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Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Amanda Boorman and she can be 
contacted at amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk or tel: 01225 704054

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 723883

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

FOOD TIMES
Monday - Closed
Tues-Sat Lunch 12.30 - 2.30pm
Tues-Sat Dinner 6.30pm-9pm
Sunday Lunch 12.00-3pm
Sunday pm No Food

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Closed
Tues-Fri 12-3pm & 5-11pm
Saturday - 12midday - 12midnght
Sunday - 12-3pm & 5.30-11pm
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The Magazine Team
Alan Watters (Editor)
    Tel: 01380 724788
    Email: watters.alan@gmail.com 
Suzan Jackett (Assistant Editor)
    Tel: 01380 729791
    Email: suzijj@rocketmail.com 
Julie Baker (Advertising Manager)
    Tel: 07796690413
    Email: juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk
Jan Emm (Distribution Manager)
    Tel: 01380 725455 Ext 1004
     Email: Jan.Emm@hft.org.uk

Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

This month’s front cover shows the Ploughing 
Competition at Manor Farm in Close Lane. A great 
day was had by all.  Read more on page 29.

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the May edition of the Rowde Village 
News. Yet another huge 68 page issue!
I must begin though with the sad news that a very dear 
old friend of the village, Douglas Drew, died last month 
aged 98. Douglas is the author of ‘Magic Moments’, a 
wonderful book about his growing up in Rowde. The 
last few copies of his book are currently available in 
the Rowde Village Shop and I would recommend you 
get a copy quick before they are also gone forever. His 
obituary is on page 30.
Well, this time round we certainly have lots for you 
read. There’s the usual great articles and reports from 
our regular contributors (church, shop, clubs, schools, 
farms, etc etc) of course but I would also like to 
highlight some other things of interest.
There’s the final episode in the amazing adventures 
of Tara and Barnaby on pages 22 and 23 and a very 
amusing photograph taken inside the George and 
Dragon in the sixties (see Photo Memories on page 
35). Does anyone know the name of the landlord back 
then? And there are a couple of extremely interesting 
World War related articles on pages 31 and 34.
We also have another Prize Quiz for you this month, this 
time for the under sixteens (see page 37) with a great 
little Motorcycle Meccano set plus a shop voucher for the 
winner and some very funny pet photos on page 27.
For the first time, three Rowde artists feature in the 
annual Marlborough Open Studios. Read all about 
them and the event on page 32.
And the many local news items on pages 28 to 32 plus 
a good selection of reader’s letter on pages 59 to 61 
continue to be popular in their quantity.
Finally, can I remind everyone that we all need to be 
thinking ‘tidy’ this month with the Best Kept Village 
competition coming up soon and it would be great 
if you could come along and help out at the Village 
Clean-Up taking place, starting from the Cross Keys 
car park, at 9.30am on Sunday 11th May. See page 36 
for more details.
Mind how you go, Ed
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
On March 25th in the Village Hall the members 
of the Ladies Club were pleased to welcome 
Mrs.E.Bailey who gave an interesting talk on 
the work of the Help for Heros Charity which 
has raised a considerable amount of money to 
help service men and women and their families 
who have been injured in conflict. 
Members brought along items for a Bring and 
Buy stall which made £40 which was donated 
to the charity.
Raffle winners were:   Mrs.S.Elvin, 
Mrs.M.Hayter, Mrs.E.Stiles, Mrs.J.Swift, 
Mrs.P.Baker and Mrs.J.Morcom.
The next meeting will have been the A.G.M. 
on April 29th at 8pm in the Village Hall so next 
month with luck there may be someone else 
writing this report!
The May meeting will be held on May 27th when 
members will be having a lunch time meal out.                                                
Di Buckland (Secretary)

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

On April 1st (note the date) members of the 
Tuesday Afternoon Club were looking forward 
to the slide show to be given by Barrie but alas 
no, after setting the equipment up the projector 
decided not to work so no show but instead 
we had an enjoyable afternoon celebrating 
Myra Hayter’s birthday with cakes and a ‘tipple’ 
followed by Card Bingo with the winners being: 
Mrs.P.Chorley, Mrs.M.Hayter and Mr. B. Chorley.

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
We are making the most of these recent 
Mondays before we hit the “Bank Holiday 
Season”.  As Easter Monday is later this year, 
the May Spring Bank Holiday follows on so 
closely it seems as if we’re never here!
A few weeks ago we were very happy to 
have John Drew back with us to take us 
on our travels again, and this time it was to 
Canada and Alaska.  With the big screen 
in the darkened hall and John’s interesting 
commentary it was a memorable trip, 
particularly for those who had been there in 
the past and so could revisit familiar places.
A lovely surprise for us was a visit from the School 
Choir one Monday morning to sing some new 
songs they have learnt, and the first vibrant number 
shook us wide awake.  Happy smiling faces 
making beautiful music is a good way to start the 
week  -  our good fortune to be the audience.
Another of our favourite entertainers paid us a 
return visit.  Martin Smith has perfected a mix 
of humour and music which we can readily 
relate to – sometimes calling us all sorts of 
outlandish names and sometimes cajoling us 
to sing along with him, he certainly keeps us 
all awake and chuckling.
And so the weeks slipped by and it was time 
for kurling again   -  and this time it was Lenny 
who led his team to a comprehensive win,  
even though they got off to a shaky start.
If you are elderly, or house bound or needing 
some company because you live alone it 
may well be our club is right for you.  It’s a 
wonderful place to make new friends [and 
probably find some old ones] and enjoy some 
company.  So if you would like to come and 
join us on a Monday at the Social Centre do 
give me a ring.  We can provide transport if 
you live in Bromham or Rowde.
THE MONDAY CLUB IS A COMMUNITY DAY 
CENTRE AND LUNCHEON CLUB FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND HOUSEBOUND RESIDENTS 
OF BROMHAM & ROWDE. IT IS GRANT 
AIDED THROUGH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL, 
AND SUPPORTED BY AGE UK.
Claire Ladd (Organiser) on 01380859166

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
The three new external doors should now 
have been fitted and will be another great 
improvement to the Hall.
There are still tickets for the PLOUGHMAN’S 
LUNCH on May 3rd 12 noon to 2pm in the Hall 
at £5.50p each from Di. Buckland 723049.
The subjects for the Photography classes at 
the Annual Flower Show on August 9th are
Adults: OLD THATCHED BUILDINGS
Children: BUTTERFLIES
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
The members of the HIway Club (for the 
Hearing Impaired) met in the Village Hall on 
March 26th and had a lovely evening being 
entertained by the Burbage Signing Choir who 
performed songs in Sign Language. Also it was 
pleasing to have the Rev.J.Cowburn (Chaplain 
for the Deaf) who gave a light-hearted 
presentation on Deaf Awareness.
Raffle winners were: Mr.W.Ilott, Mrs.M.Dean, 
Mrs.J.Minty, Mrs.D.Buckland, Margery and Rona 
(from the Choir), Mrs.J.Ilott, Mr.P.McDonald, 
Mr.C.Bown, Miss G.Harris and Mr.B.Barrett.
The A.G.M was held on April 30th. Report next time 
and the Annual Dinner will be held on May 17th. 
Di. Buckland (Secretary)

.

The next meeting will be held on May 6th at 
2.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Why not come along and have a cup of tea and 
a friendly chat!
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655
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convenience

Can you spare just a couple of hours 
ONCE A YEAR to help raise funds in 

Rowde for this amazing organisation?

The RNLI saves nearly 8,000 lives a year 
and the crews are almost entirely voluntary

Once a year, the Devizes & Marlborough 
Branch of the RNLI raises nearly £6,000 
thanks to volunteers in Devizes and its 
surrounding villages.
Here in Rowde we are urgently in need 
of a few more volunteers.  The dates this 
year are April 26th - May 10th.
That’s two whole weeks during which you 
could give just a few hours of your time to 
collect in our village.

If you can help, please call Rosie Berry on 
01380 722820

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

priced only
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 

WALKING WITH THE GRAIN LTD
•	 Traditional	hardwood	flooring	company.	Est	26	

years.	Apprenticed	served	tradesman.
•	 All	aspects	of	hardwood	floors	undertaken	to	

include	a	few	:Strip	Planks	-Parquet	–	Floating	
Floors	–	Block	Flooring	–	Be	-spoke	flooring	–	
Special	Designs	.

•	 Sports	Halls	+	line	marking	–	Schools	–	
Domestic	–	Commercial	–	Village	Halls

•	 Local	authority	nominated	.
•	 There	is	a	fully	professional	floor	sanding	service	

available.	The	sanding	machines	are	the	latest	in	
German	sanding	technology.	The	machines	will	
extract	96%	of	wood	dust	at	source.

•	 Just	a	few	of	the	finishes	to	choose	from	
Hardwax	Oil	–	Coloured	Oils	–	Stains	–	
Lacquering	–	Brushed	&	oiled.

•	 All	products	are	solvent	free.
•	 Many	references	available	for	inspection.
•	 Nominated	wood	floor	contractor	for	Wilts	

Council.
•	 For	further	info	:	Office	01249	822750	/	01672	

330102	Mob	07747750713
•	 Email	dunne_jj@yahoo.co.uk
•	 Web	www.walkingwiththegrain.co.uk

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR



Page 6 May 2014   Rowde Village News   

Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on alternate Mondays, from 3.20pm to 3.50pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Mondays):
May 19,  June 2, 16 & 30.

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

ROWDE BOOK CLUB

BOOK REVIEW
April’s meeting  was a ‘Free Read’ and the books discussed were:
(Ratings from 1, not good, to 5, excellent)
A Village Affair by Joanna Trollope  - ‘Thought provoking’  - (3.5)
A story of life in an English rural village and of family, marriage and scandal.
A Rural Affair by Catherine Alliott – ‘Hilarious’ – (3)
More life in an English village – Romance, families, relationships.
Journey into the Mind’s Eye by Lesley Blanch – ‘Compulsive’ – (5)
Story of a young English girl obsessed with Russia. Depicts travel in Russia, Siberia and beyond.
The Story Teller by Jodi Piccoult – ‘Intriguing’
A story of betrayal and forgiveness, love and revenge from the horrors of war.
Lovers and Newcomers by Rosie Thomas – ‘Compelling’ – (3.5)
Descriptive story about some old friends who reunite to start a new stage of their lives.    Marianne

The next book club will be on 15th May and the book for discussion is ‘Dissolution’ 
by C J Sansom. If you would like to join us or have a suggestion for a good 
read please contact Ann Swan on 01380 724788.
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Wow what a busy April we have had!  Easter 
Holidays combined with Sunshine brought out 
the crowds to the Rowdey Cow and we enjoyed a 
lovely month full of fun, food and ice cream! 
We celebrated our 2nd birthday with a bouncy castle 
for the children and we had a fun Easter Egg Hunt 
on Easter Day with the Easter Bunny.  We also had 
a fun colouring competition for the children.  
Our Senior Citizen Tuesday 10% discount offer 
will be restarting now the schools are back.  
The animals have all been enjoying having the 
sun on their backs.  We are looking to have some 
nice walks across the farmland ready for the 
Summer.  We are also developing new ice cream 
flavours ready for the Summer.
We will be launching new Spring Menus in May 
which will be online as soon as possible. 
We hope you had a great Easter and hope to see 
you soon!
We hope to see you soon! Sue

Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2012
Green Tourism Scheme Gold 

Award
Ensuite Rooms from £50 single 

and £70 double
Inclusive of Full English Breakfast menu 
using our own eggs
Also guest lounge, free use of Sauna, 
WiFi and POD Point Electric car charger
Walkers and cyclists welcome
Tel: 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

www.vinecottagebb.co.uk

www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk

ROWDEY COW NEWS



Page 8 May 2014   Rowde Village News   

Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the monthly Parish 
Council meeting in April 2014 were:
Chairman’s Announcements 
• An invitation to all villagers to attend the 
Annual Village meeting on Wednesday 14th May 
2014, at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. It will be an 
opportunity for residents to hear from village 
groups, to see the projects that are taking place 
and to ask questions. This is your meeting! Please 
do come along to support it.  
• The Chair thanked all of the people 
who have planted a lovely display of daffodils, 
snowdrops and croci around the village. 
• WWI commemorations are being 
planned in joint collaboration with the 
Parish Council, Rowde Primary Academy 
and the Church, starting from September 
and culminating in the Remembrance 
services in November. 
Village Communications: new website           
We have moved!! Our new web address is: 
rowdevillage.org 
o The new website is currently being 
populated with new and updated information. 
Village Safety
• The Police has reported that there 
have been two burglaries in Rowde (10/3/14 & 
27/3/14): one from a dwelling during which a 
number of personal items were stole; and one 
from a farm property. A garden gate has also 
been stolen (26/3/14).
• Maintenance work has been carried out 
on three Oak trees, at the large playing field and 
the allotments. Dead wood material and storm 
damaged branches have been removed. 
• WC has circulated information about ticks: 
how to spot them and how to remove them safely. 
Further details can be obtained by telephoning 
Wiltshire Council on: 0300 456 0100, or by e-mail: 
customerservices@wiltshire.gov.uk

Jackie Bawden Chair / Future Action in Rowde, DCAP Rep  01380 720856 
Pam Evans Village Appearance    01380 727820
Ben Bentley Roads and transport    01380 728360 
Andrew Seedhouse Playing Fields    01380 829663
Amanda Boorman Local Enterprise Liaison / Website Updates  01225 704054
Sarah Stapleton     01380 720078
Steve Mundy Finance    01380 727598
Pat Bryant Planning    01380 698567
Chris Stevens Playing Field Management    01380 738438
James Graham Safety and Behaviour    01380 722470
vacancy
Rebekah Jeffries Clerk    01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Speedwatch
• The Community Speedwatch team provide 
a very valuable service to the village, helping 
to make our roads safer for other drivers and 
pedestrians. Unfortunately, the operation will close 
if more villagers do not come forward to volunteer 
their time. If you can offer to help with the camera 
a couple of times a month, please contact Liz 
Ibbetson (tel: 01380 720630). 
Sports Field Development
o Register of Pledges. At the public meeting 
on 5th March, many villagers kindly offered to 
help with the build process of the Activity Centre. 
These pledges will become an integral part of 
our grant application for funding. If you have a 
service, skill or trade that you are willing to offer 
some time in to help move this project, please 
contact Andrew Seedhouse (seedhouse3@gmail.
com, tel: 01380 829663).
Highways Update 
o Resurfacing work will take place on Marsh 
Lane on 22 May 2014. A section of the road will be 
closed from 7am – 6pm on that day to enable the 
work to be carried out. 
o Pavement resurfacing is due to take place 
near the G&D pub on 22 May 2014. 
Village Appearance
o Rowde will enter the Best Kept Village 
competition again this year. 
o In order for the village to be seen in its 
best light, there will be a village clean-up day on 
11th May 2014, from 9.30am – 12pm, meeting 
in the Cross Keys car park. All willing hands are 
welcome! Please bring your own tools. 
o Wiltshire Council has commenced grass 
cutting early this year due to the increase in grass 
growth following the warm and wet winter. The new 
contract requirement is to keep grass to a certain 
height, to ensure that resources can be increased 
when the grass growth becomes excessive. 

