
1 

MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 10th July 2019, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

 PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley, Y Pullen, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills   
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert. 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Apologies: S Taylor 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 
No business interests were registered.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 
 All items appear on the agenda  

 
 

4. Public Question Time 

 Concern was raised about the grass verge growing over the pavement from Broad 
Corner, Marsh Lane towards the road to Caen Hill Locks. The Clerk will request 
that the Parish Steward cuts this area back.  

 There was concern about tractor traffic through the village in recent weeks and 
whether consideration is given to residents in Rowde.  Concern was raised about 
the late hours that the tractors go through the village; the crop that flies off the 
vehicles when travelling through; the noise of the rocking manhole cover opposite 
the entrance to Springfield Road.  
 The Parish Council’s response: there are no restrictions on the hours of 

transport; the farmer will be asked to cover his crops when he transports 
them; the manhole cover has been reported for repair to Wiltshire Council. In 
addition, the Clerk will request that white lines are repainted at the end of 
Marsh Lane. The Parish Council confirmed that the farmer at Bromham House 
Farm has spoken to all of his drivers and reminded them to drive carefully 
through Rowde.  

 It was noted that further traffic will be travelling through the village if the proposal 
to expand at Rowdeford School moves forward.  
 It is thought that Passenger Transport for Wiltshire Council will insist that taxis 

taking children to the new Rowdeford School would be told not to drive 
through Melksham and down Marsh Lane.  Two accidents have been reported 
in recent weeks on Marsh Lane, outside the shop.  

 It was asked if the Parish Council has plans to celebrate VE day next year. A 
planning meeting has been arranged in the Village Hall on Tuesday 1st October 
2019, 8.00pm. All village groups are invited to attend.  

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JD 
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5. Wiltshire Council Update  
It was noted that Cllr Cuthbert has not attended the last two Parish Council meetings, nor 
sent her apologies. No written update has been received.  
Highways Meeting update  

 The meeting was attended by the Parish Council Chair, J Hawkins. It will be the last 
meeting in the current format.  

 Wiltshire Council holds a timetable for scheduled weed treatment around the 
County.  

 At the meeting, it was suggested that play areas could be signed over temporarily 
to Parish Councils for management. The Clerk has investigated this further with the 
relevant department and they have confirmed that the Council is not keen to enter 
into temporary agreements.  
 The Chair noted that Devizes Road has been marked out for repair, where the 

tarmac has rippled on the road. 
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Community Area Transport Group (CATG) meeting 25th June 2019 

 The Chair and Clerk attended the meeting.  

 It was agreed that the cul-de-sac signs for Springfield Road could be ordered.  
 CATG agreed in principles to the Parish Council’s request to drop eleven pairs of 

kerbs around the village. The Parish Council will be expected to contribute 25% of 
the total cost. It is estimated that this will be around £2,500.  

 The Parish Council was told that it could submit a request to CATG to fund the 
design of a new footpath for Tanis.  The total cost of the design and development 
could be around £5-6k. CATG would look to the Parish Council for a contribution of 
around £1.5K for the design. Once the design has been agreed, the project could 
be moved forwarded to be considered for a substantive bid.  

Local Plan Review hosted by Devizes Town Council.  

 The Clerk has received the notes from the recent Local Plan meeting hosted by 
Devizes Town Council.  

 Devizes Town Council will arrange a meeting in September/October to consider 
how they move forward with their Neighbourhood Plan. Neighbouring parishes will 
be invited to attend the meeting with a view to possibly widening the involvement.   

Electoral Review of Wiltshire: Further Limited Draft Recommendations 

 The Local Government Boundary Commission for England has opened a new phase 
of public consultation in its review of Wiltshire Council’s electoral ward boundaries. 
The Commission has opened a further limited consultation on proposals for the 
South and South-East Wiltshire. Submissions are welcomed until 29th July 2019. 
Final recommendations for the whole council area will be published in October 
2019.  

 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 12th June 2019 
The minutes have been accepted as an accurate record: proposed by L Wills, seconded by 
C Stevens. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true 
record.  

 

7. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 12th June 2019 

 Silverlands Play Area: The Clerk has confirmed with Wiltshire Council that the 
Parish Council has been registered as interested in taking over the management of 
the Silverlands Play Area. Wiltshire Council has confirmed that the legal process 
will take approximately two years to complete. The Clerk has been asked to follow 
up with Wiltshire Council in September to check on the review being carried out 
by the Asset Manager.  

