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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

This month’s front festive cover shows the 
wonderful snowman created by Erin Packer of 
Rowde Academy. Well done Erin!

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the December/January edition of the 
Rowde Village News, the last issue of the year.
There’s all the usual excellent articles from the village 
clubs and societies on pages 4 to 7 and there are also 
great school ‘reports’ this month. The pupils at both 
schools have been busy producing wonderful paintings 
for Christmas. See some of their work on the front cover 
and page 21. And read what else they have been up to 
on pages 19 to 21.
This issue we have a huge amount of local news 
reported on pages 38 to 47. In there you will find a very 
good report on the new footpath from the village to the 
Rowdey Cow. I’m already looking forward to going to 
the official opening on the 7th of December and walking 
it for the first time. Read about it on pages 40 and 41.
I’m also looking forward to the Burns Night Supper in 
January after having such a great time at the last one. 
It’s being organised again this year to raise funds for 
Rowdeford Charity Trust so why not come along, you 
are certain to have a great time. See the advert on the 
back page for more details.
To check for the many other events coming up, have 
a look at the busy village diary on page 63. And there 
are lots of bargains to be had in a couple of very full 
Classified Ads pages (56 & 57).
And, a notice to ALL contributors: Please note that 
this is a double issue therefore the next issue will not 
be distributed until the beginning of February and the 
deadline for submissions is the 15th of January 2015.
Finally, I went along to take some photographs at 
another local football match a couple of Sundays 
ago and it was exciting to watch too. Our local team 
is playing well and is undefeated for the last seven or 
eight games. It would be great if a few more people 
could give them a bit of support when they have a 
home game on a Sunday morning so why not go along 
sometime and check them out? Read their latest latest 
match reports on page 43. 
All the very best for the coming year, Ed
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
There is nothing to report this month as we 
did not have a meeting in October. A report 
on our Christmas Evening which was held 
on November 25th will be in the next Rowde 
Village News.
Our next meeting will be held on January 27th 
2015 when it is hoped to have a Slide Show 
given by Mrs.P.Hawkins.
All the Ladies Club members would like to 
wish you a very Happy Christmas and all 
Good Wishes for 2015.  
Di Buckland (Secretary)

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

The members of the Afternoon Club held their 
Annual General Meeting on November 4th in the 
Village Hall.
The report of the previous year’s activities and 
the Balance of accounts were read and agreed 
as a true record.  
The Officers and Committee were re elected and 
Mr.B.Chorley was elected onto the Committee
Chairperson: Mrs.S.Elvin, Secretary/Treasurer: 
Mrs.D.Ellis, President: Mrs.D.Buckland,
Committee: Mr.B.Barrett, Mr.B.Chorley.
The Christmas Dinner will be held at the Oliver 
Cromwell on December 2nd.
The first meeting of the New Year will be held in 
the Village Hall on January 6th at 2.30pm.
Why not come along and have a chat and a 
cup of tea, we are urgently looking for more 
members to enable the Club to continue and be 
able to have other activities?
Happy Christmas and New Year from all 
the members.
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
As last month’s print date was before our Autumn 
Fair we weren’t able to report on it - but we 
are very pleased to say that the afternoon was 
sufficiently successful to enable us to keep our 
funds topped up.  There weren’t so many people 
as sometimes, but those who were there must 
have spent very generously because we totalled 
£580 once everything was in.  So we would like 
to say a very big THANKYOU TO EVERYONE 
WHO SUPPORTED US –all those who donated 
items for sale, all those who helped on the day 
and all those who came along and bought what 
we were offering – we are very grateful.
Also we would like to thank those who gave 
gifts to the Parish Harvest, as we were amongst 
those to benefit as a result.
We have again been pooling our efforts to fill 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.  
Thanks to the generosity of our members we 
have been able to fill 18 boxes this year.  We 
were helped considerably by a large box of 
small toys etc which was donated by Mainlys 
hardware store in Devizes.
Our afternoon activities over the last few weeks 
have included another kurling match, when 
Mavis’s team beat Sheila’s (Sims) team by 21 
to 12, and top player was Sheila (Lee).
Another week we welcomed back the “End of the 
Track” singing group – eleven lovely men singing 
well known songs from the sixties in harmony – a 
real treat – and they said we sang well too!
We entertain ourselves sometimes and recently 
we have been doing this by telling each other a 
bit about what we’ve done in the past, or a few 
stories of funny experiences, and we’ve enjoyed 
learning more about each other as a result. 
We really would like some new members to 
come and join us.  Anyone over 60 who would 

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
AS this is the last “Village News” before Christmas, 
on behalf of the committee I would like to thank 
all those people that have supported the fund 
raising events organised by the committee during 
the past year. Don’t forget our final fund raising 
event for this year is the Christmas Bazaar on 6th 
December. Your help on this day would be very 
much appreciated. These fund raising events help 
to make the Hall Clean, Warm and Affordable to all.
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Village Hall will take place on TUESDAY 
FEBRUARY 3rd 2015. 
Should anyone wish to put their name forward 
for election to the Management Committee we 
do have a vacancy, contact 722186 for details.
And finally, I would like to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.     
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
No meeting in October (staff on holiday)! The 
Christmas Party was held on November 26th 
in the Village Hall (report next time).
First meeting of the New Year will be held on 
January 28th in the Village Hall when Alan 
Truscott will be telling us about blue and 
white china.
If you are Hard of Hearing and would like to 
meet others with the same problems, why not 
come along to our meeting and bring your 
family or friends. We will be pleased to see 
you or, if you would like any more information 
about the HIway Club, contact me (723049) 
or Barrie (722186).
With Christmas Greetings and All Good Wishes 
for the New Year from the HIway members.
Di. Buckland (Secretary)
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convenience

Shooting Stars
at Rowde Village Hall
Every Tuesday 9.30 - 11 am

Free play session for all children 0-5 and their 
families run by Devizes Children Centre

Come along to meet other families, learn and play 
together with your child and find out what else is 

on offer from the centre
Messy play, crafts, songs, stories and lots more
Call the centre on 01380 739835 for more details 

or simply drop in to the session

enjoy a bit of company one day a week is very 
welcome to come and take a look at what we do, 
or give me a ring and I will come and see you 
and tell you all about it. If transport is a problem 
we can help if you live in Bromham or Rowde.
THE MONDAY CLUB IS A COMMUNITY DAY 
CENTRE AND LUNCHEON CLUB FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND HOUSEBOUND RESIDENTS 
OF BROMHAM & ROWDE. IT IS GRANT 
AIDED THROUGH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL, 
AND SUPPORTED BY AGE UK.
Claire Ladd (Organiser) on 01380859166

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given 
and views expressed in this magazine are 
generally as supplied by the contributors. 
Our personal comments may sometimes be 
expressed in the editorial on page 3 and if 
our views are given elsewhere, they will be 
credited as so. In addition, much of the local 
news items is sourced directly from other 
publications and the internet. We therefore 
apologise for any inaccuracies published 
but regrettably we have no control over 
this possibility happening. We will however 
publish any corrections notified to us as 
soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor
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ANNE FERGUSON
CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPIST
Post graduate Diploma in Hypnotherapy and 
Holistic Care
Integrative Hypnotherapy Associates Member 
NLP PRACTITIONER
ABNLP Approved training
Public speaking, exam preparation, phobias, 
smoking cessation, weight loss, anxiety issues
Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 739472 / 07773732910

A meeting was held on Thursday 6th 
November in the Village Hall to discuss the 
arrangements for supporting and providing 
youth activities in Rowde.
Wiltshire Councillor Mr. Richard Gamble 
chaired the meeting which was attended by 
Jan Barber and Karen Weller who were the 
previous youth club leaders, Sally Willox, 
community youth officer for Devizes, Jackie 
Bawden representing youth interests in 
the village and Shannon Kerfoot, Luke 
Smith Jack Taylor and Alex Taylor from 
the re-constituted youth council. Iain Marr 
and his helpers also attended, as the new 
organisers of the newly formed Rowde and 
Local Community Youth Club (RALC).
The meeting covered three main areas of 
discussion. The first was the re-activation 
of Rowde Youth Council that had previously 
been suspended. The four Youth Council 
members stated their aims to represent 
the voice of the youth in the village, and 
to encourage and advise everyone in an 
inclusive manner. 
The discussion then turned to the Rowde 
and Local Community Youth Club the RALC 
consists of a new committee - a chairman, 
secretary and treasurer plus others, and 
has around 14 volunteers. The club meets 
every Friday from 6.30 – 8.30pm at the 
school. The charge is £1 per night and 
currently around 40 attend. The group is 
planning to extend the age group to include 
7 and 8 year olds with the younger group in 
a separate room. Mr Marr outlined the need 
to replace equipment such as table tennis 
and snooker tables plus he would like to 
consider spending on other possibilities 
such as I.T. equipment. Currently the club 
is attracting members from both Rowde and 
other local villages and is using the weekly 
fees to finance its activities.
The meeting discussed the available money 
and the funding requirements for the two 
youth groups. Some of the money previously 
raised by the Youth Council from sponsored 
bike rides, car washes etc. is to be ring-
fenced for specific projects such as the 
skateboard park at the playing field. The 
total funds at the bank currently stand at 
£4,323 and after a good deal of discussion it 
was decided that £1,500 should be allocated 
to the youth council for development and 
maintenance projects on the large playing 
field. The remaining money would be split 
between the two youth groups so that each 
received £1.411. In addition Sally Willox and 
Richard Gamble outlined a number of other 
options in respect of grant funding which 
could be applied for.
John Butler

ROWDE YOUTH GROUPS

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the 
parish, or if you have a personal item to sell, 
then contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 
or by email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk
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BOOK REVIEW
A Farewell to Arms

by Ernest Hemmingway
This classic novel, a tragedy set during the 1st world war 
was chosen by the reading group in respect of this year’s 
centenary.
The group agreed that the short and sometimes abrupt 
sentences made this novel frustrating to read. The story 
line may have been seen as a shocking tragedy for the 
period it was written, but it is hard to believe today’s 
readers would react in the same way. The change in our 
social behaviour and attitudes mean that the impact of the 
story is diminished.
The group thought that there are far better novels set 
during the 1st World War and did not feel they could 
recommend this book.
Rosie Berry

ROWDE BOOK CLUB
The next club meeting will be on 9th December when we will be having our 
Christmas Supper and December will be a ‘Free Read’. Please note that, due 
to the popularity of the Rowde Book Club, we are unable to take on any new 
members for the foreseeable future.

Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Amanda Boorman and she can be 
contacted at amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk or tel: 01225 704054

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729549

Funerals A r r a n g e d
24 Hour S e r v i c e
Private Chapel of Rest
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Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council 
meeting in November 2014 were:
New Marsh Lane footpath!
o Work to create a new permissive footpath in 
Rowde will soon be completed, from Marsh Lane to 
Devizes Road across Oxhouse Farmland. All three 
kissing gates were installed on the first day of work (a 
record for Wiltshire Council). The footpath will be ready 
for the official opening on 7th December, when there 
will be a walk along the route starting around 1.45pm 
and ending at the Rowdey Cow for celebrations 
around 3.00pm.
New Youth Club
o The Chair welcomed the new Youth groups 
in the village: the newly formed Youth Club and the 
re-constituted Youth Council. The Parish Council look 
forward to working formally with the Youth Council. 
o The Rowde and Local Community Youth Club 
meet every Friday from 6.30pm onwards at Rowde 
Academy School. All children from Y5 onwards are 
welcome. If you would like further details on the Youth 
Club, please contact Iain Marr, tel: 01380 738096.
Playground Safety
o There is a safety issue concerning the 
damaged goal post in the small playing field. The area 
has been cordoned off and quotes are being sourced 
to repair the equipment. 
o A recent safety report showed concerns 
that the top layer of the BMX track has worn away 
in places and has left exposed rocks. A meeting will 
be arranged with the new Youth Council leaders to 
discuss the issue.
o Cllrs S Mundy, C Stevens and A Seedhouse 
have agreed to work together to remove a section 
of the damaged fence in the small playing field 
(alongside Tower View residence). The link fence will 
be cut out and some of the hedge removed. The area 
will be re-planted with hedging plants, which will need 
to be cut by a flail when established.  

