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 MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 10th March 2021, 7.30pm, Virtual Meeting operated and recorded by Zoom.  

Minutes of this meeting will be published, not the recording.  

 

 PRESENT: P Bryant (Chair), J Dalley, D Pullen, D Revell, C Stevens, L Wills  
PRESENT: Cllr Laura Mayes (for items 1- 4) 
ABSENT: Cllr Anna Cuthbert 

 Election of Chair 
A new Chair was elected after the resignation of I Whittaker-Axon. P Bryant was nominated by D Revell, 
seconded by L Wills. P Bryant was elected with a majority vote.  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
All Councillors were present.  

 

2. Councillor Resignations 
I Whittaker-Axon and J Hawkins have resigned since the last Parish Council meeting. The 
Clerk was asked to send official letters of thank you to both Councillors who have 
previously been Chair of the Parish Council.   

 
 
Clerk 

3. Register of Members’ Interests 

• No business interests were recorded.    

 

4. Wiltshire Council update with Cllr Mayes 
Cllr Laura Mayes is the Wiltshire Councillor for the parish of Roundway but has been 
attending Rowde Parish Council meetings over the past two years in the absence of 
Rowde’s elected member.  
Covid-19 
The infection rates of Covid in Wiltshire are coming down. The case rate is currently 42.6 
people infected per 100,000 (10/3/21). The rate of infection in the over 60 years age 
group is 22 per 100,000 people. There is a 2% positive return for people taking Covid tests 
in Wiltshire.  
It is thought that there will be an increase in positive cases now that the schools have 
returned.  
Silverwood School briefing 
There was a community webinar event on Wednesday 3rd March 2021. Architects’ 
drawings were shared with the attendees.  
There were many questions raised about transport and the approach to the school. The 
gate entrance will not be widened but there will be two-way traffic on the drive approach 
to the school.  There are concerns about the speed of the traffic approaching the school.  
R Berry has attended a focus group on the transport aspect of development at the school. 
It is estimated that there will 239 cars and 70 minibuses/taxis coming in and out of the site 
daily.  
It is not possible to apply for a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to amend the speed limit as 
part of the planning application. The development group will look to work with the Parish 
Council on this after the planning stage.  
It was asked what direction the children will approach the school from. It should be 
requested that the children approach from the Bromham direction, if possible.  
 
HfT –  
Furlong Close 
Please see separate update – attached below. 
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A question was asked about the Judicial Review. It was not granted. There will be a further 
oral hearing, similar to an appeal, about the decision.  
Oak Tree 
L Mayes gave an update from Wiltshire Council on the extent of the Parish Council’s 
responsibility for cordoning off the area under the oak tree.   

5. Elections 

• There is an all-out Parish Council election on 6th May 2021.  

• If current Parish Councillors would like to remain on the Parish Council or if anyone 
in the village would like to stand as a Parish Councillor, they need to obtain a 
nomination pack and submit it in person to Wiltshire Council’s offices in 
Chippenham. The deadline for nominations is Thursday 8th April 2021, at 4pm.  

• Please see Wiltshire Council’s website for more information or contact the Parish 
Council.  

• The Parish Council will publicise the elections through a door-to-door leaflet drop. 
Members of the Parish Council and one resident have volunteered to help deliver 
the leaflets.  

• There will also be County Council elections on 6th May 2021.  

• Cllr Mayes has made a request for as many people as possible to apply for a postal 
vote, due to the Covid-19 situation.  

[The deadline to register for a postal vote is on 20 April 2021, 5pm. You must fill out your 
postal vote application by hand as they require an 'actual' signature and not a digital 
signature. If you do not have printing facilities please email at voting@wiltshire.gov.uk to 
request a hard copy to be sent to you via post. You can return your completed postal vote 
application via email voting@wiltshire.gov.uk or via post: Electoral Services, County Hall, 
Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 8JN] 

 

6. Public Question Time 

• A question was asked about when there will be a public consultation on the 
allotment rules. [Clerk’s note: the revised allotment rules were sent to allotment 
holders on 10th December 2020 and comments invited. Three responses were 
received. These were noted at the Parish Council meeting on 13th January 2021 and 
the rules were approved by the Parish Council for use from March 2021]  

 

7.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 10th February 2021. 
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record: proposed by L Wills, seconded by C 
Stevens. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true record.  

