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MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 14th October 2020, 7.30pm, Virtual Meeting operated and recorded by Zoom 

 

 PRESENT: I Whittaker-Axon (Chair), P Bryant (to item 8), W Cherry, J Hawkins, J Dalley, D Pullen, D Revell,  
L Wills  
PRESENT: Cllr Laura Mayes (for items 1- 4) 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert (no apologies sent) 
Apologies: C Stevens 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 
No interests were recorded.  

 

3. Chairman’s Five minutes 

• The Chair referred Councillors to the ‘Good Councillor’s Guide’ and warned against 
aggressive and bullying behaviour towards other Parish Councillors and the Clerk.  
The Parish Council is a collective body which is trying to work together for the good 
of the village, with Councilllors giving up their time voluntarily.  

 

4. Wiltshire Council update, with Cllr L Mayes 
There was a full Cabinet paper on 13th October 2020. Wiltshire Council is supporting the 
request to test and trace and is encouraging everyone who can, to use the NHS app.  

• Wiltshire’s infection rate is low compared with the national rate. Currently 
Wiltshire’s infection rate is 322 per 100,000 people, compared with 643 per 
100,000 nationally.  

• Cllr Mayes highlighted the one-off payments for £500 which are available for 
people who are on low incomes and who have to self-isolate.  

• There are Coronavirus testing centres in Trowbridge, Chippenham, and 
Warminster.  

• Our care homes currently have plenty of PPE. It was noted that care homes are 
being asked by the NHS to take Covid patients being discharged from hospital 
again. 

• There were twelve outbreaks of Covid-19 in schools in the first two weeks of the 
school term. This seems to have stablisied. Thirty-five children in Wiltshire 
currently have Covid-19.  

• If one child in a year group tests positive for Covid-19, the whole year group is sent 
home to self-isolate. The pupils will immediately switch to on-line learning.  

• Only three businesses in Wiltshire have had an outbreak of Covid-19. 

• Cllr Mayes issued caution to Parish Councils when setting the precept this year. 
There will be less people paying council tax now due to the effects of the 
pandemic. At the end of 2019, 5000 people were claiming Universal Credit, now 
the figure is 12, 850.  

• The closure of HfT was discussed in brief, as the details were only just emerging. 
HfT will close in June 2021.  

• Conscience Lane has been resurfaced. There are still some concerns about the 
work carried out at the Rowde end of the lane. 

• The newly formed North Wiltshire Special School (on the site of Rowdeford School) 
has a new board of Governors and a new Headteacher, Sean McEwan.      

 

5. Public Question Time 

• No questions were asked.  

 
 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 9th September 2020  
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The minutes were accepted as an accurate record: proposed by I Whittaker-Axon, 
seconded by P Bryant. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as 
a true record.  

7. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 9th September 2020 

•  The Clerk has made a request to the Community Area Transport Group (CATG) for 
a metal safety barrier at the entrance to Close Lane. Please see item 12 for further 
update. 

• The Clerk has reported a drainage problem to Wiltshire Council, under the bridge 
opposite Slade’s Garage. Wiltshire Council has confirmed that it will investigate 
the problem and will jet it or clear it if is needed.  

• The Clerk has contacted Wiltshire Council about the ditches around Reed Place 
and Springfield Road. The Parish Council has evidence of a broken storm drain 
behind Reed Place and concern has been raised about recent rising water levels. 
Wiltshire Council has replied to say that the ditch is designed to hold water which 
will naturally permeate away, albeit slowly when the ground saturation is high in 
autumn and winter. When the level reaches a certain height, it will flow to the 
brook to the North West of the development. 

•        It is believed that problems in this area relate to the filled in ditch at Rowde 
Primary School. Planning enforcement at Wiltshire Council has confirmed that the 
ditch will be re-instated in the next few weeks.  

• Wiltshire Council has confirmed that the pipework under the field entrance off 
Reed Place, is running clear. It was suggested by the Parish Council that the pipes 
are inadequate and too narrow for the intended purpose. The Clerk will raise this 
issue again with Wilshire Council.  

•  The Parish Council has made a request to the CATG group for a 20mph speed limit 
on Springfield Road. The Parish Council requested a 20mph speed limit and a 
weight restriction on Springfield Road in July 2018. It was refused as it was 
considered that the request related to HGV vehicles.  

