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 DRAFT MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Thursday 22nd April 2021, 7.30pm, Virtual Meeting operated and recorded by Zoom.  

Minutes of this meeting will be published, not the recording.  

 

 PRESENT: P Bryant (Chair), J Dalley, C Stevens, L Wills  
PRESENT: Cllr Laura Mayes (for items 1- 5) 
ABSENT: Cllr Anna Cuthbert 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
D Pullen sent apologies for the meeting.  

 

 Councillor Resignation 
D Revell has resigned from the Parish Council.  

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

• No business interests were recorded.    

 

3. Wiltshire Council update with Cllr Mayes 
Cllr Laura Mayes is currently the Wiltshire Councillor for the parish of Roundway. Cllr 
Mayes has been attending Rowde Parish Council meetings over the past two years in the 
absence of Rowde’s elected member.  
Covid-19 
There were 76 cases of Covid reported in Wiltshire last week (w/c 12th April 2021). The 
infection rate in Wiltshire now is 15.2 per 100,000 people (it is 26 per 100,000 nationally), 
compared with 42.6 people per 100,000 in the week of 10/3/21.  
 
HfT - Furlong Close 
Please see separate update – attached below. 

• Laura Mayes was pleased to inform the meeting that Wiltshire Council has received 
a good number of tenders from organisations interested in providing care for 
Furlong Close residents when HfT ceases its contract.   

• A question was asked about whether the current staff at HfT will be retained in 
their posts. Cllr Mayes offered to find out more about this and report back to the 
Parish Council. 

• It was asked if Wiltshire Council would confirm publicly that they will not remove 
the covenants currently on the land. It was said that if Wiltshire Council did this 
there would be less interest in selling the land.  It was confirmed that Wiltshire 
Council has no plans to lift the covenants on the land at HfT. It was also noted that 
HfT have not formally offered the land for sale.  
 

Silverwood School 

• A planning application for the extension of Silverwood School will be submitted 
next month.  

• A review of the speed limit outside of the school will be considered after the 
planning application has been submitted. It can not form part of the planning 
application.  

• The Parish Council Chair expressed concerned about the need to get the transport 
plan correct so that the increased traffic does not adversely affect the village.  

• A further question was asked about whether a traffic management plan will be 
submitted with the planning application, and whether a traffic survey has taken 
place.  
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• It was noted that although the gate entrance cannot be widened, there will be a 
two-lane approach to the school, where there is currently only one and this will 
help to take traffic off the main road more quickly.  

 
Rural Broadband 

• Broadband speed is inadequate in parts of the village, particularly on Conscience 
Lane. Fibre Broadband has been installed on Conscience Lane by the Police, for use 
at the Headquarters. There are five spare lines in that packages which can be used 
by businesses and there are junction boxes on certain poles. It is not possible to 
speak directly with Openreach about accessing this service. An approach has to be 
made through individual providers.  

4. Elections 

• There will be eight members of the new Parish Council on 6th May 2021. These 
members will be elected unopposed. The remaining three vacancies can be filled 
through co-option.  

 

5. Public Question Time 

• No further questions were asked.  

 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 10th March 2021. 
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record: proposed by P Bryant, seconded by C 
Stevens. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true record.  

 

7. Matters arising and actions from meeting on 10th March 2021. 

•  It was agreed by the Parish Council to replace defibrillator pads which were used 
by a resident on 10th March 2021. The cost is £50.46.  

• The Clerk has queried whether the land adjacent to Reed Place, offered through 
asset transfer by Wiltshire Council, can be turned into an orchard. Wiltshire 
Council’s Estates department will check with the planning department.  

• A road sweeper will cost £40 + VAT per hours, with a minimum of 4 hours hire. 
The cost for tipping the waste is £95 + VAT per tonne, with a minimum of 1 tonne 
being tipped. J Dalley agreed to consult with the local farmer about harvesting for 
the bio-digestate and it was arranged that the road sweeper would be arranged 
for a time when most of the journeys have been completed.  

• It was asked if a notice can be put on Facebook to ask residents to clear the area 
outside of their house. Then this waste could be collected by the road sweeper 
when it comes through the village. 

• The Clerk responded on behalf of the Parish Council on the planning application 
21/00676/FUL Rowdeford Lodge, St Edith’s Marsh to heighten chimney stack. The   
Parish Council had no objections.  

• The Clerk has corresponded with Wiltshire Council’s school transport team to 
request that increased traffic to Rowdeford School should approach the school 
from the Chippenham direction, not from the Devizes Direction.  

• The Clerk has raised a query for CATG (the Community Area Transport Group) to 
request an ‘Unsuitable for Heavy vehicles’ sign at the entrance to Bunnies Lane 
from Cock Road.  

• The graffiti has been painted over at the skate park by the perpetrator. 
Unfortunately, the area has been graffitied over again.  

• The new noticeboard has been installed in front of Rowde Hall with many thanks 
to M Edmunds, L & R Wills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JD 
 
LW 

8. Review of Draft Accounts 

• The draft accounts were presented to the Parish Council.  
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• The accounts have been filed with the internal auditor, John Davis Accountants, in 
Chippenham in advance of the external audit and annual return.  

• The Parish Council did not raise any questions about the accounts at this stage.  

9. Grounds Maintenance Contract 

• The tender for the grounds maintenance contract for the parish was sent out to 
seven contractors. Five contractors entered a bid.  

• A matrix of the bids was discussed with the Parish Council.   

• A question was asked about whether references were taken up from the 
contractors. References were not taken up from the contractors.  