Jackie Bawden Chair / Future Action in Rowde, DCAP Rep  01380 720856 
Pam Evans Village Appearance    01380 727820
Ben Bentley Roads, transport & footpaths    01380 728360 
Andrew Seedhouse Playing Fields - Strategic Management   01380 829663
Amanda Boorman Local Enterprise Liaison / Website Updates  01225 704054
Sarah Stapleton Branding    01380 720078
Steve Mundy Finance    01380 727598
Ian Marr     01380 738096
Chris Stevens Playing Field Management / Allotments   01380 738438
James Graham Safety and Behaviour    01380 722470
VACANCY
Rebekah Jeffries Clerk    01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Liz Bryant Wiltshire Councillor    01380 850316
Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne

Allotments
o At least one allotment has been unallocated 
this year. The Parish Council therefore voted on a 
proposal to open up the allotments to people within 
a 3 mile radius of the parish of Rowde. All voted in 
favour. It was agreed that a condition will be added to 
the tenancy agreement to state that allotment plots 
held by non-Rowde residents will be reviewed every 
two years. The Clerk will draft an amendment to the 
tenancy agreement and bring back to the Parish 
Council meeting in December.  
o Concern was raised about the state of some of 
the allotments suggesting that they were not currently 
being worked. Letters are to be sent to the relevant 
allotment holders.
o C Stevens updated the Parish Council on 
plans to form an Allotment Society. 
Village Amenities
o It was agreed to ask WC to move the waste 
bin on ‘The Hill’ to a more useful location on Springfield 
Road. It was further agreed to purchase a bin to site at 
the junction of Rowde Court Road with Marsh Lane. 
o The Clerk will write to the owners of the 
stables on Marsh Lane and remind them of the laws 
against fly-tipping in litter bins.  
Planning Application
o 14/09512/FUL: 1 Chestnut Close: Rear single 
and two storey extension, alter existing rear dormer to 
catslide dormer. The Parish Council had no objections 
to the application.
Wiltshire Council update
o Cllr Philip Whitehead is covering the Rowde 
area in Cllr Liz Bryant’s absence. If you have any 
queries for your local County Councillor, please 
contact Wiltshire Council at: 0300 456 0100
o A County Wide parking review is open until 
16th January 2015. The consultation is available at 
http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal or through the 
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QUALIFIED SPANISH TEACHER
Native Spanish speaking tutor with over 10 
years experience offering:
•  GCSE & AS exam preparation
•  Survival Spanish for holidaymakers
•  Conversational Spanish
•  Interpreting & translation services
•  One-to-one tutorials
COURSES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Contact: CLAUDIA PIñEROS
Seend 01380 827225

claudiapineros@hotmail.co.uk

Sustainable Transport Group: 0300 456 0100. Current 
revenue from car parking charge is £2.5 million. This 
funds the rural bus services. Wiltshire Council is not 
averse in principle to any extension of free parking, 
such as in Devizes Market Square, but it would have 
to be counteracted by higher prices in pay and display 
car parks or a reduction in rural bus services. 
o Narrowing of road by West End Farm has 
been discussed further at the recent CATG meeting. 
CATG will put forward some proposals to improve 
safety at this point on the road. 
o A section of the tow path in Devizes is being 
replaced and drainage added, in partnership with 
the Canal and River Trust. This will take place at 
the beginning of 2015 and will improve cycle and 
pedestrian access into Devizes. 
o Concern was raised with Cllr Whitehead about 
the condition of the pavement from Tanis to Dunkirk 
Hill. 
o A further concern was also raised with Cllr 
Whitehead about the lack of a flashing warning sign as 
you approach Rowde primary school on Devizes Road. 
Police matters
o Police have reported the following thefts: 
Between 9th-14th October 2014 a garden shed was 
broken into and a Sthil strimmer to the value of £120 
has been stolen. Between 11th-14th October 2014, a 
garden shed has been broken into and laundry related 
items stolen. Between 15th-17th October 2014 access 
has been gained to the rear garden of a residential 
property and a petrol Sthil strimmer to the value of 
£140 has been stolen.
Speeding
o Tony Jeffries introduced himself as the new 
leader for the Community Speedwatch team in 
Rowde. If you are concerned about speeding traffic 
through the village and have an hour to spare to help 
the team, please contact Tony on tel: 01380 720988, 
or e-mail: wajeffries888@gmail.com. Speedwatch 
sessions will re-commence soon!
Highways 
o Complaints have been received about cars 
using the pavement opposite Paradise Lane to park 
on. The Parish Council request that drivers respect 
local residents’ property and observe the ‘no parking’ 
requests.   
o Repairs have been carried out to the potholes 
on Conscience Lane. 
Hedges & Signs 
o The hedge at the junction of Conscience Lane 
has been cut back. WC has also re-instated the gap 
in the hedgerow opposite the entrance to Conscience 
Lane to improve visibility when pulling out of the 
junction. 
Finance 
o Monthly invoices totalling £1779.94 were 
approved (proposed by C Stevens, seconded by S 
Mundy) and the cheques signed.
Staff costs & printing   918.33
Grounds & Village Maintenance  400.41

Training/Safety reports   461.2
Total:     £1779.94
Dates for the diary - 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 10th December 2014 at 8.00pm, in the 
Village Hall. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
noticeboards and on the village website.  
You are very welcome to join us at the next Parish 
Council meeting or to contact any of the Councillors 
directly – please see contact details on opposite page. 

Waste Not Want Not
Waste Not Want Not (WNWN) is a furniture 
recycling project where the primary aim is to 
help those ‘in need’ to furnish their homes with 
good quality second-hand furniture, at low cost.
Sadly, due to some Charity Shops now 
selling second-hand furniture, WNWN is 
suffering from a lack of donated goods.  This 
not only affects the disadvantaged (those on 
benefits or low income – and Senior Citizens, 
who are also able to avail themselves of this 
service), but it also means that the future of 
WNWN is questionable?
In order that the superb charitable work 
of Waste Not Want Not can carry on, it is 
important that more donations of furniture 
and household goods are received.  So many 
people/families have been thankful for the 
Charity’s help in furnishing their homes over 
the past decade, in fact Waste Not Want Not 
has an excellent showroom displaying quality 
furniture and household goods (for every room) 
at: 303, Hungerdown Lane, Chippenham.  
So please, when disposing of your furniture 
think of WNWN, your contribution will be so 
greatly appreciated.
If you wish to donate goods, please call:  
01249 447140
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Christmas is coming 
Christmas is soon to be 
here, and while the village 
shop may not stock that 
present for the wife/partner 
or Aunt Flo, we can help take 
the stress out of queuing for 
ages with other frustrated 
customers at the supermarket check out. 
Just order your fresh vegetables and cream or any 
other goods etc from us and we will have it ready 
for you to collect on Christmas Eve. 
Please order by Monday 15th if at all possible.
Don’t forget your sausages and bacon as well (they 
make the best Pigs in Blankets).

Our turkey comes via John Butler at Rowdefield 
Farm and with the local veg it is the tastiest 
Christmas dinner ever.
It is sad that we are losing a lovely and cheery 
volunteer in Julia, she is moving away and we wish 
her well and hope she will pop in when she passes, 
we shall miss her lovely smile. 
I am giving you a versatile recipe for Christmas; it is 
suitable for vegetarians and carnivores alike! It can 
also be used as a spread or sandwich filling.
Please remember to cancel papers if you are going 
away. We wish you all a wonderful Christmas and 
thank you all for supporting us throughout the year.
Last but not at all least, Chris’s money tube outside 
the shop has yielded £76-12p when last emptied 
and the small shop donation tin yielded £41 -58p. 
Thank you everyone, this helps with the overheads. 
The Christmas opening times are:
Christmas Eve            7-30 to 4 o’clock
Christmas Day            closed
Boxing Day                 9- 00 to 12 noon
Saturday                     8- 00 to 4 o’clock 
Sunday                        9-00   to 12 noon
All opening times will be on the notice 
board outside.
Kind regards to you all 
Jan Barber,  01380 739800                                        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
Follow us on FaceBook!

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 12:00
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

JAN’S RECIPE
Mushroom Pate

INGREDIENTS:
• Medium sized onion 1 
• Mushrooms 1 lb (450gms) 
• Butter or Marg 2oz (50)
• Wholemeal breadcrumbs 6oz (175 g)
• Hot water 1/4pt (150 ml) 
• Lemon juice of half
• Garlic cloves crushed (optional) 1-2 
• Fresh yeast crumbled 1oz (25g)
• Ground nutmeg to taste
• Salt@ Pepper to taste
METHOD:
1.  Finely chop the onion, mushroom caps and stalks. 
2.  Melt the butter in a saucepan and sauté the 
onion until transparent.
3.  Add the mushrooms and cook for a further 
2-3 minutes. 
4.  Soak the breadcrumbs in the hot water then add 
to the mushrooms with the lemon juice and garlic.
5.  Cook over a gentle heat, beat in the remaining 
ingredients and check seasoning to taste. 
6.  Spoon into a serving dish, cover and 
refrigerate until required.
7.  Garnish with raw mushroom slices.
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed) 

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

FREE DELIVERY!
Fruit and Veg boxes

delivered free and prices start from 
only £5

Contact Rowde shop
01380 739 800

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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10 Facts about Christmas
1. Norwegian scientists have hypothesized that 
Rudolph’s red nose is probably the result of a 
parasitic infection of his respiratory system.
2. The Germans made the first artificial 
Christmas trees out of dyed goose feathers.
3. Each year more than 3 billion Christmas 
cards are sent in America alone.
4. All the gifts in the Twelve Days of 
Christmas would total 364 gifts.
5. The “true love” mentioned in the song 
“Twelve Days of Christmas” does not refer to 
a romantic couple, but the Catholic Church’s 
code for God. The person who receives the 
gifts represents someone who has accepted 
that code. For example, the “partridge in a pear 
tree” represents Christ. The “two turtledoves” 
represent the Old and New Testaments.
6. Most of Santa’s reindeer have male-
sounding names, such as Blitzen, Comet, and 
Cupid. However, male reindeers shed their 

antlers around Christmas, so the reindeer 
pulling Santa’s sleigh are likely not male, but 
female or castrati.
7. In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I, bishop of 
Rome, proclaimed December 25 the official 
celebration date for the birthday of Christ.
8. According to the Guinness world records, 
the tallest Christmas tree ever cut was a 
221 foot Douglas fir that was displayed in 
1950 at the Northgate Shopping Center in 
Seattle, Washington.
9. The traditional three colours of Christmas 
are green, red, and gold. Green has long 
been a symbol of life and rebirth; red 
symbolizes the blood of Christ, and gold 
represents light as well as wealth and royalty.
10. According to data analyzed from 
Facebook posts, two weeks before Christmas 
is one of the two most popular times for 
couples to break up. However, Christmas Day 
is the least favorite day for breakups.

DID YOU KNOW?

From an independant review:
Earlier this year my wife and I enjoyed a 
fantastic Sunday lunch at the Bell. We live 
in Chippenham and were going to spend 
the day in Bath but the trains had been 
cancelled, we’re glad they were!
We rang last minute and were lucky to get 
the last table in the bar area. 
Staff were polite and efficient, quality 
of the food was excellent and the 
atmosphere was really nice. 
We’ll definitely return soon, despite the 15 
mile car journey. 
Highly recommend!
...and they did return as we also have 
the following review by them from only 
a couple of weeks ago:
My wife and I both opted for the chicken 
liver parfait to start, delicious! My wife 
had smoked haddock for her main which I 
couldn’t resist a little try of, that was also 
delicious! I opted for the roast sirloin and 
was glad that I did! Everything was cooked 
to perfection and I didn’t want it to end. 
The service was also excellent, waitresses 
very polite and professional. 
Great pub, great service, beautiful food. 
10/10!

