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Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(Amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Rebekah Jeffries and she can be 
contacted at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or 01380 720988.

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729459

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Opening Hours 
Monday 5-11 (no food)
Tuesday - Thursday 12-11       
food 12-9
Friday and Saturday 12-12 
food 12-9
Sunday 12-11   food 12-9 
including carvery 12-2.30

Call 01380 739567 to book

Skittle Alley available for functions

Facebook page ‘The Cross Keys’

Kelly and her team welcome you to our village pub, serving great 
local beer, and home cooked food including Homemade pizzas, 
burgers, daily specials, kids menu and mature menu (age 60+)
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

Cover Photo
The super front cover shot ‘Autumn Leaves in 
Rowde’ was sent in this month by Rosie Berry.

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the November edition of the 
Rowde Village News and I hope you enjoy 
reading it.
After their Summer break, the school 
reports are back (see pages 8 and 9) and 
also after a break, the Parish Council report 
is reinstated on pages 10 and 11. 
There’s the usual submissions from the 
local clubs and societies plus one or two 
other interesting features. There is very 
good advice on crime prevention by our 
community policing team on page 22 and 
some equally excellent advice on how to 
keep your tumble dryer fire safe on page 26.
A new feature, ‘Rowde in Pictures’, on page 
23 will enable you to display any interesting 
photographs you may have taken around 
the village on your mobile phone. I’ve kicked 
it off with a few pics I took last month.
There’s much to read on the local news pages 
(28 to 31). Of particular interest to me was the 
reopening of St Matthew’s cafe last month. I 
have sampled what they have to offer a couple 
of times already and must say it is definitely 
worth popping in if you like a good cuppa and 
a quality cake for very little money.
Finally, with the festive season approaching, 
do check out the village diary on page 55 for 
all the events being planned for us in and 
around the village.
Mind how you go, Ed
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
A special meeting was held on August 29th 
to decide the future of the Ladies Club. It was 
agreed by all that we should continue and 
hopefully get new members.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.S.Elvin, Mrs.M.Hayter, 
Mrs.C.Morris and Mrs.J.Frost.
It was also decided to have a meeting on 
October 31st when Mrs Morris will show us how 
to make Tulips and other items from paper.
At the meeting on September 26th we were 
pleased to welcome members of the Sewing 
Circle who came along to see and hear about the 
lovely tapestries sewn by Mr Johnnie Parsons.
He told us how he started and the stories behind 
each of his works, which he did from memory 
and without drawing the design first. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.C.Sault, Mrs.M.Francis, 
Mrs.M.Hiscock, Mrs.M.Hayter and Mrs.R.Stevens.
The annual Christmas evening will be held on 
November 28th in the Village Hall when we will be 
inviting Devizes Evening W.I. and Bromham Wives 
Group to join us for refreshments and entertainment.

Di. Buckland , Secretary 01380723049

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

The members met in the Village Hall on 
September 5th and enjoyed the lovely Birthday 
Cake made by Mrs.P.Chorley for her husband 

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
Another very successful Ploughman’s Lunch 
was held on September 16th in the Hall with
over 60 meals being served and realising £365 
for Village Hall Funds.
Raffle winners were: B.Cross, A.Watters, 
K.Hicketts, L.Loll, D.Handy, B.Plumb, V.Reed, 
Joe and S.Hicketts.
The next event will be the Bazaar on December 
2nd. (See separate item regarding this)
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
(for the hearing impaired)

The members of the HIway Club (for the Hearing 
Impaired) met in the Village Hall on August 30th 
and had an Auction Sale with a difference as the 
items members had brought along were all put 
into boxes and no-one knew what was in each 
box and members just bid on the boxes!
Miss E Harris did a fine job of auctioning the 
boxes and getting the best possible prices!
After all the items had been sold it was exciting to 
open the boxes purchased and reveal the contents!
The meeting to be held on September 27th.
when Mr.D. Little was to talk on Postcards  was 
postponed until the New Year as many of the 
members were sick or incapasitated.
No meeting in October, next meeting will be the 
annual Christmas evening on November 29th.
Di. Buckland (Secretary) 723049

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
Bromham and Rowde Day Centre for Older People

No report this month.
Caroline Culley, 01380 850531 or 07557 983940
The Monday Club is a community day 
centre and lunch club for older residents 
of Bromham and Rowde.  It is grant aided 
through Wiltshire Council.

Brian’s birthday. Card Bingo followed with 
Mr.B.Chorley, Mrs.M.Hayter and Mrs.D.Reeves 
being the winners.
At the meeting on October 3rd members 
were pleased to welcome two pupils from the 
Rowde C of E Primary Academy who kindly 
brought along items from their Harvest Festival 
which was distributed among the members.  
It was also time to celebrate the birthday of 
Di. Buckland with the usual ‘tipple’ and small 
cakes. After a good ‘natter’ we enjoyed Card 
Bingo with Mrs.M.Hayter and Mr.B.Chorley 
again being the winners!
We meet again on November 7th at 2.30pm in 
the Village Hall and will be having our Christmas 
Dinner at the Cross Keys in December.
Daphne Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of                       

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean, Reliable and Professional service
Insurance certificate supplied with each sweep

Standard Sweep £40
Enquiries call James on 07849 423883
Email: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com

Website: jfchimneysweep.co.uk
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The Benefice of Rowde and Bromham 
Junior Church Choir 

(A Royal School of Church Music affiliated choir) 

Does your child enjoy singing?   
 The Junior Church Choir has now been running for over 2 years! 
 We are looking for more boys and girls aged between 7 and 16 

to join our choir 
 We sing a wide range of music – both traditional and modern  
 Weekly rehearsals are held at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde on 

Thursdays from 6:15 pm to 7:15 pm during term time 
 The choir sings at both Rowde and Bromham parish churches 

each month and further afield including Salisbury Cathedral 
 All musical training will be given using the Royal School of 

Church Music Voice for Life scheme 
 No experience necessary – just enthusiasm and commitment to 

the choir! 

Contact: Sally Wadsworth 01380 859052 or Rev John Rees 01380 859646 
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Contact: Victoria Bolley 01225 972096 or 07481 991277

ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

a great present at
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 

Rowde

victoriam1984@hotmail.co.uk
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 8th November. Contact Ann on 01380 724788 for 
further info.

BOOK REVIEW
Trespass by Rose Tremain

Not many members had read the book but those who had 
found it a good read. Set mainly in the Massif Centrale region of 
France where Aramon, the owner of the Mas Lunel, an isolated 
farmhouse, is so haunted by his past he drinks, lets his hunting 
dogs starve and the land go to ruin. Within sight of the Mas Lunel 
lives his sister Audrun in her neat, modern bungalow dreaming of 
retribution for the way she was treated by Aramon and her father.  
Then Anthony Verey, a wealthy antique dealer from London, 
staying in the region with his sister decides to buy the Mas setting 
in motion an unstoppable series of consequences.
I found the beginning a bit disjointed as we hop from one character to 
another but once I was familiar with them all I really enjoyed the book.  
Having just returned from France it was very evocative of the country 
life there and how so many outsiders are buying up cheap property 
and it’s all about the houses where it used to be all about the land.
This month is a ‘free read’ and then it’s Christmas!!
Ann Swan

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:           01225 713000
Parking:           01380 734812
Pest control:           01380 734721
Planning:           01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste:                0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages:  
                        01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence) Freephone: 0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:                 01225 777234
School admissions:          01225 713010
School special educational needs:      01225 718095
School transport:          01225 713004
Social care – adults:                      0300 456 0111
Social care – children:                      01225 773500
Street care and cleaning:         01380 734849

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given 
and views expressed in this magazine are 
generally as supplied by the contributors. 
Our personal comments may sometimes be 
expressed in the editorial on page 3 and if 
our views are given elsewhere, they will be 
credited as so. In addition, much of the local 
news items is sourced directly from other 
publications and the internet. We therefore 
apologise for any inaccuracies published 
but regrettably we have no control over 
this possibility happening. We will however 
publish any corrections notified to us as 
soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor

SPANISH TUITION 
Native language tutor offering Spanish lessons and Translation 
 GCSEs and A levels: experience on 

preparing students for various exams: 
 AQA, Edexcel, Common Entrance & 

International Baccalaureate. 
 Adult tuition to all levels: beginners, 

intermediate & advance. 
 References available if required. 

 Contact Patricia Córdoba on: 

pcordoba@hiberniatype.com 
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We had wanted to try out the Outside Chance, a 
country pub situated in the picturesque village of 
Manton, just outside Marlborough, for a long time - and 
the opportunity presented itself when we had to collect 
our daughter from the recent Marlborough Mop on a 
Saturday night - so we made an evening out of it and 
booked a table for two.
The Outside Chance was created in 2008 from the 
gambling winnings of Howard Spooner’s racehorse 
‘Only Dreams‘, a 100-1 winner at Leicester - which 
also inspired its name. We had heard that the Outside 
Chance was serving delicious classic food from top 
quality local produce as well as Wadworth fine ales - 
so we had to try it for ourselves!
Inside the traditional and cosy country pub - full of dark 
oak - the walls are adorned with equestrian-themed 
pictures, most of them photographs of acclaimed 
jockeys and their price winning horses through the 
ages. Even though the pub is described on the internet 
as ‘gastro pub’ it has a very down to earth, traditional 
and welcoming country pub feel about it. The staff are 
cheerful, friendly and attentive without being intrusive. 
The atmosphere is very relaxed and inviting.
The menu was varied and all the dishes sounded 
so delicious, we had problems choosing. In the end 
my husband decided to have ‘Bloody Lovely Scotch 
Egg, Pickled Silverskin Onions, Dressed Mixed 
Leaves & Red Onion Jam’ for starters at £7.95 and 
I went for the ‘Cajun Breaded Halloumi Fries with 
Dressed Mixed Leaves & Sweet Chilli Dipping Sauce’ 
at £6.95. Both were delicious - and rather filling too! 
For the main I chose a vegetarian dish, the Gnocchi 
with Marlborough Mushrooms, Pine Nuts, Spinach, 
Parmesan & Truffle Oil Cream Sauce (£14.95) - I can 
honestly say that these were the best Gnocchi I’ve 
ever eaten and the mushrooms were so flavoursome, 
an absolutely amazing dish - but yet again; very filling! 
I certainly had no room for a pudding after that very 
generous helping. My husband opted for the “OCB” 
Homemade Hamburger, Red Onion Jam, Smoked 
Applewood Cheddar, Bacon &Gherkins - he devoured 
it with just as much delight as I tucked into my main, 
washed down with a pint of (according to him) very 

EATING OUT - THE OUTSIDE CHANCE

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could write 
us a review please send it to Suzan at 
suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

well kept 6X, while I enjoyed a glass of Chilean 
Sauvignon Blanc Spritzer - as I was the driver.
The pub was buzzing - but not crowded, and there 
was a really nice, laid back atmosphere - we both 
came away happy and determined to not leave it too 
long until our next visit.
The Outside Chance is open all day every day and 
it prides itself to be welcoming to everyone, be it 
the regulars, ladies who lunch, families or groups of 
friends. They also offer a children’s menu and can 
provide high chairs too - and: well-behaved, friendly 
family dogs are always welcome too!
The comfortable interior boasts a splendid log fire at 
its centre and in the warmer season there are plenty 
of outside tables where guests can choose to sit in 
the suntrap terrace with contemporary granite-topped 
tables or in the large garden with sturdy rustic tables 
and benches under ash trees.
As we are entering the colder season, I am sure you’ll 
enjoy the cosy, warm feel that an open fire promises 
and you won’t be disappointed by any of the dishes. 
Everything that we saw being served up looked 
delicious. To view a sample menu visit their website on 
www.theoutsidechance.co.uk
Suzan Jackett

71 High Street, Manton, Nr Marlborough    Tel: 01672 512 352

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly 
fruit and/or veg box supplied 
by your village shop (local 
produce where possible)?

