
skill that’s way underrated and undervalued.  I 
get the feeling sometimes that we’ve become 
so self-centred and obsessed with our ‘me, 
me, me’ culture, that other people’s news is 
just, well…… not as interesting as our own.  
I’m not proclaiming to be a particularly 
interesting person but if you pay attention to 
people when you’re talking it’s easy to see 
how long, or more to the point, how short, 
their attention span is.  Then the eyes glaze 
over and you know they’re just itching to say, 
‘Yes but I think…..’
I’ve no doubt we’re all guilty of this and not 
half as selfless as we’d like to think.  But 
listening is an art and it takes practice.  I’d 
say the first step is just being aware of what 
we’re doing and how we’re behaving.  Maybe 
then we might be able to catch ourselves 
when we’re just about to interject with ‘Yes, 
but I think….’
At the moment the Rowde Village News team 
are in listening mode as we look to improve 
the magazine.  To help us work out what the 
best changes are to make depends on us 
finding out from local people, businesses and 
community groups what they need and want 
from their magazine.
On that note, I’m going to stop talking and wait, 
ready to listen (or read), to any thoughts you 
may have on how we can improve the Rowde 
Village News.  
All thoughts welcome.  
Please email:  watters.alan@gmail.com 

…and here’s a thought for the day 
you are reading this:
Faith
Once, all villagers decided to pray for rain. 
On the day of prayer all the people gathered 
but only one boy came with an umbrella. 
THAT’S FAITH!
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Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the parish, 
or if you have a personal item to sell, then 
contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 or by 
email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the RVN, or have 
any other questions about its distribution then 
contact: Jan Emm on 01380 725455 or by 
email at jan.emm@hft.org.uk

convenience DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given and 
views expressed in this magazine are generally 
as supplied by the contributors. Our personal 
comments may sometimes be expressed in 
the editorial on page 3 and if our views are 
given elsewhere, they will be credited as so. 
In addition, much of the local news items is 
sourced directly from other publications and 
the internet. We therefore apologise for any 
inaccuracies published but regrettably we have 
no control over this possibility happening. We 
will however publish any corrections notified to 
us as soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB
The next meeting is on March 9th when a choice two books will be discussed. These are ‘To the 
Lighthouse’ by Virginia Woolf and ‘The Tea Planter’s Wife’ by Dinah Jefferies. Please note that, due 
to the popularity of the Rowde Book Club, we are unable to take on any new members for the 
foreseeable future.

BOOK REVIEW
‘Wild’ From Lost to Found on The 

Pacific Crest Trail 
by Cheryl Strayed

‘Wild’ is the inspiring account of a life that had unravelled and 
of a journey that put it back together again.
At twenty-six, the author had lost all self-respect. Abused and 
abandoned by her natural father she then lost her beloved 
mother to cancer, her step-father and siblings scattered and 
through thoughtless affairs and dabbling with heroin her 
marriage broke up.
This past reveals what drove her to change and to challenge 
herself. On impulse
She determined to hike alone over 1000 miles of The Pacific 
Crest Trail which extends continuously from the Mexican 
border in California to a bridge spanning the Columbia River 
just into Canada. Starting in the Mojave Desert, she covered 
the trail through California, Oregon and into Washington State.
She had absolutely no experience, poorly chosen but heavy equipment and insufficient funds, 
but forced herself on by sheer determination. As she describes her progress, her past is told as a 
counter-narrative alongside the blisters, lost toe-nails and the wounds inflicted by carrying a very 
heavy backpack she called ‘Monster.’
She encounters extremes of temperature from over 100 deg F to below Zero plus record 
snowfalls, water shortages and the threat of black bears and rattlesnakes. Also the occasional 
leering man although most of the few hikers she met were very pleasant and helpful. She gives 
us vivid descriptions of the natural beauty and wonders of the PCT including Mount Hood, 
Crater Lake and the Sierras.
Her journey maddened, strengthened and ultimately healed her.
The writing style is easy- light, warm and funny. All agreed it was an enjoyable book well worth reading.
‘Wild’ has been translated into more than 40 languages and made into a successful film starring 
Reese Witherspoon as Cheryl Strayed.
Jacqui Hylands-White

Rowde Primary 
Academy Playing Fields

If any organised group 
within Rowde village or its 

surrounds would like to use 
the Rowde Primary School 
Playing fields for specific 
training or events then in 

first instance please contact  
Philip Piper on 01380 828236
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Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council meeting in 
February 2016 were:
Part-time night lighting in the Village
Wiltshire Council has produced a map highlighting street 
lights that may be suitable for part-time night lighting. 
The units would be switched off at around 12 midnight 
and switched back on at around 5.30am. The opinions 
of the villagers are being sought regarding which lights 
could be switched off. A full map can be viewed on the 
village noticeboards, on the village website, through the 
Rowde Parish Council Facebook page and on pages 28 
& 29 of this magazine. Please contact the Clerk with any 
comments you have or if you would like to receive a copy 
of the map. The deadline for comments is 1st April 2016.
Fibre-optic Broadband
It is anticipated that fibre-optic broadband will be 
available in Rowde by this summer (2016). The exact 
date is still to be confirmed. Cllr Cuthbert continues to 
campaign on behalf of Rowde. 
Flooding risk on Silverlands Road
Concern was raised about the proposed Wiltshire Council 
bungalow development causing a detrimental effect to the 
current draining problems in Silverlands Road. Wiltshire 
Council has responded to say that the issue of flooding 
has been raised through the planning process and that 
there is additional work planned to alleviate any flooding 
concerns. This includes the revision of a new attenuation 
draining scheme solution, which was required in order to 
satisfy the requirement of both the council’s draining team 
and Wessex Water. It is understood that Aster Housing 
are arranging some remedial work to resolve the issues 
relating to their properties.
Proposed bungalow development – Silverlands Road
Wiltshire Council has commenced the initial stage of 
the tendering process by advertising the project. They 
aim to formally go out to tender in March, to appoint a 
contractor in May and to start on site in June. 
Planning 
16/00432/DP3: Rowdeford School, St Edith’s Marsh 
South to Close Lane, Rowde, Wiltshire, SN10 2QQ: 

Steve Mundy           Chair; Village Hall Liaison       steve.mundy@gmail.com      01380 727598
Ben Bentley            Roads, transport & footpaths       vinecottagebb@btinternet.com   01380 728360
John Dalley             Sports & Playing Fields           rowdesports@hotmail.co.uk    07592 063789
John Hawkins         Planning                                    jwhawkinsuk@gmail.com      01380 722302
Andrew Seedhouse   Rowde’s Future (Neighbourhood Planning)  seedhouse3@gmail.com      01380 829663
Chris Stevens         Allotments                    01380 738438
Lesley Stewart        Finance                                      lesleystewart493@hotmail.com         
Gemma Sartin         Youth link                                  gemma.sartin@yahoo.co.uk    07736550836
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY
Rebekah Jeffries    Clerk                                          rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com   01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Anna Cuthbert Wiltshire Councillor                   anna.cuthbert@wiltshire.gov.uk    07980 045351 
   

Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne

To renew planning permission for 3 double mobile 
classrooms (app E/10/1449/573).The Parish Council 
supported this application.
Grounds Maintenance
Large Playing Field
Flooding problems: There are concerns about 
flooding on the top field, which has drainage built into 
it. There is a broken pipe across the bridleway which 
may be causing the problem. The Parish Council 
agreed to source a quote for hiring the equipment 
needed to repair the pipe. 
• The Chair suggested planting semi-mature 
trees along the side of the playing field that borders 
the bridleway to help to drain the field. The item will 
appear on the agenda for the next Parish Council 
meeting for further discussion.
Pitch marking: English Landscapes have re-marked 
the pitch. However, due to the heavy rainfall, the lines 
have nearly been washed away again. D Parker will 
try to mark out the pitch as it stands. 
BMX track & Skate Park
The Youth Council has removed a large rock from the 
BMX track and they have sealed a raised section of 
one of the ramps in the Skate Park 
Small Playing Field
RoSPA repairs
The remaining RoSPA safety report repairs have been 
carried out. 
• The chain link fence which borders the small 
playing field with residents in Tower View is in serious 
need of attention. Part of the fence has been removed 
due to damage caused by tree/hedge overgrowth 
and people climbing over it. However, a much larger 
project is needed to remedy the situation as the whole 
fence will need replacing. 
• Quotes to replace the fence around the 
toddlers’ play area will be considered at the Parish 
Council meeting in March. 
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Highways update
The Highways department has agreed to clear the 
culvert under Tanis bridge with a JCB and to push the 
sides of the bank back. 
The drain near to the bus stop on Devizes Road has 
been repaired and jetted. A JCB will also clear out the 
ditches around the bus shelter.
Dunkirk Hill – pavement from Rowde to Devizes
Cllr Cuthbert has sent a letter to Cllr Whitehead 
about the safety concerns for pedestrians using the 
pavement from Rowde to Devizes. Cllr Cuthbert has 
requested that a permanent solution is sought to the 
problem. The matter is being considered now as a 
matter of urgency. 
Caen Hill – speeding and safety concerns
The Chair has written to Cllr Whitehead expressing 
concerns about the speed at which traffic travels on 
Caen Hill. The matter is still being pursued.
Best Kept Village Competition
It was suggested that this year’s village clean-up is 
incorporated with the ‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign 
which is taking place this year to help celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday. 
It was noted that there is already interest in re-painting 
the Church gates. The benches on the Hill also need 
painting and a couple of the posts there need replacing. 
If anyone is willing to take part in the village 
‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign, please register 
your interest with the Clerk (tel: 01380 720988, 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com), or register through 
the Rowde Parish Council Facebook page. 
Bus Service Consultation
People are invited to have their say on a review of 
subsidised bus services in Wiltshire. The review 
is being carried out as part of wider plans to help 
Wiltshire Council save money. 
There will be a number of ‘Your Bus Matters’ events 
over the next few weeks to highlight these proposed 
cuts. The Devizes event will be held on Thursday 3 
March 2016 10am - 2pm Devizes Corn Exchange (in 
the flea market). Please see poster on page……
Please note, home to school bus services are not 
affected by the proposed cuts but young people are 
urged to have their say with a view to their extra-
curricular activities, social events, future travel to 
college, weekends etc. 
The consultation can be found at www.wiltshire.
gov.uk/subsidised-bus-servicesconsultation. Paper 
copies can be picked up in council offices, libraries, on 
buses operating contracted services, or people can 
call 0300 456 0100 to have one posted to them. The 
consultation runs until 4 April 2016. 
Neighbourhood Planning
A legal challenge has been made to the Devizes Area 
Neighbourhood Plan by developers. 
A Neighbourhood Planning Roadshow has been 
organized by Community First and everyone is welcome 
to attend. The Roadshow will be on Wednesday 16th 
March 2016, 17:30 — 20:30, at Devizes Sports Club, 
SN10 2D. It is hoped that the Roadshow will show the 
best way for the Parish to move forward.