EATING OUT - THE BELL AT WEST OVERTON

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could 
write us a review please send it to Suzan 
at suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

Phone: 01672 861099
Website: www.thebellwestoverton.co.uk
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The Reverend John Rees
Thoughts from The Rectory
As I write this I’m expecting to see the first Christmas 
lights and decorations appearing in homes and 
gardens across the village – as we get nearer 
Christmas I find them to be a welcome sight, breaking 
into the long, dark nights and often grey, gloomy days.
Christmas this year marks the anniversary of an 
extraordinary event; the Christmas truce between allied 
and German forces in December 1914. 
On a December night the sound of the carol “Silent 
Night” rang out from the trenches and cautiously troops 
from both sides ventured out into the battle scarred 
darkness of no-man’s land. Greetings and presents 
were exchanged and the wounded and dead were 
retrieved. There were even games of football; though 
the playing surface must have been very difficult.
Sadly this season of goodwill was not to last. The 
horror of war resumed all too quickly and the soldiers 
who had sung carols and exchanged gifts were to 
remain enemies for nearly four more years. The 
darkness continued.
However, unlike the truce the Christmas message 
which was celebrated all too briefly in 1914 is a 
message that endures.
Jesus came to bring light to the world. He came to earth, 
born in the humble setting of that Bethlehem stable to 
reveal God’s love for people of every generation in a 
new way. St John, in the opening chapter of his Gospel, 
proclaimed that all who believe in Jesus Christ have 
the right to become Children of God. Since that first 
Christmas, countless millions have discovered that 
following Jesus Christ has transformed their lives, and 
sustained them in the joys and difficulties of life. This is 
the lasting good news we celebrate at Christmas. It is 
good news offered to everyone. 
I look forward to celebrating Christmas with 
many of you at our Christmas services (to which 
everyone is welcome) and/or meeting you at our 
other village celebrations.
With my best wishes for Christmas and 2015,
Best wishes, John
Notes from our Churchwardens
Mothers’ Union: Deanery Advent Service on 
3rd December at 2pm at St Nicholas Church, 
Bromham. All welcome.
January meeting on Thursday 8th at 2pm at 
The Rectory, Bromham.
Reminder: subs for 2015 due at the end of the 
month.  Also monies from the 5p collection jars.
Advent Course: Continues through December.
Maureen Hiscocks, Church Warden
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Churchwardens: 
Maureen Hiscocks   Tel 01380 725406
Gavin Moss  Tel 01380 729160
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/

CHURCH ROTAS
Church Cleaning

Friday 19 December at 10.30am
Wednesday 14 January at 1.30pm
Wednesday 19 February at 1.30pm

Brass Cleaning
Phil Hale

Flower Arranging
December - Advent, no flowers until Christmas
17 December - Christmas - All volunteers
4 & 11 January 2015 - Liz Ibbetson
18 & 25 January - Carole Nutland
Please contact Maureen Hiscocks 01380 
725406 or Jane Moss 01380 729160 if you 
would like to help.

Christmas at St Matthew’s
You are very welcome to join us at St Matthew’s 
church this Christmas as we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ. Services and other events are as 
follows:
Monday 8th December: Meet at Church at 6.30pm 
or join in as we sing carols around the village. We 
will be collecting goods and money for the Devizes 
Food Bank.
Saturday 13th December at 4.00pm:  Christingle 
service for all the family.
Wednesday 17th December at 7.30:  Calne 
Choral Society Christmas concert. Tickets (£6 adults 
and £2 children) available from the Village Shop.
Saturday 20th December from 10.00-12.00: 
Christmas Coffee Morning with crafts for children.
Sunday 21st December at 6.00pm:  Carol Service.
Christmas Eve at 4.00pm:  Crib Service for all the family
Christmas Eve at 11.30pm:  Midnight Communion.
Christmas Day at 10.00am:  Family Communion.

THE ST MATTHEW’S CAFE
Please note that Coffee and Tea is available 
from 10.00am to noon on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays - come in for a cuppa and a chat.
PRAYER TREE
We have a Prayer Tree in St Matthew’s Church, 
just behind the lectern. This is for everyone to use.
The tree is there for you to use in order to write, as 
anonymously as you want, your thoughts and hopes.
During the two family services – usually the first Sunday 
in Rowde School and the fourth Sunday in St Matthew’s 
Church, you will be offered a leaf and if you wish to 
write a prayer, they will be gathered during collection 
and hung on the tree at the end of the Service.
These leaves will stay on the tree for a month 
and the concerns will be prayed for during a 
time of prayer here in the church. 
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Date/Time  Service                

Wednesday 3   
11.00 am  Holy Communion

Sunday 7  Advent 2 (St Niocholas)
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service at Rowde Academy
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

Saturday 13   
4.00 pm  Christingle

Sunday 14  Advent 3  
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Parish Communion
3.00 pm  Carol Service, Sandy Lane

Wednesday 17  
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House

Saturday 20   
6.00 pm  Carol Service, Bromham

Sunday 21   
6.00 pm  Carol Service

Wednesday 24 Christmas Eve
4.00 pm  Crib Service
11.30 pm  Midnight Holy Communion

Wednesday 25 Christmas Day
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Christmas Family Communion

Sunday 28  
11.00 am  Benefice Holy Communion, Bromham

December Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

In addition, a short service of Morning 
Prayer is normally said 
on Tuesdays at 8am; please join us if you 
are able to.  
Please note that the Church is open every 
day from 10am – 4pm
Coffee is available from 10.00 – noon on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays 

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 
or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Please check the Church notice board for 
further information. 
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Date/Time  Service                

Sunday 4  Epiphany
8.00 am  Parish Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service (in St Matthew’s)

Wednesday 7   
11.00 am  Holy Communion

Sunday 11  Epiphany 1 Baptism of Christ  
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Holy Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Parish Communion

Sunday 18  Epiphany 2 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
9.30 am  Parish Communion
11.00 am  Family Service, Bromham

Wednesday 21
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House, Bromham

Sunday 25  Epiphany 3 (Conversion of Paul)
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Family Service
11.00 am  Service of Unity, Bromham Methodist Chapel
6.00 pm  Holy Communion

February
Sunday 1  Candlemas
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service at Rowde Academy
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

January Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

October and November Church 
Cleaning at St Matthew’s Church
Another good cleaning session took place 
on Wednesday 15th October. We had 11 
cleaners which meant that we were able to 
give the church a good clean and polish in 
three quarters of an hour, followed by Rock 
cakes and Viennese whirls kindly make by Jo.
The November clean was on Friday 14th, 
we had 7 cleaners and again we were 
able to give the church a good clean, 

including a thorough clean of the Kitchen 
and toilet area. This was followed by a 
chat, tea/ coffee and ginger cake.
The next two cleaning sessions will take 
place on Friday 19th December at 10.30 pm 
and Wednesday 14th January at 1.30 pm.  
If you would like to come and help please 
contact Jane Moss 01380 729160 or 
Maureen Hiscocks 01380 725406 or just 
turn up on the day.
Jane Moss
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Do you have any questions?
What do Christians believe?

Who is Jesus?
Why do we pray?

Why go to Church?
Is Christianity relevant to my life?

These and many other questions are discussed during an Alpha Course, 
an introduction to the Christian faith for any and everyone. It is relaxed, 
informal and stimulating.
What happens at Alpha?
Groups of about 10 - 12 people meet with hosts and helpers weekly. Each 
session includes a meal, a short talk and a time of informal discussion.
When?
Alpha started on Tuesday 18th November (12.30 - 2.45) but will continue for 
10 weeks. There will be a break over the Christmas Holidays.
Where?
Alpha is held at the home of Gavin and Jane Moss - Tower Hill, Rowde, 
SN10 2QD (and we hope to be able to run a crèche for those that need it).
Over 22 million people around the world have done the Alpha Course and 
found it a life-changing experience!  This is what they say:
 ‘I still find it hard to take on board the positive difference Alpha has 
made to my life, marriage and family...’.
‘One of the bits I personally liked is that I could ask any questions and 
everyone was interested in them’.
‘Alpha is a non-pressured and fun course and it shows us how 
Christianity can be relevant and empowering to our lives’.
For further information or to book please contact:
Rev Annie Wintour  - 01380 850880  anniewintour@btinternet.com,  
or  Gavin Moss  - 01380 729160 mosscadet@lineone.net 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Sidony, Kelsey, Kiah, Elissa and Thalia from the 
Rowde Junior Choir met in St Mattew’s church 
to make decorations for the Christmas Tree 
Festival at Bromham Church.

photographs by Alan Watters
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This last year has flown by and here we are, 
facing another Christmas in a few weeks. As 
usual we are all very busy here with lots of 
Christmas activities. 
We had a very successful Market here on Friday 
21st November. A big thank you to all who came 
and supported us either by having a stall or 
coming along to buy some early X-mas presents. 
A very extra special Thank You must go to 
Mrs and Mr Knapp for bringing their wonderful 
Fairground organ down which really added to 
the atmosphere.
Thanks to everyone’s generosity; we made a 
grand total of £1400. 
We are holding a series of workshops in Furlong 
Close in the run up to Christmas, unfortunately we 
have had to cancel the first one (29th) due to lack 
of interest, but the Shabby Chic decorations  (6th)  
and Wreath making (13th) will go ahead. Cost is 
£20 and the session will provide all materials you 
will need, plus refreshments.
If you would like to come along and join us 
please ring Jan Emm on 725455 Ext 1004 to 
book a place. 

We will be holding a week of Christmas based 
Activities in the run up to the 24th  December, 
when we finish at 1.00 pm. 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and say 
thank you for your continued support. 
Jan Emm

NEWS FROM Hft
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Christmas Opening Times
Saturday 20th 8am – 1pm
Monday 22nd  8am – 5pm
Tuesday 23rd  8am – 5pm
Wednesday 24th 8am – 1pm

CHRISTMAS BOXES
Fresh Usk Vale Turkey

Home cooked Ham joint
Homemade Chestnut and

Sausage meat stuffing
Homemade chipolata sausages

Home cured Streaky Bacon
Luxury Cranberry sauce

For 4 people £45.00
For 6 people £62.50
For 10 people £85.00

Other sizes are available

Christmas gift vouchers available

Usk Vale Turkey          £3.25/lb  £7.17/Kg
Free Range Turkeys    £4.95/lb  £10.91/Kg
Chickens       £2.90/lb  £6.39/Kg
Chickens 8lb+      £3.30/lb  £7.28/Kg
Geese        £5.65/lb  £12.46/Kg
Ducks        £2.95/lb  £6.50/Kg
Boneless Turkey Crown    £4.65/lb  £10.25/Kg
- can be filled with our homemade stuffing
Topside and Silverside        £4.65/lb  £10.25/Kg
Homemade Chestnut  stuffing  £2.95/lb

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Home cooked ham      £4.60/lb  £10.14/Kg
Salt Beef       £4.80/lb  £10.58/Kg
Ox Tongue       £4.80/lb  £10.58/Kg
Pigs in blankets      £3.00 pack of 6
Home cured gammon £3.10/lb  £6.83Kg
Leg Pork boneless       £2.95/lb  £6.50/Kg
Boneless Rib Beef               £8.69/lb  £19.16/Kg
Bone in Rib Beef                 £6.25/lb  £13.77/Kg
Rolled Sirloin        £10.65/lb  £23.48/Kg

Orders now being taken
To be sure of availability please order 
before Saturday 13th December.
Please phone with any orders or come in 
to see us
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The rain has certainly returned this autumn. The 
fields are now saturated and the land drains have 
begun to run once more. Let us hope it will not be a 
repeat of last year. The graph below show the total 
rainfall for the last few years – it looks like the total for 
2014 will be very close to 2012.

We have two new additions to the farm – 
Meg and Skip. They came from Banbury 
and are currently 12 weeks old. Meg is very 
adventurous and into everything while Skip is 
a little more cautious. They have just started 
going for walks around the fields and are 
getting used to a lot of fascinating bird noises 
and smells! 

Another new addition is the Case Puma 
tractor that has replaced one of the John 
Deeres. It is almost 20 years since we last 
had a working Case on the farm, although we 
have a classic 1988 model that we bought a 
few years ago and does some light work in 
the summer. The John Deere is off to a new 
home in Germany.
Also arriving this month were some new 
pullets. Some of our small flock of hens are 
old-timers that have come to the end of their 
laying period, and are now in retirement. We 
have 40 new birds, aged 18 weeks, and they 
are just starting to lay although the eggs are 
quite small at first.

The goats and sheep have moved into their 
winter quarters as the field is now very wet. 
They have all been wormed and had their 
feet trimmed. Hopefully the weather will soon 
cool down as there can be problems like 
pneumonia when stock are housed in warm 
damp conditions and there is little airflow. 
The ewes are expecting lambs, which should 
be due around the middle of March. This is 
designed to fit in with the large number of 
school visits that tend to happen in the spring. 
So far this autumn we have had ten schools 
visiting the farm with a total of 304 pupils.
The next magazine will be in 2015 so 
everyone at the farm wishes everyone in the 
village a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful 
New Year!
John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

Meg and Skip

The sheep and goats in their winter housing

The new laying flock!
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Our final commemoration of WW1 was to work 
alongside a sculptor to build a wire soldier from 
the Wiltshire regiment. Our soldier stands at 1.5m, 
the typical height for a young man who would 
have joined up to fight for his country. 

