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 Draft MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 9th June 2021, 7.30pm, Rowde Primary School & virtually by zoom.  

Minutes of this meeting will be published. 

 

 PRESENT: P Bryant (Chair), P Brown, W Cherry, J Dalley, A Humphreys, S Green, C Stevens, L Wills, J 
Wills  
Observing: Chris Greenwood 
Public audience: Six. Zoom audience: Three  

 Welcome by Mr J Edy-Berry, Headteacher of Rowde Primary Academy.   

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
D Pullen sent apologies for the meeting. 
Apologies: Cllr L Mayes 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

• No business interests were recorded.    

 

3. Wiltshire Council written update from Cllr Mayes. 
Cllr Mayes sent her apologies for the meeting and submitted a written update on behalf of 
Wiltshire Council.   
Chevron sign Cllr Mayes has chased the replacement of the missing chevron sign at the 
corner of the High Street and Close Street.  Cllr Mayes has also asked the Highways 
department to look at the possibility of a raised kerb which the local residents have 
requested. 
 
 Furlong Close: Cllr Mayes met some of the families of Furlong Close residents in an early 
morning session in w/c 1st June 2021.  The meeting was organised by Councillor Jane 
Davies who is the new Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care. This round of the tender 
process, which was reported at the last Parish Council meeting, has been halted. Cllr 
Mayes, along with Cabinet colleagues, has asked Wiltshire Council Officers to go back out 
to tender to include a wider range of providers with the very clear brief to provide a like 
for like model of care.  The Parish Council will be kept up to date on the progress of this 
new tender. 
 
Cllr a Humphreys gave a further update at the meeting. The Friends and Family Group who 
are campaigning to keep Furlong Close open, want to see the lease extended beyond the 
current offer of two years. A Humphreys offered to write to Cllr L Mayes to confirm the 
situation regarding the covenant on the land.  
A question was asked about when the deadline was for the original tender to be agreed.  
A Humphreys will check whether the weekly update for the Friends and Family group can 
be circulated to the Parish Council. 
P Bryant noted that she has raised concern with Cllr Mayes that the Parish Council had not 
been kept up to date with changes to the tender process.  
  
Caen Hill Junction 
Residents have contacted Cllr Mayes about proposed improvements to the junction at 
Marsh Lane and Caen Hill.  A scheme has been designed that includes traffic lights, a 
change to the road layout and repairs to the road.  At the moment there is no funding for 
the scheme, but Cllr Mayes is trying to get the scheme prioritised within the Highways 
work programme.   
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Silverwood School 
Work continues on the full planning application.  Wiltshire Council understand residents’ 
concern about possible traffic issues and are working on a traffic plan to alleviate the 
issues.  Cllr Mayes welcomes the Chair’s suggestion to ask for school warning signs and 
suggest working with the Silverwood School Traffic Group. 
  
Meetings 
P Bryant confirmed that she is meeting with Cllr Mayes on 24th June 2021.  

4. Public Question Time 

• A question was asked about when the planted tyres on Marsh Lane, near Furlong 
close, will be removed. The Parish Council accepted an offer from C Greenwood to 
deal with the tyres. {The Clerk was asked to write to Jim Butler to thank him for his 
contributions to the village} 

• A question was asked about the maintenance of the planters on the High Street at 
the entrance to Manor Farm Lane {J Hawkins confirmed by zoom, that the planters 
have been repaired, weeded and recently replanted} 

• It was noted that the recent road sweep did not collect all of the earth from one 
side of Springfield Road (along the side where the houses have odd numbers). It 
was thought that the hopper may have been full at the time. The Clerk will follow 
up with the road sweeping company.  

• A query was raised about the timing of public question time at Parish Council 
meetings. It was proposed that it should come at the end of the meeting so that 
members of the public can comment on what has been discussed at the meeting. 
It was agreed to add a further question time at the end of the agenda, for 
members of the audience to ask questions on items raised in the meeting.  
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5.  Agree the revised minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 22nd April 2021. 
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record: proposed by W Cherry, seconded by C 
Stevens. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true record. 
Minutes of the Annual & Ordinary Parish Council meetings on 19th May 2021.  
The minutes will be amended to note that P Brown did not vote to approve payment to L 
Brown for litter collecting.  
Minutes from the Annual Village Meeting: 19th May 2021. These minutes were reviewed 
by the Parish Council and no queries were raised.  

