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MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 9th November 2019, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

 PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley, Y Pullen, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills   
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert. 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
S Taylor 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 
I Whittaker-Axon registered an interest in item no. 9: an outline proposal to build on land 
adjacent to 41 Tower View.  
No other business interests were recorded.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 
  No new items were raised. 

 
 

4. Public Question Time 

  There were no questions from members of the public.   

 
 

5. Wiltshire Council Update  

 There was no written update from Cllr Cuthbert. 

 
 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 9th October 2019 
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record: proposed by C Stevens, seconded by L 
Wills. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true record.  

 

7. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 9th October 2019 

 Donations of £300.00 have been received towards the purchase of a Raiser Chair 
for use in the village. This amount will be matched by the Parish Council.   

 Wiltshire Council issued notice to quit to travellers who were encamped on The 
Common. The travellers have moved from this immediate area.  

 It was requested by a member of the public that construction vehicles for 
Malthouse Farm should not access the site via Cock Road. The Clerk has contacted 
Wiltshire Council’s planning department and the Construction Method Statement 
has now been published. Wiltshire Council has confirmed that the principle access 
into the site is off Cock Road and this will be the access point for five of the six 
dwellings. The Clerk has tried to contact the developer to discuss access to the site 
from alternative routes. There has been no response yet.  

 Wiltshire Council has confirmed that it will not be possible to erect a sign stating 
“no construction traffic”. Any sign erected on highways land may be subject to 
enforcement action and removed by the appropriate officer. The sign itself and its 
requirements would not carry any weight and could not be enforced by the 
Council or local highway authority. 

 It was noted that there is a new developer for the Malthouse Farm development 
and they have held a meeting with local residents.  

 It was suggested at the previous Parish Council meeting that National Grid had 
met with residents from Bromham at a public meeting. The Clerk has contacted 
the representative from the Visual Improvement Team who are working with 
National Grid and they have confirmed that they attended a closed meeting with 
members of the Parish Council in Bromham. This took place before the Parish 
Council meeting. They left before the public meeting began. National Grid said 
that they are happy to have meetings for the public in Rowde but they probably 
will not take place until January when the plans for the project are more 
developed.  
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 A member of the public believes that the plans are move advanced than suggested 
as buildings in Iron Pear Tree farm have been let for the purpose. There was a 
query about how much Conscience Lane will be affected by additional traffic when 
the work begins.   

 The Clerk has ordered a new noticeboard for the High Street.  

 The Clerk has contacted two allotment holders and asked them to tend to their 
plots as they are in a neglected state.  

 There are additional boot camp sessions taking place on the large playing field 
now. The Parish Council are happy for these to take place but ask if the boot camp 
location can be rotated around the field to preserve the grass as much as possible.  

 The grounds contractor will side out the pavement from Conscience Cottages to 
The Queen’s Head for £475.00. An additional area has been included from Manor 
Farm to the junction of Conscience Lane. This will cost £280.00.  The programme 
will also commence to side out the pavements on the side roads.  

 It was agreed to discuss the weed killing programme for the pavements at the 
Parish Council meeting in January.  

 The Clerk has contacted the redundant fete committee and asked if money can be 
contributed towards the cost of the VE day celebrations. 

 
 
 
 

8. Information sharing on the closure of the Village Shop 

 J Barber noted that 6 people attended the AGM in February 2019 and it was 
discussed then that this would be the last year of trading for the shop. The shop 
could not continue due to a lack of volunteers and custom. The decision to close 
the shop was made in September with advice from the Plunket foundation. It was 
suggested that the shop was closed whilst it had enough money to pay its 
creditors. The end of the shop’s financial year was 31st October, so that is why the 
decision was made to close on that date. The shop had reminded residents to ‘use 
it or lose it’, and it was not used.   

 If any money remains, it will be split between community groups in the village, 
according to the shop’s original agreement. It was stated that it was not necessary 
to hold a shareholders meeting about the decision to close the shop as it was a 
limited company. They had the necessary authority to close the shop if it was 
needed.  

 A report on the finances of the shop is due in February. An update will be sent by 
the shop management team to the Rowde Village News. 