Liz Bryant Wiltshire Councillor    01380 850316
Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne
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o ANY BIN WILL DO! This is Wiltshire 
Council’s new campaign to encourage people to 
use any bin for waste, including dog waste. 
Recycling Banks
o Wiltshire Council has decided 
independently of the Parish Council to remove the 
recycling facilities at Sands Lane, from 5th May 
2014. This will not affect the clothes bank.
Village Tractor
• It was agreed that the village tractor 
should be sold, as it is no longer used to maintain 
the grassed areas in the village. If there are any 
objections or interested parties, please contact the 
Clerk (Rebekah, tel: 01380 720988)  
Allotments
• We have some plots available for rent. The 
cost is £15.00 per annum and this includes water 
rates. If you are interested, please contact the 
Clerk (tel: 01380 720988)
Parking on pavements
o The issue of parking on pavements 
has been raised with our PSCO Helen Clarke. 
It has been confirmed that it is illegal to park 
on pavements and drivers are liable for fines. 
Residents are urged to take photos of cars parked 
illegally and submit them to the community police. 
o WC has also raised concern over cars parking 
on and damaging grass verges around the village.
Wiltshire Council update
• A decision on the solar farm application at 
Sandridge has been deferred to enable Wiltshire 
Councillors to visit existing solar panel sites. 
Mobile Library Service
• Wiltshire Libraries will consider whether 
to include Tanis on its scheduled route, when the 
stops are reviewed next year. 
Planning Applications
• 13/06833/FUL Marshfields, Marsh Lane: 
Retrospective application for timber construction 
rear garden shed. Wiltshire Council contacted the 
Parish Council to inform us that the wording on 
the proposal was not entirely clear and that the 
application comprised two elements:
1.    The retrospective construction of a large 
timber building over the swimming pool – referred 
to on the application as a timber garden shed; and
2.    The proposed installation of five solar panels 
across the southern roof plane of the building. 
Parish Councillors found no objections in light of 
the revised information and the application has 
since been approved by Wiltshire Council.
• 14/02516/FUL Mobile Home, Springfield 
House, Caen Hill: Retention of existing mobile 
home on a permanent basis. The Parish Council 
objected to the application on the grounds that 
there was no clear justification for a change from 
a temporary mobile home to a permanent mobile 
home. The Parish Council would not object to 
a further temporary planning permission being 
granted. Clerk to notify WC of decision.
• 14/03302/TPO 1 Wheelers Place, Rowde: Work 
to Hornbeam tree. The Parish Council had no objections.  

Finance
• The Parish Council agreed to release the 
start-up money for the village fete (£500).  
• Monthly invoice total £2235.21 approved 
Admin & meeting expenses   998.52
Grounds & Village Maintenance 1117.50
New website hosting   119.19
Total:     2235.21
Dates for the diary:
• The Village Clean-up will take place on 
Sunday 11th May, 9.30 -12pm, meeting at the Cross 
Key car park. All villagers welcome.
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
noticeboards and on the Village website               
(www.rowdevillage.org). 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Any Council Litter Bin Will Do

With the ever changing world of waste, it can 
make it difficult for anyone to understand how 
they should dispose of their litter, so the council is 
making it easy for residents with its ‘Any Council 
Litter Bin Will Do’ campaign. 
The message is a simple one.  Whether dog waste, litter, 
cigarette butts or chewing gum; put it in your nearest litter 
waste bin.
If you are walking your dog and there is a nearby litter 
bin, you can simply use this.  If there is no nearby litter 
bin, take it home and dispose of it in the council provided 
household waste bin.  
There is no longer a need for expensive specialised bins 
for dog waste as all the council’s disposal facilities can 
accept this waste.  This means all litter can be simply 
mixed and disposed of together.  Easier, cheaper and 
more convenient.
Although the number of litter bins the council has in the 
community is fixed, Wiltshire Council is happy to re-site 
litter bins if requested by a parish or town council.  This 
allows parish and town councils to identify their local 
needs and requirements.  Providing the number of litter 
bins in an area does not exceed the current numbers, the 
council is happy to assist.
The council will also be reviewing the frequency of 
emptying litter bins over the next twelve months.  
There are some very exciting innovations that allow 
the council to match the frequency of emptying to the 
use of a litter bin, maximising the use of resources and 
ensuring Council Tax Payers money is wisely spent.
Parish and town councils who may wish to relocate 
existing bins should contact their local Highways 
Coordinator on the below number to request the changes.
There is also new legalisation that means that certain 
commercial premises are responsible for their customer’s 
waste outside their properties.  Sometimes the best way 
to meet this requirement is for the premises to provide 
and maintain litter bins themselves.  This only recognises 
what historically the local village shop undertook, or new 
businesses, such as McDonalds, with their provision of 
community litter bins.  If town or parish councils wish to 
discuss these arrangements their local Coordinator will 
also be pleased to help.
I hope this is useful and remember next time you are 
walking your dog ‘any council litter bin will do!’
Further Enquiries to: Adrian Hampton, 01249 706799
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello again,
It is great to see tourists 
coming in now and some 
canal boat orders as 
people set off on their 
holidays.  Our hot drinks 
and hot snacks along with 
sandwiches have really 
taken off in sales in the last month and we have 
met a lots of new people as they visit the village 
as part of their holiday.

Great News! We have been short-listed for the 
Prince of Wales award 2014.  The Royal Bath 
& West of England Society has teamed up with 
the Duchy of Cornwall for a third year to bring this 
community award to the Royal Bath & West Show.
This Award is open to community 
organisations, schools, colleges and groups 
which have, through their own initiative, 
brought about improvements to the lives of 
the rural population in a sustainable manner. 
The Award is intended to embrace a wide 
range of schemes where there has been 
a genuine attempt to move forward in a 
resourceful and inventive way to the benefit 
of a rural Community. 
We will be visited by 3 judges this month and 
then two people receive complementary tickets 
to the Bath and West show and are invited 
to attend the show on the first day when the 
results and presentations will be made. We are 
extremely proud to be in the final three since 
the Award is open to all communities across 
Bristol, Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire, 
Oxfordshire and Gloucester.
A huge thank you is due to Wendy Williams who 
supplied the shop with knitted chicks and bunnies 
over the Easter period.  These were really cute 
and sold very well indeed.  Many thanks Wendy 
for boosting our profits over Easter.
We say goodbye to one of our volunteers, 
Shaun, who has now found full time 
employment.  It was great to have you for the 
past couple of months and we are really pleased 
you have found paid employment.  If anyone 
looking for work would like to volunteer it really 
helps your CV. We provide free training and will 
provide a reference to an employer.

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 12:00
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

Once again a huge thank you goes to all our 
regular volunteers, anyone out there wanting to 
join our happy band please do come forward.
Thanks for reading and watch this space for the 
results of the competition.
Follow us on Facebook – Rowde village shop 
and visit our website Rowdevillageshop.org.
Veronica Seedhouse 01380 739800   
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

VERONICA’S RECIPE
The recipe this month come from my Son 
Samuel who returns from his final year of his 
foundation degree in professional culinary arts, 
he intents to continue his studies to complete 
an honours degree.
Sam does not use scales for the bread part of 
the desert so you need to judge the ingredients 
by sight and taste!
Sam’s special bread and butter 
pudding
INGREDIENTS:
For the Bread part:
• A mixture of stale bread, this can 

include croissants, bread, hot cross 
buns etc.

• Salted butter
• Apples, pealed, cored and finely diced
• Sultanas or mixed peel soaked in your 

choice of alcohol or a stock syrup*
• Orange zest
• Nutmeg, cinnamon or other spices you 

have in the cupboard
• Sugar
For the custard:
• 500ml Half cream and half milk mixture 

(this ratio can be varied)
• 5 Egg yolks
• 100g sugar
• Vanilla
• *100mls water to 50g sugar. Disolve the 

sugar in the water and soak fruit for at 
least 2 hours or preferably overnight.

METHOD:
1. Pre-heat the oven to 120 degrees 
Celsius
2. Sautéed apples with a lot of butter 
and a spirit if liked for 5 to 10 mins the apples 
should be soft but still keep their shape. Put to 
one side
3. Slice the bread into cm slices spread 
very generously with butter ant lighty toast in a 
frying pan on both sides put to one side
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Rowde Primary 
Academy Playing Fields

If any organised group 
within Rowde village or its 

surrounds would like to use 
the Rowde Primary School 
Playing fields for specific 
training or events then in 

first instance please contact  
Philip Piper on 01380 828236

At the heart of your community

Good Neighbour News
Planning for Later Life
Age UK Wiltshire is calling on local older people to 
make the most of a personalised advice service 
designed to help deal with life-changing events 
such as bereavement, care needs or illness.
The Age UK Planning for Later Life service, 
based in Devizes, will see specially trained 
advisors give bespoke advice to older people 
who need support during times that are 
particularly challenging in their lives.  Older 
people will be able to phone in for help; 
alternatively, they can drop in or make an 
appointment for face to face advice or ask for a 
home visit.  Advisers will also help plan for the 
future and the various life changes which may 
have an impact on an older person.
This will be my last article, sadly, as I am 
leaving Wiltshire Good Neighbours at the end of 
April.  The person replacing me will be starting 
work in May and will retain the same phone 
number and email address, so do feel free to 
get in touch with him/her. 

Caroline Culley, Good Neighbour 
Coordinator for Devizes villages 
on 07557 922027 or email                        
devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of your 
Rowde Village News in any way or would like 
to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss 
any magazine issues then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the 
parish, or if you have a personal item to sell, 
then contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 
or by email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk

4. Heat the milk and cream with the vanilla 
to a boil
5. Whisk the egg yolks and sugar until 
very pale in colour
6. Pour in the boiled cream and milk 
slowly and incorporate whisking all the time 
ensuring you do not scramble the eggs add 
the orange zest
7. Add spices to the custard mixture to 
taste, it should taste of heaven
8. Lay the bread in an ovenproof dish 
overlapping scattering with the apple mixture 
and the drained dried fruit.
9. Pour custard over the top and using 
your hands squidge the bread to ensure all 
bread has custard mixture
10. Leave to soak for half an hour
11. Bake for one hour, after half an hour 
scatter with sugar.
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed)
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The Reverend John Rees
Thoughts from The Rectory
I can remember how excited I used to get as a small 
boy as my birthday approached.  I used to find it 
hard to sleep the night before – and was fortunate 
enough to wake up in the morning to find presents 
at the foot of my bed which I unwrapped with delight.
Some 50 years on I no longer find it hard to sleep 
the night before and I often know what I am 
getting. But I still delight in receiving gifts from my 
family and friends. Some, if I’m honest, get used 
more than others – but the care and thought that 
went into selecting them is still important to me.
All of us, I think, recognise that gifts are of little 
use if they remain buried in a cupboard or stuck 
on a shelf.  The same can be said for the skills we 
have – they have to be used if they are not to get 
rusty.  I recently got my bike out,  a bike I bought 
partly with money I received on my 17th birthday. 
It was hard to believe, as I wobbled round 
Bromham, that soon after I had bought the bike 
I rode it over 100 miles in one day.  I hope that a 
little more practice this summer will make cycling 
more natural to me again.
St Paul, writing to the Church in Corinth, spoke of 
how all members of that Christian community had 
been given special gifts by God – gifts that included 
teaching, healing, administration and helping others. 
He emphasised that each person should use their 
particular gifts for the benefit of all, and that all those 
gifts were important for the community to flourish.
We have been thinking about this in our Churches 
recently: recognising that God has given  people 
many different gifts and that  our Churches flourish 
and can contribute to village life more effectively 
when people are willing, able and encouraged to 
use the gifts they have been given.
I think this is true not only in our Churches but in our 
wider community life.  I have found that whenever I 
have been brave enough to try something new, my 
confidence and sense of well -being have grown. I 
hope that this is true for you too. 
Best wishes, John
Notes from our Churchwardens
10th May Royal Wootton Bassett Silver Band 
Concert at 7pm
Village Fête: Saturday 5th July
St Matthew’s will be running the cake stall at 
this event.  Donations of homemade cakes 
will be appreciated.
More details nearer the time.
Saturday 13th September – Ride & Stride
30th Anniversary of cycle ride to raise 
funds for our parish Church and the Historic 
Churches Trust.  Full details next month.
Book Shop
In St Matthew’s on Saturdays between 10am-
12 noon.  Come in for coffee and browse.

Youth Alpha
A Youth Alpha course will begin on May 3rd 
continuing weekly until mid July. It will be held in 
St Matthew’s Church, each session beginning 
at 10.30 and finishing at 12.15 - including a light 
lunch. This course will explore the Christian faith 
through a series of short talks, video clips, games 
and discussions.  
For those not already confirmed, Youth Alpha may 
also be a means of preparing for confirmation, 
though young people do not have to decide 
whether to be confirmed at the outset. Anyone 
in year 6 and above is very welcome to join us. 
Please contact Rev John Rees for more details. 
Pilgrim Course
The Bible Study Group will resume on Tuesday 
May 6th at The Rectory, High Street, Bromham at 
7.30pm. We will be using the Lord’s Prayer study 
material which is part of the Pilgrim Course.
Mothers’ Union
MU meets on Thursday 8th May at 2.00pm in 
The Rectory, Bromham when Marianne Jones 
will be telling us about her childhood growing up 
in war-time Holland. Everyone is welcome to this 
meeting. More details from Anne Rees (859646).
Christian Aid
It is Christian Aid week from 11th – 17th May. 
To support this, there will be a tea and cake 
afternoon in The Rectory, Bromham on Saturday 
17th May from 2.30 – 4.00pm. Please come and 
support this worthwhile cause.
Maureen Hiscocks 
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Asst Curate: Rev Norma Fergusson  Tel: 
850811 Email: norma.fergusson@tiscali.co.uk
Churchwardens: 
Maureen Hiscocks   Tel  725406
Gavin Moss  Tel 729160
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/

CHURCH ROTAS
Church Cleaning

Team to meet at 2pm on Saturday 17th May
Brass Cleaning

Phil Hale
Flower Arranging

4 & 11 May  Barbara Twiner
18 & 25 May  Theresa Morcombe
1 June  Sheila Lee
Please contact Maureen Hiscocks 01380 
725406 or Jane Moss 01380 729160 if you 
would like to help
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Date/Time  Service                
Sunday 4  Easter 3    
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service in School
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

Wednesday 7 
11.00 am  Holy Communion

Sunday 11  Easter 4
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Family Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Holy Communion

Wednesday 14   
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Bromham

Sunday 18  Easter 5
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
9.30 am  Family Communion
11.00 am  Family Service bromham

Wednesday 21   
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House

Sunday 25  Easter 6 - Rogation
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Morning Worship and Baptisms
11.00 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
6.00 pm  Rogation Evensong, Bromham

Wednesday 28 
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Bromham

Thursday 29 Ascention Day 
7.30 pm  Holy Communion, Bromham

JUNE

Sunday 1  Easter 7 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service in Church

May Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

In addition, a short service of Morning Prayer is 
normally said on Tuesdays at 8am, please join us.
Please note that the Church is open every day 
from 10am - 4pm and Coffee is available from 
10.00 - noon on Tuesdays and Saturdays 
Do come and explore our beautiful village Church 
or come in to sit quietly and pray.

Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek or 
special services may change due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Please check the Church notice 
board for further information.
Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Everyone is very welcome at all our services
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Little Hands Made
Bespoke Handmade Cushions         

Tooth Fairy Cushions
Hair Clips

Hair Bands
Bags

Wash/Swimming Bags
Pencil Cases etc

Personalised Christmas Stockings
Christmas Decorations

and much more!
Great presents

for children and adults
Come and Browse
Appointment Only

Call Samantha on 07740 168788 or 
littlehandsmade@yahoo.co.uk

New and Exciting 
volunteering opportunity with 

Wiltshire Citizens Advice
As part of a new service offered by Citizens 
Advice, the Wiltshire Bureaux are seeking 
volunteers to be part of a team to provide 
basic financial education to community 
groups and one to one money mentoring.
The project, funded by Big Lottery, aims to 
empower people to make better budgeting, 
borrowing, saving and banking decisions.  
We will be working with local charities and  
agencies in the community to reach out 
to those needing support and up to date 
knowledge of money matters.
If you are looking for the opportunity to learn 
new skills and develop existing ones, this 
project offers roles as a -

Money Matters Trainer or a 
Money Mentor

Volunteers will receive free training with all 
expenses paid, as well as the opportunity to 
be part of a friendly team and work closely 
with your local community.
All sorts of people volunteer for Wiltshire 
Citizens Advice, and find it challenging, 
rewarding, varied and you  never stop 
learning. We are looking for a minimum 
commitment of a half day per fortnight. 
Wherever you are in Wiltshire from Corsham 
to Ramsbury, Malmesbury to Tidworth, if 
you would like to be a part of this team then 
please contact:
Anne Blackwell
Financial Capability Volunteer Coordinator
Wiltshire Citizens Advice
Kestrel House
Mill Street 
Trowbridge
BA14 8BE
Tel. 01225 781946
E mail anneblackwell@cabwiltshire.org.uk
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PET N PAT ANIMAL CENTRE
Well, spring time has definitely arrived.
The horses have had rugs taken off and are 
enjoying the spring grass.
They will  have been brought in from the large 
field by the time you read this as it needs 
topping, harrowing and resting for a few weeks.
Fudge, our pygmy goat, had twins; a boy 
(Crunchie) and a girl (Bounty).
Very sadly, some evil person stole Crunchie 
when he was just a couple of weeks old and 
at the same time turned the taps on in the 
barn. When we arrived in the morning the 
barn was flooded and all the animals were 
standing in bedding under water. The police 
was called. Trespass and theft are serious 
offences and we will prosecute anyone 
caught on the farm without permission. It is 
upsetting that things like this happen in our 
otherwise so tranquil, happy place.
Cockerel, geese, some hens and Billy have 
gone to new homes. We still have some 
animals for sale and/or loan, so please do 
call in and ask if you are interested. We have 
started to clip the thick winter coats off the 
ponies so they feel less hot and sweaty with 
the warmer weather. As they are slow to lose 
their coats this year due to the odd weather 
they can get itchy with all the loose hair. We 
have also sheared the sheep so they feel 
better now that the flies are around (shearing 
helps to prevent them getting fly strike and it 
is also easier to check them over each day).
The new tenants in the farm house love 
living next to the farm and regularly visit the 
animals. Now that the weather has got nicer 
we will be reopening for spring events. We 
have given the yard a spring clean to get it 
ready for visitors and we are at the moment 
sorting out the spring housing.
The mares and foals are now going out in the 
garden paddock for a few hours each day to 
have some nice grass and get some sun on 
their backs. They really enjoy that after a long 
wet winter. Look forward to welcoming you to 
the farm soon.

Our 2 heavy horses

Fudge and her 2 kids

Another freshly clipped hairy pony, now a lot less hairy!

Poppy after her spring clip

Barbara and Liam   
Pet n Pat Animal Centre - therapy and 
education using animals                 
07511621454, balimil@btinternet.com
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Rowde Rainbows (registered Charity 
No. 1028202) is in dire need of an 
extra pair of adult hands
We currently have 18 girls aged between 5 and 7 
years and an even fuller waiting list, many of whom 
are already 5 and so missing out on the fun that 
Rainbows can offer them.
An extra unit helper (aged over 18) will allow us to take 
on more girls.
So if you are able to give up an hour and a half a week on 
a Tuesday night please contact me for more information.

Ailsa Devon 
01380 850081 
07966 230810

DO YOU SHOP ON LINE?
YOU COULD RAISE MONEY FOR 

ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
 IT WON’T COST YOU ANYTHING
16 SUPPORTERS DO ALREADY 

(BOOST THE LIST, BOOST THE 
MONEY - £63.93 RAISED ALREADY)

What to do to register:
1. Log onto:  easyfundraising.org.uk  
 (Fundraising ideas, Fundraising for  
 Charity).
2. Click onto ‘I want to support a good  
 cause’.
3. On the next page under ‘Choose a  
 good cause’ type ‘Rowde Village  
 Shop’. Click ‘find’.
4. On the third page click ‘Support’  
 in the green box opposite Rowde  
 Village Shop.
5. Fill in your details. (No need to   
 complete details requested for Gift  
 Aid unless you wish to.)
6. Install ‘Find and Remind’.
Normal Shopping. (Now you are 
registered it will only take one extra click.)
Every time you want to order goods on line, 
go into easyfundraising.org.uk first. Then 
enter the name of the retailer from whom 
you wish to purchase. Easyfundraising 
makes a note of your purchase, collects 
the donation from the retailer and passes it 
to our shop. It won’t cost you a penny! For 
more information go to ‘How it works’ top 
left on the first page.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR HELP, 
E-MAIL:  hazel.aitken2@btinternet.com

Volunteers required
Help in your 

community shop
Please come forward and give 
us a hand. We need all ages 

and all hours
Please phone or e-mail Veronica. Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800 or e-mail 
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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The George and Dragon
01380 723 053

Follow us on Facebook or twitter @_thegandd

We hope you can pop in for a quick lunch or supper soon
Phil, Michelle & Chippy

The George and Dragon Early Birds and Set lunch
You don’t have to wait for a special occasion to come 

and visit us...our Early Bird Offers give you a chance to 
dine at a reduced cost and some even for half the price!

 Beer battered fish & chips £7.50
Rib eye steak, tomato & chips £14.50

Scampi & chips £9.50
Homemade pie of the day £9.50

All puddings £3.
We also offer a set menu daily and Monday to Friday evenings 

with choices from our a la carte and seafood  menu.
2 courses £16.50
3 courses £19.50

LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044

Home Care
Would you like a bit of help 

at home?
I can help with:

Housework, laundry,
Cooking, shopping,

Companionship
CRB/DBS checked

Call Caroline Culley 
07557 983940
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NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
Last month’s Enterprise Day was the most 
profitable yet. All the students took photos 
of our lovely grounds in Spring and then 
downloaded them into a computer programme. 
They were then able to produce Mouse Mats, 
Coasters, Pencil Cases, Jigsaws and Mugs 
with their designs on. These made lovely Easter 
presents and are available to purchase from the 
School reception. These products will also be 
on sale at our Summer Fete which will be on 
June 14th together with a Classic Car display 
as in previous years.
We held a Sports Relief combined with Science 
Day on the last Friday of term, and were lucky 
enough to have a perfect day for it. Staff and 
pupils took part in a variety of Sports such 
as Trampolining, Boccia, Bike and Trikes, 
Basketball and Indoor hockey. Then they had 
Scientific puzzles to solve and experiments to 
try resulting in great enthusiasm and enjoyment 
using our wonderful grounds. It was said by the 
Students to be an AMAZING Day. 

We are now looking forward to another exciting 
term with 2 Groups of Pupils taking part in D of 
E expeditions for their Bronze or Silver Awards,  
with 23 students camping either on the Breacon 
Beacons or near Marlborough.  Good Luck to them.
This term’s first exciting Day was  Humanities 
Day, with students learning about the Great 
Fire of London,  The Blitz, where they sat in a 
Anderson Shelter (made in DT) in the dark with 
sirens blaring, and the theme of Exploration, 
where they explored the woods and made 
tracks around the grounds.  
Kate Bowerbank

PA/SECRETARY
Versatile, professional and 
discreet PA/Secretary with 

excellent communication and 
organisation skills. Self-employed.  

Available short or long term, 
hours to suit.  CV on request

Contact Delia on 01380 720607
or 07788 585191
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NEWS FROM ROWDE C of E PRIMARY ACADEMY
Welcome back everyone!
I hope you all enjoyed the 
bright and sunny Easter 
holiday we had this year, 
what a difference the 
weather makes.
Although April is a short 
month for us, we are no 
less busy. We have already 
welcomed ‘Finding the Will’, 
Shakespearean Theatre 
Company, to school. They 
spent all Tuesday with years 
3,4,5 and 6 performing Romeo 
and Juliet. The year 5 children 
will work with them again 
next week alongside three 
other local schools to put on 
a collaborative performance 
of Romeo and Juliet. The 
performance will be produced 
within a week and I am looking 
forward to watching it.
This year, each class has been 
allocated a plot in our garden. We 
hope that we will grow a selection 
of vegetables that we can use as 
ingredients for our school dinners. 
Some classes have already been 
out to dig over their plot and plant 
their vegetables. I know that some kind locals have 
donated plants to us. Thank you. We are looking 
forward to see what grows!
Looking ahead to May, there are the dreaded 
year 6 tests. I wish all the year 6 children good 

Have you visited the mobile library recently? It stops at the Village Hall 
on alternate Mondays from 3.20 – 3.50. The mobile stocks a large range 
of information books and novels, from the latest thriller to best-selling 
autobiographies, cookery and gardening. There is also a wide selection of large 
print and talking books. Parents with young children, will find a great range of 
picture books, story CDs and films on DVD for them to enjoy; there are information 
books and plenty of exciting reading for older children as well.
It’s free to join the library, ¬just bring along proof of your name and address and the 
mobile library manager will sign you up immediately – they are always happy to help.
For more details visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries or telephone 01985 216022

The mobile library stops in Rowde

luck as they sit these. I hope that they have 
clarity of thought and are calm enough to 
showcase just how fabulous they are.
Lorraine Colquhoun, Headteacher
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It has been a very busy month - the weather 
has cheered up and we have been out in 
the fields. The main job has been applying 
some fungicide to the cereals to protect them 
from a range of diseases that can affect them 
throughout the growing season. Most of the 
crops have come through the winter well 
despite the heavy rain so we have been able 
to use less fungicide. The chemical acts in two 
ways - firstly to clear up any disease that may 
be in the crop and secondly to protect it for a 
period of around four weeks after it has been 
applied. A severe attack from some diseases 
can lead to 50% yield loss or even more.
The oilseed rape is flowering well and if we do 
not get too many frosts now the seeds should 
set well in the pods. Melksham Beekeepers 
have a number of beehives here quite close to 
one of the rape fields so the bees have been 
busy as well. Oilseed rape grows rapidly once 
the warmer weather arrives and is currently 
about 5 feet tall.

The other important thing to do in April is 
feeding the crop. Once it starts to grow it will 
need nitrogen. Before the spring, the soil is 
randomly tested to see how much nitrogen is 
left over from the winter, and then the amount 
that needs to be applied to the soil can be 
calculated. The residual nitrogen is called 
the Soil Nitrogen Index. Some of the nutrient 
will come from any dung that was spread on 
the fields but the remainder will be bagged 
fertiliser. The crop will normally have three 
doses because there is a limit to how much 
it can take up in one go.  Nitrogen stimulates 
green leaf production by the plant and so by 

increasing the green leaf area, more sunlight is 
absorbed by the plant; thereby increasing your 
eventual yield - hopefully!
We managed to plant some spring oats – most 
cereals are planted in the autumn and different 
variants of the crop species can be drilled in 
the spring, but these tend to be lower yielding. 
It is important that they get away quickly 
because they have a much shorter growing 
season to produce the seed. The land that 
we used for them was particularly heavy and 
required considerable working before the seed 
could be sown. However, they seem to be 
growing away now.

We are already getting ready for Open Farm 
Day on Sunday 8th June. Now that the building 
work on the grain drier is complete we are 
planning a few different attractions. Details are 
on the opposite page and fliers are in the shop. 
More information next month!

John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

The oilseed rape is in full flower

This Muscovy duck hatched these ducklings last 
week - how many can you see?

Drilling time!
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Tara, Barnaby and Peter

Are you ready to take dictation?

AGREEABLE FRIENDS
This ‘doggy tale’ was 
submitted by author Peter 
Lee-Hale, who lives in 
Rowde. It’s a longer story 
than we usually print so it’s 
been serialised over several 
issues. This month it is the 
final episode of the exciting 
and amusing adventures of 
Tara and Barnaby.
Episode 7
The day dawned and 
they all set off for the 
Palace, the dogs with 
strict instructions not to 
leave the car. Ordinarily 
they would have obeyed but this was one 
event they were determined not to miss and 
by various and devious means Tara had got 
a message through to one of the Queen’s 
corgis ( they were now all good friends) and 
‘arrangements’ had been made.

The car duly 
parked, the 
Judge and 
Patricia entered 
the Palace 
through the same 
entrance the 
Judge had passed 
through when he 
had been to lunch, 
up the stairs and 
along the corridor 
but this time 
into the throne 

room along with the other recipients. As they 
passed along the corridor Patricia said to the 
Judge that it was a pity the dogs couldn’t see 
this particularly as they must have made a 
contribution towards his award. The Judge 
shuddered thinking of the last occasion. Little 
did he know , thankfully, of the arrangements 
that had already been made.
Patricia was escorted away to join the other 
guests witnessing the investiture whilst he 
was taken to be briefed by the Major Domo.
Down in the courtyard Tara, Barnaby and 
Jasper awaited their call. Then there it was, 
a nose followed by a head looked round the 
corner by another entrance to the Palace. 
It was Hector one of the Queen’s corgis. 
Always one with an eye for the ladies he had 
taken quite a shine to Tara but Barnaby had 
made it quite clear - any friendship would be 
of the platonic kind anything else was out. 

PETS CORNER Whilst Hector had always been one to chance 
his luck, the sight of Barnaby’s teeth when 
he smiled at him was enough to dampen 
Hector’s ardour; friendship it would have 
to be but then again, you never know how 
grateful a lady could be for a very special 
favour like now.

Hector scurried along keeping low which 
wasn’t difficult ,bearing in  mind his height 
until he reached the line of cars parked in the 
quadrangle. Tara had seen him coming and 
was waiting. The three musketeers led by 
their D’Artagnan crept away towards the side 
entrance of the Palace. Hector told them that 
the other corgis had agreed to help and would 
deal with any interference. The skipped along 
corridor after corridor down stairs and up 
stairs. Tara was amazed that so far they had 
not met anyone. Then their luck ran out; as 
they rounded a corner they met two footmen 
and a chambermaid. Hector barked at them 
to keep on whilst three of the corgis stopped 
to hinder any pursuit. So it went on, whenever 
they met opposition one or two of the corgis 
stopped to prevent anyone following, soon 
there was only Hector left. One more turning 
he told them and as they turned the corner 
there was a door and thankfully it was ajar 
and Tara said so. Hector just smirked it had 
already been taken care of he informed them. 
It turned out to be a balcony overlooking the 
throne room and four chairs, just four chairs 
had been placed at the edge of the balcony 
so that when they sat on the chairs they could 
just see over the top and view the events 
taking place below.
The Queen arrived escorted by the Duke and 
the ceremony began. Eventually it was the 
Judge’s turn, he knelt and the Queen tapped 
him on each shoulder and as he rose she 
smiled at him telling him that it was nice to 
see him again and congratulated him on his 

Never mind “Oh how cute”, can you open this for me?
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Footnote: if you have photos, or can take 
some, of your pets, please send them in and 
tell us something about them, Ed

marriage adding that she hoped his wife was 
his only guest. The meaning was not lost on 
him and he assured the Queen that indeed 
his wife was his only guest. As he turned and 
the next recipient took their place his eye 
caught a movement on the balcony above 
and he could swear he saw a furry paw wave. 
He gave an involuntary shudder and hurried 
away to join his wife for a much needed drink 
telling her that the magnitude of the day  must 
have got to him.
As they approached the car they saw their 
dogs clambering into the back and the rear 
of a corgi disappearing round the next car. 
The couple glanced at each other and without 
a word spoken just shook their heads no 
comment was necessary.
After a celebratory lunch with friends they 
returned to the house and after a quiet early 
supper they retired to the sitting room to plan 
their honeymoon. They finally settled on 
Southern Ireland as it meant that the dogs could 
go too and return without quarantine restrictions.
As they went  to the door to go upstairs to 
bed, the Judge turned and called to Tara who 
was lying by the fire with the other two dogs 
that he hoped she approved. She barked in 
reply and the Judge told her to speak to him 
and she barked again.

