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FOOD TIMES
Every day Lunch 12.00- 2.30
Every evening 6.00 - 9.00

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 11.00
Friday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - Midnight
Saturday:
      all day 12.00 to midnight
Sunday:
      all day 12.00 to 11.00pm

Sunday Carvery, good quality 
Pub food & Ales

Quiz every Sunday evening 
starting at 8pm

Chip Shop Friday 5.30 to 9.00
Eat in or Take Away

Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Rebekah Jeffries and she can be 
contacted at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or 01380 720988.

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729459

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

This month’s front cover shows celebrity for the 
day Zara Walker cutting the tape to open the 
Rowdeford Garden Fair. With her is Jeremy 
Sidmouth, member of the Fair committee. More 
photographs and a report on pages 30 and 31. 
Photograph by Alan Watters

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the June edition of the Rowde Village 
News. Some great articles and reports again this 
month and with a full colour centre spread to boot! 
See and read on pages 30 and 31 what a great 
day it was for the tenth Rowdeford Garden Fair. 
If you missed the Annual Village Meeting then you 
can catch up on the main topics on page 15, some 
of which are further highlighted in their own articles 
elsewhere in the magazine. I especially would like 
to draw your attention to one important issue, high 
speed fibre-optic broadband in the village, or not as 
the case will remain unless we try to do something 
about it! Read about it on pages 8 and 9. This 
month I have had a terrible time trying to produce 
this magazine due to repeated failure of our 
internet connection so, if you haven’t already done 
so, I would urge you to sign the petition ASAP. 
I would also ask you to think about whether you could 
contribute to the quality of life in Rowde by taking 
a position on the Parish Council (see page 52).
There are some great events coming up, like 
Open Farm Sunday (see page 29), the Rowde 
Village Fete (see poster on the back page) and 
the Marlborough Open Studios, featuring two 
Rowde artists (see page 32).
And if you suffer from Hay Fever, there’s a very 
interesting article on page 14 which could offer 
you alternative relief with homeopathy.
Finally, it saddened me to learn during May 
that Jack Stephens has been taken from us, 
apparently quite suddenly after a short illness. 
Jack contributed the material for our fun page 
for many many years without ever missing an 
issue. He will be very much missed by many. 
Read more on page 23 and in the July issue.
Thanks and mind how you go, 
Ed
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
Alas I’m here again! No ‘takers’ for the 
Secretary’s job at the A.G.M. held on April 28th 
in the Village Hall!
Mrs. J.Handy, Chairperson presided over the 
meeting and reported on the various meetings 
we had during the past year, which included a 
Games Evening, Dinner, a talk on World War 2 
and a talk on Gambia.
The Treasurer Mrs. C. Morris presented 
the Accounts which showed we still have a 
healthy balance and the Annual subs would 
remain the same.
The Committee and Officers were elected 
en bloc namely Chairperson  Mrs.J.Handy, 
Treasurer  Mrs.C.Morris, Secretary  
Mrs,D,Buckland, Committee Mrs.D.Ellis and 
Mrs.J.Frost.
The future programme will consist of Slide 
Show, Talks on Lavington Museum and Fire 
Safety as well as a Games Evening and 
Christmas Evening.
After the meeting everyone enjoyed a cuppa 
and slice of lovely sponge made and donated 
by Mrs.J.Frost.
On May 26th members will have had their 
Birthday Dinner at the Cross Keys.
Di. Buckland, Secretary

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
One afternoon in April we had a very lively Kurling 
match with some cunning tactics being employed 
to unseat the opposition!  The final outcome was 
that James’ team won with 17 points, beating 
Sheila’s team who had 11.  Doug was the top 
player of the afternoon with an individual score of 5 
points over the two ends that we had time to play.  
We had the Wii sport out another Monday for ten 
pin bowling and yet again Arnold proved himself to 
be our reigning champion.  On the same day our 
Good Neighbour Coordinator, Alex North, came 
in to see us and have a chat about any issues 
of concern; and then in the afternoon Dennis 
Powney took us through a selection of his pictures 
from the old days in Bromham.  He included quite 
a range of different eras and so many memories 
were evoked.  This Monday was also the day 
that both June and Doreen were celebrating their 
birthdays with us all.  As it was Doreen’s 90th, she 
and Vic brought in a magnificent iced cake for us 
all to share.
We really would like some new members to come 
and join us.  Anyone over 60 who would enjoy a 
bit of company one day a week is very welcome 
to come and take a look at what we do, or give 
me a ring and I will come and see you and tell 
you all about it. It’s a wonderful place to make 
new friends (and probably find some old ones). 
If transport is a problem we can help if you live in 
Bromham or Rowde.
THE MONDAY CLUB IS A COMMUNITY DAY 
CENTRE AND LUNCHEON CLUB FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND HOUSEBOUND RESIDENTS 
OF BROMHAM & ROWDE. IT IS GRANT 
AIDED THROUGH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL, 
AND SUPPORTED BY AGE UK.
Claire Ladd (Organiser) on 01380859166

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
On May 2nd, in the Village Hall, committee 
members and helpers organised another very 
successful Ploughman’s Lunch with 55 meals 
being served. From reports received, everyone 
enjoyed the meal and the company! This event 
made over £300 for Village Hall funds.
Raffle winners were: A. Reynolds, C. Burr, M. 
Frost, M. Butcher, M. Burbidge, K. Wixon, Y. 
Reynolds, P. Hale and F. Volpi.
The lucky Door Ticket winner was Mrs. J. Frost.
Many thanks to all who helped, donated Raffle 
prizes or supported the Lunch.
The next event will be the Village Fete on July 
4th, so come and see us for a Light Lunch or 
Cream Tea!
Also don’t forget the Photograph classes at the 
Flower Show on August 8th.
Adults Class - Country Life, Past or Present
Children Class - A Sporting Moment
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
The HIway Club (for the Hearing Impaired) held 
their A.G.M. in the Village Hall on April 29th. 
Before the business part of the evening everyone 
enjoyed a Fish or Sausage and Chips Supper.
The Vice President Mr.W.Ilott presided over the 
meeting. The Chairman Mr.J.Harris thanked 
everyone for attending each month but stated 
that new members would be welcomed.
Mr.B.Barrett, Treasurer, presented the Financial 
Report and thanked members for their donations 
and raffle prizes which greatly helped keep the 
funds stable.
President Mr.K.Jacomb. Vice President 
Mr.W.Ilott.
The Officers were elected - Chairperson Mr. 
J. Harris, Treasurer Mr.B.Barrett, Secretary  
Mrs.D.Buckland, Asst. Secretary and Raffle 
organiser Mrs.L.Harris. Committee: Mrs.J.Ilott, 
Mrs.L.Porter, Miss G.Harris and Miss N.Drew.
On May 9th members held their Annual Dinner at 
The Cross Keys and all enjoyed the super meal 
provided by Steve and his Staff.
Next meeting will be held on June 24th at the 
Village Hall when we will be having a Bar B Q.
Di. Buckland (Secretary)
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ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

On May 5th the members met in the Village Hall, 
‘sat back’ and enjoyed a trip around Wiltshire 
and Gloucester in slides given by Barrie. We 
started at Bowood with beautiful ‘shots’ of the 
Rhododendrons and Azaleas then travelled just 
down the road to Lacock and on for a quick stop 
at Tetbury. We visited the Rare Breeds farm in 
Gloucester and made our return journey back 
home via Westonbirt to see the lovely autumn 
colours of the Acer trees.
Thank you Barrie for a lovely trip.
Next meeting will be held on June 2nd at 2.30pm 
in the Village Hall.
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

PHOTO FUN

Do you have any amusing photos of people or 
pets? Send them in! 

This month we have more animals that have 
been snapped at just the perfect moment!

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Is the price worth paying?
Sometimes I meet people whose stated Bull’s 
Eye is so far ahead of the norm, the ambitious 
or even the manically driven that I know they 
need the sort of support that I am not qualified 
to deliver.
I met one lady when she worked at a garden 
centre in Kent. From the very beginning I was 
struck by her passion for plants, her prodigious 
energy and strength; her amazing rapport with 
colleagues and customers alike.
Clearly this was someone who wished to make 
a massive impact. Then suddenly she left her 
employment to set up on her own. It was not 
long before her fledgling business was surging 
ahead, scattering local competition far and wide. 
But at 35 she had a partner and a personal life 
that was starting to wilt under a succession of 80 
hour weeks, month after month.
When she told me one day that she wanted to 
treble the size of the business in three years, 
I suggested she could benefit from seeing 
a psychiatrist. She asked me indignantly if 
I thought she was mad. I replied that when 
people talk about trebling the size of a business 
like hers in three years, they can find it useful 
to understand more about their own personal 
drivers. You can try to have whatever you like 
on this earth, but there is always a price to pay.
The quicker you discuss ‘the price’ with your 
partner the quicker you may find out whether 
the price is worth paying......
Tim Kidson
…and here’s a thought for the day 
you are reading this:
Don’t let the choice that you didn’t make weigh 
you down.
Eric Eisenberg

Ouch!
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Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the parish, 
or if you have a personal item to sell, then 
contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 or by 
email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the RVN, or have 
any other questions about its distribution then 
contact: Jan Emm on 01380 725455 or by 
email at jan.emm@hft.org.uk

convenience

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given and 
views expressed in this magazine are generally 
as supplied by the contributors. Our personal 
comments may sometimes be expressed in 
the editorial on page 3 and if our views are 
given elsewhere, they will be credited as so. 
In addition, much of the local news items is 
sourced directly from other publications and 
the internet. We therefore apologise for any 
inaccuracies published but regrettably we have 
no control over this possibility happening. We 
will however publish any corrections notified to 
us as soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor
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BOOK REVIEWS
There were eight of us at book club on 13th May and as it was a free 
read we had lots of suggestions for good reads and books to avoid.  
We graded them out of 10 as follows:
‘When we were Friends’ by Tina Seskis 8.5/10
‘The Private Lives of the Impressionists’ by Sue Roe 8.5/10
‘Before we Met’ by Lucia Whitehouse 6/10
‘Eloise’ by Judy Finnigan 7/10
‘The French Gardener’ by Santa Montefiore (thoroughly enjoyed) 9/10
‘The Girl with All the Gifts’ by M.R.Carey  5/10
‘The House by the Sea’ by Santa Montefiore 7/10

ROWDE BOOK CLUB
The next club meeting will be on Wednesday 10th July. Please note that, due to the 
popularity of the Rowde Book Club, we are unable to take on any new members for the 
foreseeable future.

It was an enjoyable evening with a 
surprising amount of book related 
discussion and the next meeting will be at 
Yvonne’s on 10th July.  Unfortunately, I will 
be away working in Italy, I know, it’s tough, 
so see you all soon.
The books for next month are ‘The Light 
Between oceans’ by M.L.Stedman and ‘Do 
No Harm’ by Henry Marsh.
Happy reading
Ann Swan

Volunteers required
Help in your 

community shop
Please come forward and give 
us a hand. We need all ages 

and all hours
Phone 01380739800 or e-mail 
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council 
meeting in May were:
New Chair
o Jackie Bawden has resigned from the 
Parish Council. Jackie has worked on the Parish 
Council for 9 years, and for four of those as Chair. 
The Parish Council thanks Jackie for all of her 
commitment and dedication to the village and the 
Parish Council.  Jackie has steered the Parish 
Council so competently for such a long time. 
Jackie will be very much missed. 
o Steve Mundy was elected as the new 
Chairman of Rowde Parish Council. Iain Marr was 
elected as Vice-Chairman. 
o Sarah Stapleton has also resigned from 
the Parish Council. 
o The Parish Council welcomed newly 
elected Cllr Anna Cuthbert to the meeting. Cllr 
Cuthbert is the Wiltshire Councillor for Bromham, 
Potterne, & Rowde. Cllr Cuthbert hopes to attend 
many of Rowde’s Parish Council meetings. 
Amenities
Fibre-optic broadband in Rowde
o Rowde was scheduled to receive fibre-
optic broadband through BT’s commercial project 
for Devizes and this has not happened. BT 
engineers are planning to re-visit the cabinet in 
the next 12 – 24 months to see if they can enable 
this for fibre broadband.
o It was suggested that a petition be set 
up for Rowde residents to lodge their complaints 
and this will be sent to MP Claire Perry. B Bentley 
has agreed to co-ordinate the petition. Anyone 
interested in signing the petition, please e-mail 
B. Bentley in the first instance (vinecottagebb@
btinternet.com) or write to Cllr B Bentley, Vine 
Cottage, 26 Bunnies Lane, Rowde, SN10 2QB. 