Please pop in or phone 01380 739 800
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Introduction from Mr Loveridge - 
Head teacher
I feel very privileged to be introducing myself 
as the new Head teacher. As many of you will 
know I have already worked at Rowdeford 
School for two years as Deputy Head teacher. 
The positive, warm atmosphere and constant 
drive for improvement at Rowdeford School 
makes it a very special place.
The Outdoor Learning Centre is almost 
complete; we are looking forward to being able 
to fully utilise this space to further enhance our 
‘Learning outside the classroom’ (LoTC).
Introduction from Ms Chard -  
Deputy Head teacher
I would like to take 
the opportunity to 
introduce myself to the 
families and friends 
of Rowdeford School. 
My name is Ms Chard 
and I am the new 
Deputy Head teacher 
from this September. 
I will be taking the 
main responsibility for 
Behaviour, transport, parental support at the 
school, as well as supporting Mr Loveridge. 
I have really enjoyed my first few weeks at 
Rowdeford and the staff and pupils have all 
made me feel very welcome and have helped 
me to settle in. 
Clothes Recycling for Rowdeford School
We have a clothes recycling bank on site for 
any unwanted clothes, bags, belts etc; which 
you may no longer need or want.  Please 
help us raise money for the Green Team for 
projects in school by sending any unwanted 
items to school.
Sponsored walk
The annual Sponsored Walk was a great 
success with years 8 – 11 walking along the 
Canal.  Some did a three-mile walk whilst 
others managed the full 7 miles.
Year seven pupils stayed on site and made 
food from other cultures. They also tried 
their hand at remaking the CBeebies video 
celebrating differences (this is on the school 
website). At lunch, there was an opportunity 
to dance with the staff and older students who 
were helping them.  In the afternoon, they 

joined in their own sponsored walk with a 
difference. Whilst walking, the students went 
through bubbles, a silent disco, tunnels, and 
a paint run! The outcome was a lot of children 
and staff covered in paint. I think it is fair to 
say all had a good time.
Police Community Support Officer 
(PCSO) visit to School.
On Thursday 28th Rowdeford school played 
host to two PCSOs in training. 

Paul and Georgie spent all day at the 
school shadowing Miss Chard and meeting 
students and staff. This was part of their 12 
weeks training to become PCSOs based 
in Devizes. Rowdeford students had the 
opportunity to ask questions about their 

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
Co-operation Responsibility Happiness Resilience Respect Caring
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Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival service was held at 
school.  This year we are, once again, asking 
pupils to bring in food which we can give to 
Devizes Food Bank, who then distribute it to 
local people in need.

The return to school this academic year has 
been really exciting. We have welcomed Taylor 
Made Pre School into our community. They 
have moved here from their old home at St 
Johns up the road to join us. We are enjoying 
having pre-school children back in the school 
and hope that they will be really happy here. 
We also welcomed Miss Hazelton, our new 
year 5 teacher, to Rowde Academy. She has 
joined us from Australia and even though she 
is a long way from home, we hope that she 
will enjoy being part of the team and feel soon 
very much at home here. 
We are very excited 
about our new school 
uniform; our new logo 
adorns our jumpers, 
and the matching tie 
worn by the children in 
KS2 really sets it off. 
Every child in years 
3,4,5 and 6 were 
given a tie at the start 
of the year and they 
all look really smart.
We also have a new head boy and girl; 
Tommy Mortimer and Maddie Harris took up 
their positions from September. They have 
already made a positive start by introducing 
assemblies and proposing fund raising ideas.
What a busy first half term we have had 
here! With everyone having got stuck into 
the new year and working hard, the weeks 
have just flown by and the children have 
earned themselves their first half term 
break. Our pupils continued to enjoy the 
daily routine of coming into the class and 

participating in morning activities and quiet 
games before taking part in a short PSHE 
session to deal with any problems they 
may have faced, in or indeed out of school. 
They then move into their English lesson 
before break and maths before lunch. Every 
class is now doing maths and English at the 
same time, giving a huge feel of continuity 
throughout the school, allowing children to 
work in a calm, structured and organised 
environment. After lunch children come 
in and carry out various activities such as 
spelling, phonics and guided reading before 
taking part in the afternoon activities which 
could be RE, Science, Art, PE, Computing 
and much, much more. 
In Year 3 our topic has been Healthy 
Eating, so we went to Pizza Express on 
a school trip so that the children could 
experience making their own food. They 
enjoyed rolling out the dough, followed by 
spreading the tomato sauce and sprinkling 
on the mozzarella in order to make their 
very own delicious Margherita Pizza. 
While their pizzas were being cooked they 
learned about all the various ingredients 
that go into Italian dishes as well as some 
crazy facts. For example: Did you know that 
there are over ten thousand different types 
of mushrooms?… and that’s only the ones 
we know about!
Our children really never stop learning - 
wherever they are, whatever they do – and 
they have a great deal of fun while they are 
doing it too! 
You can now follow us on twitter at Rowde C 
of E Primary @RowdeSchool or on Facebook. 

NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY
Our bright start leads to their bright future

jobs. The PCSOs also visited a number 
of lessons. The year 11s had prepared 
questions in their English lesson to help 
write a job advert. They also met the year 
7s who had many questions about the law 
and especially road safety, which happens 
to be their topic for this term.   Year 8 
decided that they were all interested in 
becoming PCSOs in the future. The cookery 
class made sure the PCSOs were fed and 
made them toasties.  Georgie and Paul said 
they really enjoyed meeting the students 
and visiting the school and commented 
on how polite and interested they found 
Rowdeford students. They are keen to re-
visit once fully qualified.
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Your Parish Council
Parish Council meeting - Update
The information below is current at the time of the Parish 
Council meeting.  If events or information have changed 
since the meeting, they can not be reflected here. Please 
note, this a representation of the meeting and not the 
minutes in full. A full set of the minutes can be viewed at: 
www.rowdevillage.org, on the village noticeboards, or by 
application to the Clerk. 
If you would like further information on any Parish Council 
matter, please contact the Parish Clerk, tel: 01380 
720988, rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Welcome 
To Paul Lucas, who has been co-opted to join the Parish Council. 
• John Hawkins has been elected as Vice-Chair of 
the Parish Council. 
How to Join
There are two vacancies on the Parish Council.  
If you are interested in shaping the future of the village and 
would like to become a Parish Councillor, you can be co-
opted onto the Parish Council. You are invited to attend a 
Parish Council meeting in the first instance as an observer. 
At the following meeting, the Parish Council would vote to 
co-opt you onto the Council. If you would like more details 
on how to join the Parish Council or about being a Parish 
Councillor, please contact Rebekah Jeffries, the Parish 
Clerk (01380 720988, rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com).  
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council meetings 
on 13th September & 11th October were:
Planning
Malthouse Farm: Proposed development 
In the October meeting, the Parish Council considered an 
outline planning application to build seven dwellings on 
land at Malthouse Farm. 
Residents from the areas adjacent to the proposed site 
were strongly represented in the audience and raised 
their concerns about the proposal. Residents have also 
submitted letters to Wiltshire Council to object to the 
proposed development. 
Arguments made against the development included: 
• The impact on the listed buildings on Bunnies 
Lane (Myrtle Farm & Ashwins Barn) 
• The height of the embankment overlooking 
Bunnies Lane which the proposed development will be 
built on. 
• Concern about pedestrian safety, with no 
pavements along Cock Road, or Bunnies Lane. This 
situation will become worse with more residents. 
• The wish to preserve the heritage of Bunnies Lane. 
• The paddock has been used for grazing and 
agriculture for over 200 years. 
After much discussion, the Parish Council voted to 
support the application with conditions. The conditions 
were around the height of the proposed building opposite 
Myrtle Farm; pedestrian safety and insufficient parking 
spaces planned for the new site. 
Cllr Cuthbert represented views of the residents who 
objected to the application. It was noted that there 
were no representations from the rest of the village. If 
Wiltshire Council planning officers intend to approve the 
application, Cllr Cuthbert will request that the application 
is heard by the planning committee at Wiltshire Council 
instead which consists of County Councillors. All parties 
will be given the opportunity to attend the meeting and to 
make representations. 

Further Planning Applications
• 17/06898/FUL Mulberry Lodge House, Close 
Lane, Rowde: alterations and conversion of existing 
coach house and stables to residential use. The 
Parish Council had no objections to the application but 
requested that building work should take place when it 
would least affect the bats.
• 17/07630/PNCOU – Iron Pear Tree Farm: Prior 
Notification of Change of Use (PNCOU) to change use 
of agricultural buildings to domestic dwellings. Neither the 
Parish Council nor the neighbours have been consulted 
on this application, as is the usual procedure for a 
PNCOU application.  
Dogs
There has been a further incident of dogs worrying 
livestock in the parish. The Community Police are 
currently investigating this matter. The Police have 
reminded the parish that worrying livestock is an offence 
and dogs should be kept under proper control. The dog 
owners could be prosecuted. 
There have been many reports of dog fouling around 
Reed Place and Silverlands Road. It is a crime not to 
pick up after your dog and it is also seriously anti-social. 
Please respect your neighbours and your environment by 
picking up your dog waste. Offenders will be reported to 
the Dog Warden at Wiltshire Council. 
Archery
Two archery taster sessions have been held for children 
in the village. Two further sessions will be held in the 
October half term holiday. If anyone is interested in 
archery sessions, please contact Kevin Whitehorn, at 
aimontheplain@gmail.com, tel: 07590 691715 (See 
article on page 30).
Village Infrastructure
Potential footpath in Tanis
• Some Parish Councillors have met with a 
representative from Wiltshire Council regarding the 
possibility of creating a footpath at the junction of 
Conscience Lane. The preference would be to create a 
footpath that is roadside, costs permitting. 
• The Clerk has had an initial meeting with a 
surveyor to discuss the possibility of having plans made 
of a potential path. 
• It was agreed that a small working party would 
meet to discuss this matter further. 
Planters
The planters on the pavement next to Manor Farm have 
been re-positioned and are ready for planting. One of the 
planters has been moved to Marsh Lane at the junction 
with Rowde Court Road. 
• Jim Butler was thanked for supplying the soil for 
the planters. 
Fencing – small playing field
The fence which borders the small playing field and 
Tower View has been repaired. The panels are still in 
good condition and it was decided not to replace the 
whole fence at this time. 
Ransom strip
The Christmas tree planted in the ransom strip alongside 
St. Matthew’s Church has been cut down, as agreed with 
all parties. 
Highways
• L Wills has carried out a survey of traffic 
travelling along Conscience Lane past Rowdefield Farm 
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at rush hour times over a period of two weeks. It is hoped 
that this data will encourage Wiltshire Council to commit 
to long term repairs of the road. 
• Cllr Cuthbert suggested that the Parish Council 
contacts Cllr Atiqul Hoque, Wiltshire Council Portfolio 
holder for Streetscene to ask if he will discuss tri-parish 
issues regarding highways safety, and the ongoing 
problems with Conscience Lane.
• There was an accident on Conscience Lane w/c 
9th October, whereby a motor cyclist was knocked off 
her bike into the ditch. The driver did not stop; neither did 
the three cars that followed. The motorcyclist was finally 
helped up by Mrs Sartin from Rowdefield Farm. The 
motorcyclist was unharmed. 
• The Parish Council has responded 
to Wiltshire Council’s request for new parking 
restrictions in the village and requested double yellow 
lines at the junctions of Marsh Lane and Springfield 
Road with the High Street. 
o The Chair noted that an over application of 
parking restrictions in the village will not help the current 
parking problems. 
• A request has been made for the faded white 
lines at the junction of Marsh Lane to be repainted. 
Wiltshire Council has responded to say that sites where 
there has been an accident will be prioritised. All other 
requests will be dealt with as resources permit. 
Wiltshire Council news
Mobile library consultation
Wiltshire Council is carrying out a routine review of their 
mobile library routes. Wiltshire Council is proposing to 
discontinue the mobile library stop in Rowde. It has been 
highlighted as a stop where there have been below 3 
visitors in a 12 month period. 
• The consultation documents are available to 
view online from the Wiltshire Libraries webpage at 
http://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/MobileLibrary/ from 4th 
September. Members of the public and customers can 
make a comment about routes in their community by 
downloading and completing the Consultation Feedback 
form.  All review documents and feedback forms are also 
available from the mobile library.
• The consultation period is from 4th September to 
4th November 2017.
• Any customers, who are unable to use an 
alternative mobile stop or a static branch library, can 
apply for the Home Library Service using the contact 
details below. 
Waste consultation 
• Wiltshire residents are being asked to help 
shape a ten year strategy on how Wiltshire Council 
collects and manages household waste and recycling.  
A consultation is underway to get people’s views to 
ensure the strategy is representative of their opinions and 
enables them to reduce, re-use and recycle the waste 
they produce at home. 
• The consultation is open until 14 November and 
can be found at http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/. 
Parking Consultation
• Local people are being asked to have their 
say on the options to review car parking charges in 
Wiltshire. The proposals will allow investment in a 
number of technological and operational improvements 
to improve customer service. These include automatic 
number plate recognition for residents’ parking zones, 
static cameras outside schools to improve safety and 
body worn cameras.

