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 Draft MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 14th February 2018, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), B Bentley, J Dalley, P Lucas, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies S Mundy 
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert  

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

 B Bentley registered an interest in the planning application for proposed development 
on land at Malthouse Farm (item 9)  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

  There were no updates from the Chair.  

 
 

4. Public Question time  

 A question was asked about the maintenance of the war memorial and who currently 
maintains it. The Clerk will ask Devizes Town Council for details of how they maintain 
their war memorials. There is no urgent action needed on the memorial and it will not 
affect the planted area around the base. The Parish Council wants to ensure that any 
future maintenance is carried out in accordance to listed building regulations.  

 A question was asked about when the double yellow lines will be painted on Marsh 
Lane, as there are increasing problems with cars parking on the junction with the High 
Street.  

 Questions on the proposed development at Malthouse Farm were deferred until item 
9.  

 A request was made for the white road markings to be repainted from the George & 
Dragon pub to West End Farm.  
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5. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting: 10th January 2018 

 Minutes from the Parish Council meeting in January were approved and signed 
(proposed by C. Stevens, seconded by I. Whittaker-Axon. All Councillors were in 
favour). 

 

6. Matters arising & actions taken from meeting on 10th January 2018 

 It was noted that Cllr Cuthbert has not attended a Rowde Parish Council meeting since 
November 2017 (missing three meetings). No apologies have been received. It was 
agreed to write a formal letter to Cllr Cuthbert to request her attendance at these 
meetings and to respond to local residents who have contacted her.   

 The hedge around the large playing field has been cut and the new hawthorn bushes 
have been planted in the hedgerow that borders the allotments.  

 The Clerk wrote to Mr L Plumb to thank him for painting the benches on The Hill.  

 The Clerk has received a third quote for the playgrounds repairs. Unfortunately, some 
details of the quote need further clarification. The matter will be adjourned to the next 
Parish Council meeting.  

 The Clerk submitted a request for the Parish Steward to weed and clear the drains from 
the High Street towards the Primary school.  

 Wiltshire Council has re-sited the bin from Marsh Lane, which was situated at the 
junction with the road to the Caen Hill locks car park, to the High Street, opposite 
Rowde Primary School.  

 The Clerk was asked to contact Fiona Waind, from Wiltshire Council regarding the 
missing item of play equipment in the Silverlands Play area.  
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7. Wiltshire Council update 
Keep Britain Tidy is launching another ‘Great British Spring Clean’ campaign, which will take 
place from 2nd – 4th March 2018. It is a campaign which aims to bring people across the 
country together to clear up litter. Wiltshire Council is supporting the initiative.  

 It was noted that Rowde has its own litter collector who keeps our village tidy. There 
was no local support to be involved in the national campaign.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Village Events 
Plans for this year’s village fete and change of Committee 

 L Wills has recently met with C Stevens and L Stewart. L Stewart has stood down from 
the Committee but will continue to support the fete as a stall holder.  

 The previous fete committee had agreed to donate money towards play equipment for 
the small playing field. This money will be donated shortly.  

 A date has been set for the fete to be held on Saturday 30th June 2018. It is thought 
that this date will not clash with other local events. It is hoped that the fete will turn 
into a community gathering with a ‘Rowde’s got Talent’ event taking place in the early 
evening.  

 L Wills is in the process of writing to all of the village organisations to ask if they would 
like to be involved. Also, the Brass Band and the Chippenham Sea Cadets have been 
contacted. It will be National Armed forces day and the Chippenham Sea Cadets have 
recently won an award for unarmed marching. It is also hoped that there will be a fun 
run and possible involvement from the archery club.   

 The fete committee is looking for new members.  Anyone is welcome to attend the 
committee meetings. They will be held on the first Monday of every month, in the 
Cross Keys skittle alley.  

Discussion and decision on entry into the Best Kept Village competition 2018 

 It was agreed that the village should enter the competition again. The Clerk will submit 
the application by 20th April 2018. The first round judging will take place between 14th 
May – 10th June.  

 The Parish Council has set a date of 29th April, from 10am for a village clean-up. 
Everyone is invited to attend. It was proposed that the Parish Council organises a road 
sweeper to come through the village just before 14th May. P Lucas & J Dalley agreed to 
speak with Grist Environmental regarding the cost of a road sweeper.  

Christmas tree – discussion on the arrangements for Christmas 2018.  

 It was agreed to bring the discussion about the Christmas tree arrangements forward 
to this meeting. There is concern that the lights did not work this Christmas. L Wills 
agreed to liaise with the Village Hall committee the Christmas tree arrangements.  