 

8. Matters arising and actions from meeting on 10th February 2021. 

• The Clerk has requested a replacement ‘Bunnies Lane’ sign again. Wiltshire Council 
has replied to say that they only respond to emergency signing. Street name plates 
are assessed annually at the end of the financial year and undertaken if resources 
allow. A note of our report has been made. No further action will be taken on this 
matter until the end of year assessment. 

• The Clerk has engaged a solicitor to carry out the asset transfer of Silverlands Play 
Area.  

• The Clerk has requested to the Police that the graffiti on the skate park is painted 
over in a neutral colour.  

• The Parish Council has submitted a response to the Draft Local Plan to Wiltshire 
Council.  

• Aster has confirmed that they will be on site in Springfield Road next week 
(w/c15th March) to look at their ditches/drains.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Allotments  
Oak Tree (TPO)  
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• The Parish Council has submitted the following request to carry out remedial work 
on the oak tree: 
Oak TPO Ref E373: The findings of the PICUS report have shown the extent of 
decay within the main stem of the tree. The tree is now deemed unsafe in its 
present form; a limb has been lost in the past. The application is to remove the 
central limb to just below the tear wound of recent limb loss and reduce 
remaining main large limbs by 6-8m to reduce end weight and help to prevent 
failure in the future.  
The Parish Council had no further comment to make on the application.  

• L Wills confirmed that Rowde Primary School will donate the oak sapling back to 
the allotments. It was asked if the Parish Council can replace the oak being moved 
from the school with one of the saplings which has been ordered by Y Pullen.  

Green waste bin 

• One allotment holder, observing the meeting, stated that the green waste bin was 
not needed at the allotments and that tenants should be permitted to start 
burning their waste again.  

• The green waste bin was recently over-filled by 158kgs with clods of earth, which 
incurred an additional overload charge. It was suggested that this was done as an 
act of protest against the bonfire ban.  

• A Parish Councillor asked what waste would need burning at this time of year. No 
answer was given.  

• The ban on bonfires at the allotments was introduced for health and safety 
reasons, and also environmental reasons.  

• J Dalley is noted as requesting a re-introduction to bonfire burning at the 
allotments.  

• The suggestion to create an Allotment Committee was discussed. D Revell agreed 
to consult with allotment tenants and to come back to the Parish Council with a 
proposal for how a committee could work.  

• The Chair asked if the Parish Council could be notified in advance of deliveries of 
waste material to the allotment car park. 

Allotment Representative 

• It was agreed that D Revell would take over the role. L Wills was thanked for all of 
her hard work over the past year. J Dalley and before him C Stevens were also 
thanked for the work that they had done for the allotments. C Stevens is not able 
to return to the post due to ill health.  
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10. Grounds Maintenance Contract 

• The tender for the grounds maintenance contract for the parish has been sent out 
to seven contractors. The deadline for responses is Monday 15th March 2021.  

New role 

• C Stevens has agreed to take on the role of Grounds Maintenance Officer within 
the Parish Council to help oversee the grounds maintenance contracts.  

Best Kept Village Competition 

• It was agreed to enter the Best Kept Village competition again this year. The Clerk 
will add a note to the elections leaflet which will be circulated to every household.  
L Wills has agreed to put a message on the Facebook page.  

• The Clerk was asked to arrange for a road sweeper.  

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
LW 
Clerk 

11. Play Areas 
Silverlands Play Area 
The Parish Council discussed whether they wish to take on all of the parcels of land that 
have been proposed by Wiltshire Council.  
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The Parish Council has queried whether the land at Reed Place could be made into an 
orchard. It was asked whether the Parish Council could access DEFRA grants to create 
wildflower areas. It may be possible to apply for local authority grants for wild flowering.  
It will be necessary for Wiltshire Council to access their drainage around the field area.  

• There has been an article in the Gazette recently about the proposed asset 
transfer of the playground in Silverlands Play area.  

• L Wills has asked for local involvement to help shape the playground area. Rowde 
Primary School has been asked if they would like to be involved too.  

Hire of the playing field 
A request has been made to hire the playing field for keep fit sessions.  
Tower View Play Area 
The Clerk was asked to obtain a price for putting wet pour underneath the toddlers’ picnic 
table. It is currently concreted.   
Sports Field 

• There have been issues around grass cutting on the field.  

• People have been reminded not to exercise their dogs on the playing field. It is 
noted that the ‘no dogs’ sign on the tennis court has been placed too high.  