Virtually all the children in the school were able 
to contribute to building him. They made medals, 
buttons, his belt and hat along with creating a 
sturdy body for him, all from wire. We are all 
delighted with how wonderful he looks and we 
hope that we are able to loan him out to local 
groups so that our community can share him too. 
If you would like to come and see him or request 
to borrow him, please call the school office on 
01380 723991.
Over the months of October and November, we 
welcomed different service men and women into 
school. They joined us to commemorate WW1 
and WW2. We met Mr Reid; a paratrooper, who 

NEWS FROM ROWDE C of E PRIMARY ACADEMY
talked to all the children about being a paratrooper 
and jumping from aeroplanes from low heights. 
He also went out to the playground with the 
children and showed the children what inside a 
parachute looks and feels like, using the school 
parachute! We greeted Mrs Elvin and Mr Read 
who shared their medals and their humorous 
stories with us. We also heard from Mr Bazire, 
who was a prisoner of war in China.  All these 
visitors were an inspiration to staff and children 
and we thank them all for visiting us.
Moving forward, we find that we are in December. 
This is a magical month at Rowde Academy and 
there is lots going on. The children in KS1 will 
perform our Christmas play, The Landlord’s Cat. 
Our performances are on Tuesday 9th December 
at 2pm and Wednesday 10th December at 
5.30pm. Tickets cost £2 and are available from 
the school office. 
Our Christmas fair is on Friday 5th December, 
starting at 5.30. There will be lots of different stalls 
and Father Christmas is making a special stop to 
visit the children too!
There will be Christmas parties and meals as 
well as fun and laughter. Our term ends on 19th 
December with Carols around the tree. This 
service begins at 1.30. You will need to obtain a 
ticket so that we know numbers. Again, please 
call the office.
A new term begins on Monday 5th January 2015. 
Everyone at Rowde Academy wishes you a 
wonderful Christmas.
Lorraine Colquhoun

Rowde Rainbows (registered Charity 
No. 1028202) is in dire need of an 
extra pair of adult hands
We currently have 18 girls aged between 5 and 7 
years and an even fuller waiting list, many of whom 
are already 5 and so missing out on the fun that 
Rainbows can offer them.
An extra unit helper (aged over 18) will allow us to take 
on more girls.
So if you are able to give up an hour and a half a week on 
a Tuesday night please contact me for more information.

Ailsa Devon 
01380 850081 
07966 230810
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Loom band necklace

The aim of Enterprise Day this term was to design 
and make products to sell in our new Enterprise 
Shop. Local artist Zoe Rucker visited the school 
to help all the pupils design beautiful, colourful 
doodles. These will be used to go on mugs, key 
rings, T-shirts and many other ideas that the 
pupils will decide upon. A mass production of loom 
band items like bracelets, earrings and necklaces 
were also made for sale. All together it was a very 
industrious day. Anyone visiting the school will be 
able to buy these gifts from reception.

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL

Street Dance Workshop

Thursday 20th November 
saw the return of the 
majority of last year’s 
leavers. They returned to 
collect their certificates for 
the exams they passed 
in July. They were all 
pleased to reunite with 
friends and staff as they 
are now spread far and wide in colleges over 
Wiltshire. Even in the short time they have been 
in college they seem to have grown in size and 
maturity. It was wonderful to welcome them back.
On Tuesday 25th November the whole school took 
part in a Street Dance Workshop. Each year group 
had the opportunity to learn a new street dance from 
‘M’ and Emily who are now an annual event in our 
school calendar due to its popularity. Lots of talent 
was on show by the pupils, X Factor watch out!

Many more exciting events are planned for next 
month, with each class  planning their performances 
for their concerts; nine boarders will be attending 
the Ballet Alice in Wonderland in London and all of 
them the Dick Whittington Pantomime in Swindon. 
The kitchen are busy planning Christmas Lunch 
and the Site Manager has started sorting the 
Christmas lights.  So on that note may I wish you all 
a wonderful, peaceful Christmas.
Lorraine Schwarz

Loom band bracelet 
and rings

Pupils’ designs
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‘My Snowman’ by Richard Griggs

‘Swirling van Gogh star ‘ by Gareth Thomas

‘The Nativity’ by Jordan McKenna

‘The Nativity’ by Jordan McKenna

ROWDEFORD SCHOOL CHRISTMAS ART

‘Snowman with presents’ by Joshua Mitchell
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PHOTO FUN
People and animals who look like each other this 
month. Some of them are famous (humans that is), 
how many can you name? Send them in and we will 
give a prize to the winner (watters.alan@gmail.com).

Do you have any amusing photos of people or 
pets? Send them in! 
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Children have a remarkable talent for not taking 
the adult world with the kind of respect that we 
are so confident it ought to be given. To the 
irritation of authority figures of all sorts, children 
expend considerable energy in clowning 
around. They refuse to appreciate the gravity 
of our monumental concerns, while we forget 
that if we were to become more like children our 
concerns might not be so monumental.
Conrad Hyers
…and here’s a thought for the day 
you are reading this:
Never again clutter your days or nights with 
so many menial and unimportant things that 
you have no time to accept a real challenge 
when it comes along. This applies to play 
as well as work. A day merely survived is 
no cause for celebration. You are not here 
to fritter away your precious hours when 
you have the ability to accomplish so much 
by making a slight change in your routine. 
No more busy work. No more hiding from 
success. Leave time, leave space, to grow. 
Now. Now! Not tomorrow!
Og Mandino

At the heart of your community

Every year the Wiltshire 
and Swindon Community 
Foundation offer grants to help 
people who may struggle to 
meet the rising fuel costs over 
the winter months.
These ‘Surviving Winter’ payments are one-
off payments of up to £200 to assist people 
that spend upwards of 10% of their income 
on energy. The grant is to help pay fuel bills, 
purchase oil, purchase an oil heater, purchase 
coal, top up electricity or purchase a pair of 
warm slippers and a blanket.
If you think you may be eligible for a grant and want 
to find out more, please get in touch and I will be 
happy to help you in the right direction. Similarly, 
if you know a friend or neighbour that might be 
interested then encourage them to get in contact 
and I can assist them in making an application.
For those of you that may not be eligible for the 
grant but want to support this, it is possible to 
make a donation to the Surviving Winter pot to 
help ensure everyone that needs the help can 
access it. Donations can be made online via 
the Wiltshire Community Foundation website 
at https://wiltshirecf.org.uk/ or by contacting the 
Community Foundation directly on 01380 729284.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! I look forward to seeing people in 2015.
Alex North, Good Neighbour
Co-ordinator for Devizes villages
M: 07557 922027
Email: devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk

GOOD NEIGHBOUR NEWS FUN COLUMN
This month we have some 
spontaneous quotes from TV 
personality Paul Merton:
“The first Underground station ever opened 
was Baker Street in 1906. What was the point 
of that? Where would you go?”
(Talking about ex ‘Have I Got News For You’ 
presenter Angus Deayton) “His name is 
Angus. The G is silent.”
My aunt died at precisely 10.47am and the 
old grandfather clock stopped at precisely the 
same time also ….. It fell on her! 
There are various ways to stop yourself from 
smoking – nicotine patches, nicotine gum. My auntie 
used to pour petrol over herself every morning!
My hair’s got a life of its own. Last week I 
found it in the kitchen, making an omelette…
(On reading the A to Z) Can’t wait to see what 
happens at the end. The characters aren’t up 
to much but the places, they seem so real.
It’s silly to make generalisations, but if you 
talk to anyone in the south for longer than five 
minutes, they will try to sell you fruit.
When I wake up on a Monday morning and I 
realise I don’t have to go and work at the civil 
service, I really think I’ve won.

Kindred Drums
Unique hand crafted 

drums - Native drums, 
Beastie bodhrans, Rhythm 
drums, Meditation drums 

and more
Dare to be different

visit the website 
www.wix.com/mikemaddock/

kindred-drums
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sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558

Care and Support at Home, offering a personal 
service for older and disabled people at a time 

to suit you and at competitive rates!
Call us on 01380 739295 or email: enquiries@autonomycare.net
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Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

a great present at
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

Volunteers required
Help in your community shop
Please come forward and give us 

a hand
We need all ages and all hours

Please phone or e-mail
Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800
or e-mail

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop
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Richard Ellis
Wall & Floor Tiler

Painting & Decorating 
service

Fully Insured
Free no obligation quotes

Competitive rates call
01380 729828 / 07980797377

Rich-Ellis@outlook.com

 

        Vine Cottage 
Breakfast Experience 

Come and try our award winning breakfast. 
 

£10 per head of which £7.50 will be donated 
to the RNLI 

 
At 11 am on the following Sunday’s  
9th/16th/23rd November; 7th/14th/21st 

December; 18th/25th January 1st/8thFebruary. 
 

8 people each week; booking essential. 
07501 504948. 

 
Also, try our Sauna for £5 PP during the 

months of Nov to Mid Feb 
Booking as above - all proceeds to RNLI 

 
Last winter we raised £527, can we beat it 

this winter!! 

Vine Cottage

Breakfast Experience

 

        Vine Cottage 
Breakfast Experience 

Come and try our award winning breakfast. 
 

£10 per head of which £7.50 will be donated 
to the RNLI 

 
At 11 am on the following Sunday’s  
9th/16th/23rd November; 7th/14th/21st 

December; 18th/25th January 1st/8thFebruary. 
 

8 people each week; booking essential. 
07501 504948. 

 
Also, try our Sauna for £5 PP during the 

months of Nov to Mid Feb 
Booking as above - all proceeds to RNLI 

 
Last winter we raised £527, can we beat it 

this winter!! 

Order Your Fresh
Christmas Turkey now!

Hand Plucked

Traditionally reared bronze turkeys
£3.60 per lb

Order now from the shop 
(01380 739800) or

Rowdefield Farm (01380 723703)
for collection from 23rd December

from Rowdefield Farm
*Weight range from 10lb to 20lb
*£10 deposit per bird with order

WALKING WITH THE GRAIN LTD
•	 Traditional	hardwood	flooring	company.	Est	26	

years.	Apprenticed	served	tradesman.
•	 All	aspects	of	hardwood	floors	undertaken	to	

include	a	few	:Strip	Planks	-Parquet	–	Floating	
Floors	–	Block	Flooring	–	Be	-spoke	flooring	–	
Special	Designs	.

•	 Sports	Halls	+	line	marking	–	Schools	–	
Domestic	–	Commercial	–	Village	Halls

•	 Local	authority	nominated	.
•	 There	is	a	fully	professional	floor	sanding	service	

available.	The	sanding	machines	are	the	latest	in	
German	sanding	technology.	The	machines	will	
extract	96%	of	wood	dust	at	source.

•	 Just	a	few	of	the	finishes	to	choose	from	
Hardwax	Oil	–	Coloured	Oils	–	Stains	–	
Lacquering	–	Brushed	&	oiled.

•	 All	products	are	solvent	free.
•	 Many	references	available	for	inspection.
•	 Nominated	wood	floor	contractor	for	Wilts	

Council.
•	 For	further	info	:	Office	01249	822750	/	01672	

330102 Mob 07747750713
•	 Email	dunne_jj@yahoo.co.uk
•	 Web	www.walkingwiththegrain.co.uk
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After enjoying a very busy half term we have now 
quietened down and changed our opening hours 
back to winter hours 10am to 4pm (7 days a week).
In the run up to Christmas we have plenty of 
festive activities to prepare for which we are very 
excited about:

Friday 5th December:  We are opening our 
doors in the evening for a spectacular 3 course 
Christmas meal. Tickets to be bought in advance 
~ we will also accept group bookings of up to 15 
per table so suitable for smaller Christmas work 
parties as well ~ £19.95 for 2 courses & £23.95 
for 3 courses
(see website for menu www.rowdeycow.co.uk)
Saturday 6th December: Children’s Christmas 
Celebration with Party Entertainers Face it n 
Dance – to include games, dancing, face painting 
and Father Christmas  2pm to 4pm ~ £5 per child

ROWDEY COW NEWS

Tuesday 9th December: Festive Wreath-Making 
Morning with Honeysuckle Bee ~ £35 per person
Saturday 13th December: Pyjama Drama Christmas 
Show in the barn 1:30pm ~ £4 per child.
From 12th to 22nd December we will have Specials 
on the Board to include delicious Christmas 
Lunches so book in advance for a special Christmas 
Lunch to avoid disappointment!
We will be closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day and we will be open 10am to 2pm New 
Year’s Day, otherwise open 7 days a week 10am to 4pm.
Please call 01380 829666 if you would like further 
details of any of the above.
Throughout January we will be having our January 
Sale to include discounts and special offers for all 
our customers.
We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from all of us at the Rowdey Cow.
Sue

Servicing, Sales & Repairs

BILL ROWELL 
MOWERS

Selection of  new and second-hand 
mowers, ride-ons and strimmers

No repair too big or small
CAN COLLECT

Tel/Fax: 01380 726258
Great News - We have relocated to 
Currys Motors, Bath Road, Devizes

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR
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COMES TO CHIPPENHAM AND DEVIZES

New

the latest healthy eating advice from your experienced 
Glow coach.

foodfitness
Aerobic • FitSteps®

Zumba®• HiiT 

Kettleblast

friendly, 

welcoming and

FUN!

friends

Coming Soon

 Pilates

Join now to receive your FREE Glow gym bag and 
Healthy Eating guide - 

Valid until 31st January 2015
glow-fit.co.uk T: 01249 654845/07910 627843  E: roz.chandler@glow-fit.co.uk

Roz Chandler Landscape advert updated.indd   1 25/11/2014   13:39:53

Get Fitter and Healthier and
HAVE FUN!