• It was noted that the bidders should be asked to provide method plans, risk 
assessments and insurance liability details.  The Clerk will asked the preferred 
contractor to supply these.  

• A preferred contractor was chosen on price and recent experience of work carried 
out (P Bryant abstained from voting). The Clerk will confirm that they have all of 
the documents stated above before confirming the contract for the next two 
years.  

Green waste removal for grounds worker 

• There was a discussion about how to dispose of the green waste that is collected 
by the grounds worker (HfT) when he is working around the village. A green waste 
bin for hire was discussed. It was suggested that the Parish Council applies for a 
garden waste bin from Wiltshire Council. The Clerk will investigate whether this is 
a possible option.  

Grounds Steward 

• The Grounds Steward supplied by Wiltshire Council will be in the village on 27th & 
28th April.  

Tower View Play Area 

• Three quotations for repair work to the small playing field and the skate park were 
considered. The Parish Council awarded the work to the cheapest tenderered. The 
work will be carried out for £1,314. 

Football pitch 

• J Dalley was thanked for his hard work rolling the football pitches and filling the 
potholes on the lane. D Packer & M Stevens were also thanked for their hard work 
repairing the lane to the large playing field/allotments.  

Parish bins 

• It has been reported that someone is filling the bin at the junction of Marsh Lane 
with Rowde Court Road with their household waste. This bin is emptied by the 
Parish Council and there are increasing charges for waste collection. A notice will 
be put in the village magazine and on the Facebook page to ask residents not to 
tip household waste into public bins.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/ 
LW 

10. Community Trees 
Oak tree – allotments  

• Remedial work to the oak tree has been approved by Wiltshire Council, under the 
Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 21/01719/TPO. The Clerk is arranging a date with 
the contractor for the work to begin.  

Memorial tree – The Common 

• A request was made by a resident to plant a tree on the Common, in memory of a 
local resident.  The Clerk was asked to check the regulations regarding tree 
planting on Common ground.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. Community Engagement 
National Grid: Project to site pylons underground across Roundway Down. 
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• National Grid has started its survey work on site (w/c 12th April 2021). It has been 
reported that holes have been dug at one metre square along the line. The original 
starting area has been moved and will now be hidden by a copse at the bottom of 
the hill.   

• The proposed start date for the work if planning permission is granted is late 2022 
– 2023. 

12. Social events and social media update 

• Some residents have offered to help during the Best Kept Village competition.   

 
 

13. Financial Matters 

• The Parish Council agreed to fund the printing of more of the village leaflets which 
are stocked at the Marsh Lane bridge and promote walks in the village.  

• The Parish has received a further Community Infrastructure Levy (C.I.L) payment 
from the Malthouse Farm development. These funds need to be spent without five 
years of receipt.  

• The Parish Council was asked to consider possible infrastructure projects which the 
money could be spent on.  

• Payments were approved for the following, proposed by C Stevens and seconded 
by L Wills. All Councillors were in favour.  

March invoices (total: £2,955.77) 
Admin costs: £1,382.99 
Allotments: £230.41 
Ground’s maintenance: £761.70 
Subscriptions: £580.67 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

14. Correspondence 

• No further correspondence has been received.  

 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Parish Council meeting: Provisional date: Wednesday 12th May 2021, 7.30pm. 

DATE AND VENUE TO BE CONFIRMED due to proposed changes to the Coronavirus 
Laws. 

Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods must be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 

 

 

 

22 April 2021 

 

Update on Furlong Close 

 

Dear members 

  

I hope you find these regular updates regarding Furlong Close useful. Please 

see below a brief update on where we are currently in the tendering process 

and how we are continuing to keep families of residents informed. 
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Tender process 

As you will know, Wiltshire Council has put the provision of services at both 

Furlong Close and Horsebrook out to tender, to see if another provider can run 

the service and whether this would be a viable option going forward.  

 

The deadline for tender submissions was 15 April and submissions are 

currently being evaluated. Although it isn’t possible to provide further 

information regarding these submissions at this stage, I wanted to advise you 

the process is moving forward and successful tenderers will be invited to the 

interview stage by 29 April. Unsuccessful tenderers will be notified on 30 April. 

 

As stated previously, we have provided the other 13 local authorities with 

details of the tendering process and advised them that a relative of one of their 

residents may want to be involved in the tendering exercise.  

 

We are also inviting families of Furlong Close residents to be involved in an 

interview, which will form part of the tender evaluation as it will be important to 

hear family views before decisions are made. Although we are involved in the 

tendering process. Wiltshire Council is not co-ordinating the provision of care at 

Furlong Close – it will either be provided by Hft or an alternative care provider. 

Family interviews will be held on 10 May. 

 

Meanwhile, we continue to liaise closely with Hft regarding post 19 May 

arrangements, including confirmation of their price for the service in the interim 

period and the cost of the lease. 

 

Family meeting 

We are in regular contact with families of Furlong Close residents and we will 

be meeting with them again. This will be an opportunity to share information 

and talk through any concerns.          

 

Final legal hearing 

One of the Wiltshire residents challenged Hft’s decision in the Administrative 

Court. The court has granted permission for this final hearing to proceed and 

although we are still awaiting the actual date it will be between 26 May and 4 

June. The council is not a defendant but remains an Interested Party.  

 

Gazette and Herald advert 

You may be aware the Gazette and Herald this week has a wraparound cover 

on Furlong Close. This is an advertorial feature rather than a news report. It is 

funded on behalf of the Friends and Families of Furlong Close and it is written 

solely from their perspective without any wider information or context. We are 

considering our position and we will provide you with any further updates in due 

course. 

 

Lucy Townsend 

Corporate Director - People 
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