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Rowde Annual Village Meeting 
 

Wednesday 11th May 2016, 8.00pm,  
Rowde Village Hall 

 
 
Attenders: 23 people  
 
1. Welcome: Apologies were received from R Berry & E Ibbetson.   

 
2. Agree the minutes of the Annual Village Meeting of 13/5/15. Minutes from 
the last meeting were approved: proposed by A Seedhouse & seconded by C 
Stevens.  
 
3. Presentation of the Parish Council Accounts for 2015-16. The draft 
accounts were presented to the village meeting. These had been previously 
discussed at the Annual Parish Council meeting. The accounts are lodged with 
the internal auditor and are due for final approval at the Parish Council meeting in 
June.  
 

 It was suggested by a member of the audience that more money should 
have been donated to village groups in 2015-16 under the s.137 provision 
of the Local Government Act 1972. [Section 137 makes provision for 
Parish Councils to provide financial support, up to a fixed amount, for the 
benefit of residents of the Parish, for items that are not already covered by 
a statutory provision]. It was explained that this money is not an additional 
sum of money granted to the parish; it must be found within the existing 
budget. Village groups are invited every year to request a donation from 
the village precept and these, in the main, are granted. It was suggested 
that this allowance is advertised in the village magazine from November 
onwards to enable village groups to apply. 

 The Chair reminded the audience that all of the Parish Council’s precept is 
spent for the good of the village and it is not just the s.137 allowance that 
benefits residents. The Parish Council will consider a request for s.137 
funds from any established village group or organization that is run for the 
benefit of parishioners.  

 

 
4. Annual Reports – What goes on in the village? 
 
Parish Council update – Steve Mundy 
The Chairman summarised key points of the year for the village, including 
installing new play equipment in the small playing field and purchasing a 
defibrillator for the village. Thanks were given to Mr Stephen Reed for facilitating 
the installation of the defibrillator on to the side of the Cross Keys pub.    
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Thanks were given to Jackie Bawden, who was the Chair of the Parish Council at 
the last Village meeting, for all of her contributions to the Parish Council over the 
previous nine years. Thanks were also given to J Bawden for all of her help at 
this Annual Village meeting.  
 
Thanks were also given to Chris Stevens for his work at the allotments, and also 
to Dave Packer and John Dalley for their continued hard work at the large playing 
field.  
 
 

 A comment was made about the possible community fund money to be 
received from Sandridge Solar Farm. It was recommended that the Clerk 
talks with the Clerk of Seend Parish Council to find out exactly what 
payment is due. It was also noted that if there is any dispute over the 
amount of money expected, the Clerk should speak with the Planning 
Department at Wiltshire Council.  

 
Please see accompanying written report on actions that the Parish Council has 
achieved in 2015 – 16. 
 
Sports Field – John Dalley, presented by Ben Bentley 
It is estimated that the income from the Sports field will increase in the new 
financial year 2016-17.  
There has been discussion about the condition of the pavilion and concern for its 
long term future. It has been suggested that a surveyor should inspect the 
property.  
It was also noted that the steel container needs to be removed at the earliest 
opportunity as it is starting to rust badly.  
 
St. Matthew’s Church – Rev John Rees 
Rev Rees spoke about St. Matthew’s Church being there for everyone. The 
Church is now used for concerts and other events, such as Stewsday. The 
Church contributes widely to village life. If anyone is interested in using the 
church space for an event, please speak to one of the churchwardens: Gavin 
Moss or Michael Cornwell.  
 
The last five year inspection report stated urgent repairs were needed to the 
church roof. Thanks largely to a legacy left by Odette Perrett, repairs are able to 
be carried out to the roof. Work should begin in July.  
 
Rev Rees is moving on from the benefice and said that it had been a joy to serve 
in Rowde. Sunday 29th May is Rev Rees’ last service in Rowde. Rev Rees is 
moving to the Canalside Benefice, near Trowbridge.  
  
