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Draft MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 11th March 2020, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

 PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley, C Stevens, S Taylor, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills   

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Apologies: Cllr Cuthbert 
 All Parish Councillors were present. 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

• The Chair noted that the only time a Parish Councillor must leave the meeting is 
when they stand to make a financial gain from an item being discussed. The Parish 
Council can still grant them a dispensation to remain in the room and in some 
circumstances to vote on the matter.  

• The Chair confirmed that when the Parish Council responds to planning 
applications, the Council can only comment on what is included in the application. 
The Parish Council is a collective body and decides on their response 
democratically. It counts as one response with Wiltshire Council.   

 

3. Co-option of Andrew Giddings 

• Item postponed. A Giddings did not attend the meeting.  

 

4. Chairman’s five minutes 

• The Chair invited Mrs P Bryant to talk to the Parish Council about the Coronavirus. 
It was advised that the Parish Council should set up a safety net for people who 
must self-isolate, who become sick, to enable them to get food supplies and 
medicine. It was agreed for a group to work together to produce a notice to be 
delivered to all residents in the village as soon as possible.  

• The Clerk will circulate a copy of the Emergency Planning template to interested 
parties.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

5. Public Question Time 

• There were no questions asked.  

 
 

6. Wiltshire Council Update  
A verbal update was received on behalf of Cllr Cuthbert.  

• The full Council was dominated by discussions on the budget.  

• Wiltshire Council is reported to be doing well with it’s recycling quota. Wiltshire is 
reported to be the best council in the country.  

• Extinction Rebellion, the climate action group, is pressing for Wiltshire Council to 
meet its responsibilities in full regarding climate change.  

Wiltshire Council Green Infrastructure and Open Space Study.  

• Wiltshire Council collected data relating to open space provision around 4 years 
ago. This data needs to be updated so that it can inform two significant emerging 
strategies: The Green Infrastructure Strategy, and an Open Space Strategy. There 
is a household survey available for all residents to complete. This is available 
through the Parish Council Facebook page and through the village website.  The 
survey needs to be returned by 31 March 2020.  

• Parish Councillors have viewed the survey and will return comments to the Clerk.  

• A copy of the maps provide by Wiltshire Council can be obtained from the Clerk.  

 

7.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 12th February 2020 
There was one amendment noted in ‘Additional Question Time’, p5, the date should read 
11th February, not 11th March. This amendment was authorised by the Chair. The minutes 

 



2 

were then accepted as an accurate record: proposed by L Wills, seconded by I Whittaker-
Axon. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true record.  

8. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 12th February 2020 

• The Clerk has made a request to the Community Area Transport Group (CATG) to 
install a ‘road narrowing’ sign on the High Street near to West End Farm, on the 
approach to the village from Chippenham.  

• The Clerk has contacted the Parish Council’s insurance company to ask about 
covering liability for a Highways mirror to be sited at Mulberry Lodge, High Street 
to help driver access to Close Lane. The response was that provided the Parish 
Council obtain permission from the land owner to install the mirror and the Parish 
Council accepts responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of it, the public liability 
insurance provided by the policy will cover this responsibility automatically up to 
£10 million limit of indemnity. It is recommended that a risk assessment is 
completed and retained on record. Once installed the mirror should be checked at 
regular intervals to ensure it remains correctly aligned, clean and free from 
damage.  

• The Clerk has arranged for the wet pour around the igloo and the large swings to 
be cut back and re- filled. The igloo will be treated for rust.  

• It is not possible to empty the portaloos at the large playing field at this time due 
to the wet conditions.  

• The Clerk has requested a grit bin for Rowde Court Road, near the footpath 
entrance at the back of St Matthew’s Church.  

• The Clerk has made a Freedom of Information request to Wiltshire Council to find 
out the cost so far of resurfacing Conscience Lane.  