• The consultation provides an opportunity for 
people to feedback their views on the options. The 
consultation is available on WC’s portal and will run 
until midnight on 23 November. http://consult.wiltshire.
gov.uk/portal/parking_and_transport/car_parking_
charges_consultation
My Wiltshire App
• It is easy to report problems like potholes, dog 
mess, graffiti, litter and street lighting in your area using 
the ‘My Wiltshire’ online form. Reports can be made 
anonymously or you can register for free. Once you have 
registered, you can track the reports you have made, and 
receive notification once the work has been completed. 
The more residents report issues, the more likely we are 
to have them fixed. 
• The ‘My Wiltshire’ page can be accessed 
through the Wiltshire Council website at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/parkingtransportandstreets/
roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshireregister.htm 
• If the matter is dangerous or hazardous, please 
call telephone 0300 456 0105. 
Finances
• Monthly invoices for August totalling 
£2189.02 were approved by B Bentley, seconded by                  
I Whittaker-Axon. 
August invoices breakdown
Admin costs     £1043.12
Grounds maintenance, inc road sweeper £964.90
Misc: Leaflets, archery tasters, planters £181.00
Total:     £2189.02
Additional exp: Meeting Room hire & mower costs £60.50
• Monthly invoices for September totalling £1748.82 
were approved by L Wills, seconded by C Stevens. 
September invoices breakdown
Admin costs     £1053.12
Grounds maintenance   £583.50
Stationery    £112.20
Total:     £1748.82
Wiltshire Community Policing
• Residents were urged to sign up to 
community messaging service, through Wiltshire 
Police. It is a free service. The messaging service 
gives up to date information from the Police, and the 
Fire & Rescue service.
• The following local crimes have been reported: 
o There have been several thefts reported in the 
area, including the theft of four alloy wheels in Close 
Lane; and 38 sheets of building cladding. 
Dates for the diary – 
The next Parish Council meetings will be held on 
Wednesday 8th November & 13th December 2017, 
7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the village 
diary on the inside back cover of the magazine. 
We warmly invite everyone to attend.  
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
noticeboards and on the village website.  
You are very welcome to join us at the next Parish 
Council meeting or to contact any of the Councillors 
directly – please see contact details on the next page. 
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Steve Mundy           Chair; Village Hall Liaison       stevemundy@me.com      01380 727598
Ben Bentley            Finance                                       rpc.bbentley@gmail.com        01380 728360
John Dalley             Sports & Playing Fields           rowdesports@hotmail.co.uk    07592 063789
John Hawkins         Planning                                    jwhawkinsuk@gmail.com      07929 424781
Chris Stevens         Allotments                                  rpc.cstevens22@outlook.com    01380 738438
Sarah Howard-Ames  Rowde’s Future (Neighbourhood Planning)   rpc.showardames@gmail.com   01380 729272                                         
Lisa Wills                 Youth Co-ordinator                  rpc.lisa.youth@gmail.com      01380 730078
Ivan Whittaker-Axon   Roads and transport; Footpaths   rpc.iwhittakeraxon@gmail.com   01380 728669
Paul Lucas                                                 plvac@hotmail.co.uk      01380 502043
VACANCY
VACANCY
Rebekah Jeffries    Clerk                                          rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com   01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Anna Cuthbert Wiltshire Councillor                   anna.cuthbert@wiltshire.gov.uk    07980 045351
Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough
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FUN PAGE
Welcome to this month’s fun page. 
EXERCISE FOR PEOPLE OVER 60
Begin by standing on a comfortable surface, 
where you have plenty of room at each side. 
With a 5-lb potato bag in each hand, extend 
your arms straight out from your sides and 
hold them there as  long as you can. Try to 
reach a full minute, and then relax. 
Each day you’ll find that you can hold this 
position for just a bit longer. 
After a couple of weeks, move up to 10-lb 
potato  bags. Then try 50-lb potato bags and 
eventually try to get to where you can lift a 
100-lb potato bag in each hand and hold your 
arms straight for more than a full minute. (I’m 
at this level). 
After you feel confident at that level, put a 
potato in each bag.

THE SHOE BOX
A man and a woman had been married 
for more than 60 years. They had shared 
everything. They had talked about everything. 
They had no secrets from each other except 
that the little old woman had a shoe box in the 
top of her wardrobe that she had cautioned 
her husband never to open or ask her about, 
until one day.....
For all of these years he had never thought 
about the box but one day the little old 
woman got very sick and the doctor said she 
wouldn’t recover. 

ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
A REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS

THERE ARE VARIOUS POSTS TO BE FILLED:
• Committee members

IF YOU WANT YOUR VILLAGE SHOP TO BE THERE FOR 
YOU THEN PLEASE BE THERE FOR IT!

SUPPORT US WITH YOUR HELP
It is just an hour or two of people’s time that we want!

Call in or ring 01380 739800
Email: janbarber03@gmail.com

In trying to sort out their affairs the little old 
man took down the shoe box and took it to his 
wife’s bedside. She agreed that it was time 
that he should know what was in the box. 
When he opened it he found two crocheted 
dolls and a stack of money totalling over a 
thousand pounds. 
He asked her about the contents. “When 
we were to be married,” she said, “my 
grandmother told me that the secret of a 
happy marriage was to never argue. She told 
me that if I ever got angry with you, I should 
just keep quiet and crotchet a doll.”
The little old man was so moved; he had to 
fight back the tears. Only two precious dolls 
were in the box. She had only been angry 
with him two times in all those years of living 
and loving. He almost burst with happiness.
“Honey,” he said, “that explains the dolls but 
what about all this money? Where did it all 
come from?”
“Oh,” she said “that’s the money I made from 
selling dolls.”

THE EARLY TRAIN
I phoned my boss’s mobile this morning.
“I’m on the train heading to the south coast now.”
“What?” He answered, sounding a bit annoyed.
“It’s 5 o’ clock in the morning! What are you 
doing on a train?”
“You tell me,” I replied. “You’re the one who 
told me to be in Brighton early this morning!”
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello to you all,
We are pleased with the 
new till system and cash 
back will be available by 
the time this goes to press.
The till saves us a lot of 
back office input. We can 
use the card reader for any 
expenditure. There is not a five pounds cash spend 
limit for this facility. However, cashback will require 
a minimum of £5 cash spend as we find very little 
is spent to use this beneficial service. While we are 
happy to provide certain extras for the villagers it has 
to be remembered we are first and foremost a SHOP!

Extras such as PayPoint, mobile top ups and 
cash do not bring us revenue to provide the 
village with a convenience store. If you want 
a shop, please use us to do more than get 
electricity, pay bills and do phone top ups.
The Nationwide girls still support us through their 
community project scheme and come in on a 
Tuesday afternoon. Jenny lives in the village and 
has pushed to support our village shop through 
volunteering. So a huge thank you to them for doing 
this. WE NEED hands-on help to make it work.
One stranger passed through the other day and 
remarked that he thought a village shop would 
bound to be dearer as we were small. THIS IS 
NOT ALWAYS THE CASE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! We have 
prices that match the supermarket in many 
instances. Our Pizzas are £1 – really good value 
and cheaper than Sainsburys. Biscuit offers and 
drinks are all not worth the trip to town.
We have Soap powder for a £1 a packet, a 
really good quality product, also kitchen foil, 
cling film and toilet rolls are all cheaper than 
many cut price stores. Do watch out for the 
forthcoming special offers for Christmas and 
the free range turkeys again this year. We can 
deliver what you want for Christmas, just let us 
know in advance and save yourself the crowds 
and rushing around.
We are willing to do the work, all we need is 
for you to support the local shop. Our regular 
customers bring us much pleasure with their 
cheerful chat which makes it all seem worthwhile. 
So do come and use your asset on the doorstep.
Jan Barber and The Shop Team,  01380 739800                                        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 1:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 11:00am
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 11:00am

RECIPE
Black Bean Turkey Chili

This recipe produces 
a mildly spicy chili. 
You can easily add 
more chili powder 
or some cayenne to 
intensify the spice 
level if you wish. You 
can also add chipotle 
chili powder or 
chipotle Tabasco to give a smoky note to the chili.

INGREDIENTS:
• 3 Tbsp olive oil
• 1 medium onion, chopped (about 1 cup)
• 1 carrot, chopped (about 1/2 cup)
• 2 to 3 red bell peppers, chopped (about 2 

cups)
• Salt
• 2 cloves garlic, minced (about 2 

teaspoons)
• 2 Tbsp chili powder (more to taste)
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin
• 1 pound ground turkey (I use ground 

turkey thighs for more flavor)
• 3 cups chicken stock
• 1 teaspoon dried oregano
• 1 bay leaf
• 1 Tbsp tomato paste
• 1 Tbsp cider or white vinegar
• 2 15-ounce cans black beans, drained
• Freshly ground black pepper
METHOD:
1. Sauté carrots, onions, bell peppers: Heat 
the oil in a large, thick bottomed pot (6 to 8 
quart) on medium heat. Add the chopped onion, 
carrot, and bell peppers, sprinkle with salt and 
cook until softened, about 6-8 minutes.
2. Add the minced garlic, chili powder, and 
cumin and cook for a minute more.
3. Add the ground turkey and break it up with a 
wooden spoon. Increase the heat to medium high. 
Stir and cook until the turkey is no longer pink
4. Add the chicken stock, oregano, bay leaf, 
vinegar, and tomato paste. Use a straight edge 
spatula or wooden spoon to scrape up any 
browned bits from the bottom of the pan.
5. Add the black beans. Bring to a boil, lower to 
a simmer, and cook, covered for half an hour, 
and uncovered for another half hour, or until the 
the liquid thickens. Remove bay leaf.
6. Adjust seasonings, adding salt and pepper to 
taste. Serve with rice or heated corn tortillas.
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed)
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Special News
Please note that the village shop is now able to do cash 

back. Please remember that we do stamps for your 
xmas cards and now do a £5 frozen meal deal.