It was urged for villagers to support the Church Wardens during the inter-regnum 
period. It is hoped that a new incumbent will be in post in early 2017. In the 
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meantime, services will be taken by lay preachers and visiting clergy. All services 
in Rowde will move to 10am. The standardisation of church service times should 
make it easier for many people to attend church.  
 
Wiltshire Council – Cllr Anna Cuthbert 
Cllr Cuthbert has been in post now for one year. This has not been enough to 
resolve the broadband issue. Rowde was originally included in the commercial 
roll out by BT for fibre-optic broadband. Unfortunately, due to wayleave issues at 
the time, Rowde was missed from the programme. Cllr Cuthbert continues to 
lobby BT to install fibre-optic broadband in the Rowde. BT says it comes down to 
cost.  

 A question was asked about where the cabinet is, and on whose land. It is 
not possible to reveal this information.  

 A question was asked about whether Cllr Cuthbert was fighting equally for 
Rowde and for Poulshot on this matter. Cllr Cuthbert responded that 
Rowde is more unhappy with the situation and that most of her energies 
have gone into campaigning on behalf of Rowde.  

Cllr Cuthbert urged residents to continue to lobby Claire Perry for fibre-optic 
broadband.  
 
Cllr Cuthbert was concerned that in general the interest in politics is waning.  
Cllr Cuthbert is contacted by about 20-25 residents each week.  
It was noted that Rowde is active at the Area Board meetings, showing a strong 
voice in the wider area. Cllr Cuthbert appreciated the role that Rowde Parish 
Council plays.  
 
 
Neighbourhood Planning – John Hawkins & Andrew Seedhouse 
J Hawkins attended a Neighbourhood Planning Roadshow hosted by Community 
First on 16th March. It is estimated that the amount of time it will take to produce 
a Neighbourhood Plan is 4000 hours. Many villages who are producing a plan 
have professionals in the field who are willing to help, for example environmental 
planners. The average cost for producing a plan is £14,000. Some grants are 
available but there are conditions attached.  
 
A Seedhouse briefed the meeting on the number of houses required to be built in 
the Core Strategy period 2006 – 2026.  
 
It was noted that it would be helpful for the parish to have a plan of some 
description, for example a village plan, if a Neighbourhood Plan is not 
achievable. This would show current interests, needs and priorities of the 
villagers.  
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Community Speedwatch – Tony Jeffries 
The team now consists of 6 members but needs more volunteers. If anyone is 
interested in joining please let T Jeffries know or email the Clerk of the Parish 
Council. 
 
The Speedwatch process involves two or three volunteers going out for an hour 
on two or three days over a three week period. Equipment is used which 
measures the speed of cars passing both ways. If the speed is above the 
guidelines then the following details are recorded. Speed  - Registration number 
– vehicle colour – body type ( car/lorry etc.) and time. They also record the 
number of vehicles passing through. 

 
The details of any speeders are sent to the Police who, depending on the speed 
recorded, either write to the owner of the vehicle or visit them at their home 
address. 

 
Village Shop – Jan Barber 
J Barber noted that there are many community shops in existence now. They 
have a success rate of 96%. Volunteers in the village shop in Rowde put in a 
tremendous amount of hours to ensure that the shop is successful. 
 
It was noted that the stock control is much tighter now. A large amount of back 
office work is carried out now by a stock control manager, who is paid for his 
work. There is a further employee who oversees shop sales and is paid for 30 
hrs a week. There is a committee to oversee the strategic activities of the shop.  
 
The processes in the shop are much improved now regarding finance and 
paperwork. Thanks were given to Hazel and Denis who have carried out a lot of 
work, in particularly on wastage. There is only 2% wastage now which is the level 
suggested by the Plunkett Foundation. Thanks were also given to Chris Collett & 
Phil Hale who continue to do a lot of work for the shop.   
It was noted that Jane Weatherston is doing a sponsored swim of 22 miles, after 
recently having knee replacement surgery.   
 