You might have heard that the Rosemary Conley company is no 
longer running exercise and diet classes.
But the great news is that classes ARE STILL RUNNING under our shiny new 
GLOW brand, and are brighter and better than before; we’ve taken the best of 
the old, added some modern twists, and created something that not only helps 
you lose weight and shape up but does so with a massive smile on your face.
We’ve got a new Healthy Eating plan that has been devised using all the latest 
nutritional advice, and are now able to offer more exercise styles to our classes.
As well as time honoured aerobic workouts, we now include ZumbaTM, Salsa, 
FitStepsTM, HiiT (High Intensity Interval Training – all fitness levels
catered for) Kettleblast courses and, coming soon, Fitness Pilates.
But what hasn’t changed is the emphasis on inspiring you to make changes that actually 
last, and making sure you do it amongst friends, with the focus on real enjoyment.
Whether you want weigh & exercise or exercise only the choice is yours, and 
until the 14th November we’re offering a special deal:

Simply come to your first taster class and receive a FREE GLOW 
gym bag and Glow Healthy Eating plan.
To reserve your place please either phone, text or email me NOW. 
Call Roz: Tel: 01249 654845 Mobile: 07910 627843 roz.chandler@glow-fit.co.uk
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Tony Jeffries
wajefferies888@gmail.com
01380 729989
Chris Larkin
chrisvlarkin@gmail.com
01380 728745
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The George and Dragon
01380 723 053

Follow us on Facebook or twitter @_thegandd

We would like to wish all of our friends and customers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and we look forward to 

seeing you in the G&D soon.   Love Phil, Mich & Chippy x

As we are fast approaching the festive season, we would like to let 
you know what we are up to.  Also please see the opening hours 

over Christmas and New Year.

Our Christmas menus have been available since mid November. We 
still have availability throughout December for both menus which 

can be found on our website www.thegeorgeanddragonrowde.co.uk.

We will be kicking off our Christmas celebrations with the 
annual Rowde Christmas Carol gathering on Sunday 14th 

December at the G&D at 5.30pm. Do join us afterwards for the as 
always, popular delicious 2 course traditional roast Christmas 
supper @ £17.50pp. Please give us a quick call and book your 

places to avoid disappointment. 01380 723 053

On Christmas Eve we will be serving lunch & dinner as 
usual and whilst we await the chimes for Midnight mass we 
will be enjoying our Christmas Village Drinks. Please come 
and join us for a Christmas Cocktail or your usual tipple.
Christmas Day the pub is closed as we have a family gathering to 

attend this year. Sorry.

But…. Boxing Day we will be back with a bang with our 
Boxing Day Feast. We will be open for drinks from 12 and 

have 2 lunch sittings at 12pm & 3pm.
Our opening hours will be as normal from then until December 
30th. This New Year’s Eve we will be closed. Not only is 2015 a 
big birthday year for Mich (big 40!) but also one of her closest 

friends’ 40th birthday bash is being celebrated this NYE, so that’s 
where we will be. However, after our amazing 10th anniversary 

bash in October, we felt sure you could do with rest….

New Year’s day 2015 we are definitely open for Hair of The 
Dog. Come and join us from midday till 4pm.
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Please Reply To 
Mr M C Braund 
“The Firs 
70 Martins Road 
Keevil, Trowbridge 
Wiltshire, BA14 6NA 
 
Tel        01380 870284 
Mobile  0797 7217985 

                                                                                                          Email   mcbraund.phab@btinternet.com 
 

DEVIZES PHAB  TRANSPORT: 
 

DOOR TO DOOR PHAB SHOPPER BUS SERVICES 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE TRANSPORTED DOOR TO DOOR? 
 

ARE YOU ELDERLY or DISABLED? 
 

 Then this service could be the answer to your Transport Problems.  
 

Our specialist Accessible Minibus Transport Service with Hydraulic Lift or ramp  
Will pick you up from your door and bring you back to your door 
Our driver will even help you carry your shopping to your door. 

An able bodied companion can also join us if required. 
 

We can offer you the following services. 
 

LOCAL DEVIZES SERVICE EVERY THURSDAY 
From Devizes – Urchfont - The Cheverell - Poulshot - Potterne - Rowde - Worton - to Devizes Town Centre 

and Morrisons picking up from 9.00am returning around 12 midday (from Devizes). Return fare £2.00 
 

DEVIZES TO SALISBURY or WILTON SHOPPING VILLAGE & TROWBRIDGE 
Every  FIRST FRIDAY  9.00am returning 2.30pm  from Trowbridge - Return Fare £ 3.00 

Trowbridge  - January - March - May - July - September - November 
 Salisbury         February - April - June - August - October - December.   

 Picking up from Devizes – The Cheverell - Potterne - Rowde - Worton – West and Market Lavington – 
Urchfont and Village on route. 

 

DEVIZES TO SWINDON or OUTLET VILLAGE 
Every  THIRD FRIDAY  9.00am returning 2.30pm  From Swindon - Return Fare £3.00 

Picking up from Devizes - Bishop Canning - Coate - Potterne - Rowde – Worton and villages on route.  
 

For Booking seats and further information please Contact 
 

Tel 01380- 870274 or email mcbraund.phab@btinternet.com 
 

 DOOR to DOOR Service Transporting Elderly - people with disabilities & mobility problems  
also your companions 

 
***************************** 

We are also able to provide transport for clubs etc which operate for NON Profit ie charity or club 
Our Accessible minibuses can accommodate up to 16 passengers 

 
Any distance travelled at reasonable rates. 

 
PLEASE CONTACT AS ABOVE. 

 

Devizes & District 
P.H.A.B. 

PHYSICALLY DISABLED AND ABLE BODIED 
Registered Charity No. 282543 
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 738691

Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery
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Local News

ROWDE’S SAM WINS BAKE OFF!

On 15th November 9 years old Sam Briggs 
from Rowde won the Best Children’s entry 
in the Great Bromham Bake Off. He was 
presented with his award by Great British Bake 
Off contestant Enwezor Nzegwu who had 
cycled from Portsmouth to Bromham to judge 
the best Children’s cake and raise money for 
Children in Need.

BBC Wiltshire covered the bake off at the 
Bromham Social Centre and featured the event 
on BBC Radio Wiltshire. Pudsey was also there 
and was a great hit with children and adults alike.
HELD: MAN ACCUSED OF ROWDE 
BURGLARY
A man who is accused of burgling a house 
in Rowde has been remanded in custody by 
a judge. 
Jamie Baines, 22, is said to have stolen a 
Honda motorcycle in the alleged raid on 
the property in Elm Close on Wednesday, 
September 10. 

No charge was formally put to Baines, from 
Bristol, and he did not enter a plea during the 
brief hearing at Swindon Crown Court recently. 
Judge Peter Blair QC adjourned the case 
to Friday, January 2, and remanded him in 
custody until then. 
TRIBUTE TO THE AIR AMBULANCE 
HEROES WHO KEPT ROWDE MAN ALIVE
Prison officer Gary Maslin from Rowde was at 
the sandwich counter in Sainsbury’s in Devizes 
when he had his heart attack. 
He was driven to the WAA base at police 
headquarters, airlifted to Frenchay Hospital in 
Bristol and then driven by ambulance to the 
specialist Bristol Heart Institute. 
Mr Maslin said: “When I was taken out of the 
ambulance into the helicopter, the paramedic 
said to me, ‘That’s what your taxes paid for, 
now you’re going into charity’. That will always 
stick with me. 
“The air ambulance, all the paramedics, and 
the staff at Sainsbury’s were absolutely brilliant. 
They saved my life.”
THEFTS FROM SHEDS IN ROWDE
Three separate incidents of thefts from garden 
sheds have been reported recently. Various 
items were stolen including two strimmers worth 
£140 and £120. Please be aware of this and 
make sure your sheds and outbuildings are well 
secured and consider fitting an alarm.
ROWDE SCHOOL SAYS AU REVOIR 
TO TEACHER
French teacher Jayne Andrews-Wheeler has said 
au revoir to the school where she has taught for 
34 years with a tea party with a Gallic twist. 
Staff and pupils at Rowdeford School special 
school, in Rowde, all dressed in red, white and 
blue, wore berets and put onions around their 
necks to surprise the 57-year-old. 
She said: “It was a complete surprise to me. It 
was really lovely.” 
She joined the school a year after leaving 
teacher training college and originally worked 
as a house mother to some of the boarders. 
She then became a teacher of general subjects 
before moving to her speciality of French. 
At the party, where French-style cupcakes, 
croissants and pains au chocolat were served, 
Mrs Andrews-Wheeler was presented with 
gardening vouchers and so many bouquets of 

Sam, Enwezor and the winning cake

Source - Gazette & Herald

Enwezor tasting Sam’s cake whilst being 
interviewed by BBC Wiltshire’s Graham Rogers 
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flowers she had to go and buy extra vases for 
her Rowde home. 
Also saying a temporary goodbye were deputy 
head Emma Rossiter and science teacher Claire 
Brown who have gone on maternity leave.
CHRISTMAS TREATS AT 
ROWDEFORD SCHOOL

Three days of shopping for Christmas from 
local atists and designer-makers on 21st to 
23rd November at Rowdeford School raised 
£1,072 for Rowdeford Charity Trust towards 
their new building programme’. 

Visitors were ‘treated’ to mulled wine, mince pies 
and delicious food by local caterers ‘Radish’. 

From left, Claire Brown, Jayne Andrews-Wheeler, 
Emma Rossiter and headteacher Ingrid Sidmouth
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ROWDE SETS A RECORD!
During November, volunteers from Rowde have 
been working at weekends under the direction 
of Paul Millard, Wiltshire Council’s Rights of 
Way Warden, to construct our new footpath. 
The work has involved opening up gaps in 
hedges, putting in kissing gates and bridges 
and cutting back vegetation.  

Paul is used to working with volunteer groups 
and was amazed that in one day the volunteers 
had erected not the usual 2 kissing gates but 
3!!! He said it was certainly a record!!!  

The new path starts where the Marsh Lane 
footpath, coming towards Rowde from the 
locks, crosses the track going up to the Caen 
Hill cafe. It goes through the Jubilee Wood 
parallel to Marsh Lane then follows the edge of 

Local News

the field running at the back of Hft and beside 
Rowde Academy School. The path comes out 
on Devizes Road opposite the Rowdey Cow. 
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The path takes walkers across land owned by 
the Canal and River Trust and Wiltshire Council. 
The landowners have given permission for a 
permissive footpath. This means that access 
may be withdrawn if walkers or their dogs stray 
onto the agricultural land beside the path.

Join us for the official opening of the path on 
Sunday 7 December. Meet at the Marsh Lane 
end of the track going up to the Caen Hill Cafe 
at 1.45. Walk the new path to the Rowdey Cow 
for refreshments.
FIRE CREWS TACKLE ROWDE 
FLAT BLAZE
On 26th November firefighters tackled a fire in 
Rowde in an upstairs flat in Springfield Road.

Passers-by noticed the fire at around 9am. Two 
other flats were evacuated while Wiltshire Fire 
and Rescue Service crews were on their way 
from Devizes. The flat was empty at the time 
and the male owner was told about the fire, 
which gutted it. No one was injured and the fire 
was under control by about 10am. Fire services 
were on the scene until 11am, damping down 
and securing the flat.

Damage was done to the roof along with water 
damage to the flat below. There was also 
smoke damage to the surrounding flats and 
houses backing onto the property.
CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS AT ROWDE 
COURT STUDIOS

There was a steady stream of visitors to Ann 
Swan’s Christmas Open Studio in Marsh 
Lane on 15th and 16th November. 
Shoppers from near and far were able to 
buy early Christmas presents from Ann’s 
wonderful range of botanical artwork, giftware 
and jewellery.
And Alan’s mince pies and mulled wine went 
down well with donations going to Rowdeford 
Charity Trust. 