Parish Council Facebook Page
The Parish Council Facebook page has been running 
for a month now and is being used well. An item on 
flooding in Silverlands received 127 hits. 
• A request was made through Facebook to 
gravel the footpath outside of Furlong Close. The Clerk 
will contact Hft to investigate further. 
Cllr G Sartin agreed to provide the Parish Council 
with regular updates on items that are raised on the 
Facebook page. The Parish Council thanked G Sartin 
for setting up the Facebook pages and administering it.
Please logon to find the most up to date news and 
events that are happening in the village or to get in 
touch with your Parish Councillors. 
Finance 
o Monthly invoices for January totaling £3275.87 
were approved (proposed by B Bentley, seconded by 
C Stevens. All Councillors were in favour)
Admin costs/stationery   £986.02
 Grounds Maintenance   £490.75
Play equipment repairs £1799.10
Total: £3275.87
Wiltshire Council tax increase
• Wiltshire Council will debate the 
recommendation to increase the Council Tax by 1.9% 
at the full Council meeting on 23 February 2016. 
This comes after 6 years of freezing the precept. 
Wiltshire Council is also recommending that the 2% 
government social care levy is applied in 2016/17 that 
is ring fenced for spending on social care in the county. 
The Police & Crime Commissioner has confirmed that 
his precept will increase by 1.9%. The newly merged 
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service will apply a council tax 
precept of 1.99% plus an additional increase of 4.5% 
to bring the amount that Wiltshire residents pay up to 
the same amount as residents in Dorset. This will be 
on top of the local precept set by the parish council.
Get involved!
The Parish Council has vacancies for three Parish 
Councillors. If you are interested in matters that affect 
your village and would like to be involved in making 
decisions that impact on your local area, please get 
involved. No previous experience is required and training 
will be provided. Please contact the Clerk for more details
Dates for the diary - 
The next Parish Council meetings will be on 
Wednesday 9th March 2016 at 7.30pm, and then on 
Wednesday 13th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary at the back of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish notice 
boards and on the village website.  
You are very welcome to join us at the next 
Parish Council meeting or to contact any of the 
Councillors directly – please see contact details on 
opposite page. 
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello Everyone,
Easter is just around the 
corner and ‘our ladies’ 
have been busy knitting 
Easter bunnies, chicks and 
rabbits so that you can 
give someone that special 
unique present with or 
without a Cadburys crème egg.
They are all reasonably priced and varied in 
design. We also have Easter cards.

We have had a slight reshuffle with a view to 
making more space and advertising our special 
prices which are compatible with many of the 
super market prices.
We are looking at stocking new products and it 
does change from week to week.
Do watch our face book page to see what is 
happening and please keep us up to date with 
your needs.
We are trying to source greetings cards and 
stationary in reasonable quantities and that is 
looking promising.
The recipes this month have a Easter flavour  
about them, it is something the children can 
easily do.
If you have visitors over Easter and require extra 
newspapers please let us know and we can 
order them for you.
Kind regards to you all
The Shop Team
01380 739800                                        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 1:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 11:00am
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

JAN’S RECIPES
Betty Crocker Brownie Cake mix
Make according to the packet instructions 
and while still warm place slice on a dish and top 
with scummy extra vanilla ice cream.

Banana splits are a quick pudding
Fresh banana covered with chocolate heaven 
ice cream and clotted cream ice cream, 
chocolate sauce and flaked almonds.
Easter Biscuits
These are perfect to make with the children 
and are ideal presents. Just pop a few into 
some cellophane bags and tie the tops with 
some coloured ribbon.

INGREDIENTS:
• 100g Butter (unsalted)
• 100g Unrefined golden caster sugar
• 1 Egg (free range?) medium, beaten
• 200g Plain white flour
• ½tsp Mixed spice
• ¼tsp Cinnamon
• 50g Currants
• 2tbsp Mixed peel
• 1 Egg white (free range?) lightly beaten

METHOD:
1.  Preheat oven to 200 degrees C (fan 180, 
gas mark 6).
2.  In a bowl, cream the butter and sugar together with 
an electric whisk or a wooden spoon.
3.  Beat in the egg followed by the remaining 
ingredients apart from egg white and Demerara 
sugar, to make a fairly soft dough.
4.  Turn the dough on to a floured surface, knead 
lightly until just smooth, then roll out on a lightly floured 
work surface to about 5mm thick.
5.  Using  Easter shaped cutters, such as egg 
shapes, bunnies or chicks, cut the dough out into 
shapes. Re-roll and repeat until all the dough is 
used up. Brush each biscuits with egg white and 
sprinkle with Demerara sugar.
6. Transfer the shapes to two lined baking trays 
and bake for 10 to 12 minutes until golden. 
Transfer to a wire rack to cool.
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed) 
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Welcome to Sign of the Angel - a 15th Century 
coaching inn that encompasses the key elements 
of a traditional Inn - to provide great tasting food 
and drink in front of large open fires with warm, 
homely rooms for those staying overnight. 
The inn is located in the National Trust village of Lacock, 
on the edge of the Cotswolds and the West Country, 
whilst only a short distance from Bath. The Restaurant 
operates on an ethos of using the best local, seasonal 
produce and they encourage a relaxed, easy going 
atmosphere in the dining rooms, which provide the 
ideal place to settle in and warm up next to the open 
fires in the winter months. In the summer months, they 
have a beautiful garden to enjoy a cream tea next to 
the stream, along with a paddock which will gradually 
be able to subsidise the produce for the kitchen.
FOOD & DRINK MENUS
The menus are created from fresh, seasonal 
ingredients in order to serve great tasting dishes 
from honest foods. They source produce from 
local suppliers here in the West Country to 
ensure that the food process is traceable, and 
from sustainable farmers, growers and butchers.
The list of drinks are carefully selected brands, while 
offering some familiar favourites whilst also presenting 
some fantastic artisan refreshments. Wines are picked 
to complement the menu and offer great value.
Note that, in addition to the usual menus, there are set 
lunch menus and evening specials that change on a 
daily basis, along with a children’s menu.
Do let them know if you have any dietary 
requirements or allergies upon booking. They 
have marked all gluten free dishes with a GF 
against each dish on the menus, and ‘ * ‘ means 
that the dish can be served GF if requested. 
They can also do alternative vegetarian options if 
the menu dish is not to your taste.
Private Parties
The Banquet room provides a superb dining 
space for larger groups of 12 to 16 people, to 
enjoy themselves in their own private room. 
Perfect for celebrating special occasions 
with family and friends or great to entertain 
colleagues and clients. They will happily create 
an event perfect for your needs. Please see the 
Private Parties set menu for their group offering.

EATING OUT - THE SIGN OF THE ANGEL, LACOCK

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could write 
us a review please send it to Suzan at 
suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

REVIEWS (all Visited during February 2016):
“Delightful setting, delightful tea!”
A bitterly cold day - but a warm welcome and 
roaring fire soon solved that.
We had cream teas, one with jam and cream 
and the other with savoury cheese scones. 
Range of teas and coffees available. Kindly 
produced fresh scones for us, still warm from 
the oven. We will return - and I suggest you visit 
too!
K A
“One Course lunch”
Called into the Sign of the Angel, while visiting 
Lacock Abbey, (on recommendation from Peter, 
chef at the Bistro in Devizes). We chose one 
course from the a la carte lunch menu, but if 
we had been able to linger for longer, the set 
lunch looked great. Our food (the goats cheese 
ciabatta and trio of pork platter) were well 
presented, delicious and service was friendly 
and attentive.
Steve B
“Great food, great service, no ghost”
Visited the Sign of the Angel for the wife’s 
birthday meal. We went on a Friday night and 
it was great - really cosy with a fire burning, 
fantastic atmosphere. The staff were all 
attentive and friendly, but not over the top. 
The food was excellent and very reasonable 
priced. The little extras they gave us as treats 
throughout the meal made a huge difference. I 
would thoroughly recommend this place.
Ben C

The Sign of the Angel
6 Church Street, Lacock SN15 2LB

01249 730230   info@signoftheangel.co.uk
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Date/Time  Service                
Wednesday 02   
11.00 am  Holy Communion
Sunday 06  Lent 4 Mothering Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

Wednesday 09 
12.00 am  Lent 4 Group
Sunday 13  Lent 5
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Family Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Parish Communion
Wednesday 16 Lent 1  
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House
12.00 am  Lent 5 Group
Sunday 20  Palm Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
9.30 am  Family Communion, Junior Church in the Village Hall
11.00 am  Family Service, Bromham
Monday 21  Monday in Holy Week  
1.00 pm  Rowde Academy Rehearsals
7.30 pm  Compline, Bromham
Tuesday 22  Tuesday in Holy Week  
7.30 pm  Compline, Bromham

Wednesday 23 Wednesday in Holy Week  
11.00 am  Holy Communion
1.30 pm  Rowde Academy Service
7.30 pm  Compline, Bromham
Thursday 24 Maundy Thursday  
7.30 pm  Benefice Holy Communion, Bromham

Friday 25  Good Friday
10.30 am  Children Service 
10.30 am  Children Service, Bromham
2.00 pm  Last Hour Reflection
7.30 pm  Stations of The Cross, Bromham
Saturday 26   
7.30 pm  Easter Vigil

Sunday 27  Easter Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Easter Holy Communion
11.00 am  Easter Family Communion

March Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

In addition, a short service of Morning Prayer 
is normally said on Tuesdays at 8am; please 
join us if you are able to.  
Please note that the Church is open every day 
from 10am – 4pm
Coffee is available from 10.30 to noon on 
Tuesdays.