• It has been suggested that vehicular access to the playing field is blocked by a 
barrier which would still permit wheelchair and pram users. J Dalley agreed to 
work with D Revell to install this.  

• J Dalley wishes to hire a roller to level the playing field. D Revell has agreed to 
assist with this.  

• J Dalley made a request to purchase liquid bitumen to fill the potholes on Sands 
Lane to the field. L Wills will report the potholes to Wiltshire Council through the 
My Wilts App.  
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12. Planning 
Planning application 21/01694/LBC: Rowdeford Lodge St Ediths Marsh South To Close 
Lane Rowde Devizes Wiltshire SN10 2QQ : Proposed development: Heighten chimney 
stack 
Planning application 21/00676/FUL: Rowdeford Lodge St Ediths Marsh South To Close 
Lane Rowde Devizes Wiltshire SN10 2QQ: Proposed development: Heighten chimney stack 

• The Parish Council did not object to the application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. Highways 

• The chevron at the corner of Close Lane with the High Street is on a priority list 
with Ringway to be replaced after a recent car accident damaged it.  

• The streetlights on the same corner have been replaced with LED bulbs so the 
corner is lit more effectively.  

 

14. Engagement events 
National Grid: Project to site pylons underground across Roundway Down. 
There were two free webinars, at 1pm on Tuesday 16 February and 6pm on Thursday 25 
February, where members of the public could hear the plans. 
It was noted by a member of the public that the point at which National Grid are starting 
has moved back towards the barn, which is considered to be a better, more shielded 
location.   
It is noted that National Grid has planned to submit a planning application by mid-2021, 
with construction stating by 2023. 
Fete 
D Revell has proposed holding a social event for the village in August. There will be a 
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planning meeting on Sunday 18th April, at 11am.  All 

14. Social events and social media update 

• There were no updates  

 
 

15. Financial Matters 

• Payments were approved for the following, proposed by D Pullen and seconded by 
L Wills. All Councillors were in favour.  

February invoices (total: £2,470.16) 
Admin costs: £1,402.36 
Allotments: £297.28 
Ground’s maintenance: £629.52 
Website costs:£141.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16. Correspondence 

• No further correspondence has been received.  

 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 21st April 2021, 7.30pm. Please note later 

meeting date than usual. This will be a virtual Zoom meeting. Please contact the 
Clerk for a code to join the meeting, at least the day before 

  the meeting.  
Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods must be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 

 

 

Briefing on Furlong Close-Laura Mayes 
In February 2021, Hft wrote to Wiltshire Council and informed us they were serving notice on all 
placements at Furlong Close. HfT has also given notice to the other funding authorities who have 
14 people placed at Furlong Close. The notice period ends at close of business 19 May 2021. As 
a result of Hft’s giving notice we are having to review our position.  In order to be clear about the 
possible options for Wiltshire residents, we have requested further details from Hft on proposals 
they have made: 
Option 1: 

o Hft has offered to continue providing a service beyond May 2021.  
• Hft has indicated it would enter into an interim contractual relationship with Wiltshire 

Council. 
• Wiltshire Council has written to Hft asking them to clarify the terms of this 

arrangement – e.g. type of contractual relationship, cost, duration etc. 
• Wiltshire Council has also asked Hft to clarify how this would work for people from 

other Local Authorities, for whom Wiltshire Council has no commissioning 
responsibility. 

Option 2: 
o Hft has offered to lease Furlong Close for up to 2 years on “arm’s length contractual terms”. 
o The Council could then commission a new provider to run the service. 

• Wiltshire Council have written to Hft seeking clarification of the terms of the “arm’s 
length” arrangements which might make the premises available to another provider. 

• We have also asked Hft to clarify the longer-term availability of the site. 
• Soft market testing started on 01/03/2021 – this will tell us if other providers would be 

interested in running the service. Invitation (of soft market testing) closes on 
12/03/2021 
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Council officers held a meeting with family members on 3rd March. We have invited residents 
funded by other local authorities if a representative from their authority was able to attend.  When 
we have further clarification from HfT about the options and an understanding about the potential 
for a new provider, we will meet with families again.  Operations will be contacting our families, 
carers and residents to undertake their care act reviews as soon as possible due to the changing 
circumstances and the need to undertake our duties under the care act. Some residents have 
planned moves which we will continue to support. Some other residents have asked us if they can 
move as soon as possible and we will be supporting them to do that. 
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