 

6. Matters arising and actions from meeting on 19th May 2021. 

• The road sweeper cleaned the streets in the village on 3rd June 2021. 

• The work to replace the surfacing under the toddlers’ picnic bench has been 
commissioned.  

 

7. Planning 
Planning Applications for consideration 

• Silverwood School, Rowde, Devizes, SN10 2QQ: Consultation - PL/2021/04795 
Temporary double mobile classroom for Silverwood School Rowde Campus 
located immediately adjacent to existing double mobile classrooms on the site of a 
former double mobile classroom.  

• P Brown confirmed that this is a duplicate planning application to PL/2021/04319      
and Wiltshire Council will withdraw it.  
 

• Mulberry Lodge House, Close Lane, Rowde, Devizes, SN10 2QQ: Consultation - 
PL/2021/04056  
Alterations and conversion of existing coach house and stables to residential use 
(renewal of 17/06898/FUL) 
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• The Parish Council discussed the issue raised by Highways about the visibility splay 
from the entrance being restricted. It was noted that the current entrance point 
has been improved hugely from its previous location on the bend opposite West 
End Farm. It is considered that there will be limited additionally usage caused by 
the renovation of the Coach House and that this should not negatively impact on 
the traffic joining the A342.  

• P Brown agreed to meet with the landowner to discuss the highways issue. It was 
otherwise recommended that the Parish Council fully supports the application.  

• It is not considered necessary to restate the need for a bat survey as the 
landowner holds a bat licence.  

Neighbourhood Planning 

•  P Bryant has continued to attend meetings with Devizes Town Council on the 
Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan.  

• P Brown has volunteered to attend some of the Neighbourhood Plan meetings.  

• P Brown confirmed with the Clerk that Rowde Parish Council has actively 
confirmed its intention to join the plan.  

• J Dalley requested an agenda item for July’s Parish Council meeting, to look at land 
which could be developed to include a self-build scheme.  
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8. Roles & Responsibilities for Parish Councillors 
 

Role Parish Councillor 

Chair Pat Bryant 

Vice Chair Lisa Wills 

Finance VACANT 

Roads & transport, inc. representation on the 
Silverwood School Traffic Group 

Wayne Cherry 

Allotments Sally Green 

Playing field management & skate park John Dalley/ Josh Wills 

Footpaths, bridleways Debra Pullen 

Planning  Philip Brown 

Social Media Lisa Wills 

Youth Co-ordinator Josh Wills 

Play Equipment Safety; Ground’s maintenance officer Chris Stevens 

Neighbourhood Planning Pat Bryant/Philip Brown 

Furlong Close – liaison representative Mandy Humphreys 

Rowde Primary School – liaison representative Sally Green 

Village Appearance & Safety Lisa Wills 

 

• Two new Councillor roles have been created: Rowde School Liaison Representative, 
which was suggested by the Headteacher at the School, Mr J Edy-Berry. S Green 
volunteered to take on this role.  

• A role for Furlong Close Liaison Representative has been created to monitor the 
ongoing situation. A Humphreys agreed to take on this role.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Allotments 
Green waste bin   

• On the most recent empty, the green waste bin was overweight again and could 
not be emptied. The Parish Council has had to hire a second bin to transfer some 
of the weight to another bin. Thank you to J Dalley & P Hinton for carrying out this 
work.  
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• A Parish Councillor queried if the bin is removed, will there be a move towards re-
introducing bonfires at the allotments. It was noted that in the allotment 
agreement it says that tenants should not be a nuisance to other allotment 
holders, and some consider bonfires to be a nuisance.  

• There was a debate on what constitutes a fire and whether it is acceptable to have 
a controlled burn in an incinerator bin.  

• It was agreed to consider the matter again at the meeting in September, when 
more information was available on controlled burning.  

• It was proposed that the green bin would be removed at least until September, or 
until it is discovered that crops have blight (Proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J 
Dalley. All Councillors were in favour).  

Allotment Tenancy Agreements 

• It was suggested that the agreements should tell allotment holders what they can 
do, instead of what they can not do. It was proposed that S Green meets with the 
Clerk to discuss the tenancy agreements and bring suggested changes to the 
Parish Council meeting in September.   