• The Clerk has contacted the Highways department about the positioning of the 
dropped kerbs at Sands Lane. The engineer has replied to say that it was a design 
decision to avoid the blocked paved area, as this can sometimes be uncomfortable 
and difficult for wheelchair and pushchair users. Block paving can also prove to be 
a maintenance issue when falling into disrepair. As the kerb has already been 
dropped into Sands Close, the decision was taken to extend that section to enable 
a wider area to be dropped. If the dropped kerb had been on the other side of the 
blocked paving, it would have resulted in the footway being realigned again to get 
around the blocked paving.  

• The Parish Council will repair the handrails to the bridge on the permissive 
footpath (from Devizes Road), when the wet conditions of the path improve for 
access.  

• A limb fell from the Oak tree in the allotments during the last storm. The Clerk 
arranged for a tree surgeon to attend, to ensure that the tree was safe and for the 
limb to be chopped for logs. The fallen branch destroyed an allotment holder’s 
fruit cages which were beneath the tree. The allotment holder was thanked for 
removing the logs from the site.  

• The Clerk has collated the responses from the launch of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
The next step is for a steering group to be formed to review the information 
received from the village. The Chair reminded the Parish Council that we are not 
creating a new plan from scratch but are including a section for Rowde into the 
revised Devizes Neighbourhood Area Plan.   
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9. The Common 
Update from recent meeting with residents for the Common 

• Residents living on the Common met with representatives of the Parish Council on 
Wednesday 26th February 2020.  
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• There was a discussion on the traveler encampment. It was agreed not to pursue 
eviction at this stage of the visit. The traveller moved on within the following 
week.  

• Residents agreed to work towards an schedule for managing the Common. L 
Tovey, with valued input and research from Y Pullen, has kindly prepared a yearly 
schedule for work to be carried out. These documents have been circulated to 
members of the group for their comments. The schedule was well received with 
offers of help from the local community, especially to pull out ragwort when it 
appears. 

• The Parish Council will be responsible for all costs incurred and will have over-all 
responsibility for the Common. It will be guided and advised by residents on the 
Commons Committee.  

Review of draft policy for dealing with unauthorised encampments 

• The Clerk has prepared a draft policy for dealing with unauthorised encampments 
and asked the Parish Council for feedback on the document.  The draft policy has 
been reviewed by Wiltshire Council. It was agreed to deploy the policy when the 
travellers arrive next. 

• The Clerk has contacted three solicitiors’ firms about costs involved with dealing 
with an unauthorised encampment. Different advice was received from the three 
firms.   

Matters arising from the Commons meeting: 26th February 2020 

• The Clerk has reported fly-tipping of tarmac lumps which are being dumped in the 
grass verge along the Common, past the crossroads. Wiltshire Council has 
attended the site, but the problem has not been resolved. The Clerk will contact 
Wiltshire Council again about this problem. 

• It has been reported that vehicles have over-run the grass verge past Smithwick 
Farm, before Wick Farm, causing damage to the verge. The Clerk has asked if the 
Parish Steward can repair this area.  

• It has been queried whether there are sufficient weight limit signs on Cock Road. 
Wiltshire Council has responded to say that there is no structural weigh limit on 
Cock Road, however there is an environmental except for access limit to prevent 
inappropriate use by HGVs. The signs are placed on entrances to the minor roads 
off these main roads. They relate to an area rather than a section of a road.  
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10. Planning Matters 

• It was noted that there is a covenant on Iron Pear Tree Farm which can not be 
removed. This will impede the proposed development plans.  

• A member of the public noted the poor quality of the planning application and 
questioned the accuracy of many of the statements in it.  

 

11. Highways Update 

• The A342 has been partially resurfaced (Devizes Road; High Street by West End 
Farm). The central white markings are still to be repainted.  The Clerk has asked if 
the faded white lines on the remainder of the A342 through the village can be re-
painted at the same time. In addition, the uncontrolled crossing point needs to be 
re-instated.  

