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Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Amanda Boorman and she can be 
contacted at amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk or tel: 01225 704054

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 723883

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

FOOD TIMES
Monday - Closed
Tues-Sat Lunch 12.30 - 2.30pm
Tues-Sat Dinner 6.30pm-9pm
Sunday Lunch 12.00-3pm
Sunday pm No Food

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Closed
Tues-Fri 12-3pm & 5-11pm
Saturday - 12midday - 12midnght
Sunday - 12-3pm & 5.30-11pm
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The Magazine Team
Alan Watters (Editor)
    Tel: 01380 724788
    Email: watters.alan@gmail.com 
Suzan Jackett (Assistant Editor)
    Tel: 01380 729791
    Email: suzijj@rocketmail.com 
Julie Baker (Advertising Manager)
    Tel: 07796690413
    Email: juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk
Jan Emm (Distribution Manager)
    Tel: 01380 725455 Ext 1004
     Email: Jan.Emm@hft.org.uk

Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

This month’s front cover shot was taken at the 
recent, highly successful, Rowdeford Garden Fair.  
Read and see more on the centre pages.

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the June edition of the Rowde Village 
News. Yet another huge 68 page issue and with 
the added bonus of a full colour centre spread from 
the Rowdeford Garden Fair!
Well, this time round, we again have lots of good 
things for you to read. There’s the usual great 
articles and reports from our regular contributors 
(church, shop, clubs, schools, farms, etc etc) of 
course but I would also like to highlight some other 
things of interest.
If you weren’t able to get along to the annual 
village meeting last month you can read all about it 
on page 9.
There’s a new Pets Corner contributor on page 22 
and on page 24 there’s a great feature by Dave 
Buscombe on how our local animals are helping to 
educate our children.
For the first time, three Rowde artists feature in the 
annual Marlborough Open Studios. Read all about 
them and the event on pages 31 and 36.
No Photo Memories this month I’m sorry to say. 
Please get in touch with us at the magazine if 
you can tell us about anything that happened in 
or around Rowde many years ago. And any old 
photos you have would be a bonus! We would love 
to hear from you.
And do have a look at the news item on page 28 
about the under use of the Post Office in Bromham. 
If we don’t use it more we will lose it. I personally 
use it fairly regularly and as we don’t have the same 
facilities in the village, I find it more convenient to 
post parcels there than elsewhere. Can you help?
The many local news items on pages 28 to 31 plus 
a good selection of reader’s letters on pages 59 
and 60 round off a well rounded magazine! (well 
we think so anyway).
Mind how you go, Ed

photograph by Alan Watters
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
The A.G.M. of the Ladies Club was held on April 
29th in the Village Hall.
Mrs J Handy, Chairperson, presided over 
the meeting and reported on the past year’s 
activities.
Mrs C Morris, Treasurer, presented the 
Statement of Accounts and reported that, 
although the finances were slightly down, the 
balance was still sound.

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

The Tuesday Afternoon Club met in the Village Hall 
on May 6th and after a cup of tea all enjoyed a game 
of Card Bingo with the winners being: Mrs.M.Hayter, 
Mrs.D.Ellis, Mr.V.Reed and Mrs.M.Noad.
The next meeting will be on June 3rd when members 
will be having Afternoon Tea at the Rowdey Cow.
We are always pleased to welcome new 
members so why not come along and have a 
cup of tea and a chat!
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
Just a short report this month as we have 
missed two Mondays due to Bank Holidays. 
Before Easter we enjoyed a return visit from 
Forbes Robertson who always gives us a lively 
afternoon with his guitar and his fiddle. Apart 
from a general selection of songs, Forbes’ 
specialities are cheerful jigs at breakneck 
speed, and also comic songs which tell a story.  
We only had one week back before Mayday 
and on that occasion we were visited by a 
representative of Age UK who talked to us 
about the possibilities of financial assistance to 
obtain extra help at home, and also explored 
other areas of interest where Age UK could 
help.  There should be more news next month 
after we’ve had a few weeks back at Club.
If you are elderly or house bound or just need 
some company because you live alone, it may 
well be our club is right for you. It’s a wonderful 
place to make new friends (and possibly find 
some old ones) and enjoy some company.  
So if you would like to come and join us on 
a Monday at the Social Centre do give me a 
ring. We can provide transport if you live in 
Bromham or Rowde.
THE MONDAY CLUB IS A COMMUNITY DAY 
CENTRE AND LUNCHEON CLUB FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND HOUSEBOUND RESIDENTS 
OF BROMHAM & ROWDE. IT IS GRANT 
AIDED THROUGH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL, 
AND SUPPORTED BY AGE UK.
Claire Ladd (Organiser) on 01380859166

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
Another very successful Ploughman’s Lunch 
was held on May 3rd. with nearly 60 meals 
being served. Over £260 was raised for 
Village Hall Funds.
Raffle winners were: Mr.G.Underwood, 
Mr.F.Daniells, Mr.S.Rutherford, Mrs.P.Fennel, 
Mr.Dalton, Mr.P.Hale, Mr.L.Plumb, 
Mrs.J.Morcomb, Mrs.C.Bert, Mrs.K.Maslin, 
Mrs.S.Edwards, Mrs.J.Baker, Mr.B.Barrett, 
Mrs.R.Clark and Mrs.D.Ellis.
Lucky door ticket: Mr.S.Rutherford.
Many thanks to all who supported this event 
by attending, buying raffle tickets or donating 
raffle prizes.
The committee will be serving Cream Teas 
and Light Lunches on the Village Fete day, 
July 5th.
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
Before the A.G.M. of the HIway Club (for 
the Hearing Impaired) in the Village Hall 
on April 30th, everyone enjoyed a Fish & 
Chip Supper.
The meeting then took place with Mr.W.Ilott 
presiding. The Chairman Mr.J.Harris thanked 
everyone for their support and help over the 
past year.
Mr.B.Barrett Treasurer presented the Statement 
of Accounts stating that the club had been very 

The Committee and Officers were re-elected 
namely:
Chairperson  Mrs.J.Handy
Treasurer  Mrs.C.Morris
Secretary    Mrs.D.Buckland
Committee    Mrs.D.Ellis and Mrs.J.Frost.
The new programme was discussed which will 
include a Games evening, Pancake evening, 
various speakers and a Christmas party.
After the business part of the evening everyone 
enjoyed a piece of the Birthday cake kindly 
made and donated by Mrs. J. Frost.
The next meeting will be a lunch time meal at 
the Cross Keys on May 27th.
This year the club has lost a few members 
but also gained some. If any lady would like 
to know more about the club please contact 
Di.Buckland on 723049 or come along 
to the meeting which is held on the last 
Tuesday of the month at 8pm, usually in the 
Village Hall.                  
Di Buckland (Secretary) - sorry you still 
have my reports each month, couldn’t get 
rid of the job!
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convenience

fortunate this year in receiving a number of 
bequests and donations.
The Officers were elected namely:
Chairman     Mr.J.Harris
Treasurer      Mr.B.Barrett
Secretary      Mrs. D.Buckland
Asst. Secretary    Mrs.L.Harris
Committee: Mrs.D.Varney, Mrs.A.Starr, 
Mrs.J.Ilott and Miss T.Wilson.
Club President  Mr.K.Jacomb, Vice President  
Mr.W.Ilott
The Club is indebted to Paul and John for 
providing the transport and bringing the 
members to the monthly meetings.
The Annual Dinner was held on May 17th at 
The Crown Centre, Devizes with the usual 
delicious meal prepared and served by Mrs.
Abandanato and her staff.
The next monthly meeting will be the members Bar 
B Q at Holly Tree Farm, Sandy Lane on June 25th.
Anyone with a hearing problem, and their family 
and friends, who would like more information 
about the HIway Club, which is a social club 
where we have speakers, demonstrations, annual 
dinner and Christmas party and which meets 
monthly at the Village Hall on the last Wednesday 
of the month at 7.30pm, please contact either 
Di.Buckland 723049 or Barrie Barrett 722186.
Di. Buckland (Secretary)

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

priced only
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 

WALKING WITH THE GRAIN LTD
•	 Traditional	hardwood	flooring	company.	Est	26	

years.	Apprenticed	served	tradesman.
•	 All	aspects	of	hardwood	floors	undertaken	to	

include	a	few	:Strip	Planks	-Parquet	–	Floating	
Floors	–	Block	Flooring	–	Be	-spoke	flooring	–	
Special	Designs	.

•	 Sports	Halls	+	line	marking	–	Schools	–	
Domestic	–	Commercial	–	Village	Halls

•	 Local	authority	nominated	.
•	 There	is	a	fully	professional	floor	sanding	service	

available.	The	sanding	machines	are	the	latest	in	
German	sanding	technology.	The	machines	will	
extract	96%	of	wood	dust	at	source.

•	 Just	a	few	of	the	finishes	to	choose	from	
Hardwax	Oil	–	Coloured	Oils	–	Stains	–	
Lacquering	–	Brushed	&	oiled.

•	 All	products	are	solvent	free.
•	 Many	references	available	for	inspection.
•	 Nominated	wood	floor	contractor	for	Wilts	

Council.
•	 For	further	info	:	Office	01249	822750	/	01672	

330102	Mob	07747750713
•	 Email	dunne_jj@yahoo.co.uk
•	 Web	www.walkingwiththegrain.co.uk

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR
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Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on alternate Mondays, from 3.20pm to 3.50pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Mondays):
May 19,  June 2, 16 & 30.

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

ROWDE BOOK CLUB

BOOK REVIEW
Dissolution

by
C J Sansom

Dissolution is the first in a series of five books featuring 
Matthew Shardlake, a lawyer, it is 1537 – a time of 
the greatest changes in England since 1066 – when 
savage new laws and rigged trials have been introduced 
and Thomas Cromwell has assembled a team of 
commissioners to investigate the monasteries throughout 
the country.  Matthew Shardlake has been appointed 
one of these commissioners and is sent by Cromwell 
to investigate a horrific murder that has taken place in a 
monastery on the Sussex coast.
This is a truly intriguing “who done it” surrounded by some 
excellently researched historical detail and keeps you 
wondering what the outcome will be right up to the end.

Rosie Berry

The next book club will be on 11th June and the book for discussion is ‘The Little 
Coffee Shop of Kabul’ by Deborah Rodriguez. If you would like to join us or have 
a suggestion for a good read please contact Ann Swan on 01380 724788.
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The month of May is certainly flying by - we have 
no sooner finished the Easter Holidays and the 
Half Term week is with us next week which we are 
all looking forward to!
We received some lovely news yesterday that we 
have been awarded the Trip Advisor Certificate of 
Excellence for 2014.
We are producing much more ice cream now the 
warmer days are here.  As well as filling our own 
ice cream cabinet we are happy to be supplying St 
Arbucks Cafe in Market Lavington, Woodborough  
Garden Centre, Mipo at Lydeway, Avebury 
Community Shop and Poulshot Lodge Butchers 
with Rowdey Cow Ice Cream this Summer.  
We have some new Summer Flavours this week 
including Pistachio Crunch & Key Lime Pie which 
have been very popular.
The ice cream trike was at the Keevil Scarecrow 
Hunt all of last weekend selling Rowdey Cow 
Ice Cream and the trike is out again this week at 
Sheldon Manor for a Private Party.  We will be out 
most weekends over June including John Butlers 

Farm Open Day on Sunday 8 June and a Farm 
Festival at Horton.  We also have 2 Weddings 
booked for the Trike as well as two Wedding 
Receptions at the Café.
Work is about to start on a bridge which will be part 
of a farm walk we will have ready for the Summer.
I hope you have been enjoying these bright sunny 
days although I think some more rain is on the way.
We hope to see you soon! Sue

Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2012
Green Tourism Scheme Gold 

Award
Ensuite Rooms from £50 single 

and £70 double
Inclusive of Full English Breakfast menu 
using our own eggs
Also guest lounge, free use of Sauna, 
WiFi and POD Point Electric car charger
Walkers and cyclists welcome
Tel: 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

www.vinecottagebb.co.uk

www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk

ROWDEY COW NEWS
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Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the Annual Parish 
Council meeting & the ordinary Parish Council 
meeting in May 2014 were:
Your Parish Councillors
Jackie Bawden was re-elected at Chair of Rowde 
Parish Council and Andrew Seedhouse as Vice-
Chair. Councillors’ responsibilities were confirmed. 
Please see list below. 
Village Communications: new website          
We have moved!! Our new web address is: 
rowdevillage.org 
o The new website is currently being populated 
with new and updated information. 
Village Appearance
o The village clean-up took place on a damp 
Sunday, 11th May 2014. We would like to say a big 
thank you to Cllr Pam Evans, Pete & Wendy Williams 
& I Jeffries for turning out on the day and to Rosie 
Berry for helping in the days before the event. It was 
a very good effort by everyone who turned up. 
o The Parish Council accepted J Butler’s kind 
offer to add fertiliser to ‘The Hill’. 
o Rowde has entered the Best Kept Village 
Competition again this year. 
o Kennet & Avon Canal Trust has removed the 
struts for the sign that they put up last year without 
planning permission. 
o A new ‘Springfield Road’ sign has been 
installed at the junction with Marsh Lane. 
o ANY BIN WILL DO! This is Wiltshire Council’s 
new campaign to encourage people to use any bin 
for waste, including dog waste. 
Sports Field Development
o Register of Pledges. At the public meeting 
on 5th March, many villagers kindly offered to help 
with the build process of the Activity Centre. These 
pledges will become an integral part of our grant 
application for funding. If you have a service, skill or 
trade that you are willing to offer some time in to help 

