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  MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 9th November 2016, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), Ben Bentley, John Dalley, John Hawkins, Gemma Sartin, Andrew Seedhouse, C 
Stevens, Lesley Stewart  
Clerk: R Jeffries 
Present: Cllr Cuthbert 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies: None. All Councillors were present.   

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
B Bentley registered an interest as a resident of Bunnies Lane, in the proposed 
development at Malthouse Farm.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The Chair spoke about the inevitability of building development coming to the 
village, as we do not have a Neighbourhood Plan to specify where and what type 
of housing the village is willing to accept.   

 Thank you was given to P Simmons for his generous donation for the use of the 
generator.  

 

4. Co-option of Dave Revell – vote required 

 D Revell was not able to attend the meeting. D Revell’s co-option will appear on 
the agenda for December’s Parish Council meeting.  

 

5. Outline presentation for proposed development at Malthouse Farm 

 Roy Webster & David Stirling, a local planning consultant gave a brief presentation 
on the outline plans for development on land at Malthouse Farm (up to 15 plots).  

 It is hoped that there will be a mix of self-build properties, farm building 
conversion and new builds.  

 Some of the issues that were raised were concerns over parking and access. There 
is a possibility of off-street parking being provided to the N/W of the 
development. It was noted that adequate parking has been planned on site for 
each house.  

 There is concern about the sharp bend on Bunnies Lane and difficulty for access 
for emergency vehicles. The developer plans to cut back 1 – 1.5 metres into the 
verge to improve access around the corner. There are also plans to include a 
footpath along the N/W side of the development.  

 Concern was raised about the level of the bank on the proposed development 
site. It was noted that it if it is built on, it would tower over the existing properties 
on Bunnies Lane.  

 The planning consultant noted, and it was re-iterated by a member of the 
audience and supported by Cllr Cuthbert, that one third of the proposed 
development is outside of the current settlement boundary. The planning 
consultant felt that the proposal to build outside of the settlement boundary 
would create a logical extension to the village. [Clerk’s note: Wiltshire Council’s 
‘Housing Site Allocations DPD is still in progress. An informal consultation on draft 
proposals for revised settlement boundaries took place with parish and town 
councils from July – September 2014. There will be a formal consultation on a pre-
submission draft of the Plan around May 2017 (Wiltshire Council website)].  
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 The planning consultant, with feedback from residents, hopes to submit an outline 
planning application in the next couple of month with regards to access, siting and 
numbers.  

 It was recommended that a village meeting is arranged so that residents can have 
a fuller opportunity to engage in the proposal. The Clerk will arrange a venue and 
co-ordinate dates with the developers.    

 
 
 
Clerk  

6. Wiltshire Council update – Cllr Cuthbert  

 Cllr Cuthbert commented on the identified need for Rowde to have a 
Neighbourhood Plan now. It was noted that initial sounding out meetings have 
been held with some residents interested in taking part. Up until this point, no 
one has been willing to lead on the plan.  

 It was noted that there will be a referendum in Potterne in November on their 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 Spending within Wiltshire Council. Central government has offered local councils a 
four year budget deal. This was debated by the full council a couple of weeks ago 
and Wiltshire Council has decided to accept it. More money has been ring-fenced 
for care of the elderly.  

 The benefit cap reduction is likely to affect some people living in Wiltshire, 
approximately 380 homes. It is intended to encourage people to go back to work. 
The Department of Works and Pensions is working with WC before benefit caps 
take effect.  

 There has been an invitation from the developers of the bungalows, behind 
Silverlands Road, for people to have a site visit. It is advisable to arrange a suitable 
time and date with the developers first.  It was further noted by the Parish Council 
that there were no complaints to report from villagers. The builders are keen to 
liaise with the school to get the children living in the area to walk around the site 
to show them the pitfalls of a building site.  

 Cllr Cuthbert reminded residents to use the ‘My Wiltshire’ App. The more 
reporting that is done individually, the more weight is given to the issue.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Public Question Time 
Fibre-optic broadband 

  A request was made for an update on fibre-optic broadband. It is confirmed that 
the cabinet has been installed and electricity connected to it. There is still further 
work to be carried out in the exchange in Devizes to connect Rowde and Potterne.  
It is anticipated that fibre-optic broadband will be on stream in mid November.  

