
 MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 8th July 2015, 8.00pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), B Bentley, J Dalley, P Evans, J Graham, A Seedhouse, C Stevens,  
Clerk: R Jeffries 
Wiltshire Councillor: A Cuthbert 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies – I Marr  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
None to record 

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The Chair spoke of the need for Rowde to have a Neighbourhood Plan to help 
protect Rowde against possible threats from developers. A steering group would 
need to be formed with interested parties. Anyone with planning experience 
would be particularly welcome.  

 It was also noted that people were using the Large Playing field to camp over the 
weekend 4th/5th July 2015. The Police were called and the situation was dealt with. 
It was recommended that the Clerk purchases a ‘No Camping’ sign for the Large 
Playing field.   

 It was suggested that all of the signs at the Large Playing Field are reviewed. Chair 
& Clerk to discuss further.  

 The Chair asked for a verbal update on the recent security issues at the large 
playing field. A security camera has been purchased and will be installed.   

 Permission was granted to discuss a further planning application during the 
meeting (15/06510/FUL Sands Lane). 
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4. Public Question Time  

 Representatives of the Youth Council were present at the meeting and updated 
the Parish Council on the imminent plans to carry out repairs to the BMX track and 
the skate park.  

 A question was raised about insurance cover for volunteers using a Wiltshire 
Council snow plough. The Clerk confirmed that a volunteer would be covered by 
the Parish Council’s policy under the ‘Employers’ and Public Liability Insurance 
sections if an accident should happen. If the volunteer is using their own vehicle 
with the snow plough attached to it, the plough will need to be covered by the 
volunteer’s own motor insurance policy against damage whilst attached to the 
vehicle and when being used for the purpose of clearing snow on behalf of the 
Parish Council. If the unit is detachable, it can be covered against loss or damage 
during these times under the Parish Council’s policy. A risk assessment would have 
to be prepared in advance.  

 

5. Wiltshire Council update  
Proposed bungalow development in Rowde by WC 

 A consultation meeting was held for members of the public on 17th June 2015 in 
the Village Hall. Feedback at the meeting suggested alternative access options to 
the site via Marsh Lane. Unfortunately, due to high costs this will not be viable. 

 The contractors, when appointed, must abide by the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme to help reduce impact on local residents during the build time.  

 The next steps in the proposal: WC has appointed Mechanical Engineers to carry 
out some assessments, e.g. landscape, visual impact assessments; to resolve 
flooding with Aster and to prepare a full planning application for submission in 
September. 

 The Parish Council suggested that WC keep them informed of all stages of the 
project, so that the information can be disseminated to residents. It was 
suggested that once in process, the contractors should be invited to a PC meeting 
to update on their progress.  
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 It was suggested that the Parish Council approach WC with suggestions that would 
benefit the local community, for example a zip wire or slide mound, dropped 
kerbs.  

Super-fast broadband update 

 The e-petition logged with WC has now closed. The e-petition will be noted at the 
next meeting of Wiltshire council on 14th July and also at the Devizes area Board 
on 27 July.  There were a further 128 signatures collected in hard copy around the 
village. These will be submitted to WC in time for the Cabinet meeting on 14th July.  

 Wiltshire Council responded at the close of the e-petition to say that BT had 
informed WC, as part of their Open Market Review at the start of the project, that 
the cabinet that serves Rowde is part of their commercial footprint which meant 
that the cabinet could not be included in the Intervention Area. Currently, the 
upgrade is on hold due to unexpected high cost, however, BT has confirmed to the 
community via the Parish Council and to WC that the infrastructure that served 
the area is under review to see if the cost can be reduced to make it commercially 
viable.  

 There will be an open village meeting on 23rd September when BT representatives 
will be available to take questions from members of the public. Everyone is invited 
to attend. It was suggested that a list of questions are prepared in advance of the 
meeting to best make use of the time.  

 Cllr Cuthbert has requested a briefing sheet from MP Claire Perry’s office so that 
everyone is kept informed of the progress. 

Feedback from Wiltshire Council 

 It was reported that Rowde Parish Council has good communication with WC, in 
particular with the Highways department.  

Neighbourhood Plans 

 A query was raised from a member of the audience regarding what a 
Neighbourhood Plan is. It is a development plan, not a ‘no’ development plan. It 
gives local communities control over the type and location of development within 
their locality.  

 There is a boundary review due to be decided at full Council meeting on 24th 
November.  