There will be cheap special items  daily through to 
Christmas and beyond.

Top quality turkeys are on the order list.
We have Supermarket like for like prices on lots of items!

LOOK FOR THE SPECIAL DAILY DEAL BOARD

A Pearl of a Girl (factual)
By Manistyman
It’s mid-1971 and I’m backstage at a theatre 
somewhere in Southern California, working 
with a singer who possesses a manufactured 
Irish swagger and a patently obvious paucity 
of talent. I dislike him immensely, particularly 
for his embarrassingly open assertion that 
he will soon be widely celebrated for the 
relevance and gravity of his message.
His inauthenticity offends me. He sings 
of Irish rebels and the oppressive, brutal 
nature of British rule - as if a Brooklyn-born 
American of only faintly Irish extraction 
would have firsthand knowledge of such 
things. And accompanying him on this 
little promotional juggernaut of ours is his 
trophy girlfriend, plucked from a galaxy of 
possibilities by an influential management 
team so blinded by their drunken charge’s 
ego as to ignore the fact that the exploited 
beauty quite possibly has dreams and 
desires of her own.
She is a jewel, a pearl of a girl. I have no 
idea who she is or that she is extremely 
talented and more successful than their 
newest discovery will ever be. And, perhaps 
wrongly, I feel disappointed by her apparent 
willingness to blithely go along with this 
cheerless charade.
Our budding star is off consulting with 
management and I find myself alone in 
a dressing room with the kind of beauty 
usually found only in dreams longing to 
be relived. We talk casually at first and 
I’m charmed and enthralled by her quiet, 
unassuming manner and her understated 
elegance. Her gracious smile alone warms 
the heart and tempts one to imagine what 
was once unimaginable, but then she asks 
me what I think of her unlikely consort.

I tell her that I’d rather not tender an opinion. 
This elicits the gently furrowed brow, the 
glance of mild curiosity.
Having no fear of unemployment, I tell her 
quite authoritatively that the object of her 
presumed interest has no alternative but to 
fail miserably in his quixotic quest for fame, 
as well he should.
Surprisingly, she smiles; a smile more 
released than worn. I sense relief in her 
unbearably beautiful eyes, as if some nagging 
suspicion has been confirmed.
The room quickly fills with the talentless 
minstrel’s noisy entourage and, of course, 
the brash centerpiece of their unmistakably 
labored attention. I gently smirk at their 
seeming indifference to my confidante’s 
presence. Noticing this, she once more 
smiles at me, as if connecting to a kindred 
spirit. Then she quietly but openly scribbles 
out her telephone number for me.
A friendship develops, but in time our kinship is 
dulled by distance, professional responsibilities 
and a simple drifting of priorities. She garners 
more success and acclaim, while I flounder in 
predictable irrelevance.

She died some twenty years later, long after 
we had last spoken. She was far too young 
for such finality. I have a telephone number, 
scribbled in haste in handwriting that I adore. 
Place it gently in my casket before closing the 
lid, lest I live in nothingness alone.
The inauthentic Irishman also met his maker, 
although he underservedly lived much longer 
than the gracious beauty that his ego quite 
possibly insisted be forgotten. Those early 
and impracticable aspirations of his had 
quickly faded and he had become what he 
always had been. Ordinary.
Like me.

SHORT STORY
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November Worship in Rowde, Bromham and Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

Currently, there is a service at 10am every Sunday; usually in Rowde but sometimes in Bromham.

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Growing in Faith
For more details contact Ruth Bray Tel: 01380 859847 
email : ruthbray@outlook.com 
Mothers’ Union Please contact Jo Partt for details: 01380 
850435 parttsofbromham@internet.com  
Church Cleaning 
We need a few more people to join our cleaning group 
(even if you can only do one or two sessions a year) so if 
you would like to come and help please contact: 
Jane Moss 01380 729160 jmosscadet@gmail.com 
(Brass cleaning Rota) 
Maureen Hiscocks 01380 725406  
Choir 
Choir Leader: Gavin Moss 01380 719160 

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 

or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Please check the Church notice board for 
further information or contact the Administrator 

Sarah Bowler 07876142112.

Revd Ruth’s Morning Prayer Groups 
Please come and join Ruth for a moment of calm and 
prayer in Church. Tuesdays 8.30am in Bromham.  
Thursdays 8.30am in Rowde. 
Anyone is welcome to come along 07738 858909

Date/Time  Service                
Thursday 2  
7.00 pm  All Souls Service, Rowde
Sunday 5  All Saints
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde
10.00 am  All Age Service with Junior Choir, craft, songs, small children’s play area  
   and refreshments (No Eucharist), Rowde
10.00 am  Holy Communion, Bromham
6.00 pm  Evensong BCP, Bromham
Sunday 12  Remembrance
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Holy Communion, Bromham 
3.00 pm  Remembrance Service
Wednesday 15  
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House
Sunday 19  2nd before Advent
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
10.00 am  Holy Communion with Junior Choir, Rowde
10.00 am  Family Service, Bromham 
Sunday 26  Christ the King
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Morning Worship, Rowde
10.00 am  Holy Communion, Bromham
DECEMBER
Sunday 3  Advent 1
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Rowde
10.00 am  All Age Service with Junior Choir, craft, songs, small children’s play area  
   and refreshments (No Eucharist), Rowde
10.00 am  Holy Communion, Bromham
6.00 pm  Darkness to Light, Bromham
Wednesday 6  
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Rowde
6.00 pm  Christingle, Bromham
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Choir Practise for Adults is on Thursday Evenings 
7.00 – 8.00pm 
Junior Choir Leader: Victoria Bolley 07481 991277 
Junior Choir Practice is on Thursday 6.15pm-7.15pm. 
New members are always welcome. 
Bell Ringing
We meet from 7.30pm-9pm on Friday evenings at St 
Matthews Church, please join us the more the merrier. 
Contact: Richard Heath rich.p.heath@gmail.com/ 01380 
722379  
St Matthew’s Cafe
Coffee and chat.  St Matthews Coffee Shop will be 
opening on Tuesdays starting on 10th October from 
10.30 am-12 noon. If you might be free to make drinks 
and host, please contact Caroline carolineculley1@
outlook.com or Revd Ruth.
Open the Book – we have groups who go into both 
our primary schools to act out Bible stories.  We are 
looking for more volunteers to join both teams.  For more 
information, contact Revd Ruth.
Flower Arranging
November Flower Arranging
5&12 Nov - Rosie Berry
12 Nov - Remembrance Sunday Poppies
19&26 Nov - Caroline Keevil
For further information please contact: Jane Sartin 
j.ksartin@talktalk.net or call 01380 727446 
Events 
Emmaus course
Sundays at 5:30pm. This course explores some of 
the big questions about Jesus, the Bible and what 
it means to believe.  Sunday evenings, 5.30pm to 
7pm, at the Rectory Bromham. For more information, 
contact Revd Ruth.
St Matthew’s Concert 
Saturday 3rd of November we are holding a concert to 
raise funds for our beautiful church. With a 6.30pm start, 
light refreshments, and a raffle, we aim to finish around 
9pm. This is taking place at St Matthews, lovely!
Tickets are £5, children (3-16) £2, under 3’s are free!
Thank you ever so much, let’s make it a fantastic evening 
for our church, and for our village.
Devizes Deanery day of prayer 
Saturday 25th November.  With the Bishop of Sherborne
Rt. Revd. Karen Gorham.
St John’s Church, Long Street, Devizes
10 am – 4pm.
Bring and share lunch.
If you would like to attend, contact 
Revd. Jacqui Clark – 01225 769940 
Email: revjclark@hotmail.co.uk

Contacts 
Priest–in-Charge: Revd Ruth Schofield 07738 858909
Churchwardens: Michael Cornwell 01380 722855 & 
Gavin Moss 01380 729160  
Administrator: Sarah Bowler 07876142112 
Email: beneficeadministrator@
rowdeandbromhambenefice.co.uk 
Find us at the website: www.achurchnearyou.com
Facebook page: Churches of Rowde and Bromham

Dear Friends,
As I write, autumn is in full swing.  Leaves are 
changing colour and falling from the trees to form 
crunchy piles on the pavement and wet layers on 
grass.  The two apple trees in our garden have 
both produced amazing crops, so many that the 
birds have left some for us to enjoy.  
In our previous garden we tried an experiment, 
took a couple of twigs with buds from one of our 
young apple tree saplings and grafted them onto 
a really strong established tree.  One of the grafts 
didn’t shown any signs of change.  But the other 
one ‘took’, it produced some new leaves, and will, 
eventually, provide fruit.  It will get its nourishment 
and water from the main tree and as a result will 
be able to flower and grow delicious apples. 
The Bible is full of examples from gardening.  
Jesus sees his followers as grafts, joined onto a 
vine, which will only produce grapes when properly 
connected to the main stem.  If we are fruitful, we 
will be pruned so that we can produce even more 
fruit.  It’s as though we can only really thrive when 
we are fully dependent on God, and allow his Holy 
Spirit to encourage, strengthen and inspire us.
Being connected to God means that we are also 
connected to each other.  We are not meant to live 
as individuals, but joined together, dependent on 
and supporting each other through both good and 
more challenging times.  The church has always 
understood this, which is why we meet regularly, not 
just to worship God but to share our celebrations 
and also our difficulties.  But modern life tends to 
encourage us to act as individuals and to compete.
So this autumn, if you spend time outside and 
are able to enjoy the wonders of nature, think 
of God wanting to nourish us all and join us all 
together.  You might even consider coming along 
to worship with a group of Christians who would 
love to support and encourage you.  And most of 
all, remember that God wants you to grow and 
flourish in your faith.  
Here’s a prayer inspired by the image of us as 
branches on a vine with God as the gardener.
Loving God, vine grower and creator, be gentle 
with us when our growth is slow;
be firm when our growth is corrupt; 
be challenging when our growth is disconnected; 
be understanding when our growth is hesitant, 
and help us to bear the best fruit we can, to your 
glory. Amen.
Revd Ruth Schofield
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Q&A about UK Care Services
This might interest you! Every month we 
publish a selection of frequently asked 
questions by carers and the general public 
relating to the UK care services and other 
relevant care issues. An established care 
provider, Able Community Care Norfolk, was 
set up in 1980 and now provides its services 
throughout the UK. One part of the service 
they provide is to give professional, informed 
answers to these questions which we are 
allowed to publish in our parish magazine. 
We hope you will find this useful.
Question 1 - I am eighty years old 
and gardening has been my lifetime 
hobby. I am still able to work in my 
garden but not as much as I used to 
or as quickly as I could, but I still 
enjoy it. Do you know of any social 
organisation that I could join to meet 
similar “older gardeners” for mutual 
support and interest?
Answer – Gardening for the Disabled Trust 
is a membership organisation formed to 
offer advice, information and financial help 
to disabled gardeners they encourage the 
exchange of gardening experiences, tips, 
seeds and plants and publish a newsletter 
three times a year. Their website is: 
gardeningfordisabledtrust.org.uk
Another charitable organisation you might 
like to contact is Thrive and you can find 
their information at: www.thrive.org.uk
Question 2 - Do you know where I can 
buy an old fashioned, wooden, three 
sided, clothes horse from?
Answer –  There are many available 
online from around £30 but eBay also has 
a range that people are trying to sell for 
under this price.
Question 3 - I use a wheelchair to go 
shopping in my local village and going 
from one shop to another means at one 
point I have to cross the road where the 
kerb is high and therefore it makes it 
difficult and time consuming for me to 
cross unaided. Who do I contact to see 
if I can get this kerb lowered?
Answer - Contact your local District 
Council Planning Services and make a 
request that they take a look to see if 
lowering the kerb is possible. Outline your 
circumstances in a letter and the address 
will be in your local telephone book.
Question 4 - I am eighty one years of 
age and I wish to go on a coach holiday 
to Austria. I am having some trouble 