Jackie Bawden Chair / Future Action in Rowde, DCAP Rep  01380 720856 
Pam Evans Village Appearance    01380 727820
Ben Bentley Roads, transport & footpaths    01380 728360 
Andrew Seedhouse Playing Fields - Strategic Management   01380 829663
Amanda Boorman Local Enterprise Liaison / Website Updates  01225 704054
Sarah Stapleton Branding    01380 720078
Steve Mundy Finance    01380 727598
Pat Bryant Planning    01380 698567
Chris Stevens Playing Field Management / Allotments   01380 738438
James Graham Safety and Behaviour    01380 722470
vacancy
Rebekah Jeffries Clerk    01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

move this project, please contact Andrew Seedhouse 
(seedhouse3@gmail.com, tel: 01380 829663).
o An internal wall will be removed from the 
current pavilion to improve facilities for users. Thank 
you to John Dalley for agreeing to carry out the work. 
Highways Update 
o The pavement near the G & D pub and 
opposite Slade’s garage has been resurfaced. 
o A thank you was received from Rowdeford 
School to the Parish Council for following up on work 
with Wiltshire Council, namely to cut back the grass 
verge on the pavement approaching Rowdeford 
School and for hard core standing to be put down on 
the Hangings footpath. 
Village Safety
• The aged double spring rocker will be 
removed from the toddlers’ play area, next to the 
Church and replaced with a bench. 
• There have been thefts from sheds at the 
allotments. A lawnmower was stolen and later 
recovered. These thefts were reported to the police. 
• Damage has been caused to the skate park 
equipment and was reported to the police. 
• A further complaint has been received 
regarding the condition of the pavement from Rowde 
to Devizes. The Clerk will contact WC again about 
this matter and request that it receives attention on 
the next community steward day.
• Please note: we politely request that owners 
do not walk their dogs through the small playing field 
next to the Church. It is a childrens’ play area and 
dog waste is hazardous to children and unpleasant 
for all. 
Village Tractor
• There has been a lot of interest in the sale of 
the village tractor. It is a Super Dexta and is in need 
of some attention. If you are interested in purchasing 
the tractor, please contact the Clerk (Rebekah, tel: 
01380 720988)  

Liz Bryant Wiltshire Councillor    01380 850316
Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne



Page 9Rowde Village News   June 2014

Speedwatch
• The Community Speedwatch team provide 
a very valuable service to the village, helping to make 
our roads safer for other drivers and pedestrians. 
Unfortunately, the operation will close if more villagers 
do not come forward to volunteer their time. If you can 
offer to help with the camera a couple of times a month, 
please contact Liz Ibbetson (tel: 01380 720630). 
Allotments
• We have two remaining plots available for 
rent. The cost is £15.00 per annum and this includes 
water rates. If you are interested, please contact the 
Clerk (tel: 01380 720988)
Parking on pavements
o The issue of parking on pavements has been 
raised with our PSCO Helen Clarke. It has been 
confirmed that it is illegal to park on pavements and 
drivers are liable for fines. Residents are urged to 
take photos of cars parked illegally and submit them 
to the community police. 
o WC has also raised concern over cars parking 
on and damaging grass verges around the village.
Planning Applications
• 14/03610/FUL Rowdefield Farm, Conscience 
Lane: Refurbishment of existing barn to provide 
agricultural and classroom use. The Parish Council 
supported the application. 
Finance
• Monthly invoices for a total of £4503.02 were 
approved, with £2705.00 released as donations for 
village groups.  
Staff costs & admin    1148.22
Grounds & Village Maintenance 803.78
Insurance premium and subs  2551.02
Total:     4503.02
Dates for the diary - 
The next ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 11th June 2014 at 8.00pm, in the Village Hall. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
noticeboards and on the Village website               
(www.rowdevillage.org). 

Your Annual Village Meeting

Your village meeting was held on Wednesday 14 May 2014 
at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Many groups in the village shared their successes over the 
last year and their plans for the year to come with villagers. 
The key points to note were: 
• A plea to report road and pavement faults to 
Wiltshire Council through the My Wiltshire App. 
• Wiltshire Council’s modified Core Strategy will see 
more houses being built in and around Devizes. 
• We have a new Good Neighbour Community 
Organiser called Alex North 

(anorth@communityfirst.org.uk) who replaces Caroline 
Culley. 
• Open Farm Sunday will take place on Sunday 8th 
June at Rowdefield Farm. Entry is free.
• Funding is currently being sought for the new 
Activity Centre, on the large playing field off Sands Lane. 
• A new water trough has been installed at the allotments
• A plea was made for everyone to play their part in 
keeping the village tidy. 
• The Village Shop has reached the finals of a Prince 
of Wales award. The winning shop will be awarded at the 
Bath and West Show on 28th May. 
• The shop is very short of volunteers. Please 
contact J Barber if you have spare time to help out in the 
shop. 
• The village magazine has been ranked in the top 
4% of magazines in a national competition!
• Community Speedwatch will cease due to a lack of 
volunteers. If you feel strongly about the issue of speeding in 
the village, please contact Liz Ibbetson.  
• The Rowde Village Fete will take place on 
Saturday 5th July. You can help by putting the date in your 
diary; volunteering to help run the bar, and many other stalls; 
buying raffle tickets: £1.00 a strip and telling as many people 
as you can about the event. 
• St. Matthew’s Church is open every day during 
daylight hours and it is being used throughout the week, 
including during the café hours on Tuesday and Saturday 
mornings. A ‘Friends of St Matthew’s’ Group is forming shortly 
to help ensure funds for the future maintenance of the Church.
• Wiltshire Police are aware of the issue of residents 
parking inappropriately on pavements and grass verges. 
Where police have the powers to deal with this issue, they 
will alert the registered keeper to the issue and/or issue 
parking tickets for obstruction. 
• Advice has been supplied about improving security 
on garden sheds and allotments.
• The Village Hall has carried out the following 
improvements: the laying of grass seed on the area to the 
west of the car park; installed a new gas boiler on the heating 
system and fitted an additional radiator; fitted 3 new external 
doors to comply with current regulations, and installed a new 
ramp & door to main hall and new floor in entrance lobby.
• The Parish Council precept document for 2014 – 
15 was made public.
• Finally, during the year Dave Packer retired from 
the Parish Council. Dave has worked tirelessly for the Parish 
Council and the village of Rowde for many years. Dave’s input 
and work on the large playing field has been appreciated by so 
many and continues to be so. Thank you, Dave.
We would also like to thank the following people for their 
contribution on the evening and for making the evening a 
great success:
Cllr Liz Bryant (Wiltshire Council); Alex North (Good 
Neighbour Scheme); John Butler (Open Farm Sunday 
& Agricultural Education at Rowdefield Farm); Andrew 
Seedhouse (Activity Centre Project); Chris Stevens 
(Allotments); Jan Barber (Village Shop); Alan Watters 
(Village Magazine); Liz Ibbetson (Community Speedwatch); 
Richard Boote (Village Fete Committee); Rev Rees (St. 
Matthew’s Church); PC Helen Clark (Wiltshire Police); and 
Barrie Barrett (Village Hall Committee). 
A full set of minutes is available on the Rowde village 
website at: rowdevillage.org or can be obtained by 
contacting the Clerk. 
Rebekah Jeffries (Clerk to Rowde Parish Council, tel: 01380 
720988, rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com)
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello again,
May has been a month of 
ups and downs two bank 
holidays and the road 
closure slowed trade but 
we have had an increase 
in turnover at our “pop up” 
shop in the Marina and a 
number of Foxhanger delivery orders.

I have a really big ask! Please volunteer for 
the shop! We have lost a number of volunteers 
recently Mary, Avron and Jackie all who have 
other things going on but who have been 
volunteering since we opened, we thank them 
all for their time and commitment over the years.  
We now need new people, please, please can 
you give a couple of hours a week.  We need 
people on the till, stocking up, marina deliveries, 
cleaners etc.  Call me, email or pop in and have 
a chat.  If you can’t give time can you chat to 
your neighbours, friends etc and spread the word 
that the shop needs more volunteers, I hope next 
month to report a full rota!
I haven’t mentioned our fun five card recently, 
this is still in use if you don’t have one ask next 
time you’re in the shop.  Every time you spend 
£5 on groceries we give you a stamp and after 
5 stamps you get 5% off your next shop. We 
challenge each household in the village to buy 5 
items each week from your weekly shopping list 
and the fun five card gives you something back. 
Please try to support us in this way, a number 
of people do (many thanks to those) and if the 
whole village did this one simple thing we would 
have a really secure future.
We have introduced a couple of new slices in the 
bake and bite range - a tomato and mozzarella 
and spinach and feta. These are proving popular 
come and give them a try.  Don’t forget we do 
“proper” Cornish Pasties made in Cornwall.  There 
is nowhere in Devizes you can get a better one!
We also have frozen croissant and pain au 
chocolate for you to bake at home.  You are of 
course welcome to order them to be cooked and 
pop in to collect them the next day.  This goes for 
our whole range, order the day before and we 
will cook and keep them for you to collect. 
We have our lolly promotion available, buy a 
lolly for 40p, if there is a coloured bottom you 

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 12:00
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

get a £1 chocolate bar of your choice.  Come 
and give it a try. 
We still deliver veg boxes for free on Fridays (or any 
other day) prices start at £5 and this is a great way 
to stay healthy with your now 7 a day fruit and veg 
portions, but also enables you to meet our challenge 
of buying 5 things from the shop AND you can use 
your fun five card. We have had many comments 
about how great our fruit and veg is now.
Please support your local village shop by both 
buying and volunteering - we really need your help!
Thanks for reading, 
Veronica Seedhouse 01380 739800   
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

VERONICA’S RECIPE
The recipe this month is a simple pasta 
dish I do and was complemented on by my 
daughter’s boyfriend!
Pesto Pasta
INGREDIENTS:
• Bag of pasta
• Pack of Philadelphia
• Jar of pesto
• A small amount of milk
METHOD:
Cook the pasta in one pan.  In a second pan 
melt the cream cheese, mix in the pesto and 
loosen with a little milk, then season with 
salt and lots of pepper.  When the pasta is 
cooked, mix with the sauce and serve.
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed) 

Children’s Prize Quiz answers:
(From the May issue)

1. Robin Hood
2. Humpty Dumpty
3. Peter Piper
4. Guy Fawkes
5. Hedwig
6. Aslan
7. Merlin
8. Boomerang
9. Stonehenge
10. 10 Downing Street
....and the lucky entry that came first out of the 
hat this month was submitted by Austin Bowler. 
Austin wins a Meccano set plus a £10 shop 
voucher. Well done to him!
Look out for more competitions in future issues.
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Rowde Primary 
Academy Playing Fields

If any organised group 
within Rowde village or its 

surrounds would like to use 
the Rowde Primary School 
Playing fields for specific 
training or events then in 

first instance please contact  
Philip Piper on 01380 828236

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of your 
Rowde Village News in any way or would like 
to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss 
any magazine issues then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the 
parish, or if you have a personal item to sell, 
then contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 
or by email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk

PET N PAT ANIMAL CENTRE
It seems summer is now here. Hopefully it will 
be a nice, dry season so we can get out and 
about with the animals.
We had a lovely birthday party with the 
animals last month. The children loved it and 
the animals loved the attention too.
We have now brought all the horses in from 
the big fields as they need resting as the grass 
has to grow for hay making. So it is now a bit 
more hard work with all the animals in, but all 
that is in an animals owner’s’description.
I’m happy to report that the two Billy goats, 1 
llama and three donkeys, some of the hens, 
cockerel, turkeys and geese have all gone to 
new homes. Hopefully the two pigs and another 
llama are going off to their new homes soon.
Sadly, we have had to have one of the old 
ponies put to sleep due to a loose dog chasing 
the horses in the field. We also have a youngster 
with a fractured foot and three seriously lame 
horses... all due to an inconsiderate dog owner. 
(I must say it is not the dog’s fault - it is the 
irresponsibility of the owner.)
Please note that we will not be opening on Farming 
Sunday due to several issues that will make it 
difficult to have the farm ready for the public.
On a more positive note, we are organising a 
dog show at the farm on Saturday 28th June 
between 12 and 3pm.  Entries from 11.30,  
£2.50 per class, or if a dog enters another 
four classes it will be five classes for £10.
Once again we will have pedigree and fun 
classes suitable for all; the highly bred dog  
as well as the ‘scruffiest’ beloved pooch. 
Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy 
a fantastic day out. Refreshments and 
entertainment will be available. Water will be 
available too for the dogs to drink and also 
to jump in if hot. Win some fantastic rosettes 
and have lots of fun.
Have a great June!
Barbara and Liam   
Pet n Pat Animal Centre - therapy and 
education using animals                 
07511621454, balimil@btinternet.com

Sam
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The Reverend John Rees
Thoughts from The Rectory
Although, as I write, the start of the football world 
cup is still three weeks away, the level of media 
coverage means that few of us are unaware that it is 
coming! I expect that, if we were to conduct a survey 
in our village, we would find many different hopes as 
to the outcome.
Some of you are probably hoping that it will be 
over as quickly as possible, while others of you 
are (optimistically?) hoping for an England victory 
following an entertaining and closely contested final.
Whether you like or loath football, or are somewhere 
in between, we can all hope that such a gathering 
will, at least in a small way, build international 
understanding and co-operation - and  that it offers 
enjoyment to many.
Prior to the last World Cup the Church of England 
published these prayers. I think they are still 
relevant:
Prayers for all those involved in the World Cup
Lord of all the nations, who played the cosmos into 
being, guide, guard and protect all who work or play 
in the World Cup. May all find in this competition a 
source of celebration, an experience of common 
humanity and a growing attitude of generous 
sportsmanship to others. Amen.
A prayer for those simply not interested
Lord, as all around are gripped with World Cup 
fever, bless us with understanding, strengthen us 
with patience and grant us the gift of sympathy if 
needed. Amen.
Even if the World Cup fails to excite us, we can still 
rejoice that we can celebrate our community life 
through our Village Fete on 5th July!
Best wishes, John
Notes from our Churchwardens
Following the Annual Parochial Meeting, we 
welcome Anne Rees and Fran Hall elected to 
the PCC.
Bible Study: The Pilgrims Course continues 
at Bromham Rectory on Tuesday evenings at 
7.30pm.
Reminders:
• Friday 6th June at 6.30pm  – Salad 
and Supper Evening at St Matthew’s
• Saturday 5th July – Rowde Village 
Fete.  Church Cake Stall.  Donations of 
HOME MADE CAKES please. They can be 
brought to the Church on the day or delivered 
to 14 Rowde Court Road after 3pm on Friday 
4th July.  Please label with ingredients, 
especially if using any nuts.  Also label any 
containers with your name and telephone 
number.
On Wednesday 14th May a coach and 
several cars left the Benefice and crossed the 
border into the wilds of Oxfordshire to attend 

Norma’s Licensing at St Mary’s Church, 
Ashbury.  A traditional service, conducted 
by the Bishop of Dorchester (on Thames).  
We were made very welcome by the church 
community and it was very obvious that our 
loss is their gain – a sad/happy occasion.
Maureen Hiscocks 
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Churchwardens: 
Maureen Hiscocks   Tel  725406
Gavin Moss  Tel 729160
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/

