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A Year in the Life of Rowde Parish Council 
 

March 2020 – May 2021 
 
 
Covid-support: The Parish Council has run a Covid-support group from the 
end of March 2020 to current date. The group had answered 212 requests for 
help up to August 2020, and a further 50 requests since then. There was a 
total of 30 volunteers, not all working at the same time.  
 
The Parish Council thanks Lisa Wills and her family for managing this group 
through the pandemic. Also, for the support of P Bryant and the Clerk.  
 

 

Meetings: The Parish Council met nine times (out of a usual 11) over the year 
and switched to zoom meetings in May 2021.  
 

 

Donations: made to village groups in 2020-21 totalled: £1,625 

 

 

St Matthew's Church Clock 
Upkeep of village 
clock  500 

Devizes & District Link Hospital transport 250 
Rowde Village 
News  Village magazine 150 
Rowde Village 
Hall  Village amenity 500 

Xmas tree  Village celebration 225 

      

     £1,625 
 

 

  

   

   

   

Repairs 
o D Revell repaired the footbridge on the permissive footpath, in the first 

field opposite the Rowdey Cow entrance.  
o The wetpour around the swings at Tower View was repaired. It was 

then vandalised before the wet pour had a chance to settle.  
o Repairs to the equipment in the small playground have been 

commissioned.  
 

 

Infrastructure 
o A highways safety mirror has been purchased by the Parish Council 

and installed at the junction of Close Lane, with the High Street. This is 
because of many accidents that have occurred on the A342 at that 
spot. The damaged chevron still needs to be replaced by Wiltshire 
Council.  
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Grounds Maintenance 
o A new ground maintenance contract has been negotiated for work in 

the village. This covers the maintenance of the large and small playing 
field, The Hill area, and over various areas around the village.  

o The village clean up continued with the pavements being sprayed with 
weed killer. The encroaching grass verges were then sided out and the 
excess soil disposed of. A road sweeper was deployed to come 
through the village to sweep the roads.  

 

 

Village Appearance 
o Our litter collector continues to keep our streets and neighbourhood 

clean and free of litter. 
o This work is supported by our worker from HfT, who alternatively works 

clearing pavements or litter collecting the large playing field.  
 
 
 

Highways 
 

o A further request was made for a 20mph speed limit on Springfield 
Road.  

o The Parish Council has requested a metro count to take place to 
record the levels and speed of traffic. All metro counts have been 
suspended during lockdown due to untypical levels of traffic.  

o The request for a ‘Children Playing’ sign for Springfield Road was 
refused by the Community Area Transport Group (CATG).  
 

 

Footpaths 
o MP Danny Kruger walked some of the footpaths in Rowde in August, 

with West Wilts Ramblers. It was noted that some footpaths need 
attention. These have been reported to the Rights of Way Officer at  
Wiltshire Council. Unfortunately, resources are short and the 
volunteers who carry out the repairs have not been able to do so 
through lockdown periods.  

o The Parish Council would like to see the village form its own footpath 
repair group with local volunteers who could tackle some of these 
problems.  

 

 

Allotments 
o A ban on bonfires was introduced during the Coronavirus pandemic 

due to people suffering with respiratory problems. This ban has been 
upheld due to ongoing health concerns for allotment holders and the 
wish for the site to be more environmentally friendly.  
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o The Parish Council has arranged for a green waste bin to be sited at 

the allotments to facilitate the removal of waste which would ordinarily 
have been burned.  

o The oak tree on the allotments site, which has a TPO on it, needs 
remedial work. The Parish Council commissioned a PICUS test which 
shows the extent of the damage to the oak tree with two different types 
of fungus. There is a fruiting body of fungus at ground level and a 
further fungal bracket to the north west. The report said that there is a 
large central cavity, which makes the tree in potential danger of 
uprooting. The main limbs will be reduced to prevent short term failure.  

o A survey was sent out to allotment holders by the Parish Council on 
their views on communal composting. No allotment holder was 
interested solely in communal composting. Some tenants said they 
would not use a communal compost; others said they would use a mix 
of their own composting facilities with a communal compost if it was 
available.   

o Allotment rules and tenancy agreement were reviewed and re-drafted 
and issued to allotment holders. It was proposed that the new 
agreements will not be enforced for 6 months due to ongoing Covid 
restrictions.  

o Allotment rents increased from £16.50 to £20.00 for a half plot; and 
from £20.00 to £40.00 for a full plot. It was agreed that a half plot 
should be half the price of a full plot. The increase was agreed after 
research involving nearby allotment rents.  
 

 

Planning  
o Rowde Parish Council has formally agreed to join the Neighbourhood 

Plan for the Devizes Area. The Devizes plan is five years old and is in 
the process of being updated, this time with the inclusion of Rowde.  