 The Clerk has raised a report with CATG about speeding and weight restriction 
problems on the Common.  

 The Clerk has ordered two new grit bins for the village: for Tanis and Reed Place.  

 The Clerk has contacted Wiltshire Council’s enforcement department for advice on 
how to manage travelers’ on private land. No response has been received yet.  

 A hedge overhanging the pavement from Maundrell Close to St. Matthew’s Close 
has been trimmed slightly. Further work will be carried out later in the year. 
Concern was raised again, however, about horses being walked along this 
pavement.  The Clerk will raise the issue with the Area Highways Engineer.  

 The grass has been cut in the small playing field in advance of the picnic being 
arranged by St. Matthew’s Church (13th July).  

 The Community Area Transport Group (CATG) will not supply 30mph repeater 
signs at the High Street end of Marsh Lane, as the street lamps there indicate that 
it is a settlement area, therefore drivers should know that the speed limit is 
30mph by default.  
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8. Scooter Event – Review of event and use of the large playing field 

 Payment for the hire of the field for £600.00 has been received from the Devizes 
Scooter Club.  

 The feedback from the event is that it went well. It is hoped that the local 
businesses did well on the weekend and that there was not too much disruption 
to local residents.  

 The Club were commended for the management of the event and the efficient 
clearing of the site afterwards. The Club thanked the village for their co-operation. 

  It is estimated that 280 people attended the event, with 142 Scooters riding out 
from the site. 

 The Scooter Club would like to hold their rally on the field again next year.  

 

9.  Planning matters 
Wiltshire Council outline proposal to build on land off Reed Place – update on results of 
the recent Housing Needs Survey. 

 In March 2019, the Parish Council delivered 611 questionnaires to all households in 
the parish. Wiltshire Council received 180 responses; 29.5% which they consider to 
be a good response.  

 In response to the survey, Wiltshire Council would like to build the following 
subsidised rented housing on land off Reed Place: 

o 2 x 1 bed flats (with gardens) 
o 1 x 1 bed ground floor/level access/bungalow 
o 2 x 2 bed houses 
o 1 x 2 bed ground floor/level access/bungalow 

 The Parish Council discussed these results and suggested that more properties, in 
addition to those already proposed, could be built on the site. There was a 
preference expressed for more houses, especially three bed houses, with gardens, 
rather than for more flats. There was some discussion about the village working 
towards a self-build project, similar to Breach Close in Bromham.   

 There is concern that should the proposal to expand Rowdeford School go ahead, 
there will be an increase need for properties in the village.  

 The Clerk will put the survey results on the website.  
 

Advance warning of proposal to apply for planning permission to re-route part of 
footpath (ROWD13) on the Common.  

 The Parish Council has received advance notice of a proposal to slightly divert 
footpath ROWD13 to enable cattle to be fenced in and left undisturbed. The 
footpath will be fenced and maintained by the landowner in the same way that the 
bridleway is currently maintained. The Rights of Way Officer at Wiltshire Council 
has already been approached and does not see any detrimental effect on the right 
of way. 
 

Planning Applications for consideration 
o 19/05628/PNCOU Notification of prior approval (under Class Q) for the proposed 

change of use from agricultural to residential (use Class C3) to form 5 dwelling 
houses, at Iron Pear Tree Farm, Conscience Lane, Rowde. 

 The Parish Council could not find grounds to object to the application. However, it 

was concerned that this will be another deluxe development which will be out of 

the price range of many local residents.  

 A question was asked about the process of building the development within the 
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existing farm buildings.  

o 19/04742/FUL Marshfields Marsh Lane Rowde Wiltshire SN10 1RF:  
Proposed alterations and extension. Deadline for responses: 16th July 2019. The 

Parish Council did not have any objections to the application.  

o 19/06021/REM Malthouse Farm, 1 Bunnies Lane: Reserved matters application 

dealing with Appearance, Landscaping, Layout at 1 Bunnies Lane, Rowde, SN10 

2QB. Scale following approval of Hybrid Planning Application 17/08775/FUL (Part: 

Outline application for residential development of 3 market sector dwellings 

including siting, access and parking; and Part: Full Permission for the change of use 

of the retained buildings to form 3 market sector dwellings  including external 

appearance and parking.) Comments by: 01 August 2019. The Parish Council had 

no further comments to make. 