CHURCH ROTAS
Church Cleaning

Team meet 10am on Monday 16th June
Brass Cleaning

Phil Hale
Flower Arranging

1 & 8 June   Sheila Lee
14 & 22 June  Weding Flowers
29 June & 6 July Jill Myerscough
Please contact Maureen Hiscocks 01380 
725406 or Jane Moss 01380 729160 if you 
would like to help

THE ST MATTHEW’S CAFE
Please note that Coffee and Tea is available 
from 10.00am to noon on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays - come in for a cuppa and a chat.
PRAYER TREE
We have a Prayer Tree in St Matthew’s Church, 
just behind the lectern. This is for everyone to use.
Perhaps you are worried about somebody in 
your family, maybe a friend is having a tough 
time at the moment, possibly you are concerned 
about something in your own life …………… 
Why not ask God for help?   Sometimes we also 
just want to say thank you to God.
The tree is there for you to use in order to 
write, as anonymously as you want, your 
thoughts and hopes. There are “leaves” in a 
basket near the tree on which to write your 
prayer and then hang them on the tree.
During the two family services – usually the 
first Sunday in St Matthew’s Church and the 
fourth Sunday in Rowde School, you will be 
offered a leaf and if you wish to write a prayer, 
they will be gathered during collection and 
hung on the tree at the end of the Service.
These leaves will stay on the tree for a month 
and the concerns will be prayed for during a 
time of prayer here in the church.  
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Date/Time  Service                
Sunday 1  Easter 7    
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service (in church)

Sunday 8  Pentecost
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Family Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Holy Communion

Wednesday 11   
11.00 am  Holy Communion

Sunday 15  Trinity Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
9.30 am  Holy Communion
11.00 am  Family Service and Baptism, Bromham
3.30 pm  Songs of Praise, Sandy Lane

Wednesday 18   
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House

Thursday 19 Corpus Christi 
7.30 pm  Holy Communion, Bromham

Sunday 22  Trinity 1
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Morning Worship
11.00 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
6.00 pm  Evensong

Sunday 29  Peter & Paul    
11.15 am  Family Communion - Benefice Service

June Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

In addition, a short service of Morning Prayer is 
normally said on Tuesdays at 8am, please join us.
Please note that the Church is open every day 
from 10am - 4pm and Coffee is available from 
10.00 - noon on Tuesdays and Saturdays 
Do come and explore our beautiful village Church 
or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek or 
special services may change due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Please check the Church notice 
board for further information.
Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

FREE DELIVERY!
Fruit and Veg boxes

delivered free and prices start from 
only £5

Contact Veronica at the Rowde shop
01380 739 800

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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Little Hands Made
Bespoke Handmade Cushions         

Tooth Fairy Cushions
Hair Clips

Hair Bands
Bags

Wash/Swimming Bags
Pencil Cases etc

Personalised Christmas Stockings
Christmas Decorations

and much more!
Great presents

for children and adults
Come and Browse
Appointment Only

Call Samantha on 07740 168788 or 
littlehandsmade@yahoo.co.uk

New and Exciting 
volunteering opportunity with 

Wiltshire Citizens Advice
As part of a new service offered by Citizens 
Advice, the Wiltshire Bureaux are seeking 
volunteers to be part of a team to provide 
basic financial education to community 
groups and one to one money mentoring.
The project, funded by Big Lottery, aims to 
empower people to make better budgeting, 
borrowing, saving and banking decisions.  
We will be working with local charities and  
agencies in the community to reach out 
to those needing support and up to date 
knowledge of money matters.
If you are looking for the opportunity to learn 
new skills and develop existing ones, this 
project offers roles as a -

Money Matters Trainer or a 
Money Mentor

Volunteers will receive free training with all 
expenses paid, as well as the opportunity to 
be part of a friendly team and work closely 
with your local community.
All sorts of people volunteer for Wiltshire 
Citizens Advice, and find it challenging, 
rewarding, varied and you  never stop 
learning. We are looking for a minimum 
commitment of a half day per fortnight. 
Wherever you are in Wiltshire from Corsham 
to Ramsbury, Malmesbury to Tidworth, if 
you would like to be a part of this team then 
please contact:
Anne Blackwell
Financial Capability Volunteer Coordinator
Wiltshire Citizens Advice
Kestrel House
Mill Street 
Trowbridge
BA14 8BE
Tel. 01225 781946
E mail anneblackwell@cabwiltshire.org.uk

Richard Ellis
Wall & Floor Tiler

Painting & Decorating 
service

Fully Insured
Free no obligation quotes

Competitive rates call
01380 729828 / 07980797377

Rich-Ellis@outlook.com
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Rowdeford School 
Annual Summer Fete

Saturday 14th June
from 10am to 1pm

As well as all the usual stalls, 
there will be a display of 

Vintage Vehicles and Bikes, 
opportunities to explore the 

woods, singing and lots more!

Entry is just £1.00 per adult
under 16s are free

Please come and join in this 
community event

Thank you
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DO YOU SHOP ON LINE?
YOU COULD RAISE MONEY FOR 

ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
 IT WON’T COST YOU ANYTHING
16 SUPPORTERS DO ALREADY 

(BOOST THE LIST, BOOST THE 
MONEY - £63.93 RAISED ALREADY)

What to do to register:
1. Log onto:  easyfundraising.org.uk  
 (Fundraising ideas, Fundraising for  
 Charity).
2. Click onto ‘I want to support a good  
 cause’.
3. On the next page under ‘Choose a  
 good cause’ type ‘Rowde Village  
 Shop’. Click ‘find’.
4. On the third page click ‘Support’  
 in the green box opposite Rowde  
 Village Shop.
5. Fill in your details. (No need to   
 complete details requested for Gift  
 Aid unless you wish to.)
6. Install ‘Find and Remind’.
Normal Shopping. (Now you are 
registered it will only take one extra click.)
Every time you want to order goods on line, 
go into easyfundraising.org.uk first. Then 
enter the name of the retailer from whom 
you wish to purchase. Easyfundraising 
makes a note of your purchase, collects 
the donation from the retailer and passes it 
to our shop. It won’t cost you a penny! For 
more information go to ‘How it works’ top 
left on the first page.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR HELP, 
E-MAIL:  hazel.aitken2@btinternet.com

Rowde Rainbows (registered Charity 
No. 1028202) is in dire need of an 
extra pair of adult hands
We currently have 18 girls aged between 5 and 7 
years and an even fuller waiting list, many of whom 
are already 5 and so missing out on the fun that 
Rainbows can offer them.
An extra unit helper (aged over 18) will allow us to take 
on more girls.
So if you are able to give up an hour and a half a week on 
a Tuesday night please contact me for more information.

Ailsa Devon 
01380 850081 
07966 230810

Volunteers required
Help in your 

community shop
Please come forward and give 
us a hand. We need all ages 

and all hours
Please phone or e-mail Veronica. Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800 or e-mail 
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Fish now available 
from Rowde Shop
Pre-order or just take pot luck

We will have fresh on a 
Friday and 

frozen the rest of the week
Order today...deliver 

tomorrow
We can even tell you the 

boat that caught it!!!
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The George and Dragon
01380 723 053

Follow us on Facebook or twitter @_thegandd

We look forward to seeing you at the G&D soon
Phil, Mich & Chippy

Summer Sessions
The G&D are quite literally mixing things up this summer with our 

new summer cocktail list. Dark glasses essential the following day!
Mojito

Cucumber Martini
The Classic Cosmo

French Kiss
and a few more....

G&D NEWS
Congratulations to Amy and Mark who have now completed their Level 3 
Apprenticeships, closely followed by Ben who is due to complete as this 
goes to print. Amy in Hospitality Supervision & Leadership and Mark in 

Professional Cookery. They have all worked really hard over the last year 
and we are all very proud of their achievements

Annual Cricket Match
The G&D Cricket team will be taking on Bromham Wednesday Club at 
Spye Park on the first Wednesday in June (4th). If you are up for the 

challenge again this year, pop in and see Phil or let Russell know.

Soho House Takeover
On Tuesday 10th June some of the G&D Staff & its menu will be hosting a 
dinner at the private members club from 7pm. If you fancy seeing how we 
do, you are more than welcome to book your spot.  £60 plus service. Let 

us know if you would like to be there.

World cup
And on that sporty note.... The World Cup games will be shown in the 

sitting room..starting with England’s first game against Italy on Saturday 
14th June at 11pm.

Dare I say it.....let’s hope we last longer than the last one!!
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NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
This year’s Garden Fair was a gloriously sunny 
day which brought lots of visitors from far and 
wide. As usual Treacle and her piglets caused 
great delight amongst the crowds. Especially 
when rolling in the mud to cool down, shaking 
herself she caught a few people unawares, 
making them jump for cover. There were 
more stalls selling plants and Garden furniture 
than ever before. Vaughan’s kitchen made 
special garlic and pork sausages to sell, along 
with other tasty goodies. Entertainment was 
provided by young folk group Threepenny Bit 
and by Jack the Magician. See photos from the 
fair on the centre pages.
Six lucky students from the girls boarding 
unit got to spend two nights aboard Hannah, 
a Canal boat run by The Bruce Trust. They 
opened the locks and walked along the canal 
path, discovering 20 different species of birds 
and wildlife.
Humanities Day this term covered Volcanos 
by the Year 8s who made erupting volcanoes 
in the classroom and learnt what caused 
them to erupt. 
The Year 10 and 11s covered The 1960s, 
including Man landing on the Moon, The 
Beatles music, Fashion, Pop Art and 
Entertainment. Y9 Dug for Victory, made 
Anderson shelters and cooked carrot cakes 
from a WW1 recipe.
Year 7’s topic was Transport and they spent the 
day at Swindon Steam Museum.
Kate Bowerbank
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NEWS FROM ROWDE C of E PRIMARY ACADEMY

As this short 5th term comes to a close we can 
look back on all that we have packed into it.
Firstly I would like to congratulate all the 
children in the house ‘Silbury Hill’ who had the 
most merits and won the House Trophy! What 
a great achievement from all of you.
We began this term with all of key stage 
2 children taking part in a celebration of 
William Shakespeare. Then Orion class 
joined Nursteed, Wansdyke and All Cannings 
schools to put on a collaborative performance 
of Romeo and Juliet. It was amazing how 
the four schools were able to present the 
play; there were 8 Romeo’s and 8 Juliet’s! 
The children put on two performances that 
were well rehearsed and modern, everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed watching it. 
Last Saturday, members of our Academy choir 
joined with the Wooton Bassett Brass Band, at 
St Matthews’s church, to put on a marvellous 
musical concert. The music was a real mixture 
of classical and modern with some film theme 
tunes mixed in too! We were all tapping our 

Have you visited the mobile library recently? It stops at the Village Hall on alternate 
Mondays from 3.20 – 3.50. The mobile stocks a large range of information books and 
novels, from the latest thriller to best-selling autobiographies, cookery and gardening. There 
is also a wide selection of large print and talking books. Parents with young children, will 
find a great range of picture books, story CDs and films on DVD for them to enjoy; there are 
information books and plenty of exciting reading for older children as well.
It’s free to join the library, ¬just bring along proof of your name and address and the mobile 
library manager will sign you up immediately – they are always happy to help.
For more details visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries or telephone 01985 216022

The mobile library stops in Rowde

feet and swaying along! It was lovely to be part 
of such a great community event. 
Next week, our year 4 class, Cassiopeia, are 
going on their annual residential visit to New 
Barn. New Barn Field Centre is a residential 
& day field study centre. It is set in the middle 
of its own nature reserve overlooking some 
of Dorset’s most glorious down land it gives 
our children a real sense of the past and 
the possible future to come. I know that the 
children are looking forward to going and I 
know that they will have a great time. 
Currently our year 6 children are sitting 
their SAT’s. I have been so impressed with 
the maturity in which they have tackled 
these. After SATs they can enjoy their last 
few months with us before they leave for 
secondary school.
Looking ahead to the final term of the year, we 
have Sports days, our school production and 
Rowde’s Got Talent! I am also looking forward 
to meeting some of the RVN readers at the 
Rowde Village Fete.
Lorraine Colquhoun, Headteacher

Silbury Hill House, the winners of the most merits this term
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What a busy month this has been! With the 
good weather the crops in the fields have 
been growing fast and have received all 
their nutrition. The wet spell at the end of 
April delayed some of the spraying that is 
necessary to control diseases but we have 
now caught up and everything is looking well.
We have been laying some drains and 
concrete in front of the new machinery 
shed, and landscaping the areas around the 
buildings that went up last year. We were 
fortunate in obtaining some decent light soil, 
which is much easier to use than the heavy 
clay that the farm is built on. The areas around 
the new grain store will be planted with wild 
flowers which will hopefully attract the bees 
which have been very busy on the oilseed 
rape fields up until now. 
It is shearing time again. Once the weather 
has warmed up the sheep can have their 
annual haircut! We are hoping that some of 
them will last until Open Day on 8th June and 
can be shorn then. Apart from being hot with 
a woolly fleece, the main problem is fly-strike. 
The Blowfly lays eggs on dirty parts of the 
sheep and once the maggots hatch they will 
borrow into the skin. This year has been a bad 
year for this pest. We had a school visit timed 
for the shearer this year, so the children were 
able to see him in action.
All the kids and lambs are now back out in 
the fields. The grass is growing well and they 
are putting on weight rapidly. We have one 
un-expected late pregnancy so there may be 
some really small lambs on Open Day.
Farm inspections take place at least once 
a year. We had ours last week and every 
thing was found to be in order! They look at 
cleanliness and the general upkeep of the 
sheds, record keeping and check that we have 
all the correct certificates for all the operations 
like spraying etc. 
Open Farm Sunday is on Sunday 8th June 
and we hope to see you all then. This is a 
national event organised by LEAF (Linking the 
Environment and Farming) aimed at promoting 
British farms and food production. In the spirit 
of the organisation entry is free and over 300 
farms are taking part. This year we will have 
two barbeques and two tractors and trailers 
taking people in rides. We have some alpacas 
and all the usual animals and activities. Last 
year over 1300 people came and enjoyed a 

day out and we made a donation to Help for 
Heroes from the sales of burgers and drinks. 
We are open from 11am to 5pm and there 
are details in the shop or elsewhere in this 
magazine.

John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

Ben the goat is now 3 months old and learning to climb!

