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Rowde Annual Village Meeting 
 

Thursday 23rd May 2019 
7.30pm,  

Rowde Primary School  
 
Attenders: 9 people  
From Parish Council:  5 
Presenting reports: 2 
General Public:  2 
 
1. Welcome:  
 
2. Sue Hulford, Headteacher of Rowde Primary Academy gave a tour of the 
school. With many thanks to Sue for giving up her time to do this.  
 
3. Agree the minutes of the Annual Village Meeting of 24th May 2018. 
Minutes from the last meeting were approved, proposed by S Bowler, seconded 
by L Wills.  
 
4. Presentation of the Parish Council Accounts for 2018-19. The accounts 
were presented to the village meeting. These had been previously presented in 
draft form at the Annual Parish Council meeting on 8th May 2019. The accounts 
have been examined by the internal auditor (John Davis & Co Accountants Ltd, 
Chippenham) and they are ready to be submitted to the external auditor in time 
for the deadline of 1st July 2019.  
 
The Clerk explained variances in income and expenditure in the financial year 
2018-2019, compared with the previous financial year. The Parish Council 
received income from football pitch fees in this current financial year, whereas in 
the previous year it did not receive any. The Parish Council spent more in 2018 -
19, than in the previous financial year, on purchasing new play equipment. 
   
The funds that have been ring-fenced for various groups and projects are also 
listed on the accounts.  
 
 
5. Annual Reports – Village Groups 
 
Parish Council update – John Hawkins 
 
A report of the Parish Council’s activities over the year was discussed at the 
meeting and is attached to these minutes.  

The following comments were noted: 
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 The track to the playing field needs repairing.  

 It is hoped that timber from the pavilion can be re-used to build a shed on 
the allotments site.  

 The water needs to be disconnected from the pavilion (on 30th May 2019).  

 Demolition of the pavilion begins on 3rd June 2019. C Stevens was asked 
to turn off the water meter for the allotments (on Marsh Lane) on Sunday 
2nd June to enable the Parish Council to check that the water has been 
disconnected adequately. The Clerk will notify allotment tenants that the 
water will be shut off for a short period of time.  

 An approach has been made by one of the teams at Bishops Cannings 
Football Club. They are interested in using the pitch but they will need 
somewhere to store their goal posts. These can be stored in the new 
shed.  

 The goal posts owned by the Parish Council need to be stored 
somewhere. It was suggested that a small low container is purpose built to 
store the goal posts.  

 The Clerk was asked to find out from Wiltshire Council about what the 
largest shed is that can be built without planning permission. 

 There are currently 4 vacancies for Parish Councillors. If anyone is 
interested, please contact the Clerk or come along to any Parish Council 
meeting to see what is involved.  

 
 
St Matthew’s Church – Sarah Bowler 
 
Reverend Ruth sent her apologies to the meeting and sent the following report, 
which was delivered by S Bowler: 
 
“During 2018, the church has been used for two weddings, two baptisms and two 
funerals, as well as regular worship on Sundays, weekdays and festivals. We 
also lead funerals for parishioners and their loved ones at West Wilts 
crematorium, and in 2018 there were two funerals there for parishioners. Regular 
prayer groups meet at St Matthews, and the church is also used for a variety of 
other social and community activities, including concerts, Stewsdays and Coffee 
and Chat every Tuesday morning. 
We work in a Benefice with the Parish of Bromham with Chittoe and Sandy Lane, 
and hold worship in both parishes attended by members of all our churches. 
In October, Revd Ruth was made Rector of the Benefice, by the Right Revd 
Nicholas Holtam, our diocesan Bishop. It was encouraging to us as a parish that 
our priest’s role has been confirmed as Rector, now that vacancies in our cluster 
of parishes have been filled and the roles in local churches are now settled. 
The church is open for prayer every day usually from 8am to 5pm, for private 
prayer or just a moment of peace and quiet. The church keeps the churchyard 
maintained, and is grateful to the parish council for financial support in keeping 
the clock well maintained. Hearing the Church clock chime the hour is a familiar 
and reassuring part of life in the village. It’s also lovely to hear our bells rung on a 
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Friday evening or for weddings. If anyone would like to learn how to ring the 
bells, our tower captain Richard Heath would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
Our musicians, singers and flower arrangers add another dimension to our 
worship, and offer their services to make weddings here personal and joyful. 
We were proud to be able to welcome so many from the community to mark the 
Remembrance service in 2018, as we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 
end of the first World War. It was also lovely to see so many from the village to 
celebrate Christmas at our Carol Service, Christingle service and other special 
festivals through the year. 
 
The Church family supports Rowde Primary school in various ways, providing 
governors, teaching Bible stories in assembly using Open The Book and hosting 
the major school services through the year, at Harvest, Christmas, Easter and for 
the Leavers. 
 
This year we are holding a Church picnic on Saturday July 13th, from 3pm to 
5pm, with games for children, raffle and a cake stall. Please come, bring your 
families, a picnic and pray for good weather!” 
 
ACTION: The Parish Council agreed to cut the grass in the small playing field in 
the week before 13th July. 
Sarah Bowler produces a weekly news sheet for St Matthew’s Church. If you 
would like to join the mailing list, please e-mail Sarah at: 
 sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com 
 

 
Allotments – Cllr Chris Stevens 

 C Stevens continues to liaise with the allotment tenants on behalf of the 
Parish Council. The community spirit continues to grow from strength to 
strength. The surplus produce is given to the village shop. It is planned 
that one of the empty plots, will be used to grow pumpkins and courgettes 
for the benefit of the school and the village.  