Steve Mundy           Chair                                          steve.mundy@gmail.com      01380 727598
Ian Marr                   Vice-Chair                                  iain.marr@gmail.com      01380 738096
Ben Bentley            Roads, transport & footpaths       vinecottagebb@btinternet.com   01380 728360
Pam Evans              Village Appearance                  pam.evans@hotmail.com      01380 727820
James Graham       Safety and Behaviour               j-graham123@hotmail.com    01380 722470
Andrew Seedhouse   Playing Fields - Strategic Development   seedhouse3@gmail.com      01380 829663
Chris Stevens         Allotments: Playing Fields Management                    01380 738438
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY
Rebekah Jeffries    Clerk                                          rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com   01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Anna Cuthbert Wiltshire Councillor                     anna.cuthbert@wiltshire.gov.uk   
 

Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne

There is also an e-petition lodged on the Wiltshire 
Council website at: http://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/
mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=13
o Cllr Cuthbert said that she would support 
the village coming together to petition for fibre-
optic broadband. 
Gardener for the Hill
o The Parish Council is looking for a 
gardener to tend ‘The Hill’ for an hour a week 
from March - November. Duties will include 
cutting the grass, strimming, and weeding. Please 
contact Rebekah (Clerk) if you are interested in 
this role. Pay to be negotiated. 
Marsh Lane footpath
o The team of volunteers, led by Neal 
Bawden and Mike Burbidge, who have 
undertaken repairs on the original Marsh Lane 
footpath were thanked. In total,   80 hours of 
volunteer work has taken place and savings 
of approximately £900.00 have been saved by 
volunteers supplying the materials. 
Events
Fireworks
o J Graham has received provisional costs 
for hosting a fireworks event in the village. It will 
costs approximately £3000 for a 15 min display. 
Further details were given at the Annual Village 
Meeting. 
Police matters
o There has been reports of vandalism and 
petty thefts at the allotments. These events are 
occurring on Friday evenings. These matters 
have been reported to the local police, who 
have increased their patrols in the area at that 
time. The allotment holders will liaise together to 
discuss security measures. 



Page 9Rowde Village News   June 2015  

An e-petition has been raised by a local resident 
on the Wiltshire Council website and can be 
located at: 
http://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.
aspx?id=63
A written petition is lodged with Cllr Ben Bentley, 
Vine Cottage, Bunnies Lane if you would like to 
sign a paper copy. 
We urge you all to join the petition so that 
Rowde has a chance of connecting to high-
speed broadband along with Bromham, Devizes 
and most other areas of Wiltshire. 
Gardener needed!! 
Rowde Parish Council are looking for a 
gardener to tend ‘The Hill’. This is the focal 
point of our village and we would like to give it 
the attention that it deserves to keep it looking 
in top condition.  Pay will be based on 1 hour’s 
work per week from March – November, with 
duties to include grass cutting, strimming and 
weeding. Please apply to the Clerk for more 
details (Rebekah, tel: 01380 720988, e-mail: 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com).
Mobile Library Service 
Consultation
Wiltshire Council are proposing to reduce 
the mobile library service to Rowde from a 
fortnightly stop to a monthly stop. 
Do you have any comments about the impact 
that this change will have? 
Are there any changes that you would like 
to propose to the stop Rowde, for example 
proposing a different stop? 
Do you think that a Saturday stop might be of 
interest to the community? 
Do you have any other comments to make 
about the changes? 
Please contact the Outreach Services Manager, 
Library Headquarters, Chapmans Building, 
Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, BA14 8JN, or 
e-mail: mobilelibraries@wiltshire.gov.uk
The consultation is open until 31st July 2015. 

Allotments
o There is 1 vacant plot available. Interested 
parties should contact the Clerk.
Finance 
o The Parish Council insurance has been 
taken out with a new broker, Came and Company. 
The cost for a 3 year fixed rate will be £1127.91, a 
considerable saving on the previous provider. 
o A query was received about the costs of the 
new grounds maintenance contracts. The charges 
will be £2698 + VAT per year, for 2 years. This will 
mean a monthly payment of £224.83, plus VAT. 
o Monthly invoices for April totalling 
£5868.65 were approved (proposed by B Bentley, 
seconded by P Evans)
Staff costs & room hire  1125.45
Grounds & Village Maintenance 408.94
Insurance and subscriptions  1534.26
Donations to village groups  2800.00
Total:     5868.65
Farewell 
o Sarah Stapleton has resigned from the 
Parish Council. The Parish Council thanked 
Sarah for her contribution over the last two years. 
Get involved!
o The Parish Council has vacancies for four 
Parish Councillors. If you are interested in matters 
that affect your village and would like to be involved 
in making decisions that impact on your local 
area, please get involved. No previous experience 
is required and training will be provided. Please 
contact the Clerk for more details. 
Dates for the diary - 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on 
Wednesday 10th June 2015 at 8.00pm, in the 
Village Hall. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine.
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
noticeboards and on the village website.  
You are very welcome to join us at the next 
Parish Council meeting or to contact any of the 
Councillors directly – please see contact details on 
opposite page. 

Fibre-optic broadband 
in Rowde?
Rowde was due to be connected 
to fibre-optic broadband during 
the roll out of BT’s commercial 
project in Devizes. This did not 
happen and now Rowde has 
fallen in the gap between BT’s 
commercial project and Wiltshire 
Council’s rural programme. 

ANNE FERGUSON
CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPIST
Post graduate Diploma in Hypnotherapy and 
Holistic Care
Integrative Hypnotherapy Associates Member 
NLP PRACTITIONER
ABNLP Approved training
Public speaking, exam preparation, phobias, 
smoking cessation, weight loss, anxiety issues
Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 739472 / 07773732910
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello Everyone,
We have a new Vegetable 
supplier. Tony May has 
given up his Wiltshire 
Veg  business so we were 
looking for another provider.
And Guy of AGL has been 
so helpful in stepping into 
the brink. If there is anything you require or 
particularly want please do give us a ring or 
pop down and talk to us, remember we do veg 
boxes should you want them.
Deliveries can be small and often so we 
should have perfect veg for you.

On another note is there anyone out there that 
has time on their hands or wants to get out a 
bit more and do something productive.
We do need help. Just an hour or maybe two 
would make all the difference to our team. 
Training is given and we would not expect you 
to cope on your own.
Volunteers are needed for the marina 
deliveries. We are back to Monday 
Wednesday and Friday at around 10 a,m . If 
you could spare a hour any of those days that 
would be a great help.
We have had secret workers behind the 
scenes painting the shop and hanging the new 
shop canopy. This is all done when the shop 
is shut and it is down to Hazel and Dennis and 
Chris and Keith who quietly just get on with 
what needs to be done. They will no doubt 
grumble that I have mentioned them or singled 
them out, but it is people like them that keep 
us up and running. We are so lucky in so many 
ways to have a good strong support group and 
are grateful for the time already given.
By the time you read this it will be very close to 
Open Farm Sunday and again the team will be 
on hand to sell ice creams, lollies and sweets. 
We look forward to seeing you all there. A date 
not to be missed in the village calendar.
We have experienced intermittent internet 
problems, this is general I am told so 
apologies for any hiccups as a result of this. 
Please do look at the village article about the 
broadband connection in the village.
Kind regards

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 12:00
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

Rowde Shop committee 
Jan Barber,  01380 739800                                        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
Follow us on FaceBook!

JAN’S RECIPE
Easy Italian Sausage Spaghetti
Prep time: 5 minutes, Cook time: 35 minutes, 
Yield: Serves 3 to 4
This spaghetti recipe is actually served in Italy. If 
you would like more sauce, you may want to thin 
it with water, or add more canned tomatoes to 
the sauce. 
INGREDIENTS:
• 1 tbsp olive oil
• 1 yellow onion, finely chopped (about 1 1/2 to 

2 cups)
• 2 cloves garlic, minced (about 2 teaspoons)
• 4 ounces (110g) Italian sweet sausage (or one 

7 to 8 inch link)
• 4 ounces (110g) Italian hot and spicy sausage 

(or one 7 to 8 inch link)
• 1 large (28 oz, 794g) can of whole peeled 

tomatoes
• 1 lb (16 oz, 450 g) spaghetti pasta
• Salt
• Freshly grated Parmesan cheese
METHOD:
1. Heat a tablespoon of olive oil in a large skillet 
on medium heat. Add the chopped onion and 
cook until translucent, about 5 minutes. Add the 
minced garlic and cook a minute more.
2. While the onions are cooking, put a large pot 
of salted water on to boil for the pasta (4 quarts 
water, 2 tbsp salt).
3. Remove the cooked onion and garlic from the 
pan and set aside. Remove the sausage meat 
from the casings (if your sausage is in links) and 
add to the pan, breaking up the meat with your 
fingers as you add it to the pan. Cook on medium 
to medium high heat until lightly browned           
4. Lightly purée the whole peeled canned 
tomatoes(and juices) in a blender and add 
to the skillet with the sausage meat. Add the 
cooked onions and garlic.
5. Once the pasta water has come to a rolling 
boil, add the spaghetti pasta. Allow the water 
to return to a rolling boil. Cook, uncovered, with 
a vigorous boil, for as long as the directions on 
the pasta package say, usually about 10-12 
minutes. When pasta is al dente (cooked but 
still a little firm), remove the pot from the heat. 
Drain the pasta and place it in a serving bowl.
6. Serve immediately. Toss with the sauce and 
garnish with grated Parmesan cheese .                                             
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed) 
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“Four of us would like to have lunch on 
Friday; can I book a table?”
“No need, but you can if you like”, said the 
cheerful voice on the phone.
It was just as well that I did, for when Friday 
came we squeezed into the last space in the 
car park. One foot inside the door and the 
same cheerful voice greeted us from the bar.
“You must be the folk that rang; Steve will 
look after you” and we followed him to a 
splendid table where the window afforded a 
spectacular view across the nortrh Wiltshire 
countryside. Just for a few moments only, 
however, for our allotted reserved table was 
one nearby. Ironically the window table had 
been requested by a party including one with 
poor eyesight and needed the window light 
to see the menu!
No worries, and my wife took her new-found 
favourite chair with her. Apologies galore 
from the staff and thereafter the service from 
Nicki could not have been better.
Now......a word of warning. The common 
practice of working backwards from the 
desserts is of little use at this hostelry, 
though helpfully they were all shown on the 
main menu. By the time we had worked 
our way through the extensive range of 
main meals, contained in the printed menu 
and on an overflowing specials board, 
the best that two of us could manage by 
way of dessert was a taster purporting to 
be just a mouthful from a trio comprising 
sticky toffee pudding, creme brulee and 
chocolate brownie. In the event each of the 
three portions was of sufficient size to stand 
alone in its own right!. The two of us who 
ordered the fruit crumble and custard could 
hardly finish the goodly serving.

EATING OUT - DUMB POST INN, BREMHILL

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could write 
us a review please send it to Suzan at 
suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR

The duck stir-fry, the most expensive 
item on the specials board at £14.95, 
was sumptuous and generous, while the 
poached salmon at £11.95 had been cooked 
to perfection. The bargain of the day, the 
set two-course menu, was a slightly less 
pretentious fish and chips (the chosen item 
from several alternatives) made up for with 
the aforesaid huge crumble dessert, and 
was a steal at £8.95. With drinks before and 
during the meal we felt the total of £80.00 for 
the four of us was very fair.
Our venue, the Dumb Post Inn - Bremhill, 
has as its soubriquet “The Hidden Jewel of 
Wiltshire”. Located just a couple of miles 
north of Calne, it is certainly reasonably 
accessible from Rowde, despite the final 
mile of narrow lane which explains the 
“Hidden” in the sub-title.
Donald Smith
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The Reverend John Rees
Thoughts from The Rectory
Anne, I and our dog Frodo are enjoying walking 
the length of the beautiful Kennet and Avon canal. 
So far we have (over a considerable period!) 
walked from Bath to Pewsey.
While walking from Honeystreet to Pewsey 
during the early May Bank Holiday we met a 
representative of the Canals and River Trust. He 
told us  about their conservation work and his 
hopes and plans for further improvements to the 
canal network in the future.
Also on that day we saw a family of  geese 
swimming in line on the canal, two adults with their 
eight goslings between them. I wonder if they have 
hopes for their offspring as human parents do?
As we go through life sometimes our hopes are 
met and at other times we have to cope with 
disappointment.  In the recent general election 
inevitably the hopes of some candidates and their 
supporters were met, in some cases beyond all 
their expectations, while in other cases future 
hope was dashed.
The word “hope”  is mentioned in the Bible a great 
deal, over 170 times in the New International 
Version.  In the Bible it means rather more than 
really wanting something to happen, it is instead, 
an expression of certainty. Paul wrote of  “ the hope 
laid up in heaven”. This was an expression of his 
trust  that, whatever struggles he faced on earth, 
the best was yet to be – when he would know 
God’s peace and loving presence in Heaven.
Christian hope is not only relevant for the 
future, it is for the present too. God promises 
that he is present with us and cares for us in all 
circumstances. As I have found, God can give us 
the strength to keep going when life is hard.    
May this hope help you, whatever your aspirations 
and whatever challenges you face.                                           
Best wishes, John
Notes from our Churchwardens
Mothers’ Union: 
Tiddlywinks
A reminder that an informal Toddlers Group has 
been started in Church; it was developed from the 
successful Tuesday morning Cafe meetings. The 
first meeting was on 10th March and the second 
on 24th. Meetings will be fortnightly beginning the 
next sessions being 2nd, 16th, 30th June finishing 
on 14th July.   This has been organized by Caroline 
Culley.  If you would like to find out more or like to 
help one on of the Tuesdays please come in and 
speak to Caroline any Tuesday morning.

