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 MINUTES of the Annual & Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 9th May 2018, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair for item 1), J Hawkins (Chair from item 2), J Dalley, P Lucas, C Stevens, I Whittaker-
Axon, L Wills  

1. Election of Chairman 
C Stevens proposed & P Lucas seconded John Hawkins’ nomination for Chair.  
All councilors voted in favour. J Hawkins took over the chair.   

 

2. To receive the Chairman’s Acceptance of Declaration of Office 
The declaration was duly signed and witnessed.  

 

3. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies B Bentley 
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert  

 

4. Register of Members’ Interests 

 No new business interests were recorded.  

 

5. Election of Vice-Chair 
There were two nominations for Vice-Chair. I Whittaker-Axon was appointed as Vice 
Chair with a majority vote.  

 

6. Review of Committee Responsibilities 
The following roles were agreed as stated: 
 
Role Parish Councillor 

Finance Ben Bentley 

Data Protection Compliance Ivan Whittaker-Axon 

Roads & transports, footpaths I Whittaker-Axon, P Lucas 

Sports and playing fields J Dalley 

Allotments C Stevens 

Planning  John Hawkins 

Rowde’s Future (Neighbourhood Planning) Vacancy 

Social Media Lisa Wills 

Youth Co-ordinator Lisa Wills 

Village Hall Liaison Vacancy 

Village Appearance & Safety Vacancy 

 

 

7. Finance  
Presentation & approval of draft accounts for year ending 31 March 2018 
The draft accounts were presented to the Parish Council. There were no questions at this 
time.  
Review of Internal auditor’s report for the accounts 2017-2018. 
The internal auditor reported that the accounts were in ‘good order’ and no further 
comments were made.  
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Approval of ‘Annual Governance ‘Accounting Statements 2017/18 for the Annual 
Governance & Accountability Return 2017-2018 
The Parish Council approved the ‘Accounting Statements’ for 2017-18 and the statement 
was duly signed by the Chair. 
Review of financial regulations 
The Parish Council’s financial regulations were reviewed and remain as stated.  
Financial risk assessment review 
The Parish Council considered a financial risk assessment of the Parish Council’s 
situation. Councillors agreed to review the document and return to the Parish Council 
meeting with any further comments.  
Review of bank signatories 
It was agreed to remove S. Mundy from the list of bank signatories. It was proposed that 
I Whittaker-Axon should be added.  
Insurance renewal:  
The Parish Council will come to the end of its fixed three year tie-in with the current 
insurers Hiscox Insurance, on 1 June 2018. Insurance brokers, Came & Company has 
provided quotations from three companies. They recommended that the Parish Council 
takes up the cheapest option with a further three year tie-in agreement. The Parish 
Council agreed to insure with Inspire, via Axa, to provide ‘rradar’ insurance as 
recommended by Came & Company, & B Bentley.  
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8. Policies 
Consideration of revised model NALC standing orders 
The Clerk presented the Parish Council with a new model for standing orders created by 
the National Association of Local Councils (NALC). There have been some changes 
recently in legislation which need to be reflected in the standing orders. It was agreed 
that the Parish Council will look at the document and return to the next Parish Council 
meeting with any comments with a view to adopting the document.  
The Clerk will circulate a copy of the Parish Council’s existing Standing orders to the 
Parish Councillors for comparison.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. Public Question time  

 There are problems for residents in Springfield Road with cars parking 
inconsiderately and blocking access to their drives. This occurs only at certain 
times when local events are taking place.  The Parish Council has agreed to write 
to the parties concerned to remind all road users to park responsibly. If this does 
not improve the situation, the Parish Council has agreed to approach the 
Community Area Transport Group to ask for single yellow lines to be installed in 
that area.  

 A question was asked about how much it costs to insure the pavilion. The Clerk 
will find out the details and report back to the next Parish Council meeting.  

 A question was raised about football provision in the village and whether it will be 
possible to start a children’s team. The resident will speak with J Dalley and L 
Wills in more detail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting: 18th April 2018 

 The minutes were approved by the Parish Council (proposed by Chris Stevens, 
seconded John Dalley. All Councillors were in favour).  
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11. Matters arising & actions taken from meeting on 18th April 2018 

 Consultation on the proposed double lines on Marsh Lane, Springfield Road and 
Cock Road. The Parish Council has responded to Wiltshire Council’s consultation 
to support the double yellow lines on Marsh Lane & Springfield Road with 
conditions. However, it was agreed that Parish Council support for an extension 
to the double yellow lines on Cock Road would be withdrawn at this time. It was 
not possible to agree the distance for the proposed extension.  

 Planters: Lexi Lemon was thanked for planting the planter on Marsh Lane at the 
corner of Rowde Court Road. Unfortunately, some vandalism of the plants took 
place immediately after they had been planted.  

 Another resident has kindly offered to construct and maintain a planter near the 
Hill. This will be constructed in the next few weeks.  

 The Clerk has circulated the new clause in the tenancy agreement to allotment 
holders prohibiting the use of rodenticides, animal traps or electric fencing.  

 C Stevens will let the Clerk know how many plants are needed for the allotments 
borders. It was suggested that a mixture of Hawthorn, blackthorn, and dog rose, 
etc. are ordered.   

 S Mundy has not had a response from the Canal and River Trust lawyers about 
the costs for arranging access across the Seend feeder.  