getting travel insurance because of my 
age. Do you have any suggestions where 
I could try to get some insurance cover?
Answer - Travel insurance for older people 
is difficult and can be expensive to buy. 
However, if you consider the cost of 
repatriation if you should have an accident 
and were not insured, the cost usually 
justifies itself. Age UK tailor insurance for 
people over the age of fifty years and there 
is no maximum age limit. Call your local 
office for further information.
Question 5 - My husband who is a 
pensioner is blind and needs to be 
cared for at all times. I am younger, in 
good health and his carer. Do you know 
of any holiday hotels for blind people 
where a blind person can go with a 
sighted person? I would like us to have 
a holiday where I can safely leave him 
for a couple of hours whilst I go to visit 
the local shops for example, something 
he does not like doing.
Answer - The Royal National Institute for 
the Blind have comprehensive information 
on holidays and accommodation that may 
be suitable for the kind of holiday you are 
seeking. You can visit their website at:   
www.rnib.org.uk for more information or contact 
them on their helpline number 0303 1239999 or 
send an email to helpline@rnib.org.uk
Question 6 - My neighbour lives alone 
and has no relatives. She is a pensioner 
and has no other means of financial 
income. I understand that there is an 
organisations that may provide her with 
some funding when she needs essential 
items in her home?
Answer – You may mean The National 
Benevolent Charity which can make grants 
to meet essential needs, purchase and 
arrange delivery of household items and 
supply vouchers for goods and services. 
Occasionally, the charity can make a 
weekly payment to supplement a meagre 
income and help the beneficiary through a 
difficult period. They can be contacted at via 
their website www.natben.org.uk or you can 
write to them at the following address: The 
National Benevolent Charity, Peter Herve 
House, Eccles Court, Tetbury GL8 8EH.

Questions and answers provided by: 
Able Community Care                                   
Web site: www.uk-care.com
And if you have a question, just ask them!
ablemg@aol.com / Tel: 01603 764567

QUESTION TIME
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Well two months have passed by very quickly indeed 
since I last brought you news of what has been going 
on at HFT. I’ve even managed to have a week’s 
holiday in lovely sunny Zante, it seems an age away 
now - even though we have only been back a week. 
So first off a huge THANK YOU to all those that 
attended the various fundraising events we 
have held recently. 
Firstly we held an in house Football tournament, 
with BBQ and Games and raised £175.00 to buy 
the first bits of equipment for our Sensory room.
We raised around £700.00 at the Con Brio 
concert in the church and although I was unable 
to attend I heard from lots of people how good 
the Choir was, and what a lovely evening 
everyone had. 
The annual Curry and Quiz night happened on 
6th October and was (hopefully) enjoyed by 
all, the winners were the Moss team although 
‘Rogers Rogues’ (the team I was in) came a close 
second. We raised £381.00 after expenses. So 
thanks to the local people who took part! 
We held a Coffee afternoon for Macmillan on 
the 29th September to also coincide with the 
opening of our Sensory room and Meeting room 
(both available to hire) , so many thanks to Mrs 
Ross from the Wilson Trust who ‘cut’ the ribbon, 
and thank you to all the people who came along 
and bought tea, coffee  and cake and helped us 
raise £136.81 for a very good cause. 
We have had two ‘Big’ birthday parties recently, 
at either end of the spectrum. We had Robins 
60th at the beginning of the month and 
Shannon’s 21st at the latter part of this month, 
the nicest thing being both parties were very 
similar, so we are perhaps a bit ‘partied out’ now. 
Coming up in the next month or so are the 
following:  Christmas Bazaar 17th November 
5.30 – 8.30 free entry - so please come along 
and beat the Christmas shopping rush.
We will have some examples of the Hampers 
we sell on display for people to order and we 
will also have seasonal goodies like mincemeat 
and piccalilli plus Christmas cakes for sale. Plus 
lots of other stalls.
Finally our Voices to Be Heard speak out group 
are holding another fashion show in conjunction 

NEWS FROM Hft

with M & CO following last year’s success. Tickets 
are just £6.00 so come along, enjoy a glass of 
something and find out what M & Co have on offer 
for the Christmas season modelled by the people 
we support here in Rowde (see back page). 
Finally, finally we are still on the lookout for new 
Volunteers to come along to be another pair of 
hands in a variety of activities, often no special 
skills are needed except perhaps an extra bit of 
patience and a sense of humour. 
Till next time enjoy the sun while it lasts and 
stay warm. 
Jan Emm,  Tel: 01380 725455 Ext 1004
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Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the parish, 
or if you have a personal item to sell, then 
contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 or by 
email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the RVN, or have 
any other questions about its distribution then 
contact: Jan Emm on 01380 725455 or by 
email at jan.emm@hft.org.uk

 
  

 
B R I N T O N  B R O T H E R S  

 

 
 

DEVIZES WILTSHIRE SN10 5LH 
TEL: 01380 728582 07789 806904 

brintonbrothers@gmail.com 
 

General Building 
Restoration & Maintenance 

Painting & Decorating 
 

General Building
Restoration & Maintenance

Painting & Decorating

DEVIZES WILTSHIRE SN10 5LH
TEL: 01380 728582   07789 806904

brintonbrothers@gmail.com

  

        Vine Cottage 
Breakfast Experience 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Come and try our award winning breakfast. 
 

£12.50 per head of which £8.50 will be 
donated to the RNLI 

 
At 11 am on the following Sunday’s: 
  26th November; 3rd/10th/17th & 31st   
December 2017;  28th January, then   
4th /11th/18th & 25th February 2018. 

 
 Max. 8 people each week; booking 

essential. 01380 728360 
 

Also, try our Sauna for £5 Per couple 
during the months of Nov to Feb 

Booking as above, subject to availability 
– ALL proceeds to RNLI 

 
Last time we raised nearly £700, can we 

beat it this winter!! 
 

Every Year we end up turning people away, 
so book soon 

FROM THE PC DOCTOR....
Recently I had a call that I feared I would not 
be able to fix, as it sounded so final. A client’s 
Outlook (email client program) had somehow 
following a system freeze, lost all of his 
emails, contacts and calendar. Contacts he 
had built up over a decade.
However, once in place I found his oh-so-
important original .pst files and was able to 
add them to his outlook and ... VOILA! All was 
returned as before.
The chat afterwards was that while he had an 
excellent backup strategy in place, he wasn’t 
backing up his outlook .pst files - so we 
discussed a strategy for him going forward.
Not everybody uses Outlook of course - and 
for those that use a webmail provision i.e. you 
connect to a mailbox that is actually a website 
(eg google mail, yahoo mail etc, or your email 
provider’s own webmail) its not a concern as 
you have nothing to back up. But for those 
that prefer to use an email client then maybe 
the local email files etc also need backing up 
along with your important documents etc.
The P.C. Doctor is here to help with all and 
any IT related issues. 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk  07833696328

St Matthew's Church Cafe 

10.30-12 

Open every Tuesday 

All welcome 

Fairtrade Ground coffee 

Freshly made tea with choice of blends 

Decaffeinated tea and coffee available 

Choice of freshly made cakes 

Tea/coffee and cake £1.50 
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THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH
November Quotes

“October extinguished itself in a rush 
of howling winds and driving rain and 
November arrived, cold as frozen iron, with 
hard frosts every morning and icy drafts 
that bit at exposed hands and faces.” 
J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix
“But there is always a November space 
after the leaves have fallen when she 
felt it was almost indecent to intrude on 
the woods…for their glory terrestrial had 
departed and their glory celestial of spirit 
and purity and whiteness had not yet come 
upon them.” 
L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Windy Poplars
“Wind warns November’s done with. The 
blown leaves make bat-shapes, Web-
winged and furious.” 
Sylvia Plath, The Collected Poems
“The widower reviewed his past in a sunless 
light which was intensified by the greyness 
of the November twilight, whilst the bells 
subtly impregnated the surrounding 
atmosphere with the melody of sounds that 
faded like the ashes of dead years.” 
Georges Rodenbach, Bruges-La-Morte
“Whenever it is a damp, drizzly November in 
my soul, I shall recall the memory of warm, 
sunny, late summer afternoons like this one, 
and be comforted greatly.” 
Peggy Toney Horton
“The river this November afternoon
Rests in an equipoise of sun and cloud:
A glooming light, a gleaming darkness shroud
Its passage. All seems tranquil, all in tune.”
Cecil Day-Lewis
“In November, some birds move away and 
some birds stay. The air is full of good-byes and 
well-wishes. The birds who are leaving look 
very serious. No silly spring chirping now. They 
have long journeys and must watch where they 
are going. The staying birds are serious, too, for 
cold times lie ahead. Hard times. All berries will 
be treasures.”
Cynthia Rylant

PHOTO FUN

Do you have any interesting or amusing photos 
of people or pets? Send them in! 

As we have just had Halloween, this issue we have 
some objects that look like scary faces!

Clothesacuda

Screaming Pepper

Ghostleaf
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We would like to remind motorists 
to adhere to the following advice 
whenever possible: 
• Don’t leave any valuables including 
laptops, satnavs, mobile phones, 
handbags, credit cards or vehicle   
documents in your car. 
  Do not leave items of value in the boot, 
you are being watched.  
• Don’t leave coats/jackets on show in the 
vehicle as a thief will want to see if there 
is anything valuable in the pockets. 
• Clean satnav suction marks off your 
windscreen, as leaving them is an 
immediate advert to thieves that a satnav 
is in the vehicle. Make sure no satnav 
attachments are left visible in your vehicle. 
• Remove your stereo if you can, mark it 
with the vehicle registration number if you 
can’t. 
• Leave your glove box open to show 
there is nothing in it. 
• If you own a van, make sure you 
remove your tools overnight and display 
an appropriate sign in the rear window 
making this clear.
At home, please: 
• Lock your doors and windows every 
time you leave the house, even if you’re 
in the garden, and make sure you have 
approved locks or bolts on all doors and 
windows
• Never leave a spare key in a hiding 
place like in a plant pot or letterbox - a 
thief knows all the hiding places
• Keep all keys, purses and wallets 
out of sight and away from the letterbox
• Consider installing a burglar alarm, 
and only use a company that is registered 
or certified with the NSI or the SSIAB
• Do not open the door to anyone you 
don’t know or are not expecting.  Always 
check by using a spy-hole or look through 
a window 
• Make sure that you have up to date 
contents insurance

• Register all serial numbers from 
electrical items, tools and garden equipment 
with Immobilise.com the free national 
property register. Mark items without serial 
numbers with an artificial DNA property 
marker such as Smartwater or SelectaDNA
• Do not keep large amounts of cash 
at home - it is much safer in a bank or 
building society 
• Trim back any plants and hedges at 
the front of your property to no higher than 
1 metre to remove hiding places
• Always report any suspicious 
activity, note any vehicle registrations, 
descriptions of persons involved and 
direction of travel 
• Use a timer to set lights to mimic your 
usual activity when you are not at home
• Take photographs of all jewellery 
including hallmarks and keep them safe. 
Also consider using an artificial DNA property 
marker on jewellery or other valuable items
• Make sure any bolts are low 
enough so they cannot be opened by 
reaching over the top of the gate.