The sprayer has been fitted with narrow tyres so 
that it does not damage the growing crops
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SALADS & PUDDINGS 
EVENING

Friday 6th June 2014
At St Matthew’s Church, Rowde - 6.30pm
A selection of homemade Salads and Puddings

ADULTS £6 / CHILDREN (Under 12) £2
Places are limited so please ring/e-mail Gavin Moss on 01380 729160          

mosscadet@lineone.net to reserve your tickets

With not much of a fanfare, a long standing 
free Anti-Virus (“A.V.”) program “Microsoft 
Security Essentials” (a.k.a M.S.E. a.k.a. 
“Essentials”) has been discontinued. If this 
is still in place as A.V protection on a PC 
then it is limited - it is no longer collecting 
any updates containing information about 
new viruses. As such the PC is vulnerable 
to newer viruses and the longer M.S.E. 
remains as the anti-virus protection, the 
more exposed it is.
There is only one solution - replace 
it.  And whatever you replace it with, it 
is essential to remove Essentials (see 
what I did there?). Even out of date anti-
virus programs will cause issues if run 
alongside other anti-virus programs… it’s 
a case of only one at a time. M.S.E. needs 
to go to that great recycling bin in the sky.
What to replace it with then? Well, as it 
was a free A.V. solution I am just looking 
at other free solutions.  Here are just four 
well known possibilities to begin with. 
I couldn’t say any one of them is better 
than another. Some I am more impressed 
with, purely because of extra features 
available. These will all do the job of 
catching viruses as well as each other on 
the whole. These are also far from being 
a definitive list; google for anti-virus 
programs and you can find more than you 
could poke a poking thing at.
A.V.G. - an old ‘un but a good ‘un. Went 
through a period of being considered 
“bloatware” and resource hungry but is 
back up as a major player.  
Avast! - quite an impressive offering. 
A decent user interface without 
confusing questions.

Comodo Anti-virus - Most impressive. 
Contains built in sandboxing which is 
a way of running programs including 
browsers in a secure protected 
environment, and a tidy firewall. The 
downsides are that the firewall aspect 
can ask questions and conformations 
that many users may find irritating and 
even confusing.
Bitdefender - a free home edition of a major 
business orientated solution.
All of these have paid for versions too, or 
options on installation that instead of being 
free for ever, install a time limited trial. The 
trial options give you far more bang for 
your (zero) bucks, but will time out and 
will need purchasing or replacing again. 
Also be careful when installing to avoid 
optional extras which you will never need, 
or making changes to your system such 
as your default web browser! It’s the price 
you pay for getting otherwise excellent 
software for free I guess.
CAVEATS: Any A.V. protection is only as 
good as the human behind it all. Opening 
attachments in unsolicited emails, or from 
people you have never heard of, or using 
warez (“cracked”) software that may be 
bundled with more that you bargained for, 
may introduce viruses, trojans, worms and 
spyware behind the A.V. program’s back. 
Being sensible with what you do is better 
protection than just relying on a piece of 
software to protect you.  You may have a 
burglar alarm at home…  but I bet you lock 
your front door as well.
The P.C. Doctor is on hand to help with all 
and any I.T. related issues. 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk   07833696328

ESSENTIALLY YOURS
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We also had another visit from Foxy Loxy 
who took three of our Hens. I did catch him 
in the act (7.30am) so managed to save 
the other three. It is always around April/
May time that he comes so a warning to all 
hen keepers, keep your girls in a little longer 
during the spring! 
I have since got four more girls from Chalk Hill 
Poultry - a Chalk Hill Blue, Chalk Hill Pearl, 
Columbian Black Tail and a Rode Island Red. 
The Chalk Hill Blue was given to us free as 
Austin said he wanted a hen who laid blue 
eggs. They had sold out of them but the farmer 
had one he could give us as she had a crooked 
beak. Austin was delighted and named HIM!!! 
Thomas, bless Austin he is only four years old 
and checks every day for his blue egg. 
Ozzy finally managed to find some tadpoles 
so he is waiting patiently for them to be almost 
frogs so that he can release them into his 
nature reserve at the bottom of the garden.

My next project maybe becoming a foster 
mum to hedgehogs, I will keep you posted!!
Hope you enjoyed my bit in pets corner, Sarah

Austin collecting eggs, “oh bother, no blue ones again!”

Hens n friends
Hello this is the Bowler Family again. You may 
remember our last contribution to pets corner last 
summer telling you about our menagerie here at 
the Bowler household. Well since then we have 
had a few developments. Unfortunately last July 
Kelly our beloved 
dog lost her battle 
with cancer, it was 
very sad and we 
were not going to 
get another dog but 
the house felt so 
quiet without her 
(even with Ozzy 
and Austin) that we 
got another dog 
called Benza. He is 
a rescue dog and 
was abandoned on 
a farm in Ireland. 
He had taken some 
time to settle in but 
is now very happy. He still has his moments but it 
is a joy to see how he has come on. 

PETS CORNER

Footnote: if you have photos, or can take 
some, of your pets, please send them in and 
tell us something about them, Ed

Ozzy and his tadpoles

Benza and pa

photographs by Sarah Bowler
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DID YOU KNOW?
Below are ten facts about June:
1. The birthstones for June are the pearl 
and moonstone. 
2. The birth flower for June is the rose. 
3. The zodiac signs for June are Gemini (May 
21 - June 20) and Cancer (June 21 - July 22) 
4. June 5 - World Environment Day 
5. On June 6th, Sweden celebrates its national 
holiday, Flag Day.
6. Finland’s Flag Day is celebrated on the 
Saturday closest to June 24.
7. On June 12, The Philippines’ Independence 
Day is celebrated. 
8. June 15 - Father’s Day 
9.  On June 15, 1215, the Magna Carta was 
granted by King John.
10. On June 18, 1812, the United States 
declared war on Great Britain.  
....and here’s an article about number 10 on the list:
DID YOU KNOW THAT THE USA ONCE 
DECLARED WAR ON GREAT BRITAIN?
(Editor’s note - written by an American historian)
In 1812, Britain and America went to war over 
Canada. Today, Canada is beating them both!
Two hundred and two years ago, on June 18, 1812, 
the United States declared war on Great Britain. No 
one had right on their side; the outcome was a draw. 
America wanted a bit of Canada and to stop the British 
from kidnapping its sailors. The nasty old Brits were 
also arming the Native Americans, whose land the 
Americans wanted to steal. Had the British won the 
War of 1812, they might have helped create a viable 
Native American nation dominating the Great Lakes 
region. Alas, it wasn’t to be. The Americans scored 
successes in 1813, seizing parts of Western Ontario 
and destroying the Native American dream. The Brits 
fought back in 1814 and razed Washington DC to the 
ground. The Americans repulsed British invasions of 
New York, Baltimore and New Orleans, and a peace 
was signed on December 24, 1814. During the course 
of the war, thousands of American slaves escaped 
to freedom in Canada. Perhaps that was the great 
paradox of 1812: a slave holding republic took arms 
against a monarchy committed to emancipation.
The Americans have a habit of only remembering 
the good things about their history, so they recall 
the conflict mostly for the fact that it gave them their 
national anthem. The British remember nothing of 
their history, so it doesn’t even enter the popular 
consciousness. For Canada, however, 1812 created a 
myth of self-reliance and national destiny. Two hundred 
years later and they are realizing both by economically 
outpacing the former great powers. How?
Until the 1990s, Canada was building up a massive 
European-style welfare state. In 1993 the deficit 
was worth 6.6 percent of GDP and by 1994 debt 
had hit 101 percent. The economy was growing; the 
problem was that the generous welfare provision that 

Canadians regarded as part of their DNA was sapping 
their wealth. In response, finance minister Paul Martin 
decided to return the Canadian economy to the old 
fundamentals of the liberal state – encourage growth, 
keep finances under control, provide a basic safety 
net. Between 1994 and 1996 he cut spending by 
C$14 billion – 15 percent, across the board. Growth 
slowed and Canadians saw sacrosanct programs 
reduced to emergency relief. It was one of the boldest 
experiments in retrenchment ever tried.
But it worked. Since 2000 Canada has run sizeable 
surpluses and growth has been consistent and 
large. As a result, it now beats the UK on many 
economic indexes. Despite welfare reform, it’s also 
a slightly more equal society; poverty is lower and 
income is more evenly distributed. It can even afford 
a comparatively stronger commitment to foreign 
aid. The Good Society is still in evidence: drug use 
is lower, church affiliation higher and Canadians 
report that they are more proud of their country than 
the Brits. As Dan Hannan has argued, Canadian 
confidence in Canada is driven by the fact that it 
has done many of the basic things that a modern 
nation state needs to do to thrive: hold the line on 
taxes, keep spending under control, reduce illicit 
immigration and foster a spirit of self reliance.
Of course, Canada has also had the good fortune to 
find itself sitting on a lot of oil. As such it has ridden an 
export boom that would be hard for others to replicate 
(although the US does itself no favours by its present 
energy policy). It has also been helped by robust 
consumerism south of the border. By devaluing and 
making its cuts in the good times, Canada set itself 
up well to survive the bad.
Therefore, it is tempting to dismiss Canada’s 
success as good luck. But the UK has had similar 
opportunities and it blew every one of them. Britain 
didn’t devalue quickly enough in the 1960s. In the 
1970s, she discovered oil and wasted its revenues. 
In the boom years of 1995-2008, she spent her 
income rashly rather than investing it. Moreover, 
Britain has embraced austerity with all the timidity of 
a hypochondriac hugging a leper. Public spending 
rose in 2010-2011, and fell by just 1.5 percent in 2011. 
Government spending in 2012 was £22 billion higher 
than it was in 2008. Compare that to the headline 
figure of a 15 percent cut in Canadian spending in the 
mid-1990s. In short, Canada managed her good luck 
better than the British did.
And so, two years ago, America celebrated the 
200th anniversary of the 1812 war in highly ironic 
circumstances. The British Empire is long gone; 
American power is dwindling. Both nations are mired 
in debt and increasingly owned by China, a country 
that was owned wholesale by the West. Meanwhile, 
plucky little Canada – little more than a fur trapper 
outpost in 1812 – is the nation on the up-and-up. “O 
Canada … With glowing hearts we see thee rise.” 
And with green eyes, too.
Tim Stanley
Dr Tim Stanley is a historian of the United 
States. His personal website is www.
timothystanley.co.uk and you can follow him 
on Twitter @timothy_stanley.
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Ollie, the miniature horse 
and Clive, the alpaca

Storm, the Continental Lop

EDUCATING ANIMALS
My name is Dave and I operate a small 
business from Rowde.  We cover the whole of 
Wiltshire and visit pre-schools, schools, care 
homes, residential homes and village or school 
fetes, providing very friendly, therapeutic 
animals for education or enjoyment.
The animals include guinea pigs (as yet 
unnamed), Storm the continental lop, Charlie 
and Lola the ducks, plus we have some young 
ones born this year who are also unnamed.  
Bouncer and Honey are our pygmy goats plus 
the new addition Snowy.  Portland sheep, 
which are a rare breed; Wookie the Ram along 
with his four wives and Mickey who was born 
earlier in the year.  Ollie is the miniature horse 
and last but not least, Clive the alpaca who is 
warm hearted and cuddly.
We also have Treacle, a British Lop pig, who is 
permanently based at Rowdeford School and 
provides enjoyment for the children and the staff.  
She also has therapeutic benefits for the pupils.
Dave Buscombe

Bouncer and Honey, pygmy 
goats

Daisy and Valentine, the new goats

Charlie, Lola and babies Snowy, the new kid

Wookie, Holly and Mickey

Dave and Wookie, the 
Portland ram

The guinea pigs enjoying the sun
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Events are happening nationally 
to commemorate the outbreak of 
WW1 – so what is going to happen 
in Rowde?  How can we remember 
what happened 100 years ago?
In last month’s magazine we heard about 
a booklet being produced by Michael 
Cornwell and Ian Hughes to honour those 
from Rowde who fell during the war.  If 
you have any information about anyone 
listed on the village’s war memorial please 
contact Alan Watters, our Village News’ 
editor – details in the magazine or on our 
village website.
Planning has already started on a range 
of other activities with the aim of involving 
as many people, of all ages, as possible. 
Events will be held in September and 
October culminating in two services – our 
usual service at 3pm on Remembrance 
Sunday (9th November) and an additional 
Service of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial in the churchyard at 11am on 
Tuesday 11th November. 
WW1 will be a focus for the curriculum 
in the autumn term at Rowde Primary 
Academy. This will include learning about 
the role of horses in the war, how young 
men enlisted as soldiers in 1914, and the 
importance of helping on farms to ensure 
there was enough food for the nation.  The 
school would love to involve members 
of the village in the children’s learning 
programme. Do you have stories and 
pictures of relatives who fought in WW1?   
Please contact the headteacher, Lorraine 
Colquhoun, if you can help.  
The school is also planning to host a 1914 
tea party for the village in September – 
more information later. In church we will be 
making a special kneeler and you will be 
welcome to come in to St Matthew’s and 
add some stitches - details to follow.
You will soon notice a large planter of 
flowers on The Hill which Pam Evans 
is organising.  It is hoped that this will 
be a permanent floral memorial to 

commemorate WW1.  You may have 
already noticed the cross which has been 
cut into the grass in the churchyard – 
please keep an eye on that, too
The emblem of WW1 is of course the 
poppy.  Already every family with a child 
in Rowde Primary Academy has been 
given a packet of poppy seeds to plant 
in their gardens and poppies are to be 
grown in the churchyard.  We should have 
a splendid display of poppies around the 
village in the summer. However we would 
like to go one stage further and create 
a ‘poppy trail’ around the village in mid-
October just before the school half term 
break.  The aim is to cover the village with 
poppies of all sizes made from a range 
of materials – glass, wood, felt, recycled 
materials, paper or plastic.  Angie Singh, 
who helped us make the Jubilee mosaic 
displayed in the Village Shop, is going 
to help us make mosaic poppies that will 
become permanent reminders of what 
happened 100 years ago.  We have 
already had confirmation from a number 
of businesses in Rowde who will be 
making and displaying poppies for the trail 
including the Village Shop, the Cross Keys, 
the George and Dragon, Slades Garage, 
Andy Goodfield, HfT…..  as well as our 
two schools – Rowde Primary Academy 
and Rowdeford – the Church, the Parish 
Council and Village Hall.  
No community was untouched by the 
events of the Great War, which is why we 
have come together to mark the centenary 
– not just this year but over the next four 
years Is there an event that you would like 
to arrange to help us commemorate the 
events of 100 years ago?  If so let us know 
and we can add it the list.  
Look out for events as they are publicised 
and start planning how you could make 
a poppy to put outside your house in 
October – let’s fill the village with poppies!
Lorraine Colquhoun, John Rees              
and Jackie Bawden

Commemorating
World War 1
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Well, this year seems to be flying by.  It’s hard 
to believe we are nearly halfway through. 
As always we have been busy, not least 
with grass cutting as this lovely weather has 
encouraged a huge growth spurt and grass 
seems to be growing faster than we can cut it. 
We held our ‘Dress a Girl Around The World 
‘ event on the 9th May. It was attended by 
9 people who came along with their sewing 
machines and all made a dress on the night. 
Some people took the material to make some 
more at home, but all agreed they had a 
lovely evening and would love to do it again. 
So watch this space!