 It was suggested that the Christmas tree is moved to The Hill and that the lights are run 
off stand-alone batteries.  

 Debris remaining for this year’s tree has been removed. Thank you to Rosie Berry for 
her help.    
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9. Planning matters 
Discussion & comments on amended plans for the proposed development on land at 
Malthouse Farm (17/08775/OUT). 
Residents present at the meeting were invited to comment on the amended plans. The 
following comments were made: 

 The footpath issues still stands and this has not been addressed by the applicant. 
Pedestrian safety is a fundamental consideration and it has not been addressed. There 
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should be no development unless there is a pavement. If the applicant is going to build 
they need to consider this.  

 The Highways department seems to disregard pedestrian safety. It was suggested that 
the report by the Highways Officer was deficient.  

 It is felt that the applicant is not listening to the concerns of the residents or the Parish 
Council, especially with regard to conservation. It is felt that the applicant is doing the 
minimum required to get over the objections raised.  

 The heritage aspect is still a concern. There is a beautiful charm of Bunnies Lane. It is a 
heritage asset.  

 One of the proposed plots (6) has been removed but the plot behind it has been moved 
forward by 5 metres and has been increased in floor size. It was commented that this 
will impact on the setting of Myrtle Farm.  

 It was commented that the plans for the redevelopment of the farmyard buildings were 
sketchy. There was no consideration of the view from Bunnies Lane. 

 A resident commented that the application was in conflict with seven of the core 
policies of Wiltshire Council. It was commented that the Conservation Officer has raised 
a formal objection to the application.  

 It was asked whether the Parish Council had considered the objection letters from the 
residents, of which there have been 40 objections. It was commented that there was 
no evidence of support for the application. 

 An objection was made to the executive size of the planned homes. It is thought that 
these will not be in keeping with the other houses in the area.  

The Chair responded: 

 The Conservation Officer will be looking at the application.  

 Areas of concern that have already been raised will be considered by Wiltshire Council.  

 The Parish Council represents the whole village and not one section of it.  

 There will not be letters of support because it does not affect most people in the 
village.  

 Some members of the Parish Council thought that this was a detrimental revision to the 
previous plans, with a larger house moved closer to Myrtle Farm.  

 The Parish Council agreed to write to Wiltshire Council and to re-iterate its previous 
conditions.  

New planning application for consideration (18/00343/FUL) Kenavon, Marsh Lane, Rowde: 
change an existing swimming pool to a granny annex and guest/play room, also to extend roof 
to form an outside kitchen and barbeque area 

 The Parish Council had no objections to the application.    

10. Update on the request from the Canal and River Trust to access to the Seend Feeder.  

 B Bentley updated the meeting on the location of the access point. It is across a farm 
track which leads to a farm at the end. It has been used as common ground for years.  

 S Mundy has contacted Awdry, Bailey & Douglas and asked them to contact the Canal 
and River Trust directly to organise the agreement.   

 The Clerk was asked to check with the Canal and River Trust what amounts to 
‘reasonable costs’ which they have agreed to pay on behalf of the Parish Council.   
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11. Grounds Maintenance & allotments 
Update on the installation of the wheelie bin stand 
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J Dalley, C Stevens & R Dalley were thanked for installing the concrete plinth in the small 
playing field, to attach the wheelie bin to. A key will be passed to Wiltshire Council to enable 
them to empty the bin.  
Review of the allotment tenancy agreement with suggested changes 
It was suggested that the tenancy agreement is amended to request payment for rent by 15th 
April. If the tenancy is not renewed and paid for by this date, the plot may be given to the next 
person on the waiting list.  
Large playing field: grounds maintenance 
The manhole covers at the back of the pavilion have been damaged. It was requested that they 
are fenced off with heras fencing. L Wills will try to contact D Buscombe to ask for the heras 
fencing to be returned.   
Plans for fencing around the allotments 

 C Stevens is pursuing three quotes for fencing around the allotments. It is estimated 
that approximately 100mtrs of deer fencing will be required for the back of the 
allotments and around 50mtrs of fencing at the front. The matter was deferred to the 
next Parish Council meeting.  

Pavilion – Large playing field.  
Steering group 

 J Dalley, C Stevens & L Wills have met to discuss plans for the pavilion. The steering 
group will resume meetings again soon.  

 B Bentley circulated details of a company that installs pre-fabricated timber buildings. It 
was agreed to contact the company and arrange to meet with them.  

 It is hoped that the parish will be able to match fund grants with work carried out by 
volunteers.  Possible grant sources include: Gregg’s, the Bakers, Weston Community 
Project; the Royal Horticultural Society; Tescos bags for help.  