 Contributions made by shareholders can not be refunded, nor did they attract a 
right of dividend or bonus. They were classed as donations.  

 The Parish Council Chair asked about the donation that was given to the shop from 
the village precept. The Parish Council was told on 9th October 2019 that this 
money was going to be used to cover insurance costs and utility bills. It was not 
made clear that the shop was due to close imminently. The response given was 
that the shop normally receive a grant from the Parish Council and that the money 
was spent as outlined above. The shop had hoped that they would be able to carry 
on trading.  

 J Barber and the shop staff were thanked for all of their hard work over the years.  

 

9. Planning Matters 
Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan & Rowde Parish 

 The Parish Council confirmed its intention to join the Devizes Area Neighbourhood 
Plan. All Councillors were in favour. 

 Meetings will continue with Devizes Town Council to progress the plan.  
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 Rowde parish will need to meet to discuss the village’s priorities with regards to a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 A question was asked about where the settlement boundary is and whether 
Rowde’s settlement boundary is separate to Devizes. Devizes Road is not included 
in the settlement boundary and there is currently a buffer between the settlement 
boundary of Rowde and Devizes.  

Outline – Tower View development 
A proposal has been submitted to the Parish Council to build on a plot of land adjacent to 
41 Tower View. This land is owned by Aster and it is considered to be suitable for infill 
development. The initial sketch plan shows scope to develop a three bedroom detached 
house with two off road parking spaces.  
One Councillor commented that the space might be more suitable for a 2 bedroom 
property. The Parish Council did not have any objections in general.  
Malthouse Farm – planning applications 

 Two further applications have been submitted for Malthouse Farm. One is to vary 
the conditions of the original application (17/08775/FUL): condition 3, 4, 5 and 19 
of application (19/10318/VAR) and the other is to decide on reserved matters 
(19/10497/REM) dealing with appearance, landscaping, layout and scale following 
approval of hybrid planning application 17/08775/FUL. These applications will be 
considered at the Parish Council meeting in December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10. Highways Update 
Update from the Devizes Community Area Transport Group (CATG) meeting held on 
5/11/19 
The meeting was attended by the Parish Council Chair, the Clerk and L Wills.   

 CATG has agreed to fund 10 dropped kerbs and to widen 4 kerbs around the 
village. This was initiated by residents of HfT who can experience difficulties 
accessing the Church and other parts of the village It has been agreed that the 
Parish Council will pay 25% of the costs towards the dropped kerbs, which will be 
£2, 275 . It is anticipated that the work will take place in January, allowing for the 
winter team to be taken off to do other jobs at short notice.  

 I Whittaker-Axon will notify HfT of the planned work.  

 CATG has agreed to fund a design proposal for a footpath in Tanis. The design will 
cost £6,000. The Parish Council has been asked to contribute 25% of the costs; 
£1,500. 

 The above expenditure was agreed by the Parish Council (proposed by J Dalley’s 
seconded by I Whittaker-Axon).  

 It was noted by the Chair of CATG that Rowde Parish Council was fortunate to get 
the above funding as there is only £8,580.71 left in the budget.  

 The Parish Council’s request for a weight and speed restrictions on The Common 
was deferred until the next CATG meeting, in February 2020. 

Wiltshire Council update on tractor transport 
Complaints have been received from residents about crops spilling onto the roads and 
pavements in the village from unsheeted tractors. Wiltshire Council has confirmed that it 
is concerned about the size and number of tractor movements across the county and they 
are dealing with all of their known cases. The main focus for Wiltshire Council for safety 
reasons has been dealing with issues of mud on the roads. If there is a risk of hay or straw 
blowing onto the road the driver should consider sheeting the load.  

 It was noted that it is the driver’s responsibility to ensure that his load is safe 
before he travels. It is a government recommendation to sheet loads of crops for 
transport.  
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 It was commented that it would be reasonable for the farmers to speak with their 
contractors and ask for crops to be sheeted before transportation. When crops fly 
around, they end up in the drains, which are then not regularly cleared which 
causes flooding.  

 The Police is the main enforcement body for these offences. It was recommended 
that residents record the tractor registration number if they consider an offence is 
taking place and report it to the Police.   