On Friday 16th May a member of our 
Independent support team organised a ‘Fish and 
Chip Supper’ to raise money for ‘sia’ ( Spinal 
Injuries Association) as part of their awareness 
day. A traditional Fish and Chip supper was 
organised complete with mushy peas and they 
ran a raffle as well. Around 30 people we support 
attended and raised just under £65. A big thank 
you to all who helped and attended. 
We are just putting the final touches to our 
annual music festival which will start on Friday 
20th June at 5pm with a performance from 
our Drama group of ‘The Blues Brothers’  and 

NEWS FROM Hft
following that our 
choir will perform. 
Then the evening 
is given over to 
Marland Music 
Promotions (who 
are providing 
many of our acts) 
with sets from 
Benji Clements 
and other local 
acts. We are so 
grateful to Ronnie 
for all the help 
and support she 
and her acts 
have given us.  
Saturday 21st kicks off at 2pm with Bromham 
Belly Dancers followed by a day of local acts 
and choirs performing,  finishing with our 
headline act… from The Voice 2013,  De’Vide 
. All exciting stuff! Along with a variety of stalls 
and our Orchard Café and an all day BBQ, all 
we need now is good weather! 
Anyone who would like to come along 
please contact me for tickets  or if you are 
interested in having a stall please contact 
Emma Hughes  on 725455. Anyone living in 
adjoining property to Hft in Springfield Rd will 
be given tickets automatically. 
Any offers of help gratefully received. 
Finally, we took 3 people we support to the 
regional RDA (Riding for the Disabled Association) 
competition on Monday at Manton and all 3 
qualified for the National Championships which 
will be held in Hartpury in July. 
Let’s all hope the sun stays out for the next 
few months. 
Jan Emm

TEEN TOPICS
“My thoughts are 
stars I cannot fathom 
into constellations.”
At the time of writing I 
am feeling brilliant…
although, depending on 
the result of my driving 
test/exams, this could 
all change pretty quickly. 
It dawned on me that I 
have so much to look 
forward to in the coming 
months, one of the things being the upcoming 
film ‘The fault in our stars’.  This story started 
out as my favourite book when a friend lent 
it to me last year. Unless you have read the 

book, I don’t think you can appreciate John 
Green’s beautiful storytelling, featuring a cancer 
sufferer Hazel and her ‘friend’ Gus.  The book 
had me in tears so I can imagine the film will 
too. Although you may think it sounds incredibly 
depressing, I think Green does a brilliant job 
of turning such a tragic subject into such an 
amazing story. The title, which stems from the 
line in the Shakespeare play Julius Caesar  
‘The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, / But 
in ourselves, that we are underlings’, forms 
the start of a stunning  novel which pulls at the 
heartstrings and makes for a heartwarming 
read. The film is released on the 20th of June 
and I’m definitely not counting down!
Mols x
(Please email me your thoughts at 
mollydilling@googlemail.com).
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PHOTO FUN
People this month! Do you have any amusing 
photos of people or pets? Send them in!

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Any Council Litter Bin Will Do

With the ever changing world of waste, it can 
make it difficult for anyone to understand how 
they should dispose of their litter, so the council is 
making it easy for residents with its ‘Any Council 
Litter Bin Will Do’ campaign. 
The message is a simple one.  Whether dog waste, litter, 
cigarette butts or chewing gum; put it in your nearest litter 
waste bin.
If you are walking your dog and there is a nearby litter 
bin, you can simply use this.  If there is no nearby litter 
bin, take it home and dispose of it in the council provided 
household waste bin.  
There is no longer a need for expensive specialised bins 
for dog waste as all the council’s disposal facilities can 
accept this waste.  This means all litter can be simply 
mixed and disposed of together.  Easier, cheaper and 
more convenient.
Although the number of litter bins the council has in the 
community is fixed, Wiltshire Council is happy to re-site 
litter bins if requested by a parish or town council.  This 
allows parish and town councils to identify their local 
needs and requirements.  Providing the number of litter 
bins in an area does not exceed the current numbers, the 
council is happy to assist.
The council will also be reviewing the frequency of 
emptying litter bins over the next twelve months.  
There are some very exciting innovations that allow 
the council to match the frequency of emptying to the 
use of a litter bin, maximising the use of resources and 
ensuring Council Tax Payers money is wisely spent.
Parish and town councils who may wish to relocate 
existing bins should contact their local Highways 
Coordinator on the below number to request the changes.
There is also new legalisation that means that certain 
commercial premises are responsible for their customer’s 
waste outside their properties.  Sometimes the best way 
to meet this requirement is for the premises to provide 
and maintain litter bins themselves.  This only recognises 
what historically the local village shop undertook, or new 
businesses, such as McDonalds, with their provision of 
community litter bins.  If town or parish councils wish to 
discuss these arrangements their local Coordinator will 
also be pleased to help.
I hope this is useful and remember next time you are 
walking your dog ‘any council litter bin will do!’
Further Enquiries to: Adrian Hampton, 01249 706799

Aster Communities 
Zone 27 Panel

AGM
To be held at The Owl, 

Bromham
Monday June 2nd at 

10.30am 
Please come along
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Local News

ROWDE HIT CAVALIER FOR SIX
Cross Keys Rowde football team may have 
blown their chance to finish as Division Four 
runners up but Josh Scott’s side, who had 
just beat Bath Road 2-1, were determined 
to sign off with a victory at near neighbours 
Cavalier FC.
The villagers, who were held to a 3-3 draw the 
last time the sides met, coasted to a 6-2 triumph 
at Northbrook. 
Goals from Paul Revening and goalkeeper 
Dave Siswick twice put Cavalier in front but 
goals for Bradley Whitbread, Greg Wilmott and 
Matt Lever meant that Rowde went into the 
break leading 3-2. 
A second from Bradley Whitbread and Matt 
Lever along with Ashley Armstrong’s single 
made up Rowde’s half dozen

SLUGGISH TRADE PUTS BROMHAM 
POST OFFICE IN DOUBT
Bromham 
shopowners 
Adrian and Thea 
Dunn are urging 
people to use the 
Post Office or it 
will close. 
The Post Office 
relocated to 
Bromham Stores, 
in The Chantry, at 
the beginning of 
February, but the 
couple say usage 
is disappointing. 
Mrs Dunn, 41, 
said: “Business at 
the Post Office has been really slow. People 
don’t seem to know it’s moved. The shop is 
subsidising the Post Office and we have got 
the Post Office on a year’s contract and if at the 
end of the year it’s not been worthwhile we will 
say it’s got to go. 
“The Post Office isn’t making anything, the shop is 
holding it up at the moment. The Post Office has 
to be viable. It cost us personally a lot of money to 
put in the Post Office facility in the shop.” 
The Post Office was previously in New Road, 
Bromham, and was run by David Price for 16 
years, before he retired at the end of January. 
Mr Dunn took on an extra member of staff with 
the relocation of the Post Office. 

It is open for longer than previously and open 
seven days a week, the same hours as the shop. 
Mr Dunn and his wife took over Bromham 
Stores in June 2011. They moved from 
Swanage, Dorset, where Mr Dunn was a 
stonemason. They have ten-year-old twins, a 
boy and a girl. 
Mrs Dunn said: “When I used the Post Office 
when it was at David’s place there were always 
people in there and sometimes there were 
queues. Now, sometimes only a handful of 
people a day are using it, it’s just such a shame. 
I don’t know if people, including in Rowde and 
Sandy Lane, know that it has moved to our shop. 
I think it’s lack of awareness that the Post Office 
is still in Bromham. We really need people to use 
it otherwise we are going to lose it.” 
Peter Paget, chairman of Bromham Parish 
Council, said: “I am disappointed that more 
people are not using the Post Office. It could be 
because it’s difficult to park there, but if it’s not 
paying we shall lose it.” 

ACCIDENT PARTIALLY BLOCKED 
A361 AT CAEN HILL, ROWDE
On Monday 12th May the A361 at Caen Hill, 
Rowde, was partially blocked for several hours 
in both directions at the Whistley Road junction. 
The road reopened at 4.20pm.

CRICKET: ALSOP’S HAMPSHIRE 
BOOST
Rowde teenager Tom Alsop has been awarded 
a development contract with first-class county 
Hampshire for the next two years. 

The 18-year old wicketkeeper/batsman burst 
onto the scene last season when he was called 
upon to keep during Hampshire’s Yorkshire 

Source - Gazette & Herald
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The sun shone and a great day was had by the 
many many people who visited on the day.
See also the centre pages for photos of the 
event. 

SHOP STAFF CLEAR UP BEAUTY SPOT
Half a FlyMo lawnmower, a traffic cone and a 
pair of trousers were among the 31-bag haul 
of rubbish retrieved from the towpath of the 
Kennet and Avon Canal near Rowde in May by 
volunteers from Marks & Spencer.
Twenty-one members of staff from the local 
branch turned up at the Caen Hill flight of locks 
for a day in May to tidy up the popular tourist 
attraction. They picked up dozens of bottles, 
cardboard boxes and cigarette packets.
Steve Manzi, the Canal & River Trust’s 
volunteer co-ordinator, said: “It was a great day, 
and huge thanks go to the M&S volunteers 
for their work. Caen Hill is one of the most 
beautiful and popular sections of the canal 
anywhere in the country. The local community 
do a huge amount to support it and events like 
this are a great help to keep it in the condition it 
deserves.”
SWEET SUCCESS FOR CAKE STALL
Rowde Academy recently collected £130 for 
the Gazette & Herald’s ‘Give us a Chance’ 
appeal from a cake stall organised by teaching 
assistant Jo Harper and Year 5 pupil Evie 
Harcourt-Cooz
SKATE PARK GRAFFITI
Police were appealing for witnesses after graffiti 
was sprayed in the Rowde skateboard park on 
May 15th.
CROSS KEYS ARE CHAMPIONS!
The Cross Keys darts team has won the B 
division of the Wadworth Devizes and District 
Darts League with 201 points, a clear 25 points 
ahead of The Drummer Boy who came runner 
up with 176 points. Well done to all the players!
YOUTH WORKERS FACE 
REDUNDANCY
Every youth worker in wiltshire is facing 
redundancy following a Wiltshire Council 
decision toslash staff numbers. It has led to 
fears that vulnerable youngsters will be left 
without expert help.
The redundancy process started on May 21st 
as part of a council move to cut the numbers of 
youth workers in Wiltshire from 144 to just 25.

Local News

Bank 40 match against Lancashire at The 
Ageas Bowl after Adam Wheater suffered an 
injury during the warm-up. 
Potterne player Alsop has since impressed in 
second team cricket for the county and said: 
“My aim at the start of the year was to earn 
myself a professional contract by the end of 
the season, so the fact I’ve done it in April is 
a great feeling. The club have shown a lot of 
faith in me by offering me a two-year contract so 
hopefully I can continue to impress and have a 
good season.”
Alsop, also an England age-group hockey 
international, hit 150 against a Surrey 2nd XI in 
a pre-season friendly earlier this month. 
He added: “Playing a key role in the 
Hampshire Second XI, averaging around 40, 
is what I’m aiming for now this season. My 
recent hundred against Surrey has given me a 
lot of confidence to hopefully try and push for a 
spot in the First Team.” 
Hampshire Director of Cricket Giles White said: 
“Tom is a real talent and his early season form 
has showed that he has the potential to play a 
big part in Hampshire’s future. This is just the 
start for Tom, and hopefully he can keep working 
hard to make sure he fulfils his potential.”

FURRY FRIENDS STEAL THE SHOW!
Visitors to the charity Garden Fair at 
Rowdeford School were able to meet some 
furry and fluffy friends.
Rowdeford Garden Fair was held in the 
grounds of Rowdeford School on Sunday 
18th May and it had specialist bedding 
plants, shrubs and herbs, tools and garden 
accessories, garden furniture, heritage seeds, 
live entertainment and food.
There were also some rare breed sheep, 
goats, miniature horses, rabbits and the star of 
the show was sow Treacle and her 11 piglets. 
Also in attendance were the alpacas Clive, 
Raven and Boris who, together with many other 
animals on view, belong to Dave Buscombe of 
Rowde-based company Dave & Ewe who bring 
their animals to schools and day centres. (See 
phoptos and read more about these animals on 
page 24)
Latchways of Devizes sponsored the ninth 
annual garden fair with Peter Vaughan 
of Devizes providing bistro-style lunches, 
Bromham WI serving afternoon teas and a 
Pimm’s tent and ice-creams.
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ROWDEFORD JAZZ
The Archer Pearce Duo made their name with 
classical arrangements and music from the 
modern jazz era, performing all over the UK, in 
Europe and Asia.

They will perform a lunchtime concert in St 
Andrew’s Church on Tuesday, June 10, but 
will also be at Southfield House care home in 
Victoria Road and at Rowdeford School.

MARSH LANE RESURFACED            
....AT LAST!

Local News

At the heart of your community

New kid on the block
Hello! My name is Alex North and I am the 
new Good Neighbour Co-ordinator for the 
Devizes Community Area. 
You may have already seen me out and 
about. I am currently in the process of visiting 
as many individuals and groups as possible 
to introduce myself and begin to try and put 
faces to names (and remember them for that 
matter). If you see me around please don’t 
hesitate to come over and say hello. You may 
even be able to help me with directions!
For those that may not know, Good 
Neighbours is all about linking residents 
with the services that they need to remain 
independent in the community. It is a free, 
confidential and non-judgemental service and 
works by referral.
Something that I am personally very keen to 
do is reach out to those that, for a number 
of reasons, do not come to the lunch clubs, 
friendship circles or activity groups. Social 
interaction is very important and I invite 
ideas or thoughts that any of you may have 
to help remove barriers and improve it in our 
area. Maybe it is something we can work 
together on...
With regards to getting in contact, you can 
reach me via the details below. If calling, 
please leave a message and I will get back to 
you as soon as I can.
I look forward to meeting you.
Alex North, Good Neighbour
Co-ordinator for Devizes Community Area
M: 07557 922027
Email: anorth@communityfirst.org.uk

GOOD NEIGHBOUR 
NEWS

The finishing touches - a job well done!