 A complaint was raised about the failure of BT/Openreach to update the Parish 
Council on its development with fibre-optic broadband. It was suggested that the 
Parish Council contacts the BT Executive Complaints team in Newcastle about this 
issue. Cllr Cuthbert agreed to complain to BT on behalf of residents in Rowde.  

 It was noted that the Parish Council update submitted to the Village News is 
current at the time of the Parish Council meeting. This means that the information 
may inevitably be out of date by the time the magazine is delivered to residents.  

Further questions  

 A question was asked about the maintenance of the salt bin sited at Cock Road, 
next to the Hill. It was noted that the salt is solid and the bin is full of rubbish.  
B Bentley has volunteered to loosen the salt.  

 A question was asked about whether the pitch fees have been received. [There 
was an error in the cheque that was submitted, so fees are still waiting to be 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B Bentley 
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cleared. Cllr Dally is pursuing the matter.]. It was mentioned that many years ago, it 
was agreed that a playing fields report would be submitted monthly and a 

subcommittee formed. The Clerk will investigate.  

8. Agree the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting 12th October 2016 

 Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by C Stevens, seconded by A Seedhouse. 
All Councillors were in favour.   

 

9. Matters arising & actions taken from the meeting 12th October 2016. 

 The name for the new bungalow development will be ‘Reed Place’.  

 S Mundy will circulate his design for the planter to Parish Councillors. 

 The Clerk has asked the local farmers to cut their hedges around and opposite the 
entrance to Conscience Lane.  

 It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Clive Orr to say thank you for cutting 
the hedge at Conscience Lane so quickly.  

 It was recommended that the potential Neighbourhood Planning group meet with 
Tim Davis at an early opportunity to take advice on how to progress the plan.  

 A Seedhouse to arrange a meeting with Cllr Cuthbert, P Allfrey & J Hawkins with 
regards to proceeding with a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 S Mundy agreed to find prices for hawthorn bushes for the large playing field, 
bordering the allotments.  

 
 
S Mundy 
 
 
Clerk 
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10. Proposal to adopt new grant application form 
The Parish Council is permitted to grant money to village groups for local projects which 
will benefit a good number of people within the parish.  The Parish Council is permitted to 
spend a set amount per elector through the s. 137 provision of the LGA [1972]. The 
amount is set at £7.42 per elector for 2016-17. There are currently 1054 electors in the 
Parish of Rowde.  
Please note, this is not an additional fund that is available to the Parish Council. Any 
money that is donated through the s.137 provision will come from the Parish Council’s 
budget. It is important that requests for grants are made in advance of the budget setting 
meeting in January, to enable the Parish Council to make adequate provision for them.  

 Applications can be made at other times of the year and will be considered 
according to the funds that are available at the time. Each application is 
considered on merit and an application does not guarantee that a grant will be 
awarded. 

 A new grant application form was presented to the Parish Council to regularise 
requests for money from the precept. It is considered best practise for Parish 
Councils to have this document.  

 Adoption of the form was proposed by G Sartin, and seconded by C Stevens. All 
Councillors were in favour.  

 It was agreed to publish the form on the village noticeboards, Facebook page and 
in the village magazine.  

 

11. Village Infrastructure 
Community planter project: 

 An outline map with suggested locations for the planters was presented to the 
Council.  

 It was noted that different groups and individuals would like to be involved with 
the project. It is proposed that groups will be allocated a planter close to where 
they are sited, for example the school.  
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 The draft letter to send to prospective interested parties will be circulated at the 
next Parish Council meeting.  

Speed Indicator Device  

 Quotations for new batteries, including solar power charges, will be reviewed at 
the Parish Council meeting in December.   

Improvements to footpaths 
 Improvement work has been completed on footpaths around the village. There is 

a proposal by P Millard, Senior Rights of Way Officer at Wiltshire Council for a path 
from the A342 which will help to link Rowdeford School with Tanis. The Parish 
Council agreed that it would be good to invest in village infrastructure.  