• Cllr Laura Mayes has written to the parish to provide an update on the condition 
of Conscience Lane. The road was re-laid in-situ using a recycling process, which 
involves breaking up with existing carriageway and mixing in additional cement 
stabilisers. Unfortunately, the surface began to degrade very quickly. The 
contractor will return to site to make repairs at their expense. This will take place 
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in the summer, to ensure that the process is successful this time. In the meantime, 
individual potholes are being reported and filled.  

12. VE day celebrations – UPDATE: EVENT POSTPONED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK  

• VE preparation meeting was held before the Parish Council meeting. It has been 
decided to change the venue for the celebrations to the Primary School, this is to 
accommodate larger number of participants and for ease of parking. The Village 
Hall Committee expressed their wish to be involved in the celebrations.  

• The event will include a football match, a tea dance, which will be free for over 75-
year olds. There will be screens piping in the national celebrations, a Punch and 
Judy show and a fair organ, and entertainment. Transport will be provided for 
those residents who are not able to get there otherwise.  

• The celebration will continue with a short Songs of Praise in St. Matthew’s Church 
and a peal of bells. The Cross Keys is hosting a VE celebration in the evening.  

{The celebration has since been postponed due to the evolving coronavirus outbreak}.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Grounds Maintenance 
Monthly Update – no updates were given 
Weed killing schedule – this will commence on pavements around the village, when the 
weather is drier.   
Best Kept Village Competition – entry into the competition was discussed. It was 
suggested that there needs to be more encouragement for people to take part in the 
clean-up process, and to also tidy outside of their own homes. It was agreed that the 
Parish could enter the competition again this year.  

• There was discussion on deploying a road sweeper around the village.  

• The Hill will need attention in advance of judging.  
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14. Use of the large playing field 
Storage Area request for Bootcamp equipment  

• The Parish Council has agreed that training equipment can be stored on the edge 
of the playing field behind the heras fencing, near to the toilets, against the hedge 
that borders the allotments.  

Repairs to the Sands Lane track 

• The Clerk will ask the Parish Steward where he purchases bags of tarmac, which 
the Parish could buy to fill the potholes.  

Review of condition of the pitch 

• The playing field is still waterlogged. Bishops Cannings Youth Football teams have 
not played on the field since mid-December.  

New goal posts will be purchased for the pitch.  
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15. Allotments Update 

• The central path through the allotments was damaged by recent vehicular access. 
The Parish Council agreed to hire a digger to roll the path.  

• Recent donations of wood chippings and bio-digestate have been gratefully 
received.  

 
 
 
 

16.  Village Amenities 

• There were no further updates.  

 
 

17. Communications update 
Facebook 

• A complaint has been received about tractors going through the village. Wiltshire 
Council contact details have been shared with the resident.  

• A request has been made for 30mph repeaters signs along the High Street. 
Wiltshire Council recently refused a request for 30mph repeater signs along Marsh 
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Lane as the streetlamps indicated a settlement and 30mph is the default speed for 
drivers in a settlement.  

• A request was made for information on who has the Coronavirus locally.  

• Information was received on applying to a Calor fund for a pavilion.  

18. Financial matters & monthly invoices for February 2020 (total £2,085.62)  
February invoices breakdown  
Admin costs: £1,439.51 
Grounds maintenance: £396.72 
Allotment maintenance: £249.39  
Total: £2, 085.62 
Payment for invoices were proposed by L Wills, seconded by J Hawkins. All Councillors 
were in favour.  
The monthly bank reconciliation was reviewed by the Parish Council and the cumulative 
expenditure to date was considered.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19. Diary dates  
Devizes Area Board meeting: Monday 16th March 2020, 6.30pm, Devizes Library 
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting: Wednesday 25th March, 7.30pm, The Village Hall 
Local Highway Town and Parish Council meeting: 18th May 2020, 7pm in Kennet House. 

 
 
 
 
 

20. Correspondence 

• No crime was reported by the Police in February.  

 
 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 1st April 2020. PLEASE NOTE EARLIER DATE 

THAN USUAL, due to Easter school holidays.  
Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 

 