Summer Fete 4th July
The Church will be running the Cake Stall again 
this year. Please make a cake and bring it to 
Church on the day.
Lamp Post by Wicket into 
Maundrell Close
It is hoped that by the time of publishing the 
generous sum of money raised by Rosie Berry 
and those who attended the 2014 Burns Night 
will see the fruition of their generosity.  To those 
villagers and their dogs who were inconvenienced 
on Friday 1 May by the Rowde Veteran Trench 
Diggers, our apologies.  I would just like to thank 
Richard Keevil, Phil Hale and Bob Hill for their 
sterling effort. Hopefully there will be a light at the 
end of the tunnel.
Change of Church Wardens
Technically Maureen Hiscocks remains a Church 
Warden until the formal licensing of Michael 
Cornwell, however within the village please 
contact either Gavin Moss or Michael Cornwell 
if you need to raise any matters with a Church 
Warden. Whilst we have formally thanked 
Maureen for her outstanding contribution at the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting I think we 
should repeat the thanks of all within Rowde to 
her for her dedication.
Gavin Moss and Michael Cornwell
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Churchwardens: 
Maureen Hiscocks   Tel 01380 725406
Gavin Moss  Tel 01380 729160
Michael Cornwell Tel 01380 722855
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/

CHURCH ROTAS
Church Cleaning

The dates for the months of June and July are 
immediately below, so anyone wishing to join the 
team please turn up at the time and date as shown:
 Wednesday 10th June at 1.30 pm
 Wednesday 22nd July at 1.30 pm

Brass Cleaning
Phil Hale

Flower Arranging
7 June - Carole Nutland

14 & 21 Jun – Jill Myerscough
28 June & 5 July – Yvonne Larkin
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Date/Time  Service                
Wednesday 3   
11.00 am  Holy Communion (John Rees & Bishop Bill)

Thursday 4  Corpus Christi  
6.00 pm  Holy Communion, Bromham (John Rees & Bishop Bill)

Sunday 7  Trinity 1 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde (John Rees & Bishop Bill)
9.30 am  Family Communion, Bromham (Howard Worsley)
11.15 am  Family Service (John Rees & Howard Worsley)
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham (Norma & Richard Fergusson)

Saturday 13 
6.00 pm  Taize, Bromham (Michol Barker)

Sunday 14  Trinity 2
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane (John Rees)
9.30 am  Family Communion, Bromham (John Rees)
11.15 am  Family Communion and Baptism (John Rees)

Wednesday 17 
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House Bromham

Sunday 21  Trinity 3
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham (John Rees)
9.30 am  Family Communion (John Rees)
11.15 am  Family Service (Heather Armstrong)

Sunday 28  Feast Day of Saint Peter and Saint Paul
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane (John Rees)
9.30 am  Morning Worship (Fran Hall) + Junior Choir
11.00 am  Parish Communion (John Rees)

JULY
Wednesday 1   
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Rowde (John Rees)

Saturday 4  
5.30 pm  Village Fete Songs of Praise (To be confirmed)

Sunday 5  Trinity 5 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) (John Rees)
9.30 am  Parish Communion (John Rees)
11.15 am  Family Service (Anne Rees) 

June Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

In addition, a short service of Morning 
Prayer is normally said on Tuesdays at 
8am; please join us if you are able to.  
Please note that the Church is open every 
day from 10am – 4pm
Coffee is available from 10.00 – noon on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays 

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 
or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Please check the Church notice board for 
further information. 
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ALTERNATIVE RELIEF FOR 
HAY FEVER SUFFERERS

The hay fever season is well and truly 
upon us, but this is no reason to ignore the 
symptoms which can cause discomfort for 
so many. Homeopaths are busy helping 
hay fever sufferers who want an alternative 
to conventional medication to ease their 
symptoms. Between 15 and 20 per cent of 
the British population suffer from the often 
debilitating symptoms of pollen allergy, 
ranging from sneezing to itchy swollen eyes. 
Some of those turn to homeopathy because 
they find that anti-histamines don’t work well 
or have side effects, and others want an 
alternative to conventional drugs or a longer 
term solution to tackling their symptoms.
Homeopathic remedies can not only tackle 
the symptoms when they happen, but by 
triggering the body’s own system of healing, 
can help to stop the symptoms occurring in 
the first place. 
A number of research trials into the use 
of homeopathic remedies in the treatment 
of patients with hay fever, have shown 
significant improvement in symptoms. 
It is recommended that a qualified and 
registered homeopath is consulted as each 
sufferer will be treated according to their 
own individual combination of symptoms and 
how it affects them. However, homeopathic 
medicines (known as remedies) can be used 
at home, once the symptoms start.   
These are some common remedies and 
pointers to the symptoms that would indicate 
their use:

• Euphrasia: eyes inflamed, with profuse 
watering which seems to burn. Can be a 
thick discharge from eyes and feeling of 
pressure. Nose streaming. Better in the 
open air.

• Allium cepa: watery discharge from the 
nose, can drip, leaving nose sore and raw. 
Watery eyes. Violent sneezing. Better in 
the open air. 

• Arsenicum:  burning watery discharge 
from eyes and nose, with tickling building 
up to a sneeze. At its worst just after 
midnight. This patient will be restless and 
anxious.

• Nux vom: sneezing fits, nose, eyes and 
face very irritated and hot. Itching extends 
to the larynx and trachea. Eyes light-
sensitive. Irritated, impatient and snappy.

• Lachesis: sneezing fits worse after sleep. 
Headache and dry stuffed sensation 
through the head, with red puffy face and 
sore nostrils and lips. The throat can also 
be sensitive, especially to pressure.

Homeopathy is a system of medicine which 
involves treating the individual with highly 
diluted substances, given mainly in tablet 
form, with the aim of triggering the body’s 
natural system of healing. 
For more information on treating hay fever 
and other conditions contact:
Helen Lee DSH RSHom
07773983739
helen@oxleecedar.fsnet.co.uk
helenleehomeopathy.com

Registered member of
The Society of Homeopaths

Wanted at Rowde Primary Academy
We have vacancies for two MDSAs (dinner ladies), to 
start as soon as possible.  You would be required to 
work every day from 11.45 to 1.15 as part of a team 
to help supervise the children at lunch and in the 
playground. You will also set up and put away the 

lunchtime furniture, lay tables and clear up afterwards.  
If you are interested in working in school as an MDSA, 
please see Judy in the school office, or phone 01380 

723991 for an application form and more details.
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Your village meeting was held on Wednesday 
13 May 2015 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Representatives from groups in the 
village shared their successes over the 
last year and their plans for the year to 
come with villagers. 
The key points to note were: 
• Rowde has a new County Councillor, 
Anna Cuthbert, who will also cover the village 
of Bromham and Potterne.
• A petition has been raised to campaign 
for high-speed broadband in Rowde. For 
further details, please see the update from the 
Parish Council in this magazine. 
• Parish Council highlights of the year 
included the Poppy Trail to commemorate the 
start of WW1, and the new permissive footpath 
from Marsh Lane to the Rowdey Cow. 
• The Youth Club has relaunched as the 
‘Rowde & Local Community Youth Club’. It 
runs most Friday evenings in Rowde Academy 
Primary School from 6.30pm – 8.30pm. There 
are plans to extend the age group of the club 
to younger and older children.  
• It is hoped that there will be a village 
fireworks display in November. Provisional 
costs have been researched and were 
presented to the meeting. 
• We have a new Community Police 
Office, PC Andy List. 
• Community Speedwatch has a new 
co-ordinator, Tony Jeffries. The speedwatch 
team are allowed to monitor from four 
certified sites now. 
• The first village fete in many years 
was held last July. The turn-out went beyond 
all expectations of the organising team. This 
year’s fete will be held on Saturday 4th July, 
and will incorporate a scarecrow trail over the 
weekend. 
• St. Matthew’s Church has launched 
‘The Friends of St. Matthew’s Church’ to help 
raise funds for urgent repairs to the roof and 
redecoration. The Church also runs a toddlers’ 
playgroup ‘Tiddlywinks’ every other week. 
• The Good Neighbour Community 
Organiser is still Alex North who helps 
vulnerable people, sets up lunch clubs and 
puts people in contact with the help they need 
(anorth@communityfirst.org.uk) 

• Petty vandalism and thefts have 
made some allotment holders despondent. 
The allotment holders are planning to look 
collectively at security measures. 
• There will be a best kept allotment 
competition which will be judged at the Flower 
and Vegetable show in Rowde Village Hall on 
8th August. 
• The Village Hall has installed new 
emergency exit doors, redecorated the 
entrance and lobby leading from the car park 
and the kitchen. Further quotes are being 
sought for electric hand drying equipment and 
external lighting. 
• The cost for providing electricity to the large 
playing field has been researched. A discussion will 
be held on how to progress the project. 
• A draft Snow Plan was circulated, in 
accordance with the requirement by Wiltshire 
Council to obtain free grit. Additional snow 
wardens are needed to help grit pavements 
around the village when it is needed. 
• Open Farm Sunday will take place on 
Sunday 7th June at Rowdefield Farm. Entry 
is free. 1100 children have visited Rowdefield 
Farm on educational trips so far this year. 
• The Parish Council precept document 
for 2015 – 16 was made public and will be 
available on the village website.
• All the volunteers to help make Rowde 
the thriving community that it is, were thanked. 
• The audience thanked Alan and 
his team for producing a fantastic village 
magazine every month. 
We would like to thank the following people 
for their contribution on the evening and for 
making the evening a great success:
Alex North (Good Neighbour Scheme); John 
Butler (Open Farm Sunday & Agricultural 
Education at Rowdefield Farm); Iain Marr 
(Rowde and Local Community Youth Club); 
Andrew Seedhouse (Activity Centre Project); 
Chris Stevens (Allotments); Alan Watters 
(Village Magazine); Tony Jeffries (Community 
Speedwatch); Lorna Freemantle (Village 
Fete Committee); Rev Rees (St. Matthew’s 
Church); PC Andy List  (Wiltshire Police);Ben 
Bentley (Snow Plan); James Graham 
(Community Events); Barrie Barrett (Village 
Hall Committee) and to Jackie and Neal 
Bawden for hosting the evening. 

YOUR ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING
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photograph by Alan Watters

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:   01225 713000
Parking:   01380 734812
Pest control:   01380 734721
Planning:   01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages: 
    01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence)    
  Freephone:  0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:01225 777234
School admissions:  01225 713010
School special educational needs:  
    01225 718095
School transport:  01225 713004
Social care – adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care – children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

Do you dislike waste and sometimes 
throw something away that you 
think still has useful life? Have you 
considered passing it on to someone 
else that may appreciate it?
Would you like to be able to ask for 
things that you think others may 
have but don’t need anymore?
If the answer to any of these is “Yes” 
then visit
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/
groups/kennet_free-recycling/info for 
more info. Kennet_free-recycling is 
an email based system for finding 
homes for things and avoiding them 
go to land-fill.
You can apply to join by sending an 
email to
kennet_free-recycling-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Kennet Freecycle

Calling all Ladies
Does your hair need a trim/cut?

Prices from:
£12.00 for a spray down cut
£17 for a cut and blow dry

Children - half price
Carried out in the luxury of your 

own home!