Second day and they are nearly there

End of the first day and one side done

photographs by Alan Watters
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‘Oriental Poppies’ painting by Ann Swan

Local News

THREE ROWDE ARTISTS FEATURE 
IN THIS YEAR’s MARLBOROUGH 
OPEN STUDIOS!
There’s a buzz in the countryside!
This summer, more than 50 artists will be 
opening their studio doors, taking part in 
Marlborough Open Studios, over four weekends 
starting 28/29 June, 5/6, 12/13 and 19/20 July.
It will be an exciting time as 15 new and 
highly respected artists have joined the 
scheme this year, offering a rich diversity 
of art to be discovered in our beautiful 
area. You have the chance to visit the 
artists in their working environment, find 
out what makes them tick and maybe buy 
some wonderful art without a gallery’s 
hefty premium!
Our website www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk 
is packed with information on all the artists, 
and we have suggested trails to follow with 
nice places to eat and interesting things to see 
on the way.
Many shops in Marlborough High Street will 
also feature artworks from most of our artists, 
and a guide for this will be in our brochure. 
These will be distributed far and wide in the 
area from the middle of May.
Also we have a wonderful showcase exhibition 
at the Mount House Gallery in Marlborough, 

30 May - 5 June, where you’ll see a sample 
of art from all the artists taking part.
Please come and support our artists - we 
need them and it would be a dull world 
without them!
The Rowde artists taking part are Ann Swan, 
Jill Myerscough and Caroline Keevil.
Ann Swan is one of this country’s leading 
botanical artists working primarily in coloured 
pencil and graphite. Ann’s original pencil 
drawings take many hours of intense 
observation and are imbued with a strong 
sense of design. She takes her inspiration 
from our rich and diverse plant life and makes 
us look with fresh eyes at the familiar. She 
teaches from Rowde Court Studios in Marsh 
Lane and around the world and shares her 
techniques in her book ‘Botanical Painting 
with Coloured Pencils’.
Jill Myerscough lives in The Manor house 
just off the High Street in Rowde. Jill’s original 
background in textiles informs her passion 
for natural forms in landscape and in her 
still life paintings.  Her particular interest in 
colour and light perminates throughout her 
work, creating harmonious composistions and 
painterly affects.  Her work is influenced by 
Winifred Nicholson and Ivon Hitchens
Caroline Keevil migrated from Clevancy to 
Rowde earlier this year and looks forward 
to welcoming you to her new studio at The 
Old Vicarage. There will be tea, coffee and 
homemade brownies and a warm welcome. 
Caroline specialises in calligraphy.
Look out for their advert on page 36, Ed

image  C  Ann Swan

M A R L B O R O U G H
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The weather could not have been better for this year’s ROWDEFORD GARDEN FAIR - the best ever in its 
nine year history.
The sun shone all day, plants were loaded into cars by happy customers, the Pimms flowed, the ice creams 
melted and Peter Vaughan’s sausages and other dishes on offer were much in demand.  Dave & Ewe’s animals 
(Treacle, the school’s pig and her three piglets, the alpacas, miniature horses, sheep, rabbits, goats and ducks 
kept cool under the trees and were of huge interest to both adults and children.  
Last, but not least, there was the woodland walk with activities and information about Learning Outside 
The Classroom.
It is hoped that the event will have raised £6,500 - £7,000 towards the Rowdeford ECO Centre Project.
For further information please contact Rosie Berry on 01380 722820 or 07900 225083 rosieberry@btconnect.com

ROWDEFORD GARDEN FAIR
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The weather could not have been better for this year’s ROWDEFORD GARDEN FAIR - the best ever in its 
nine year history.
The sun shone all day, plants were loaded into cars by happy customers, the Pimms flowed, the ice creams 
melted and Peter Vaughan’s sausages and other dishes on offer were much in demand.  Dave & Ewe’s animals 
(Treacle, the school’s pig and her three piglets, the alpacas, miniature horses, sheep, rabbits, goats and ducks 
kept cool under the trees and were of huge interest to both adults and children.  
Last, but not least, there was the woodland walk with activities and information about Learning Outside 
The Classroom.
It is hoped that the event will have raised £6,500 - £7,000 towards the Rowdeford ECO Centre Project.
For further information please contact Rosie Berry on 01380 722820 or 07900 225083 rosieberry@btconnect.com

photographs by Alan Watters
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One of this country’s leading botanical artists 
working primarily in coloured pencil and 
graphite, Ann takes her inspiration from our 
rich and diverse plant life and makes us look 
with fresh eyes at the familiar.
She has been awarded 4 RHS Gold Medals 
and her work is in the prestigious Shirley 
Sherwood Collection and in the RHS Lindley 
Library. She teaches from her studio in 
Marsh Lane, Rowde and around the world 
and shares her techniques in her book 
‘Botanical Painting with Coloured Pencils’. 
Her work has been reproduced as greetings 
cards, fine prints and ceramics.

ANN SWAN

JILL MYERSCOUGH

letterforms  shapes  texture
rhythm  movement

whitespace
design  composition

skill
chaos  trials  order

sketchbooks
words  poetry  prose  music

reference  inference  allusion  associations
paint  ink  pencils  crayons  surfaces

connections  candour
colour  

joy
visual delight

pleasure  friendships
Studio	Number	6.		The	Old	Vicarage	at	Rowde,	Devizes,	SN10	2PN

Jill will be exhibiting original oils and water 
colours along with some Lino prints in her 
studio at Manor House in Rowde. The 
subjects she has been covering in the 
last year are still life painting, seasonal 
changes in her local allotments and bird 
life. The light colour and texture are of 
great influence in her work. As well as the 
set weekends Jill is open by appointment.

CAROLINE KEEVIL
lettering artist

  July 5/6  July 12/13  July 19/20

Note that studios are not open on greyed out dates

June 28/29  July 5/6  July 12/13  

June 28/29  July 6  July 12/13  July 19/20
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Servicing, Sales & Repairs

BILL ROWELL 
MOWERS

Selection of  new and second-hand 
mowers, ride-ons and strimmers

No repair too big or small
CAN COLLECT

Tel/Fax: 01380 726258
Great News - We have relocated to 
Currys Motors, Bath Road, Devizes

Devizes Plastering
Plastering, Rendering & Screeding

  New Builds       Conservatories

Extensions          Renovations

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
Free Quotations

Call Today
01380 501011

Covering all of Wiltshire
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Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying 

and laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 

into the school office between 
the hours of 8.30am and 4.00pmModern & Traditional 

Designed Memorials
M J SLY

Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 
Additional Inscriptions - Restorations

Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Rowde Road Runners meet weekly at 
the George & Dragon. We now have a 
dozen members who participate in a gentle 
run each Sunday morning. We have two 
or three easy routes that can be 3, 4 or 6 
miles long. If you fancy a quiet friendly jog 
on Sunday mornings, please come and join 
us. For more information, please call Chippy 
at the G&D, 01380 723 053.
We meet every Sunday at 9.30am
in the George & Dragon car park

Rowde Runners

EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES for
EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE

Friendly, local & reliable family-run 
cleaning business
√  Regular cleans or one-offs to bring  
      your home back to brilliance
√  Just kitchens and bathrooms          
     (if those are your bugbears)

√  END OF TENANCY cleans

HOME SWEEP HOME 
Cleaning Services
Fully insured for your 

peace of mind
CALL 01380 828653 or 

07792959751
e-mail: ramona@homesweephome.co.uk

www.homesweephome.co.uk

FUN SECTION
Welcome to the fun page.
It is incredible that one person can come up with so 
many witty one liners. If you’re not familiar with the 
work of Steven Wright, he’s the dry, erudite, comic 
scientist who once said: “I woke up one morning, and 
all of my stuff had been stolen and replaced by exact 
duplicates.”
His mind sees things differently than most of us do. 
Here are some of his gems........
- I’d kill for a Nobel Peace Prize.
- Borrow money from pessimists -- they don’t expect 
it back.
- Half the people you know are below average.
- 99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name.
- 82.7% of all statistics are made up on the spot.
- A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts 
feel so good.
- A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.
- If you want the rainbow, you have got to put up with 
the rain.
- All those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my hand.
- The early bird may get the worm, but the second 
mouse gets the cheese.
- I almost had a psychic girlfriend... But she left me 
before we met.
- OK, so what’s the speed of dark?
- How do you tell when you’re out of invisible ink?
- If everything seems to be going well, you have 
obviously overlooked something.
- Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm.
- When everything is coming your way, you’re in the 
wrong lane.
- The sooner you fall behind, the more time you’ll 
have to catch up.
- Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough 
sense to be lazy.
- I intend to live forever... So far, so good.
Best wishes, Jack    www.jackstephens.co.uk
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WANTED
Assistant Organist and/or Pianist

To support our current organist and the musical life at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde, 
near Devizes, on an occasional basis

The William Sweetland organ was built in 1881, a piano is also available.
We have an enthusiastic choir and a new Benefice junior choir has been formed 
recently. Expenses can be paid: remuneration and the number of services per 

month are negotiable. To find out more or to express interest please phone         
Mrs Nicola Brown on 01380  722406

SHAKESPEARE’S 450th 
BIRTHDAY - ROMEO & 

JULIET PROJECT
A couple of months ago I wrote a piece about 
FINDING THE WILL’s 
forthcoming ‘Romeo & Juliet’ 
project involving Rowde 
C of E Primary Academy, 
alongside Wansdyke Primary, All Cannings 
Primary and Nursteed Community Primary 
School. Well the extraordinary performances 
by the children took place at Nursteed School 
on Friday 2 May – I say ‘extraordinary’ 
because, yet again, parents, teachers, friends, 
not to mention Richard and I at FINDING THE 
WILL, witnessed the magic of drama bringing 
out confidence, creativity and amazing 
teamwork in children aged just 7-11 years old.  
Immediately after the Easter holidays we 
visited each school in turn, beginning at 
Rowde, leading two interactive workshops 
on ‘Romeo & Juliet’ with Years 3-6.  By the 
end of each day all the children were familiar 
with the characters, plots and themes running 
throughout this famous tragedy.  Beginning 
with feuding families, street gangs, and 
violence on the streets of Verona, the children 
soon got hooked, and by the time we reached 
masked balls, secret marriages and controlling 
fathers, we all found ourselves in strict ‘Jeremy 
Kyle’ territory! 
Rehearsals in the second week of the project 
consisted of a morning and afternoon in 
each school working with 30 children chosen 
by the individual schools.  We split the play 
into eight sections and then worked with 
eight groups of 15 children to put on three 
spectacular performances when all four 
schools came together for the whole day at 
Nursteed on Friday 2 May.  With a mixture 
of original Shakespearean text and modern 

English, many 
of the children’s 
own ideas, an 
eclectic soundtrack 
(including Roger 
Whittaker, Queen 
and The Killers), 
there was barely 
a dry eye in the 
house by the end 
– possibly simply 
due to sheer pride 
at the incredible 
achievement of the 
actors in such a 
short space of time.  
Who says children 
can’t understand Shakespeare?!
However learning a Shakespeare play is almost 
the added extra (but what an extra I know!). Most 
importantly all 120 actors practised listening, 
concentration, teamwork and creativity skills 
as well as blossoming throughout the week to 
dig deep and find enormous voices, courage 
beyond their years and a feeling of self-belief 
and confidence that we hope they will carry with 
them throughout the rest of their lives.
So thank you children, staff, parents and 
governors for all your work, the support and 
encouragement you gave each other and the 
belief in such a worthwhile and, who knows in 
some cases, a life-changing project. We are 
more proud of you than we can say, and we’re 
pretty certain William Shakespeare would be too!
Special thanks to Lorraine Colquhoun, Head 
Teacher at Rowde and Penny Stanley, Year 6 
Teacher at Nursteed.
Jules Hobbs
jules@findingthewill.com
www.findingthewill.com
www.facebook.com/FINDINGTHEWILL / www.
twitter.com/FINDINGTHEWILL

Jules Hobbs
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5

New book by Rowde author

Buy it in the village shop
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The I-TEAM Domestic Ironing Services
Serving Rowde-Bromham-Seend-Poulshot-Worton-Market Lavington & surrounding villages

In 2009 an elite ironing unit was court marshalled and jailed for 25 years for alleged 
crimes against un-ironed and creased clothing. Held in a maximum non-ironing facility 
they promptly escaped and now survive as mercenary ironing soldiers of fortune, 
helping those who are harassed, bullied and intimidated by baskets and piles of un-
ironed washing. Today with a price on their heads and wanted by the government, they 
work in the shadows of society where they are hunted by the local population who 
require their unique abilities to resolve issue’s involving creased clothing and other 
household items in a discreet, smoke free and professional manner.
If you have a shirt/blouse or pair of trousers (as well as all other types of clothing 
and household items) that need ironing, or a basket of washing that you just can’t be 
bothered with after a hectic weekend, and if you can find them (not too difficult, our 
contact details are below).

Then you should call The I-TEAM…………….Cue the music
MINIMUM ORDER OF £12.00

Contact - Stacey / Brigette on 01380 829910 / 07999 818741
email - iteamironing@gmail.com

Items charged on individual basis from as little as £0.40
For full price lists & terms & conditions visit www.i-teamironing.com

Delivery charge may apply

Nursteed Road, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 3DY

WE HAVE MOVED

TO

Nursteed Road, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 3DY
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CHARITY SPANISH 
EVENING IS A BIG HIT!

Ann and I were so very fortunate to be offered 
a last minute place from the reserve list for this 
sell-out event. 33 other guests were sipping 
Sangria and chatting in Jane and Gavin’s 
amazing garden under a hot early evening 
sun when we arrived at Tower Hill, The gong 
sounded and we were soon called in to the 

house to take our seats for a meal that was to 
exceed all our expectations.

A full and varied 
selection of mouth 
watering tapas was 
followed by some 
traditional Spanish 
cuisine which 
included seafood 
and vegetarian 
paellas. The wine 
flowed as old friends 
caught up on local 
‘news’ and some 
new friends were 
made on a truly 
enjoyable evening. 
Finally it was 
pudding time and 
the choice of seven 

(yes, SEVEN) delicious desserts certainly 
didn’t disappoint and rounded off the evening 
perfectly. I must make it clear at this point that 
I was obliged to sample all seven purely as I 
was to write this ‘review’ for the magazine.
Jane, Gavin and all their helpers had done a 
great job in organising the event and cooking 
such wonderful food so well done to them! My 

mouth is actually watering as I write and I am 
looking forward to the next event already.