• Wiltshire Council has responded to the new request for a 20mph and asked if a 
metro count has been carried out on the road. A metro count is a survey which is 
free for the Parish to request. It is a survey at a single location, and not the whole 
road, which would require a full assessment at a cost of £2,500 to the parish. The 
Parish Council agreed to request a metro count to be placed near to 66 Springfield 
Road, as it is considered that the speeding traffic is heading towards Wheeler 
Road/Silverlands Road. 

• It was asked whether the Community Speedwatch team could locate themselves 
on Springfield Road. The Clerk will ask the Team leader.  

• It was proposed that the Parish Council requests a ‘Children Playing’ sign for 
Springfield Road.  

• A risk assessment has been carried out for the installation of a highways safety 
mirror on the bend at Close Lane. There was a query over the height of the mirror 
so that it does not impede pedestrians or horse riders. The possibility of vandalism 
was also raised.  

•       The cost to purchase the mirror and the post is £184.12. This was proposed by 
L Wills, seconded by D Pullen. All Councillors were in favour.  

• It was proposed that the speed limit bin stickers are bought singly as the cost for 
multi-buys is prohibitive.  
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8. Planning 
Planning Applications  
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•  20/07184/VAR Cedarwood Cock Road Rowde SN10 2PP 
Planning application: Variation of Conditions 2 and 8 of 19/03283/FUL (Demolition 
of existing bungalow and garage and erection of 2 chalet style bungalows) 
Confirmation of Parish Council response – no objections. Deadline 8/10/20 

• 20/08161/FUL, Rowde Water Recycling Centre, The Common, Rowde 
Planning application: by Wessex Water for a Proposed Motor Control Centre Kiosk 
and additional treatment facilities. The Parish Council has submitted a request for 
further information on various matters including noise and odour pollution and 
removal of trees from the site.  
       The application relates only to the building of the motor control centre. The 
remainder of the development will take place within permitted development rules. 
The Parish Council did not object to the application. They stated that they would 
like the motor kiosk to be obscured from view as much as possible. The Parish 
Council would also like to receive follow up details relating to the noise and odour 
studies.  

Reed Place - Phase 2 

• Wiltshire Council has been given approval to work with a company called Rollalong, 
which will provide carbon neutral modern methods of constructing homes from 
their factory. A large majority of the home will be constructed and finished in the 
factory, ready for transportation and to be put on site together. This brings many 
advantages including minimised disruption to those living/working around the 
construction site. The next step is for Wiltshire Council to procure an architect to 
design some possible site layouts.  

•          The Parish Council queried whether the buildings would appear as 
portakabins. The Parish Council will insist on the road being laid in full first before 
construction starts. 

9. Allotments 

• A proposal was put to the Parish Council, which in turn will be shared with 
allotment holders. The proposal is for the Parish Council to provide composting 
facilities at the allotments if it is required by allotment holders.  

• A questionnaire will be circulated to the allotment tenants to check whether they 
would prefer personal composting, or a communal facility sited near the oak tree 
or a mixture of both. If a communal facility is required then it is unlikely to be 
available before January due to work which may take place on the oak tree. The 
composting bins will be created in-house out of building pallets.  

•          A letter from an allotment holder has already been received saying that they 
did not require communal composting facilities.  

• A question was asked about the review of the rules and regulations for allotments. 
This is a separate piece of work that is being carried out and it will be available for 
consultation at the November meeting of the Parish Council.  

• It was requested that there is a review of the allotment rents. The Clerk and L Wills 
will look at charges made by neighbouring councils.  

• There was discussion about the requirement of a grab lorry to remove waste from 
the allotment sites in the event of a clear-up. The cost would range from £170 - 
£250. The waste must be separated very carefully though for this to be a viable 
option. It was proposed that a working party could carry out work to cut back the 
remainder of the overhanging hedge from the playing field on weekend of 14th/ 
15th November.  

• A visual inspection has been carried out the oak tree. There is concern about the 
condition of the tree after damage that was caused in the storms in January. 
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Quotes are being sought for work that needs to be carried out. A Tree Preservation 
Order is also in place on the tree, so any work needed will have planning 
permission from Wiltshire Council.  

• Condolences have been passed to Mr Franco Volpi’s family after his sudden 
passing. Mr Volpi’s family has approached the Parish Council about siting a 
memorial bench for Franco on the allotment site. The Parish Council were in 
unanimous favour of this. The Clerk will continue with the arrangements in co-
ordination with the Parish Council.  

10. Playing Fields Updates 

• It is being proposed that four football teams will use the playing field moving 
forward. The youth teams will pay £15.00 per match. The adult teams will pay 
£25.00 per match. (Proposed by I Whittaker-Axon, seconded by D Pullen. All 
Councillors were in favour).  