Call: 07990 556 001 today for 
an appointment

Late night Wednesday

Cut & Go
(Mobile in/around Rowde)

Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty
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We are looking for a
Day Centre Organiser

for our Community Day Centre based in Bromham. Our 
“Monday Club” provides a meeting place, lunches and 

activities for our elderly residents of Bromham and Rowde
You would be expected to manage the running of the club and 
co-ordinate our dedicated team of volunteers. You would have 

a caring attitude and good organisational skills
Hours: 7hrs, Monday 9am-4pm (except bank holidays)

Rate of Pay: £6.50 per hour
DBS clearance required

To apply for the role, or further information
contact Caroline on 07557 983940

or email carolineculley1@outlook.com

Every other Tuesday  9.30—11am 
Rowde Village Hall 

 
Tuesday 14th 

April 

Food Fun 
Potato printing 

Pasta play 
 

Tuesday 28th 
April 

Recipe Recipe  
Making Playdough 

Make your own snack 
 

Tuesday 12th 
May 

Healthy Lifestyles 
Visit from health trainer 

 
Tuesday 26th 

May 

Messy Food Play 
Jelly play 

Spaghetti play 
 

 
Tuesday 9th 

June 

Grow your Own 
Planting herbs 

Soil play 
 

 
Tuesday 23rd 

June 

Sunny Stroll 
Explore the village 

Finishing at the church 
 

Tuesday 7th July Summer fun 
Celebrating fun time 

Play and learn! 
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Celebrating fun time 

Play and learn! 
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A very quick update this month, as I’ve been so 
busy I’ve nearly run out of time to write anything! 
We have finally started working on the two empty 
bungalows we have on site which means we will 
soon be welcoming some new people to Furlong 
Close, so all of you who visit regularly will see some 
new faces around. 
Many thanks to the gentleman who came along 
and took some of our Goldfish away, I’m sure the 
remaining ones are really grateful and I hope the 
ones he took have settled into their new pond. 
We had a pre voting day at Hft Rowde and we asked 
each of our people we support to vote (see photos).
Plans for our mini Music Festival on 19th and 20th 
June are coming along nicely and time is flying by 
so it really won’t be very long now before it’s here. 
We still have space available for anyone who would 
like a stall.  Please get in touch with either myself or 
Carrie Pike on 725455. 
Our Choir will be performing at the festival and 
hot off the press we have (today) purchased a PA 
system they will be able to use, so I’m sure there 
will be much excitement next week when they get to 
practice with it for the first time.  This was bought as 
a result of applying to an extra special trust fund run 
by Hft , we were really lucky to be given the money 
to buy it, so now we need to put it to good use. 
Another piece of good news we received this week 
was hearing we had been successful in a bid we 
made to Arts Council England for some funding to help 
us with our entry for Devizes Carnival.  The People we 
support really enjoy being part of this, and through it 
learn new skills which help them grow in confidence.  
More news about our entry in a couple of months. 
We have just finished planning for our next set 
of sessions which will run from July to October 
and one of the new sessions we are going to be 
putting on is Archery, so if anyone out there has any 
connections with local clubs who may be getting rid 
of older equipment we would love to hear from you. 
Hopefully the weather is now about to warm up and 
the sun is going to come out and stay out, especially 
as I’m off to a festival at the end of the month (over 
by the time you read this) to do a spot of volunteering 
and all I really ask for is dry, warm weather. Shouldn’t 
be too hard, but this is England in early June! 
Jan Emm

NEWS FROM Hft

Singing Volunteers Wanted
Here at Hft we have a choir group and even 
though there is no lack of enthusiasm for 
singing, we do lack a few more voices to 
give the group a bit of a boost.
Would you like to join us? There will be no 
expectations of you apart from a willingness 
to sing! We rehearse every Wednesday 
afternoon from 1030 to 4,30 with a break for a 
cup of tea or coffee and/or cake in between - 
free to volunteers!
If you would like to get out and join in 
some community singing we would love 
to see you. Please get in touch with Jan 
Emm on 725455 ext 1004 or just turn up 
Wednesday afternoons at Hft.Alan Minter casts his vote

Victoria Williams casts her vote

Mark Borra and Lisa Waters, our Administration 
Assistant, busy doing the ‘count up’
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Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly fruit and/
or veg box supplied by your village 

shop (local produce where possible)?
Please pop in or phone 01380 739 800

Items you may not think your 
village shop stocks!!

•	 Coconut milk
•	 Bread flour
•	 Yeast
•	 Shoe laces
•	 balsamic vinegar
•	 puncture repair kit

With The Village Flower Show On The Annual Social Calendar 
Only A Few Months Away, I Am Pleased To Announce We 
Have A Revival Of An Additional Competition.

 Rowde Best Allotment 2015
The Judging Will Take Place On Friday 7th August. 
The Winner and Runner Up Will Be Announced At The Trophy 
Presentation on Saturday 8th August In The Village Hall. 
So If You Are An Allotment Holder In The Village And Wish To 
Participate (Free To Enter) Contact Chris Stevens on (01380) 
738438, cstevens75@outlook.com Or Pick Up An Entry Form 
From The Village Shop.

Good Luck To All

PUBLIC NOTICE
ROBERT WILLIAM BRYANT-JEFFERIES (Deceased) 
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons having 
a claim against or an interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of 35 Tower View 
Rowde Devizes Wiltshire SN10 2PS, who died on 
18/12/2014, are required to send particulars thereof 
in writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
03/07/2015, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and interests 
of which they have had notice.
AWDRY BAILEY & DOUGLAS 33 St John’s Street 
Devizes Wiltshire SN10 1BW T439493
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Open Farm Sunday is fast approaching and we 
are hoping to see everyone on 7th June between 
11am and 5pm. There will be all the usual events 
plus some new attractions – the Devizes Archery 
Club will be here so come along and try some 
target practice! We have a chicken themed area 
with plenty to do including egg grading and egg 
painting. Jan will be here as usual cooking up 
some delicious snacks, and there will be lots for 
the children to see and do.

As I write we have two weeks to tidy up and get 
things ready. Twice a year all the plastic fertiliser 
sacks and the chemical cans, cardboard and 
rubber is collected – it goes off for re-cycling 
near Warminster. The service can become quite 
expensive so we have recently changed the 
contractor. Most years we return around three 
tonnes of plastic and cardboard. Last month we 
also had a collection of waste oil – this is cleaned 
up and refined before being re-used.
The crops have had all the fertiliser they need 
for this growing season and the spreader is now 
washed off and back in the shed for another year. 
Spraying is still continuing in between the windy 
days that we seem to have been experiencing 
this spring. All the cereals are having their second 
fungicide at the moment which should see them 
through until the end of June. The oilseed rape 
has finished flowering and it seems to have some 
good size pods developing.

Last week we had a visit from Berkshire 
College agricultural department. The college 
has recently started up agriculture again after 
many years. There were around 20 students 
– not many of whom came from farming 
backgrounds. We also have around ten schools 
visits in June which will take up a lot of time 
after Open Day. Most of the groups are around 
40 in size which can be a challenge!
The sheep and goats are due to be wormed today 
and then they will be moved to a different paddock. 
The sheep are beginning to shed their fleeces but 
we are hoping they will hold on for Open Day when 
they will all be shorn in front of an audience! 

See you all on 7th June!!
John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

Relaxing at home!

This lot will be around on Open Day!
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This Year’s Rowdeford Garden Fair celebrated its 
10th Anniversary and turned out to be the most 
successful yet. The cark park was full all day 
with lots of old and new pupils and faces. It was 
opened by Zara, a Year 9 student who had won 
a competition to become a Celebrity for the Day. 
The whole of the grounds had been decorate 
by Yarn Bombing which was so colourful and 
absolutely stunning. If you are unsure what that is, 
we are keeping the decorations up for the school 
fete, so please come and see.  The Rowdeford 
Charity Trust hoped to have raised in the region of 
£12,000 towards the new Eco building.

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL

Humanities Day this term saw Year 7 visit the Steam 
Museum in Swindon. Camp fire cooking dough 
bread in the woods for Y8. Holidays and Travel for 
Year 9.  Years 10 and 11 joined together for Sport, 
Music, Food and Elvis in America Festival.

Some of the boarders spent two nights aboard a 
barge travelling the Canal thanks to The Bruce 
Trust Organisation.
An important date for your diaries is June 6th 
when we will be holding our School Fete. Please 
come along and enjoy wonderful cakes, raffles,  
Vintage Cars and bikes and much, much more.
Lorraine Schwarz

Zara arrives in style!

Yarn Bombing ‘artists’ pose for the camera

Year 10 and 11 make their own burgers
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RICH DIVERSITY OF ART
There is a hidden, year-round hive of activity in Wiltshire.  A secret that bursts into the open 
in July for only one month before disappearing again.
It is an opportunity not to be missed.  Over 60 artists situated in the beautiful North Wessex 
Chalk Downs throw open their doors to reveal an enthralling and rich diversity of art.  There 
are works ranging from small curios, jewellery, glass and ceramics to large sculptures, 
bronzes and epic landscapes.  There is something to suit everyone and it is a fantastic time 
just to look around but it also offers a chance to buy wonderful art at prices discounted from 
those of galleries.   The icing on the cake is that many of the participating artists are putting 
on special demonstrations and events and are often available for commissions.
This is the 20th anniversary of OPEN STUDIOS when professional artists welcome 
everyone to their studios, workshops or galleries free of charge over four weekends in July.  
It is a time to discover inspiration and a time to chat to the artists about their work.  No 
appointment is necessary.
The website www.marlboroughopenstudios.co.uk is packed with information on all the 
artists and their locations together with suggested trails to follow that include great places 
to eat and interesting sights to see on the way.
It is an exciting concept that supports local artists and provides a golden opportunity to 
visit them in their home environment.  If you have never visited a studio, it really is an 
exhilarating experience to step into the world of an artist.
This year the event’s main sponsor is Smiths Gore – land and property agents based in 
Marlborough.  Edward Hall of Smiths Gore said, “Smiths Gore as a trusted provider of 
quality service in land and property is always associated with excellence in design.  We are 
therefore delighted to be the lead sponsor for MOS this year.”
For further information contact:
Lisi Ashbridge - 01380 860947 / 07979 761439 / lisiashbridgemos@gmail.com

The open studios include two Rowde artists, Jill Myerscough and Ann Swan
See page 34 for more information

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 698993

or  07968 634689

Servicing, Sales & Repairs

BILL ROWELL 
MOWERS

Selection of  new and second-hand 
mowers, ride-ons and strimmers

No repair too big or small
CAN COLLECT

Tel/Fax: 01380 726258
Great News - We have relocated to 
Currys Motors, Bath Road, Devizes
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FUN PAGE
Welcome to this month’s fun column. 

Holiday Madness!
It is getting to that time of the year when 
we start planning our summer holidays. 
This is the inspiration behind this month’s 
fun page.
THESE ARE ACTUAL COMPLAINTS 
RECEIVED BY “THOMAS COOK 
VACATIONS” FROM DISSATISFIED 
CUSTOMERS:
1. “On my holiday to Goa in India, I was 
disgusted to find that almost every restaurant 
served curry.  I don’t like spicy food.”
2. “They should not allow topless sunbathing 
on the beach.  It was very distracting for my 
husband who just wanted to relax.”
3. “The beach was too sandy.  We had to clean 
everything when we returned to our room.”
4. “We found the sand was not like the sand in 
the brochure.  Your brochure shows the sand 
as white but it was more yellow.”
5. “It’s lazy of the local shopkeepers in Puerto 
Vallarta to close in the afternoons.  I often 
needed to buy things during ‘siesta’ time -- 
this should be banned.”
6. “No-one told us there would be fish in the 
water.  The children were scared.”
7. “Although the brochure said that there was 
a fully equipped kitchen, there was no egg-
slicer in the drawers.”
8. “I think it should be explained in the 
brochure that the local convenience store 
does not sell proper biscuits like custard 
creams or ginger nuts.”
9. “The roads were uneven and bumpy, so we 
could not read the local guide book during the 
bus ride to the resort.  Because of this, we were 
unaware of many things that would have made 
our holiday more fun.”
10. “It took us nine hours to fly home from 
Jamaica to England. It took the Americans 
only three hours to get home.  This seems 
unfair.”
11. “I compared the size of our one-bedroom 
suite to our friends’ three-bedroom and ours 
was significantly smaller.”
12. “The brochure stated: ‘No hairdressers at 
the resort.’   We’re trainee hairdressers and 
we think they knew and made us wait longer 
for service.”
13. “When we were in Spain, there were too 
many Spanish people there.  The receptionist 
spoke Spanish, the food was Spanish.  No 
one told us that there would be so many 
foreigners.”