The Judge suddenly realised that they could 
no longer communicate - the spell was broken.
As they mounted the stairs the Judge out 
loud asked himself why ?. His wife said that 
it was perhaps because her job was now 
completed. To which he replied if that really 
could be the answer to which she replied that 
only he could be the judge of that !.
Hand in hand they mounted the stairs 
together whilst down in the sitting room Tara 
and Barnaby looked at each other grinned 
then snuggled down together by the fire a 
peaceful and tranquil home together at last.
The End
The Epilogue
Yes there was a Tara and a Barnaby, as the 
pictures show. They were both rescued by 
the author, at the time a senior Magistrate in 
London. Tara having been kept in a cage and 
used for forced breeding. Barnaby was one of 
five boxers all kept in a small council flat before 
all five were rescued. Yes Tara did go to Court, 
both Magistrate’s and Crown, as did Barnaby 
though they both remained in their owner’s 
car. They were allowed into Prison (Feltham 
Young Offenders Institution), becoming the first 
Pat a Pets to be allowed into a Prison even on 
a Christmas Day. The Young Offenders didn’t 
go to a wedding but six with an ’outside grade’ 
did attend the author’s birthday party on one 
occasion in a Twickenham restaurant escorted 
by Officer Casey (yes he did exist). Only one 
of these six re-offended in ten years and that 
was a minor offence. One joined the army and 
served with distinction. Tara and Barnaby lived 
until they were 15, a good age for boxers. Tara 
is buried in a garden in Calne where a weeping 
willow tree was planted above her. Barnaby’s 
ashes were 
scattered along his 
favourite walk as 
it was not possible 
to inter him with his 
beloved Tara. 
The author retired 
at 72 and now, at 
80, lives quietly in a 
small flat in Rowde 
where his windows 
overlook a field 
with seven rescue 
horses. They have 
a penchant for 
carrots and apples.

A run you said - that was a ruddy marathon!

Whew - what a day!

The author, Peter Lee-Hale
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OUR NATURE RESERVES
A breath of fresh air in wildlife conservation
Apart from our very own Caen Hill Locks, there’s 
a whole new wildlife world out there, not far 
from Rowde, just waiting to be explored. From 
woodlands, wildflower meadows, hedgerows, 
streams, rivers, chalk downland, valleys, bogs 
and wetlands, now is the time to get out your 
boots, Barbour and binoculars and go wild in 
the country. What is really out there? Where is 
it? When can I see it? Why is it there? How can 
it survive? Come and visit one of our Nature 
Reserves and find out some of the answers. They 
are open all year and they’re free! 
Our Nature Reserves play an important part in 
raising awareness about the value of the natural 
world. They demonstrate how learning about 
this world can make our lives happier and more 
fulfilling, and what each of us can do to protect 
our environment. 
Nearest to us are Peppercombe Wood* (near 
Urchfont), Conigre Mead (in Melksham), Morgan’s 
Hill* (between Devizes and Calne), Green Lane 
Wood (near Trowbridge), Jones’s Mill* (near 
Pewsey), Vincients Wood* (near Chippenham) and 
Hat Gate (between Pewsey and Marlborough).
* Not suitable for pushchairs or wheelchairs
We covered the first four on this list in the last two 
issues so, here’s the final three:
Jones’s Mill

Walk the boardwalks through rare fenland
Jones’s Mill is a beautiful and secluded wetland 
on the outskirts of the village of Pewsey; perfect 
for walkers and wildlife watchers. 
It is the county’s largest fenland nature reserve, 
made up of wet woodland (called alder carr), 
ponds and wet grassland. Its peaty soils are fed 
by natural springs and the Salisbury Avon flows 
through its centre. 
In the past a watermill was believed to have 
been built on the site but more recently the land 
was grazed by cattle to supply milk. Watercress 
was also grown here for markets in London. The 
central part of the reserve was donated to the 
Trust in 1980 by local resident Miss Vera Jeans. 
The reserve boasts a network of ditches, 
ridges and furrows - evidence of its past use as 

traditional water meadows. Water meadows were 
a popular method of encouraging an early crop of 
grass for grazing through controlled flooding. 
It is home to wildlife that thrives in wet conditions 
- water voles, dragonflies, the elusive water shrew 
and birds such as kingfisher, snipe and heron. 
In the wet areas it’s best to stick to the 
boardwalks that wind their way through swampy 
terrain - water bubbles and shimmers at your feet. 
The rest of the reserve offers good walks with 
paths that can be a little uneven. 
Those of you who are less mobile could make 
your way to the bench at the car park and enjoy 
the wonderful view of the Pewsey Downs.
Postcode – SN9 5JN
OS Map grid reference - SU169611 
Nearest town - Pewsey 
Access – not suitable for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs. Dogs on leads are welcome 
Size – 32.91 hectares / 81.3 acres 
Habitats - wet grassland, streams and wet woodland
Don’t miss - rare plants, including bog pimpernell 
and flea sedge. Also yellow iris and great horsetail 
fern. Lots of native insects and birds, including snipe
Vincients Wood

Urban woodland with ancient pedigree 
Vincients Wood is lovely, semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland on the western edge of 
Chippenham, much used by local people who 
walk through it from the surrounding houses. 
Given to us in 1990, the nature reserve comes 
alive with springtime colour as wood anemones, 
bluebells and early purple orchids blossom. Keep 
an ear out for the evocative drumming of the great 
spotted woodpecker when you visit. 
You can explore the reserve by following a 
circular route that passes through the wood, out 
into an open space, and then back into the wood. 
You will cross a medieval woodbank that divides 
the wood in two; it would have been placed there 
as a boundary and to keep livestock out. Parts of 
the reserve are ancient woodland, which means 
they have been continuously wooded since at 
least 1600AD. 
The northern section is more recent and until the 
Second World War its trees were felled for timber. 
Most of the trees are aged between 30-50 years 

NATURE NOTES - MAY
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but because of its continuous history the wood 
contains about 17 ancient woodland indicator 
species. One, the tiny tree-climbing door snail, 
is an indicator of a wood’s great age because it 
takes such a long time to colonise a place.
Postcode – SN14 0TQ
OS Map grid reference - ST898734 
Nearest town - Chippenham 
Access – Not suitable for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs. Dogs on leads are welcome. 
Size – 5.81 hectares/14.4 acres 
Habitats - woodland 
Don’t miss - Spring woodland flora and common 
woodland birds 
Hat Gate

Nature takes back the land
Hat Gate nature reserve is a fascinating study 
in how a manmade landscape will revert to its 
natural state over time. 
We bought this small section of dismantled 
railway branch line from British Rail in 1988 
for £1. 
The last passenger train ran through here on 11 
September 1961 and freight and military trains 
stopped with the Beeching cuts of 1963. 
The reserve is made up of one hectare of 
embankment west of the road from Wootton 
Rivers to Hat Gate. 
On the reserve’s east side is the abutment of two 
railway bridges giving a sheer drop of 15-20 feet 
to the road below and there is a bridleway along 
the southern boundary.
The bridleway (known as Mud Lane) and its 
verges are part of the reserve. The reserve is a 
small piece of scrubby grassland with a few trees, 
and is home to a good variety of common plants 
and animals. 
Where vegetation allows it, there are good 
views of the east end of the Pewsey Vale and 
Martinsell Hill.
Postcode – SN8 4NG
OS Map grid reference - SU212642 
Nearest town – Marlborough 
Size – 1.0015 ha/2.475 acres 
Habitats - woodland edge with chalk downland 
and scrub 
Brownfield succession
Ed
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Looking back at the last 4 weeks, it doesn’t 
feel like we have done anything very exciting 
but I’m sure we have as we all seem to have 
been very busy.
We attended the Fairtrade Food Fair in 
Devizes Corn Exchange recently, which 
brought in some much needed funds, and it is 
always good to be seen at local events just to 
remind people who we are and what we do. 
We have been busy making dresses for the 
‘Dress a Girl Around the World’ project and have 
organised an evening event on the 9th May when 
anyone can come along with their sewing machine 
and we will provide the pattern and material (if 
needed) to make a dress. Refreshments will be 
available or you can bring your own bottle of wine! 
We are suggesting a donation of £3.00 as we need 
to post the finished dresses, but I think that is good 
value for an evening of chatting and sewing.
We have also been busy planning our Music 
Festival which will take place on 21st and 22nd 
June. We have secured our ‘headline act’ for 
Saturday night. Details will be released nearer the 
time but it is an act that appeared on the Voice 2013. 
If you would like to come along please get in 
touch with me (Jan Emm) for tickets as it’s by 
invitation only. Also if you would like a stall or 
would like to perform please get in touch. 

NEWS FROM Hft

In aid of the RNLI
A DEBUT SESSION IN DEVIZES

BY SOUTH WEST COVERS BAND

ROCK & 
CLASSIC ROCK 

WITH 
A LITTLE POP 
AND BLUES

FROM 70s 
TO THE 

PRESENT 
DAY

SATURDAY 5TH JULY- DOORS OPEN AT 8PM
BAND PLAYS 9 – 11PM

THE CONSERVATIVE CLUB, LONG STREET, DEVIZES
TICKETS £10 FROM DEVIZES BOOKS OR 

£12 ON THE DOOR
ALSO AVAILABLE FROM ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP AT £10

rnli.org.uk

On Wednesday 16th April we said goodbye to 
our Regional Administrator, Doreen, who left 
us after 18 years. If you have used our Duvet 
cleaning service you would have met her. We 
presented her with some flowers and gardening 
vouchers and all joined her in enjoying a cup of 
tea and some beautiful cupcakes. 
Finally I would like to thank Mr Underwood 
who has very kindly agreed to become one of 
our band of magazine distributors.
Jan Emm

DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD
Friday 9th May 2014  7pm-9pm

Hft, Furlong Close, Marsh Lane, Rowde
Grab your sewing machine and a bottle of 

wine and come join us to make some lovely 
dresses for little girls around the world

Suggested donation of £3
Refreshments available

Booking is necessary so please call to book a 
table on 01380 725455

Also if you have any fabric, bias binding, 
elastic that you would like to donate we would 

be very grateful
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This is how this dog sits on her owner’s lap. She thinks 
she’s a human!

“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to 
help spinal cord injured people 

rebuild lives after injury”

Great British               
Fish and Chip Supper

Friday 16th May 2014
Want to eat Fish and Chips, 
while raising money for 
charity? Hold a fish and 
chip supper on Friday 
16th May 2014 whilst 
raising awareness of spinal cord injury and 
supporting SIA’s vital services. 
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your 
own home, at work or hold a larger supper at 
your local community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing 
hints and tips, recipes, invitations and 
donation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and 
asking them to donate an additional £5.00 
means you will raise at least £40.00 from your 
supper but we will also give you additional 
fundraising ideas to raise even more money 
for SIA.
In 2014 SIA is celebrating its 40th anniversary 
and so we want to make the batter matter 
and raise £25,000 from everyone holding 
suppers. Last year we raised £12,500 from 
the suppers.
The money raised from the suppers will help 
the Spinal Injuries Association offer support 
to individuals who become paralysed and 
their families, from the moment a spinal 
injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives 
by providing services and publications which 
enable and encourage paralysed people to 
rebuild lives after spinal cord injury.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people 
experience a spinal cord injury and there 
are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured 
people in the UK alone. 
Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth 
Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper 
is a wonderful opportunity for a great 
evening with friends and family. We are also 
encouraging people who work to hold a 
Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to 
raise even more funds. You may be even a 
local community group wanting to run a fun 
evening with your group.
For more information or request a fundraising 
pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 4350 
or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk 
or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk

PHOTO FUN
A mix of dogs, cats and kids this month! Do 
you have any amusing photos of your pets? 
Send them in!

Cake? Cake? No, we haven’t seen any cake

This cat sits and meows and meows until someone 
comes and pushes her on the rocker!
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Local News

MOTOR RACING: JAKE’S ‘HONOUR’ 
AT ROCKINGHAM

Jake Honour, who lives in Rowde, made the 
perfect start to the new Michelin Clio Cup 
Road Series as he clinched two wins in April 
at the opening rounds at Rockingham. Jake, 
22, qualified in pole position for both races 
and in the Sunday morning’s first round, never 
looked under threat as he built a cushion of 2.5 
seconds at the Northamptonshire circuit. 
Light mid-race rainfall threw up some problems 
for Honour in the second round but his second 
victory built an eight-point lead in the standings. 
“I couldn’t have hoped for a better weekend 
– two race wins and two pole positions”, said 
Honour, who is assisted by Jade Developments. 
“It wasn’t easy. The safety car came out in the 
first race and there were a lot of collisions, which 
we had to avoid. Race two started dry but then 
it began to rain, I lost a lot of grip and Anton 
(Spires) was chasing me really hard - I had to 
really drive to keep him back.” 
Honour is competing in his second season in 
the Clio Cup Series after converting his road-
going Renault into his new race car last year. 
Rounds three and four take place at Oulton 
Park, Cheshire, on May 17. 

KILLER MICHAEL CHUDLEY FOUND 
DEAD IN PRISON CELL
Killer Michael Chudley, 63, who shot dad-of-
three James Ward, 58, in his office at MGW 
Law, in Devizes, in July 2012 has been found 
dead in his prison cell. 

Chudley was initially 
accused of attempted 
murder, but his charge 
was upgraded when 
Mr Ward died three 
weeks later. Chudley, 
who would have been 
64 last week, claimed 
diminished responsibility 
but was convicted 
by a jury of murder 
at Salisbury Crown 
Court last June and 
jailed for life. He was serving at least 28 years’ 
imprisonment and the week before he died he 
failed in a Court of Appeal bid to clear his name. 
A Prison Service spokesperson said: “HMP 
Winchester prisoner Michael Chudley was 
found unresponsive in his cell shortly before 
5.50am. Paramedics attended and attempted 
CPR but he was pronounced dead at 6.36am. 
As with all deaths in custody, the Prisons 
and Probation Ombudsman will conduct an 
investigation.” 
Chudley, a bankrupt property developer, 
blamed Mr Ward for the break-up of his 
relationship and the repossession of his £1 
million home - Kingfisher House in Rowde. 
The crown court heard 
he walked into the 
solicitor’s office and 
shot him in the head 
once at close range 
with a sawn-off shotgun 
as he spoke to a client 
on the telephone. The 
force of the blast blew 
out a window of his 
first-floor town centre 
office. Mr Ward, who 
was known as Jim, 
suffered catastrophic 
head injuries and died 
almost three weeks later in hospital. Mr Ward was 
married with three children and lived in Bratton. 
His wife, Nicky Morris, also a solicitor, was 
unavailable for comment about Chudley’s death. 
Chudley, who had changed his name from Mike 
Russell, had lost his home and his business after 
becoming embroiled in a long-running legal dispute 
over building work. The man he unsuccessfully 
sued, Christopher Sear, had instructed Mr Ward, 
and Chudley was facing the prospect of paying 
legal costs of more than £250,000. 