CRIME PREVENTION ADVICE FROM                               
THE DEVIZES RURAL COMMUNITY POLICING TEAM
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ROWDE IN PICTURES - OCTOBER 2017
Here are some interesting photographs taken in and around the village during October. If you take 
any photographs which you think may be of interest to our readers, please do email them to me at 
watters.alan@gmail.com and I will publish them in future issues.

Have you ever had a grassy seat? Great idea 
this to use up some spare turf!

‘Jimmy’, from the Cross Keys darts team, 
getting into Halloween mood!

Who says fungi is ugly? I discovered this lovely 
specimen in the grass behind the church.

Saw these interesting crossed vapour trails from 
our top window whilst working on the magazine.

Was anyone else suddenly invaded by dozens 
of Red Admirals? They were wonderful to see.

This was the day the sky turned orange! You can 
see it in amazing colour on the village website.

photographs by Alan Watters
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ROWDEY COW NEWS

to Ross-on-Wye and we loved seeing all their 
cars lined up in our car park!
We were sad to say goodbye to Josh who has 
been a chef at the Rowdey Cow for the last 
two years and such an important member of 
the Rowdey Cow Team and we wish him well 
with all his exciting travels in New Zealand!  
The ice cream trike has one last outing this 
year to the Owl Day on the 25th October at 
Rowdefield Farm and then it will be tucked 
away for Winter!  
We are introducing more winter ice cream 
flavours including Blackberry and Apple 
Crumble to our cabinet.
Thank you for your continuing support and we 
hope to see you soon!
Sue

Although the busy Summer time has finished 
we still have plenty to keep us occupied at the 
Rowdey Cow!

As I write this we are busy preparing for a 
Wedding Reception which is to be held here 
this weekend which we are so excited about!  
Also half term is fast approaching and our 
children’s Halloween party and some ice 
cream making sessions for the children.
We will be holding a children’s scarecrow 
fancy dress party in November and then 
before we know it, Christmas will be here!
Following the success of the children’s ice cream 
making parties we will be holding Christmas 
ice cream making parties for adults which will 
include making a festive ice cream or sorbet 
followed by a Christmas lunch or afternoon tea!
We have launched our new Autumn menu this 
week which has been popular – please see 
our website for full details.
We were really excited to welcome the Triumph 
Car Owners Club at the end of September who 
stopped for a spot of lunch with us on their way 
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £3.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086                         

yve@thegablesdevizes.co.uk

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828



Page 26 November 2017   Rowde Village News   

Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

The recent bad weather has meant lots 
of households with tumble dryers have 
probably had them working overtime. As 
such, Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue 
Service has issued some timely advice on 
how to avoid the risk of fire.
Station Manager Graham Kewley said: 
“Tumble dryers contain powerful motors 
with fast moving parts that get very hot. If 
you don’t clean and maintain your machine, 
excess fluff or lint can build up over time 
and catch fire.”
There are a number of warning signs 
to watch out for:
• Does your tumble dryer smell of 
burning?
• Are your textiles taking longer to dry?
• Do the dried items feel hotter at the 
end of the cycle?
• Does the external vent flap stay shut 
when the dryer is on?
If you notice any of the above, clean the 
filter and check the vent pipe immediately.
The Service’s other top tips for 
staying safe include:
• Always make sure your dryer is in 
good working order.
• Follow the manufacturers’ 
instructions and don’t overload the 
machine.
• Use the correct temperature setting 
for the fabric.
• Don’t leave the dryer on for longer 
than you need to.

• Keep the 
lint filter clean and 
‘defluff’ the vent 
pipe and the back 
of the machine 
regularly. Static 
electricity can 
quickly cause a 
build-up of dust 
around the ventilation 
and heating 
elements, which can 
then catch fire if it 
gets hot.
• Allow laundry to complete the drying 
cycle and cool down properly. Towels and 
clothing which are folded and piled up 
whilst still warm can continue to self-hear 
and may start a fire.
• Never use a tumble dryer or washing 
machine at night when you are asleep.
• Always switch off electrical 
equipment when not in use unless 
specifically designed to be kept on, such as 
a fridge or freezer.
• Make sure you have a working 
smoke alarm, test regularly and know how 
to get out in an emergency.

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue 
Service offers free Safe & Well visits.
To request a check, or for more 
information about being fire safe at 
home, visit www.dwfire.org.uk or 
call 0800 038 2323.

ADVICE ON KEEPING TUMBLE DRYERS FIRE SAFE
This is a message sent via Wiltshire and Swindon Community Messaging. This information has 

been sent on behalf of Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service
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Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk
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WILTSHIRE SIGHT SUPPORTING 
PEOPLE WITH DEMENTIA 

Wiltshire Sight are working to support those 
with Alzheimer’s and Dementia, providing 
services to individuals living with both 
conditions. There are over 100,000 people in 
the UK who have Dementia and are visually 
impaired. Wiltshire Sight are identifying this 
with their Looking Out For Sight training 
which educates care home staff about sight 
loss and by working together with Alzheimer’s 
Support to assist people living with both of 
these challenges. 
The charity are providing information, advice 
and support at their centre in Devizes as well 
as out in the community. They are highlighting 
how low vision aids such as talking clocks 
and colour contrast items can benefit those 
living with sight loss and Dementia. A recent 
example of this was Mr B who visited the 
centre looking for information and resources 
to support his mother who was living with 
Dementia. A Sight Adviser then suggested a 
dual display clock which has a colour contrast 
large print screen for those with sight loss 
and a speech function that will say “It is 
Sunday afternoon” for people with Dementia. 

Local News

Mr B was delighted with the support he 
received and felt more informed about the 
links between dementia and sight loss. 
CEO at Wiltshire Sight, Leanne Hubbard 
said: “We are excited to be working with 
Alzheimer’s Support to support those living 
with both sight loss and Dementia. It is 
often overlooked that the two conditions 
are frequently linked and this needs to be 
addressed. Much of the equipment we 
suggest for visually impaired people would 
also be beneficial for those with Alzheimer’s 
or Dementia so we need to spread the word!” 
You can call Wiltshire Sight on 01380 723682 
for more information or you can visit their 
centre in Devizes. 

DEVITERA: BREWING IN ROWDE
It’s been a whole year 
since I left my desk job and 
started my own business.  
I can’t believe how much 
I’ve changed.  I used to  
be a 9-5 office worker and 
now look at me.  I’m running my own business; 
a microbrewery.  WOW!

The microbrewery is live
Lots of things have happened since the last 
issue, most notably the microbrewery is now 
live.  This is a major milestone and achieved 
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using local tradesmen 
(C&S Plumbing & Heating 
and Moxom Electricals).  
The equipment is a show 
piece, and I needed 
something not only 
functional but beautiful.  
Both have delivered!
Putting the equipment 
together was quite scary, 
as I bought it secondhand 
and never saw it running.  
With electrics and water 
done I had to test everything.  Would it 
work?  Had I assembled it correctly?  Had 
something broken since February when 
I dismantled it?  The questions kept on 
coming, while I raised my hand to the control 
panel and turned the switch.
A pump sprung into life, and whirred as water 
transferred from one vessel to another.  As I 
tested each item I had the same fear, will it 
work?  Although initially I thought one pump 
had seized, it soon revived and everything 
went smoothly.
Cleaning
As you can imagine cleanliness is vital to a 
microbrewery.  ANY single contamination will  

result in bad beer and damage the business.  
I also have my own high standards and sadly 
the previous owner didn’t clean the equipment 
properly.  Combine this with the equipment 
going into storage for about six months, and 
you can imagine the state of things.
Well not anymore!  My lovely wife and I have 
scrubbed, cleaned, rinsed and repeated!  At 
one point I was on my back cleaning the 
underside of vessels!  Last week I did the first 
chemical clean and watched as the remains 
of past brews disappeared down the drain.  A 
clean start.
The first sale
After a long hard journey 
of endless expense I 
finally made my first sale – 
official merchandise!  I’ve 
commissioned some high 
quality ¾ sleeve baseball 
t-shirts with the Devitera 
logo, and am delighted to 
have sold a few.  They really do look great, so 
check them out at devitera.co.uk/shop.
The first brew
Finally, by the time you read this, Devitera 
will have brewed its first beer.  I’m currently 
going through the final checks.  I ordered 
the ingredients over the last few days, and 
can’t wait to get started.  There will be lots of 
unknowns, firsts, and things to learn, but next 
week is going to be fun!
So keep an eye out for Devitera Pale Ale 
in shops  This will be the first of many beer 
styles, give it a try and let’s raise our glasses 
to following your dreams and great beer!
Cheers!
Glen Upward
For more information go to devitera.co.uk 
and follow us on FaceBook and Twitter.
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Local News

TAKING ‘AIM ON THE PLAIN’!

‘Rowde Parish Council recently funded 
four archery taster sessions for children in 
the village. The sessions were part of an 
initiative by Rowde Parish Council to engage 
with young people in the village and to 
promote the use of the large playing field, off 
Sands Lane. 
The sessions ran in the summer holidays and 
in the October half term and were hosted by 
‘Aim on the Plain’, who run archery sessions 
in the village’

WHO ARE YOU TODAY? 
Mother, husband, grandmother, brother? 
Teacher, office manager, student, electrician? 
If you are looking after someone who couldn’t 
always manage without your help: someone 
with a physical disability, long term health 
condition, mental health issue or a problem with 
substance misuse you may also be a carer. 
Juggling a caring role around work, studying, 
seeing friends or spending time with other 
family members can be challenging. And 
sometimes it can feel lonely. 
Carer Support Wiltshire are a local charity 
supporting unpaid carers in Wiltshire. 
Our Carer Cafes and Support Groups are held 
throughout the county and offer information, 
advice and the opportunity to make new friends 
over a cuppa.  Visit our website to find one near 
you www.carersinwiltshire.co.uk or call us on 
0800 181 4118 or 01380 871690 from a mobile 
for a copy of our What’s On Guide. 

MOBILE LIBRARY FACES CUTS
Residents from Rowde, Little Bedwyn and 
Bratton could see their mobile library services 
cut ahead of a review by Wiltshire Council.
Users have been asked to comment on 
proposed new timetables which could see up to 
eight visits cut from the book lending service.

Mobile library services in North and South 
Wiltshire are being revised as part of its two 
year cycle of reviews and changes will take 
place from February 2018.
Under the proposed revised timetable there are no 
plans to change visits to some rural communities 
including Seend, Savernake and Lockeridge.
A Wiltshire Council spokesman said: “This 
review of our mobile library stops is not a 
money saving exercise; it is a review that we 
carry out every two years to ensure the service 
is operating efficiently, and that we visit the 
communities where the service is most needed. 
It is likely that stops which are no longer 
used, or have very low levels of use, will be 
discontinued. This will allow the service to offer 
new stops and visit the most popular locations 
more frequently and for longer.“
The draft timetables can be viewed on 
Wiltshire Council’s website and to comment 
on the importance of the mobile library, email 
mobilelibraries@wiltshire.gov.uk before 
November 4th.

