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MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 13th February 2019, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley, Y Pullen, C Stevens, I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills   

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Apologies: S Mundy 
Cllr L Mayes (on leave) 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 
J Hawkins noted that he would not vote on agenda item 10: Demolition of the 
pavilion. 

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 
 It is with sadness that The Parish Council sent their condolences to the family 

of Keith Stevens, who recently passed away.  K Stevens had helped the Parish 
Council with many jobs over the years.  

 The Chair noted that the Parish Council’s records at the Wiltshire and Swindon 
History Centre in Chippenham are incomplete.  The minutes are missing from 
31 Jan 1997 to 26 April 2001. If anyone has copies of these minuets, please 
contact the Clerk or the Chair so that copies can be made and deposited at the 
records office in Chippenham.  

 The Parish Council thanked James Collett for kindly disposing of the Village 
Christmas tree.  

 
 

4. Presentation on ‘Community Led Housing’ with James Taylor 
J Taylor was supported by his colleague Vicky Bodman, who are both Community Led 
Housing managers. Community First, Wiltshire Community Land Trust and Wiltshire 
Council have entered into a partnership project to deliver Community Led Housing 
advice and information to the communities of Wiltshire. 
What is Community Led Housing? 
Community Led Housing is about local people taking a leading and lasting role in 
solving housing problems in their community. Such proposals must have meaningful 
community involvement; where the community group owns, manages or stewards 
the homes in a manner of their choosing; and the benefits to the community are 
clearly defined and legally protected in perpetuity. They can be delivered directly by 
the community or through partnership working. The key is that the community are 
empowered to address their housing needs. 
A number of community groups have formed already, including a group in Seend and 
Bromham.  Community Led Housing are assisting them with addressing their housing 
needs. 
Volunteers would be needed to form a group. The benefits of creating a group would 
be to make a difference to your community, get to know your neighbours, more 
knowledge of your local community, and it could be fun! 

 The importance of being on the housing register was highlighted if you need 
housing in Wiltshire. There is one housing register and that is: homes4 
Wiltshire. There is also an open market register which provides intermediate 
housing solutions: discount market sale, shared ownership. 

 

5. Questions & Answers with James Jenkison, Sandridge Solar Farm to discuss solar 
technology 
J Jenkison works for The Foresight Group which manages 60 – 70 solar farms 
throughout the country. They will manage Sandridge Solar Farm when it is handed 
over by the construction company in Sept/Oct 2019.  
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All Solar farms have different conditions attached to their planning conditions. Some 
had permanent conditions made. Different local authorities have dealt with the 
planning applications for solar farms in different ways. If a longer planning permission 
is in place, then it is possible to think about leases and battery storage which occurs 
later in the life of a solar farm.  
The Foresight Group is looking to extend the life of the solar farm at Sandridge from 
25 to 40 years. After 25 years the warranty output is 80% but the Foresight Group is 
finding that solar farms are performing better than that. The solar panels are long life 
and can last up to 40 years. Inverters/transformers sometimes have to be replaced 
after 2 years.  
Questions asked: Was it agreed that the site was to be decommissioned and returned 
to farming land after the initial 25 years? A: yes.  
Q: has planning permission already been extended for other sites? A: Yes, for about 
15 sites 
Q: have any of those sites been in Wiltshire? A: Yes, in Trowbridge, north of Swindon 
and Calne. 
Q: have they started to make community payments to Rowde?  Yes. The Clerk 
confirmed that payments have been received from the Solar Farm community fund 
and that these funds have been ring-fenced.  
J Jenkison said that a tour of the site would be possible soon. Dates will be circulated 
to the Clerk in the near future.   

6. Public Question Time 

 A comment was made about the ongoing maintenance of the planters. It is 
hoped that the planters will be maintained by the people who initially 
volunteered to take them over. The Clerk will enquire about the maintenance 
of the planter on the edge of Rowde Court Road/Marsh Lane.  

 The Parish Council has cut back the hedge along the pavement on the High 
Street and the drive up to the church. The top of the hedge was not cut due to 
costs. The Clerk will contact Aster and ask if they will cut the top of the hedge.  

 A complaint was made about the Parish Council not helping to clear the snow 
on the snow day on 1st February. Also, the grit bins need filling. A request was 
made for a grit bin to be purchased for Tanis and for Reed Place. The Clerk will 
investigate costs for purchasing new grit bins. The Parish Council will re-visit 
the Emergency plan at the next Parish Council meeting.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk.  
 