Salads & Puddings 
Night

Tuesday 7th July 2015
At St Matthew’s Church, 

Rowde – 6.30pm
Cold Meats/Cheese and a 

range of salads 
Followed by

A selection of Puddings
ADULTS £7.00

CHILDREN (Under 12) £3.00
Places are limited so please ring 
Gavin Moss on 01380 729160 or 
E-mail mosscadet@lineone.net 

to reserve your tickets

14. “We had to line up outside to catch the 
boat and there was no air-conditioning.”
15. “It is your duty as a tour operator to 
advise us of noisy or unruly guests before we 
travel.”
16. “I was bitten by a mosquito.  The brochure 
did not mention mosquitoes.”
17. “My fiancé and I requested twin-beds 
when we booked, but instead we were placed 
in a room with a king bed.  We now hold you 
responsible and want to be re-reimbursed for 
the fact that I became pregnant.  This would not 
have happened if you had put us in the room 
that we booked.”
Jack
Editor’s message - 
Sadly this is the last fun 
page supplied by Jack 
Stephens that we will be 
able to print as he was 
suddenly taken from us 
last month. Jack (62) had 
contributed fun puzzles 
and hilarious stories and 
jokes to our magazine 
for many many years, 
never missing a single issue, and for that we 
are deeply indebted to him. He was a very well 
known and well loved local children’s magician 
and he will be sadly missed by us all.
We will be paying tribute to Jack in our July 
issue with an article dedicated to him and his 
amazing life.



Page 24 June 2015   Rowde Village News   

A New Addition to The Rowdey Cow!!!
Firstly, from all of the staff and customers 
at The Rowdey Cow, we would like to 
congratulate Sue, Curtis & Harrison on the 
birth of Baby Eric, born Saturday 16th May.  
CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME!!
So, with Spring now behind us and the 
weather promising to continue throughout the 
summer (fingers and toes crossed!!) we will be 
introducing a new summer menu very soon, 
with more of our delicious lunches and snacks 
for you to devour!
Karen and Cat are extremely busy in the ice 
cream parlour producing new flavours such as 
Jelly Baby, black currant fool and marshmallow 
to name a few, but also meeting demands for 
our growing list of retail customers.
Remember all our ice creams are available for 
you to consume at the café but you can also 
purchase one (or even more if you wish) of our 
take away tubs to take home and enjoy with 
your family. Yummy!
The Rowdey Cow Ice Cream Trike will be 
visiting many attractions throughout Wiltshire 
this summer, if you see us please come over 
and say hello.

ROWDEY COW NEWS

Greyhound 
Rescue 

West
of

England
Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092

We are in the process of planning some 
summer activity fun for children over the 
holiday, so please keep an eye on our 
Facebook page, website and noticeboards at 
the café.
Fathers’ Day is soon approaching, so why not 
treat your dad to one of our scrumptious roasts 
on the 21st of June, but hurry, bookings are 
being taken now!
Our children’s tractor barn is becoming very 
popular for children’s parties. Full details 
are available from the café or you can email    
info@rowdeycow.co.uk for further details.
We have had another ‘certificate of success’ 
awarded to us, which is very importance to us, 
this was awarded on the recommendations of 
the general public on Trip Advisor, so, THANK 
YOU for your continued support, we really do 
appreciate it.
Lastly I would personally like to thank all the 
staff at the café for their hard work, dedication 
and support they have shown me since taking 
over as Manager whilst Sue is on maternity 
leave.  THANK YOU!
Helen 
P.S   Hope to see you all soon!

DEVIZES & DISTRICT PHAB
Registered Charity No 282543
WANTED URGENTLY

Devizes PHAB is looking for a new 
Voluntary Coordinator / Transport 

Officer with knowledge of IT
An organised ‘people’ person, able to 
deal with people from all walks of life.
 The volunteer will be expected to 
work from home and a computer 

will be supplied.
Expenses will be paid where necessary
A 10 hour per week commitment 

will be required 
Please contact

Mr Michael Braund
Tel 01380 – 870274

Email mcbraund.phab@btinternet.com
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

This months special offer – only £35
3½ lb Wiltshire Gammon joints or steaks

4 x 6oz Sirloin steaks
1 Whole Chicken

1 lb Diced stewing steak
10 Traditional Pork Sausages

An average of less than £1.35 per meal
All packed and labelled to your requirements

If you would like anything packed or butchered differently then 
please ask and we will be more than happy to help 

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and 
to find out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday - Friday:  8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm
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Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

a great present at
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

Volunteers required
Help in your community shop
Please come forward and give us 

a hand
We need all ages and all hours

Please phone or e-mail
Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800
or e-mail

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

 
Do you need funding for your group? 
Our challenge is to make a positive change in Wiltshire and Swindon by 

helping local groups make life better for their communities.  We want to help 
you to support those who need it most. 

You can apply grants for project or core costs and overheads for: 

Foundation Grants 

Apply for up to £5,000 for one year’s funding, or up to £3,000 a year for two or three years.  Funding 
will go to projects where the majority of people who will benefit experience disadvantage either 
economically, socially, geographically or physically. 

The Office of Police & Crime Commissioner Grants 

Apply for up to £3,000 for one year’s funding.  Applications are welcomed from groups who seek to 
bring communities together to tackle local issues around anti-social behaviour, crime, drug and 
alcohol related crime, reducing re-offending, violence against women and girls or youth crime.  

Comic Relief Small Grants 

Grants available up to around £1,000-2,000 to support work where there is clear evidence of a 
sustained beneficial impact on people’s lives who are excluded or disadvantaged through low income, 
rural or social isolation, age, disabilities, race, sexuality or gender. Priority is to be given to small, 
locally based groups or organisations in areas of disadvantage that have a clear understanding of the 
needs of their community and are undertaking actions as a means of addressing these needs.   

Public Health & Wellbeing Grants 

Apply for up to £4,000 for one year for groups who can demonstrate a clear link to improved mental or 
physical health outcomes that will result from their project, for example, reducing childhood obesity or 
helping adults to adopt healthier lifestyles, helping to combat loneliness, isolation and other factors 
which contribute to poor mental health, supporting older people to have more active and fulfilling lives, 
promoting the use of community green spaces, assets and infrastructure for exercise and wellbeing or 
reducing drug and alcohol abuse. 
 
Visit our website at www.wiltshirecf.org.uk for more information and click on the ‘Apply’ menu.  The 
first step is to fill in an ‘Expression of Interest’ survey and the link for this can be found underneath the 
listing of our criteria.  If you meet our criteria we will send you a link for an online application form. 

Call us on 01380 729284 or email info@wiltshirecf.org.uk to find out more about how we can help.  
This information is valid until 30th June 2015. 
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Open Farm Sunday 

Rowdefield Farm, Rowde, 
Devizes.  SN10 2JE 

Sunday June 7th 2015 
11am – 5pm  
www.rowdefieldfarm.co.uk  
See the farm on facebook    
Entry FREE!! 

 Under cover if it rains! 

 Meet the sheep, goats and chickens.  
 Sheep shearing demonstration 
 See the baby chicks and hopefully some will be hatching on the day.  
 Static machinery display - see the latest in farming technology.  
 Ice cream and burgers 
 See the crops we grow and what they are used for  
 Tractor and trailer rides.  
 Farm walk 
 Refreshments and picnic area 
 Straw Slide 
 Cooking with eggs and flour    Life size milking cow 
 Sheep shearing      Egg painting 
 Vintage machinery    Rowde Village Shop 
 Pedal tractors     Archery 
 Owls and birds of prey    Beekeeping 
 Milk our life-size cow    AND MUCH MORE! 

- 
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Families and gardening enthusiasts flocked 
to Rowdeford Garden Fair on Sunday 17th 
May for the Rowdeford Charity Trust’s 10th 
anniversary event.
More than 1,000 visitors attended and bought plants 
along with enjoying the entertainment on offer.
Zara Walker, a Year 9 pupil, who won the 
drawing competition, officially opened the event. 
Zara was voted by Gazette & Herald readers 
to be a celebrity for a day. Staff, students and 
parents from Rowdeford also got involved in a 
yarn bombing project and transformed trees, 
bridges, benches and signposts around the 
school with a bright array of creative displays 
of knitting and crochet for the fair.

Committee member Jeremy Sidmouth said: “It was 
a very successful day, and was our best attended 
fair to date. The yarn bombing looked fantastic.”
Piglets and hens that are looked after by 
Rowdeford School attracted a lot of visitors, while 
Vaughan’s Kitchen, Bromham WI Café, Rowdey 
Cow Café and the Pimms tent were busy.
Children were kept entertained with a bug 
hunt, face painting and outdoor activities in 
the school’s woodland area.
The Fair was a huge success raising in the region 
of £12,000 which will go towards the creation of 
an outdoor learning centre at the school.

photographs by Alan Watters

Zara was in demand to sign autographs!

Dave Buscombe’s giant cuddly rabbit was a big 
hit with the children!

Wall painting with chalk

Welcome

Perfect Paella
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Thanks go to the wonderful Garden Fair 
Planning Committee and everyone who 
supported it, including Friends of Rowdeford, 
Rowdeford Charity Trustees, Kate Walling and 
the team responsible for the Yarn Bombing, 
Dave Buscombe and his animals, pupils, staff, 
parents/carers and friends of the School.

Yarn Bombing!

more Yarn Bombing!

The bees were popular with 
children and adults alike

The ever-popular tea and cakes

A happy customer!   
“Now how far is my car?”

Colourful displays

“Alan! Alan! There are more plants for you to collect!”

A very friendly Alpaca 
(...or is it Rod Stewart?)
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Ann Swan SBA

The open studios include two Rowde artists,   
Jill Myerscough and Ann Swan

Jill Myerscough 
BA (Hon)

Jill’s original background in textiles informs her 
passion for natural forms in landscape and in her still 
life paintings.  Her particular interest in colour and light 
perminates throughout her work, creating harmonious 
compositions and painterly affects.  Her work is 
influenced by Winifred Nicholson, Ivon Hitchens and 
Barbara Rae. Jill’s time spent in Cornwall and Wiltshire 
provides her with such beautiful and stimulating subject 
matter that heightens her passion for colour and light 
which is brought out in her work. Her studio at The Manor 
House in the High Street will be open July 4, 5, 11, 12, 18 
& 19 from 11am to 5pm.

Ann’s two great 
passions, coloured 
pencils and her garden, 
are combined in her 
stunning contemporary
botanical paintings. Ann’s two great passions, coloured 
pencils and her garden, are combined in her stunning 
contemporary botanical paintings. She is constantly 
evolving new techniques using graphite, coloured pencils 
and pastels with various solvents to create her vibrant, 
contemporary botanical masterpieces and has been 
awarded over the years, four RHS Gold Medals. She 
will be happy to answer questions and sign copies of 
her best selling book ‘Botanical Painting with Coloured 
Pencils’. Courses offered, visit the Open Studios website.          
Her work will be on show at Rowde Court Studio, Marsh 
Lane on July 4, 5, 11 & 12 from 11am to 5pm. 
SPECIAL ACTIVITY: Ann will give a studio tour and 
demonstration of some of her ‘Tips and Tricks’ followed by 
drinks in her delightful walled garden. Friday 10th July 5-7pm.
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Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose	from	our	fleet	of	14	modern	
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery

Dog Control Orders
Dog control orders are 
in place in Wiltshire. In 
2012, Wiltshire Council 
introduced four Dog 
Control Orders under the 
Clean Neighbourhoods 
and Environment Act 
(2005). The Dog Control 
Orders in place:
• Require a person in 
charge of a dog to clean up after it has defecated on 
any area of land within Wiltshire which is open to 
the air and to which the public are entitled to have 
access with or without payment
• Make it an offence for a person in charge of a dog 
to allow it to enter a children’s play area which is 
enclosed buy a fence, wall or similar structure. 
• Require the person in charge of a dog to put it on a 
lead of no more than two metres in length when asked 
to do so by an authorised officer of Wiltshire Council
• Requires dog walkers on Box Recreation Ground 
to keep their dogs on a lead at all times. 
o  Anyone failing to comply with the Dog Control 
Orders may be issued a fixed penalty fine of £75 and 
may lead to prosecution and a fine of up to £1000.
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The George and Dragon
Pub, dining room & accommodation   Tel: 01380 723 053

June Events

June Bedroom Special
If you book any G&D bedroom throughout June you will receive a
G&D Voucher for £40 to be used towards food & drink ( t&c apply)

Sunday Breakfast 
Sunday mornings made easier!!