The shop is now supplying fresh cut flowers, which are supplied from Poulshot. 
The shop is also retailing fresh meat again, from a local supplier. J Barber re-
iterated that the shop is open to new ideas.   

 

 
Open Farm Sunday & Agricultural Education at Rowdefield Farm – John 
Butler 
The new classroom is up and running now and taking classes. There is a charge 
of £1.50 per child, plus VAT. 695 children have attended sessions so far this 
year.  
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The classroom facility has been hired out for events such as the archaeology 
meeting. Another archaeology meeting is planned for the winter.  
Staff have attended rat poisoning training as anyone wanting to apply rat poison 
will soon require a license.  
 
Open Farm Sunday will take place again this year on Sunday 5th June, from 
11am – 5pm. All activities will be free, including a spinning demonstration which 
will take place. There will be a charge for food and drink.  

 

 
Village Fete – Lesley Stewart 
The fete is now in its third year. It started in 2014 with a £500 grant from the 
Parish Council. The fete has not required any further funding from the Parish 
Council since as it is now self-funding.  
This year’s fete will take place on 2nd July from 12pm – 4pm. It will be in the 
same format as last year. The ethos is to create a fun day for children. There will 
be children’s races, barbeque, bar, cake stalls, Morris dancers, scarecrow trail. 
There will not be a band this year.  
The fete committee has got a lot smaller. The team is in desperate need for help 
setting up on the day. Anyone who is willing to help, please contact Lesley 
Stewart.  
 
Village Magazine – Alan Watters 
It was noted that the magazine team is finding it difficult to keep its head above 
water.  
 
Everyone in the village gets the magazine. A Watters requested feedback from 
residents about what they would like to see in the magazine.  
 
If anyone wants to contribute; if there is anything that anyone wants to see, 
please contact Alan. If you use the advertisers in magazine, please tell them 
where you saw the advert.  
When submitting articles, please send photos in on their own. They do not need 
to be presented in a specific way. There has been a drop in the classified ads.  
 
If you are not getting the magazine, please let the team know.  
 
It was reminded that the deadline for submissions is 15th of the month. 
 
 
Village Hall – written report from Barrie Barrett.  
Barrie Barrett noted that the Village Hall has been very busy with fund raising 
events over the last year which have been well supported. Bookings are being 
taken up to Christmas 2016. This has been achieved by the hard work of a very 
small committee, plus volunteers. New members are always welcome.    
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o During the last year, the Village Hall Committee has installed 
outside lighting on the steps from Cock Road, plus hand dryers in 
the toilets and kitchen. They have also installed new 
thermostatically controlled radiators to replace the existing ones. 
The feedback from users is good and running costs appear to have 
reduced. 

 
5. Looking Forward  
The 2016/2017 Precept  
 
Copies of the precept planning document and the budget were circulated to the 
audience.  
 
The precept is calculated on items that the Parish Council is mandated to pay for, 
for example the provision of allotments, the Clerk’s wages, and to maintain public 
safety. There are other items that the Parish Council commits to supporting or 
paying for and other items that it hopes to deliver, for example the Parish Council 
makes donations to the village shop and the village magazine. The Parish 
Council has various aims, for example improving the sports facilities.  
 
The Chair noted that the Parish Council accounts are externally audited. If 
anyone has any questions, please contact the Clerk.  
 
 
6. Question Time  
 

 It was asked whether the Parish Council owns the bus shelter on Caen Hill 
at the junction of Marsh Lane. The Parish Council does not own the bus 
shelter but will undertake to clean it to ensure that the area remains 
vermin free.  
 

The Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday of every month (except 
August) at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. There are currently vacancies on the 
Parish Council if anyone is interested in joining. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend all meetings.  
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                   Date:  
 
 
 
Chairman of Rowde Parish Council  