 L Wills and Mrs Hulford, Acting Headteacher at Rowde Primary School have met 
with representatives from the twinning association. The association is keen for 
Rowde to be involved and are seeking families to host visitors from France in 
October.  

 

Continued on next page.  
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12. Grounds Maintenance  
Review of grounds maintenance contract work: feedback from Councillors 

 The cutting has begun now for the season. There is concern that the work is not 
being carried out timely enough and that it is not of good quality.  The Clerk is 
meeting on site with the contractor to discuss these issues.  

Review of village clean-up morning & road sweeper plans in preparation for the Best 
Kept Village Competition.  

 The Village Clean up morning took place on Sunday 29th April. Thank you to the 

following residents for all of their help on the day: Wilf Fudge & Josh Wills, Pete & 

Wendy Williams, Sue & Geoff Edwards, Robin Eccles, Kate McParland, Jess, 

Howard, Jenson & Harriet Wright, Liz Ibbetson, & Rosie Berry (in the advance 

party). Also, to the following Parish Councillors: John Hawkins, John Dalley, Ivan 

Whittaker-Axon, & Chris Stevens. The areas along the High Street, Marsh Lane 

and around the Hill were weeded [Clerk’s note: further weeding has taken place 

on Rowde Court Road and Springfield Road]. 

 Thanks were given to J Dalley and C Stevens for removing the waste material. 

 Nigel Grist, from Grist Environmental has very kindly donated the hire of a road 

sweeper to come through the village on Monday 14th May in advance of the first 

round of judging in the best kept village competition. The Parish Council 

expressed their thanks.  

 The route for the road sweeper was discussed. It was agreed to ask for the 

sweeper to clean along the High Street from West End Farm to Tanis; on Marsh 

Lane to Furlong Close; Springfield Road including the cul-de-sacs; and Rowde 

Court Road.  

 The Clerk & L Wills will put flyers on cars parked on Marsh Lane & Rowde Court 

Road to ask if vehicles can be moved on Monday so that the sweeper can get in 

more easily. Posters will be put on lampposts around the village.  

 
 

13. Joint plans to commemorate the end of World War 1 

 A meeting took place on 25th April between representatives of the Parish Council, 

Rowde Primary School and St. Matthew’s Church to discuss plans to 

commemorate the end of World War 1. Several ideas were discussed including 

creating a pebble sculpture to form a giant poppy on The Hill. There is also work 

being carried out on the men from the village who lost their lives in the war. It is 

hoped that there will be a trail around the village showing where those who died 

in the war lived. It is hoped that these events will culminate near 11th November. 

The group will meet regularly to progress the plans.   
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14. Update on compliance with changes to the Data Protection law 

 Consideration of data audit schedule 
The Clerk has produced a data audit of the personal information that the Council holds, 
how and where it holds it and its retention details. This is a working document which will 
be reviewed annually.  

 Consideration of draft Information & Data Protection Policy 
A draft policy was presented to the Parish Council for consideration. The Parish Council 
will consider the draft and it will be proposed for adoption at the Parish Council meeting 
in June.  

 Proposal to consider suite of data protection policies with a designated 
councillor 

The National Association of Local councils has successfully campaigned to remove the 
requirement to have a Data Protection Officer for Parish & Town Councils. It was, 
however, agreed that the Parish Council would designate a Councillor with responsibility 
for overseeing Data Protection compliance. I Whittaker-Axon agreed to take on this role.  

 
 
 
  

15.  Financial matters & monthly invoices for April (total: £5,313.63) 
It was agreed to pay donations to the village groups. Cheques for the invoices were 
proposed by Chris Stevens, seconded by L Wills. All Councillors were in favour. 
 
April invoices breakdown 
Admin costs:  £1, 098.93                                        
PC insurance & audits:£1,539.40 
Grounds maintenance: £362.42 
Donations to village groups (S.137): £2,210   
Total: £5,210.75                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. Plans for the annual village meeting: Thursday 24th May, 2018 at Rowde Primary School 

 Groups and organisations in the village are invited to attend the Annual Village 
meeting on 24th May in Rowde Primary School.  

 
 

17. Correspondence 

 Seend Parish has circulated details of its ongoing progress towards having a 
Neighbourhood Plan with plans to designate local green spaces.  

 Notification of new planning legislation has been received with ‘Permission in 
principle’ for landowners and developers to apply to the Council for PiP for minor 
residential developments of up to 9 dwellings. It is intended to make it easier for 
small developers to build houses.   

 The Bunnies Lane road sign has been damaged in a road traffic accident, as has 
the ‘Rowde’ village sign on Marsh Lane. Wiltshire council has already committed 
its budget for signs for 2018-19. The Parish Council is pursuing the matter further 
with Wiltshire Council.  

Facebook Update 

 There was concern about the collection of the waste from the village clean up. 
This was cleared within hours of the clean-up.  
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18. Date of next meeting 
 Thursday 24th May 2018 at 7.30pm for the Annual Village Meeting in ROWDE 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 Wednesday 13th June 2018, at 7.30pm for the next Parish Council meeting, in the 

Village Hall.  

 

19. The Parish Council reviewed the Clerk’s salary after the public meeting was closed 
Confidential minutes were taken. It was agreed that the Clerk would be paid at level 37, 
according to the NALC pay scale, dated April 2018.  

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