Election costs 

 Wiltshire Council has re-introduced a policy of recharging parishes for the cost of 
their elections. The two main factors which can affect the cost are the number of 
electors and the number of polling stations. It is estimated that with the number 
of electors in Rowde, the parish may have to pay up to a maximum of £3000 per 
election held.  

Passenger transport consultation  

 Wiltshire Council is embarking on a review of passenger transport spending and 
service delivery. WC need to make £120 million worth of savings. As part of the 
pre-consultation phase, there are going to be some stakeholder workshops to 
discuss the review in more details. The workshop for this area will be held on 
Thurs 16th July 2015, 18.00 – 20.00 in the Corn Exchange in Devizes. Details to be 
forwarded to S Mundy, B Bentley and J Graham.  
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6. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 13th May 2015 (revised) & 10th June 
2015.  

 May’s minutes were proposed by J Graham and seconded by B Bentley, all 
Councillors were in favour.  

 June’s minutes were proposed by C Stevens and seconded by P Evans.   

 

7. Actions taken from the meeting on 10th June 2015 
Grounds Maintenance 

 
 
 
 



Gardener for the Hill: It was agreed to run the advert again in the village magazine. It was 
also agreed that the Clerk would contact village groups and ask if they would be 
interested in maintaining the Hill.  
Community Steward Day  

 A Community Steward Day was held in w/c 8/6/15. The following work was 
carried out: a pothole was filled on Springfield Road; weeds were cleared along 
A342; weeds were cleared along Marsh Lane; bin was moved from Cock Road to 
Springfield Road; grass was strimmed opposite the school; grass was strimmed on 
visibility splay next to school; the sign on Marsh Lane was put back in position. 

Additional Grounds Maintenance works 

 Bridleway to canal: Hedge has been cut by Dave Buscombe, with many thanks 
from the Parish Council.  

 WC looked at the water which was pooling on Marsh Lane – Wessex Water have 
carried out repairs to the Highway.  

Sands Lane 

 J Dalley agreed to speak with J Butler about possible repairs to Sands Lane. S 
Mundy agreed to speak with M Edmunds about the lane too. It was noted that the 
ditches either side of the lane need to be dug out before any remedial work is 
carried out.  

Village Amenities 
Small Playing field 

 A working party of Parish Councillors has agreed to meet on 15th & 22nd August 
from 10am – 3pm to work on repairs needed in the small playing field, mainly 
repairs to the fence around the toddlers’ play area, and to look at tackling the 
fence that borders Tower View. The Clerk will prepare a schedule of works and 
circulate to the working party.  

RoSPA repairs 

  It was agreed that the igloo and picnic table (in toddlers’ area) would be painted 
for £120.00 (proposed by J Dalley, seconded by B Bentley). [Clerk’s note: it is been 
noted since that the picnic table is rotten and will need replacing. Clerk to obtain 
an amended quote for painting the igloo solely] 

 It was agreed that the wet pour would be repaired for £2350.00 + VAT (proposed 
by J Graham, seconded by J Dalley).  

 The two springy rockers need to be replaced in the toddlers’ area. It was proposed 
by J Graham and agreed by C Stevens that the two rockers should be replaced, 
spending up to £2500.00.  

Grit bins 

 Parish Council has submitted its snow plan to Wiltshire Council and it has been 
accepted. WC were happy with the suggestion to site a grit bin in Maundrell Close 
but had some issues about the suggestion to site a bin at Rowde Hall. The Parish 
Council suggested siting the second bin at the junction of Silverlands Road with 
Springfield Road. Clerk to investigate.  
 The Parish Council grit bins have to be green lidded bins to help WC 

differentiate between bins that they fill up automatically. The salt can be 
delivered to two sites, in 20kg bags. 

Defibrillator 

 It is not possible to site the defibrillator at the bus stop outside of the G & D pub 
because there is no power in the shelter. It has been agreed with the landlord and 
the brewery that the defibrillator can be sited at the Cross Keys pub. The Clerk will 
obtain quotes from 3 electricians to have the defibrillator wired into the side of 
the building. It was agreed that the Parish Council will pay £30 annually for the 
cost of the electricity and that the first payment will be paid when the machine is 
installed. The Clerk will prepare a document for the landlord to confirm that the 
Parish Council will take full responsibility for the defibrillator. It was proposed by A 
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Seedhouse and seconded by J Graham that if the cost of the electrical wiring 
comes in under £500 then the work should proceed in the summer before the 
next Parish Council meeting.   