Source - Gazette & Herald

Michael Chudley

James Ward
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In its application to Wiltshire Council, agent 
Building Design Services says: “The indoor 
activities take place in a small barn, which is now 
proving too small for the increasing numbers. The 
classroom would allow a greater range, number 
and higher standard of practical activities.” 
The proposal is for a barn to provide 50 per cent 
agricultural and 50 per cent classroom use.

ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY 
WINS PRIZE
Devizes built on its reputation as one of the first 
Fairtrade towns in Wiltshire with a produce fair 
at the Corn Exchange recently. 
The fair was opened by Mayor Pete Smith, who 
presented the prizes for the schools Fairtrade 
art competition to overall winner Hannah Grey 
and Nursteed Primary School’s Year 3 for its 
group entry. 
Other prizes were awarded to Rowde 
Primary Academy and St Joseph’s Primary. 
All the prizes were Fairtrade products 
donated by Sainsburys. 
Chef Peter Vaughan gave a demonstration of 
how to cook a Brazilian Pulao using Fairtrade 
beans, nuts and rice with local vegetables. 
Fairtrade Group members Peter Tolhurst and 
Jasper Selwyn wore banana suits to encourage 
people to come to the fair and sign the petition 
to Make Bananas Fair. 
This is a campaign run by the Fairtrade 
Foundation to persuade the Government to 
take measures to stop a price war between 
supermarkets that has almost halved the price 
of bananas, while the cost of producing them 
has doubled.

MOMENT TO TRY OUT SKILLS WITH 
A PLOUGH IN ROWDE

People had their chance to try out their 
ploughing skills in Rowde recently.
The annual ploughing match took place at 
Manor Farm in Close Lane, but it had a slightly 

Local News

Prosecutors said Chudley, who by this time 
had either been renting rooms in local pubs or 
sleeping in his car, acted out of revenge, anger 
and resentment. He had denied murder but 
had admitted manslaughter on the grounds 
of diminished responsibility, claiming he was 
suffering from an abnormality of mental function 
at the time. But the jury took little more than two 
hours to find him guilty of murder. 
The judge, Mr Justice Bean, sentenced 
Chudley to life imprisonment with a minimum 
term of 28 years. He said the murder of Mr 
Ward was a “chilling, calculated execution” and 
described Chudley as wallowing in self pity. Mr 
Justice Bean said Chudley would be 90 before 
he could be considered for release after serving 
his 28-year-term. He said: “It may be that you 
will die in prison. But that is a possibility for 
which you have only yourself to blame.” 

ROWDE FARMER WILL INCREASE 
EDUCATIONAL VISITS ONCE BARN 
REFURBISHED
Rowde farmer John Butler hopes to increase 
his educational work, if he gets consent to 
refurbish a barn. 
Mr Butler, of Rowdefield Farm in Consciences 
Lane, has been hosting educational visits since 
2005 and arranges about 40 a year. 
Many of the children are with Braeside 
educational centre in Devizes, with others direct 
from local schools and Wiltshire College. 

The farm has an arrangement with Rowdeford 
School, providing lessons to small groups with 
special needs. 
So far this year almost 1,000 children have 
visited the farm for practical indoor activities 
such as seed grinding for flour, oil pressing from 
rape, egg hatching and animal feeding. 

Braeside Educational Centre in Devizes
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different format this year. The main ploughing 
match took place on Sunday 13th April, with 
contestants coming from all over the county but 
organiser Jim Butler thought he would make it a 
bit different on the Saturday.

There was the usual practice ploughing 
session, but people were also given the chance 
to try their hand at it. A lot of people in the past 
had said that they’d like to see what it is like so 
they got their opportunity this year and a great 
time was had by all.
There was lots to enjoy on Saturday, from 
an exhibition of traction engines and vintage 
steam engines, lorries, cars and motor bikes to 
a bar and a hog roast.
All proceeds go to Dorothy House Hospice Care.

ROWDE FOOTBALL TEAM 
CONTINUES TO IMPRESS
Corsham drop first points of the season 
…to Rowde!
Cross Keys Rowde became the first team 
to take a point off Division Four champions 
Corsham Centre Youth as they held Pete 
Ralph’s side to a 2-2 draw on 13th April. 
The Centre’s equaliser came in added time to 
deny Josh Scott’s side what would have been 
a famous win over a team tipped to win all 18 
of their league matches this term. 
After 10 minutes it looked as if it would be 
business as usual for the Centre as Darrin 
Moss headed in a James Lye cross to 
make it 1-0. Corsham Centre, who had not 
conceded a goal in their previous nine games, 
were undone on 35 minutes when Bradley 
Whitbread squared things up with an excellent 
equaliser. Another great strike, this time from 
Cory Smith, put Rowde 2-1 ahead in the 60th 
minute and with time running out, it looked as 
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if Corsham would suffer their first defeat of the 
season before Adam Shipman headed home 
to deny Rowde a deserved win. 
6th April - Melksham Forest Community 
Centre 1 Cross Keys Rowde 1 
MELKSHAM Forest Community Centre ended 
a six match losing run by taking a point of a 
Cross Keys Rowde whose 1-1 draw at Awdry 
Avenue has all but ended their chances of 
finishing as runners up to champions Corsham 
Centre Youth. 
After a goalless first half Glyn Rowles broke 
the deadlock to put Rowde ahead and it 
looked as if his goal would be good enough to 
win it for the villagers. 
But with five minutes remaining Melksham were 
awarded a free kick some 40 yards from goal 
and Jamie Proctor stepped up to rifle home a 
stunning long range strike to earn the hosts a 
surprise but deserved share of the points.
Scott stunner earns Rowde victory
With champions Corsham Centre Youth 
awaiting Bath Road in their final game of the 
season, they knew their best chance of getting 
the three points they were after would be to 
beat Cross Keys Rowde at Stanley Park.
Bath Road made an impressive start and went 
one up when Luke Jones headed home from 
close range but their hopes of finishing second 
were dealt a huge blow as Rowde fought back 
to claim a 2-1 win.
Ashley Armstrong restored parity prior to 
half time and a 30 yard stunner from player-
manager Josh Scott sealed victory for Rowde

OBITUARIES
Douglas Drew
Douglas Drew, formerly of Rowde, past away 
sometime on Wednesday 2nd April aged 98.  
Douglas is the author of ‘Magic Moments’, a 
wonderful book about his growing up in Rowde.
The last few copies of his book are currently 
available in the Rowde Village Shop.
(I have been fortunate and feel very privileged 
to have met this wonderful man on a couple of 
his return visits to the village and to my home 
over the last couple of years. Our thoughts are 
with his family. Ed)

GROWING TO SCHOOL
The annual Rowdeford Garden Fair will be 
held on Sunday 18th May from 11am to 3pm.
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PRIVATE ROBERT CECIL DANIELLS 
5574092, 2nd (Airborne) Bn. Oxford 
& Bucks Light Infantry
Died in WW2 on 19 June 1944 age 25
Dear Alan,
Here are the details of my late Uncle Bob plus 
some photographs. I hope that they are of 
some use to you.
Frank Daniells, Rowde
Robert Daniells was the son of Frank 
and Anna Daniells of Rowde and he is 
remembered with honour on the Bayeux 
Memorial.
Historical Information
The Allied offensive in north-western Europe began 
with the Normandy landings of 6 June 1944.
The BAYEUX MEMORIAL stands opposite the 
cemetery and bears the names of more than 
1,800 men of the Commonwealth land forces 
who died in the early stages of the campaign 
and have no known grave. They died during 
the landings in Normandy, during the intense 
fighting in Normandy itself, and during the 
advance to the River Seine in August.
There was little actual fighting in Bayeux 
although it was the first French town of 
importance to be liberated. BAYEUX WAR 
CEMETERY is the largest Commonwealth 
cemetery of the Second World War in France 
and contains burials brought in from the 
surrounding districts and from hospitals that 
were located nearby.

Local News

The cemetery contains 
4,144 Commonwealth 
burials of the Second 
World War, 338 of them 
unidentified. There are 
also 505 war graves of 
other nationalities, the 
majority German.
The Memorial was 
designed by P.D. 
Hepworth and unveiled by 
The Duke of Gloucester 
on 5 June 1955.

Private Daniells in Wilts Regiment before joining 
Airborne Division

Bob’s name engraved on The Bayeux Memorial

Bob in Airborne Division

Bob in the middle with his brothers on   
Roundway Hill (note the ‘FD’ carved in the tree!)

The Bayeux Memorial
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‘Oriental Poppies’ painting by Ann Swan

Local News

THREE ROWDE ARTISTS FEATURE 
IN THIS YEAR’s MARLBOROUGH 
OPEN STUDIOS!
There’s a buzz in the countryside!
This summer, more than 50 artists will be 
opening their studio doors, taking part in 
Marlborough Open Studios, over four weekends 
starting 28/29 June, 5/6, 12/13 and 19/20 July.
It will be an exciting time as 15 new and 
highly respected artists have joined the 
scheme this year, offering a rich diversity 
of art to be discovered in our beautiful 
area. You have the chance to visit the 
artists in their working environment, find 
out what makes them tick and maybe buy 
some wonderful art without a gallery’s 
hefty premium!
Our website www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk 
is packed with information on all the artists, 
and we have suggested trails to follow with 
nice places to eat and interesting things to see 
on the way.
Many shops in Marlborough High Street will 
also feature artworks from most of our artists, 
and a guide for this will be in our brochure. 
These will be distributed far and wide in the 
area from the middle of May.
Also we have a wonderful showcase exhibition 
at the Mount House Gallery in Marlborough, 

30 May - 5 June, where you’ll see a sample of 
art from all the artists taking part.
Please come and support our artists - we need 
them and it would be a dull world without them!
The Rowde artists taking part are Ann Swan, 
Jill Myerscough and Caroline Keevil.
Ann Swan is one of this country’s leading 
botanical artists working primarily in coloured 
pencil and graphite. Ann’s original pencil 
drawings take many hours of intense 
observation and are imbued with a strong 
sense of design. She takes her inspiration 
from our rich and diverse plant life and makes 
us look with fresh eyes at the familiar. She 
teaches from Rowde Court Studios in Marsh 
Lane and around the world and shares her 
techniques in her book ‘Botanical Painting with 
Coloured Pencils’.
Jill Myerscough lives in The Manor house 
just off the High Street in Rowde. Jill’s original 
background in textiles informs her passion for 
natural forms in landscape and in her still life 
paintings.  Her particular interest in colour and 
light perminates throughout her work, creating 
harmonious composistions and painterly 
affects.  Her work is influenced by Winifred 
Nicholson and Ivon Hitchens
Caroline Keevil migrated from Clevancy to 
Rowde earlier this year and looks forward 
to welcoming you to her new studio at The 
Old Vicarage. There will be tea, coffee and 
homemade brownies and a warm welcome. 
Caroline specialises in calligraphy.
Look out for more information in next 
month’s magazine, Ed

image  C  Ann Swan
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SALADS & PUDDINGS 
EVENING

Friday 6th June 2014
At St Matthew’s Church, Rowde - 6.30pm
A selection of homemade Salads and Puddings

ADULTS £6 / CHILDREN (Under 12) £2
Places are limited so please ring/e-mail Gavin Moss on 01380 729160          

mosscadet@lineone.net to reserve your tickets
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Events are happening nationally 
to commemorate the outbreak of 
WW1 – so what is going to happen 
in Rowde?  How can we remember 
what happened 100 years ago?
In last month’s magazine we heard about 
a booklet being produced by Michael 
Cornwell and Ian Hughes to honour those 
from Rowde who fell during the war.  If 
you have any information about anyone 
listed on the village’s war memorial please 
contact Alan Watters, our Village News’ 
editor – details in the magazine or on our 
village website.
Planning has already started on a range 
of other activities with the aim of involving 
as many people, of all ages, as possible. 
Events will be held in September and 
October culminating in two services – our 
usual service at 3pm on Remembrance 
Sunday (9th November) and an additional 
Service of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial in the churchyard at 11am on 
Tuesday 11th November. 
WW1 will be a focus for the curriculum 
in the autumn term at Rowde Primary 
Academy. This will include learning about 
the role of horses in the war, how young 
men enlisted as soldiers in 1914, and the 
importance of helping on farms to ensure 
there was enough food for the nation.  The 
school would love to involve members 
of the village in the children’s learning 
programme. Do you have stories and 
pictures of relatives who fought in WW1?   
Please contact the headteacher, Lorraine 
Colquhoun, if you can help.  
The school is also planning to host a 1914 
tea party for the village in September – 
more information later. In church we will be 
making a special kneeler and you will be 
welcome to come in to St Matthew’s and 
add some stitches - details to follow.
You will soon notice a large planter of 
flowers on The Hill which Pam Evans 
is organising.  It is hoped that this will 
be a permanent floral memorial to 

commemorate WW1.  You may have 
already noticed the cross which has been 
cut into the grass in the churchyard – 
please keep an eye on that, too
The emblem of WW1 is of course the 
poppy.  Already every family with a child 
in Rowde Primary Academy has been 
given a packet of poppy seeds to plant 
in their gardens and poppies are to be 
grown in the churchyard.  We should have 
a splendid display of poppies around the 
village in the summer. However we would 
like to go one stage further and create 
a ‘poppy trail’ around the village in mid-
October just before the school half term 
break.  The aim is to cover the village with 
poppies of all sizes made from a range 
of materials – glass, wood, felt, recycled 
materials, paper or plastic.  Angie Singh, 
who helped us make the Jubilee mosaic 
displayed in the Village Shop, is going 
to help us make mosaic poppies that will 
become permanent reminders of what 
happened 100 years ago.  We have 
already had confirmation from a number 
of businesses in Rowde who will be 
making and displaying poppies for the trail 
including the Village Shop, the Cross Keys, 
the George and Dragon, Slades Garage, 
Andy Goodfield, HfT…..  as well as our 
two schools – Rowde Primary Academy 
and Rowdeford – the Church, the Parish 
Council and Village Hall.  
No community was untouched by the 
events of the Great War, which is why we 
have come together to mark the centenary 
– not just this year but over the next four 
years Is there an event that you would like 
to arrange to help us commemorate the 
events of 100 years ago?  If so let us know 
and we can add it the list.  
Look out for events as they are publicised 
and start planning how you could make 
a poppy to put outside your house in 
October – let’s fill the village with poppies!
Lorraine Colquhoun, John Rees              
and Jackie Bawden

Commemorating
World War 1
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This photograph, taken in the late 60s and 
supplied by Wilfred Gregory of Foxhangers, 
depicts a rather unusual scene in the 
George and Dragon in Rowde. The two 
life-long friends Reginald Dolman (on the 
left), formerly of Melvyn, Mash Lane, and 
Cyril Gregory (on the right, holding a pint of 
milk), formerly of Marsh Farm, Bromham and 
father of Wilfred Gregory, often called into the 
George and Dragon after Church on Sunday. 