Also, Jane and 
Gavin Moss would 
like to say thank 
you so much to all 
the volunteers who 
made the Puddings 
(they were all really 
yummy and I know 
that several people 
have asked for the 
recipes).

Oh, and what was also fantastic was that the 
event raised £550 for St Matthew’s Church, so 
that deserves a big thank you and another well 
done to everyone involved.

The next event will be a Salads and Puddings 
Evening and will take place at St Matthew’s 
Church on Friday 6th June at 6.30pm.
Alan Watters (Ed)
Stop Press!! Jane and Gavin have been 
talking about the Spanish Night and they might 
try to do two consecutive nights next year, so 
that they can accommodate everyone that 
wants to come - and some people might even 
want to do both nights! (count me in! Ed)

photographs by Alan Watters
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APPEAL TO ROWDE RESIDENTS
For the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of 
The Great War 1914-1918, Michael Cornwell 
and Ian Hughes would like to produce a small 
booklet to honour the Fallen from Rowde 
Village who served in either World War.  To a 
large extent the details are known, that is their 
names, the Regiment, HM Ship/Submarine or 
RAF Squadron they belonged to, the date of 
their death and therefore the circumstance in 
which they were killed. 
Ideally though, what they would like to be able 
to achieve is to publish a small article against 
each individual which would include an image 
of the person concerned. 
If anyone in the village (or anyone you know 
who used to live in Rowde or had relatives 
who lived in the village) has any photographs 
of Rowde’s fallen, they being those listed in the 
last issue and on the memorial in the church 
yard, please get in touch with the editor at 
watters.alan@gmail.com or on 01380 724788. 
Postal address - 3 Rowde Court, Marsh Lane, 
Rowde, Wiltshire SN10 2NW.
Any stories or other relevant information about 
each serviceman would also be appreciated.
It is hoped that this appeal will also be published 
on the Village Web site as there may be people 
living overseas who might be able to help.
Please be assured that any prints supplied 
will only be scanned then returned safely 
to their owners. 

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Pickup in the Rain: 
One night, at 11:30 PM, an older African 
American woman was standing on the side of 
an Alabama highway trying to endure a lashing 
rain storm. Her car had broken down and she 
desperately needed a ride. Soaking wet, she 
decided to flag down the next car.
A young white man stopped to help her, 
generally unheard of in those conflict-filled 
1960s. The man took her to safety, helped her 
get assistance and put her into a taxi cab. She 
seemed to be in a big hurry, but wrote down 
his address and thanked him.
Seven days went by and a knock came on the 
man’s door. To his surprise, a giant console 
colour TV was delivered to his home.
A special note was attached. It read: “Thank you 
so much for assisting me on the highway the other 
night. The rain drenched not only my clothes, but 
also my spirits. Then you came along. Because of 
you, I was able to make it to my dying husband’s 
bedside just before he passed away. God bless 
you for helping me and unselfishly serving others.” 
Sincerely, Mrs Nat King Cole
…and here’s a thought for the day 
you are reading this:
“Never look down on anybody
.....unless you’re helping them up.”
Jesse Jackson
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Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 720113

or  07968 634689

HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly fruit and/
or veg box supplied by your village 

shop (local produce where possible)?
Please pop in or phone Veronica on 739 800
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EATING OUT - THE GEORGE INN, SANDY LANE

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could 
write us a review please send it to Suzan 
at suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

The George Inn is a family run pub, offering 
affordable food with an Italian style. They 
welcome families, friends and children to 
relax in their quaint village pub, surrounded by 
thatched cottages with a lovely side and rear 
garden. Dogs are also welcome in the front bar 
area and side garden. 
Why not pop in for a light bite in the day or a 
more substantial meal in the evening, where 
they offer a range of lovingly home cooked 
English and Italian foods.
The restaurant and bar menus are generally 
available daily from 11.30am to 3pm and 
6.30pm to 9pm but please note that they 
are closed on Sunday evenings and all day 
Mondays. Advance booking is advised. Tel; 
01380 850403, E-mail; thegeorgesandylane@
hotmail.co.uk
The George Inn’s landlady is Raffaella aka Raf, 
born to Italian parents so brings warm Italian 
flavours to the menu.

Colin, Raf’s husband 
may be seen around in 
the evening, mending, 
mowing and doing 
general handy work 
around the pub. They call 
him, ‘The grounds man’.
Jon, Raf’s son in law 
(some of you may 
remember his face, when 
he worked at The George 
for his dad (Tom Russell) 
back in 1994. He is the 
bar manager and will 
keep you well refreshed 
upon your visit. 
Meet Erin, Raf and Colin’s 
youngest daughter. She is 
the front of house manager 
and the go to person, if 
you’re looking to organise 
any events or functions.

Finally, come and meet 
Nero, Erin’s Scottish 
Terrier, and the pubs dog. 
He often comes down 
into the pub or is out 
playing in the gardens.
Laurie P from Canada 
visited the George last 
month and this is what 
she has to say:
Absolutely lovely place. 
We hadn’t reserved a 
table but they found 
one for my Mom and I 
anyway. It was extremely 
busy (good sign) but 
service was excellent. 
The food was fabulous. 
We both enjoyed the 
breaded chicken that was 
not greasy at all. And the 
chocolate fudge cake 
was delicious. Chances 
are, I won’t be in the 
area again since I live in 
Canada but if I ever am, 
I will most definitely go 
back. Thank you for a 
lovely evening!   Ed

Raf (Raffaella) Colin

Erin

Jon

Nero
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 738691

Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery
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LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745

TOM STEEL
Oil Boiler Engineer 

(Oftec Reg No. C10107)

Commissioning, Service & 
Maintenance

Any problems give me a ring on
01380 727603b / 07746063147

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Good Quality Photographic 

Prints of many of the images 
in this magazine (all issues) 
are available to purchase.  

And if you need a photographer 
for an event also get in touch.

Contact Alan on 01380 724788 
or watters.alan@gmail.com
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Items you may not think your 
village shop stocks!!

• Coconut milk
• Bread flour
• Yeast
• Shoe laces
• balsamic vinegar
• puncture repair kit

BROOKSIDE
Bed & Breakfast

High Street, Rowde, Devizes

Your Host - C M Benmasaud

Tel:  01380 726394

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises	may	be	done	seated	or	standing)	
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

Reasons to volunteer in your 
local community shop

• Make new friends
• Help your local community
• Meet lots of people
• Learn new skills
• Add volunteering to your CV
• Find out about local events and   
 activities early
• Have fun

Rowde village shop
Newspapers and 

Magazines
You are very welcome to order Newspapers 
and magazines on a daily, weekly or monthly 
basis, for you to collect from the shop.
Please be aware that we cannot return any 
papers or magazines and if they are not 
collected we lose the money.  
We would therefore ask that if you will be 
away for any time that you cancel your order.

Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

Fish now available from 
Rowde Shop

Pre-order or just take pot luck
We will have fresh on a Friday and

frozen the rest of the week
Order today...

....deliver tomorrow!
We can even tell you the boat that caught it!!!

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural	Stone

Call	Mike	Foster	on	-	01380	720987	-	Mobile:	07835	213112
Email:	mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web:	mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call	for	a	free	quotation
Fully	insured,	quality	workmanship

Fitting	-	Supply	-	Design	Services	for	Floor	and	Wall	Tiling
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and to find 
out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday – Friday:   8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm

An average of
just £1.35 per meal

All packed and labelled to your requirements
If you would like anything packed or butchered differently 

then please ask and we will be more than happy to help 

Meat Box - £35
BBQ pack for 4 - £16.50

3lb Leg Pork roasting joint or
4 x 8oz pork steaks

4 x 6oz Ribeye steaks
2lb Diced Stewing Beef

10 Old English Pork Sausages
2 Chicken breast fillets

4 Traditional Pork sausages
4 Hopmemade Beef Burgers

4 Chicken drumsticks
4 x 4oz Rump steaks
4 x 6oz Pork steaks

For extra people just add 1 
of each item for only £3.95

This months special offers



Page 52 June 2014   Rowde Village News   

POULSHOT LODGE FARM SHOP
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop opened in July 2010 proudly 
selling their own home reared beef as well as locally 
sourced pork, lamb and poultry. 
As well as our tasty meats we also offer fruit and 
vegetables, eggs, cheeses, chutneys, bread and much 
more, as much as possible from local producers. 
Whether it’s a sausage or half a lamb or pig we will try to 
accommodate all your needs, no order is too small.
So why not call in and reduce your food miles to see what 
benefits we have to offer

• Full time experienced butcher
• Farm assured
• All meat 100% traceable
• Competitively priced

Poulshot Lodge Farm 
Poulshot 

Nr Devizes 
Wiltshire 

SN10 1RQ
Tel 01380 827202

Just off A361 less than 1 mile from Devizes
www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk

Open Tuesday-Thursday 10am-5pm, Friday 10am-5.30pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm
Monday - CLOSED
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Work Experience Available
Young people welcome to help in the 

shop for  two hours once a week 
Contact Veronica in the shop, 

phone her on 739800 or email her at        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

PLEASE REMEMBER
to mention where you 
saw the advert when 

you contact any of our 
advertisers!

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD
INCORPORATING

THOMAS FREE & SONS of MARLBOROUGH & PEWSEY

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MEMORIAL SERVICE

Combining modern technology with traditional values
TELEPHONE: 01380 722500 or 01672 512110 24HR

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
  Directors:  Charles, Paula and Philip Winchcombe

Registered office: Winchcombe House, 37 New Park Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1DT

 

 

 

HELP! 

Computer Problems?   
A friendly, local and reasonably-priced repair service  

Don’t like the new Windows 8 or 8.1? 
I can make it much more user friendly and familiar 

  
Reconditioned laptops from £100 to £250 

New/used PCs and screens. 
 

 Owen Burton  -  07765 774908  
Computer Engineer 

wigglybus@yahoo.co.uk 
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:   01225 713000
Parking:   01380 734812
Pest control:   01380 734721
Planning:   01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages: 
    01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence)    
  Freephone:  0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:01225 777234
School admissions:  01225 713010
School special educational needs:  
    01225 718095
School transport:  01225 713004
Social care – adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care – children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

JKS PLUMBING & 
HEATING

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
24hr EMERGENCY CALL OUT
Fast Friendly Reliable Service

- FREE QUOTES -
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT 

ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE
Gas & Oil Installations

- FULLY INSURED -
Boiler Servicing & 

Breakdowns
15% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT

TEL: 01380 828956
MOB: 07708510715

Email: jksplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
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Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty
Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cardsw to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We	make	a	wide	range	of	Jams,	Chutneys	and	Marmalades
Orders	taken	for	Celebration	Cakes	or	Sugar	Craft	Flowers
We	also	sell	delicious	Shortbread,	Handmade	Chocolates	

and	many	other	seasonal	treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We	produce	our	own	Apple	Juice	from	the	orchards	here	
at	Furlong	Close.			Food	miles	-	ZERO!		Give	it	a	try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A	beautiful	wheelchair	accessible	space	to	hire,	with	or	
without	catering,	for	Meetings,	Parties,	Training	Courses,	etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: Statcup@officepoint.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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RECYCLING FACILITIES 
adjacent to Tennis Court

THE RECYCLING FACILITIES ARE NOW 
FOR THE FOLLOWING ITEM ONLY:

1.  Cardboard (which must be 
flattened before being put into 
the wheelie bin (without other 
packaging, i.e. polystyrene) 

Please DO NOT leave 
ANYTHING other 

than cardboard as it                     

WILL NOT BE COLLECTED! 

Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

QUALIFIED SPANISH TEACHER
Native Spanish speaking tutor with over 10 
years experience offering:
•  GCSE & AS exam preparation
•  Survival Spanish for holidaymakers
•  Conversational Spanish
•  Interpreting & translation services
•  One-to-one tutorials
COURSES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Contact: CLAUDIA PIñEROS
Seend 01380 827225

claudiapineros@hotmail.co.uk

1 to 1 English Tuition
GSCE & A’ Level 
English Language
English Literature
English as a foreign language
Please call Ian (qualified & 
experienced English Teacher)

07593260957
Based in Rowde
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641
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LETTERS
TRIBUTE TO OUR FALLEN
Dear Alan
Thank you for including the mention of my 
Uncle Bob in the May issue of the Rowde 
Village News.
It was a nice tribute to him and the others from 
Rowde who died in the conflict.
Kind regards
Frank Daniells
CARER SUPPORT APPEAL
Hello, I hope you’re well and have been 
enjoying the first signs of Spring sunshine?
Carer Support Wiltshire have been working 
hard to set-up lots more new groups and cafés 
to help offer group support for people caring 
for a family member, friend or neighbour in 
Wiltshire. This new programme of groups is due 
to be launched next month. I wondered if you 
might be able to accommodate a short article to 
announce this in your next edition?
I realise that your next edition will miss part, or 
all, of April, but any coverage we could get might 
help us to reach more people. The reason we’d 
like a piece in your newsletter is because one of 
the groups or cafés is due to take place in a town 
local to those who read your publication.
I would be happy to share the upcoming dates of the 
nearest group to you if you are able to fit that in too.
A new groups and training programme to help 
support unpaid carers across the whole of 
Wiltshire is to be launched in April.
Carer Support Wiltshire, which supports over 
8,000 carers, has updated and extended its 
support group programme with informative 
groups, café drop-ins, specialist meetings 
and helpful training to try to reach as many of 
Wiltshire’s 47,500 carers as possible.
In our consultations, carers told us that they 
would like better quality advice and information 
at the groups they attend; they would like 
groups to run monthly, and that they would like 
the opportunity to socialise with other carers 
and share experiences and advice.
There will be structured groups that will run 
once a month in six areas which will provide 
bite-sized training, high quality advice and 
information regarding the caring role.
Carers Cafés will run in 12 towns across the 
county and will be a place where carers can come 
together to share information, advice, and socialise.
Carer Support Wiltshire will also be running 
bi-monthly specialist groups for carers of people 
with mental health problems and parent carers.
One carer who recently attended a group in for 
the first time said: “It was a nice friendly group. 