CAEN HILL COUPLE FOUND RIGHT 
ROAD TO LASTING LOVE 

Source - Gazette & Herald
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Local News

Teaching someone to drive is not always 
the best route to a romantic relationship but 
for Don and Beryl Hodges it was the fast 
lane to love.
The couple who 
recently celebrated 
60 years of 
marriage, met after 
former grocery 
shop errand boy Mr 
Hodges was asked 
by his old boss to 
help shop assistant 
Beryl to learn to 
drive in a van.
Beryl, 82, said: 
“It all went very 
well. He was very 
patient but he used to take me to the steepest 
hill in Swindon for me to practice my hill starts, 
which was a bit daunting.”
In addition to celebrating their diamond 
wedding the couple were delighted that 
their first great grandchild, Jessica was 
born last month at the Royal United 
Hospital, Bath weighing 8lbs 6ozs. Four 
generations of the family were therefore 
able to celebrate their anniversary.
The driving lessons back in 1951 in Swindon 
where the couple both grew up led to years 
of courtship before they married at St Peter’s 
Church, in Pinehurst in 1957 after Don finished 
his National Service.
Don, 83, said: “We have had a very happy 
marriage and if I had my time over again I 
would do exactly the same.”
The couple, who lived most of their married life 
in Rodbourne Cheney, now live at Caen Hill, 
and have three grandchildren Leanne, James 
and Alistair.
Over the years they have loved to travel and 
went on a trip on Concord in 1999 to mark 
Don’s retirement. They spent their golden 
wedding anniversary in America.

OBITUARY
Pauline Aspinall - Died peacefully on Sunday 
24th September 2017, aged 89. Funeral 
Service was held at St Matthew’s Church, 
Rowde on Thursday 5th October. Donations in 
memory of Pauline to RNLI and Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance. John Stuart 01380 729459.

CAFE REOPENS IN ST MATTHEW’S

Fancy a coffee or tea and a maybe a chat?  
St Matthew’s Coffee Shop reopened on 10th 
October and as long as it is supported it will 
continue to be open every Tuesday from 
10.30 am to 12 noon. 
On offer is ground coffee, various flavoured 
teas (including a decaffeinated option on both 
coffee and tea) and soft drinks. Add you can 
add to that a selection of yummy cakes too!
Any drink is only 75p and a drink plus a cake 
is just £1.50 which is unbeatably good value.
All tea and coffee is Fair Trade.
If you might be free to make drinks and host, 
please contact Caroline carolineculley1@
outlook.com or Revd Ruth. 
I (Ed) have popped in a couple of times 
already and really enjoyed an excellent 
ground coffee, a slice of delicious cake 
(don’t tell Ann) and a catchup on what’s 
going on in the village.

Rowde Primary Academy offer a 
photocopying and laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet
For more information please contact 01380 

723991 or just pop into the school office 
between the hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm

Source - Gazette & Herald



Page 32 November 2017   Rowde Village News   

Volunteers required
Help in your community shop

Please give us a hand
We need all ages and all hours

Please phone or e-mail
Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800
or e-mail

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Your friendly, female decoratress!
All decorating or painting projects considered,

including children’s murals
I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced

Call Carolynn on 07881 200218
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

…ageing creatively 

Is an award-winning local charity, seeking to reduce 
loneliness and isolation and in doing so improve health 

and well being for vulnerable elderly people through 
participation in the arts. We run weekly sessions in 

Pewsey, Marlborough and Devizes and are looking for 
friends and supporters to join us in fundraising, raise local 

awareness and help at our sessions. 

COULD YOU PLEDGE SOME TIME IN 2017 AND HELP BY? 

 Businesses: Adopting us as your ‘Charity or 
Choice’ or supporting us in other ways? 

 Individuals: Help spread the word in your 
community, join our ‘friends’ scheme, run a 
fundraiser for us, help promote our work? 

 Groups: We have plenty of ideas and resources 
to support groups involvement 

For more info about our activities or being involved 
 

liz.lavender@artstogether.co.uk  / 07780860922 
 

www.artstogether.co.uk Registered Charity 1109432 
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YOUR VILLAGE, 
YOUR PARISH 
COUNCIL 

 
 WOULD YOU LIKE TO HEAR MORE ABOUT 

WHAT HAPPENS IN THE VILLAGE? 
 

 ARE YOU PROUD OF YOUR VILLAGE AND 
WHERE YOU LIVE? 

 
 CAN YOU SPARE AN EVENING A MONTH TO 

HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF YOUR VILLAGE?  
 
PLEASE SEE THE PARISH COUNCIL 
UPDATE FOR MORE DETAILS.  

 
 

 

AT THE LAST PARISH 
COUNCIL MEETING, 
THE FOLLOWING 
WAS DISCUSSED… 

 
 

PROPOSED 
BUILDING 

DEVELOPMENT AT 
MALTHOUSE FARM 

 
 

PLANTERS & 
PARKING 

RESTRICTIONS 

 
 

ROAD SAFETY 
ISSUES ON CAEN 

HILL & CONSCIENCE 
LANE 

 

ROWDE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

CONTACT: 
Rebekah Jeffries 

rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com 

tel: 01380 720988 
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Become a support worker 
and change someone’s life

We have a range of vacancies for support workers in Rowde, near 
Devizes, Wiltshire.
You don’t need experience of support work or any special qualifications 
for this job as we will provide all the training you need. 
What matters most is a positive attitude and a real desire to support 
people with learning disabilities to live the best life possible. 

Apply online at hft.org.uk/jobs
To find out more, call 01380 725455 or email 
hftwiltshire@hft.org.uk

Full, part-time and waking night support workers: £7.50 p/h
(£7.11p/h between the ages of 18-20) Annual leave and other 
benefits apply

Relief support workers: £8.40 p/h 
(£7.88 p/h between the ages of 18-20) Inclusive of annual leave

ORIGINAL PET PORTRAITS

Call Alan on 07886870053 or Email      
watters.alan@gmail.com for a quote or for 
further information.

Colour or mono portrait of your pet by local 
artist Alan Watters. Original portrait with 
limited edition prints and/or personalised 
greetings cards packages also possible. 
Original supplied framed or just mounted.
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Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Wiltshire Mind

Your  Local Ment al Health Chari ty
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FOURTH GENERATION INDEPENDENT FAMILY  
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN 
Incorporating Thomas Free & Sons of Marlborough Est. 1875 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk  wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com 

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. 
Est. 1932 

 

Marlborough:  
01672 512110 

Devizes: 
01380 722500 

 

              

                       
  I am an experienced, compassionate and professionally qualified counsellor  

based in a beautiful, waterside setting in Seend, Wiltshire and work with 
individuals and couples and specialise in the following areas: 

 
 Relationships    Anxiety 
 Stress     Depression 
 Self-Esteem    Addiction 
 Addictions     Trauma 

 
Contact me on 01380 828143 or 07970 277495 to discuss how I can help 

 
natasha.anscombe@starreach.co.uk                       www.starreach.co.uk 

 
 
 

Natasha Anscombe 
 

Family Consultant & Counsellor 
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Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) on a 
Saturday every four weeks, from 11.40am to 12.30pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and children of 
all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. It is also possible 
to reserve items that are not available on the 
van. The library van is wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice). 
Next dates for the Library van (all 
Saturdays):
11th November, 9th December.

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cards to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We make a wide range of Jams, Chutneys and Marmalades
Orders taken for Celebration Cakes or Sugar Craft Flowers
We also sell delicious Shortbread, Handmade Chocolates 

and many other seasonal treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We produce our own Apple Juice from the orchards here 
at Furlong Close.   Food miles - ZERO!  Give it a try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A beautiful wheelchair accessible space to hire, with or 

without catering, for Meetings, Parties, Training Courses, etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069
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The George and Dragon
  Tel: 01380 723 053  -  Email: gm@thegeorgeanddragonrowde.co.uk

Winter Events
Halloween Wine Club Supper  

Tuesday 31st October 7pm
Last few spaces! Dress up if you fancy and then come and join us for some 
delicious wine and 3 course bring Me Food Menu – £45pp includes all F&B. 

Eating in the tunnel!!!!

Bonfire Party & BBQ  
Sunday 5th November 5pm – 8pm

Join us for usual shenanigans with the annual ‘make a wish’ rocket and sparklers!
BBQ includes Chilli burger, sausages, prawns & salads + surprise pudding.

Adults £10 - Kids eat for free! 

As always we look forward to seeing you at the pub
If you are new to the village please pop in and say hello

Chippy, Tom & The G&D Team  

New Years Eve Party 2017 
This year we are planning a right old knees up with marquee & 

bar in the garden!   Party starts from 7pm 
Ceilidh Band (barn dancing) 7.30pm in the marquee.

Hog roast, cold meats, cheese & salads banquet at 9pm
Pudding & pick N mix sweet table from 10pm

Disco the night away from 11pm 
Early bird tickets are only £25 & available until end of November 

(Tickets are then £30 thereafter) 
Ticket price includes entry & food – Kids just £5!

We will set up the sitting room as kids chill out room with games and DVD’s
(The event is ticket only therefore bar not open for casual drinks)  

Places are limited, purchase tickets at pub ASAP!

Christmas Parties
Christmas bookings are now being taken and filling up fast. The newly decorated 

sitting room can host 18 people or the whole restaurant up to 36 people.
Please see the G&D Christmas booklet for menu options 
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

This months special offer – only £35
3½ lb Wiltshire Leg of Pork Roasting Joints

1 Whole Norfolk Chicken
2 lb Diced Beef or Lamb
1 lb Home cured Bacon

10 Homemade Traditional Pork Sausages
1 Pack Colliers Cheddar Cheese 

4 Ready to cook Homemade Pies (Steak or Chicken and Ham)
An average of less than £1.20 per meal

All packed and labelled to your requirements
If you would like anything packed or butchered differently then 

please ask and we will be more than happy to help

Follow us for up to date monthly offers - 
https://www.facebook.com/stilesbutcher

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and 
to find out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday - Friday:  8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

CHRISTMAS BOXES
TURKEY

Fresh Usk Vale Turkey
Home cooked Ham Joint
Homemade Chestnut and

Sausage meat stuffing
Homemade Chipolata Sausages

Home cured Streaky Bacon
Luxury Cranberry Sauce

For 4 people £47.50
For 6 people £65.00
For 10 people £87.50

BEEF
Wiltshire Topside Roasting Joint

Home cooked Ham Joint
Homemade Sausage meat stuffing

Pigs in Blankets
Creamed Horseradish

Beef Dripping
For 4 people £32.50
For 6 people £47.50
For 10 people £75.00

Christmas gift vouchers available
Christmas Opening Times
Thursday 21st   8am - 5pm                  
Friday 22nd        8am - 5pm 
Saturday 23rd             8am - 5 pm
Sunday 24th         8am - 12pm

Orders now being taken
To be sure of availability please order 
before Saturday 9th December.
Please phone with any orders or come 
in to see us.

TURKEY CROWN
Stuffed Turkey Crown

Streaky Bacon
Homemade Chipolata Sausages

Cooked Ham or Topside roasting joint
Cranberry Sauce

Goose Fat
For 4-6 people £55.00
For 8-12 people £89.50

COOKED MEAT & CHEESE
Cooked Sliced  Ham

Cooked Sliced Salt Beef
Cooked Sliced Roast Beef

Long Clawson Stilton
Longmans Traditional Cheddar

Somerset Brie
Red Onion Marmalade

Apple and West Country Cider Chutney
Mini Sausage Rolls

£27.50
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ROWDE VILLAGE HALL 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
SATURDAY 2nd DECEMBER 

THIS YEAR WE ARE UNABLE TO GO DOOR TO 
DOOR COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE STALLS 

 
SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY ITEMS FOR THE STALLS 

THE HALL WILL BE OPEN ON FRIDAY MORNING DECEMBER 1st 
OR TELEPHONE A COMMITTEE MEMBER ON 722186, 723049, 

722497 OR 723854, TO ARRANGE COLLECTION 

 

      
          

  See you at the Hall on December 2nd 
           Listen to the Fair Organ 
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GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

Registered Charity No 1153790
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust provide a Courtesy Home Security Service for elderly, 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people living in Wiltshire, who have become, or are at 
risk of becoming victims of house crime or domestic abuse. 
Our operators will carry out a full security and fire risk assessment before fitting 
the appropriate security devices.   If you are over 60 or vulnerable due to a mental 
or physical disability and don’t feel that you have adequate home security please 
contact us to arrange a visit.