PHOTO MEMORIES

They did not habitually bring their cow with 
them, but as you can tell from the smile on 
his face, the landlord at the time (centre, 
name not known) did not seem to mind at all 
this rather unusual guest behind the bar.
Does anyone know the name of the former 
Landlord?
If you have any old photos of the village please 
send them in with a few words, thanks Ed

TEEN TOPICS
EXAM TIME!
So yet again, my most 
unfavourite time of the 
whole year has come 
about. Anyone that 
knows me will know that 
I’m one of the biggest 
worriers you will ever 
meet, I stress about 
absolutely everything 
and one of my main 
fears is failing. The next 
few weeks of May are going to be horrendous. 
For me, my friends and my parents especially. 
Whilst usually I worry, a transformation 
happens at this time which turns me into 

a major ball of stress and panic, worrying 
about everything from the exam I have the 
next day, to the fact that I have nothing to 
wear. Although I probably worry significantly 
more than others, this time is horrible for 
everyone. The amount of pressure put on us 
to learn copious amounts of information which 
realistically we will never need to use again, is 
ridiculous and yet still the government want to 
make them harder. Going through GCSEs and 
now A levels, I know the stresses and it angers 
me slightly that people dismiss the amount of 
work people put into these exams!
Good luck to everyone this season :)
Mols x
(Please email me your thoughts at 
mollydilling@googlemail.com).
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Servicing, Sales & Repairs

BILL ROWELL 
MOWERS

Selection of  new and second-hand 
mowers, ride-ons and strimmers

No repair too big or small
CAN COLLECT

Tel/Fax: 01380 726258
Great News - We have relocated to 
Currys Motors, Bath Road, Devizes

Devizes Plastering
Plastering, Rendering & Screeding

  New Builds       Conservatories

Extensions          Renovations

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
Free Quotations

Call Today
01380 501011

Covering all of Wiltshire
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Children’s PRIZE QUIZ
As we had a quiz just for the adults in the 
March issue, we have set you one just for 
the under 16s this time and again with a 
prize for the winning entry!
There’s a super Meccano set plus a 
voucher to spend in the vilage shop for 
the winner so please email watters.alan@
gmail.com with your entry or hand it in to 
the village shop in a sealed envelope. The 
closing date is 20th May.
Ed

QUESTIONS
1. Who leads a gang of outlaws 
in Sherwood Forest?
2. Who were all the King’s horses 
and men unable to put together 
again?
3. Who picked a peck of pickled 
pepper?
4. Who was caught red-handed 
trying to blow up parliament in 
1605?
5. What was the name of Harry 
Potter’s pet owl?

6. What is the name of the Lion in 
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe?
7. What is the name of the wizard 
at the court of King Arthur?
8. What is the name of the 
Australian throwing stick that can 
return to its thrower?
9. What famous structure was 
built on Salisbury Plane in the third 
millennium BC?
10. What is the London home of 
the prime minister?
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Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying 

and laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 

into the school office between 
the hours of 8.30am and 4.00pmModern & Traditional 

Designed Memorials
M J SLY

Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 
Additional Inscriptions - Restorations

Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Rowde Road Runners meet weekly at 
the George & Dragon. We now have a 
dozen members who participate in a gentle 
run each Sunday morning. We have two 
or three easy routes that can be 3, 4 or 6 
miles long. If you fancy a quiet friendly jog 
on Sunday mornings, please come and join 
us. For more information, please call Chippy 
at the G&D, 01380 723 053.
We meet every Sunday at 9.30am
in the George & Dragon car park

Rowde Runners

EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES for
EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE

Friendly, local & reliable family-run 
cleaning business
√  Regular cleans or one-offs to bring  
      your home back to brilliance
√  Just kitchens and bathrooms          
     (if those are your bugbears)

√  END OF TENANCY cleans

HOME SWEEP HOME 
Cleaning Services
Fully insured for your 

peace of mind
CALL 01380 828653 or 

07792959751
e-mail: ramona@homesweephome.co.uk

www.homesweephome.co.uk

FUN SECTION
Something a little different this time.  I want to share 
some amusing HISTORICAL TRIVIA with you.
As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only 
twice a year (May and October). Women kept their hair 
covered, while men shaved their heads (because of lice and 
bugs) and wore wigs.  Wealthy men could afford good wigs 
made from wool. They couldn’t wash the wigs, so to clean 
them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig in the 
shell, and bake it for 30 minutes. The heat would make the 
wig big and fluffy, hence the term ‘big wig... ‘ Today we often 
use the term ‘here comes the Big Wig’ because someone 
appears to be or is powerful and wealthy.
Personal hygiene left much room for improvement. 
As a result, many women and men had developed 
acne scars by adulthood. The women would spread 
bee’s wax over their facial skin to smooth out their 
complexions.  When they were speaking to each 
other, if a woman began to stare at another woman’s 
face she was told, ‘mind your own bee’s wax.’  
Should the woman smile, the wax would crack, 
hence the term ‘crack a smile’.  In addition, when 
they sat too close to the fire, the wax would melt . ... . 
Therefore, the expression ‘losing face.’
Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front. 
A proper and dignified woman, as in ‘straight laced’ 
wore a tightly tied lace.
At local taverns, pubs, and bars, people drank from 
pint and quart-sized containers. A bar maid’s job was 
to keep an eye on the customers and keep the drinks 
coming.  She had to pay close attention and remember 
who was drinking in ‘pints’ and who was drinking in 
‘quarts,’ hence the phrase ‘minding your ‘P’s and Q’s’.
Early politicians required feedback from the public 
to determine what the people considered important. 
Since there were no telephones, TV’s or radios, the 
politicians sent their assistants to local taverns, pubs, 
and bars.  They were told to ‘go sip some Ale and 
listen to people’s conversations and political concerns. 
Many assistants were dispatched at different times.  
‘You go sip here’ and ‘You go sip there.’ The two words 
‘go sip’ were eventually combined when referring to 
the local opinion and, thus we have the term ‘gossip.’
Best wishes, Jack    www.jackstephens.co.uk
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Wootton Bassett Brass Band Concert
St.Matthew’s Church, Rowde Saturday 10 May, 2014 at 7pm

Tickets now selling – Don’t miss out  
Book early to avoid disappointment

The band, playing a wide range of popular music, will be joined by a choir from the Rowde 
Primary Academy.  Refreshments will be available during the interval.  
Funds raised will go towards the further development of the community space within the church.  
Tickets from Rowde Village Shop, from the church (Maureen Hiscocks) or ring Neal 
Bawden (01380 720856) to reserve. 
Adults £6.00, Concessions £4.00, Children (14 & under) £3.00

WANTED
Assistant Organist and/or Pianist

To support our current organist and the musical life at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde, 
near Devizes, on an occasional basis

The William Sweetland organ was built in 1881, a piano is also available.
We have an enthusiastic choir and a new Benefice junior choir has been formed 
recently. Expenses can be paid: remuneration and the number of services per 

month are negotiable. To find out more or to express interest please phone         
Mrs Nicola Brown on 01380  722406

Spanish Evening
Wednesday 21st May 2014 at 7.00pm

Three course meal - £20 to include free glass of Sangria
Tapas

Vegetarian Paella/Fish Paella/Meat Paella
Catalan Bean & Spicy sausage/Salads

Selection of Desserts
Please bring your own drinks 

Bottled & Tap water will be provided
Venue: Jane & Gavin Moss’s Tower Hill, High Street, Rowde. 

SN10 2QD
Places are limited so please call 01380 729160 to book

All proceeds going to St Matthew’s Church, Rowde
SOLD OUT!
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DID YOU KNOW?
As we have recently celebrated St 
George’s Day, did you know these 

facts about England?
• English people drink more tea (per capita) 
than anywhere else in the world. 
• Although England is 59 times smaller than 
Australia, it is 2.5 times more populous. 
• The hottest it has ever been recorded to be 
in England is 38.5 degrees Celsius. That was 
in Brogdale (Kent) in August 2003. 
• French was England’s official language from 
1066 to 1362.
• At one time, Oxford University banned its 
students from bringing their bows and arrows 
to class. 
• The first modern Olympic Games were held 
in Much Wenlock, Shropshire, in 1850. 
• Windsor Castle is the oldest and biggest 
royal residence that is still in use. 
• The oldest zoo in the world opened in 
London in 1828. 
• From 1800 to 1830, West Cornwall 
produced up to two-thirds of the entire world’s 
copper. 
• London is the biggest financial centre in the 
world.
• During medieval times, animals could be 
tried and convicted in court. The fines were 
payable by the animal’s owner.
• Hot chocolate originated in England by a 
Frenchman.
• Big Ben is not the name of the clock tower 
next to the Houses of Parliament but of the 
bell inside it. 
• In medieval times, breakfast was usually 
enjoyed with a beer. 
• Queen Victoria had a fetish for Valentine’s 
Day cards and sent out well over 2000 cards 
during her reign. 
• England’s first telephone directory, 
published in 1880, had only 25 names in it. 
• The National Health Service is one of the 
largest employers in the world. 
• More than 12 000 English people are injured 
every year while trying to don their pantyhose 
or socks. 
• Over 80% of the UK population lives in 
England.
• England is only 35 kilometres from France. 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Always remember those who do 
things for you:
In the days when an ice cream sundae cost 
much less, a 10 year old boy entered a hotel 
coffee shop and sat at a table. A waitress put 
a glass of water in front of him. “How much 
is an ice cream sundae?” he asked. “Fifty 
pence,” replied the waitress.
The little boy pulled his hand out of his pocket 
and studied the coins in it. “Well, how much 
is a plain dish of ice cream?” he inquired. By 
now more people were waiting for a table and 
the waitress was growing impatient. “Thirty 
five pence,” she brusquely replied.”
The little boy again counted his coins. “I’ll 
have the plain ice cream,” he said. The 
waitress brought the ice cream, put the bill on 
the table and walked away. The boy finished 
the ice cream, paid the cashier and left.
When the waitress came back, she began 
to cry as she wiped down the table. There, 
placed neatly beside the empty dish, were 
three five pence pieces - You see, he couldn’t 
have the sundae, because he wanted to have 
enough left to leave her a tip.
…and here’s a thought for the day 
you are reading this:
Wise men talk because they have something 
to say. Fools talk because they have to say 
something!  Plato
Ed

• More than 300 different languages are 
spoken in England. 
• England has the second-largest economy in 
all of Europe. 
• The people in England eat double the 
amount of baked beans than those in 
America.
• William the Conqueror, who arrived in 
1066 CE (Common Era), decreed that every 
English resident should be in bed by 8pm.
• About 80,000 umbrellas are left on the 
London underground, unclaimed, every year.
• England is the only country that has not 
printed its name onto its postage stamps. 
• Only six people died in the Great Fire of 
London.
• There are more than 30,000 people called 
John Smith in England.
Ed
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The I-TEAM Domestic Ironing Services
Serving Rowde-Bromham-Seend-Poulshot-Worton-Market Lavington & surrounding villages

In 2009 an elite ironing unit was court marshalled and jailed for 25 years for alleged 
crimes against un-ironed and creased clothing. Held in a maximum non-ironing facility 
they promptly escaped and now survive as mercenary ironing soldiers of fortune, 
helping those who are harassed, bullied and intimidated by baskets and piles of un-
ironed washing. Today with a price on their heads and wanted by the government, they 
work in the shadows of society where they are hunted by the local population who 
require their unique abilities to resolve issue’s involving creased clothing and other 
household items in a discreet, smoke free and professional manner.
If you have a shirt/blouse or pair of trousers (as well as all other types of clothing 
and household items) that need ironing, or a basket of washing that you just can’t be 
bothered with after a hectic weekend, and if you can find them (not too difficult, our 
contact details are below).

Then you should call The I-TEAM…………….Cue the music
MINIMUM ORDER OF £12.00

Contact - Stacey / Brigette on 01380 829910 / 07999 818741
email - iteamironing@gmail.com

Items charged on individual basis from as little as £0.40
For full price lists & terms & conditions visit www.i-teamironing.com

Delivery charge may apply
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APPEAL TO ROWDE RESIDENTS
For the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of 
The Great War 1914-1918, Michael Cornwell 
and Ian Hughes would like to produce a small 
booklet to honour the Fallen from Rowde 
Village who served in either World War.  To a 
large extent the details are known, that is their 
names, the Regiment, HM Ship/Submarine or 
RAF Squadron they belonged to, the date of 
their death and therefore the circumstance in 
which they were killed. 
Ideally though, what they would like to be able 
to achieve is to publish a small article against 
each individual which would include an image 
of the person concerned. 
If anyone in the village (or anyone you know 
who used to live in Rowde or had relatives 
who lived in the village) has any photographs 
of Rowde’s fallen, they being those listed in the 
last issue and on the memorial in the church 
yard, please get in touch with the editor at 
watters.alan@gmail.com or on 01380 724788. 
Postal address - 3 Rowde Court, Marsh Lane, 
Rowde, Wiltshire SN10 2NW.
Any stories or other relevant information about 
each serviceman would also be appreciated.
It is hoped that this appeal will also be published 
on the Village Web site as there may be people 
living overseas who might be able to help.
Please be assured that any prints supplied 
will only be scanned then returned safely 
to their owners. 

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558

LOCAL NEWS SNIPPETS
JOYRIDERS TAKE NARROWBOAT
Joyriders with a taste for the quiet life targeted 
a canal boat moored near Semington. The 
boat, called Scallywag, was reported missing 
from its site on the Kennet and Avon canal and 
later discovered abandoned on the Caen Hill 
Locks at Rowde.
KERB COSTS TO BE MET
Devizes Area Board has agreed to part 
fund the cost of installing dropped kerbs 
in Springfield Road and Chestnut Close in 
Rowde.
VILLAGE TRACTOR SALE
The unused village tractor is being sold. Call 
Parish Clerk Rebekah Jeffries on 720988 for 
details.
DOGS NOT ALLOWED
The Parish Council has agreed to buy a 
replacement ‘No Dogs in Children’s Play Area’ 
sign for the chuirch entrance to the small 
playing field.

ROWDE ROAD CLOSURE
Marsh Lane, from the A342 High Street to 
the access road to the Caen Hill Locks, is 
sheduled to be closed for two days from 22nd 
May 2014 for resurfacing and drainage work. 
Work will be done between 7am and 6pm.
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Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 720113

or  07968 634689

HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly fruit and/
or veg box supplied by your village 

shop (local produce where possible)?
Please pop in or phone Veronica on 739 800
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EATING OUT - GUYERS HOUSE RESTAURANT

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could 
write us a review please send it to Suzan 
at suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

Fine dining at affordable prices!
Guyers House Hotel and Restaurant is a charming, 
privately owned country house hotel surrounded 
by its own outstanding gardens. It is located a mile 
from Corsham and 8 miles from Rowde. The 
aim of the hotel is to provide friendly service, 
comfort and wonderful cooking. The restaurant 
has been awarded two Rosettes by the AA and 
a special Breakfast Award by Visit England.
The lovely old house has a restaurant of real 
distinction. You can settle into the pretty dining 
room and choose from the menu of finely 
cooked modern British and traditional dishes. 
Head Chef Gareth John and his team design 
and prepare these from the finest produce they 
can find including herbs, vegetables and fruit 
from their own kitchen garden and orchard.
Dinner is served from 7pm to 9pm.  In summer 
tables are available on the terrace overlooking 
the garden, as well as in the restaurant.
For dinner they have two menus.  The Fine 
Dining Menu is changed everyday and the          
A La Carte Menu features classic modern and 
traditional dishes. 