Action to be taken on unworked plots. 

• The Clerk was asked to write to two tenants; one to issue an eviction notice with a 
four-week notice period; the second to remind the tenant that the plot needs to 
be worked. This was proposed by P Bryant, seconded by A Humphreys. All 
Councillors were in favour.  
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10. Highways 
Update from the Community Area Transport Group (CATG) meeting.  

• P Bryant attended the meeting on 25th May 2021. CATG has a new Chairman, Cllr 
Munn, after the recent local council elections.  

• The group confirmed that they will seek contributions of 25% from parish/town 
councils for the work that they fund.  

• The proposal to create a footpath at the entrance of Tanis is still supported by 
CATG.  

Draft scheme for Caen Hill  

• Please see Wiltshire Council update, item 3. 
Request to support an acoustic barrier for a resident living on Caen Hill.  

• The Parish Council is concerned about noise and pollution on Caen Hill. It was 
thought that the request would not be supported by CATG.  

• It was suggested that the resident could apply to the Queens Green Canopy Fund 
to plant trees along their boundary. This could help long-term to mitigate the 
effects of traffic on Caen Hill. C Greenwood offered to help the resident with 
further information.  

Request for assistance with obtaining a disabled parking bay. 

• It was recommended that the resident applies to Wiltshire Council. P Brown 
agreed to look at the location.  

Update on chevron replacement at the corner of Close Lane/High Street 

• The chevron was replaced in w/c 7th June 2021. Unfortunately, the chevron has 
been placed in the wrong place. The Clerk has requested that it is moved to its 
original location.  

New requests 

• A resident on Bunnies Lane has queried who is responsible for cutting the grass 
verge along the side of the Malthouse Farm development which borders Bunnies 
Lane. The Clerk is investigating this with Wiltshire Council.  
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• The Chair suggested that the Parish Council applies to CATG for flashing lights to 
warn when approaching the schools (Rowde Primary, and Silverwood School).  

• The Clerk was asked to request a site visit with the Highways Engineer to discuss 
feasibility of traffic calming measures on Springfield Road. 

• The Clerk will ask the Parish Steward to cut the hedgerow back around the ‘School’ 
sign on the High Street.  

Clerk 
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11. Community Engagement 
• L Wills has proposed hosting the Covid-19 thank you party for volunteers on 

Saturday 17th July, from 3 – 4.30pm. L Wills will arrange for invites to be sent out 
to the Covid-19 volunteer group.   

 

12. Social events and social media update 

• A complaint has been made on the Parish Council Facebook page about the high 
grass in front of the school. L Wills will talk to Mr Edy-Berry about this.  

 
 

 Sport Field – changing facilities. 

• J Dalley raised a new matter. In order for the playing field to accommodate adult 
football teams, there must be changing facilities and toilets on site.  

• It was proposed that the Parish Council will look at providing containers which 
could be used as changing rooms (1 x 40ft, or 2 x 20ft). The Clerk will confirm how 
much is in the ring-fenced Sports field fund.  

• A Humphreys offered to investigate possible secondhand containers. 

• C Greenwood proposed contacting a company that specalise in containers for 
sports facilities.  
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13. Financial Matters 

• Payments were approved for the following, proposed by C Stevens and seconded 
by P Bryant (P Brown abstained from voting on payment to E Brown for litter 
collecting). All other Councillors were in favour.  

May invoices (total: £1,887.86) 
Admin costs: £1,441,08 
Waste collections: £266.03 
Ground’s maintenance: £180.75 
Request for a donation from the precept 

• A request has been made for a contribution towards the cost of improving the 
pavement outside of the George & Dragon pub. The Parish Council acknowledges 
that this area forms part of the pavement which villagers use to walk around the 
village. Unfortunately, the Parish Council’s policy for donating money to village 
groups is restricted to not-for-profit organisations and the request was declined. 
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14. Correspondence 

• No further correspondence has been received.  

 
 

 Item for next meeting’s agenda: Consideration of the Boundary Commission’s consultation 
for reforming the parliamentary constituencies.  

 

 Date of next Parish Council meetings 
 Wednesday 14th July 2021, 7.30pm. Venue: Rowde Primary School. 
 There will be no meeting in August.  
 Wednesday 8th September 7.30pm.  

Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods must be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   
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Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 
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