• The Parish Council thanked J Dalley and D Revell for arranging for the purchase 
and collection of new goals posts for the playing field. These posts will remain in 
situ and can be used by people in the village. 

• D Packer is thanked for his continued support of the playing field and all the work 
that he carries out to ensure that football matches can take place there.  

•        The Clerk will order white liner for the pitches.  

• D Revell was thanked for jet washing the play equipment in the small playing field. 
Thanks, were also given to Coppards Plant Hire for the free donation of the use of 
the jet washer.  
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11. Footpaths Update 

• D Revell has reviewed the damaged bridges and has kindly agreed to repair the 
bridge on the permissive footpath (new posts are required – JD to arrange)  

- D Revell believes that the steel bridge on footpath can also be repaired (ROWD11 – 
side of bridge has fallen away) 

• It was noted that some of the signage for the footpaths is confusing. D Revell has 
agreed to report back when he notes that there is a matter that needs attention.  

• It was noted that Footpath ROWD24 (The Common) has had its stile missing for 
over a year.  

• Wiltshire Council has made a Tree Preservation Order on the hedgerow that 
borders the permissive footpath with Buena Vista, opposite the Rowdey Cow 
entrance, to ensure that the hedge is not cut down, topped, lopped, uprooted or 
willfully damaged or destroyed to safeguard the visual amenity, wildlife value and 
character of the area.  

 
 
D.R 

12. Highways 

• Update on the Parish Steward’s Visit. W Cherry met with the Parish Steward to 
discuss highways issues around the village. There were many overhanging hedges 
identified. Some of the dangerous brambles were cut back.  

• The Clerk has since written to a resident to ask them to cut their hedge back.  

• Some village signs are being obscured by overhanging branches and trees, for 
example the ‘School’ sign on the A342 from Devizes. W Cherry agreed to look at 
these areas.  

Community Area Transport Group (CATG) update 

• This is the first meeting that has been held since February 2020 (pre-Covid).  

• The remainder of the budget for CATG for this year is £5000. It was clear from the 
meeting that parishes will be expected to fund their own requests through 
increases in the precept moving forward as CATG does not have sufficient funds to 
cover all of the requests.   
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• The Parish Council currently has two active requests before CATG. Our request for 
a footpath for the entrance of Tanis has been stalled due to social distancing 
prioritisation work. It is unlikely to be considered for a substantive CATG bid before 
2021. It remains on the CATG list on their priority schedule.  

• The Parish Council has also requested a ‘Road Narrowing’ sign by West End Farm, 
the High Street and asked CATG to consider a metal safety barrier at the Close 
Lane junction. CATG has agreed to look at that whole section of road, with regards 
to soil encroachment on the road, over-hanging hedges, road markings. They did 
not think there would be sufficient space to install a metal barrier. There was a 
question mark about the efficacy of the existing chevron and agreed to look at its 
long-term effectiveness and will look at replacing it if needed.   

13. The Common – update 

• The regular travellers that have been resident beyond the crossroads on the 
Common have moved on to now. A further update was received from a resident to 
say that there are still caravans in situ on the Common, beyond the crossroads.  

• L Tovey and F Drake are due to the cut the hedges along the Common. Very many 
thanks to L Tovey & F Drake for undertaking this work.  

 

14. Social Media Update & Social events 

• Complaints have been made about parking on grass verges on the High Street 

• There is concern that road signs are obscured. A request has been made for 
repeater signs on the A342.   

• Flood issues were raised on the Common during recent heavy rainfall, especially 
near to the stables on Cock Road.  

• A vote was taken on purchasing a Christmas tree for the village. It was proposed by 
I Whittaker-Axon, seconded by J Dalley that the Parish Council purchases a Norway 
Spruce, 4 – 4.5mtrs high, including delivery for £235, plus VAT.   

• The Clerk has ordered the parish Remembrance wreath to be laid at the war 
memorial on Remembrance Sunday.  
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15. Financial Matters 
Payments were approved for the following, proposed by I Whittaker-Axon, seconded by I L 
Wills. All Councillors were in favour.  
 
September invoices (total: £2, 241.77) 
Admin costs: £1, 342.02 
Grounds maintenance: £632.75 
Allotments & playing field: £267.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

20. Correspondence 

• There was no additional correspondence to report on.  

 
 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 11th November 2020, 7.30pm. This will be a 

virtual Zoom meeting. Please contact the Clerk for a code to join the meeting, at 
least the day before the meeting.  

Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods must be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