Sports Field Booking Form 

 Clerk has amended the form and given copies to J Dalley to use with the football 
teams.  

Insurance Policy 

 It was confirmed with the Parish Council insurers that criminal convictions relating 
to business or fraud should be disclosed unless they are now classed as spent 
under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974.  

8. Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan – discussion on proposed housing development 
sites in the village.  
Wiltshire Council has written to the Parish with regards to the emerging Wiltshire 
Housing Site Allocation Development Plan Document (DPD). The purpose of the DPD is to 
allocate sufficient housing to ensure delivery of Wiltshire’s Core Strategy and to maintain 
a 5 year housing land supply up to the end of 2026. Sites for potential development have 
been listed on the Strategic Housing Land Availability (SHLAA) document. Three sites are 
listed in Rowde, two of which are new: behind Devizes Road; and behind Silverlands 
Road. (Map attached with the minutes). Views are being sought from the Parish regarding 
the suitability of these potential development sites in the village. The deadline for 
responses is 12th August.  
A discussion was held around the suitability of the sites listed. It was noted that some 
ribbon development along the road may be considered suitable.   

 It was agreed that Cllr Cuthbert would ask for an extension on time to consider 
the proposed plan. 

 The Clerk will draft a document to send out to villagers who may be affected by 
the proposal. Parish Councillors agreed to help deliver the leaflets.  
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9. Neighbourhood Planning 

 The need to start a Neighbourhood Plan for Rowde was discussed.  

 The Chair and the Clerk visited Seend’s open consultation to view the start of their 
plan. They are interested in any possible collaborative working.  

 

10. Planning Applications for consideration 

 15/05624/FUL Lower Park: resubmission of 14/11682/FUL for a replacement 
dwelling. The Parish Council found no objections. 

 15/05726/FUL 24 Bunnies Lane: demolish existing extension and rebuild larger 
extension. The Parish Council found no objections.  

 15/05450/FUL 33 Springfield Road: demolition of existing Conservatory and 
construction of single storey sun lounge. The Parish Council found no objections.  

 15/04517/FUL Manor Farm, High Street: Amended plans. The Parish Council 
supported the application due to the residents’ trying to provide useful 
accommodation to maintain and support extended family.  

 15/03696/FUL Kenavon, Marsh Lane: Replace conservatory – extend kitchen. The 
Parish Council found no objections.  

 15/06510/FUL 7 Sands Lane: Single storey rear extension (newly received). This 
application did not have the full paperwork accompanying it. The Parish Council 
had no objections but stated that if anything appertaining from the paperwork 
arose after the meeting that may affect their decision, it would be noted and 
recorded for WC.    

 

11. Sandridge Solar Farm – Community Benefit Fund 

 This item was deferred until the Parish Council meeting in September, due to lack 
of meeting time.   

 
  

12. Communication Plan  

 This item was deferred until the Parish Council meeting in September, due to lack 
of meeting time.    
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13. Financial matters & monthly invoices 

 The invoices for June were approved and cheques were signed (Proposed by B 
Bentley, seconded by J Graham. All Councillors were in favour).  

 
Staff and admin costs 1058.66 

Grounds maintenance 268.69 

Training & audit 418.30 

Total: 1745.65 

The anticipated invoices for July were approved in advance for payment in August 
(Proposed by C Stevens, seconded by P Evans).  
 

Staff and admin costs 991.22 

Grounds Maintenance 257.70 

Allotment water rates 130.00 

Total: 1378.92 

 

 The internal audit report has been received and was reviewd by the Parish 
Council. Three items were noted: 
 The schedule of allotment rents needs to be reconciled to the cashbook; 
 Unpresented cheques from the previous year do not need to be included in 

the current year’s cashbook; 
 Clerk’s salary will be paid in arrears going forward.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. Additional Question Time 

 There was insufficient meeting time to hold another public question time.  

 

15. Correspondence 

 A thank you letter was received from St. Matthew’s Church for the donation from 
the village precept.  

 A thank you was also received from J Bawden to Parish Councillors for her leaving 
gift.  

 
 
  

 Additional item of business 

 It was agreed to move the Parish Council meeting time from a 8.00pm to a 7.30pm 
start from September onwards (Proposed by S Mundy, seconded by C Stevens).  

 

 The next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 9th September 2015, 7.30pm, Village 

Hall.  

 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


