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   MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 5th April 2017, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), J Dalley, J Hawkins, G Sartin, C Stevens 
Cllr Cuthbert (from 8.30pm)  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies: B Bentley, D Revell, A Seedhouse, L Stewart   

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
J Hawkins registered an interest in item 15: the proposal to locate planters opposite Paradise 
Lane.   

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes  

 The nomination date for Parish Councillors to be elected onto the Parish Council was on 
4th April 2017. Five people stood to remain as Parish Councillors. The Parish Council will 
be elected unopposed at the next Parish Council meeting on 10th May 2017. There will 
be six vacancies, which can be filled through co-option.  

 The Parish Council says goodbye to A Seedhouse, G Sartin, L Stewart, D Revell. All four 
Councillors were thanked for their hard work and support during their time on the 
Parish Council.  

 It was agreed that the Chair and the Clerk would carry out door to door visits in the 
village to encourage people to join the Parish Council. The Clerk will prepare a leaflet to 
promote the work of the Parish Council.  

 The Chair and Clerk have met with P. Allfrey to discuss the proposed Neighbourhood 
Plan. It was agreed that the Clerk will put a further notice in the Rowde Village News in 
an attempt to attract more interest from volunteers willing to help with parts of the 
project.  
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4. Wiltshire Council update – Cllr Cuthbert  

 Cllr Cuthbert updated the Parish Council on her recent meeting with Potterne Parish 
Council. Potterne PC is looking forward to working together with Rowde and Poulshot 
over road safety concerns. This will be progressed as soon as the new Parish Councils 
have been formed in May.  

 Cllr Cuthbert talked about the Air Quality Steering group that meets every two months. 
Four areas have been identified in Devizes as having very poor air quality: the area 
around Roses, Windsor Drive, Shane’s Castle and Northgate Street. When s. 106 money 
becomes available from the Ley Wood development in Devizes, changes will be made 
to the area around Shane’s Castle. S Mundy volunteered to attend the next Air Quality 
Steering Group.   

 Elections: Cllr Cuthbert was disappointed that there were not more people standing for 
the Parish Council election. Cllr Cuthbert noted that there was some confusion about 
the levels of local government and who is responsible for what.  

 There is a full spread of parties canvassing for the Wiltshire Council unitary post for 
Bromham, Rowde and Potterne.  Cllr Cuthbert stressed the importance of people 
exercising their right to vote.  

 The important of the Area Board was highlighted. The Village Shop recently made a 
successful grant application to the Area Board. The next meeting will be in June.  

 S Mundy thanked Cllr Cuthbert for her governance over the last two years.   
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5. Public Question Time   
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 It was commented that the Council tax bills have now been received and the 19% 
increase in the village precept is evident. It was asked what the plans are for spending 
the money. The Chair responded that the Parish Council will discuss the projects they 
intend to undertake at the Annual Village Meeting (Monday 22nd May 2017).  

 It was requested that the precept working document is put on the village website. The 
Clerk agreed to do this [Clerk’s note: this was completed 6/4/17]. 

 A question was asked about the Clerk’s pension provision by the Parish Council. The 
Parish Council is statutorily required to provide a pension for eligible employees.  It was 
agreed to share the details of the scheme that the Parish Council is participating in at 
the next meeting.  
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6. Agree the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting on 8th March 2017.  

 The minutes were agreed by C Stevens, seconded by J Hawkins. All Councillors were in 
favour.   

 

7. Matters arising & actions taken from the meeting 8th March 2017   

 The Clerk has reported blocked drains outside of Rowde Court, and also 12 Devizes 
Road (opposite Rowde Primary School). Wiltshire Council has booked a gully tanker to 
clear the drains in these areas.  

 J Dalley & D Packer have installed the new bin at the bottom of Caen Hill, with many 
thanks. 

 The need to replace the bin at the bus stop at the High Street was discussed. It was 
proposed and agreed that the Parish Council should purchase a new bin for the bus 
shelter, after checking again with Wiltshire Council to see whether they will cover the 
cost of the new bin.  

 The textiles recycling container has now been removed.  

 Replacement posts have been made for the Hill. S Mundy and A Seedhouse will install 
the new posts.  

 C Stevens has planted the hedgerow plants in the gap in the hedge between the large 
playing field and the allotments.  

 L Stewart has forwarded the introductory letter regarding the planters, to the Clerk. 
The Clerk will distribute the letter to the people suggested on the list.  The Clerk has 
received advice on the soil that is needed for the planters.  

 S Mundy is waiting to speak with a representative from Gaigers’ about the possible cost 
of renovating the pavilion. J Dalley will continue to approach John Williams Stables 
about the possible cost of putting up a pre-fabricated building on the site.   

 S Mundy has volunteered to remove a damaged section of the chain link fence from the 
small playing field. C Stevens has agreed to plant the remaining hawthorn hedging in 
the gap.  

 G Sartin has put details of the ‘Best Kept Village Competition’ onto the Parish Council 
Facebook page.  The post has been viewed by 174 people, although there were no 
offers of help. After some discussion, it was agreed that the village would enter the 
competition (proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J Hawkins). It was suggested that 
there was a cost to enter. The Clerk will check this but is confident that there is no 
charge to enter.    