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 
or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Please check the Church notice board for 
further information. 
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The Reverend John Rees
Thoughts from The Rectory
As we listen to our media many of the events in our 
world give cause for anxiety. Will our national security be 
threatened if we leave the EU? Alternatively will we be 
forced to comply with unwelcome European legislation 
if we stay in? Could the events depicted in the new film 
“London has fallen” really happen?
Some would say that the best response to all this is to 
adopt an optimistic air and hope for the best. After all 
there are many positive things to enjoy, and there is no 
point in focusing on the worst. But Jesus saw things 
differently. He was never afraid of facing the realities of a 
very dysfunctional world.
He spoke of wars, famine, economic crises, natural 
disasters, and warned his disciples to be prepared for 
just such eventualities. He made it quite clear that he 
was not going to be welcomed with open arms by the 
authorities, and that he was going to be subjected to a 
humiliating death - and if that is not failure, what is?
In fact, there is quite a body of people to this day who 
regard him as a well-meaning idealist who suffered the 
consequences of his unrealistic ‘turn-the other-cheek’ 
philosophy. In other words it didn’t work. It was a failure.
Yet that is precisely where Jesus began, and where he 
begins today. For the first Christians, hope began in a 
graveyard – with the sight of the empty tomb.
As we approach this season of Holy Week and Easter 
we come face to face with the greatest fear of mankind 
- that all ends in death.  But the Good News of Easter is 
what seemed like failure was in fact the beginning of life. 
Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, God offers us all 
hope. We are loved and accepted by God despite our 
failures – and we are promised that death is not the end 
but a gateway to new life.
May I wish you all a happy Easter.
Best wishes, John
Notes from our Churchwardens
Mothers’ Union: - No details provided.
Tuesday Coffee Morning: - Coffee stall from 10:30 
and going onto midday.  
Toddler Groups in Bromham and Rowde We would 
like to welcome all parents, carers and toddlers to three 
toddler groups running in our parishes.  You are all very 
welcome.  The groups run fortnightly during school term 
time.  The February and March dates are below. 
Little Angels at St Nicholas Church, Bromham 
9.15 -11:  4th, 18th March and 01 April.                                     
Contact: ed.myer@yahoo.co.uk 
Shooting Stars Rowde Village Hall 9.30-11: 22nd 
March.  Contact: zoe.dempsey@4children.org.uk 
Tiddlywinks St Matthews Church, Rowde, will 
be held on March 1st and 15th.  Many of last terms 
toddlers have now entered school so if there are any 
youngest and or parents looking for a change of scenario 
and companionship for a couple of hours contact: 
carolineculley1@outlook.com 
Stewday:  The next Stewday is going to be held on 
Tuesday 23rd of February at 6.30 pm in St Matthew’s 
Church. ADULTS £7.00 / CHILDREN (Under 12) £3.00
Please contact Jane & Gavin Moss for tickets on 01380 
729160 or mosscadet@lineone.net
We would be really pleased to see you.

Lent Course
During Lent in St Matthew’s we are holding weekly 
midday discussions about Lent and what that might 
mean to us as individuals.  The dates are for the 
remainder of Lent are:
Wednesday 2nd, 9th and 16th March at 12.00
If you are interested in joining us please contact either 
Rev john Rees or the Church Wardens.
Cluster Services
We had a very successful Ash Wednesday evening 
Cluster Communion service enhanced by three choirs 
providing excellent music.  Other services being held 
within the Cluster of Worton and Marston, Rowde, 
Bromham, Chittoe and Sandy Lane and Seend, 
Bulkington and Poulshot are shown below:
Thursday 5th May: Ascension Day Holy Communion at 
7.30 pm at St Mary’s The Virgin Potterne, an  
opportunity to celebrate this Festival together.
Saturday 10th September: Cluster Praise of Service at 
6 pm at Christ Church Worton, an informal service of 
worship for all the family.
Sunday 20th November: Songs of Praise at 6pm 
at Christ Church Bulkington, a special “Songs of 
Praise” for Christ the King, joining Bulkington for their 
Patronal Festival.
Please make a note in your diary and let’s try to 
return the support on Ash Wednesday from the 
other Cluster benefices.
Numbered Blue Gift Aid Envelopes   
Those members of the St Matthew’s Electoral Roll who 
give regular donations to the church using the weekly 
numbered Blue Gift Aid Envelopes will find the Envelopes 
for use from 06 March 2016 until 26 February 2017 
available for collection from the Church.  They are in a 
cardboard box on the right hand side of the North Doors 
as you go into the church.  There 25 numbered sets, 001 
to 025.  Those parishioners who have had a set number 
from previous years, within in the scope of 001 to 025, 
may retain the same number if they so wish.  There is 
an accompanying list and I would ask those parishioners 
who use the numbered envelope system to write their 
name against the number they wish to use as this will 
enable the Treasurer to correctly reclaim Gift Aid from the 
Inland Revenue.
Annual Parish Church Meeting       
Sunday 17 April at 10:45 am
As with any formal body that has accounts and an elected 
Committee St Matthew’s Church has to hold an annual 
meeting so as to render it accounts to its parishioners and 
members of the Parish Church Council have to be elected/
re-elected.  To be able to vote at the APCM one needs to 
be on the St Matthew’s Church Electoral Roll.
If you are not sure whether or not you are recorded as 
being on the roll you can check with either of the church 
wardens or you wish to join the roll please contact Jenny 
Lund, the PCC Secretary on 01380.
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Churchwardens: 
Gavin Moss  Tel 01380 729160
Michael Cornwell Tel 01380 722855
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/
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FUN COLUMN
Welcome to this month’s fun column. 
Back to school!

Volunteer for Wiltshire Sight 
in 2016

Was your new years resolution to do 
something you’ve never done before or 
maybe to give something back to your local 
community? Then volunteering may be what 
you are looking for.
Wiltshire Sight’s volunteers help keep the 
organisation running, everything from website 
maintenance to assisting the fundraising 
team to helping on our Christmas market 
stalls. There is an opportunity for everyone in 
volunteering, any skill you have can be put to 
good use at Wiltshire Sight. 
Here’s what one of our volunteers thinks of 
their experience at Wiltshire Sight:
“I enjoy the role because my tasks are varied 
and I know that I am making a meaningful 
contribution as one of the team.”
Now more than ever we need the support 
of our volunteers as the organisation goes 
from strength to strength and continues to 
grow. If you are interested in volunteering 
for us or know someone who would be, call 
us on 01380 723682 for more information or 
look at the positions we have available on 
our website.
Volunteer Coordinator for Wiltshire sight – 
Tina Stone – said: “We have a variety of 
different roles ranging from admin assistants 
to supporting us with one of our activity clubs. 
No matter what your previous experience 
is, you will be able to assist Wiltshire Sight, 
which in turn will allow us to continue support 
local people living with sight loss.”
For more information,please telephone the 
Wiltshire Sight team on 01380 739113 or 
email info@wiltshiresight.org

CHURCH ROTAS
Brass Cleaning

Now being done a bi-monthly basis and none 
being done in March

Contact is Jane Moss 01380 729160
Flower Arranging

10 am Easter Saturday 26 March all arrangers 
Please.   If anyone would like to give a    
 donation towards Easter Flowers, please 

hand to Liz Ibbetson or to a Church Warden.
CHURCH CLEANING
Our next cleaning sessions is:                                 

01 April, meeting at the church at 10 am.
If you would like to come and help clean please let 
me know. We usually get everything done in about 
an hour and a half at the most depending on how 
many there are of us. Tea/Coffee/Cake and a chat 
will be on offer at the end of the session.
Jane Moss 01380 729160 mosscadet@lineone.net
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Things seem very quiet here at Hft at the 
moment, but with Easter and Mother’s Day 
on the horizon I have a feeling things will 
become increasingly busy. We are busy making 
hampers for both events as you can see. Our 
Mother’s Day hampers will include some edible 
goodies as well as a card, bag, scented heart, 
and bath bomb. The Easter hampers will be 
more chocolate based for obvious reasons. 

We have also been taking orders for Simnel 
Cakes and Easter Biscuits. 
We will have a selection of all our Easter 
goodies at the Fair Trade food Fair on 12th 
March in the Corn Exchange from 10am – 2pm. 
Come and see us there. 
One of our talented staff members has very 
kindly ‘upcycled’ an old dresser and donated it to 
us for our reception area, so we can now display 
all our goods for sale in a very stylish way. 

NEWS FROM Hft

We are getting excited about all the new things 
we are about to launch with Saturday morning 
Drama starting on the 30th April, and our new 
Grow & Sow project starting at the beginning of 
April. Watch out for further details. 
I’m sure you will all have seen our new signs at the 
entrance to Furlong Close, these were erected as 
a result of our speak out group ‘Voices to be Heard’ 
campaigning for better signage to stop drivers 
arriving on site at speed.  Unfortunately after only a 
few weeks one of them has been damaged possibly 
by someone falling into it with such force it came out 
of the ground. I do hope no one hurt themselves. 
We have unfortunately had to pay for a new one at 
some considerable cost, which means as a charity 
money has to be used from somewhere else. 
Finally …..
A big ‘Thank you’ to all of our Rowde Village 
News distributors who returned their slips 
before Christmas, this has resulted in us saving 
around 35 copies each month. 
We have had a number of people who are 
no longer able to deliver the magazines so if 
anyone is interested (especially with the better 
weather on the way – apparently!) in taking on 
a round please get in touch. 
Jan Emm
Tel: 01380 725455 Ext 1004
Email: Jan.Emm@hft.org.uk
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National Care Standards Inspection 
(Ofsted)
In December we had 
our 3-day unannounced 
Residential Care 
Standards inspection by 
Wendy Anderson, Lead 
Social Care Inspector.
We have just received our report and 
are delighted to announce that we have 
achieved ‘Outstanding’! 

The report recognises the excellent 
standard of provision in residential 
care at Rowdeford and it is the best we 
have ever received: ‘The quality of care 
and support that staff give to young 
people is exceptional’; ‘Staff have very 
high aspirations for young people’; 
‘The residential provision is an area of 
excellence within the school’; ‘The school 
has comprehensive child protection 
policies and effective practices in place’; 
‘Residential provision at the school is 
exceptionally well-managed and led by a 
very experienced team’.
Many congratulations to our pupils, staff 
and governors for ensuring that standards 
are outstanding and thank you to our 
parents and carers for your support.
Values Based Education
The value that we 
will focus on this 
term is Resilience. 
All the children have 
taken a poster home 
to display and we 
have many posters 
around school for 
them to look at. 

Resilience 
• Is knowing I am valuable even when 

things go wrong.
• Is knowing that sometimes things go 

wrong.
• Is being strong and trying again and 

again to do my best.
• Is never giving up.
Bags2 School
We are still collecting 
bags for recycling in 
readiness for our next 
collection, which is 
Friday 11th March.  
Please continue to send in your donations 
to help raise money for the school.  
Artwork
Here is some amazing art work made by 
students in years 10 & 11, which is proudly 
displayed in the reception area.

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
Co-operation Responsibility Happiness Resilience Respect Caring

 

Teresa Ollerhead
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NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY

Folk dancing is alive and well and 
living in Rowde!
We are now entering our third season of 
Morris Dancing at Rowde Academy and the 
children in year 4, 5 and 6 are going from 
strength to strength.
We have the absolute privilege to be 
accompanied by Mr Stephenson on his 
accordion each week for practise and 
performances.  The lessons themselves are 
expertly taught and led by Mrs Judy Barlow, 
the school business manager; herself an 
experienced Morris Dancer with Devizes 
Jubilee Morris.
Rigel Junior Morris have appeared at 
Chippenham Folk Festival, Devizes Morris 
Dance Days, village fetes and have started 
a tradition of commemorating the Battle of 
Roundway Down (1643) by dancing on the 
hill and then performing at the Rowdey Cow.  
You can see them this year at the Rowdey 
Cow on the 17th July and around town in 
Devizes on the 12th June.