Generator 

 There has been a request to borrow the generator which was granted by the Parish 
Council.  

Fund raising 

 The Devizes Scooter Club has requested to hire the large playing field for a fundraising 
event in July 2018.  

 It was agreed to hire the field out for £200.00 which will include a one off permission to 
camp overnight. An agreement will be drawn up outlining regulations for using the 
pitch and for its return to its original condition 
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12. Highways Updates 
Schedule for planting the planters (High Street)  
There have been kind offers to plant the remaining planters. The interested parties will contact 
the Clerk regarding expenses for purchasing the plants.  
C Stevens will tend to the planted tyres at the end of Furlong Close/Marsh Lane.  
Suggestions for work to be carried out by the Parish Steward 
Please forward requests for highway repairs to the Clerk.  

 A request was made for the verge to be sided out opposite Rowde Primary School to 
widen the pavement.  

 It was noted that the tree planted next to the bus shelter on Devizes Road needs to be 
removed or it will affect the foundations of the bus shelter.  

CATG Updates: various works around the village 
The Clerk has raised 6 issues with the Community Area Transport Group (CATG) 

1. A request for cul-de-sac signs on the closes off Springfield Road 
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2. A request for a ‘Beware Horse Riders’ on Conscience Lane 
3. A request for Weight & speed restriction on Springfield Road.  
4. Improvement to the pavement from West End Farm to Rowdeford School. 
5. Improvements to road safety on Caen Hill 
6. Advice from Wiltshire Council on Highways requirements for the proposed footpath on 

Conscience Lane.  
WC Update on meeting regarding Caen Hill and road safety 

 Cllr Hoque has met with representatives from Wiltshire Council to discuss safety on 
Caen Hill. It was recommended that the Parish Council raises the issue officially through 
the Community Area Transport Group (CATG). The options to make the road safer may 
include better signage, and/or small improvement schemes.  

Ongoing concerns with Conscience Lane 

 Correspondence has been sent to Cllr Cuthbert asking for help with Conscience Lane. 
There has been no response so far.  

 The road surface on Conscience Lane is in a very poor condition, with numerous 
potholes. This makes the road dangerous to use.  

 The hedges (especially in Roundway – Folly Road) are overgrown and are causing 
damage to vehicles.  

 L Wills kindly volunteered to carry out further traffic surveys from Rowdefield Farm of 
traffic using Conscience Lane. The results of the first survey have been sent to Cllr 
Cuthbert.  

Condition of pavement along West End Farm 

 The Parish Council has received a letter following a car incident on the High Street, by 
West End Farm. A vehicle collided with the bank and caused debris to spill into the 
road. There is concern that the road is narrowing there due to the bank and hedgerow. 
This matter has been referred to the CATG.  

 There is also concern about blocked drains in this area. This matter has been reported 
to the Parish Steward.  

 There are concerns about the condition of the pavement from West End Farm towards 
Rowdeford School. The pavement is in poor condition and it is very narrow. This has 
also been raised as an issue with the Devizes Community Area Transport Group (CATG).  

Culverts: Marsh Lane  

 The culverts along Marsh Lane from 13 Marsh Lane towards the Jubilee Wood have 
been jetted by Wiltshire Council.  

 There is a huge problem with flooding on Marsh Lane at the junction with Caen Hill. 
Some underground pipes have collapsed in the area. The Clerk will forward the contact 
details for Richard Dobson, Wiltshire Council to P Lucas to pursue problems with 
flooding at this end of the village.  

 There has been a further report of recent flooding around Paradise Lane. It is thought 
that there is a build up of vegetation and silt in the culvert to the north of the A342. 
The Clerk has offered to meet with the resident to discuss the details.  

13. Facebook update 

  There were no updates to give.  
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14.  Financial matters & monthly invoices for January (total: £2,045.54) 
Cheques for the invoices were proposed by L Wills, seconded by J Dalley. All Councillors were 
in favour 
 
January invoices breakdown 
Admin costs  £1,128.32 

Grounds maintenance £409.82 

Misc. grounds work £507.40 

Total: £2,045.54 
 

 

15. Correspondence 

 It was noted that PCSO Fiona Marno is leaving Wiltshire Police after 16 years of service. 
Rowde will be covered now by PCSO Sam Burnside & PCSO Georgie Brown in the rural 
team. 

 
 
 

15. Date of next meeting 
 Wednesday 14th March 2018, at 7.30pm for Parish Council meeting   
 Wednesday 18th April 2018, at 7.30pm for the Parish Council meeting 

 
 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