10. Highways Updates 

 Pavement improvements (A342) – there are grants available for work to side out 

pavements.  This work has to be carried out by specialist contractors. The Clerk will 

inquire about the grants available. It was noted again that if plans go ahead for the 

expansion of Rowdeford School, the narrow pavements leading up to it will need 

to be addressed.  

 Conscience Lane repairs – Conscience Lane will be closed on 23rd July 2019 from 

9.30 – 15.30 to undertake investigatory excavation work in advance of a proposed 

road recycling scheme due to take place in the Autumn 2019. The new surfacing 

will run from the end of Tanis to Folly Road.  

 Residents of Manor Lane, High Street have requested two further planters. There is 

on-going problems with cars parking in the visibility splay on the High Street. The 

Parish Council agreed to the planters provided it does not cause obstruction to the 

BT box there. The residents have offered to construct and maintain the planters. 

Highways approval will need to be obtained first.   
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11. Grounds Maintenance  
Monthly update 

 The grounds contractor was praised for the work that he has carried out at the 
Sports Field in advance of the Scooter rally.  

 The overgrown hedge on the pavement from Cock Road to Tower View has been 
cut back free of charge.  

 The grassed central path along the allotments is now being maintained.  

 
 
 
 

12. Village Appearance  

 A resident has started a clean-up operation around the village. All residents are 
welcome to take part. The Parish Council supports all efforts by residents to clear 
up areas of the village.  

 Wiltshire Council will collect the debris if it is collected as part of a one-off specified 
clean up event.  

 
 

13. Allotments Update 
Storage plans.  

 The Chair offered information about grant money that could be obtained from the 
Area Board to purchase a new shed for the allotments. However, timber has 
already been purchased to build a shed.  
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 The Clerk has been advised to write to an allotment holder about failure to 
maintain their plot. A warning letter will be sent first, followed by an eviction letter 
if there is no action.  

14. Communications update 
Facebook Update 

 A resident thanked the Parish Council (Stuart Taylor) for fixing the broken post 
along the Marsh Lane permissive footpath and also for strimming back the grass. 

 There is a proposal to start a Youth Club in the Church. A question was asked about 
the money from the previous Youth Club. The Parish Council asked the Clerk to 
contact the former manager of the Youth Club and ask where the funds are and to 
hold them until a new group can start up.  

 A question has been asked about the proposed footpath in Tanis.  

 
 
 
 
 

15. Financial matters & monthly invoices for June (total £2,040.89).  
June invoices breakdown  
Admin costs: £1,346.20 
Grounds maintenance: £694.69 
Total: £2,040.89 
Payment for invoices were proposed by C Stevens, seconded L Wills. All Councillors were 
in favour.   

 Additional invoices for work to repair allotments car park and track: 
 Coppards (digger hire for allotment car park repairs): £214.20 
 Steve Smith (timber for allotment shed): £100.00 
 A.B.Gerrish Ltd (aggregate) £247.31 

 

 It was proposed that a sub-committee is formed to discuss ongoing investigations 
into land ownership on the Common. The sub-committee will be J Hawkins, I 
Whittaker-Axon and the Clerk.  

 It was agreed that up to £500 could be spent on initial legal consideration 
(proposed by J Dalley, seconded by L Wills).  

 L Wills is investigating a possible boot camp for children in the summer holidays. It 

was agreed to spend up to £500 on activities for local children.  
 L Wills will communicate with the previous village fete team to see if the money 

can be transferred to the Parish Council to be ring-fenced for future fetes.  

 
 
 
 
 

16. Correspondence 

 Police report will be circulated to Parish Councillors.  

 Between the 9th and the 16th June, three sheep have been reported as stolen 

from a farm. 

 Correspondence has been received about pavement safety by Rowdeford School 
and tractors spilling hay in the village. These issues have been covered earlier in 
the meeting.   

 
Clerk 

 Date of next meeting 
 Next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 18th September 2019 NB 

NEW DATE!! 
 The next Area Board Meeting will be held on Monday 15 July 2019 in the 

Shambles  
 EVERYONE is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   
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Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