Head Girl Abby Raklander is also the squire of 
the Morris Team and stated “I think Morris is 
really fun, a lot of people do things like ballet 
but with Morris you get to learn so much.  It 
isn’t just about hitting sticks,  we have learned 
so much about team work and commitment.   
We do lots of different types of dances and 
we have learned new skills that we wouldn’t 
have otherwise known.  We get to perform at 
different events which is really fun.”
Country dancing is also proving popular, 
for years 2 and 3 who meet each Monday 
evening to learn the traditional English 
country dancing.   As part of our commitment 
to Sports Relief the children and staff of 
Rowde Academy will be taking part in 
a whole school mass Morris Dance on 
Wednesday March 16th.  Parents, carers and 
grandparents will be invited to either join in or 
to cheer us on!
If you are interested in joining an adult Morris 
Dancing club, please contact Mrs Barlow at 
Rowde Academy.
Chris Fox
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We have been moving some wheat off of the 
farm – it has been exported from Southampton. 
Storage has been a particular problem over the 
winter due to the mild weather and we have been 
struggling to keep it cool. Warm damp conditions 
lead to deterioration and weevils will breed in 
the grain. Adults are 2mm to 3mm in length and 
cylindrical in shape, the female will lay 50 to 200 
white eggs in her lifetime. She will create a small 
hole in a grain kernel, where she deposits a single 
egg.  Any sign of insects 
will lead to a rejection so 
we have been re-drying 
and re-cleaning the 
wheat prior to movement 
on lorries.
Some of you may have noticed the solar panels 
on the new grain store – these were switched 
on in December and have been producing 
some electricity since then they have produced 
enough energy to power 8,229 light bulbs for 
a day, or 1,064 kg CO2 has been saved. The 
chart below illustrates the production. 

The training courses have continued with some 
knapsack sprayer sessions and a meeting 
organised by Amazone, who make fertiliser 
spreaders for the operators of these machines. 
Don’t forget our evening meeting on 30th March 
at 7.30pm which is open to anyone, when Jan 
Dando and Phil Andrews from the Wiltshire 
Archaeological and Natural History Society and 
Wessex Archaeology will be talking about and 
showing their finds from the farm following two John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

Sprayer Training

excavations over the last two years. The cost is 
£7 per person to include refreshments – there 
are further details on the opposite page. 
Hopefully next month will see some drier weather 
and we can get back out onto the land. At the 
moment the soil is waterlogged and the drains 
have been running for most of the winter. Much of 
the farm has Victorian tile drains running across 
the fields which are mostly still efficient today, but 
they do sometimes move in the soil and require 
some repair. Each winter we have about six cases 
of ruptured drains which need digging up and 
repairing. Of course today drainage comes on a 
roll of plastic, perforated pipe, but I doubt it will still 
be running in 100 years’ time!
The farm website www.rowdefieldfarm.co.uk 
has recently been updated and you can also 
see what we have been up to on Facebook. 

A Grain Weevil

Operator Training
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What’s Under Rowde?

Archaeological Discoveries at Rowdefield Farm
Have you ever wondered what historical links there 

are within the area of the village – following two 
years of digs at Rowdefield Farm - we are hosting 

a talk by Jan Dando of Wiltshire Archaeological and 
Natural History Society and Phil Andrews of Wessex 
Archaeology. They will be talking about the history 

below the soil, the finds and their significance.
Wednesday 30th March 2016, 7.30pm

£7 per person to include hot drinks and light refreshments
in our new training and meeting room

To book - visit the website www.rowdefieldfarm.co.uk
or ‘phone 01380 723703

Email: john@rowdefieldfarm.co.uk 

Volunteers required
Help in your community shop

Please give us a hand
We need all ages and all hours

Please phone or e-mail
Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800
or e-mail

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Wiltshire Mind

Your  Local Ment al Health Chari ty

At the heart of your community

GOOD NEIGHBOUR NEWS

Closure of the Good 
Neighbour Co-ordination 
Service
Wiltshire Council is working 
with area boards to change the way it works 
with communities to facilitate local wellbeing. As 
a result of this the Wiltshire Good Neighbours 
service which has operated successfully in 
parts of Wiltshire since 2010 is to come to an 
end. Local area boards across Wiltshire will 
set up local wellbeing groups that will bring 
together key individuals and organisations to 
ensure communities have the information and 
opportunities to remain healthy and well.
A Wiltshire Council spokesperson said: “Our 
local area boards sit right at the heart of our 
communities and are ideally placed to provide 
and coordinate this new way of working. The 
new approach will build on the success of 
existing networks and links the area boards 
have. This will ensure local people connect 
with the resources and services they need to 
improve their wellbeing and help them remain 
independent within their community.”
“We would also like to acknowledge the work 
that the Good Neighbour Co-ordinators and 
Community First have delivered over the 
last five years. This work has contributed 
significantly to our understanding of the 
support that vulnerable and older people 
across Wiltshire need.”
Lynn Gibson, Community First’s CEO said: 
“The work of the Good Neighbours has been 
well recognised and respected by partners 
and the people who have received it.  We 
are therefore disappointed and saddened 
that this good work will no longer continue 
in its current form. However we are working 
with the council to ensure people who need 
support can receive it and looking at the 
arrangements going forward”.
The Good Neighbour Co-ordinator service 
will close on Thursday 31st March 2016.
At present, the exact arrangements being put 
in place by each area board have yet to be 
finalised and anyone requiring support in the 
meantime should contact the Wiltshire Council 
Adult Care Help Line on 0300 456 0111 or 
email customeradvisors@wiltshire.gov.uk
The lunch clubs are led by local people and 
will be continuing as usual.  
Alex North, Good Neighbour Co-ordinator 
for Devizes villages. 

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

a great present at
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 
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Gary sat in the stiff-backed chair, eagerly 
awaiting a reaction from him as his eyes 
scanned the script grasped in his hands. He 
sat on the other side of the vast desk, in the 
comfy chair; it was his plush office after all.
Anticipation got the better of Gary, he 
couldn’t hold out for another second. “So,” he 
mumbled nervously, “what do you think?”
His associate said nothing and for a brief 
moment Gary thought there was an aura of 
optimism in the room. Sheldon took one quick 
glance over his glasses at him, smirked and 
continued to scan the script.
Paranoia struck Gary, was Sheldon even reading 
it he wondered, or using it to shield his opinion?
Finally the producer looked up, straight into 
Gary’s eyes. “I’m sorry Gary,” he muttered.
“What?” snapped Gary, “what’s wrong with it?”
Sheldon’s sympathy evaporated without warning 
as he slammed the paper on his desk, pushing it 
away with disgust. “What’s right with it you mean?”
“But Sheldon!” whimpered Gary.
Sheldon shook his head slowly, “no buts this 
time Gary; sorry.” He pointed a stern finger in 
Gary’s direction. “I sent you away, what was 
it; six months ago? And now you turn up in 
my office with this? I can’t use this.”
“It’s classic realism!” protested Gary, losing 
grip on his pitch.
Sheldon sighed, “Gary, it’s got talking animals in it!”
“What’s wrong with that? Think of the 
marketing, the merchandising could be......”

“Don’t give me that!” Sheldon interrupted, 
“Gary, kids don’t want talking animals, what is 
this one supposed to be, a duck? And here, a 
mouse; really?”
“Orwell, Kipling, Walt Disney for crying out 
loud; can they be wrong?” protested Gary.
“They are so last century Gary; you’ve got to 
think outside the box. This is cliché, kids want 
zombies, ninjas, robots and zombie ninja 
robots. I can’t work with this!”
Gary stood up, “what about all those years, 
we worked together man?”
Sheldon looked away, stared at the wall. 
“That was a long time ago Gary, I have 
scripts coming in from all over the world now, 
England, France; you know how good some 
of those writers are?”
Gary knew when he was beat and he moved 
over to the door. Producing a small box from his 
shirt pocket, he flipped it open and shook a stick 
out. He offered the stick to Sheldon, “cheese?”
“No thank you Gary; I’ve given up,” replied 
Sheldon, “so you’re not going to butter me up 
that way. Talking animals don’t work, period. 
No one in their right mind writes talking 
animal scripts anymore.”
Gary threw open the door, “you’ve changed; 
you need to take a look at yourself!” he yelled.
Sheldon made his way to the window and 
looked out to the city limits. He scratched his 
bill and ruffled his tail-feathers, “just get out of 
my office!” he quacked.
Gary did, his long tail nearly getting caught in 
the door on his way out.

SHORT STORY
THE SCRIPT by local author Darren Worrow

Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have 
it publicised to over 600 households 
in the parish, or if you have a personal 
item to sell, then contact: Julie Baker 
on 07796690413 or by email at        
juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk
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We have just finished a very busy half term 
week where, despite the rain, we had our 
busiest week in February ever!  Unfortunately 
we did not have enough applicants to run our 
Pre Valentine’s Singles Night but some of the 
applicants did meet up informally in the cafe for 
drinks and cake so hopefully some friendships 
may have come from it.
We have an updated menu for 2016 which 
is proving popular which can be seen on our 
website and includes freshly made paninis.  
We have our Creme Egg Flavoured ice 
cream back in production in anticipation of 
Easter.  We provided Bowood Hotel Brasserie 

ROWDEY COW NEWS

with a Cranberry and Vodka Sorbet for their 
Valentine’s evening and we are coming up with 
new flavours all the time.
Tables are filling fast for Mothering Sunday so 
please ensure you phone to reserve your table 
quickly to avoid disappointment.  We are also 
taking bookings for Easter Weekend.  Please 
“Like” our face book page to keep up to date with 
forthcoming events.
Now half term is over we are continuing with our 
Senior Citizens 10% discount every Tuesday 
until the Easter Holidays.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
Sue 

Support Rowde Village Shop 
Recycle

At no cost to you, you can support the shop and benefit 
the environment by donating items (that you would 

usually throw out as waste) to the shop.
Items needed: 
ANY BISCUIT WRAPPERS, EVEN SUPERMARKET OWN 
BRANDS, OLD BALL POINT PENS, FELT TIP MARKERS, 
HIGHLIGHTERS, MECHANICAL PENCILS (NOT WOODEN) AND 
CORRECTION FLUID CONTAINERS 
BRING THEM TO THE SHOP EACH TIME YOU VISIT – HAND 
TO THE VOLUNTEER ON DUTY
WE CAN SEND THEM TO TERRACYCLE BY FREEPOST AND 
IN RETURN THEY DONATE MONEY TO OUR SHOP

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Sorry but we can no longer accept CDs, DVDs, yoghurt pots and old 
mobile phones as the sponsors have withdrawn their support.
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

A Date for Your Diary…..
Wootton Bassett Brass Band Concert

Saturday 16 April 2016 
St.Matthew’s Church, Rowde at 7.00 pm

……… More details on page 38
 

 