 There was some discussion about creating a footpaths map for the village. B 
Bentley agreed to share footpath information with A Seedhouse.  

Bin at Caen Hill bus stop. J Dalley and S Mundy have agreed to put a post in to secure the 
new bin at the Caen Hill bus stop.   

 

 

 

 

BB/AS  

JD 

12. Village Appearance  
Grounds Worker – progress 

 Tim & Martin have cleared the entrance to the small playing field from the church 
yard. They have also cleared the pathway along Marsh Lane from Springfield Road 
junction to Furlong Close has been swept back. Positive comments have been 
received from residents, who are pleased with the work that has been done.  

 A hedge has been reported as hanging over the High Street pavement. The Clerk 
has been asked to approach the resident and offer help if required to cut back the 
hedge. 

 A further comment was made about a hedge that is overhanging the road 
opposite West End Farm. This hedge has now been cut back.   

The Hill – update 

 D Revell has kindly cut the grass on the Hill. It was noted that the grass area can 
not be scarified now until the spring, due to falling temperatures.  

 S Mundy will cost up replacing the posts that outline the area and that are rotting.  
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13. Allotments & Playing fields 
 RoSPA safety reports and recommendations for remedial work needed were 

discussed.  
 G Sartin will speak with L Smith about the repairs needed at the Skate Park and 

BMX track.   
 S Mundy agreed to look at the other areas that need attention.  
 Dave Packer was thanked for all of his hard work on the football pitch. The Clerk 

will write to confirm the Parish Council’s thanks.  
Correspondence regarding the central security post 

 A letter of complaint has been received about the central security post at the 
allotments and other issues.  

 The Parish Council agreed to write to the allotment holders to notify them that 
the post will be replaced. The reason for the post is to stop our property from 
being damaged. If it is removed, the Parish Council will prosecute the offender. 

 The post can be dropped by appointment with C Stevens to allow access to 
individual allotment plots, weather permitting.  

Forward planning for the renovation of the pavilion.  
The Clerk has approached a surveyor for the cost of surveying the pavilion. This will be 
discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.  

 
 
 
GS 
 
SM 
Clerk 
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14. Development  
Planning Application 
16/09829/FUL The Paddocks, Marsh Lane, Rowde: two storey side extension to replace 
garage. The Parish Council has no objections.  

 
 
 

15. Village Communication 
Facebook: G Sartin continues to post items.  

 The map for the proposed Bunnies Lane development was posted before this 
meeting had finished.  

 There has been lots of interest in the planter project.  

 Martin & Tim were thanked for their hard work.  

 Thank you was noted for the closure notice of Springfield Road for patch repairs.  

 

16. Financial matters & monthly invoices for October 
 The invoices for October were approved and cheques were signed for a total of 

£1822.97. Proposed by B Bentley, seconded by C Stevens. All Councillors were in 
favour.  

 
Admin costs inc. meeting room hire 1008.22 

Grounds maintenance  452.10 

Safety reports, village leaflets, etc 362.65 

Total: 1822.97 

 

 There is a legal requirement for employers to provide a pension service for 
eligibility employees. The Chair is investigating suitable provision.   

 The quote to purchase 2 x 16 amp leads and a 32 amp lead for use with the 
generator was discussed. It was proposed by B Bentley, seconded by Chris Stevens 
that the Parish Council should purchase these leads.  
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17. Additional Question Time 

 It was asked whether the Grounds Worker will receive a salary for his work. The 
Chair confirmed that the Parish Council will pay him for work that he has done. It 
was asked how much the worker will be paid. The amount has not been agreed 
and no payments have been made yet.  

 

18. Correspondence 

 It was noted that part of Springfield Road will be closed on 15th November 2016 
for re-patching work.  

 BT has notified Wiltshire Council that the payphone in the village is under used 
and is under threat of removal. Residents have until 9th December to state any 
objections to the Parish Council. The Parish Council asked the Clerk to reply to 
Wiltshire Council and state that we would be unable to make their deadline for 
responses.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 14th December, 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  

 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


