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  MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 11th January 2017, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy, Ben Bentley, John Dalley, John Hawkins, Dave Revell, Gemma Sartin, Andrew Seedhouse, 
C Stevens, Lesley Stewart (until 9.45pm) 
Clerk: R Jeffries 
Present: Cllr Cuthbert 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies: All Councillors were present.    

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
No new business interests were recorded.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes  

 Following recent problems during Parish Council meetings, the Chair asked for anyone 
who wishes to speak at the meeting to remain seated. If points of fact need to be 
checked, please can members of the public write to the Parish Clerk or Chair in advance 
of the meeting so that there is adequate time to investigate the facts before the 
meeting.  

 
 
 
 

4. Wiltshire Council update – Cllr Cuthbert  

 Cllr Cuthbert commented on the enthusiasm and passion of the residents of Rowde, 
and believed the Parish Council to be engaged and pro-active. It was noted that parish 
councils need to carefully consider how they communicate with members of the village 
as attendance at parish council meetings across the country is not high.  

 Cllr Cuthbert encouraged the Parish Council and residents to look at the Police & Crime 
Commissioners’ Police & Crime Plan & Precept Consultation 2017. It is not just about 
the precept but about the crime plan until 2020. It is a chance to have a say about what 
the Police and Crime Commissioner’s priorities are.  

 The proposed precept will have an identical increase to last year, as it is capped at 1.9% 
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5. Public Question Time 

 Cllr Cuthbert was asked about her intentions to act on any forthcoming planning 
application for Malthouse Farm. Cllr Cuthbert intends to request that any application 
for Malthouse Farm will be considered before the Council’s planning committee. This 
can only be done once an application has actually been made.  

 J Barber requested that the December’s Parish Council minutes, point 13, should read 
that the Youth Council have ‘photos’ of where the rubber matting has been laid in the 
small playing field, and not ‘drawings’. The minutes will be changed to reflect this.   

 A further query was raised about the recording of the details of a conversation that 
took place at the meeting relating to the Youth Council. The query was noted but as it 
formed no part of the meeting, it would not be recorded in the minutes.  

Youth Council update 
Two members of the Youth Council attended the meeting. They confirmed that they will 
continue to volunteer to maintain the skate park and the bmx track.  It was noted that the 
basketball area needs to be swept of any debris. J Dalley agreed to liaise with Luke and other 
co-members.  
It was further agreed that a new group could be formed which would concentrate on engaging 
with the young people in the village and putting activities on for them.  
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Cllr Cuthbert remarked that this type of work would attract funding from the Local Youth 
Network.  

 Luke, Dan and members of the Youth Council were thanked for putting up and taking 
down the village Christmas tree. 

6. Agree the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting 9th November 2016 

 The minutes from the meeting on 9th November 2016 were agreed. Proposed by C 
Stevens, seconded J Hawkins.   

 It is acknowledged that the Clerk did respond to Wiltshire Council regarding the draft 
proposal to amend the settlement boundaries in Rowde, on 6th October 2014.  

 The December 2016 minutes were not approved at this point due to the query raised in 
public question time. They will be amended and presented again to the Parish Council 
in February 2017 for consideration.    

 

7. Matters arising & actions taken from the meeting 14th December 2016. 
Planning  
Potential development on land at Malthouse Farm. The planning consultants are in the process 
of considering revised options for the Malthouse Farm Site. There are no further updates at 
this time.  
Bungalows off Silverlands Road: These bungalows are on schedule to be completed by Spring 
2017. Wiltshire Council has canvassed local residents to encourage them to apply for a 
bungalow (15/12/16). Promotional leaflets have been distributed to key groups and locations 
around the village.  

 A report has been made by a resident of offensive language being used on site. This has 
been dealt with by Wiltshire Council and the contracting company and an apology has 
been made to the resident.  

Traffic Safety 
Caen Hill 

 The Clerk has made freedom of information requests for information on road traffic 
accidents on Caen Hill, from Wiltshire Council, Wiltshire Police, and Dorset and 
Wiltshire Fire Service.  A response has been received from Wiltshire Council with a map 
showing details of road traffic accidents on Caen Hill. These results will be shared with 
Poulshot Parish Council at a meeting soon.  

 The Chair has written to Cllr Whitehead regarding concerns about road safety on Caen 
Hill. No response has been received yet. It was agreed to share a copy of the letter sent 
to Cllr Whitehead with Poulshot Parish Council.  

 Cllr Cuthbert noted that the Highways department is already looking at ways to 
improve road safety at the junction of Whistley Lane with Caen Hill.  

 It was noted that part-time night lighting is in force at the junction of Marsh Lane with 
Caen Hill, yet further up the road towards Devizes and the Whistley Lane junction, the 
lights remain on all night. The Clerk will speak with Wiltshire Council about this.  

Speed Indicator Device 
New batteries have been purchased for the Speed Indicator Device. D Revell is looking at the 
functionality of the device.  
Further updates 

 The generator leads have been purchased. It was suggested that they should be stored 
with the generator. The Clerk will inquire if this will be possible.   