 

TABLE TOP SALE

 
SATURDAY  

5th MARCH 
AT 

2.00 pm. 
TEAS AND RAFFLE 

Entrance 20p. 
In aid of hall improvement fund 
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

This months special offer – only £35
4 lb Leg of Pork roasting joints

3 lb Braising Brisket
2 Chicken Breast

2 x 1lb Minced Beef
10 Homemade Traditional Pork sausages 

Less than £1.30 per meal
All packed and labelled to your requirements

If you would like anything packed or butchered differently then 
please ask and we will be more than happy to help

Follow us for up to date monthly offers - 
https://www.facebook.com/stilesbutcher

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and 
to find out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday - Friday:  8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm



Page 26 March 2016   Rowde Village News   

In response to the consultations on public transport being run across 
Wiltshire, Bus Users UK is holding two further Your Bus Matters events to 
give passengers in the region a chance to have their say on proposed cuts 
to local services.
• Chippenham Your Bus Matters, run in in partnership with Faresaver, will be 

held on Friday 19 February in Bay 2 at the Bus Station from 9am to 12pm
• Devizes Your Bus Matters on Thursday 3 March will be at the Corn 

Exchange Flea Market from 10am to 2pm
Bus Users is a non-profit organisation that champions the interests of bus 
and coach passengers. To find out more about these events and the work 
of Bus Users visit: www.bususers.org
The Wiltshire consultation, which ends on 4 April, is at:
http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/ltp/wiltshire_local_transport_plan_-_
public_transport_strategy_review?tab=files
For more information contact Vicki Pulman on
01622 816737 / 07785 768580
Notes:
Bus Users is an independent group which champions the interests of bus 
and coach users and campaigns for better bus and coach services. 
We have the ear of all the 
major bus companies and a 
lot of the smaller ones too, of 
their trade organisation and 
of the Government and local 
authorities.
We operate a complaints 
appeals service for bus users 
who are dissatisfied with 
the response they have had 
from bus companies, and we 
run events for bus users to 
meet their local bus company 
management and local 
authority staff. We act as a 
support organisation for local 
bus users groups.
Membership enquiries 01932 
232574
Bus Users UK Ltd is a 
Company Limited by 
Guarantee (registered in 
England No 04635458).
BUS USERS UK, Terminal 
House, Shepperton TW17 8AS, 
UK  T 0300 111 0001 
Email enquiries@bususers.org 

Thursday 3 March 2016 
10am - 2pm 
Devizes Corn Exchange  
(in the flea market)

Come along and have your say! 
An opportunity to tell the people who 
run your bus service what you think 
and to discuss concerns over proposed 
funding cuts in Wiltshire

Wiltshire Council consultation: 
http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk

Organised by Bus Users UK, Terminal House, Shepperton TW17 8AS 
www.bususers.org

your bus
 matters!

Wiltshire passengers have their say
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Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk
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Part-time night lighting in the Village
The proposed units are shown circled in red on this map (thick black circles on hard copy)
Wiltshire Council has produced a map highlighting street lights that may be suitable for part-time 
night lighting. The units would be switched off at around 12 midnight and switched back on at 
around 5.30am. The opinions of the villagers are being sought regarding which lights could be 
switched off. A full colour map can be viewed on the village noticeboards, on the village website, 
through the Rowde Parish Council Facebook page and in black and white on these two pages of 
the hard copy of the magazine. Please contact the Parish Council Clerk with any comments you 
have or if you would like to receive a copy of the map. The deadline for comments is 1st April 2016.

PART-TIME NIGHT LIGHTING IN THE VILLAGE
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PLANT FAIR
Barbury Racecourse
Barbury Wiltshire SN8 1RS
(by kind permission of Mr & Mrs N Bunter)

Sunday 24th April 10.30 to 3 pm
Adults £3 Children (under 12) Free

Plants · Refreshments
Planters · Garden Sculptures

In aid of Kennet Valley Carriage Driving  Group
for the disabled

Charity Number
1074359

Country Gardener 62 x84mm 2016_RDA  31/01/2016  12:46  Page 1

Rowde Village Fete 2016
The 2015 village fete seems a distant memory now and amazingly the 
time has arrived to start organising the 2016’s event. The date has been 
set for Saturday 2nd July 12-4pm on the small playing fild and we hope 
that it will be as successful as the last two years have been.
We would like to invite people who are interested in helping on the day 
to come along on Tuesday 8th March at 8pm at the Cross Keys. We need 
volunteers in several areas of the fete so you could help with either:
• Setting up on the morning of the fete between 9:00am-10:30am
• Running a games stall for 1-2 hours in the afternoon
• Selling raffl tickets for 1-2 hours during the fete
• Storing toys/brick a brac for the fete
• Collecting toys/brick a brac for the fete
• Run the toys/brick a brac stall for 1-2 hours during the fete
These are just some of the ways you can get involved but any 
suggestions are welcomed. The fete only works with your support so we 
really need you contact us and let us know what you can offer. If you are 
unable to come along on the 8th March but would like to get involved then 
please contact us via Facebook or call Lisa Mundy on 01380 727598.
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ROWDEFORD SPECIAL SCHOOL Have a vacancy for
FIXED TERM, PART TIME TEA COOK
Mon - Thurs term time only 3.00pm - 5.00pm (8 hours per week with 
flexibility) Commencing as soon as possible until 31st August 2018

£8.41 - £9.00 per hour (depending on experience)
The role will involve delivering well-balanced, creative home cooked meals for our 

residential pupils and staff - approximately 20 meals per evening.
You will be part of the school Catering Team but will mostly be working on your 

own.  This role requires a degree of flexibility as occasionally a later start and finish 
will be necessary for refreshments to be served at an evening meeting and on 

occasion the children go off-site, allowing for an earlier finish time.
Applicants should be capable, efficient, adaptable, and have a friendly personality.

A catering qualification and/or previous experience are desirable.
Rowdeford School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. Please note that this appointment is subject to enhanced 

DBS, medical and reference checks.
Application forms are available by email from admin@rowdeford.wilts.sch.uk

or a hard copy by telephoning 01380 850309
Completed applications should be returned by 12:00 on Tuesday 8 March 2016.   
Candidates will be informed by Friday 11 March 2016 if they have been selected 

for interview. Interviews will take place week commencing 14 March 2016.
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ROWDE ARTISTS IN WORTON 
EXHIBITION

Please join us for the opening of an exhibition 
at The Old Mill Gallery, Mill Road, Worton, 
near Devizes SN10 5SF on Saturday 5th 
March from 11am to 4pm or anytime during 
opening times 10am to 4pm every day 
from 6th until 27th March. There will be a 
fabulous collection of Hares and Countryside 
Creatures by a talented collection of artists 
including Rowde artists Jill Myerscough 
(Linocuts) and Alan Watters (Drawing and 
Prints). 
Other artists exhibiting are:
Fiona Morgan Frise (Ceramics)
Richard Hazelton (Photography)
Yvonne Joyce-Midgley (Mirrors)
Karen Johnson (Painting)
Clare Jones (Paintings)
Barbara Karn (Painting)
Carol Kibble (Pastel Paintings)
Gill Marriner-Edwards (Paintings)
Kate May (Paintings and Prints)
Christine Shorney (Watercolours)
Gordon Whittle (Stoneware)
Nicole Newton (Textiles)
Sarah Weeks (Drawing)
Rachel Wild (Drawings)

CAN YOU HELP THE POLICE?
Police look to return stolen items 
after thefts in Bromham and Rowde
Wiltshire police has arrested three men in 
relation to a number of thefts in the Bromham 
and Rowde area.
The three men were reported by members of 
the public who had witnessed them removing 
items from back gardens in Bromham and 

Rowde over the weekend February 20-21 
between 12pm-4pm. 
Officers recovered a large amount of metal 
items ranging from radiators, copper heating 
pipes, heating cylinders, heated towel rails, 
a bathroom sink, car batteries and even a 
kitchen sink. The police are now looking for 
help from members of the public in identifying 
where the items were stolen from.
Inspector Nick Mawson, of Wiltshire Police, 
said: “Wiltshire Police would like to thank the 
members of the public that initially reported 
the incident, their swift action has allowed the 
prompt arrest of these males and hopefully the 
ability to return the items to the rightful owners.”
If anyone in the Bromham and Rowde area 
have had items stolen over the weekend, or 
witnessed three men in hi vis jackets driving 
in a white Ford Transit with the registration 
YP04 WMT, they are asked to call Wiltshire 
Police quoting crime reference number 
54160015612.
COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH
End of year report
Background
Community Speed Watch (CSW) is run by local 
communities and funded by the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire and Swindon, 
supported by Wiltshire Police, Wiltshire Council and 
Swindon Borough Council. It gives residents the 
chance to help combat speeding in their local area.
Community Speed Watch is a scheme that 
relies on volunteers to help deliver the purpose 
of ‘driving down speed, driving up safety’ in local 
communities. The volunteers do a fantastic job 
and our teams are growing in numbers across 
Wiltshire and Swindon.
Volunteers
There are currently 138 teams across Wiltshire 
and Swindon who are eligible to carry out 
Community Speed Watch activity. We are 
working to support those teams who are 
inactive (35 teams), but there are still a healthy 
103 teams who,are checking on the motorists 
travelling through our towns and villages to 
ensure we are driving down speed, driving up 
safety in our local communities.
With training completed for 2015 (final session 
was on 25th November), 561 new volunteers 
would have been trained since September 2013.
Activity
This review takes into account all activity up to 
and including CSW Speed Check sessions on 
31 August 2015.