There is also a bar menu. Ease into the 
comfortable wood panelled Stable Bar and 
enjoy delicious freshly cooked fare from the 
Bar Menu.  You can book ahead or just drop 
by. Served from 12 pm to 2pm and from 6pm 
to 9pm.  Ann and I ate there recently and it 
was excellent.

The restaurant is open every day.  To 
reserve a table, call 01249 713399 or email 
enquiries@guyershouse.com.
Ed
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New book by Rowde author

Buy it in the village shop
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 738691

Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery
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LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745

TOM STEEL
Oil Boiler Engineer 

(Oftec Reg No. C10107)

Commissioning, Service & 
Maintenance

Any problems give me a ring on
01380 727603b / 07746063147

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Good Quality Photographic 

Prints of many of the images 
in this magazine (all issues) 
are available to purchase.  

And if you need a photographer 
for an event also get in touch.

Contact Alan on 01380 724788 
or watters.alan@gmail.com
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Items you may not think your 
village shop stocks!!

• Coconut milk
• Bread flour
• Yeast
• Shoe laces
• balsamic vinegar
• puncture repair kit

BROOKSIDE
Bed & Breakfast

High Street, Rowde, Devizes

Your Host - C M Benmasaud

Tel:  01380 726394

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises	may	be	done	seated	or	standing)	
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

Reasons to volunteer in your 
local community shop

• Make new friends
• Help your local community
• Meet lots of people
• Learn new skills
• Add volunteering to your CV
• Find out about local events and   
 activities early
• Have fun

Rowde village shop
Newspapers and 

Magazines
You are very welcome to order Newspapers 
and magazines on a daily, weekly or monthly 
basis, for you to collect from the shop.
Please be aware that we cannot return any 
papers or magazines and if they are not 
collected we lose the money.  
We would therefore ask that if you will be 
away for any time that you cancel your order.

Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

Fish now available from 
Rowde Shop

Pre-order or just take pot luck
We will have fresh on a Friday and

frozen the rest of the week
Order today...

....deliver tomorrow!
We can even tell you the boat that caught it!!!

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural	Stone

Call	Mike	Foster	on	-	01380	720987	-	Mobile:	07835	213112
Email:	mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web:	mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call	for	a	free	quotation
Fully	insured,	quality	workmanship

Fitting	-	Supply	-	Design	Services	for	Floor	and	Wall	Tiling
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and to find 
out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday – Friday:   8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm

An average of
just £1.25 per meal

All packed and labelled to your requirements
If you would like anything packed or butchered differently 

then please ask and we will be more than happy to help 

This months special offer
Meat Box - £35 Spit Roast Hire

4 lb Wiltshire Topside
- can be cut into smaller joints

Whole Chicken
2lb of Mince or 8 Burgers

1lb Home cured Bacon
10 Cumberland Pork Sausages

The perfect way of catering 
for a party a DIY Hog Roast 
suitable for cooking whole 

lambs, small pigs or a variety of 
roasting joints

Please call for details
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POULSHOT LODGE FARM SHOP
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop opened in July 2010 proudly 
selling their own home reared beef as well as locally 
sourced pork, lamb and poultry. 
As well as our tasty meats we also offer fruit and 
vegetables, eggs, cheeses, chutneys, bread and much 
more, as much as possible from local producers. 
Whether it’s a sausage or half a lamb or pig we will try to 
accommodate all your needs, no order is too small.
So why not call in and reduce your food miles to see what 
benefits we have to offer

• Full time experienced butcher
• Farm assured
• All meat 100% traceable
• Competitively priced

Poulshot Lodge Farm 
Poulshot 

Nr Devizes 
Wiltshire 

SN10 1RQ
Tel 01380 827202

Just off A361 less than 1 mile from Devizes
www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk

Open Tuesday-Thursday 10am-5pm, Friday 10am-5.30pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm
Monday - CLOSED
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Work Experience Available
Young people welcome to help in the 

shop for  two hours once a week 
Contact Veronica in the shop, 

phone her on 739800 or email her at        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

PLEASE REMEMBER
to mention where you 
saw the advert when 

you contact any of our 
advertisers!

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD
INCORPORATING

THOMAS FREE & SONS of MARLBOROUGH & PEWSEY

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MEMORIAL SERVICE

Combining modern technology with traditional values
TELEPHONE: 01380 722500 or 01672 512110 24HR

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
  Directors:  Charles, Paula and Philip Winchcombe

Registered office: Winchcombe House, 37 New Park Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1DT

 

 

 

HELP! 

Computer Problems?   
A friendly, local and reasonably-priced repair service  

Don’t like the new Windows 8 or 8.1? 
I can make it much more user friendly and familiar 

  
Reconditioned laptops from £100 to £250 

New/used PCs and screens. 
 

 Owen Burton  -  07765 774908  
Computer Engineer 

wigglybus@yahoo.co.uk 
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:   01225 713000
Parking:   01380 734812
Pest control:   01380 734721
Planning:   01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages: 
    01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence)    
  Freephone:  0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:01225 777234
School admissions:  01225 713010
School special educational needs:  
    01225 718095
School transport:  01225 713004
Social care – adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care – children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

JKS PLUMBING & 
HEATING

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
24hr EMERGENCY CALL OUT
Fast Friendly Reliable Service

- FREE QUOTES -
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT 

ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE
Gas & Oil Installations

- FULLY INSURED -
Boiler Servicing & 

Breakdowns
15% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT

TEL: 01380 828956
MOB: 07708510715

Email: jksplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
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Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty
Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cardsw to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We	make	a	wide	range	of	Jams,	Chutneys	and	Marmalades
Orders	taken	for	Celebration	Cakes	or	Sugar	Craft	Flowers
We	also	sell	delicious	Shortbread,	Handmade	Chocolates	

and	many	other	seasonal	treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We	produce	our	own	Apple	Juice	from	the	orchards	here	
at	Furlong	Close.			Food	miles	-	ZERO!		Give	it	a	try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A	beautiful	wheelchair	accessible	space	to	hire,	with	or	
without	catering,	for	Meetings,	Parties,	Training	Courses,	etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: Statcup@officepoint.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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RECYCLING FACILITIES 
adjacent to Tennis Court

THE RECYCLING FACILITIES ARE FOR THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS ONLY:

1.	 	Glass	(Bottles)
2. Cans & Tins
3.  Cardboard (which must be 

flattened before being put into 
the wheelie bin (without other 
packaging, i.e. polystyrene) 

4.  Paper
5. Clothes
Please	DO	NOT	leave	plastic	bottles	/	
general	household	rubbish	/Carpets	
etc, as this WILL NOT BE COLLECTED 

Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

QUALIFIED SPANISH TEACHER
Native Spanish speaking tutor with over 10 
years experience offering:
•  GCSE & AS exam preparation
•  Survival Spanish for holidaymakers
•  Conversational Spanish
•  Interpreting & translation services
•  One-to-one tutorials
COURSES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Contact: CLAUDIA PIñEROS
Seend 01380 827225

claudiapineros@hotmail.co.uk

1 to 1 English Tuition
GSCE & A’ Level 
English Language
English Literature
English as a foreign language
Please call Ian (qualified & 
experienced English Teacher)

07593260957
Based in Rowde
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641
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LETTERS
THEFT FROM CHURCH!
I was lucky enough to be in a wonderfully sunny 
Scotland over Easter but managed to put 
together some baskets of flowers for the Church 
porch before going away.
I was very sad to discover on my return that 
one of the baskets had had some of the flowers 
removed from it.  How could anybody do such a 
thing, especially at such a joyful time of year?  
It truly doesn’t reflect well on all the work so 
many in this village do to keep our Church not 
only looking lovely, but also clean and safe 
enough to be left open during the day.
I very much hope that whoever removed the pot 
of daffodils will reflect on what they did.
Rosie Berry 
VILLAGE APPEARANCE
I know the village is kept clean and free of litter 
thanks to Liz Brown and volunteers, which 
is greatly appreciated but I do feel we all, as 
a community, have a responsibility to do our 
bit. It’s easy to walk by a bit of rubbish on the 
ground and say ‘that’s not mine’.  On this note, 
we are inviting villagers to take part in the 
village clean up on Sunday 11th May 2014, 
from 9.30am – 12pm.  The Parish Council will 
arrange for litter picks, bin bags and hi-visibility 
jackets. All you have to do is turn up at the 
Cross Keys car park at 9.30am. If everyone 
does a little bit, we can all have a village that we 
can be proud of (See page 36 for the poster).
If you would like to contact me about planting a 
tub or planting donations, I would love to hear 
from you. I can be contacted on tel: 07515 
361225, or by e-mail: pam.evans@hotmail.com. 
Cllr Pam Evans
CARER SUPPORT APPEAL
Hello, I hope you’re well and have been 
enjoying the first signs of Spring sunshine?
Carer Support Wiltshire have been working 
hard to set-up lots more new groups and cafés 
to help offer group support for people caring 
for a family member, friend or neighbour in 
Wiltshire. This new programme of groups is due 
to be launched next month. I wondered if you 
might be able to accommodate a short article to 
announce this in your next edition?
I realise that your next edition will miss part, or 
all, of April, but any coverage we could get might 
help us to reach more people. The reason we’d 
like a piece in your newsletter is because one of 
the groups or cafés is due to take place in a town 
local to those who read your publication.
I would be happy to share the upcoming dates of the 
nearest group to you if you are able to fit that in too.

A new groups and training programme to help 
support unpaid carers across the whole of 
Wiltshire is to be launched in April.
Carer Support Wiltshire, which supports over 
8,000 carers, has updated and extended its 
support group programme with informative 
groups, café drop-ins, specialist meetings 
and helpful training to try to reach as many of 
Wiltshire’s 47,500 carers as possible.
In our consultations, carers told us that they 
would like better quality advice and information 
at the groups they attend; they would like 
groups to run monthly, and that they would like 
the opportunity to socialise with other carers 
and share experiences and advice.
There will be structured groups that will run 
once a month in six areas which will provide 
bite-sized training, high quality advice and 
information regarding the caring role.
Carers Cafés will run in 12 towns across the 
county and will be a place where carers can come 
together to share information, advice, and socialise.
Carer Support Wiltshire will also be running 
bi-monthly specialist groups for carers of people 
with mental health problems and parent carers.
One carer who recently attended a group in for 
the first time said: “It was a nice friendly group. 
You don’t have to talk about the serious side of 
being a carer, but for me it has been a lifeline to 
have regular contact and advice.”
Alongside the groups, carers can access a wide 
range of free training opportunities to help them 
in their caring role, including first aid, dementia 
care, manual handling and money management.
To find out where your nearest group or training 
session will be taking place, visit their website 
carersinwiltshire.co.uk where you can also 
register for support online. Alternatively, you can 
call 0800 181 4118 for more information.
Many thanks for your help,
Fiona
HELP TO CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE
If you could provide a secure and caring home 
for a Wiltshire child, come along and find out 
more about fostering at one of our information 
sessions. (Please use the information sessions 
most relevant to your parish area)
Tuesday 13 May 2014 at 7pm
County Hall, Trowbridge
Tuesday 20 May 2014 at 7pm
City Hall, Salisbury
For more information contact:
0800 169 6321
fostering@wilshire.gov.uk
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LETTERS
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/fostering
Please do not hesitate in contacting me if 
you have any more questions regarding this 
campaign.
My working days are Tues, Wed and Thurs only
Kind regards
Julie Smith
Campaigns and Events Officer
01225 718089    Julie.smith@wiltshire.gov.uk
CHARITY SHOW
Dear Editor
I hope you can find space to publish the 
following information about our annual Charity 
Show which benefits the people of Wiltshire.
Sunday 8thJune (10am to 5pm) will see the 9th 
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair and 
Tractor Ted Farm Show which raises funds for 
local charities (£205,000 to date).   The ethos of 
the show has always been to provide an event 
for all the family - a great day out, whether or 
not you have a dog.  The Dog Show comprises 
family and fun classes, with companion classes 
for pedigree dogs, all being held under Kennel 
Club rules (see website for class schedule).  
There are also displays, with performing horses, 
falcons, diggers and combine harvesters, 
attractions, shopping, children’s activities 
(including a giant Tractor Ted Bouncy Castle) 
and food & drink stands.
Admission on the day will be Adults £10, 
Children (2-16) £5 and children under two FREE.  
Carers accompanying wheelchair users will be 
FREE.  Dogs, of course, are FREE.   Advance 
tickets are Adults £8 and Children (2-16) £4 and 
are only available from www.tractorted.co.uk until 
31st May.  Website: www.bowooddogshow.org 
or visit us on Facebook.  Bowood House, Calne 
Wiltshire SN11 9PF (for SatNavs).
Kind Regards, Mike
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair
Sunday 8th June 2014
www.bowooddogshow.org
Follow us and be our friend on Facebook
Contact: Mike Weston
07710 444029
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair 
raises funds for local charities
GETTING INVOLVED
Dear Ed,
Getting involved in village events really does 
pay off. When I first moved to the village my first 
port of call to meet locals was the pub, which 
did indeed pay off but, after I had my first baby, 
trips to the G&D ceased with immediate effect. 
But on chatting to another new mum (who I met 

at the village photo competition) we decided to 
restart the village toddler group, which lead to 
more new friends, and now through one of these 
friends I was asked if I would be interested in 
helping start a village fete. I’ve since been to the 
committee meetings (in the cross keys) and it 
is all rather promising and again I’ve met more 
local people.  It’s on July 5th, in the playing field 
next to the church. We will have games, food, 
beer tent, displays and more. We do need more 
hands to man stalls or if anyone has an idea 
for a stall they would like to run please come to 
a meeting or get in touch. At the time of writing 
I do not have the dates for the May meetings 
so check the rowde village website or email 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com.
So please get involved or just come along on. 
Have a beer or an ice cream on a summers 
day and exchange more than just a hello to the 
person who you see everyday across the street, 
you never know they could become one of your 
closest and most dependable friends.
Lorna Freemantle
CHURCH CLEANING AT                   
ST MATTHEW’S
Another good cleaning session told place on 
Monday 14th April. Bob Hill came in and got all 
the cobwebs down first thing in the morning and 
then 4 of us gave the Church a good clean and 
polish, followed by a hot drink and scones kindly 
make by Jo.
The next two cleaning sessions will take place 
on Saturday 17th May at 2.00 pm and Monday 
16th June at 10.00 am, if you would like to come 
and help please contact Jane Moss 01380 
729160 or Maureen Hiscocks  01380 725406 or 
just turn up on the day.
Jane Moss
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR 
FALLEN IN WW1
Dear editor,
With reference to the letter in the April 2014 
edition from Janet Smith. Janet talks of her 
Great Uncle, John Pearce of Rowde, who died 
in the WWI whilst serving with the Somerset 
Light Infantry. In her letter Janet says that “The 
Wiltshire Regiment served the majority of the 
war in India and all returned to the village”. I wish 
to point out that this statement is not correct. 
The 1st battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment was 
in France by the 14th August 1914 and the 2nd 
battalion landed at Zeebruge, Belgium on the 7th 
October 1914. By Christmas of that first year of 
the war some seven men from Bromham had 
lost their lives; all were in the above mentioned 
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Work Experience over the 
summer holidays