A fire crew at the smoke filled flats in Springfield Road 
(photo by Stephen Payne)
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CAR PARKING REVIEW
The review focuses on car parking charges 
and management, with the potential use of 
new technologies and the future role of local 
communities. The review also covers other 
aspects such as parking standards, first hour 
free parking and other charging exemptions.
We encourage people to respond 
to the review through our website                                      
http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal.  Hard 
copies of the background information will also 
be available at local libraries and the main 
council office.
The consultation is open from now until the  
16th January 2015.
REMEMBERANCE DAY PARTY

Local News

We recently held a Rememberance Day party at 
my home in Springfield Road in Rowde. I never 
forget World War 1 or World War 2  and now 
have many items from that era. This is how we 
remembered our fallen heroes and these pictures 
are of my family at the party. I hope you like them.
Kim Topp
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STOP PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM THE G&D
January will see some major but exciting 
changes at the G&D. Chippy has been offered 
a wonderful job, full time, and will be returning 
to Soho House, London.
He will, however, retain ownership of the pub 
which will be run and managed by a highly 
experienced General Manager, Paul Smith, 
whom Chippy has known for 20 years. Amy 
has had a fantastic year with The G&D and 
has now been promoted to Manager and will 
be responsible for the day to day running of the 
front of house and our cooking super star Tom, 
will head up the kitchen. Paul, Amy and Tom 
will have continuing excellent support from Mo, 
Mark, Sarah, Jack, Annie, Bella, Arthur & Ben. 
Phil & Mich will still live here in Rowde and look 
forward to being a part of the village and the 
pub but on the other side of the bar!. Phil will 
also be seeing many of you through his Sports 
Massage Clinic if you are that brave!.
You won’t be able to get rid of Chippy that 
easily either as he will be here as much as he 
can on his days off from London. He will also 
continue to work with Mich who will be focusing 
on their bespoke outside Catering Company 
‘George Goes Out’ which already has an 
excellent reputation for weddings and all types 
of celebrations and which we are looking to 
expand in the future.
This is a massive change for us all and we 
would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
all for your custom, friendship and support 
throughout the last 10 years.
We hope you will be as excited as we are about 
this news both for the George & Dragon and for 
the three of us and we look forward to seeing 
you in the pub and around the village.
Phil, Mich & Chippy

STEWSDAY
On November 4th, I was asked to help with 
Stewsday as I had helped a bit with the harvest 
lunch. After school I went to Gavin Mosses 
house to help with the making and preparing 
for Stewsday. Gavin, me and Tayte first had to 
finish off the Chicken tagine, Chicken and spicy 
cassoulet - which was one of my favourites, 
Lancashire hotpot, Beef stew, and a corn Thai 
green curry. Me and Tayte did most of the Thai 
green curry which involved cutting up lots of 
vegetables, frying the corn and adding coconut 

milk. We also had to add lots of spices like 
coriander to give it flavour.
The Stewsday started at half past six so we 
had to make a few trips in the car to get all the 
dishes to the church on time and heated up (no 
one wants cold stew). When we got there we 
had to set up all the plates and knife and forks, 
we put out a basket of bread for people to mop 
up sauce.

At about quarter to seven most people were 
there so we started to serve up. I was in charge 
of the rice and corn curry and loads of people 

Local News
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loved the curry, not just vegetarians! Of all the 
dishes people tried, I think the beef stew was 
the favourite. Everyone loved all the stews and 
kept on saying how good and tasty it was. Then 
after everyone had eaten I tried a bit of the 
cassoulent, it was amazing, the spicy sausage 
was my favourite. All in all the night was very 
successful and after the stews we had lots of 
puddings which were all lovely.
PS: Whoever made the banana cheesecake, it 
was absolutely amazing!!
Joe Dilling    

ROWDE COMMUNITY SPEED 
WATCH AREA
I thought I would give residents an update on 
where we are at with Speed Watch. 
I went out for 8 o’clock one  morning to a local 
village to see how their  scheme  operated and 
was more than surprised to see two young 
ladies operating the camera, (by young I mean 
less that half my age!) surprised because I 
thought of such schemes as being run by 
pensioners. These young ladies whilst being 
very careful and capable had  a sense of 
humour, and were competing to see who wore 
the large Sheriff’s badge which was awarded to 
the person who caught the most for the day,  or 
caught the person driving through their village 
at the highest speed. As soon as they had 
finished they went off to work! It was certainly 
an eye opener for me.
So as a reminder to you all you only have to be 
over 18 as opposed to over 65 to take part in 
the scheme and it could well be possible to take 
part before you go off to work.
Most if not all families in Rowde should by now 
have seen the article in the Magazine as well as 
parents who received a similar article circulated 
by the local school, (big thanks to Alan at the 
Magazine and to the School for their much 
appreciated help). Unfortunately the training 
evening later this month is full and Chris and I 
were lucky to be included. (The training event 
is not just for persons on the Rowde scheme). 
The next training session will be in January so if 
there are any more volunteers out there please 
let me know ASAP so that I can get your name 
passed on to the relevant parties.
Tony Jeffries
wajeffries888@gmail.com
01380 729989

OBITUARY
Alice Mary Wiltshire
Alice Mary Wiltshire 
died in the Royal United 
Hospital, Bath after a 
short illness on October 
19, aged 92.
She leaves behind 
husband of 71 years, 
Alf, son Alan, two 
grandchildren, Alison 
and Andrew, and a great 
grandson, Oliver, ten.
Mrs Wiltshire was born in Marsh Cottage, St Edith’s 
Marsh, Bromham in 1922. She was an only child 
and was always known as Mary, but because her 
initials would have spelt ‘Mad’ with a maiden name 
of Davis, her first name was officially Alice.
Mrs Wiltshire met her husband Alf, 92, at a 
wartime dance in the Cross Keys pub in Rowde 
in 1940. In 1942 Mr Wiltshire was called up 
into the Armed Forces serving in the RAF 
Regiment. He returned home in June 1943 on 
a seven-day pass and the couple were married 
that same week in St Nicholas Church.
Mrs Wiltshire worked for the Foxhangers 
Laundry and then for Harris’s until the couple’s 
only child Alan was born in 1948. She then 
worked as a dinner lady at St Nicholas School 
in Bromham for 26 years.
Mrs Wiltshire was always interested in 
gardening and Mr Wiltshire has put their long 
lives down to eating organic food from the 
garden. Other hobbies included the village 
bingo and crosswords and Mrs Wiltshire 
danced all of her life apart from the last few 
years due to her health. Mr Wiltshire said: “She 
had a good busy active life and she enjoyed 
every minute of it; everyone loved Mary.”
Her funeral was held at West Wiltshire 
Crematorium in Semington on November 
6 followed by a celebration of her life at               
St Nicholas Church, Bromham.
Donations should go to the Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance.
...and from 25 years ago:
A survey has shown only 3,100 vehicles would 
use a bypass from the A361 near Bishops 
Cannings to the bottom of Caen Hill at Rowde. 
“Very substantial volumes of traffic would 
therefore remain in Devizes,” said highways 
director David Gardner.



Page 45Rowde Village News   December 2014 & January 2015  
photographs by Alan Watters

Local News

FOOTBALL
Rowde’s unbeaten run continues 
On Sunday 2nd November two goals in the final 
quarter at home to FC North Wiltshire earned 
Rowdey Cow Rowde a nervy 2-0 victory, Bradley 
Whitbread’s fierce drive breaking the deadlock 
and Matt Lever’s late finish sealing the win.

‘Matt Lever’s late finish sealed the win’
On Sunday 9th November, after suffering their 
first loss of the season last weekend, North Star 
slumped to a second successive defeat, second 
division Rowdey Cow Rowde beating their first 
division opponents 3-1 to book their place in the 
last 16 of the Eric Hughes Memorial Knockout Cup.  
Bradley Whitbread (twice) and Josh Scott being on 
target for Rowde. Mickey Taraskevics replied for 
Star but also missed a penalty.
And on 16th November Rowde held the division 
leaders Worton & Cheverell to a 2-2 draw at Sands 
Lane, in a match that was a great advert for the 
Sunday League. For Worton, who beat Rowde 
earlier in the season, the draw saw them stretch 
their unbeaten start to 10 matches. Danny Williams 
and Matt Minnis scored for the leaders with Aaron 
Chivers and Rory Collins finding the net for Rowde.
....and from 10 Years Ago ....
Pupils go Dutch for tournament
A group of young Rowde footballers know exactly 
how the England national team feel after they 
suffered a last-minute defeat to France in their own 
version of Euro 2004.
The Rowde Primary School side, made up of ten 
and 11-year-olds, took part in Team Bath’s mini 
Euro 2004 competition at the University of Bath 
on Tuesday. Ten schools from the South West 
were invited to take part and were drawn sides to 
represent from the real-life tournament out of a hat.
Rowde were given the honour of representing the 
Netherlands and they swept through their group 
stage without losing a game.
They defeated the Czech Republic (Sefton Park 
Junior School, Bristol) 2-0 and drew 1-1 with 
England (St Anne’s Park Primary, Bristol) then they 
thrashed Russia (Bathampton Primary) 4-0 to book 
their place in the semi-finals.
Rowde were drawn to face France (St Philips 
Primary, Bath) in the semi-finals and had a 
chance to avenge their England heroes’ defeat to 
France on Sunday. But the match went the same 
way with France coming back from 1-0 behind to 
win 2-1 with a winning goal ten seconds from the 
end of extra-time.
Rowde’s Ruud Van Nistelrooy and Patrick 
Kluivert hot-shots proved to be Owen Alsop and 
Sophie Wright who top-scored with four and two 
goals respectively.Acrobatics from Matt Lever to clear the danger

Fast and furious play against North Wiltshire

A near miss by Rowde early in the second half
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Local News

Dear Villager,
Rowde Village Fete and Scarecrow Trail 
Saturday 4th July 2015 12 - 4pm
The village Fete committee  are starting 
preparations and planning for next years Fete 
and Scarecrow Trail.  We really hope to repeat 
the success of this summer which was a most 
enjoyable day for the whole village.
I am writing to you as a Resident, local group or 
business to let you know of the date for next years 
Fete in case you would like to be involved.  In 
essence the Fete is a village party and we would like 
all the Village groups represented.
Last year we made £500 for Devizes Opportunity 
Centre.  And the School and other stall holders all 
raised funds for their own causes.  This year we 
would like to raise funds for a Rowde based project, 
if you have any suggestions please let us know, 
suggestions so far are for a Rowde Bonfire and 
Fireworks night or the Village Shop for example.
Stalls for the Fete will be free to any village based 
group although a £10 donation to the running 
costs of the fete would be appreciated, Groups 
can keep their own takings and it is an excellent 
way of raising funds.  Stalls for external groups or 
commercial businesses have a charge of £15.  
We will be running as many of the same stalls 
and events from last year’s fete as possible and 
need volunteers to help on the day. If you can man 
the bar, BBQ, sell raffle tickets or run one of the 
children’s games, for any amount of time, please get 
in touch.  This year we will also be having the Royal 
Wootton Bassett Silver Band and a Puppet show.  
We are also in need of any Gazebos and outdoor 
tables and chairs.
We would like to have a ‘Made in Rowde’ 
section of the fete for any local produce, crafts or 
interactive stalls (if you have a skill you could teach 
or share).  We really need someone to lead on this, 
please let us know if you are willing to be involved.
The committee will meet on the 1st Wednesday 
of the month in the Church 7.30pm. (dates below) 
come along or give your details to the Fete 
Secretary at anytime, contact details below.
Wednesday 5th Nov, 7th Jan, 4th Feb, 4th Mar, 1st 
Apr, 6th May 3rd Jun.
If you are interested in running a stall, making 
or hosting a Scarecrow please fill out the form 
opposite or visit the Rowde village website 
to download one and either email to the Fete 
secretary, drop it off at the Shop or through the 
Secretary’s door.
I look forward to hearing form you,
Lorna Freemantle
Email; lorna@matthewfreemantle.com
Mobile; 07801352539
Address; 6 Scholars Park, SN10 2AH
Village web page; http://www.rowdevillage.org

ROWDE VILLAGE FETE 
AND SCARECROW 

TRAIL 2015

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural	Stone

Call	Mike	Foster	on	-	01380	720987	-	Mobile:	07835	213112
Email:	mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web:	mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call	for	a	free	quotation
Fully	insured,	quality	workmanship

Fitting	-	Supply	-	Design	Services	for	Floor	and	Wall	Tiling

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of your 
Rowde Village News in any way or would like 
to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss 
any magazine issues then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   
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Rowde Scarecrow Trail 4th and 5th  July 2015 10.30 – 5.30 daily
Scarecrow application form

Anyone is welcome to build a Scarecrow, the theme for your scarecrow will 
be issued to you. Each Scarecrow will be designated a position along the 
route shown below. They will be on display between Saturday and Sunday.  
They will need to be in position by 0930 Saturday 4th July 2015.