You don’t have to talk about the serious side of 
being a carer, but for me it has been a lifeline to 
have regular contact and advice.”
Alongside the groups, carers can access a wide 
range of free training opportunities to help them 
in their caring role, including first aid, dementia 
care, manual handling and money management.
To find out where your nearest group or training 
session will be taking place, visit their website 
carersinwiltshire.co.uk where you can also 
register for support online. Alternatively, you can 
call 0800 181 4118 for more information.
Many thanks for your help,
Fiona
CHARITY SHOW
Dear Editor
I hope you can find space to publish the 
following information about our annual Charity 
Show which benefits the people of Wiltshire.
Sunday 8thJune (10am to 5pm) will see the 9th 
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair and 
Tractor Ted Farm Show which raises funds for 
local charities (£205,000 to date).   The ethos of 
the show has always been to provide an event 
for all the family - a great day out, whether or 
not you have a dog.  The Dog Show comprises 
family and fun classes, with companion classes 
for pedigree dogs, all being held under Kennel 
Club rules (see website for class schedule).  
There are also displays, with performing horses, 
falcons, diggers and combine harvesters, 
attractions, shopping, children’s activities 
(including a giant Tractor Ted Bouncy Castle) 
and food & drink stands.
Admission on the day will be Adults £10, 
Children (2-16) £5 and children under two FREE.  
Carers accompanying wheelchair users will be 
FREE.  Dogs, of course, are FREE.   Advance 
tickets are Adults £8 and Children (2-16) £4 and 
are only available from www.tractorted.co.uk until 
31st May.  Website: www.bowooddogshow.org 
or visit us on Facebook.  Bowood House, Calne 
Wiltshire SN11 9PF (for SatNavs).
Kind Regards, Mike
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair
Sunday 8th June 2014
www.bowooddogshow.org
Follow us and be our friend on Facebook
Contact: Mike Weston
07710 444029
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair 
raises funds for local charities
‘FIRST NEWS’ SPRING EDITION
The Spring edition of our publication “First News” 
can now be found on the home page of our 
website www.communityfirst.org.uk. 
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LETTERS
In this issue you will find news on the launch of 
the Repair Academy, Village Hall, Community 
Transport, Link and Youth Action Wiltshire along 
with other news about Community First services 
and projects.
If you would like to become a member of 
Community First or wish to renew your 
membership, information can be found on this 
link - http://www.communityfirst.org.uk/index.php/
support-us including membership forms.
With kind regards.
Sheila Martin
Marketing Assistant
Community First
Email: smartin@communityfirst.org.uk
Normal working week - Tuesday to Friday.
Main Office: 01380 722475   ext. 218 
CALL MY BLUFF (WINE) EVENING
An  RNLI Charity Event - Come and have 
some fun, test your wine knowledge and help 
the lifeboats at the same time. To be held on 
Saturday 28th June at Brook House, Bromham.
Start time 7.00pm  for 7.30. Tickets £20 each 
to include tasting wines, cheese and nibbles. 
Tickets need to be purchased prior to the event.
All proceeds go to the RNLI.
Come and have a fun evening and help support 
this great charity.
Tickets available from:   Chris Kemp on 01249 
813824, John Box on 01225 868787 or Dave 
Rhodes on 01672 540481.
EYE CHAT COFFEE MORNING
Wiltshire Blind Association has launched a 
new service to support families and carers of 
visually impaired people. Our Eye Chat Coffee 
mornings, funded by Wiltshire Council, are a 
chance to get together with others who have 
a caring role over a relaxing cup of coffee. It’s 
a chance for some ‘me time’; to talk to others 
who understand the same challenges and to 
gain some useful tips and information about the 
support there is out there.
Our next Eye Chat takes place on Wednesday 
23 July at our new premises at St Lucy’s, The 
Beeches, Browfort, Bath Rd, Devizes SN10 
2AT from 10:30 am. We’ll be doing some fun 
patchwork crafts as well.
For more information call Maggie 
Hemmings on 01380 723682 or email                  
Margaret.hemmings@wiltshireblind.org
Kind Regards
Tina Stone

INVITE TO NEARBY FESTIVAL
I wonder if, as our “near neighbours”,  whether 
you would most kindly advertise the Bishops 
Cannings Parish Festival in your magazine.  
We are a typical local community trying, in 
these modern times, to nurture a sense of 
belonging and encouraging people of all 
ages to get together and enjoy each other’s 
company through traditional events as well as 
raise some funds for local organisations so 
that we can sustain our endeavours. 
Thank you so much, 
Elizabeth Frearson
(See their advert on page 37, Ed)

CARD OF CONDOLENCE
Dear Mrs Baker,
This is a belated thank you to you and your 
colleagues of the Rowde Village Magazine for 
your kind card of condolence on the death of 
my uncle Douglas Drew.
My uncle always kept a special place in his 
heart for Rowde and all those supporting the 
good works of Rowde.
Thank you again, yours sincerely
Peter Smith.

Greyhound Rescue 
West of England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092
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LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044

Home Care
Would you like a bit of help 

at home?
I can help with:

Housework, laundry,
Cooking, shopping,

Companionship
CRB/DBS checked

Call Caroline Culley 
07557 983940

Work Experience over the 
summer holidays

Aged 14+?
Why not spend some time this 

summer improving your CV
Volunteer in the shop for a couple 

of hours a week and receive 
a certificate at the end of the 
holidays to add to your CV

Contact Veronica in the shop
01380 739800

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Things you may not think 
your village shop stocks:

•  Guinea pig and rabbit food/                   
    bedding
•  Tomato juice
•  Tabasco Sauce
•  Pickled eggs
•  Capers
•  Chick peas
•  Mini torch
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Mini Sudoku (difficult this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (medium this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

FOR SALE
Steel framed girls bunk beds with pink 
head and foot boards will convert to two 
single beds. Mattresses not included. Very 
good condition.
£70.00 ono
Contact Kerry 01380 721637
FOR SALE
4 Wheel Walker with seat
Nearly New £35 ono
Jean 01380 721127

FREE - Knitting patterns - must be 
hundreds of patterns, from complete 
beginners instructions to very advanced 
and intricate lace.  I have about a hundred 
leaflets and booklets with mostly knitting 
but some crochet patterns; they were free 
with magazines that I subscribe to so I’d 
like to pass them on for free.
If you’d like all or just some of 
them, give me (Victoria) a call on        
01380 726306
FOR SALE
2008 Swift Bolero Motorhome
Immaculate condition. Taxed and MOT. 
Many extras. Fitted with Solar panels.
Contact Alan or Ann on 01380 724788 
for more information or to view

FOR SALE
Super Dexta Tractor
Offers please
Contact Rebekah on 01380 720988

FREE Classified Ads

How to advertise here for FREE:
If	you	live	locally	and	have	an	item	to	sell	then	just	
contact	Julie	on	juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk	or	
telephone	07796690413,	giving	a	brief	description	
of	the	item,	the	amount	you	would	like	for	it,	and	a	
contact	telephone	number	(name	optional).	‘Wanted’	
ads	also	accepted.	Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 117914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop      52  
H S Stiles & Son Ltd       51
Rowde Village Shop             various pages
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son      53
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                38
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       56
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      49
Computer Services (Owen Burton)     53
Photography/Photographs       48
Qualified Spanish Teacher       57
Photocopying and Laminating      38
St John’s Adult Education           43
Private Visiting Doctor         5
1 to 1 English Tuition       57
ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew       5
‘I am not Frazzle’ by Darren Worrow       40
Open Studios (featuring 3 Rowde Artists)       36
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          44
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Home Sweep Home (house cleaning)     38
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)                 55
House Cleaning (Martina)       50
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      58
Oil Boiler Engineer (Tom Steel)      48
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     48
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       44
Adams Renovations                  48
Avid Kitchens & Bathrooms       64
Hestia Soft Furnishings       56
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     58
KFR (Refurbiz - used white goods)     11
JKS Plumbing and Heating                          54
Adam Window Cleaning Services                44
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      64
Mike’s Tiling Service        50
Devizes Plastering        37
Gaiger Brothers Ltd Building Contractors     58

Walking With The Grain Ltd (Flooring)       5
Cherry & Folk Upholstery Services            41
Richard Ellis - Tiling, Painting & Decorating    14
Window Cleaner, Home Makeover & Removals 32
GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      44
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden      62
Bill Rowell Mowers        37
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       55
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      57
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow             40
Brookside B&B        49
Vine Cottage B&B             7
The George and Dragon       17
HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     56
Active Plus for over 60s       49
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     54
Beechwood Beauty        64
Wiltshire Mind        55
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      54
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom        5
Parkfields Homoeopathy       20
Rowde Runners        38
The Sycamore Centre       44
Clair Paul Yoga Personal Trainer        64 
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club         7
House/Pet Sitter        44
Greyhound Rescue        60
MISCELLANEOUS:
Logs and Kindling        48
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       58
Nursery – Townsend Barn       47
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      47 
Rowde Village Website         2
Wiltshire Council        54
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      55
Recycling Facilities        57
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    58
Claire Perry         48  
4Children         47
Little Hands Made - Great Presents     14
The I Team Ironing Service       41
Home Care (help at home)       12
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed
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Allotments
Chris	Stevens,	Tel:	01380	738438
Bell Ringing
Friday	evenings,	Bell	Tower,	St	
Matthew’s	Church	at	7pm
Contact	Richard	Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays	8	pm	in	Village	Hall
Book Club
Meets	monthly	-	Ann	Swan	724788
Charities
Rowdeford	Charity	Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St	Matthew’s	C	of	E
Rev.	John	Rees	-	Tel:	859646
Assistant	Curate:	Rev.	Norma	
Fergusson	-	Tel:	850811

Church Choir
Practice	Thursdays	at	7	pm
Nicola	Brown	722406
Church Wardens
Maureen	Hiscocks	Tel:	01380725406
Gavin	Moss	Tel:	01380729160
Clarence
0800 232323
Community Advisor 
Emergency Planning
Yan	Ellis,	Tel:	01380	
729540 or 07818 081737                         
Email:	yanellis1@gmail.com
Doctor
For	list	of	doctors	contact	the	
Health	Commission,	Pans	Lane,	
Devizes,	Tel:	728899
Football
John	Dalley,	Tel:	727094
Footpaths
Contact	Parish	Clerk	720988
Garage
Slades	of	Rowde	Tel:	01380727936
Good Neighbour Coordinator
Caroline	Culley	07557 922027

Hospital
Devizes	Community	Hospital
Tel:	723511
Ladies Club
Held	in	Village	Hall	on	last	Tuesday	
in	the	month	at	8	pm.
Mrs	Di	Buckland,	Tel:	723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire	Council
Tel:	0300	4560100
Devizes	Town	Council	722160
Parish Council
Chairman	-	Mrs	Jackie	Bawden
Tel:	01380	720856
Clerk	-	Mrs	Rebekah	Jeffries
Tel:	01380	720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Sunny Days Nursery
Contact	Liz	or	Sam	on	01249	
818824 or 01380 723991
Playing Fields
For	playing	field	bookings	please	
contact	the	Parish	Council	Clerk	on	
01380 720988
Police
Devizes	Police
Tel:	101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross	Keys,	Tel: 739567
George	&	Dragon,	Tel:	723053
Rowdey	Cow	Cafe,	Tel:	829666
Rifle Club
Practice	Wednesdays,	Matches	
Thursdays	in	Village	Hall.
Mr	E	Bowden,	Tel:	728434
Rowde Court Studios
Ann	Swan,	Tel:	724788	
Rowde Rainbows
Meet:	Tuesdays	6.15	to	7.15	
pm	Contact:	Ailsa	Devon	
01380	850081	/	07966230810										
Email:	ailsa_devon@hotmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy	Williams,	Tel:	721554
Rowde Runners
Meet	Sundays	at	9.30	am	at	the	
G&D.	Chippy,	Tel:	723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries	-	Tel:	07926952631
Bookings	-	722497	(after	6	pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High	Street,	Rowde	SN10	2ND
Head	teacher	-	Lorraine	Colquhoun	
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head	Teacher
Ingrid	Sidmouth	Tel:	850309
Self Unlimited (ex CARE)
Rosa	Lancaster,	Tel:	725455
Sewing Circle
Ring	Yvonne	on	01380	728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz	Ibbetson,	Tel: 720630
Flowers	for	all	occasions,	
Weddings,	Funerals	&	
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R	H	Reeves	725072
Toddler Group
Village	Hall	Thursdays	9.30-11.30	
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held	in	Village	Hall	first	Tuesday	in	
the	month	at	2.30	pm.
Mrs	D	Ellis,	Tel:	722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt	-	Tel:	723687
McQueens	-	Tel:	728505
The	Paddock	-	Tel:	813202
Village Shop
Veronica	Seedhouse
Enquiries	-	Tel:	01380	739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk	
Tel:	01225	704054
Youth Clubs
The	‘Rufi’	Club	-	Simon	Hughes,	
Mike	Edmunds	and	Dean	
Faringday.	

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed	below	in	alphabetical	order	are	the	various	village	organisations	with	contact	names	and	telephone	numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in 
the contacts page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com 
or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
2 June  Aster Communities Zone 27 Panel AGM (see page 27)
6 June Salads & Pudding night (see page 21)
6 to 15 June Bishops Canninhgs Festival (see page 37)
8 June Open Farm Sunday at Rowdefield Farm 11am to 5pm (see page 33)
11 June Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
14 June Rowdeford School Fete (see page 15)
14 June England’s first game in World Cup (watch it at the G&D - see page 17)
20/21 June Mini Music Festival at Hft (see page 26)
21/22 June Middlewick House Gardens Visit (see page 62)
28 June Open Studios begin (see pages 31 and 36)
28 June Dog Show (see page 11)
28 June Call my Bluff (Wine) Evening (see page 61)
4 & 5 July Malice in Wonderland (see page 40)
5 July  Alice in Wonderland (see page 46)
5 July  Rowde Village Fete (see back cover)
5 July  A Frayed Knot Concert (Please note that this event has been CANCELLED)
9 July  Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
9 August Flower Show
10 September Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
4 October Ploughmans Lunch in Village Hall
8 October Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
12 November Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
6 December Bazzar
10 December Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
31 Jan 2015 Charity Burns Supper

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0823 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1430 1550 1630 1720 1800 1835 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0812 0843 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1454 1622 1702 1752 1832 1904
Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0759 0842 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1444 1607 1707 1727 1817 
Devizes Market Place  0735 0805 0853 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1450 1613 1713 1733 1823 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at May 2014

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0830 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1400 1530 1705 1800 1835  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0820 0854 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1424 1602 1737 1832 1904 

Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0814 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1517 1649 1822  
Devizes Market Place  0735 0820 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1523 1655 1828 

Saturday