Local News
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On average we process 255 returns per month. 
For the period September 2013 to August 2014 
(year one) 26,688 speeding vehicles were 
observed, which includes 2,692 vehicles observed 
as excessively speeding. These resulted in a visit 
by the Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) to 
each of those registered keeper’s home address 
or business address, if a business vehicle. 
For the period September 2014 to August 2015 
(year two), 20,077 speeding vehicles were 
observed, which includes 3,017 vehicles observed 
as excessively speeding. These also resulted in a 
visit by the Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) to 
each of those registered keeper’s home address or 
business address, if a business vehicle.
Over the two years there has been a 15% 
reduction in speeding throughout towns and 
villages of Wiltshire which operate a Community 
Speed Watch.
There are many reasons for this reduction. One 
being that people are not speeding or the fact 
that there are more teams out there. Other way, 
Community Speed Watch in our communities is 
having the desired effect.
Work with all the active CSW teams and all NPTs 
will continue to reduce the number of excessive 
speeding vehicles in Wiltshire.
The amount of team activity has grown each 
month over the last two years, which at times 
has added to the workload of the support team. 
In addition there has been an added work 
stream of the Lorry Watch pilot, which ran from 
May to September.
The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
states that the support team is to process returns 
within 14 working days from day of receipt into 
our mailbox. Taking into account staffing issues 
and workloads, in year two on average it was 
taking 15 days.
During the last six months the support team has 
had an administrator and admin assistant and 
these targets have been fluctuating. This is due 
to increased workloads, including Lorry Watch 
and training of new staff. However, on average 
we are within the agreed time frame.
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SERVICE – 
CHANGE IN DELIVERY
Wiltshire Council has now confirmed that the 
Good Neighbour Coordinator contract will 
cease at the end of March 2016. A decision 
has been made to devolve funds down to each 
Area Board.
A Wiltshire Council spokesman said “our 
local area boards sit right at the heart of our 
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communities and are ideally placed to provide 
and coordinate this new way of working”. The 
Good Neighbour Service will continue until the 
31st March 2016. The Council and Community 
First are working together to identify the needs 
of each Area Board and plan to work with the 
Community Engagement Officers over the 
next month  to establish the requirements for 
each local area after March 2016.
Community First are also hoping to find the 
existing clients alternative support where 
necessary.
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL BUS 
SERVICES REVIEW
Wiltshire Council is reviewing its Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) Public Transport Strategy 
and service delivery (i.e. Council supported 
bus services). The review is being undertaken 
because of continuing and growing pressures 
on the Council’s budgets that mean that 
funding is no longer available to continue 
delivering supported bus services at the 
level that was envisaged when the LTP was 
published in 2011.
The review of the Public Transport Strategy is 
part of a wider review of all areas of Wiltshire 
Council’s passenger transport remit (except 
rail and taxis). The wider review will include 
re-examining policy and spending in home-
to-school and college transport, Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
transport and social care client transport. 
As a first stage in the review, a pre-
consultation exercise was undertaken 
during July and August 2015 to provide key 
stakeholders and partners (e.g. town councils 
and bus operators) with an opportunity to 
shape the scope of the review.
Wiltshire Council are now keen to hear the 
views of bus users, residents, stakeholders 
and other interested parties to help us shape a 
new Public Transport Strategy. The Council has 
made no decisions as yet and would like to see 
how far you agree or disagree with the options 
presented in the consultation questionnaire 
available from http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/
portal/ltp/wiltshire_local_transport_plan_-_
public_transport_strategy_review
From the above link you can also obtain 
further information on the review including a 
PDF version of the questionnaire together with 
other review documents (including Frequently 
Asked Questions).
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Paper copies of the questionnaire are also 
available on request by telephoning 0300 456 
0100. Copies of the questionnaire will also be 
available on buses operating Wiltshire Council 
contracted services; in libraries; and in main 
Council offices.
Questionnaire and comments need to be 
submitted by 5pm on 4th April 2016.
The findings of the review and public 
consultation will be reported to the Council’s 
Cabinet in the summer of 2016. It will then be 
necessary to develop detailed implementation 
proposals. The timescale for this will depend 
on the nature of the changes approved by the 
Cabinet and the lead time necessary for their 
implementation.
Over the course of the next few weeks 
Community First will be formulating a collective 
response to the consultation on behalf of 
Community Minibus schemes and Link 
schemes in Wiltshire.
THE SNOW CODE
(Government Advice - Information 
supplied by the Highways Department)
The long term weather forecast is that it may 
become colder in the New Year.  Hence Local 
Highways are reminding everyone to be ready 
and is issuing the Governments Snow Code.
Clearing snow and ice from the pavement 
outside your home or public spaces can help 
prevent slips and falls.
Don’t be put off clearing paths because you’re 
afraid someone will get injured. Remember, 
people walking on snow and ice have a 
responsibility to be careful themselves.
Follow the advice below to make sure you 
clear the pathway safely and effectively.
And don’t believe the myths - it’s unlikely you’ll 
be sued or held legally responsible for any 
injuries if you have cleared the path carefully.
Clear the snow and ice early in the day
•        It’s easier to move fresh, loose snow 
rather than hard snow that has packed 
together from people walking on it. So if 
possible, start removing the snow and ice in 
the morning. If you remove the top layer of 
snow in the morning, any sunshine during the 
day will help melt any ice beneath. You can 
then cover the path with salt before nightfall to 
stop it refreezing overnight.

Preventing slips
•        Pay extra attention to clearing snow and 
ice from steps and steep pathways - you might 
need to use more salt on these areas
•        Use salt or sand - not water
•        Don’t make the pathways more 
dangerous by causing them to refreeze. If you 
use water to melt the snow, it may refreeze and 
turn to black ice. Black ice increases the risk of 
injuries as it is invisible and very slippery.
•        You can melt snow or prevent black 
ice by spreading some salt on the area you 
have cleared. You can use ordinary table or 
dishwasher salt - a tablespoon for each square 
metre you clear should work.
•        Don’t use the salt found in salting bins 
- this will be needed to keep the roads clear 
unless your council advises otherwise.  Please 
contact your local council for more advice.
•        Be careful not to spread salt on plants or 
grass as it may damage them.
•        If you don’t have enough salt, you can 
also use sand or ash. These won’t stop the 
path icing over as effectively as salt, but will 
provide good grip underfoot.
•        Take care where you move the snow
•        When you’re shovelling snow, take care 
where you put it so it doesn’t block people’s paths 
or drains. Make sure you make a path down the 
middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have 
a clear surface to walk on. Then shovel the snow 
from the centre of the path to the sides.
•        Offer to clear your neighbours’ paths
•        If your neighbour will have difficulty 
getting in and out of their home, offer to clear 
snow and ice around their property as well. 
Check that any elderly or disabled neighbours 
are alright in the cold weather. If you’re worried 
about them, try contacting their relatives or 
friends, or if necessary the local council.
ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH COFFEE 
ON TUESDAYS
The church is open for coffee every Tuesday 
from 10.30-12 noon during term time.
Do come and join us.  Everyone of all ages is 
very welcome.
There are plenty of toys for pre school children and 
we run Tiddlywinks toddlers on alternate weeks:
2nd February, 1st and 15th March.
Please note our new starting time of 10.30am.

Local News



Page 35Rowde Village News   March 2016

NEW
George and Dragon Pub Lunch Club

Rowde

Everyone welcome 
Next one - Tuesday 8th March at 12 noon

Choice of Main courses £7.50
Please book a place in advance by ringing

Caroline Culley on 01380 850531 or text 07557 983940
Then 2nd Tuesday of each month - 12th April, 10th May

Do come and join us in March.  We have had our first lunch, with 
excellent food.  Come by yourself, or with others, you are assured of a 
warm welcome.
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Source - Gazette & Herald

The George and Dragon
Pub, dining room & accommodation   Tel: 01380 723 053

March Events
Loyalty Cards 

Pick up a loyalty card next time you visit the George & Dragon, 
Buy 9 house drinks and get the 10th on us! 

Sunday 6th March Mother’s Day 
Come and spoil mum here at the G&D! 

3 course menu Adults £25 Children £12.50
Two sittings - Midday and 2.30pm 

Wine Tasting & Nibbles
Join Lance for his delicious organic wines whilst Chippy pairs 

them with some fishy treats £20pp 
Date to be confirmed

Opening Hours 
During March we will be closed Mondays – All other 

opening hours remain the same

Early Bird Specials 
Tuesday – Friday 6.30pm – 7.30pm 

Wiltshire sausage cassoulet & creamy mash £7.50
Beer battered whiting, chunky chips, mushy peas & tartare £7.50

Breaded scampi, chunky chips & tartare £9.00
Granny’s special of the day £8.00

G&D Bedroom Special 
3 Course Dinner, Bed & Breakfast £99!

Terms & conditions apply, please call 01380 723053 for more details 

Pie Night 
Granny’s delicious homemade pie, chunky chips & pint £10pp 

Tuesday 22nd March Book ASAP
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FOURTH GENERATION INDEPENDENT FAMILY  
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN 
Incorporating Thomas Free & Sons of Marlborough Est. 1875 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk  wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com 

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. 
Est. 1932 

 

Marlborough:  
01672 512110 

Devizes: 
01380 722500 

4

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural Stone

Call Mike Foster on - 01380 720987 - Mobile: 07835 213112
Email: mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web: mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call for a free quotation
Fully insured, quality workmanship

Fitting - Supply - Design Services for Floor and Wall Tiling
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Royal Wootton Bassett Brass Band Concert
St.Matthew’s Church, Rowde 

Saturday 16th April 2016 at 7.00pm
We are delighted that the renowned Royal Wootton Bassett Brass 
Band is again coming to play in Rowde.  You may remember 
them appearing last year at the Village Fete providing a melodic 
contribution on a beautiful sunny summer’s afternoon.  The band 
has also played in Rowde Church on two previous occasions.  They 
comment how much the acoustics of the church facilitate their playing 
and how very welcome they feel every time they come to |Rowde.  This 
year the band will be again supported by a youngsters’ choir from 
Rowde Primary Academy.
Tickets will be available from 24th March.  Full details will be in next 
month’s Village News.  Proceeds will be donated to the funds being 
raised for the urgent repair of the church roof.

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641



Page 39Rowde Village News   March 2016

Could you give a few hours a week to bring a smile to 
an older person’s face?
What is the befriending service? 
The Befriending Service helps tackle 
social isolation by linking older people 
with local volunteers who will visit or 
phone them regularly. 
Our volunteers really enjoy the contact 
and this can vary from a chat in the 
client’s home, a trip out for a coffee, or 
going along to an existing community 
club: it just depends on the people 
involved, like any relationship.
This free service is available to people over 50 who live alone and have less than 7 
hours social contact a week (excluding carers).

How do we match volunteers with older people?
It is important to link people who will enjoy each other’s company and the Befriending 
Support Worker will match you carefully to ensure this happens.
Volunteers will receive full training and ongoing support as well as travel expenses. All 
volunteers are subject to a free DBS check.

Could you volunteer or do you know anyone who would benefit from 
this service? 
Please contact one of the Befriending team for a chat on Tel 01380 727767 
or go to our website www.ageukwiltshire.org.uk for more information.

BE A BEFRIENDER

LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com
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Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

Greyhound 
Rescue    
West of
England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092

HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 739835

T.M.DICKINSON
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING

External and Internal
Local and Independent

Free estimates
Fully insured
Quality finish
01380 293110
07542606191

tmdickinson77@gmail.com
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Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2015
En suite Rooms from £60 single 

and £80 double
Our own hens eggs in the all-inclusive 
cooked breakfast. Also use of guest 
lounge, sauna, Wi-Fi, garden and POD Point 
Electric car charger, included in room price. 
Mention Rowde mag for 5% off, Telephone 
bookings only.
Tel: Mary and Ben Bentley 
on 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

Or book on-line via web-site 
www.vinecottagebb.co.uk 
or FaceBook page,
www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of 
your Rowde Village News in any way or 
would like to give us feedback (good or 
bad) or discuss any magazine issues 
then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

PLEASE 
REMEMBER

to mention where you 
saw the advert when 
you contact any of 

our advertisers!

