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MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 13th May 2020, 7.30pm, VIRTUAL MEETING BY ZOOM 

 

 PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley, C Stevens, S Taylor, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills   
PRESENT: Cllr Laura Mayes (to item 4) 
Observed: Wayne Cherry 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert 
All Parish Councillors were present. 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

• No interests were recorded.    

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

• No further items were raised at this time.  

 
 

4. Wiltshire Council update 
Cllr Mayes updated the meeting on the response from Wiltshire Council to the 
Coronavirus outbreak. Wiltshire Council has maintained all key services throughout the 
pandemic and lockdown: children services, health & care, education, emptying bins. 
Wiltshire Council staff have been re-deployed, especially from the library service and 
leisure centres.  
There are over 450 voluntary groups formed around the county to help with vulnerable 
residents. These groups will be important moving forward and will have more to help with 
their local community in the future. Wiltshire Council will no longer be able to help at this 
level. Wiltshire Council, through the Wiltshire Well-being hub, is helping over 14,000 
people in the County who are classes as vulnerable.  Over 1000 food parcels have been 
delivered.  
Wiltshire Council has given out £71million in grants to over 6000 businesses in Wiltshire.  
Wiltshire Council now has a deficit of more than £20 - £50 million since the beginning of 
the Coronavirus outbreak.  
Covid-19 – Rowde 
The volunteer group to help vulnerable residents in the village is being run by L Wills & R 
Jeffries. The group has approximately 20 volunteers and has fulfilled over 130 requests 
since the end of March 2020.   

 

5. Public Question Time 

• W Cherry asked about plans to celebrate VJ day on 15th August and whether the 
school would be available for use. Due to the continuing lockdown and closure of 
schools, it is thought that it will be unlikely that the school will be available in 
August. L Wills will speak with the school.  

• It was commented on the success of VE day around the village outside people’s 
own homes. It was thought to be marked appropriately, according to lockdown 
regulations. Residents were thanked for the part they played, including Graham 
Hill from the Cross Keys and Michael Cornwell, from St. Matthew’s Church.  

 
 
 
 
L Wills 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 11th March 2020 
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record: proposed by L Wills, seconded by I 
Whittaker-Axon. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true 
record.  

 

7. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 11th March 2020 

• The portable toilets, arranged by Bishops Cannings Football team, for the Large 
Playing Field have been removed.    
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• The Clerk has requested that a further grit bin is purchased, to be sited at the back 
entrance to the Church, Rowde Court Road. 

• Clerk has made a Freedom of Information request to Wiltshire Council for the full 
cost of the road resurfacing on Conscience Lane. The amount of money spent on 
the road surfacing on Conscience Lane (Oct 2019 - to date) is £255,253.08.  

 
 
 

8. Draft Accounts 

• The Parish Council has viewed the draft accounts for 2019-20. The accounts are 
now lodged with the internal auditor. The date for completion of the Annual 
Return has been delayed due to the Coronavirus outbreak.  

• The Parish Council will meet in June to discuss the accounts again and sign the 
statutory return.   

 
 
 
 
 

9. Planning Matters 
 Old Durlett, Durlett Road, Rowde, SN10 1SX. 20/02715/FUL, plus listed building consent 
for above: 20/03294/LBC 

• Application for Full Planning. Proposal:- Two storey extension to the side of the 
house, a single storey extension at the rear of the garage, minor internal 
remodelling works and the renewal of the entrance gates (resubmission of 
20/00078/FUL). Deadline for responses 28th May 2020. 

• The Parish Council does not object to the application. This is a revised application 
and the Parish Council did not object to the first application, although it raised 
some points of concern.  

Rowde Primary School, High Street, Rowde, SN10 2ND. 20/02306/VAR   
Application for Variation of Condition. Proposal:-  Removal of condition 14 (drainage) - of 
planning application K/47036 (Erection of replacement primary school (incorporating 
community usage) with associated play and leisure facilities, access, car parking and 
landscaping) 

• The Parish Council has objected to this application on the grounds that without the 
ditch there could be flooding on the corner of the school adjacent to the A342, as 
stated in the original planning conditions. The A342 along Devizes Road floods 
constantly, even when there is minimal rainfall.  There were incorrect statements 
in the application including a statement to say that there had never been a wildlife 
pond on the site. Residents who could be affected by flooding were not consulted 
on the application. The ditch has been filled in without any mitigating measures 
taken.  

 

10. Asset Transfer Proposal 
A proposal has been made by Wiltshire Council to transfer assets to the Parish Council.  
These assets include the play area at Silverlands Road, the football area adjacent to it, land 
off Reed Place, the footpath area from Rowde Court Road to St. Matthew’s Church, and 
the grass verge area at the entrance to Rowde Court Road adjacent to the Wesleyan 
Chapel. 

• The Parish Council would like to know whether the adjacent land owner has been 
approached by the Wesleyan Chapel.  