 There has been consistent good feedback from the Best Kept Village 
judges about the high standard of the allotments. There is an annual 
award for the best kept allotment. There is a presentation for this award at 
the Annual Village Vegetable and Flower Show, with various guest judges.  

 There are plans to create a storage area for the Parish Council on a 
vacant plot at the back of the allotments site.  

 There has been some discussion about the need for a toilet once the 
pavilion has been demolished. It will not be possible to use a self-
composting toilet due to health and safety legislation. It may be possible to 
buy a second hand toilet similar to those that are used on building sites.  

 There is one vacant allotment plot available. Please contact C Stevens or 
the Parish Clerk if you are interested.  
 

mailto:sarahbromhamandrowde@gmail.com
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Village Hall – written report from Barrie Barrett.  

 The Village Hall Committee thanked the village for its continued support 
and its volunteers for helping them to function.  

 The Village Hall has cleared the overgrown bushes at the rear entrance to 
the small meeting room for safety reasons.  

 The second project was to install drainage channels in the car park to 
prevent flooring and prevent ice forming gin bad weather both in the 
interests of safety. Several large donations have been made towards the 
costs. The project will be completed later in the year.  

 The Village Hall Committee has contracted someone to mow their grass 
and maintain the surrounding era.  

 The Village Hall Committee’s aim is to provide a clean, warm and 
affordable environment for all groups and individuals which they hope they 
achieve.  

 
 
Rowde Village News 
“The magazine team would like to give a huge heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who made a financial donation to the village magazine. If it were not for those 
donation we would not have been able to produce the issue prior to 
Christmas and the New Year. Thank you so much to each and everyone one 
of them. Due to the financial difficulties the team made the decision to 
produce the magazine bi-monthly going forward into 2019. This decision was 
not made lightly but we do feel that we can produce the same quality and 
content of the magazine, but now it will be financially secure for much longer.  
If anyone would like to contribute with articles or help the magazine team in 
anyway please do not hesitate to contact one of us! 
 
 

Village Shop – No report was submitted.  

 The shop continues to thrive and welcomes continued support from the 
village.  

 
 
Police update – PCSO Georgie Dodds 
 

 PCSO Dodds covers 24 villages.  

 In Devizes in the last year (May 14th 2018 – May 14th 2019), there were 
11,566 reports of crime and anti-social behaviour. Rowde has had 103 
reports. These consist of: 

Fraud – 1 
Anti-Social Behaviour – 7 
Domestic Incidents – 30 
Disturbance in a public place – 6 
Burglaries – 4 
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 Car Stops conducted by Officers – 5 

 Thefts – 3 

 Criminal Damage – 5 

 Concern for Safety – 8 

 Missing people – 4 

 Road Traffic Collisions – 10 

 Suspicious incident – 2 

 Animal Related (Animals on Road, Dog Bites etc.) – 4 

 Sexual offences – 2 

 Hare Coursing – 1 

 Sudden Deaths – 2 

 Silent 999 calls – 5 

 Dangerous Driving - 4 

 Officers have conducted 6 recorded speed check patrols in Rowde 
along with just under 180 other speed checks in other villages 
around Devizes, Pewsey and Marlborough. Many drivers were 
stopped and dealt with by officers. Please note these are recorded, 
many officers will conduct checks without recording it, as they are 
not required to do so.  

 Our PCSO regularly conducts patrols in the area for suspicious 
activity, school patrols and speed awareness.  

 
5. Looking Forward  
 
Parish Council Discussion on level of precept to set 2019-2020 
 

 The Parish Council’s role is to manage the precept, which is collected in 
tax locally and passed to us by Wiltshire Council. The precept is set every 
year in January. Budget papers were supplied to the Parish Council in 
January. These outlined last year’s expenditure figures, the current year’s 
expected expenditure and the forecast for the coming year.  

 There was a further request for funds to be allocated to: repair the Sands 
Lane track; a village clean-up and the hire of a rip/brush road sweeper; 
solicitor’s fees for issues surrounding the Common.  It was also noted that 
the Parish Council was due to renegotiate its grounds maintenance 
contract again in March. It was agreed to accept all of the local groups’ 
requests from the precept. 

 The Clerk provided a tax precept calculator so that the Parish Council 
would know the impact of any change to the precept. Different options for 
how much to set the precept were discussed.  

 It was commented that the Wiltshire Police and Crime Commissioner was 
proposing a £2.00 per month increase in his precept for this coming year, 
which he received.  

 Wiltshire Council has actively campaigned to the government about not 
capping Parish & Town precepts. This is to enable parishes to carry out 
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works that the unitary authority is no longer able to fund. Wiltshire council 
will still continue to carry out its statutory requirements.  

 It was agreed to increase the parish precept by 1.5% due to increased 
devolution of tasks from Wiltshire Council. All Councillors present were in 
favour. This will result in an increase of £1.04 per year for Band D houses. 
It was noted that inflation is set at 2.7%. 

 
 
6. Emergency Planning 
 
The Parish Council is working on a new Emergency Plan. We need volunteers 
who would be willing to help in an Emergency. If anyone is able to help with the 
following, please contact the Clerk 
 

Trained first aider 

4x4 owner/driver 

Chainsaw owner 

(tree surgeon) 

Water/food 

supplies 

Medical Supplies 

Flood warden 

 
 
7. Question Time  
 
No questions were asked.  
 
 
Thank you to everyone who presented at the meeting and to everyone who 
attended.   
 

 
The Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday of every month (except 
August) at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. There are currently vacancies on the 
Parish Council if anyone is interested in joining. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend all meetings.  
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                   Date:  
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Chairman of Rowde Parish Council  