Full term, concession and drop-in rates available.
Beginners and experienced yogis are welcome.

Call or email for bookings and further details.

theo@wildyoga.co.uk 07818401110 www.wildyoga.co.uk
Rebalance mind, body and soul with a smile.

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:           01225 713000
Parking:           01380 734812
Pest control:           01380 734721
Planning:           01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste:                0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages:  
                        01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence) Freephone: 0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:                 01225 777234
School admissions:          01225 713010
School special educational needs:      01225 718095
School transport:          01225 713004
Social care – adults:                      0300 456 0111
Social care – children:                      01225 773500
Street care and cleaning:         01380 734849
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T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 698993

or  07968 634689

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly 
fruit and/or veg box supplied by 
your village shop (local produce 

where possible)?
Please pop in or phone 01380 739 800

PAINTING GROUP
AT

ST JAMES’ CENTRE
VICTORIA ROAD, DEVIZES
No tuition - just a chance to 

join a friendly group
in order to paint

From 10.00 to 12.30
on the following dates              

in 2016:
(All Mondays)

7th, 14th, 21th March

For information, call Alan or 
Sarah Padwick on

01380 721595/07711 018406 or 
email: alanpadwick@me.com 

Move.Every.Day.
Currently running classes:

Beginners
Mondays:  6.15 pm Hft, Rowde

Improvers
Mondays:  7.30 pm Hft, Rowde
Thursdays:  9.30 am Dance Studio, 
Bath Road, Devizes

Intermediates plus
Tuesdays:  9.30 am Dance Studio, 
Bath Road, Devizes

To book your place or for any enquiries please email suzijj@rocketmail.com 
or call Suzan on 01380 729791

New Thursday morning improvers/intermediate class  
starting at the Dance Studio in Bath Road after Easter                        
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890
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Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on a Saturday every four weeks, from 11.40am 
to 12.30pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Saturdays):
March 5th, April 2nd, April 30th.

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

In the run-up to The Queen’s 90th birthday on April 21st 2016, 
there is a national campaign to encourage the biggest ever 
clean-up of the country, which will be taking place in March 2016. 
The aim of the project is to inspire people to take action and 
enjoy a few hours together litter-picking to make the places 
where we live more beautiful. 
Rowde Parish Council would like to encourage villagers to 
‘Clean for the Queen’ by taking part in a clean-up project, 
which will involve weeding, painting, mending, litter picking. 
We are looking for a team of fifty people to take part in an 
event organised in June.  If you can pledge to give some time 
to help improve our surroundings, please contact the parish 
Clerk (tel: 01380 720988; rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com; or 
through Rowde Parish Council Facebook page). We need as 
much help as possible to get this project moving! 
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: sales@stat-cup.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558
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‘BRINGING THE OUTSIDE IN‘
The National Association 
of Official Prison Visitors 
(Registered Charity No.1099041) 
is helping HMP Erlestoke to 
recruit official prison visitors.
An Official Prison Visitor 
is not part of the closed prison community 
but a representative of the outside world 
whose outlook, attitudes and interests can be 
refreshingly different. The prisoner does not 
know the identity of his visitor and contact ends 
when he leaves the prison.  OPVs do not have 
input into the prisoner’s treatment or training 
and must not have contact with the prisoner’s 
friends and family. 
Probably the most important attributes an OPV 
can have are: common sense, compassion, 
patience and a sense of humour.
Applicants must undergo security screening as 
required by the Ministry of Justice.
If you have an hour or two to spare weekly or 
fortnightly please consider this voluntary role.
For further information visit  www.naopv.com  
or E-mail:  info@naopv.com 
For an informal chat phone The NAOPV South West 
and Wales Regional Secretary on 07762616763.

CLOSURE OF THE GOOD NEIGHBOUR 
CO-ORDINATION SERVICE
Good afternoon Alan,
Please see attached my March article for your 
magazine (see page 20). This will be the last 
article I write as the service will be ending in its 
current form on March 31st.
Thank you for the support you have shown the 
service in publishing the articles over the past 
years, it has been a great source of publicity for the 
service and many people have called after seeing 
my articles in the local magazines!
Please could you also remove any pictures or 
contact details for the service from your publication.
Kind regards,
Alex North
Community Development Support Officer               

WILTSHIRE SIGHT
Hello all,
My name is George Wilson and I am Wiltshire 
Sight’s new PR and Engagement Officer.
I am here to provide any information about 
sight loss, eye conditions or Wiltshire Sight 
and it’s services. I will also be providing regular 

press releases about any upcoming events for 
our charity.
Please do not hesitate to get in contact with 
me if you have any questions or require any 
further information.
I look forward to working with you in the near future.
Regards,
George Wilson
PR and Engagement Officer
Tel: 01380 723682
Mob: 07772871934
www.wiltshiresight.org/

We have changed our name!                                                                                                    
Wiltshire Sight is the trading name of 
Wiltshire Blind Association. Registered charity 
1119462.
St Lucy’s Sight Centre, Browfort, Bath Road, 
Devizes SN10 2AT

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Hello Alan
My name is Sue and I work for the Befriending 
Team at Age UK Wilts.
We arrange for volunteers to visit older people 
who are experiencing social isolation. They may 
have a chat over a cuppa, go out for a walk, or 
join in a community club. The benefits for the 
older person and also the volunteer can be huge.
We need more volunteers in the Rowde area and 
I am contacting you to see if you would be happy 
to put something in Rowde Village news about 
Age UK Wiltshire and our Befriending service?
I have attached a link to our website so you can 
see a little bit more about what we do, but we 
also have articles and photos we could send 
over if this is something you could help with.
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/wiltshire/what_we_do/
befriending/
Best wishes
Sue Sullivan
(see article on page 39)

PAINTING GROUP
Dear All
We would like to draw your attention to the 
Painting Group in St James’ Centre, Victoria 
Road, Devizes.  This takes place on Monday 
mornings from 10 -1230.  There is no tuition 
- it is just good to be able to get away from 
the demands of home and come and paint in 
friendly company for a morning!
We would like a few more people to join in, 
as we have not been making ends meet very 
easily of late!  Alan and I started the group 

LETTERS
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LETTERS
when one we used to go to folded and we 
really missed not being able to get out and just 
paint!  Although we ask for a term’s fee of £50 
in advance so as to cover the cost of hiring the 
hall, if you really can only make some of the 
dates, you could pay pro rata.
I look forward to hearing from you and hope you 
will be able to come along.  There is parking at 
the hall and also on the approach road.
Alan Padwick
(see poster on page 43)
SPRING CONCERT
I would be grateful if you would kindly include the 
following in your next parish magazine please:
White Horse Opera is dedicating its Spring 
Concert to Vince Gaiger.
“ A Night at the Opera” will be a concert of your 
favourites such as the Easter Hymn and The 
Brindisi from La Traviata to name just a couple. 
We are delighted to welcome back guest tenor 
Carlos Alonso.
Devizes Town Hall Saturday 23rd April at 7.30pm
Tickets £10 from Devizes Books and on-line at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera
Thanking you
Best wishes
Barbara Gompels
DONATE UNWANTED CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS TO WILTSHIRE SIGHT
Press Release
Rather than putting your unwanted Christmas 
gifts away and forgetting about them, consider 
donating them to Wiltshire Sight. They can sell 
your wrong sized clothing or the CD you don’t 
like via their eBay shop to raise money to fund 
their services supporting those living with sight 
loss in Wiltshire and Swindon. 
There are 3,750 people registered as blind 
or partially sighted in Wiltshire, however it is 
estimated that there are 15,350 people living 
with sight loss in the area. There are also 620 
people in Swindon who are registered as blind 
or partially sighted and there are an estimated 
5,300 living with sight loss. 
Wiltshire Sight provides practical support, 
delivered directly into the community to help 
people with sight loss lead full, independent, 
healthy and socially active lives.
They work hard to fill the increasingly large 
gap left by the reduction in local health and 
social care services and for many people, are 
a valuable lifeline as they struggle to come to 

terms with their sight loss and learn how to 
remain independent.
It costs about £250,000 each year to run 
Wiltshire Sight and make everything they 
do possible, so any amount you are able 
to donate will help to maintain all of their 
services.
Here are just a few examples of what a 
donation could fund;
• £10 would pay for an individual to receive 
emotional support via the telephone.
• £50 would pay for one of their community 
drop in’s for up to 20 individuals to receive 
information advice and access to resources.
• £100 would pay for an assistive technology 
workshop.
• £500 would cover the costs of their home 
visiting service for two weeks.
Maggie Hemmings – Direct Services Manager 
at Wiltshire Sight – had this to say: “Donating 
unwanted presents is an amazing way to be 
selfless and give something back at this time 
of year. Consider the fact that we may support 
your friend/family currently or in the future with 
sight loss and their independence.”
She continued: “We greatly appreciate any 
donation, it all enables us to continue the 
amazing services we provide every day for 
those living with an eye condition. Thank you 
for your support in 2015, we hope it continues 
into 2016 and beyond.” 
For more information, please telephone the 
Wiltshire Sight team on 01380 739113 or 
email info@wiltshiresight.org 
PUB LUNCH CLUB
I have just started a Pub lunch club at the George 
and Dragon.  We had our first meeting today.
I have attached an advert for the next one in 
March - it will happen monthly on the second 
Tuesday of each month.  Everyone is welcome 
- people don’t have to come every month and 
they don’t have to join a Club - just pay for 
their lunch!
Please feel free to adjust my advert as you see 
fit (see page 35).
Thank you, Caroline
TRUSTEES WANTED 
Wiltshire Sight is an independent charity 
supporting people living with sight loss in 
Wiltshire and Swindon. We assist more than 
2,500 people of all ages, as well as their 
families and carers.
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LETTERS
We aim to achieve our goal of being the first 
point of call for anyone in the county who 
needs information, advice and support around 
sight loss.  We are now seeking new Trustees 
to sit on our Board and help guide the charity 
into the future.
We are particularly interested in recruiting local 
people with skills in Change Management, 
Human Resources, and Ophthalmology, who 
have the strategic leadership and operational 
experience to help us make a difference to our 
members.  Applications from people whose 
lives are affected by sight loss are warmly 
welcomed.
Commitment and Duties
• Actively commit to the charity for, 
initially, a period of three years
• Attend around six board meetings a 
year and take part in other events
• Advise, mentor and guide the 
management team.
This is an exciting opportunity to use your 
skills to make a real difference.
Contact
Informal discussions with our Chief Executive, 
Leanne Hubbard, are welcome.  Expressions 
of interest and CVs should be emailed to 
lhubbard@wiltshiresight.org 
George Wilson
PR and Engagement Officer
Tel: 01380 723682
THANKS
Dear Alan 
Many thanks for including the tribute to my late 
wife in the February Village News.
Best wishes
Frank Daniells
THE JUBILEE WOOD
Dear Editor
We are really lucky in Rowde to have a 
Jubilee Wood in our village funded through 
a grant from the English Woodland Grant 
Scheme in 2011.  Those that walk through 
the wood regularly will have noticed that a 
number of the trees have not taken and need 
replacing.  The Canal and River Trust (CRT), 
which set up and manage the woodland, is 
planning to replace 3000 trees during the 
coming month.  The work will be carried out 
mainly by CRT volunteers but we, as local 

residents, have been asked if we can help.  
The poster on the back page of the magazine 
gives more information and the dates of the 
planned planting days.  If you can spare a 
day or just a morning please come along 
and bring your family.  The wood will provide 
a lasting legacy for generations of Rowde 
villagers in the future. 
Jackie Bawden

