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 Draft MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 10th January 2018, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), J Dalley, J Hawkins, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies P Lucas, B Bentley 
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert  

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

 No business interests were recorded.  

 All Councillors have completed a dispensation for permission to set the precept.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 The Chair noted the importance of this meeting: to set the precept for the coming 
financial year. The Chair reminded the Parish Council to be mindful of their duties as 
Councillors whilst ensuring there are sufficient funds to carry out the tasks and projects 
which have been highlighted.  

Review of Village Christmas Tree arrangements 

 P Simmons was kindly thanked by the Parish Council for donating the Christmas tree to 
the village.  

 L Smith, D Smith, S Kerfoot and friends were thanked for arranging for the tree to be 
put up and taken down.  

 Unfortunately, due to an electrical problem which was brought to the Parish Council’s 
attention on 6th January 2018, the lights on the tree were not lit.  

 The setting up of the Christmas tree has been undertaken by a group of volunteers, 
separate from the Parish Council, for many years. It was agreed that the management 
of the village tree should return to the Parish Council.  The Parish Council would then 
be able to PAT test the equipment in good time and respond to problems more 
efficiently.  

 It was agreed to review the management of the Christmas tree at the Parish Council 
meeting in July.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  

4. Public Question time  

 A question was asked about the level of precept that was set last year and how that 
money has been spent. It was noted that the Parish Council raised the precept by 19% 
in 2017-18 and that the Parish Council needs to be circumspect of the finances of the 
country and the cost to the council tax payer.  
A lengthy discussion followed. A parishioner enquired on three occasions if the 
additional money raised in last year’s precept had been spent. The Chair responded 
that the money has not been spent and that it has been ring fenced for the two 
projects that the Parish Council want to carry out: a footpath in Tanis and renovations 
to the pavilion.   

 It was asked whether the Parish Council will apply for grants for the above projects. The 
response was yes.   

 A question was asked about the income from the playing field. These figures are shown 
in the parish Council’s annual accounts. The money recovered in football fees has fallen 
due to the fact that there is currently only one under 15 football team playing there.  It 
was recommended that the Parish Council should carry out a feasibility study to see 
what the need is on the large playing field.  
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 Clarification was sought about the problems with the Christmas tree. It was 
commented that the Parish Council had always been responsible for putting up the 
Christmas tree. The Chair responded to say that in recent years a separate group had 
taken responsibility for this task.  In the last five years at least, the Parish Council has 
only been involved to buy new lights and to contribute to the costs of PAT testing the 
lights and the electricity to run them. If the arrangements for putting up the tree had 
changed the Parish Council should have been informed.  

 A problem with the pavement from Devizes Road to Devizes was reported. It is in a 
poor condition with the grass verge over running and weeds growing in the kerb.  It 
was recommended that the problem should be reported through the My Wiltshire App. 
The Clerk will also request this work to be carried out by the Parish Steward.  

5. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting: 13th December 2017 

 Minutes from Parish Council meeting in December were approved and signed 
(proposed by C Stevens, seconded by John Dalley. All Councillors were in favour). 

 

6. Matters arising & actions taken from meeting on 13th December 2017 
Maintenance of the War Memorial 

 The Clerk noted that there is a document available titled ‘The Conservation, Repair & 
Management of War Memorials’ by Historic England on the maintenance of war 
memorials as listed buildings. The Clerk will circulate a link to this document to all 
Parish Councillors.  

 The Clerk was asked to contact Simon Fisher, Deputy Town Clerk of Devizes to ask for 
advice on who carries out maintenance work on war memorials. The Parish Council 
would like to war memorial assessed for its current condition.  

 The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council insures the war memorial for damage. It is 
listed as a fixed asset.  

Donation to St. Matthew’s Church 

 The Parish Council considered St. Matthew’s Churches request for help towards the 
cost of a replacement carpet. The carpet needed replacing due to age and a recent 
incident where oil was spilt deliberately on it. The Parish Council agreed to donate £800 
towards the cost of replacing the carpet (Proposed by J Dalley, seconded L Wills, all 
Councillors were in favour).  

Other matters 

 The Clerk has arranged for delivery of the wheelie bin stand. J Dalley has kindly agreed 
to install the post.  

 The Clerk has arranged for the elm that has fallen from the allotments into the 
neighbouring field, to be removed.  

 The Parish Steward has cleared around the bus shelter at the junction of the High 
Street with Springfield Road. The drains around the bus shelter on the High Street next 
to Rowde Hall, down to Rowde Primary School are still to be cleared. The Clerk will 
again request this work to be carried out. 

 The Clerk has approached Wiltshire Council about the request for a 20mph speed limit 
on Springfield Road. Also, for ‘Beware Horse Riders’ on Conscience Lane.  

 L Wills has arranged to meet L Stewart along with C Stevens about moving forward with 
this year’s fete.  

 The Clerk has requested a termination request from Now! Pensions.  

 The Clerk has obtained 4 tubs of white pitch liner as requested.  

 Lawrence Plumb was thanked for painting the benches on the Hill. The Clerk will write 
to express the Council’s thanks.  

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
J Dalley 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Vote on the request from the Canal and River Trust to access the Seend Feeder 
Solicitors for the Canal and River Trust have approached the Parish Council to establish a 
formal access for maintenance purposes to the Seend Feeder (off Cock Road). This is 
principally for the purposes of activating a sluice in times of flood and to access the feeder as a 
whole for maintenance on an annual/bi-annual basis. 