Aged 14+?
Why not spend some time this 

summer improving your CV
Volunteer in the shop for a couple 

of hours a week and receive 
a certificate at the end of the 
holidays to add to your CV

Contact Veronica in the shop
01380 739800

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

LETTERS
regiment and all died in France/Flanders.
The men who went to India were members of 
the 1/4th Wiltshire Regiment; this was a Territorial 
Regiment, not regular serving soldiers. They were 
sent to India to allow the regulars there to return to 
the fighting in Europe. My father was one of these 
and after a couple of years in India the 1/4th’s 
went to the near-east where they were then 
engaged in some very heavy fighting and here yet 
more Bromham men died. Luckily for me father 
survived, otherwise I wouldn’t be writing this now! 
Father also lied about his age, he was on the 
boat, bound for India, when he celebrated his 17th 
birthday on 14th September 1914.
Dennis Powney,
Bromham Area History Group
PLANT AND FOOD FAIR
Hello,
I am writing to ask if you may be kind enough to 
pass on the following information to your local 
parish magazine to see if it may be possible to 
be included in the May and June edition. If you 
need any further information please do feel free 
to drop me a line.
Thank you in advance for your help and support
Grittleton Plant & Food Fair
Date for your Diary Sunday 1 June 2014
Open from 11am – 4pm
Venue Grittleton House, Grittleton, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire, SN14 6AP
Entrance - £3 per person, Children free
All proceeds and donations will be going to 
support Action Medical Research
Join us for the 2nd Grittleton Plant and Food Fair 
organised by children’s charity Action Medical 
Research. Set in the stunning surrounds of 
Grittleton House, plant lovers and “foodies” are 
in for a real treat, with the chance to browse 
the many stalls selling plants from specialist 
nurseries, stunning accessories for your “room 
outside”, and delicious local artisan produce. 
It is going to be a fantastic day out for friends 
and family. Refreshments and light lunches will 
be available and there is also a special guest 
appearance by the charity’s big fluffy mascot, 
Paddington Bear who will be there to greet the 
younger members of the family.
Doors open at 11am until 4pm and entrance is 
£3 per person, with children visiting free, 
If you are interested in having a stall please 
contact Tracey Edwards T 01225 776691 Email: 
tedwards@action.org.uk 
Warmest Regards
Tracey Edwards

Community Fundraising Manager - Central 
England, South West & Wales
Action Medical Research
T  01225 776691
M 07757 049435
W action.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/actionevents
Twitter: twitter.com/actionmedres
THANK YOU
I will be leaving my post as Good Neighbour 
co ordinator at the end of April.  Thank you 
very much for publishing my regular articles.  It 
has been very helpful in publicising the Good 
Neighbour service.  The person replacing me 
should be starting work in May and will retain the 
same email address and mobile number.
Thank you
Caroline Culley

Things you may not think 
your village shop stocks:

•  Guinea pig and rabbit food/bedding
•  Tomato juice
•  Tabasco Sauce
•  Pickled eggs
•  Capers
•  Chick peas
•  Mini torch
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FOR SALE
4 Wheel Walker with seat
Nearly New £35 ono
Jean 01380 721127
FOR SALE
Pair of Kitchen Stools (Un-used)
£10.00 the pair
Pete 01380 721554
FREE - Knitting patterns - must be 
hundreds of patterns, from complete 
beginners instructions to very advanced 
and intricate lace.  I have about a hundred 
leaflets and booklets with mostly knitting 
but some crochet patterns; they were free 
with magazines that I subscribe to so I’d 
like to pass them on for free.
If you’d like all or just some of 
them, give me (Victoria) a call on        
01380 726306
FREE TO A GOOD HOME!!!
Mahogany extending dining table 
with 6 chairs, 2 of which are 
carvers.
Very good condition. Only parting 
with this because we have new 
furniture on order.
Please collect.
Contact Jayne or Chris Andrews-
Wheeler
01380 724118
FOR SALE
2008 Swift Bolero Motorhome
Immaculate condition. Taxed and MOT. 
Many extras. Fitted with Solar panels.
Contact Alan or Ann on 01380 724788 
for more information or to view

FOR SALE
Top Quality Girls Clothes, Coats, Jackets, 
Shoes and Trainers. Next, GAP, H&M, M&S 
and many more.
All perfect condition and ages from 8yrs-11yrs
Prices range from £1 to £5 an item.
Pair of black Adidas football boots (size 
4) hardly used £3.00. 3 pairs of Girl’s/
Woman’s Nike Trainers (size 4) £4 a pair. 
Perfect condition (dk blue, grey/pink, 
white/lt blue)
Please contact Julie on 07796 690413

FREE Classified Ads

How to advertise here for FREE:
If	you	live	locally	and	have	an	item	to	sell	then	just	
contact	Julie	on	juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk	or	
telephone	07796690413,	giving	a	brief	description	
of	the	item,	the	amount	you	would	like	for	it,	and	a	
contact	telephone	number	(name	optional).	‘Wanted’	
ads	also	accepted.	Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

ELECTRIC KILN
EFCO 150 Kiln 

Used for enamelling
Oval opening, 8” deep x 6” wide

x 3.25” high
£150.00 buyer collects

Contact 01380 727278

FOR SALE

FREE Classified Ads
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Mini Sudoku (medium this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (easy this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

URGENTLY NEEDED!
HOUSE TO RENT

We are hoping that maybe, just 
maybe, someone is considering 
moving away, or even renting 
instead of selling but haven’t put it 
on the market yet. 
Our requirements are:
Minimum 3 (preferably 4 or even 5) 
bed home for 4 amazing children 
and mum.
Teacher with excellent references 
available, no payment ever 
missed, and all of us are very 
clean, tidy and have looked after 
our current home in Rowde to a 
great standard (Landlords words!) 
better than they had hoped.
Two well trained cats who go out 
all night and sleep all day.
Garage preferable, but not essential.
Garden desirable, I love to garden 
and be outside so maintain with 
hard work or easy maintenance 
no problem.
Clare
01380 738660

3 2 4 1 5 6
1 6 5 2 3 4
5 3 2 6 4 1
6 4 1 5 2 3
2 1 3 4 6 5
4 5 6 3 1 2

6 5 4 2 9 8 3 1 7
7 3 8 5 1 6 2 4 9
9 2 1 4 3 7 8 6 5
3 1 6 8 2 9 5 7 4
4 9 2 3 7 5 6 8 1
5 8 7 6 4 1 9 2 3
8 6 9 7 5 4 1 3 2
2 7 5 1 6 3 4 9 8
1 4 3 9 8 2 7 5 6

Greyhound Rescue 
West of England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092

1 3
1 2

6 5
2 3 1

6
5 3

3 8
2

1 2 4 5
3 8 4 6 5 2

4 9 8 5 1 3
9 2 6 4 3
6 9 8
3 1
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 117914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

SELF CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN 

NORTH DEVON 
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop      52  
H S Stiles & Son Ltd       51
Rowde Village Shop             various pages
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son      53
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                38
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       56
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      49
Computer Services (Owen Burton)     53
Photography/Photographs       48
Qualified Spanish Teacher       57
Photocopying and Laminating      38
PA/Secretary             18
St John’s Adult Education           43
Private Visiting Doctor         5
1 to 1 English Tuition       57
ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew       5
‘I am not Frazzle’ by Darren Worrow       46
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          44
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Home Sweep Home (house cleaning)     38
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)                 55
House Cleaning (Martina)       50
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      58
Oil Boiler Engineer (Tom Steel)      48
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     48
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       44
Adams Renovations                  48
Avid Kitchens & Bathrooms       64
Hestia Soft Furnishings       56
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     58
KFR (Refurbiz - used white goods)     11
JKS Plumbing and Heating                          54
Adam Window Cleaning Services                44
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      64
Mike’s Tiling Service        50
Devizes Plastering        36
Gaiger Brothers Ltd Building Contractors     58

Walking With The Grain Ltd (Flooring)       5
Cherry & Folk Upholstery Services            41
GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      44
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden      17
Bill Rowell Mowers        36
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       55
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      57
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow             46
Brookside B&B        49
Vine Cottage B&B             7
The George and Dragon       17
HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     56
Active Plus for over 60s       49
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     54
Beechwood Beauty        64
Wiltshire Mind        55
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      54
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom        5
Parkfields Homoeopathy       18
Rowde Runners        38
The Sycamore Centre       44
WeightWatchers         46
Clair Paul Yoga Personal Trainer        25 
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club         7
House/Pet Sitter        44
Greyhound Rescue        63
MISCELLANEOUS:
Logs and Kindling        48
Holiday Cottage        64
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       58
Nursery – Townsend Barn       47
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      47 
Rowde Village Website         2
Wiltshire Council        54
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      55
Recycling Facilities        57
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    58
Claire Perry         48  
4Children         47
Little Hands Made - Great Presents     14
The I Team Ironing Service       41
Home Care (help at home)       17
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed
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Allotments
Chris	Stevens,	Tel:	01380	738438
Bell Ringing
Friday	evenings,	Bell	Tower,	St	
Matthew’s	Church	at	7pm
Contact	Richard	Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays	8	pm	in	Village	Hall
Book Club
Meets	monthly	-	Ann	Swan	724788
Charities
Rowdeford	Charity	Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St	Matthew’s	C	of	E
Rev.	John	Rees	-	Tel:	859646
Assistant	Curate:	Rev.	Norma	
Fergusson	-	Tel:	850811

Church Choir
Practice	Thursdays	at	7	pm
Nicola	Brown	722406
Church Wardens
Maureen	Hiscocks	Tel:	01380725406
Gavin	Moss	Tel:	01380729160
Clarence
0800 232323
Community Advisor 
Emergency Planning
Yan	Ellis,	Tel:	01380	
729540 or 07818 081737                         
Email:	yanellis1@gmail.com
Doctor
For	list	of	doctors	contact	the	
Health	Commission,	Pans	Lane,	
Devizes,	Tel:	728899
Football
John	Dalley,	Tel:	727094
Footpaths
Contact	Parish	Clerk	720988
Garage
Slades	of	Rowde	Tel:	01380727936
Good Neighbour Coordinator
Caroline	Culley	07557 922027

Hospital
Devizes	Community	Hospital
Tel:	723511
Ladies Club
Held	in	Village	Hall	on	last	Tuesday	
in	the	month	at	8	pm.
Mrs	Di	Buckland,	Tel:	723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire	Council
Tel:	0300	4560100
Devizes	Town	Council	722160
Parish Council
Chairman	-	Mrs	Jackie	Bawden
Tel:	01380	720856
Clerk	-	Mrs	Rebekah	Jeffries
Tel:	01380	720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Sunny Days Nursery
Contact	Liz	or	Sam	on	01249	
818824 or 01380 723991
Playing Fields
For	playing	field	bookings	please	
contact	the	Parish	Council	Clerk	on	
01380 720988
Police
Devizes	Police
Tel:	101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross	Keys,	Tel: 739567
George	&	Dragon,	Tel:	723053
Rowdey	Cow	Cafe,	Tel:	829666
Rifle Club
Practice	Wednesdays,	Matches	
Thursdays	in	Village	Hall.
Mr	E	Bowden,	Tel:	728434
Rowde Court Studios
Ann	Swan,	Tel:	724788	
Rowde Rainbows
Meet:	Tuesdays	6.15	to	7.15	
pm	Contact:	Ailsa	Devon	
01380	850081	/	07966230810										
Email:	ailsa_devon@hotmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy	Williams,	Tel:	721554
Rowde Runners
Meet	Sundays	at	9.30	am	at	the	
G&D.	Chippy,	Tel:	723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries	-	Tel:	07926952631
Bookings	-	722497	(after	6	pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High	Street,	Rowde	SN10	2ND
Head	teacher	-	Lorraine	Colquhoun	
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head	Teacher
Ingrid	Sidmouth	Tel:	850309
Self Unlimited (ex CARE)
Rosa	Lancaster,	Tel:	725455
Sewing Circle
Ring	Yvonne	on	01380	728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz	Ibbetson,	Tel: 720630
Flowers	for	all	occasions,	
Weddings,	Funerals	&	
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R	H	Reeves	725072
Toddler Group
Village	Hall	Thursdays	9.30-11.30	
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held	in	Village	Hall	first	Tuesday	in	
the	month	at	2.30	pm.
Mrs	D	Ellis,	Tel:	722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt	-	Tel:	723687
McQueens	-	Tel:	728505
The	Paddock	-	Tel:	813202
Village Shop
Veronica	Seedhouse
Enquiries	-	Tel:	01380	739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.co.uk
Email:	admin@rowdevillage.co.uk	
Youth Clubs
The	‘Rufi’	Club	-	Simon	Hughes,	
Mike	Edmunds	and	Dean	
Faringday.	
Youth Council Committee
Daniel	and	Luke	Smith,	Shannon	
Kerfoot	and	Edward	Handy.	
Chairperson	-	Lewis	Dodds
Secretary	-	John	Jones

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed	below	in	alphabetical	order	are	the	various	village	organisations	with	contact	names	and	telephone	numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in 
the contacts page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com 
or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
3 May  Ploughmans Lunch in Village Hall (see page 16)
10 May Wooton Bassett Brass Band at St Matthew’s Church (see page 39)
10 May Mothers Union AGM
11 May Village Clean Up: 9.30am to 12pm (see page 36)
14 May Parish Council Meeting followed by Village Meeting - 8pm (see page 33)
16 May Great British Fish and Chips Supper (see page 27)
18 May Rowdeford Garden Fair 11am - 3pm (see back page)
21 May Spanish Evening (Note that this event is sold out!)
22/23 May Marsh Lane road closure (see page 43)
25 May Come and try Archery (see page 37)
1 June Plant and Food Fair (see page 25)
6 June Salads & Pudding night (see page 33)
8 June Open Farm Sunday at Rowdefield Farm 11am to 5pm (see page 21)
11 June Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
20/21 June Mini Music Festival at Hft
21/22 June Middlewick House Gardens Visit (see page 45)
28 June Open Studios begin (see page 32)
5 July  Rowde Village Fete (see page 42)
5 July  A Frayed Knot Concert (see page 26)
9 July  Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
9 August Flower Show
10 September Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
4 October Ploughmans Lunch in Village Hall
8 October Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
12 November Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
6 December Bazzar
10 December Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
31 Jan 2015 Charity Burns Supper

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0823 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1430 1550 1630 1720 1800 1835 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0812 0843 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1454 1622 1702 1752 1832 1904
Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0759 0842 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1444 1607 1707 1727 1817 
Devizes Market Place  0735 0805 0853 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1450 1613 1713 1733 1823 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at April 2014

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0830 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1400 1530 1705 1800 1835  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0820 0854 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1424 1602 1737 1832 1904 

Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0814 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1517 1649 1822  
Devizes Market Place  0735 0820 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1523 1655 1828 

Saturday



“Go Wild In Your Garden” 

Sunday 18th May 2014  

11am to 3pm 

Rowdeford School
Rowde SN10 2QQ  

£4 entry - 16 and under free
Free Parking.  Sorry, no dogs  

More information: 
maggiemoore@firenet.uk.net 

01249 814979  

In aid of Rowdeford Charity Trust
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk

Supporting children with disabilities and special needs
Registered Charity No.1088605