Full English breakfast with tea or coffee £8.50pp
9.30am-12 every Sunday, bookings essential

Early Bird Specials!  Mon- Fri 6.30-7.30pm
Rib-eye steak, chips & grilled tomato £12.50

Wiltshire ham eggs & chips £7.50
Fish & chips £7.50

Granny’s special of the day £7.50

Opera picnic at Babington House 
Sunday 7th June

Come join chippy as he hosts the Royal Opera House 
live recording 

‘Cendrillon’ by Vairdot at Babington House
Prosecco and delicious picnic on the lawn by the 

main house
 Costs £30pp inc all food, drink & cinema seat. Leaving 

G&D at 1pm
Please rsvp

Happy Hour Friday
Come and join us for happy hour…..9.30pm till 10.30pm

£2.50 for any House beer, wine or spirt.
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MARSH LANE FOOTPATH – STAGE 2
Following the working party 
day on 18 April (see last 
month’s Village News) a 
second group of volunteers 
set to work on Sunday 10 May 
to complete the improvements 
to the Marsh Lane Footpath.  
The first team had laid five 
French drains under the path 
at known flooding points to 
direct water rapidly away from 
the footpath into the roadside 
ditch.  The second team then 

proceeded to raise chosen sections of the path 
by about four inches using a surface that would 
drain rapidly.  The objective was that next winter 
villagers will be able to walk the path, away 
from the road, without getting their feet wet!  We 
will never get rid of every puddle but so far the 
path has remained entirely dry after some of 
our recent May downpours.

To complete the improvement work over the 
two days the teams totalling 14 volunteers have 
dug 5 trenches; laid 30 metres of drainage 
pipe; spread 60 square metres of porous 
sheet membrane; fixed 60 metres of gravel 
board to 56 two foot wooden pegs; moved 16 
tonnes of gravel and stone; raked, levelled 
and tamped it all into place.  I suspect they all 
also enjoyed themselves!  The materials for 
the improvements were funded by the Parish 
Council and a grant from Wiltshire Council.
Thank you to all the volunteers for all their hard 
work and we all hope you might have dry feet 
next winter!
Neal Bawden
THE NEED FOR A LOCAL PLAN AND 
NEW HOMES WITHIN THE VILLAGE
A large number of column inches have been filled 
in our local newspapers – and a great deal spoken 
- over the past few months on the subject of fulfilling 
the government’s housing requirement. Wiltshire 
Council is looking for housing sites across the 
county to ensure the delivery of the Wiltshire Core 
Strategy. The requirement is for 42,000 homes 
to be delivered from 2006 – 2026. A signification 
proportion of these homes have been delivered or 
allocated. However, an additional 210 homes still 
have to be allocated in the villages surrounding the 
Devizes Area, which includes Bromham, Rowde, 
Potterne, Urchfont, West Lavington/Littleton Panel 
and Worton for this purpose.  
Potterne, Urchfont and West Lavington are in the 
process of preparing Neighbourhood Plans and 
they have identified land within their parishes that 
could be offered to developers should they wish to 
build within their parish. This leaves the remaining 
number of homes that need to be found to comply 
with the Core Strategy, greatly reduced. 
Rowde is coming to the end of its Village Plan 
(2010 – 2015).  We now have a choice of whether 
to draft a Neighbourhood Plan or not.  If the 
parish decides to have a Neighbourhood Plan it 
will require parish wide consultation and a willing 
body of volunteers to work with the Parish Council 
to assemble a plan. This plan will be subject to a 
parish referendum. There needs to be a village 

Local News
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consensus before a plan can be submitted to 
Wiltshire Council and adopted. 
If the parish decides not to create a plan it may 
result in more planning applications within our 
parish, as some of our neighbouring parishes 
have Neighbourhood plans in place which 
provides a higher level of control over any new 
build planning applications.
The Parish Council will be considering this 
process at the June meeting (Wednesday 
10th June, 8.00pm, in the Village Hall) and will 
welcome all interested parties and residents who 
may be interested in joining a Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group. 
Please help your Parish Council protect the future 
of the Parish of Rowde.
Steve Mundy, Chair of Rowde Parish Council
Tel: 01380 727598
e-mail: steve.mundy@gmail.com
SPANISH FUNDRAISING NIGHTS

After three very successful Spanish nights in 
previous years, we decided that we would host 
2 Spanish evenings this year as last year we 
sold out of tickets within 3 days of advertising 
the event in the Parish Magazine.
On Tuesday 12th May we had 34 guests who 
started the evening by enjoying a glass of 
Sangria on the lawn and looking around the 
garden, they then all came into the house ready 
for the meal – We started with a selection of 
Tapas, followed by some traditional Spanish 
Cuisine including seafood, meat and vegetarian 

Local News

Paellas and salads. Finally there were a 
selection of home made puddings which had 
been made by the guests and tea/coffee to 
finish off.
We had three youngsters Kiah, Joe and Wesley 
who were all brilliant and helped prepare some 
of the food before the evening and then serve, 
clear tables and tidy up. Mike came in at 9.00 
pm and went straight to the sink where he did 
a wonderful job of washing up. When everyone 
had gone home we cleared up, reset the tables 
and went off to bed ready to do the whole thing 
again the following evening.
On Wednesday 13th we had another full house 
with 35 guests this time, the weather was lovely 
and so again we were able to serve drinks on 
the lawn followed by the meal. This time we had 
Khia, Wesley and Tayte helping who were all 
brilliant again.
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Everyone had a wonderful time and plenty to 
eat - we will definitely be hosting two evenings 
again next year as it was such a success.
What was brilliant was that the two evenings 
raised £1230 for St Matthew’s Church.
Thank you to everyone that supported these 
two evenings and we hope to see you at the 
Salads and Pudding night at St Matthew’s 
church on Tuesday 7th July at 6.30 pm. Places 
will be limited so please contact Jane & Gavin 
Moss on 01380 720160 or mosscadet@
lineone.net to reserve your tickets.
ROWDE VILLAGE FETE
The Village Fete organisers are pleased to report 
that things are really coming together nicely. The 
Rifle Club in the village hall will be opening their 
range and people can have a go at ringing the 
church bells with the bell ringing club. We have 
confirmed a children’s entertainer to do Punch 
and Judy, this will be free.  There really is going 
to be lots going on with craft stalls, games, races, 
skittles in the village hall, cake sale in the church, 
bar, BBQ to name just a few. I hope you make 
the time to pop over to the playing field next to 
the church. Saturday 4th July 12 - 4. If anyone 
can spare an hour or two to do a shift on a stall 
please get in touch (lorna@matthewfreemantle.
com). We do need a first aider if anyone has 
done a course and is free on the day we would 
be grateful.
Lorna Freemantle
ROWDE SHOP VISITED ON 
CHARITY WALK 
COMMUNITY First chief executive Philippa 
Read met with community groups across 
Wiltshire last week as part of her 50 mile walk 
to celebrate the charity’s 50th birthday.

The aim of the walk was to raise awareness 
and highlight the support provided to 
communities through the many different 
services offered by the organisation.
Mrs Read walked 50 miles over five days last 
week, visiting different Community First groups 
along the way. She started off from West 
Ashton’s village hall on Monday and ended 
back at Community First in Devizes on Friday.
Mrs Read said: “This walk has been an 
absolutely wonderful experience, I have met 
and talked with more than 100 people.
Chalkie the white horse has come with me 
the whole way as a mascot and I have seen 
firsthand what amazing things people have 
done in their communities and how our 
involvement has helped them.
I had staff, trustees and community groups 
walking different parts of the route with m. One 
day I had the chairman of the Calne Link Service 
walk join me and another I learnt all about 
community policing from an officer in Tisbury.”
One location Mrs Read visited on the walk was 
Rowde shop, as the charity helped with the 
village plan which enabled the village to open a 
shop in 2009.

Jackie Bowden, who was part of the group that 
set up the shop, said: “The help we have and 
do get from Community First is great.
They are the ones that funded our village plan in 
the first place and if we ever get stuck on matters 
concerning the village we always know that we 
can ring Community First for help and advice.”

Local News
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Local News

Founded in 1965, the charity works at the forefront 
of community development and the walk is part of 
golden plan of events and challenges being held 
by throughout 2015 to celebrate its achievements 
over the past 50 years.
In that time Community First has have worked 
with village and town councils, village halls 
and committees, youth clubs, village shops, 
community transport groups, Link schemes and 
community leaders across Wiltshire and Swindon.
One of their main aims this year is a 
Challenge 50 volunteer campaign with the 
hope of recruiting 50 new volunteers by the 
end of 2015.
Other events will include Challenge 50 related 
community lunches, groups will be taking part 
in their own 50 challenges and there will be a 
celebratory gala dinner in November.
For more information about Community First and 
the work it does go to www.communityfirst.org.uk
ROWDE SPEED WATCH
Rowde speed watch to me conjours up a 
picture of us watching speeders whilst in reality 
it is a case of people watching their speed.
In other words our objective is to make people 
watch their speed whilst driving through Rowde 
to make them slow down and keep within the 
speed limit.
How should we measure whether we have 
achieved our objective and how should we 
feel when we have been out in the cold with 
red noses and white fingers watching some 
500 vehicles or more driving through our 
village and not one of them has been caught 
speeding. Well it is hard to swallow but that 
would be a success.
In other words we are not there to catch 
speeders but to educate drivers to keep within 
the speed limit in Rowde.
For Health and Safety reasons we can only 
set up shop at certified sites. There are four 
sites  in Rowde,  one in Devizes Road outside 
the school,
one in Marsh Lane opposite to the Springfield 
Road junction, one next to the bus stop 
opposite Marsh Lane and one on the Hill in the 
High Street.
We have tried all of these places and at 
different times. Apart from Devizes Road site 
outside the school all of the other sites are 
pretty much a waste of time because it is very 
difficult to drive at an excessive speed around 
there especially at peak periods.
Outside the school is the best and it is 
surprising how many drivers exceed the speed 
limit and then brake hard to drive into the school 
car park!

What type of speeders do we get? Very few 
lorries, mostly I suspect because of the width 
of their vehicles and the narrow roads, the odd 
white van man and up to now not one motor 
cyclist in other words it is mostly car drivers.
We could have the use of the speed camera on 
every other month and we could use it as and 
when we wanted to during daylight hours but in 
reality it is not that easy as we have to notify the 
Police of the time and place before venturing out.  
We share the camera with Seend at present and 
Bromham should be joining us shortly.
At this point I should like to thank all of the 
present volunteers especially those who have 
been helping out for a number of years.
As to the future unfortunately of the last two 
new members one has not been able to assist 
at all due to work commitments and the other is 
not always available. Three of us are away a lot 
of the time so we are looking for volunteers.
I am aware that two ladies (young ladies) help 
out on a regular basis in Seend and two ladies 
help out in Worten.
Do any of you know of a person or persons who 
drop children off at the school and pick them up 
again at 3.20 as they could spend an hour with 
us having dropped the child off or help us for an 
hour before picking the child up?.  
Anyone interest please contact me and we can 
have a chat we have the whole of the summer 
ahead of us and before the red noses and white 
fingers make another appearance.
Tony Jeffries
Team Leader, Rowde Speed Watch
13th May 2015
wajeffries888@gmail.com   01380 729989
FOOTBALL
Rowdey Cow Rowde finish the 
season in style
Old Road, having just secured their second 
division future with a 3-1 victory over White 
Horse B, were Rowdey Cow Rowde’s 
opponents at Stanley Park for the final game 
of the season.  Having won the reverse fixture 
8-0, Josh Scott’s Rowde side were amongst 
the goals once again as they ran out 7-0 
winners. Old Road started the game with 10 
men and trailed 4-0 at the break, Ollie Thomas 
turning Bradley Whitbread’s shot into his own 
goal for the opener. Jamie Wallen made it 2-0 
before Whitbread added number three and 
Dean Taccuso made it 4-0. A first ever goal for 
the club for Jack Fordham took it to 5-0, with 
a goal apiece from Robbie Whyte and Joe 
Merritt, making up the seven as Old Road lost 
another player through injury and finished the 
game with just nine players.
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BECOME AN AMBASSADOR 
FOR YOUR LOCAL CARERS 

CHARITY!
Do you live in a place that likes to look after 
the local community?
Would you like to help make a difference to 
the lives of unpaid carers?
Carer Support Wiltshire are looking 
for volunteers to become local carer 
ambassadors to help Carer Support Wiltshire 
support more people providing unpaid care 
and support to a family member or friend.
Have you noticed that your neighbour is 
looking after their spouse or partner? Perhaps 
you have seen someone in your local 
community who is having to provide extra 
care for their son or daughter? It may even be 
you that is going that extra mile to make sure 
a relative, friend or neighbour is safe.
Our charity provides free support to people all 
over Wiltshire but our beautiful county is so 
large that we struggle to let everyone know 
that we exist. That’s where you come in – 
you can help us raise our profile in your local 
parish.
Here are a few ways you could help:
• Contribute a regular article/column to 
your parish newsletter (like this one!)
• Put up promotional posters in your 
local village hall, shops or noticeboards
• Attend a local carers café to help 
provide social support for carers
• Link-up with local village events to tell 
people more about us.
You can give as little or as much time as 
you can. We really value our volunteers and 
we offer social events, access to training for 
your role and reimburse your out of pocket 
expenses.
If you could help us reach more of the carers living 
in your area, please give Alan Docherty at 
Carer Support Wiltshire a call on 01380871690, 
or email info@carersinwiltshire.co.uk

Rowde Primary 
Academy Playing Fields

If any organised group within 
Rowde village or its surrounds 

would like to use the Rowde 
Primary School Playing fields for 
specific training or events then in 
first instance please contact Philip 

Piper on 01380 828236

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have 
it publicised to over 600 households 
in the parish, or if you have a personal 
item to sell, then contact: Julie Baker 
on 07796690413 or by email at        
juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641
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Tiddlywinks Toddlers
St Matthew’s Church, Rowde

Tuesday mornings 10-12 on alternate weeks
2nd June, 16th June, 30th June, 14th July

All pre-school children, parents and carers welcome
Come and play, sing, do craft and listen to a story

Enjoy soft drinks/coffee/tea and cake too!