 B Bentley has met on site with representatives from the Solicitors for the Canal and 
River Trust. A preliminary contract with Heads of terms has been issued to the Parish 
Council. The Chair of the Parish Council has concerns over a couple of issues including 
whether the Parish Council actually owns the land and also the request to grant access 
in perpetuity.  

 The Parish Council agreed for the Chair to obtain a quote for legal advice. The Canal & 
River Trust has agreed to pay the Parish Council’s reasonable legal costs in relation to 
this matter. 
Put it on the agenda for next month. Have our reasonable costs.  

7. Wiltshire Council update 
New mobile library stop 

  Update given on the new library stop. The mobile library will now stop in Maundrell Close, 
once a month on a Thursday, from 9.30-10.00am. The dates are: Feb 15, Mar 15, Apr 12, May 
10, June 7, July 5, Aug 2 & 30, Sept 27. 

Wiltshire council Parking consultation 
 Wiltshire council has agreed to apply an inflationary increase to all parking charges 

around the county from 1st February 2018. It is reported that 63% of those who 
responded to the consultation supported an increase.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Precept setting: Parish Council budget for 2018 – 2019 
A precept presentation paper and budget working papers were circulated to the Parish 
Council.  
The Chair prefaced the budget discussion with the note that the Parish Council needs to ensure 
that it can respond financially to anything reasonable that comes to its attention for the good 
of the village. The Chair also asked the Parish Council to consider three matters: 

 The Police & Crime Commission has been given the green light to impose a larger 
precept this year.  

 It has been discussed that unitary authorities may have their precepts capped in the 
near future.  

 A recent BBC political news item discussed a view that residents in higher band houses 
could have their council tax increased by a greater percentage than lower bands.  

The Parish Council considered the budget forecast for the next financial year 2018 – 19, 
including ongoing maintenance costs, requests for donations from local groups and capital 
projects.  
The Parish Council would like to move forward with creating a footpath in Tanis and 
redeveloping the pavilion. There are increasing pressures due to cuts from Wiltshire Council 
and reduction in services.  
It was proposed that the Parish Council would request £34,544.69 for the precept for 2018 – 
19. This will result in a 0% increase in payments made by residents, and an increase to the nett 
amount received by the Parish Council due to increases in the local tax base. (Proposed by C 
Stevens, seconded J Hawkins. All Councillors were in favour).  
It was suggested if there are additional costs for the Parish Council, funds could be raised 
outside of the precept.  

 

9. Planning application for consideration  



4 

 

17/12127/FUL: Rowdecroft Farm, Rowde: erection of machinery store, erection of a stable 
block & creation of new access track  

 No objections were made.  
Update on proposed development on land at Malthouse Farm (17/08775/OUT).  

 The applicants are revising their application. Wiltshire council expect the application to 
be returned during January with a view to further consultations in February 2018.   

 
 
 
 

10. Grounds Maintenance & Allotments 
New bin located on the High Street 

 The bin from Marsh Lane has been relocated to the High Street. Unfortunately, the 
position that it has been placed in is causing visibility problems for residents of Manor 
Lane. The Clerk has asked if the bin can be re-positioned again, further along the High 
Street towards Devizes Road.  

Suggestions for work to be carried out by the Parish Steward 

 Clearing the drains along the High Street towards Devizes Road.  

 Weeding the kerbside along Devizes Road, near to the Rowdey Cow. There has also 
been a request to push back the grass verge along this section of pavement to improve 
pedestrian access.  

 
 
  

11. Highways Updates 
Schedule for planting the planters (High Street)  

 C Stevens has agreed to plant some crocus bulbs in the planters on the High Street.  

 A Lemon has kindly volunteered to plant the planter at the junction of Marsh Lane with 
Rowde Court Road. The Parish Council agreed to spend up to £50 on plants for the 
planters.  

Wiltshire Council’s January Highways newsletter 
Cllr Wayman’s January newsletter was circulated to Councillors updating on  
Pavilion – Large Playing field  
It was noted that the hedge needs cutting along the field. The Clerk will contact the grounds 
maintenance contractor and request that the hedge is cut (not lower than 10ft).    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
 

12. Facebook update 

  There were no matters to report.   

 
 

13.  Financial matters & monthly invoices for December (total: £1,895.89) 

 Includes an additional cheque of £52.74 (Viking) 
Cheques for the invoices were proposed by L Wills, seconded by J Hawkins. All Councillors 
were in favour 
 
December invoices breakdown 
Admin costs  £1,103.26 

Grounds maintenance £464.90 

Misc. grounds work £327.73 

Total: £1,895.89 

  

 A quotation for £200.88 has been received from Wiltshire Council for road signage for 
the village hall. The Clerk was asked to pass the request to the Chair of the Village Hall 
Committee.  

 

14. Correspondence 

 A Community Police Update has been received and it noted a number of thefts in the 
Devizes Area.   
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 Details of the Policing Precept consultation were shared (www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk). 
The consultation runs until 31st January 2018.  

 The consultation is looking for views on a proposed increase of £12.00 per year. It was 
noted that Wiltshire is the fourth lowest funding per head of population in England and 
Wales. Also, since 2010 Wiltshire Police has received £19 million less but have 
responded to more crimes and supported more members of the public.   

 
 

15. Date of next meeting 
 Wednesday 14th February 2018, at 7.30pm for Parish Council meeting   
 Councillor training: Thurs 18th January, 7.30pm (Parish Councillors only) Rowde Primary 

School, High Street.  

 
 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