 
Clerk.  
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

7. Wiltshire Council Update 

 Statutory Consultation on the vision for special needs schools 
The statutory consultation on Wiltshire Council’s proposal to invest £20m into a new 
centre of excellence for pupils with special needs and disabilities on the site at 
Rowdeford School is now open. This will result in the closure of Larkrise School in 
Trowbridge & St Nicholas School in Chippenham and Rowdeford School, as it is now. 
These will close in 2023. The consultation is open until 1st March 2019. Responses can 
be made through Wiltshire Council’s website consultation page; or by e-mailing 
specialschools@wiltshire.gov.uk or at open meetings for parents/carers run by 
Wiltshire Parent Carer Council (WPCC) which will be advertised on their website.  

 Rowde Parish Council did not have anything further to add to their original 
response to the proposal.  

 Draft Recommendations of the Local Government Boundary Commission – 
Electoral Review of Wiltshire Council 

The Local Government Boundary Commission are proposing that Wiltshire should 
continue to have 98 councillors in the future.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The Commission has launched a 10 week public consultation on the 
recommendations which will run until 15th April 2019. The consultation is open to 
anyone who wants to have their say on new council divisions, division boundaries and 
division names across Wiltshire.  
The full recommendations are available on the commission website at: 
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk 
Wiltshire Council Electoral Review will accept copies of any submission right up to the 
deadline.  

 Update from Devizes Area Board meeting 9/1/19. 
- Angus McPherson, Wiltshire Police and Crime Commissioner, spoke about his 

intention to increase the policing precept for Wiltshire by £2.00 per 
household/per month. It is intended that this extra money will be spent on 41 
new front line police officers and 2 cyber officers.  

- Update from Fire Service: all 181 high rise blocks of flats in Dorset & Wiltshire 
have been audited and none of them have the material in them that 
contributed to the Grenfell fire disaster.  

- Devizes Town Council has put together a package of services which they wish 
to have devolved from Wiltshire Council, including taking over the 
management of the Market Place and the Shambles.  

- The Community Area Transport Group (CATG) had not met since the previous 
Area Board meeting. It was noted that it is possible to view all ongoing 
roadworks though the following website: streetworks.wiltshire.gov.uk 

- Assize Courts have been bought by the Devizes Assizes Court Trust. They now 
need to raise a further £10million to renovate the building.  It is intended that 
it will house the Devizes museum. The Trust are looking for local volunteers to 
help fundraise for the project.  

- Wiltshire Council has now agreed a 2.99% increase to their council tax.  
- National Armed forces Day will take place in Salisbury this year, from 28 – 30 

June 2019, on Hudson’s field, which is next to Salisbury Rugby Club, near old 
Sarum.  

 The Parish Council was disappointed that Cllr Mayes had not attended the 
meeting [Cllr Mayes was on holiday], and had sent apologies for previous 
meetings. The Parish Council feels that the role of the County Councillor at 
Parish Council level is very important and is concerned about losing its links 
with the Council.  

 It was asked if the Clerk could find out if Potterne and Bromham are being 
covered by their respective temporary concilllors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

8.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 9th January 2019 
The minutes are accepted as accurate: proposed by L Wills, seconded J Dalley 
All Councillors who were present at that meeting were in favour of accepting them as 
a true record. 

 

9. Matters arising & actions from the Parish Council meeting held on 9th January 
2019   

 The Clerk has requested that the Parish Steward clears the path and cuts back 
the hedgerow from Cock Road to St Matthew’s Church 

 Details of how to start a Neighbourhood Plan were circulated to the Rowde 
Village News.  

 The Parish Council has requested that the hedgerow overhanging the 
pavement on the High Street and along the church drive is cut back.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/
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 Repairs have been carried out to equipment in the small playing field, free of 
charge.  

 S Mundy has repaired the bridge on the permissive footpath, in the first field 
opposite the Rowdey Cow entrance.  

 Details of the Rowde Village walks booklet have been shared with the Rowde 
Village News. If anyone is interested in helping to walk the walks or revise the 
booklet, please contact B Barrett tel: 01380 722186. 

 Repairs to the streetlights at the back of the Village Hall, on the footpath to 
the Church, and near to Tower View/Cock Road footpath are scheduled for 
repair.  

 A request has been by a representative from HfT for some kerbs to be 
dropped in the village to help their residents walk to the bus stop and to 
Church. One of the kerbs requested is across Springfield Road (Marsh Lane) 
and across Marsh Lane into Rowde Court Road. It was mentioned by a 
member of the audience that there was a dropped kerb plans made some 
years ago. The Clerk will seek out the plan and look at it in conjunction with 
recent requests, including access from Tower View to the village shop. It was 
agreed that a small group would meet to look at the dropped kerbs needed. 
The Clerk will arrange a date with members of the Parish Council to meet.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10.  Discussion on tender documents received for demolition of the pavilion 

 The tender document was submitted to four contractors. The Parish Council 
has received quotations from two of the contractors.  

 There were no exclusions on either tender bid. It was proposed by the Chair 
that it was acceptable to choose from two quotations, as Wiltshire Council has 
recently been in the same situation, otherwise the whole tender process 
would have be repeated.  