FREE DELIVERY!
Fruit and Veg boxes

delivered free and prices start from 
only £5

Contact Rowde shop
01380 739 800

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Items you may not think your 
village shop stocks!!

•	 Coconut milk
•	 Bread flour
•	 Yeast
•	 Shoe laces
•	 balsamic vinegar
•	 puncture repair kit
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What is it?
The National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPMS) is organised 
and funded by BSBI, CEH, JNCC and Plantlife. The aim is to 
collect data to provide an annual indication of changes in 
plant abundance and diversity.
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Why is it needed?
Thanks to volunteers, we have a very good understanding 
of changes in the populations of birds, butterflies and bats. 
Plants are the foundations of ecosystems, but currently we do 
not have a good measure of changes in plant populations.
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How will it work?

Who can take part?

This is a scientific survey, so you will be randomly allocated 
a convenient 1km square to visit. The visit involves 
recording plant ‘indicator species’ in plots. Within your 
1km square you will record around 5 plots.

Anyone interested in nature who can identify plants, or who 
is keen to learn. Different levels of participation ensure that 
all who are keen can participate: you do not have to be an 
experienced botanist. There will be training materials provided 
and the opportunity to attend workshops throughout the year.

M
ich

ael Po
co

ck, C
EH

M
ich

ael Po
co

ck, C
EH

Ph
o

to
: 

Sh
u

tt
er

st
o

ck

For more information visit: www.npms.org.uk
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5

4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 738691
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Dear Villager,
Preparations for the Rowde Village Fete (Sat 4th 
Jul) are going really well and it is shaping up to be 
a very vibrant and diverse event. 
In addition to all the great stalls and events from 
last year, such as the Teddy Parachute, Children’s 
Races, Bar and BBQ we also have a Silver Band, 
Childrens’ Entertainer (at no charge to the public), 
and lots of local craft stalls. The response from 
the Villagers has been fantastic there are lots of 
hidden treasures and talents in the Village that are 
coming out.  If you are interested in;
• Having a stall either to sell things or just 
to displaying and sharing any talents or skills
• Building a Scarecrow 
• Volunteering on the day please get in 
touch, either using the form or come to a com-
mittee meeting. First Wednesday of the month, 
7.30pm in the Church..  
We have done a leaflet drop to all the resi-
dents who live along the Scarecrow Route and 
will pick up responses but if you missed our 
collection do drop your form into the shop or 
through my door (6 Scholars Park). 
A final plea; We need gazebos/tentage and 
tables. If you could lend them on the day we 
will be very appreciative.
Lorna Freemantle
Email; lorna@matthewfreemantle.com
Mobile; 07801352539
Address; 6 Scholars Park, SN10 2AH
Village web page; http://www.rowdevillage.org

ROWDE VILLAGE FETE 
AND SCARECROW 

TRAIL 2015 - UPDATE

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural Stone

Call Mike Foster on - 01380 720987 - Mobile: 07835 213112
Email: mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web: mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call for a free quotation
Fully insured, quality workmanship

Fitting - Supply - Design Services for Floor and Wall Tiling

ROWDE VILLAGE FETE NEEDS

Together a Village Event
Saturday 5th July 2015

Gazebos

Scarecrows

Volunteers

Stalls

A Sunny Day!

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cards to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We make a wide range of Jams, Chutneys and Marmalades
Orders taken for Celebration Cakes or Sugar Craft Flowers
We also sell delicious Shortbread, Handmade Chocolates 

and many other seasonal treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We produce our own Apple Juice from the orchards here 
at Furlong Close.   Food miles - ZERO!  Give it a try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A beautiful wheelchair accessible space to hire, with or 

without catering, for Meetings, Parties, Training Courses, etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069
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Rowde Village Fete 4th July 2015  12 - 4pm
Stall application form

Stall Name ...............................................................................................................................
CONTACT DETAILS
Stall holders Name ..................................................................................................................
Email .......................................................................    Phone number ....................................
STALL DETAILS
Number of Pitches ........... (pitch size approx 3m/ 9ft x 3m/9ft)    Table required? YES / NO
(it will assist the organisers if you can provide you own, if not possible please indicate how 
many tables you require, we have access to 5 and 6ft tables) .........................
Will you be bringing a Generator or any other extra equipment such as tentage etc (please 
list with dimensions if applicable)
EVENT DETAILS
Location;  St Matthews Church Playing field.
Charge; Free for village organisations and charities (donation to running costs appreci-
ated)   £15 for commercial stalls
Set up times;
If you require to drive vehicles onto the playing field please arrive by 10 am on the day
Vehicles to be clear of the field by 11am
All stalls to be set up by 11.30 am
Please submit this form to the Fete Secretary Lorna@matthewfreemantle.com or 
hard copy to Rowde Village Shop or through Secretary’s door (6 Scholars park).

Looking for that 
different, exciting or 

more personalised gift?

KennetCraft
Art and Design

Originals - Pencil, Colour 
Pencil and Pen & Ink
Portraits - Pencil and 

Photo Mosaics
Personal Mosaics - Great 

for surprise gifts
Advertising and Graphic 

Design
Logo Design

Publication Design
Personalised Greetings 

Cards
Call Alan on 01380 724788 or email watters.alan@gmail.com
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Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2014
Ensuite Rooms from £50 single 

and £70 double
Inclusive of Full English Breakfast menu 
using our own eggs
Also guest lounge, free use of Sauna, 
WiFi and POD Point Electric car charger
Walkers and cyclists welcome
Tel: 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

www.vinecottagebb.co.uk

www.facebook.com/
vinecottagebb

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of 
your Rowde Village News in any way or 
would like to give us feedback (good or 
bad) or discuss any magazine issues 
then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Richard Ellis
Wall & Floor Tiler

Painting & Decorating 
service

Fully Insured
Free no obligation quotes

Competitive rates call
01380 729828 / 07980797377

Rich-Ellis@outlook.com

Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk
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HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191

WANTED
Assistant Organist and/or Pianist

To support our current organist and the musical life at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde, 
near Devizes, on an occasional basis

The William Sweetland organ was built in 1881, a piano is also available.
We have an enthusiastic choir and a new Benefice junior choir has been formed 
recently. Expenses can be paid: remuneration and the number of services per 

month are negotiable. To find out more or to express interest please phone         
Mrs Nicola Brown on 01380  722406

PLEASE 
REMEMBER

to mention where you 
saw the advert when 
you contact any of 

our advertisers!

 
WATERCOLOUR  
PAINTING FOR 

BEGINNERS

Starting September 2015, an opportunity 
to learn the basic techniques of Painting 
in Watercolour and discover how to use 
this exciting medium to create your own 
imaginative paintings.  Watercolour has no 
boundaries and can be great fun!  
Venues:  
   Urchfont Village Hall - Tuesday or Friday             
   Potterne Wick Scout Hall - Monday              
   Time:  9.45 am-12.15 pm
Cost:  
   dependant on number in group                                                                                                                                            
   (Maximum of 12) and Venue.  
If interested, contact GILL LUSH on 01380 
725749 or e-mail: gill@elmtreeg.plus.com
Please state which day/s you would be 
available (Not Wednesday or Thursday)

VACANCIES
IN THIS AREA!

Autonomy Care is currently 
looking to recruit individuals 
within this area, to join our 
team of compassionate, 
dedicated and professional 
Community based Support 
Workers.

For more information
please call Julie Keita on 

01380 739295
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

A funeral plan from DJ Bewley leaves  
nothing to chance and provides peace  
of mind for you and those you care about. 
 
With our Golden Charter Funeral Plan you’ll benefit from: 
• Fixing the cost of our services at today’s prices 
• Reassurance for your family – no uncertainty or 
  difficult decisions 
• Complete flexibility to choose the funeral you want 
• Save up to £399 before 1 April 2015 
 
For more information please contact us at 
Newly Opened Office at 64 NEW PARKSTREET 
        Telephone 01380 728008 
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CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD
INCORPORATING

THOMAS FREE & SONS of MARLBOROUGH & PEWSEY

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MEMORIAL SERVICE

Combining modern technology with traditional values
TELEPHONE: 01380 722500 or 01672 512110 24HR

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
  Directors:  Charles, Paula and Philip Winchcombe

Registered office: Winchcombe House, 37 New Park Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1DT

Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on alternate Mondays, from 3.20pm to 3.50pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Mondays):
June 1st, 15th & 29th.

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: sales@stat-cup.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558
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can ring Community First for help and advice.”
Founded in 1965, the charity works at the forefront 
of community development and the walk is part of 
golden plan of events and challenges being held 
by throughout 2015 to celebrate its achievements 
over the past 50 years.
In that time Community First has have worked 
with village and town councils, village halls 
and committees, youth clubs, village shops, 
community transport groups, Link schemes and 
community leaders across Wiltshire and Swindon.
One of their main aims this year is a Challenge 
50 volunteer campaign with the hope of 
recruiting 50 new volunteers by the end of 2015.
Other events will include Challenge 50 related 
community lunches, groups will be taking part 
in their own 50 challenges and there will be a 
celebratory gala dinner in November.
For more information about Community First and 
the work it does go to www.communityfirst.org.uk

?
FOOTBALL
?
?

 

 

BECOME A 
COUNCILLOR 

FOR ROWDE PARISH 
COUNCIL 
It is your village, your community, your voice  
Be part of the team that works towards improving the quality of life in 
Rowde, whether it is maintaining the sports fields or allotments; creating 
new footpaths or providing additional waste bins. You can have an 
impact on your immediate environment.   
If you would like to become a Parish Councillor, please contact the Clerk.  

 

 
   

Represent your local 
community  

 

Help us to improve 
the surroundings 

and amenities in our 
village 

 

Comment on local 
planning 

applications & 
decide how your 
precept money is 

spent 

 

No experience is 
necessary and 
training will be 

provided.  

