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Rowde Annual Village Meeting 
 

Wednesday 13th May 2015, 8.00pm,  
Rowde Village Hall 

 
 
Attenders: 30 people  
 
1. Welcome: No apologies were received.   

 
2. Agree the minutes of the Annual Village Meeting of 14/5/14. Minutes from 
the last meeting were approved: proposed by C Stevens & seconded by J Dalley. 
All voted in favour.   
 
3. Annual Village Accounts for 2014-15 were presented as approved by the 
Parish Council for internal audit. 
  
4. Annual Reports – What goes on in the village? 
 
Parish Council update – Jackie Bawden 
The Chairman summarised key points of the year for the village, including a 
Poppy Trail to commemorate the start of WW1, and a new permissive footpath 
from Marsh Lane to the Rowdey Cow. Thanks were given to all of the volunteers 
who have worked so hard on the footpaths and all other village activities. 
 
Please see accompanying written report on actions that the Parish Council 
achieved in 2013 – 14. 
 
Police – PC Andy List 
PC List has been in post since Feb 2015 and covers Bromham too. If it is not a 
101 matter, please contact PC Andy List through the Parish Clerk. PC List has 
been attending to reports of vandalism on the allotments and has increased 
patrols in that area.  
 
St. Matthew’s Church – Rev John Rees 
Rev Rees spoke about wanting St. Matthew’s Church to be at the heart of the 
village and the community. It does not matter if you come to Church once a year, 
never, or every week. Rev Rees is keen to enable the Church to be used for 
community activities and events. There is a tiddlywinks playgroup every other 
week. The Church has been working with the fete team.  
A recent inspection report stated urgent repairs are needed on the church. The 
roof needs up to £53k worth of repairs and re-decoration is urgently needed, 
estimated cost £40k. The Friends of St. Matthew’s Church has been set up to 
help raise funds for capital projects such as these. Anyone can join the Friends’ 
group.   
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Wiltshire Council – Cllr Anna Cuthbert 
After the local election on 7th May, Cllr Cuthbert was elected to be Wiltshire 
Councillor for the ward of Bromham, Potterne and Rowde. Cllr Cuthbert was 
introduced to the Parish Council at the earlier meeting. Cllr Cuthbert will come 
regularly to meetings and can be contacted at anna.cuthbert@wiltshire.gov.uk.  
 
Good Neighbour Scheme – Alex North 
This is a Wiltshire Council founded project and there are 11 co-ordinators around 
the County. Alex covers 18 parishes, runs 6 lunch clubs and helps to set up new 
groups. Good Neighbours work with the wider community about specific issues. 
Loneliness is a big issue. Alex will speak to anyone about any issue. 
 
Youth Club (Rowde & Local Community Youth Club) – Iain Marr 
I Marr introduced Debbie and Jackie who help to run the youth club. It runs on 
most Fridays. They have 16 people who regularly volunteer on a rota basis. It 
shouldn’t be necessary for volunteers to cover more than one session a month.  
There is always cover for first aid. DBS checks are being done.   
46 children regularly attend. They have a swing ball, a punch bag and boxing 
gloves and the group is waiting for a new shed.  
The Youth Club is looking at hosting an activitiy in the summer time. They are 
also looking at expanding the age group and taking on another room at the 
school venue. The group is self-funded, aided by donations. Children pay £1. It 
runs from 6.30 – 8.30pm and it is for under 13s. Children must be signed in and 
signed out again. There is also a registration form. The group aim to listen to 
what the children want to do. They run a tuck shop, stocking food with no artificial 
colourings.  
 
Allotments – Chris Stevens 
Last year got off to a bad start with the flooding. PC Andy List has been called for 
petty vandalism: canes have been ripped out, fences kicked in. It was reported 
that some allotment holders are getting despondent. In the short- term, allotment 
holders are discussing CCTV camera (solar powered). In the long-term, it may be 
possible to apply for government funding for security fencing and a lockable gate. 
It is being discussed with fellow allotment holders.  
An Allotment Association has been started, which is affiliated to the  
National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners. The benefits are regular 
update of events, newsletters.  There is competitive insurance for individual 
holders, free legal advice.  
There will be a competition for Rowde’s Best Allotment. Judging will take place 
on 8th August at the Village Hall vegetable show.  
There is one allotment plot available.  
W Williams thanked Chris on behalf of the allotment holders for all of his hard 
work and dedication on the allotments.  
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Activity Centre – slide presentation created by Andrew Seedhouse 
It was agreed that a decision needs to be made in the next year. It is estimated to 
cost 30k to get power over ground to the sports field, 60k to get power 
underground to the sports field.  
 
A question was asked about whether we can obtain a grant for £60k. It is 
believed that we can.  
A question was asked about whether we should put a time limit on the project? 
An issue was raised around the need for a new sports hall. It was noted that we 
have not got enough interested people to put together a village football team. 
 
Village Magazine – Alan Watters 
Everyone in the village gets the magazine. It has good advertising and a full 
colour front page every month. 
 