SPEED WATCH
I have enclosed an end of year report for 
speed watch here in Wiltshire which you may 
wish to include in your next magazine (see 
pages 32 & 33).
Readers may also like to be made aware of 
the following:
The speed watch volunteers continue to 
be active though we are now sharing the 
equipment with both Poulshot and Bromham.
Two of our stalwart volunteers have dropped 
out of the scheme after a number of years 
excellent service, helping to keep the speed 
down in our village. I for one am grateful for 
their dedication and enthusiasm whilst out in all 
weathers on our behalf.
We now have room for more volunteers if there 
is anyone out there. Full training will be given.
An annual report has been sent for 
publication in the next village magazine. The 
report outlines the fact that there has been 
a 15% reduction in speeding over the last 
two years. Having said that a motorist was 
recorded as travelling at 55 mph past the 
school a few weeks ago but in general only 
a small percentage exceed the speed limit 
whilst the speed watch team is active.
Tony Jeffries
Team Leader, Rowde Speed Watch

ANNE FERGUSON
CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPIST
Post graduate Diploma in Hypnotherapy and 
Holistic Care
Integrative Hypnotherapy Associates Member 
NLP PRACTITIONER
ABNLP Approved training
Public speaking, exam preparation, phobias, 
smoking cessation, weight loss, anxiety issues
Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 739472 / 07773732910
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How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact Julie on juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07796690413, giving a brief description 
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying and 

laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 
into the school office between the 

hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm

FREE Classified Ads
FOR SALE
Carrera Luna Girls Mountain Bike. 
24” wheels. Pale blue/white. 
21-speed. Disc brakes. Suitable for 
8-12 years.  
Very good condition (cost over £200 
new). 
Approx 2 years old.   £60. 
Contact Jon Gray  07718 619196.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR GOOD 
ORIGINAL ART OR DO YOU HAVE 
ANY TO SELL?
I deal in 18th and 19th century 
original art (including engravings).
If you have anything to sell or if 
there are particular subjects you 
collect then send some details to me 
at watters.alan@gmail.com or text 
me on 07886870053 for an appraisal.

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cards to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We make a wide range of Jams, Chutneys and Marmalades
Orders taken for Celebration Cakes or Sugar Craft Flowers
We also sell delicious Shortbread, Handmade Chocolates 

and many other seasonal treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We produce our own Apple Juice from the orchards here 
at Furlong Close.   Food miles - ZERO!  Give it a try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A beautiful wheelchair accessible space to hire, with or 

without catering, for Meetings, Parties, Training Courses, etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of                       

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean, Reliable and Professional service
Insurance certificate supplied with each sweep

Standard Sweep £35
Enquiries call James

07849 423883
Email: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 172914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

Mini Sudoku (medium this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (easy this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

3 6
1 6

6 2
6 5

2 4
4 2

1
3 1

5 9 7 3
5 4 8

4 2 7 6
7 1 8

9 2 4
1 2 9

6 4 7

1 2 4 6 5 3
6 3 5 1 4 2
3 4 6 2 1 5
5 1 2 3 6 4
2 5 1 4 3 6
4 6 3 5 2 1

8 7 4 1 6 9 5 3 2
9 6 5 3 8 2 4 7 1
3 2 1 5 4 7 8 6 9
2 3 7 9 5 4 1 8 6
6 1 8 7 2 3 9 5 4
4 5 9 8 1 6 3 2 7
1 4 3 2 7 8 6 9 5
5 9 2 6 3 1 7 4 8
7 8 6 4 9 5 2 1 3
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
H S Stiles & Son Ltd       25
Rowde Village Shop             various pages

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son Ltd         37
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                38
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
D J Bewley Funeral Directors         44

TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       46
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      23
St John’s Adult Education           47
Private Visiting Doctor         6
Photocopying & Laminating Service     51

ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew     20
Painting Group        43
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          21

HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)               51
House Cleaning (Martina)       40
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      38
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     40
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       43
Adams Renovations                    6
Hestia Soft Furnishings       46
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     44
KFR (used furniture and white goods)     40
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      52
Mike’s Tiling Service          37
T M Dickinson Painting & Decorating     41

GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      19
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden      39
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       21
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      47

PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow                    37
Vine Cottage B&B                 42
The Owl         27
The George and Dragon                 36

HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     46
Active Plus for over 60s       23
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     45
Beechwood Beauty        52
Wiltshire Mind        20
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      42
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom        6
Parkfields Homoeopathy       10  
The Sycamore Centre       42
Clinical Hypnotherapist (Anne Ferguson)    50 
Helen Lee Homeopathy                 23
Pilates Classes        43
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club        27
House/Pet Sitter        40
PetStay           6
Greyhound Rescue        40
MISCELLANEOUS:
Agri Services (agricultural & equine)     20
Logs and Kindling        51
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       44
Nursery – Townsend Barn       41
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      27
Rowde Village Website         2
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      21
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    39
Claire Perry           7
4Children           41
J F Chimney Sweep        51
Pins & Needles         35
Cut & Go Mobile Hairdresser               37
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

LOOK who’s photobombing our local MP! 
Yes, it’s Julie and Suzan from our magazine 
team, sneaking a quick photo of Claire Perry 
who kindly invited them on a recent Parliament 
visit. Read all about it in the next issue. 

photograph by Alan Watters
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Allotments
Chris Stevens, Tel: 01380 738438
Bell Ringing
Friday evenings, Bell Tower, St 
Matthew’s Church at 7pm
Contact Richard Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays 8 pm in Village Hall
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St Matthew’s C of E
Rev. John Rees - Tel: 859646

Church Choir
Junior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
6.15 pm
Sally Wadsworth 01380 859052
Senior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
7.00 pm
Gavin Moss 01380 729160
Church Wardens
Michael Cornwell Tel: 01380 722855
Gavin Moss Tel: 01380 729160
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717
Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094
Footpaths
Ben Bentley 01380 728360
Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755
Hospitals
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel: 723511
Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100
Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in the month at 8 pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel: 0300 4560100
Devizes Town Council 722160
Parish Council
Chair - Mr Steve Mundy
Tel: 01380 727598
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 01380 720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Playing Fields
For playing field bookings 
please contact the Parish 
Council Clerk on 01380 720988 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes Police  Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 739567
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053
Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174
Roads/Pavements
‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100
Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788 
Rowde Rainbows
Meet: Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15pm
Contact: Pam Ridley 01380 730442           
Email: RowdeRainbows@gmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy Williams, Tel: 721554
Rowde Runners
Meet Sundays at 9.30 am at the 
G&D. Tel: 723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher - Lorraine Colquhoun 
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head Teacher
Ingrid Sidmouth Tel: 850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa Lancaster, Tel: 725455
Sewing Circle
Ring Yvonne on 01380 728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R H Reeves 725072
J Dalley 07592 063789
Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30 
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held in Village Hall first Tuesday in 
the month at 2.30 pm.
Mrs D Ellis, Tel: 722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Fete
Enquiries - Tel: 
Village Shop
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
or contact Rebekah 01380 720988
Youth Club
Iain Marr 01380 738096

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in the contacts 
page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
3 March Bus users’ ‘Have Your Say’ (see page 26)
5 March Table Top Sale (see page 24)
5-27 March Art Exhibition (see page 32)
6 March Mother’s Day at the G&D (see page 36)
8 March New Lunch Club (see page 35)
9 March Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
11 March Bags2School collection (see page 16)
12 March Fair Trade Food Fair (see page 15)
22 March Pie Night (see page 36)
30 March ‘What’s Under Rowde?’ Talk on local Archaeology (see page 19)
12 April New Lunch Club (see page 35)
13 April Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
16 April Wootton Bassett Brass band Concert (see page 38)
24 April Plant Fair (see page 30)
10 May  New Lunch Club(see page 30)
11 May Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
24 May  Ciderfest (see page 27)
June  Clean for The Queen (see page 45)
5 June Open Farm Sunday
15 June Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
2 July  Rowde Village Fete (see page 30)
13 July Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
14 September Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
12 October Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
9 October Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
14 December Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall

Rowde, Cross Keys   0739 0816 0939 1036 1136 1236 1336 1436 1556 1656 1741 1836 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0817 0839 1007 ----*-- 1204 ---*-- 1404 ---*--- 1634 1734 1819 ---*-- (* ends at Calne)
Rowde, Cross Keys   0720 0750 0840 0845 0923 1015 1044 1215 1244 1415 1444 1640 1720 1820 
Devizes, The Pelican  0728 0803 0848 0858 0931 1023 1050 1223 1250 1423 1450 1653 1733 1833
Additional journey on Schooldays only 1525 Rowde School via Marsh Lane and Caen Hill to Devizes market Place 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at February 2016

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0741 0821 0946 1126 1306 1516 1656 1801 1836  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0819 --*--- 1024 1204 1344 1554 1734 1839  ---*-- (* ends at Calne) 
Rowde, Cross Keys   0725 0805 0914 0930 1110 1250 1500 1640 1820  
Devizes, The Pelican  0733 0815 0920 0938 1120 1300 1510 1650 1830 

Saturday

To check all service updates for all services shown on this timetable go to:
http://www.travelinesw.com



Live Proof 

Become a Friend 
Find out more at canalrivertrust.org.uk 
T 07950 878 983 
E jubileewood@btinternet.com 
Charity number 1146792.  

Show your support 
Like us on  
facebook.com/ 
canalrivertrust 

•  The Canal & River Trust are looking 
for local residents who can help 
look after The Jubilee Woodland 
(adjacent to Marsh Lane). This 
amazing space is in need of some 
TLC. We're having a working party 
on Tue 1st March, Sat 5th March & 
Sun 20th March when we'll be 
clearing and planting the area.  

•  We've got 3,000 trees to get in the 
ground so if you can help, meet at 
the Caen Hill Car Park at 9.30am 
(bring a spade if you have one) Tea, 
coffee and biscuits on site! Or, if 
you would like to help in the future, 
call the phone number below.  

Residents 
Needed  
Residents 
Needed  