 The textile recycling bank has not yet been removed. The Clerk and Chair will contact 
Devizes Textiles again.    
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8. Budget planning & precept setting   
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 The Parish Council is currently running a deficit budget which we will not be able to 
sustain. We can currently cover the existing level of services and provision to protect 
our infrastructure, although costs are expected to rise. 

  There is expenditure that we are mandated to cover, for example insurance, pensions 
and upkeep of the allotments and war memorial.  

 There are external pressures on the finances. The support grant has been lost. Wiltshire 
Council’s budget from central government continues to decrease and as such they will 
be able to provide fewer services at parish level, for example grass and verge 
cutting. This has already been seen. In addition, there is inflationary pressure in the 
economy.   

 There was a discussion on the running costs of the village, our grounds maintenance 
commitments and the future needs of the village. The Parish Council would like to 
improve the village infrastructure and to provide more services, to make Rowde a 
better and safer place live. In response to Parishioners’ requests, we are looking at 
improving and/or creating new footpaths, renovations to the pavilion and other 
projects. A strategy meeting will be held shortly to discuss the above options.  

 It was noted by the Clerk that in early 2016, Central Government consulted on 
extending Council tax referendum principles to larger town and parish councils by 
capping precept levels. It was decided not to cap Parish Council precepts in this 
financial year 2017-18 but the proposal will be reviewed again next year. Parish council 
were asked to exercise restraint when setting increases that are not a direct result of 
taking on additional responsibilities.   

 Cllr Cuthbert noted that percentage increases might look alarming when the increased 
amounts are small. An increase for a A-C band house, however, will be substantially 
different than for a D, F, G, H house. In addition, all other elements of the council tax 
bill are likely to rise: the fire service, the police, and the social care levy for the Council.  

 After much debate, it was agreed to increase the budget for the financial year of 2017-
2018. A precept of £34,000.00 will be requested (Proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J 
Dalley. All Councillors voted in favour.) 

 It was agreed to offset the increase in the precept tax request through using most of 
the Parish Councils reserve funds next year. The resulting increase per household, per 
housing band is highlighted below in yellow. 

 

Year A B C D E F G H 

Annual cost: 2017/18 £46.36 £54.09 £61.81 £69.54 £84.99 £100.45 £115.90 £139.08 

Difference for each 

Band per annum £ 
£7.43 £8.68 £9.91 £11.15 £13.62 £16.11 £18.58 £22.30 

Difference for each 

Band per chargeable 

month £ 

£0.74 £0.87 £0.99 
£1.12 

£1.36 £1.61 £1.86 £2.23 

         
 

9. Other financial matters & monthly invoices   
 



Signed by Chair of the Parish Council, Steve Mundy:  

Dated: 

 The invoices for December were approved and cheques were signed for £1426.32. 
Additional payments of £179.52 (generator leads) + £165.00 (Speed Indicator Device 
batteries) were also approved. The total monthly spend was £1770.84. Proposed by C 
Stevens, seconded by B Bentley. All Councillors were in favour.  

 
Admin costs inc. meeting room hire 1044.52 

Grounds maintenance  381.80 

Leads/batteries 344.52 

Total: £1770.84 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Village Appearance  
Grounds Maintenance Contract 
The existing schedule of work was circulated again to Parish Councillors and some 
amendments were made. It was proposed by C Steven and seconded A Seedhouse that this 
document should be sent out to tender.  

 The tender document will go out as one document to interested parties in early 
February 2017. The contract can be split if desired. The deadline for responses will be 
1st March 2017 and the new contract in place for 1st April 2017. 

 C Stevens has volunteered with other allotment holders to maintain the central grassed 
path moving forward. The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who is involved 
with maintaining the paths at the allotments.  

 A request was made for more road sweeping to be carried out around the village. D 
Revell agreed to seek quotes for road sweeping from Wiltshire Concrete.  

Councillor responsibilities 
D Revell agreed to inspect the Parish Council’s play equipment on a monthly basis. The Clerk 
will send a template for the inspections to D Revell.  

 The Chair has been trying to contact Wiltshire Fencing regarding the missing central 
support brackets for the fencing around the toddler play area. It was noted that the 
Parish Council should register that a service is due with the receivers as the company 
has gone into liquidation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D 
Revell 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. Village Communication 
Parish Council Facebook page update  
A resident has written to thank the Parish Council for all of their hard work.  
Freedom of Information Policy 
A draft policy document was circulated to Councillors. It was agreed to accept the policy. The 
Clerk will put the policy onto the village website (Proposed by C Stevens, seconded by B 
Bentley). 
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12. Correspondence 

  Update from the Community Policing Team (CPT) which has been rolled out by 
Wiltshire Police across Wiltshire and Swindon. The Police are also working to improve 
the 101 telephone system.  

 There was one matter reported to the Police from Rowde which was a theft and 
damage at the allotments.   

 

 Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 8th February 2017, 7.30pm in the Village Hall for budget setting  

 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   
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Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