 It was proposed by I Whittaker-Axon, seconded by L Wills, all Councillors who 
voted were in favour of accepting the lowest bid (J Hawkins abstained) The 
cost for the project will be £7850.00 exc of VAT.   

 It will take a minimum of 6 weeks to submit the planning paperwork. It is 
hoped that the contractor will start in May.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. The Common – Responsibilities, liabilities and future actions.  

 Planning Application for consideration: 19/01258/FUL Application for Full 
Planning Proposal:- Ancillary/equipment and food store shed, 2 x animal 
shelters, goat den and poultry house At: Land south of Rowde Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 1ST. Deadline date 6th March 2019. 

 The Parish Council objected to the application. The Parish Council thought that 
the application was incomplete because it does not mention access to the site, 
which would have to be across Rowde Common, which is under the 
stewardship of the Parish Council.  

 The Clerk will speak with the planning officer about the application.  

 Discussion on Parish Council’s remit and responsibility  

 The Chair has been researching details of land on the Common that has been 
registered to the Parish Council. It appears that the Parish Council is 
responsible for the length of the Common that borders Cock Road and in 
addition, three fields. It appears that the land was registered on behalf of 
Rowde Parish Council by Wiltshire Council.  

 I Whittaker-Axon, L Wills and the Clerk will meet with the Chair to collate the 
documents. It was suggested that the documents are presented to Community 
First in the first instance for advice on how to proceed.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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 New planning application: 19/01115/FUL Bridge House, Caen Hill – single storey 
extension.  

 This application was viewed at the Parish Council meeting. The Clerk 
suggested requesting an extension for time to discuss the application. 
The Parish Council did not feel that it needed further time to discuss 
the application and had no objections to the plans.  

 

12. Council House Build Programme Phase II – outline suggestion to develop on land off 
Reed Place – volunteers needed to deliver questionnaire around village.  

 Housing Needs Survey 
The Housing Needs Survey for Rowde is scheduled to take place between 12th March 
to the 15th April, in order to inform phase II of the affordable housing proposals.  The 
Clerk will collect the survey forms from County Hall. It is hoped that volunteers will 
help to deliver the form to every household in the parish.  

 Wiltshire Council is waiting for the topographical survey results and is carrying 
out in house activities regarding de-risking the site (any title/legal matters 
etc.). When they have a clear picture of the exact housing needs in the village, 
they can start to design a project to meet this and discuss further with the 
Parish Council. 

 

13. Allotments Update 

 The mains water is turned off until the end of February.  

 C Stevens will propose a slight amendment to the allotment agreements.  

 It was asked what will happen to tenants who are not working their allotment 
plots. C Stevens will let the Clerk know if any plots are consistently unworked 
so that a letter can be sent to the tenant.   

 There was a discussion about whether the Parish Council needs to supply the 
allotments with toilet facilities when the pavilion has been demolished.   

 
 

14. Facebook Update 

  There were no matters to update on.  

 

15. Financial matters & monthly invoices for January (total £2,000.74).  
Payment for invoices were proposed by C Stevens, seconded by L Wills.  All 
Councillors were in favour.  
January invoices breakdown  
Admin costs: £1,214.88  
Grounds maintenance: £663.86 
Subs, meeting room hire: 122.00 
Total: £2,000.74 

  No changes were made to the financial standing orders.  

 The Parish Council acknowledged the reports from the internal and external 
audits of the Parish Council finances for 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 

16. Correspondence 

 Police update for Rowde 

 2nd January two males were arrested on suspicion of Hare Coursing in Rowde.  

 6th January there was a collision between two cars, causing minor injury to one 
female.  

 21st January on Dunkirk Hill there was a single vehicle collision where a car 
overturned.  

 25th January was a further incident regarding a car and pedestrian on Dunkirk 
Hill.  

 On 23rd January, on Roundway Hill a ewe died, thought to be from a dog 
attack.  
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- The Chair noted that work carried on the WW1 soldiers from Rowde will go on 
display in Devizes this summer.  

- It was reported that there is a fault with the street lights from 1 Devizes Road 
to Conscience Cottages. [The Clerk has reported this fault] 

 Streetlights at the junction with Marsh Lane and Caen Hill are not working and 
have not been working for some time. The Clerk will report this.  

 Plans are progressing for the Scooter event in July on the large playing field. 
The grass needs to be cut by Tuesday 2nd July at the latest.  

 It was asked if The Hill could be put on the agenda for the next meeting, with 
regards to the grassed areas. L Wills will put a post on Facebook asking for 
residents input.  

 The street sign for Reed Place is twisted and needs replacing. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
L Wills 
Clerk 

17. Date of next meeting 
 Next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th March 2019. 
 The next Area Board Meeting will be held on Monday 18 March 2019 at 

Devizes Hub and Library, Sheep Street  

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......... 

................................................ Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