 

Planning Applications. 
Here is a sample of the applications reviewed by the Parish Council over the 
last year. 

o Rowde Primary School (20/02306/VAR) application for variation of 
condition 14 (drainage) to be removed. The School later withdrew the 
application and carried out remedial drainage works as advised.  

o 20.08161/FUL Wessex Water, Rowde Water Recycling Centre, on the 
Common. There are plans to update the recycling centre with a £3 
million pound project. The planning application related to a proposed 
motor control centre kiosk and additional treatment facilities. The 
application relates only to the building of the motor control centre. The 
remainder of the development takes place within permitted 
development rules.  

o Rowde Hill Farm (20/95857) proposed erection of a replacement 
agricultural building.  
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Development: Reed Place.  
o It is proposed that Wiltshire Council will build ten units: six will be 

socially rented at a discounted rent; four will be shared ownership 
properties. They will be a mixture of one- and two-bedroom properties, 
with one three-bedroom house.  

o A housing needs survey was carried out in Rowde in 2019 and 
this has formed Wiltshire Council’s intention to build ten 
properties on land to the east of Reed Place. It may be possible 
to do another housing needs survey in the future and if the 
response from that is that more three-bedroom houses are 
needed, then it could be possible to develop them later. 
Everyone who wants to apply for one of these new properties 
must be on the housing list.  

o Wiltshire Council has given the approval to work with a company called 
Rollalong which provide cardon neutral modern methods of 
constructing homes from their factory. A large majority of the home will 
be constructed and finished in the factory, ready for transportation and 
to be put together onsite. This brings many advantages including 
minimised disruption to those living/working around the construction 
site.  

 

Anti-social behaviour 
o Police were called to attend whilst graffiti was being painted on the 

skate park equipment. The Parish Council asked if the skate park could 
be repainted in a neutral colour, which it was.  

 

Large Playing field 
o Usage of the playing field has increased hugely over the lockdown 

periods. Unfortunately, it has resulted in huge amounts of litter and 
other waste material being left behind.  

o Soil has been added to the goal mouth areas. New goal posts were 
purchased for village use.  

o The football pitches have been rolled and flattened. Thank you to J 
Dalley for carrying out this work and for the continued support of Dave 
Packer.  
 

 

Joint working 
 
Wiltshire Council – thank you to Cllr Laura Mayes for attending Rowde 
Parish Council meetings and providing updates from Wiltshire Council, in the 
absence of the elected member. Congratulations too, to Laura Mayes for 
becoming the newly elected member of the reconfigured ward of Bromham, 
Rowde and Roundway.  

 

The Common 
o Thanks to L Tovey & F Drake for cutting the grass on the Common. 

Residents were out last year removing ragwort. 
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Also, thank you to L Tovey & F Drake for cutting the hedges along the 
Common.  
 

Silverwood School (Rowde Campus) 
o There have been online community engagement events looking at 

plans to develop Silverwood School. It is anticipated that full planning 
application will be submitted in Spring 2021. It is hoped that 
construction will begin in Summer 2021 with completion of construction 
work by Autumn 2023.  

 

HfT 
o Rowde was dismayed to learn of plans by HfT to close the site at 

Furlong Close.  
o Hft has now offered to lease Furlong Close for up to two years to 

Wiltshire Council for them to commission a new provider to manage the 
site.  

o Wiltshire Council continues to work with residents and families at HfT 
to look at new care provision on site.  

 
National Grid 
National Grid (VIP) project.  A presentation was given to the Parish Council 
and attendees of that meeting on the proposal to put twelve pylons 
underground across Roundway Down. There has been a further online 
engagement event which everyone could attend to update on the National 
Grid’s progress.  
 

 

Looking forward 
o Asset transfer of Silverlands Play area from Wiltshire Council to Rowde 

Parish Council. The Parish Council is looking for anyone interested in 
helping to plan the refurbishment of the play area, to please get in 
touch.  

o Creating a footpath in Tanis: Wiltshire Council has said that the project 
can be considered for a substantive funding scheme. It has been 
delayed further due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  

o Further public litter bins will be funded by the Parish Council to try to 
keep on top of the waste problems in the village.  

 

 

Welcome to new Parish Councillors: Sally Green, Mandy Humphreys, Josh 

Wills, Wayne Cherry 
 
And a welcome return to: Pat Bryant, Debra Pullen, Lisa Wills, John Dalley, 
Chris Stevens 
 

 

Thank you and farewell to two Parish Council Chairs: I Whittaker-Axon & J 
Hawkins  
 

Farewell: Dave Revell   
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Vacancies: We currently have vacancies for one Parish Councillor. We would 
love to have you as part of our team. You can play a part in influencing and 
shaping where you live. We need you!!  
 

 