• The Clerk has been asked to respond to Wiltshire Council and ask if they will cover 
our solicitor’s fees and also whether we will still receive £1000 towards the repair 
of the Silverlands play area as was originally suggested.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. Financial Matters 
Monthly invoices for March & April 2020.  
March invoices (total: £2,588.92) 
Admin costs: £1,339.21 
New PC laptop: £408.99 
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Grounds Maintenance: £770.72 
Coronavirus Leaflets: £70.00 
 

April invoices (total: £5,029.30) 
Admin costs: £1, 345.13 
Grounds Maintenance: £413,32 
Insurance & WALC subscription: £1,720.85 
Donations to village groups: £1, 550 
 

Payment for invoices were proposed by L Wills, seconded by I Whittaker-Axon. The Clerk 
will continue to pay invoices by BACS where possible to prevent the necessity to transfer 
cheques between Parish Councillors.  

• The Parish Council agreed to contract a commercial waste company to empty the 

Parish Council rubbish bins.  

• It was proposed that the litter collector can recommence her work in the week 

commencing 18th May. 

• It was agreed that the village groups, who have requested a grant, would be paid 

this month from the village precept. It was agreed that the groups would be asked 

to submit a copy of their annual finances in the next round of grant donations.  

12. The Common 

• The Clerk asked for clarification on what action will be taken when the travellers 
return to the Common.  

• It was agreed that the Clerk would speak with a resident local to the area to see if 
they are willing to help with discussions as was agreed at the last Common 
meeting.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. Tanis footpath 

• Wiltshire Council has provided the Parish Council with an outline drawing of a 
possible footpath in Tanis. There are no costings for this project so far. It is still 
hoped that an application will be made for a substantial funding bid with Wiltshire 
Council.  

 
 
 

14. Village Upkeep 

• Graffiti has appeared in the Jubilee Woods. This has been reported to the Canal 
and River Trust who will arrange for the graffiti to be removed.  

• It was agreed that the weed killing on the pavements could commence now that 
the weather is drier. J Dalley will arrange this with our grounds contractor.  

• The Clerk has asked Wiltshire Council about the ready tarmac that the Parish 
Steward uses. Wiltshire Council has responded to say that they use viafix or 
instamac 

• The Clerk has been asked to source a quotation for a road sweeper to come 
through the village. It was agreed to do the road sweep after the weed killer has 
been applied and the weeds have died off.  

• The Clerk has received complaints of over-full tractors travelling through the 
village. This has been reported to Wiltshire Council. 

• A local farmer has made a request to the Parish Council to request information 
from the Speedwatch Team regarding the speed of tractors going through the 
village.  

• There was concern about the area on the Hill that has been re-turfed. J Dalley will 
speak with the contractor. The Parish Council did not pay for this work.  

 
 
 
 
JD 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
JD 
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• The bridge on the permissive footpath remains broken. J Dalley & S Taylor agreed 
to work together to repair this. The Clerk is still waiting for a quotation for the 
work to be done. This was delayed due to flooding in the field at the beginning of 
the year, then the coronavirus outbreak.  

JD & 
ST 

15. Playing field update 

• It was agreed to re-open the tennis court after the Coronavirus outbreak. There 
was concern amongst the Parish Council about whether it was too early to open 
the court. The Clerk has carried out a risk assessment and taken advice from 
Devizes Town Council. The court will remain locked overnight.  

• The grass needs to be cut in the large playing field. J Dalley will schedule this with 
the grounds contractor.  

• The Parish Council has arranged for a delivery of top soil to build up around the 
goal mouths on the large playing field. Thank you to J Dalley for carrying out this 
work.  

• Items left by the Bootcamp have been removed.  

• The Scooter Rally has been cancelled this year due to the Coronavirus outbreak.  

 
JD 

16. Allotments Updates 

• C Stevens thanked J Dalley for all of his hard work at the allotments during his 
recuperation. J Dalley was thanked for filling the remaining vacant plots.  

• C Stevens has proposed that an additional water trough is installed at the 
allotments. This work will take place later in the year.  

 

17. Covid-19 Rowde Volunteer Group 

• L Wills and her family were thanked for all of their contributions and hard work 
during the Coronavirus outbreak. L Wills has worked tirelessly with the volunteer 
group helping vulnerable residents.  

• W Cherry was thanked for setting up the group and for all of his help.  

 
 
 
 
 

18. Village Shop 

• The Parish Council expressed their thanks to Graham Hill and family for re-opening 
the Village Shop during this time.  

• The Parish Council wished them well and great success in their venture.  

• There is still concern about the money that was paid to the previous Village Shop 
towards their utility bills, when the closure of the shop was imminent. The Clerk 
was asked to approach Chris Collett for further information.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

19. Correspondence 
Police Report for Rowde: 

• An officer stopped a car travelling through Rowde on 23.04.2020 and conducted a 
drugs test, for which the driver tested positive. The driver was subsequently 
arrested. 

• An officer stopped a car travelling through Rowde on 23.04.2020. It transpired the 
car had no insurance and the vehicle was seized. 

 
 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 10th June 2020. This will be a virtual Zoom 

meeting. Please contact the Clerk for a login code, at least the day before the 
meeting.  

Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   



5 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 

 