If anyone wants to contribute, if there is anything that anyone wants to see, 
please contact Alan. If you use the advertisers in magazine, please tell them 
where you saw the advert.  
When submitting articles, please send photos in on their own. They do not need 
to be presented in a specific way.   
 
If you are not getting the magazine, please let the team know.  
There was a request for someone to deliver to the houses along Caen Hill. P 
Evans volunteered. P Evans to contact Jan Emm regarding distribution of the 
magazine.  
The audience expressed thanks to Alan and his team for the fantastic job that 
they do with the magazine.  
The deadline for contributions is 15th of the month.  
 
 
Community Speedwatch – Tony Jeffries 
T Jeffries has taken over from L Ibbetson as the co-ordinator of the Community 
speedwatch team in Rowde.  
 
It is difficult to measure objectives. The team is there to educate drivers when out 
and about. There are 4 sites now that can be used: outside the school. Marsh 
Lane, outside the bus stop on the High Street, and on ‘The Hill’. The team can 
only site themselves at certified places 
 
Open Farm Sunday & Agricultural Education – John Butler 
Open Farm Sunday will take place on Sunday 7th June 2015 this year. It is 
funded by LEAF (Linking Environment & Farming) and has been running for 10 
years. The event is to encourage engagement with the community. 375 farms 
took part last year. 200 scoring sheets were handed in last year. 
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Entry is free. Devizes Archery will be there this year, along with the rare breeds’ 
society, sheep shearing, birds of prey, Devizes Young Farmers. Last year, 
donations of £322 were received for ‘Help the Heroes’.  
 
Children’s education: 1100 visited farm with 1500 estimated by the end of the 
year. Cow shed has been converted into a training room.  
 
Village Fete – Lorna Freemantle 
The village fete hosted on 5th July 2015 went beyond the team’s expectations. 
The aim of the event is not to raise money but to put on a nice day for everyone 
in the village. Some profit was made last year and that will cover the start up 
costs for the fete this year. Any money that the fete does make, the team would 
like to put towards a village cause.  
The scarecrow trail will run again, this time on Saturday and Sunday. Funds will 
go to Rowde Academy School.  
It was suggested that there should be an information stall where volunteers can 
sign up for various groups/activities.  
The fete will be held on Sat 4th July 2015, in the small playing field.  
 
 
Village Hall – written report from Barrie Barrett.  
B. Barrett provided a history of the property. A copy can be obtained from the 
clerk.  
In the last year, the village hall have installed new emergency exit doors, 
redecorated the entrance and lobby leading from the car park and the kitchen. 
Further quotes are being sought for electric hand drying equipment in gents and 
kitchen and external lighting on steps. The Village Hall committee is always 
looking for additional volunteers to help.  
 
5. Looking Forward  
i) The 2015/2016 Precept  
 
Copies of the precept document were circulated to the audience.  
 
The precept is calculated on items that the Parish Council is mandated to pay for, 
for example the provision of allotments, the Clerk’s wages, and to maintain public 
safety. There are other items that the Parish Council commits to supporting or 
paying for and other items that it hopes to deliver, for example the Parish Council 
makes donations to the village shop and the village magazine. The Parish 
Council has various aims, for example improving the sports facilities.  
 
Historically, the Parish Council does not like to increase the precept.  
The precept is based on band D properties. The tax base has change this year 
so we have been able to keep residents’ payments at the same level as 2014-15, 
whilst receiving more money from Wiltshire Council. In 2014-15, the precept was 
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increased in anticipation of more devolved functions from Wiltshire Council. In 
2013-14, the precept remained the same as the previous year. 
It was noted that the Parish Council spends the precept carefully.   
 
ii) Community Events – James Graham 
It is hoped that the village will be able to host a fireworks display in the Jubilee 
fields in November. The cost is £2625 for 15 mins of fireworks.  
Question: Would a professional carry out the display? Yes  
 
In summer, there are plans to put on coach trips to the coast. There are also 
plans for a village fun run and a Christmas party for all of the children in the 
village. If anyone is interested in helping to organise these events, please contact 
James Graham.   
 
iii) Snow plan – Ben Bentley 
It is a county requirement to have a snow plan, if we want to have free grit. A 
draft snow plan was circulated to the audience.  
On the Parish Council, there will be a Snow Committee. Snow wardens are 
needed to help spread grit when it snows. The whole parish needs to be 
considered. B Bentley will write an article for the village magazine.  
 
 
Superfast broadband: Ben Bentley is raising a petition on behalf of the village to 
petition for high speed broadband. This will be sent to MP Claire Perry. Anyone 
interested in signing the petition should contact Ben Bentley, 
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com, Vine Cottage, Bunnies Lane, Rowde.  
 
It was also noted that mobile phone reception in the village is very poor.   
 
6. Question Time  
 
Concern was raised about parents using Springfield road to park when collecting 
from school. It was commented that there will be an accident there one day.  
 
The Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday of every month (except 
August) at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. There are currently vacancies on the 
Parish Council if anyone is interested in joining. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend all meetings.  
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                   Date:  
 
 
 
Chairman of Rowde Parish Council  
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