 The Parish Council is still mindful that we live in a farming community.  
Discussion on need for further waiting and parking restrictions. 
One area was suggested for a possible parking restriction: High Street, near to Slade’s 
Garage where cars are regularly parked across the pavement. J Dalley agreed to speak 
with the residents to ask if they can park elsewhere.  
Diversion of Footpath Rowde 13 has been confirmed. Wiltshire Council has issued the 
diversion Order.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JD 

11. Grounds Maintenance: 
Monthly update 

 The Parish Council’s grounds contractor has carried out work to clear the area 
adjacent to the allotment car park to prevent further fly-tipping. Repairs have also 
been carried out to the Sands Lane track.  

 Correspondence has been received regarding a hedgerow that borders the 
permissive footpath opposite the Rowdey Cow. A resident has raised concerns 
about the condition of the hedge that borders the permissive footpath in the field 
opposite the Rowdey Cow. This hedgerow is the responsibility of Wiltshire Council 
and they will attend to any work that needs to be carried out. 

 Ditches – a Parish Councillor raised concern about flooding on Devizes Road. 
Rowde Primary School filled in a large ditch on its land some years ago and there is 
concern that this is contributing to local flooding.  

 

12. Use of the large playing field 
Monthly update 

 The building of the shed is continuing.  It will be painted with anti-climb paint to 
prevent youths from climbing on the building. The Clerk has been asked to arrange 
for fours A4 signs to be made warning people not to climb on the shed.  

 
 
 
Clerk 
 

13. Allotments Update 
Monthly Update 

 It was reminded that tenants are granted a yearly agreement. Those tenants that 
do not maintain their plots adequately, will not have their tenancy renewed in 
March.   

 
 

14.  Village Amenities 
Update on the quotations for RoSPA recommended repairs to playgrounds 

 Two further quotes are still being sought for repairs to the playgrounds.  
Schedule for putting up the village Christmas Tree 

 The Clerk has met with the Village hall’s electrician and he has installed an outside 
power socket with a separate RCD to power the Christmas lights.  

 The Christmas tree has been ordered and will be ready for delivery on 25th 
November. The cost of a 14ft tree will be £160 + VAT.  

 The Clerk has purchased 4 x 10 metre LED outdoor Christmas lights for the tree on 
behalf of the Parish Council. J Dalley measured the existing lights and confirmed 
the length needed.   

 It is hoped that the Christmas tree can be put up before the Village Hall Christmas 
event. 
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15. Community matters 
VE day celebrations – update from meeting on 12th November 

 A meeting with a small group took place on 12th November to plan events for VE 
day on 8th May 2020.  

 There will be events planned for the Large Playing field, Small Playing field and the 
Village Hall, including a Rowde football match, past vs present and a tea dance.  

 The team will meet on the following dates and everyone is welcome to attend : 
15th January 2020, 5th February, 10th March, 21st April, all at 7pm in the Village 
Hall.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16. Communications update 
Facebook 

 There was one update, about an accident at the junction of Close Lane where the 
chevron signs has been damaged. The Clerk will report the damage to Wiltshire 
Council.   

 
 
 
Clerk 

17. Financial matters & monthly invoices for October (total £4,538.00).  
October  invoices breakdown  
Admin costs: £1,371.43 
Grounds maintenance: £707.67 
Shed : £1,976.14 
Remembrance wreaths & noticeboard & xmas lights: £482.76 
Total: £4,538.00 
Payment for invoices were proposed by C Stevens, seconded by Y Pullen. All Councillors 
were in favour.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18. Proposed meeting dates for 2020.  

 The dates proposed were accepted. The Clerk will arrange the booking of the 
Village Hall.  

 It was agreed to hold the Annual Village Meeting on the same evening as the Parish 
Council meeting next year. There will be no separate meeting.  

 

19. Correspondence 

 It was noted with sadness that Y Pullen has resigned from the Parish Council due to 
work commitments.   

 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Next VE day celebration meeting: 15th January 2020.  
 Parish Council meetings will be held on Wednesday 11th December 2019 & 8th 

January 2020. 
 The next Area Board Meeting will be held on 18th November 2019 at Devizes School 

at 6.30pm. 
 EVERYONE is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 

 