 S Mundy has volunteered to attend the Parish & Town meeting on 24th May 2017, 
7.00pm, at Kennet House to discuss Wiltshire Council’s priorities for grounds 
maintenance.   

 The Parish Council discussed the cost of hosting archery taster sessions for children. 
The charge would be £25.00 per hour, with a recommended two hour session. Twelve 
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children could be taught at a time.  It was proposed by J Hawkins, seconded by G Sartin 
that the Parish Council hosts three sessions over a six week period. The Clerk will 
discuss a timetable with the provider.  

 The Deputy Clerk of Devizes Town Council has responded to say that Devizes Town 
Council will be happy to consider a joint approach with Wiltshire Council about the 
condition of Conscience Lane. G Sartin & S Mundy to take pictures of damaged sections 
of the road and send to S Fisher at Devizes TC.  
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SM/GS 

8. Plans to host the Annual Village Meeting at Rowdefield Farm  
There was a discussion about the proposed changes to the Annual Village Meeting. It was 
agreed that it is a good idea to separate the Annual Village Meeting from the annual Parish 
Council meeting. This year the Annual Village meeting will be held on Monday 22nd May, 7pm.  
The annual Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th May, 7.00pm as planned.  

 The reasons for the proposed change include trying to attract more people to the 
village meeting and to engage with different parts of the village. The facilities and IT 
support at Rowdefield Farm are very good. If transport is difficult for villagers, lifts will 
be available.  

 There were suggestions to rotate the meeting in future years, for example Rowde 
Primary School and HfT.   

 

9. Tri-parish meeting: update and outcomes 
Representatives from Rowde Parish Council, Poulshot Parish Council and Potterne Parish 
Council met at Rowdefield Farm on 13th March 2017 to discuss road safety between the three 
parishes, in the main Caen Hill.  

 It was agreed that a working party would be formed after the elections, with each 
parish putting forward 2 representatives. This working party will liaise with Cllr 
Cuthbert to meet with representatives from the Highways department, at Wiltshire 
Council. It was suggested that the working group could consider models for possible 
changes to the lay-out/signage on Caen Hill and look at what impact they might have 
on the surrounding areas. These options could then be discussed with Cllr Whitehead, 
Portfolio holder for Highways.  

 It was asked whether the properties neighbouring Caen Hill have been consulted. The 
response was that they have not been consulted yet although some of the residents 
living in the area have already raised concerns about the speed of traffic on Caen Hill 
and the safety for pedestrians.  

 The forthcoming closure of Dunkirk Hill (26th April – 5 May 2017) was discussed. The 
Clerk was asked to find out whether the junction of Conscience Lane will be affected.  
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10. Election update for Parish Councillors (May 2017) 
Please see item 3 above, item 10 in ‘Matters arising’.  

 
 

11. Planning & Development  

 Update on Silverlands bungalow development 
The building of the bungalows is progressing well. All construction and trade traffic now park 
on site or on Springfield Road. There have been no further complaints from residents in 
Silverlands about unreasonable behaviour.  

 Update on Neighbourhood Plan 
Please see item 3 above. 

 Proposed development on land at Malthouse Farm: update if available  
There were no further updates available from the planning consultants for Malthouse Farm.  

 

12. Village Appearance/Maintenance 

 Best Kept Village competition 
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Please see item 7 above, item 10 under ‘Matters Arising’ It was agreed that the Parish Council 
would apply to enter the ‘Best Kept Village’ competition on behalf of the village.  

 The Parish Council thanked T. Hues and his team for all of the ditch work that they have 
carried out around Marsh Lane.  

13. Village Communication 
Parish Council Facebook page update.  

 The Best Kept Village post has been well viewed, as has the post about the forthcoming 
road closure.   

 
 
 
 

14. Financial matters & monthly invoices (total: £1661.10) 

 The invoices for March were approved and cheques were signed for total of £1661.80. 
Proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J Hawkins. All Councillors were in favour.  

 
Admin costs  1067.26 

Grounds maintenance  465.94 

Materiasl for the planters 127.90 

Total: £1661.10 

 

 It was suggested that we ask for quote for the village noticeboards to be cleaned. D 
Packer has kindly agreed to clean the board in Silverlands Road. It was also suggested 
that the Clerk purchases some silica gel to reduce dampness inside the boards.  

 It was proposed that the Parish Council replaces the bin at the bus stop, on the High 
Street, opposite the Cross Keys pub. It was proposed that a new post-mounted bin is 
purchased (£115 exc VAT). Proposed by J Dalley, seconded by C Stevens.  
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15. Correspondence 

 A letter has been received from some residents from Paradise Lane who are unhappy 
abbot the proposal to put planters on the pavement opposite Paradise Lane. The Parish 
Council re-iterated their plans to put planters in this location, in order to re-instate the 
visibility splay for residents pulling out of Manor Lane.  It was agreed to write to 
residents of Paradise Lane to inform them of the date that the planters are going to be 
installed.   

Welcome to the new Vicar.  
The Chair and the Clerk attended the licensing of the new Vicar for the benefice of Bromham 
and Rowde on Thursday 30th March. Rev Ruth Schofield is looking forward to working closely 
with the Parish Council and the village.  

 

 Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 10th May 2017 , 7.30pm in the Village Hall  
 

 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