       

I would like to build a scarecrow;

Name .................................. Email ................................. Phone ........................
Please indicate if you will need assistance in transporting your scarecrow to 
its display position which will be issued to you.
I live along the route and will be happy to host a Scarecrow

Name .................................. Address .................................................................
Email ......................................................... Phone .............................................
Please submit this form by 30 Apr 2015 by email to the Fete Secretary             
Lorna@matthewfreemantle.com or hard copy to Rowde Village Shop or Rowde 
Primary Academy reception.

Rowde Village Fete 4th July 2015  12 - 4pm
Stall application form

Stall Name ...............................................................................................................................
CONTACT DETAILS
Stall holders Name ..................................................................................................................
Email .......................................................................    Phone number ....................................
STALL DETAILS
Number of Pitches ........... (pitch size approx 3m/ 9ft x 3m/9ft)    Table required? YES / NO
(it will assist the organisers if you can provide you own, if not possible please indicate how 
many tables you require, we have access to 5 and 6ft tables) .........................
Will you be bringing a Generator or any other extra equipment such as tentage etc (please 
list with dimensions if applicable)
EVENT DETAILS
Location;  St Matthews Church Playing field.
Charge; Free for village organisations and charities (donation to running costs 
appreciated)   £15 for commercial stalls
Set up times;
If you require to drive vehicles onto the playing field please arrive by 10 am on the day
Vehicles to be clear of the field by 11am
All stalls to be set up by 11.30 am
Please submit this form to the Fete Secretary Lorna@matthewfreemantle.com or 
hard copy to Rowde Village Shop or through Secretary’s door (6 Scholars park).

And all side roads and 
cul-d-sacs leading off 
these roads

Rowde 
Court Rd

Sands Lane

Marsh Lane

Cross 
Keys

Cock Road and 
Bunnies Lane

High Street
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Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 720113

or  07968 634689

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly fruit and/
or veg box supplied by your village 

shop (local produce where possible)?
Please pop in or phone 01380 739 800

Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2014
Ensuite Rooms from £50 single 

and £70 double
Inclusive of Full English Breakfast menu 
using our own eggs
Also guest lounge, free use of Sauna, 
WiFi and POD Point Electric car charger
Walkers and cyclists welcome
Tel: 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

www.vinecottagebb.co.uk

www.facebook.com/
vinecottagebb

CHRISTMAS FAIR
Wide Range of Stalls, Santa’s Grotto 
(free), Refreshments & lots more at 

THE CORN EXCHANGE
SATURDAY 6th DECEMBER 2014

9.00a.m. to 2.30p.m.
PROFITS DONATED TO LOCAL GOOD 

CAUSES
WE WILL COLLECT ANY UNWANTED 

ITEMS IN GOOD CONDITION
Toys, bikes, games, jigsaws, sports 

goods, electrical goods, books, tools, 
garden and small items of furniture, 

kitchen utensils, unwanted gifts, 
records, CDs, videos, bric-a-brac etc.

We regret we cannot accept 
televisions, computer monitors or 

large items of furniture (beds, settees, 
wardrobes etc)

but we would be pleased to accept 
any donations or gifts of bottles 

(unopened!) to help raise more money 
for charitable causes.

Collections during November arranged
by ringing ANY of the following 

Devizes numbers 
722188, 727061, 724347, 721942, 722893
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HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191

WANTED
Assistant Organist and/or Pianist

To support our current organist and the musical life at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde, 
near Devizes, on an occasional basis

The William Sweetland organ was built in 1881, a piano is also available.
We have an enthusiastic choir and a new Benefice junior choir has been formed 
recently. Expenses can be paid: remuneration and the number of services per 

month are negotiable. To find out more or to express interest please phone         
Mrs Nicola Brown on 01380  722406

Rowde Road Runners meet weekly at the 
George & Dragon. We now have a dozen 
members who participate in a gentle run each 
Sunday morning. We have two or three easy 
routes that can be 3, 4 or 6 miles long. If you 
fancy a quiet friendly jog on Sunday mornings, 
please come and join us. For more information, 
please call Chippy at the G&D, 01380 723 053.

We meet every Sunday at 9.30am
in the George & Dragon car park

Rowde Runners
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641
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CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD
INCORPORATING

THOMAS FREE & SONS of MARLBOROUGH & PEWSEY

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MEMORIAL SERVICE

Combining modern technology with traditional values
TELEPHONE: 01380 722500 or 01672 512110 24HR

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
  Directors:  Charles, Paula and Philip Winchcombe

Registered office: Winchcombe House, 37 New Park Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1DT

Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on alternate Mondays, from 3.20pm to 3.50pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Mondays):
December 1st & 15th, January 12th & 26th, 
February 9th & 23rd, March 9th & 23rd.

4
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:   01225 713000
Parking:   01380 734812
Pest control:   01380 734721
Planning:   01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages: 
    01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence)    
  Freephone:  0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:01225 777234
School admissions:  01225 713010
School special educational needs:  
    01225 718095
School transport:  01225 713004
Social care – adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care – children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk
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Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cardsw to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We	make	a	wide	range	of	Jams,	Chutneys	and	Marmalades
Orders	taken	for	Celebration	Cakes	or	Sugar	Craft	Flowers
We	also	sell	delicious	Shortbread,	Handmade	Chocolates	

and	many	other	seasonal	treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We	produce	our	own	Apple	Juice	from	the	orchards	here	
at	Furlong	Close.			Food	miles	-	ZERO!		Give	it	a	try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A	beautiful	wheelchair	accessible	space	to	hire,	with	or	
without	catering,	for	Meetings,	Parties,	Training	Courses,	etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069

Wiltshire Mind

Your  Local Ment al Health Chari ty



Page 54 December 2014 & January 2015   Rowde Village News   

Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: sales@stat-cup.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk
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LETTERS
TO EVERYONE
I would like to say I am not giving Christmas  
cards this year as I am donating to Dorothy 
House Hospice instead. Have a happy and 
prosperous Christmas and NewYear.
Kind Regards, Gordan Underwood 
TO FRIENDS IN THE VILLAGE
Warmest wishes for a very Happy Christmas 
& all the best for 2015!!
In lieu of cards a donation is going to the 
Spinal Injuries Trust, Salisbury who assist 
people with spinal cord injury, enabling 
greater independence and quality of life. 
Mel and Laura
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS
Peter and Wendy wish all their friends in the 
village a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year.
As usual we will be making a donation to 
Help for Heroes instead of sending out cards.
Pete and Wendy Williams
CAROL SINGING 
On Monday 8th December there will be Carol 
singing around the Village. This will be lead 
by St Matthew’s Church choir but everyone is 
welcome to join us – the more the merrier.
We will meet at St Matthew’s Church for a 
6.00 pm start, children must be accompanied 
by an adult and please bring torch. 
We will make our way around the village 
hopefully singing to as many people as 
possible. We aim to finish back at the Church 
by approximately 7.30 pm where there will be 
refreshments for everyone.
Jane
POPPIES IN ROWDE
Thank you to everyone who made poppies 
and displayed them around Rowde. The 
village looked fantastic. Although the 
focus was to commemorate the start of 
World War 1, the poppies were a poignant 
reminder of all those who have lost their 
lives fighting for their country. We hope you 
enjoyed the Poppy Trail and worked out that 
rearranging the letters on the poppies you 
found the phrase ‘the poppy is a symbol of 
remembrance’. It certainly was in Rowde!
Lorraine Colquhoun, John Rees and 
Jackie Bawden
WHAT A WONDERFUL DISPLAY
May we offer our congratulations to the people 
who organised the brilliant display of poppies 

around the village this year. It was an inspired 
decision and has been taken up by so many in 
the village. We should all be very proud. 
WELL DONE ROWDE
Peter and Wendy Williams
FANTASTIC IDEA AND WONDERFUL 
DISPLAY
What a fantastic idea the Poppy Trail was and 
what a wonderful display of poppies marked the 
route. Who would have thought that such a simple 
theme could inspire such variety; everything 
from a single poppy to a display inspired by the 
installation at the Tower of London!  
I spent a very happy afternoon following 
the trial with my grandchildren who 
enthusiastically searched for poppies and 
were very excited when we discovered a 
letter! I’m pleased to say we found them all 
and were able to complete the phrase.  
Many thanks to Jackie and her team and to 
all who displayed poppies.
Susan Cannings
POPPY APPEAL 2014
On behalf of the Royal British  Legion I would 
like to thank all who collected and donated 
- WHAT A RESULT!  The Grand Total is 
£1248.36.
Thank you,
W.G. Stevens (Village Organizer)
MERRY CHRISTMAS
Wishing you all a merry, peaceful Christmas.
Lorraine Schwarz
Senior TA, Rowdeford School
MAGICAL 2015
May I take this opportunity of wishing you all 
the very best for a magical 2015.
Jack Stephens  www.jackstephens.co.uk
CAN YOU HELP FIND TINA POUND?
Dear Readers,
My mum has asked me if I could help her find 
a lady called Tina Pound (maiden name). She 
used to live at Tower View in Rowde many 
years ago and then moved to Aylesbury as a 
child. Her mum was called Mabel Pound and 
her father had passed away when she was 
young. She would be approx. 50yrs old now 
and she used to go on holiday to Bowleaze 
Cove in Weymouth. If there is anyone who 
has any information or can help in anyway I 
would really appreciate it. Please contact me 
at suemarywestrupp@hotmail.co.uk or call 
me on 07880 344004.
Many thanks, Laura
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THANKS FOR SUPPORT AFTER FIRE
We have some very dear friends who have 
helped us and still are with their support 
either through talking to us through difficult 
days, even better using their trade skills to 
help us resolve other problems, some even 
brought food in on the day of the fire and 
following day, this was greatly accepted and 
thanked especially from our ever hungry 
family. To all of you who called in and rang 
up, your kindness has overwhelmed us. 
Thank you all for your support.
Thank You from Debbie, Martin, Philip and 
Edward Handy, West End Farm
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Please would you kindly put the following in 
your next parish magazine edition:
White Horse Opera’s Christmas 
Concert will be on Wednesday 17th 
December at 7.30pm in St John’s 
Church Devizes.
Lovely music including a large number of 
pieces from Handel’s Messiah, conducted by 
our new Music Director Roland Melia.
Tickets £9 to include mulled wine and 
mince pies are on sale now at Devizes 
Books 01380-725944 and online at                    
www.whitehorseopera.ticketsource.co.uk
Thanking you and best wishes,
Barbara Gompels
SUPER SPREAD OF POPPIES
Thank you so much for the super spread of 
poppies in the magazine. We have really 
achieved the aim of raising awareness of WW1. 
Jackie Bawden
STEWSDAY WAS GREAT!
Dear all,
Stewsday was great yet again. Many thanks to 
Gavin and all who helped in any way. We look 
forward to the events next year!
Best wishes
John Rees
STEWSDAY 
Thank you to all of you who came along to Stewsday.
It was a brilliant evening again and it was lovely 
to have some new faces in the Church, hopefully 
we will see you again at one of our future events.
Special thanks to Sally and ‘The Boys’ for 
helping Gavin with all the cooking and serving 

LETTERS
up, and to everyone that made a pudding. To 
Caroline and Richard for the loan of the tables, 
‘The girls’ and Ehren for helping with the 
serving out of the puddings, and to everyone 
who helped clear up at the end of the evening. 
Without you all we wouldn’t be able to do it.
After costs we made just over £300 which was 
a wonderful result.
Please keep an eye out for out next foodie 
events – Stewsday next February 2015 (date 
to be arranged) and our two consecutive 
Spanish nights which will be in May 2015 
(again date to be arranged)
Look forward to seeing you all again soon
Jane and Gavin
INTEREST IN A WHIST CLUB?
Hi, I was thinking of starting a whist club/drive 
in the village somewhere, maybe weekly or 
fortnightly. Could you please ask in the mag for 
a helper and an idea of how many would be 
interested in attending by ringing or emailing me.
Thanks,
Robin Myerscough Tel: 01380 729319
Email: jandrandh@icloud.com
HELPING VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE
I’m spreading the word for this local group who 
have set up a FB page and are in the process 
of registering as a charity. Initially they set 
out to help one family they heard about, but 
this has had the snowball effect and they are 
hearing of more and more families who have 
had to flee the family home with nothing but 
the clothes they stood up in.
Their aim is to help families leaving refuges 
to set up new homes in what are often empty 
shells and are after any household items - 
from furniture to fridges to forks and everything 
else in-between that doesn’t begin with an ‘f’
They are happy to collect any unwanted items.
http://hvdv.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HelpDvvictims/
Sue
p.s.  with Christmas just around the corner 
they are making up Shoe Boxes for all 
members of the family and have various 
drop off points
AND FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM....
We hope that all Rowde Village News readers have 
a very merry but peaceful Christmas and that 2015 
brings you all you wish for.
Alan, Suzan, Julie and Jan
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LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044