 
ROWDE PARISH 

COUNICL 
Rebekah Jeffries (Clerk) 

rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com 
tel: 01380 720988      

Website: rowdevillage.org 

Meetings: Every second 
Wednesday of the month 
8.00pm in the Village Hall.  
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NO DOGS ALLOWED!
Hi, I am just writing to ask 
you if you could possibly 
put a polite reminder in the 
next magazine. On several 
occasions I have seen 
people walking their dogs 
through the children’s play area which is clearly 
marked at the entrances as ‘no dog’s allowed’. 
On this one occasion I was amazed to see not 
one but two large dogs running freely around 
the park whilst the owner sat casualy on the 
bench. Do people not see the signs??? 
Thanks,  Anon
EVENTS CALENDAR
Hi Alan,
I was hoping you could include this in the 
next village news, either as a letter or a 
small article.
Noel Woolrych, ex Mayor of Devizes, runs 
an online “Devizes Events Calendar” in 
which, unsurprisingly, all and any events 
that are occurring in and around Devizes 
can be advertised.
http://devizes.org.uk/index.php/events
However, of course, Noel cannot possibly know 
of every event that is happening and relies on 
organisers to add their events, or at least inform 
him of them so he can add them. Several people 
are agreeing to help Noel with this concept by 
spreading the word and acting as local liaison.
So, if you are organising a one off event in 
the Rowde environs or are the organiser 
of a weekly club meeting that you would 
like advertising on this calendar, feel free 
to add it yourself (see the link above) or 
if you prefer please let me know by email             
to ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk and I’ll 
be happy to add it for you. If you have no 
internet, then just call me on 07833696328, 
or drop a letter in behind the bar at the 
George and Dragon and it will get to me :-)
For the avoidance of any doubt, this service is 
FREE. Noel’s calendar gets tens of thousands 
of hits/visits per year so your event will be 
getting global advertising.
Many thanks,
Ian - The PC Doctor in Rowde
DIE FLEDERMAUS
I would be most grateful if you would kindly include 
the following in your parish magazine please:
White Horse Opera are currently touring with 
Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss II and will 
be performing at Easterton Village Hall on 
Friday 10th July at 8pm.

LETTERS
Otherwise known as The Bat it is a very 
comical operetta involving disguises, mistaken 
identities, parties and champagne all set to 
beautiful Strauss waltz music.
Tickets £8 are on sale now at 
Devizes Books and online at                                               
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera
Don’t miss out on the fun!
Thanking you and best wishes
Barbara Gompels
(See their poster on page 6, Ed)
MISSING HELMET AND GLOVES
Hi, just wondering if you could put this in the 
next edition of Rowde village news? About 
a month ago, my bike broke down near 
Springfield Road and long story short. I had 
to put in the back of the van and in doing so, 
left my helmet and gloves on the pavement. It 
is a helmet with a black and white design and 
the gloves are black (which were inside the 
helmet). Hopefully someone can come forward 
because when I rode back down there to see 
if they was still there, they were gone. So 
someone must know about their whereabouts. 
Please contact 07725799038 if you have any 
information and I will give a reward if someone 
steps forward.
Harrison Gleed
CANAL & RIVER TRUST
I recently joined as a ‘Friend of the River 
Trust’ when I met two lovely ladies who were 
promoting the trust at the Caen Hill flight of 
locks in Rowde. Many things in life are better 
when you share them with friends and the 
beautiful network of canals and rivers is one of 
them. We are so lucky to have this wonderful 
flight of locks on our doorstep. I love to walk 
our dog there and it is so good to be able to 
take in the views, see the wildlife and feel part 
of the nature that surrounds us. 
I have just received issue 1 of the Trust’s new 
magazine ‘Waterfront’ and it is packed with 
interesting articles and useful information. 
Here’s a tip I have already learned on feeding 
the ducks - 6 million loaves of bread are 
thrown into our canals each year and as well 
as polluting the waterways, it encourages rats 
and is bad for the ducks! Feed them oats, corn 
or defrosted frozen peas instead.
If you have any questions about becoming a 
‘friend’ visit canalrivertrust.org.uk/friend on the 
internet of call 03030404040 (local rate, open 
during office hours)
Alan, Rowde
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LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying and 

laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 
into the school office between the 

hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk
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FOR SALE
Large 2 Seater Leather Sofa
Dark Blue, Excellent Condition (no marks)
High backed and all cushions removable.
Feel free to come and view, no obligation.
£150.00 ono.
Poulan Pro Petrol Lawn mower
22inch cut, 4 wheel self propelled drive
6 HP with Briggs & Stratton engine. Throttle 
control, large collection basket
Well used but still fully functional and in full 
working order.
£40 ono.
Contact Julie or Les on 01380 
724159/07796 690413 

OFFERS FOR CHARITY
Swindon Town FC football, hand signed 
by all the players. 
Great collectable item for a Town supporter 
or a great present for a young fan!

All proceeds to ‘Headway’ brain 
injury charity
Text message or email Alan with your offer
07886870053 or watters.alan@gmail.com

How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact Julie on juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07796690413, giving a brief description 
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

FREE Classified Ads
FOR SALE
Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 petrol (51 plate)
Genuine low milage 79000, brand new 
clutch fitted, MOT until end of March 2016
Great family car, excellent condition £1295
Tel: Kerry 01380 721637 or 07974935248
WANTED
Young 17 year old girl seeks room 
and board in a clean/friendly and 
safe family house for the summer 
to enable her to enjoy a work 
experience at Longleat. 
She would require 4 nights from 
Monday to Friday morning. The 
dates would be from 
29/06/15 to 7/08/15 
Please contact Sally Almond 
(mother) on 01483 424119 to 
discuss.
WANTED
Calling all gardeners! The G&D would 
love a hand keeping the garden under control. 
Flexible hours and good rate pay. 
Please call Pub 01380 723 053. Also a small 
area available for vegetable allotment.

WANTED
Knowledgeable gardener handyman
3 hours weekly - Okay with dogs, horses and 
poultry. Rowde area.  
Please ring Muriel on 726455

FOR SALE
IZIP HYBRID FOLDING BIKE
Power assisted (electric and manual)
Aluminium frame, 6 gears
Bike folds into a bag
Total weight 24 kilos, including battery
Hardly used, and in excellent condition
Owner selling due to health reasons
£400
To include charger, battery and other 
accessories.
Please contact 07765 931369

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 117914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

Mini Sudoku (easy this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (difficult this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

3 6 4 1 5 2
5 1 2 6 4 3
1 3 6 4 2 5
4 2 5 3 6 1
2 4 1 5 3 6
6 5 3 2 1 4

9 4 2 8 6 5 1 7 3
3 1 7 4 2 9 6 8 5
8 5 6 3 7 1 2 9 4
6 3 4 7 5 8 9 2 1
5 7 1 2 9 6 4 3 8
2 9 8 1 4 3 7 5 6
1 2 3 6 8 7 5 4 9
7 8 5 9 1 4 3 6 2
4 6 9 5 3 2 8 1 7

3 6
1 5 2
2 5

3 6
5 2 1
1 3

9 6
7 5

1 9 3
4

9 5
6 2 4 1

4 5 8
3 1 4 9

6 5 7 1
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
H S Stiles & Son Ltd       25
Rowde Village Shop             various pages

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son      49
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                54
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
D J Bewley Funeral Directors         48

TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       50
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      27
Photocopying and Laminating      54
St John’s Adult Education           51
Cut & Go mobile ladies hairdresser     16
Private Visiting Doctor         6

ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew     26
KennetCraft Art and Design      45
Watercolour Painting for beginners     47
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          46

HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)               44
House Cleaning (Martina)       26
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      40
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     55
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       22
Adams Renovations                    6
Hestia Soft Furnishings       50
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     48
KFR (used furniture and white goods)     46
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      56
Mike’s Tiling Service        44
Richard Ellis - Tiling, Painting & Decorating    46
Window Cleaner, Home Makeover, Removals    34

GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      26
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden      54
Bill Rowell Mowers        22
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       41
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      51

PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow                   43
Vine Cottage B&B                     46
The George & Dragon                 35
The Owl         33

HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     50
Active Plus for over 60s       27
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     49
Beechwood Beauty        56
Wiltshire Mind        16
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      54
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom      11
Parkfields Homoeopathy       26
The Sycamore Centre       46
Clinical Hypnotherapist (Anne Ferguson)      9 
Helen Lee Homeopathy                 27
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club        54
House/Pet Sitter        47
PetStay         11
MISCELLANEOUS:
Agri Services (agricultural & equine)     20
Logs and Kindling        44
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       48
Nursery – Townsend Barn       43
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      33 
Rowde Village Website         2
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      41
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    40
Claire Perry           7
4Children           43
J F Chimney Sweep        57
Kennet Freecycle        16
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of                       

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean, Reliable and Professional service
Insurance certificate supplied with each sweep

Standard Sweep £35
Enquiries call James

07849 423883
Email: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com
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Allotments
Chris Stevens, Tel: 01380 738438
Bell Ringing
Friday evenings, Bell Tower, St 
Matthew’s Church at 7pm
Contact Richard Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays 8 pm in Village Hall
Book Club
Meets monthly - Ann Swan 724788
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St Matthew’s C of E
Rev. John Rees - Tel: 859646

Church Choir
Practice Thursdays at 7 pm
Nicola Brown 722406
Church Wardens
Maureen Hiscocks Tel: 01380725406
Gavin Moss Tel: 01380729160
Clarence
0800 232323
Community Advisor 
Emergency Planning
Yan Ellis, Tel: 01380 
729540 or 07818 081737                         
Email: yanellis1@gmail.com
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717
Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094
Footpaths
Ben Bentley 01380 728360
Garage
Slades of Rowde Tel: 01380727936
Good Neighbour Coordinator
Alex North 07557 922027

Hospital
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel: 723511
Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in the month at 8 pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel: 0300 4560100
Devizes Town Council 722160
Parish Council
Chairman - Mrs Jackie Bawden
Tel: 01380 720856
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 01380 720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Sunny Days Nursery
Contact Liz or Sam on 01249 
818824 or 01380 723991
Playing Fields
For playing field bookings 
please contact the Parish 
Council Clerk on 01380 720988 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes Police  Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 739567
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053
Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Mr E Bowden, Tel: 728434
Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788 
Rowde Rainbows
Meet: Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15 
pm Contact: Ailsa Devon 
01380 850081 / 07966230810          
Email: ailsa_devon@hotmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy Williams, Tel: 721554
Rowde Runners
Meet Sundays at 9.30 am at the 
G&D. Chippy, Tel: 723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher - Lorraine Colquhoun 
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head Teacher
Ingrid Sidmouth Tel: 850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa Lancaster, Tel: 725455
Sewing Circle
Ring Yvonne on 01380 728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R H Reeves 725072
Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30 
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held in Village Hall first Tuesday in 
the month at 2.30 pm.
Mrs D Ellis, Tel: 722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Fete
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 722179
Lorna@matthewfreemantle.com
Village Shop
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
or contact Rebekah 01380 720988
Youth Clubs
The ‘Rufi’ Club - Simon Hughes, 
Mike Edmunds and Dean 
Faringday. 

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in the contacts 
page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
7 June Open Farm Sunday (see pages 20 & 29)
7 June Opera Picnic (see page 35)
10 June Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
19/20 June Mini Music Festival (see page 18)
21 June Fathers’ Day Roast at The Rowdey Cow (see page 24)
July weekends  Marlborough Open Studios including Rowde artists (see pages 22 and 32)
4/5 July Rowde Village Fete and Scarecrow Trail (see pages 38, 44, 45 and back page)
7 July  Salads and Puddings Night (see pages 23 & 38)
8 July  Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
10 July Opera - Die Fledermaus (see page 6)
31 July Closing date for Mobile Library consultation (see page 9)
8 August Flower, Vegetable and Handicrafts Show
9 September Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
19 September Soul Party (see page 33)
3 October Ploughman’s Lunch
14 October Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
18 October Harvest Lunch at Hft - 1pm
11 November Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
17 November  ’Stewsday’ at St Matthew’s Church - 6.30 pm
5 December Christmas Bazaar
9 December Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
30 Jan 2016 Burns Night Supper Dance 

Rowde, Cross Keys   0739 0816 0939 1036 1136 1236 1336 1436 1556 1656 1741 1836 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0817 0839 1007 ----*-- 1204 ---*-- 1404 ---*--- 1634 1734 1819 ---*-- (* ends at Calne)
Rowde, Cross Keys   0720 0750 0840 0845 0923 1015 1044 1215 1244 1415 1444 1640 1720 1820 
Devizes, The Pelican  0728 0803 0848 0858 0931 1023 1050 1223 1250 1423 1450 1653 1733 1833
Additional journey on Schooldays only 1525 Rowde School via Marsh Lane and Caen Hill to Devizes market Place 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at May 2015

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0741 0821 0946 1126 1306 1516 1656 1801 1836  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0819 --*--- 1024 1204 1344 1554 1734 1839  ---*-- (* ends at Calne) 
Rowde, Cross Keys   0725 0805 0914 0930 1110 1250 1500 1640 1820  
Devizes, The Pelican  0733 0815 0920 0938 1120 1300 1510 1650 1830 

Saturday

To check all service updates for all services shown on this timetable go to:
http://www.travelinesw.com



 

 

 

 

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS ARENA WITH MORRIS DANCING & LOTS MORE! 

SAT.4TH JULY  

 

                            2015  
          12 until 4pm  