Things you may not think 
your village shop stocks:

•  Guinea pig and rabbit food/                   
    bedding
•  Tomato juice
•  Tabasco Sauce
•  Pickled eggs
•  Capers
•  Chick peas
•  Mini torch

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying 

and laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 

into the school office between 
the hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm

PLEASE 
REMEMBER

to mention where 
you saw the 

advert when you 
contact any of our 

advertisers!
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FREE Classified Ads

How to advertise here for FREE:
If	you	live	locally	and	have	an	item	to	sell	then	just	
contact	Julie	on	juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk	or	
telephone	07796690413,	giving	a	brief	description	
of	the	item,	the	amount	you	would	like	for	it,	and	a	
contact	telephone	number	(name	optional).	‘Wanted’	
ads	also	accepted.	Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

BUY IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS
Girls toys including Bratz, Polly Pocket, Barbie 
Fairytopia and more
All in good condition and in plastic storage 
boxes.
Tel Kerry 01380 721637 or text 07974935248 

FOR SALE
Matching single duvet covers (2) and curtains 
(54”w x54”Drop)
Excellent condition, Plum/cream/beige stripe. 
Co-ordinating valance and fitted sheet also 
available.
All from NEXT last year.
£20 for the lot! Absolute bargain.
Plum coloured Glass Bedside Lamp  with 
plumb satin shade £5.00
2 x children’s black wooden chairs from IKEA. 
Perfect for your toddler just starting to sit at the 
dinner table with you!
Just like a kitchen chair but smaller seat and 
higher.
£3.00 each.
Girls Monsoon Beige Duffle coat
Beautiful coat and excellent condition.
Age 10-11 £8.00
Girls Next Grey/Silver Duffle Coat
Fantastic coat and excellent condition.
Age 11-12 £8.00
Girls M&S Blue Thermal Duffle Coat
Very thick warm coat, excellent condition.
Age 11-12 £8.00
Call Julie on 07796 690413

FOR SALE - Local Cards for Charity
Christmas Cards with snow covered views 
from in and around Rowde.
Available in the Village Shop or the Rowdey 
Cow now! 
Or contact Alan on 07886870053 or 
watters.alan@gmail.com for a quote on 
larger quantity packs of cards or personalised 
versions with your address etc printed inside!

FOR SALE
Chicken (or rabbit) run - high quality, high 
grade wire.  Run attaches to coop or cage 
at one end. 2 opening doors and one lift up 
lid area.
75cm (height) x 137.5cm (length) x 82.5cm 
(width)  Original cost £69
Cover for chicken/rabbit run, high quality, 
clear with added UHV protection.  145cm x 
100cm.  Original cost £18.95
Both items above only used for 2 months 
so in excellent condition and fully 
transportable.
Metal chicken feeder and metal chicken 
water feeder.  Both well used but still very 
usable!  Some chicken food and grit.
Offers please.  Tel: 01380 724408

FOR SALE
Canon I-Sensys L120 Laser fax/printer
G3 modem, 3 sec per page
340 page memory. In box never used
£40 Ono 
Phone 01380 850312

FOR SALE
1. Papoose back carrier with sun canopy 
£25.00
2. Karrimor back carrier/papoose, fully 
adjustable, padded carrier with frame that 
adjust to stand on floor. £30.00
Contact - 07976879984
FOR SALE
Single divan fold up bed used once £15.00
Two single maroon velvet head boards 
£15.00 (for the pair but will separate) very 
good condition
Two single maroon and white single duvet 
covers and pillow cases £3.00 per set (as new)
Maroon lined curtains very good condition 
69” length 66” width with tie backs £8.00 
per pair.
Small bedside cabinet mahogany £7.00
All in very good condition
Please contact 726394
FOR SALE (NEED SPACE)
Several antique dining chairs in very good 
condition. Please phone Ann or Alan 
on 724788 to view then make offer 
or email watters.alan@gmail.com for 
photographs.
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 117914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

Mini Sudoku (medium this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (easy this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

4 5 6 3 1 2
3 1 2 6 5 4
5 2 4 1 3 6
1 6 3 2 4 5
2 5 1 4 6 1
6 4 1 5 2 3

2 3 4 7 6 5 1 8 9
7 5 9 8 2 1 4 6 3
1 8 6 9 4 3 5 2 7
3 4 2 6 9 7 8 5 1
9 1 8 5 3 2 7 4 6
5 6 7 4 1 8 3 9 2
8 2 5 1 7 6 9 3 4
6 9 1 3 5 4 2 7 8
4 7 3 2 8 9 6 1 5

6 5 8 7 9
1 5 6

9 2 1
7 6 8 3

8 1
2 7 4

2 3 6
1 3 2

4 7 9

5 3
1

4 6 5
3 6

1 4
5 4
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
H S Stiles & Son Ltd       17
Rowde Village Shop             various pages

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son      51
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                58
John Stuart Funeral Services        7

TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       54
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      27
Qualified Spanish Teacher         9
Photocopying and Laminating      58
St John’s Adult Education           25
Private Visiting Doctor         5
Autonomy Care and Support Services     25

ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew     26
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          48

HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)               53
House Cleaning (Martina)       26
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      50
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     10
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       48
Adams Renovations                    6
Hestia Soft Furnishings       54
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     50
KFR (Refurbiz - used white goods)     46
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      60
Mike’s Tiling Service        46
Walking With The Grain Ltd (Flooring)     29
Richard Ellis - Tiling, Painting & Decorating    29
Window Cleaner and Home Makeover       36

GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      26
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden      58
Bill Rowell Mowers        30
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       53
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      55

PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:

The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow             51
Vine Cottage B&B            48 & 29
The George & Dragon                 34
The Owl         49

HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     54
Active Plus for over 60s       27
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     52
Beechwood Beauty        60
Wiltshire Mind        53
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      52
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom      30
Parkfields Homoeopathy       26
The Sycamore Centre       48
Clinical Hypnotherapist (Anne Ferguson)      6 
Helen Lee Homeopathy                 27
‘Glow’ Health & Fitness                 32

PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club       52
House/Pet Sitter        49
PetStay         30

MISCELLANEOUS:
Logs and Kindling        46
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       50
Nursery – Townsend Barn       37
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      37 
Rowde Village Website         7
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      53
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    50
Claire Perry         58
4Children         37
The I Team Ironing Service       55
J F Chimney Sweep        61
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of                       

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean,	Reliable	and	Professional	service
Insurance	certificate	supplied	with	each	sweep

Standard Sweep £35
Enquiries	call	James

07849 423883
Email:	jfchimneysweep@outlook.com
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Allotments
Chris	Stevens,	Tel:	01380	738438
Bell Ringing
Friday	evenings,	Bell	Tower,	St	
Matthew’s	Church	at	7pm
Contact	Richard	Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays	8	pm	in	Village	Hall
Book Club
Meets	monthly	-	Ann	Swan	724788
Charities
Rowdeford	Charity	Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St	Matthew’s	C	of	E
Rev.	John	Rees	-	Tel:	859646

Church Choir
Practice	Thursdays	at	7	pm
Nicola	Brown	722406
Church Wardens
Maureen	Hiscocks	Tel:	01380725406
Gavin	Moss	Tel:	01380729160
Clarence
0800 232323
Community Advisor 
Emergency Planning
Yan	Ellis,	Tel:	01380	
729540 or 07818 081737                         
Email:	yanellis1@gmail.com
Doctor
For	list	of	doctors	contact	the	
Health	Commission,	Pans	Lane,	
Devizes,	Tel:	0300	111	5717
Football
John	Dalley,	Tel:	727094
Footpaths
Ben	Bentley	01380	728360
Garage
Slades	of	Rowde	Tel:	01380727936
Good Neighbour Coordinator
Alex	North	07557 922027

Hospital
Devizes	Community	Hospital
Tel:	723511
Ladies Club
Held	in	Village	Hall	on	last	Tuesday	
in	the	month	at	8	pm.
Mrs	Di	Buckland,	Tel:	723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire	Council
Tel:	0300	4560100
Devizes	Town	Council	722160
Parish Council
Chairman	-	Mrs	Jackie	Bawden
Tel:	01380	720856
Clerk	-	Mrs	Rebekah	Jeffries
Tel:	01380	720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Sunny Days Nursery
Contact	Liz	or	Sam	on	01249	
818824 or 01380 723991
Playing Fields
For	playing	field	bookings	
please	contact	the	Parish	
Council	Clerk	on	01380	720988	
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes	Police		Tel:	101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross	Keys,	Tel: 739567
George	&	Dragon,	Tel:	723053
Rowdey	Cow	Cafe,	Tel:	829666
Rifle Club
Practice	Wednesdays,	Matches	
Thursdays	in	Village	Hall.
Mr	E	Bowden,	Tel:	728434
Rowde Court Studios
Ann	Swan,	Tel:	01380	724788	
Rowde Rainbows
Meet:	Tuesdays	6.15	to	7.15	
pm	Contact:	Ailsa	Devon	
01380	850081	/	07966230810										
Email:	ailsa_devon@hotmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy	Williams,	Tel:	721554
Rowde Runners
Meet	Sundays	at	9.30	am	at	the	
G&D.	Chippy,	Tel:	723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries	-	Tel:	07926952631
Bookings	-	722497	(after	6	pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High	Street,	Rowde	SN10	2ND
Head	teacher	-	Lorraine	Colquhoun	
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head	Teacher
Ingrid	Sidmouth	Tel:	850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa	Lancaster,	Tel:	725455
Sewing Circle
Ring	Yvonne	on	01380	728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz	Ibbetson,	Tel: 720630
Flowers	for	all	occasions,	
Weddings,	Funerals	&	
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R	H	Reeves	725072
Toddler Group
Village	Hall	Thursdays	9.30-11.30	
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held	in	Village	Hall	first	Tuesday	in	
the	month	at	2.30	pm.
Mrs	D	Ellis,	Tel:	722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt	-	Tel:	723687
McQueens	-	Tel:	728505
The	Paddock	-	Tel:	813202
Village Shop
Enquiries	-	Tel:	01380	739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk
Tel:	01225	704054
or	contact	Rebekah	by	email	at	
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Youth Clubs
The	‘Rufi’	Club	-	Simon	Hughes,	
Mike	Edmunds	and	Dean	
Faringday.	

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed	below	in	alphabetical	order	are	the	various	village	organisations	with	contact	names	and	telephone	numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in 
the contacts page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com 
or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
5 December Evening Christmas Meal at the Rowdey Cow (see page 30)
5 December Christmas Fair (see page 19)
6 December Xmas Bazaar (see page 22)
6 December Christmas Fair (see page 48)
7 December Official opening of the new path (see page 41)
8 December Carol Singing around the village (see page 56)
10 December Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
14 December Christmas Carols at the George and Dragon 5.30pm (see page 34)
17 December Christmas Concert (see page 12)
20 December Christmas Coffee Morning (see page 12)
26 December Nativity with a twist (see page 2)
14 January Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
31 January Charity Burns Supper (see back page)
11 February Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
11 March Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
15 April Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall (3rd Wednesday due to Easter)
13 May Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
17 May Rowdeford Garden Fair 11am to 3pm
18 May Concert by Devizes town Band in St Matthew’s Church
10 June Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
4 July  Rowde Village Fete and Scarecrow Trail (see pages 46 & 47)
8 July  Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
9 September Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
14 October Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
11 November Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
9 December Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0823 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1430 1550 1630 1720 1800 1835 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0812 0843 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1454 1622 1702 1752 1832 1904
Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0759 0842 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1444 1607 1707 1727 1817 
Devizes Market Place  0735 0805 0853 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1450 1613 1713 1733 1823 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at November 2014

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0830 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1400 1530 1705 1800 1835  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0820 0854 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1424 1602 1737 1832 1904 

Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0814 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1517 1649 1822  
Devizes Market Place  0735 0820 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1523 1655 1828 

Saturday