Tel No: 01380 861155     Email: bobbyvan@wiltshire.police.uk
www.wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk

The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 



Page 44 November 2017   Rowde Village News   

Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, nonprofit 
making publication we still do our best 
to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

Greyhound 
Rescue    
West of
England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural Stone

Call Mike Foster on - 01380 720987 - Mobile: 07835 213112
Email: mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web: mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call for a free quotation
Fully insured, quality workmanship

Fitting - Supply - Design Services for Floor and Wall Tiling
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 739835

5 (Sunday 4pm)



Page 46 November 2017   Rowde Village News   

Vine Cottage B&B
26 Bunnies Lane, Rowde
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence again for 2017/18
Ensuite Rooms from £70 single 

and £80 double
Our own hens eggs in the all-inclusive 
cooked breakfast. Also use of guest 
lounge, sauna, Wi-Fi, garden and POD Point 
Electric car charger, included in room price. 

Mention Rowde mag for 5% off, returning 
guests given 10% deduction on Telephone 
or direct email bookings only.

Tel: Mary and Ben Bentley 
on 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

Or book on-line via web-site 
www.vinecottagebb.co.uk 
or FaceBook page,
www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of 
your Rowde Village News in any way or 
would like to give us feedback (good or 
bad) or discuss any magazine issues 
then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   PLEASE 

REMEMBER
to mention where 

you saw the 
advert when you 
contact any of 

our advertisers!

Full term, concession and drop-in rates available.
Beginners and experienced yogis are welcome.

Call or email for bookings and further details.

theo@wildyoga.co.uk 07818401110 www.wildyoga.co.uk
Rebalance mind, body and soul with a smile.
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Move.Every.Day.

Currently running classes:
@ Hft, Rowde:

Mondays:  7.00 pm - Intermediates
Tuesdays:  6.15 pm - Improvers
  7.30 pm - Intermediates
@ Dance Studio, Bath Road, Devizes:
Tuesdays:   9.30 am - Intermediates +
Thursdays: 9.30 am - Improvers/  
    Intermediates
   

To book your place or for any enquiries please email suzijj@rocketmail.com 
or call Suzan on 01380 729791

New beginners class starting in September    
also: All Men’s Class starting soon          

St Matthew’s Festival
Friday 3rd November at 7pm

Music from: 
Victoria Bolley, Rowde Junior Choir, David Grove, Richard 

Butler(Bass), Gavin Moss,
Fiona Thompson(Harpist), Adult choir and Special Guests 

Tickets Adults £5, Children 3-16 years £2 Under 3s free
Refreshments, Cake sale and a Raffle

All monies raised will go directly to St Matthews church
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PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Your Complete Office Supplier
Please note our New Address

6a Snuff Street
 Devizes Wiltshire

SN10 1DU
Telephone: 01380 729429 Fax: 01380 

728368

Email: sales@dmcofficesupplies.co.uk 
www.dmcofficesupplies.co.uk

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 399473 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558
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LETTERS
OUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!
We are very pleased to announce, that on 
Saturday 3rd of November we are holding a 
concert to raise funds for our beautiful church.
With a 6.30pm start, light refreshments, and a 
raffle, we aim to finish around 9pm. This is taking 
place at St Matthew’s, lovely!
Tickets are £5, children (3-16) £2, under 3s 
are free!
Would you or anyone you know like to take part? 
Either singing, playing an instrument or something 
else you think will add to this wonderful event? 
Would your child like to join in with our junior choir, 
having fun learning exciting music? If yes please 
contact: Victoria 01225 972096 or 07481 991277.
There will be rehearsals, but these will be flexible to 
a degree, with prior notice.
Thank you ever so much, let’s make it a fantastic 
evening for our church, and for our village.
Sarah Bowler
ROWDE VILLAGE HALL CHRISTMAS 
BAZAAR
The next event for the village hall will be 
the annual Christmas Bazaar to be held on 
December 2nd.

This is the biggest fund raising event of the 
year which makes about £900. This helps 
towards maintenance, further improvements 
and to keep the hiring fees low.
Unfortunately due to ‘red tape’, health and 
safety and other difficulties we will be unable 
to ‘tour’ the village with Father Christmas on 
the three evenings prior to the Bazaar.
In the past, villagers have been most generous 
donating gifts, bottles, tins, groceries and 
items for the rafffle. We hope this will continue.
If anyone has anything they would like to 
donate could you please let a committee 
member know and we will be pleased to 
collect during daylight hours. Alternatively we 
are at the village hall Friday mornings between 
9am and 11am or the hall is open most days 
for bookings and any items can be left there.
We hope you will appreciate our problem and 
hope you will still continue to support us. We 
look forward to seeing you at the bazaar on 
December 2nd.
Thanking you,
The Village Hall Management Committee

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
Yes, I said Christmas. Yes, yes, I’m talking to you about planning for Christmas in October 
or preferrably, much earlier. Stop shaking your head. Look, I’ll be honest, I’m one of 
those sickening people who buys Christmas wrapping paper in January. I like to be super 
organised about Christmas so that I can forget about it for the week or so that it is here 
(my birthday is just before Christmas too and I do not want to be knee deep in Christmas 
wrapping on that day) and really enjoy myself.
I’ve been asked a few times over the years how I plan for Christmas and if it takes the 
fun out of the season to prepare throughout the year. In all honesty, I shop throughout 
the year to spread the cost and hassle, I’ve been known to have melt downs, which have 
seen me lying on a supermarket floor kicking my legs in the air, when under pressure. 
Whilst having a mooch around the Christmas markets, mulled wine in hand, in December 
is lovely – dashing around the high street or an overheated shopping centre at any point 
after Hallowe’en is my idea of living hell. I don’t really like people and I’m especially 
disinclined towards them when I’m in a hot shopping centre and people are grabbing for 
that year’s must have children’s Christmas gift. No, no, no! Just plain no.
So there you have it, my number one groundbreaking *ahem* Christmas prep tip is to buy 
your gifts throughout the year so you don’t lose an entire salary payment on Christmas. 
The key to buying a stack of gifts in advance is to stay organised. I keep both an Excel 
spreadsheet and a well hidden paper list. Each person I have to buy for is listed. Next to 
each name I have a list of gift ideas or links and also a list of what I’ve bought or made for 
each person. Each gift is numbered.
I wrap each gift as and when I get it (I do keep a few small stocking fillers to wrap nearer the 
time because it fills me with a Christmassy feeling to wrap gifts in front of Elf). On the label I 
write a number in pencil, which then goes on to the Excel sheet, so I know what each gift is 
without giving it away to nosy eyes, which means gifts don’t get duplicated and I stay sane.
I know it might sound silly to start discussing Christmas now and a lot of you will be 
rolling your eyes but I like an easy life. I like to enjoy Christmas knowing that everything is 
sorted, calm and easy.
A Thrifty
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How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact Julie on juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07796690413, giving a brief description 
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

FREE Classified Ads
ACCOMMODATION WANTED
Room for rent required for a staff member 
at the G&D. Nice quiet young man who 
works at the pub all hours.
Please call Chippy for further information 
on 01380 723 053.

FREE ITEMS!
Double wardrobe in reasonable 
condition. Free to collector. 
Tel:01380829652

Do you still have a VHS Player/
Recorder? I have a large number 
of entertainment films on VHS. 
Musicals,Westerns,War, Comedy etc.
Free to collector. Call 01380829652 for 
more information. 
Many thanks, Peter L-H

Two matching ‘Touch’ Table Lamps
Surplus as-new lamps in perfect condition. 
FREE to collector but a small donation 
to Rowdeford Charity Trust would be 
appreciated.
Thank You. Please contact/text Alan on 
07886870053.

Rowde Primary Academy 
Playing Fields

If any organised group within 
Rowde village or its surrounds 

would like to use the Rowde 
Academy School Playing fields for 

specific training or events then 
in first instance please contact  
Philip Piper on 01380 828236

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 698993

or  07968 634689

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641

Would you like to change 
someone’s life?

Are you over 18 and would like a job? 
Or are you recently retired and would 
still like to do something rewarding 

on a full or part time basis?
Do you have a positive attitude and a real 

desire to support people with learning 
disabilities to live the best life possible?

Hft in Rowde currently have 
a range of vacancies for 

support workers.
See page 34 for details
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 172914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

Mini Sudoku (easy this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (medium this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

2 3
2 1

5 2 6
1 4

6 4 5 3
6

1 6 5
2

4 3
8 3

7 3 4
6 4 7 1 2

9 4 6
9 1 5 7

5 8 9 2

4 1 6 5 2 3
5 2 3 6 4 1
2 5 4 3 1 6
3 6 1 2 5 4
6 4 2 1 3 5
1 3 5 4 6 2

3 6 4 2 1 8 5 7 9
7 8 5 4 9 3 1 6 2
2 1 9 7 6 5 4 8 3
1 4 8 9 5 2 7 3 6
6 5 2 3 7 4 8 9 1
9 7 3 6 8 1 2 4 5
4 3 7 5 2 9 6 1 8
5 9 1 8 4 6 3 2 7
8 2 6 1 3 7 9 5 4
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
H S Stiles & Son Ltd                    40&41
Rowde Village Shop             various pages
Silkwise Catering        12
The Farm Cookery School       32
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son Ltd         37
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                12
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
D J Bewley Funeral Directors         43
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
DMC Office Supplies       48
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)        5
St John’s Adult Education           49
Photocopying & Laminating Service     31
Family Consultant & Counsellor                  37
Spanish Tuition          6
ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew       5
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          53
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)               38
House Cleaning (Martina)       44
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      51
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     44
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       51
Adams Renovations                  38
Hestia Soft Furnishings       48
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     43
KFR (used furniture and white goods)     44
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      52
Mike’s Tiling Service          44
Brinton Brothers (Builders)       20
Cee Cee Painting & Decorating      32
GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      25
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       38
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      49
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow                               45
Vine Cottage B&B            20 & 46
The Owl         27
The George and Dragon                 39
Avalon Lodge B&B                      32

HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     48
Active Plus for over 60s       25
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     36
Beechwood Beauty        52
Wiltshire Mind        36
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      46
The Sycamore Centre       46
Pilates Classes        47
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club        27
Greyhound Rescue        44
Original Pet Portraits       34
MISCELLANEOUS:
Agri Services (agricultural & equine)       7
Logs and Kindling        25
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       43
Nursery – Townsend Barn       45
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      27
Rowde Village Website         2
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      38
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    12
Claire Perry         25
4Children           45
J F Chimney Sweep          4
Cut & Go Mobile Hairdresser               46
Arts Together - Ageing Creatively               32
Alan Braunton Woodwind Repairs        6
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

JOKES
Q. What did the left eye say to the right eye?
A. Between you and me, something smells.
Q. How Long is a Chinese man’s name.
A. No, it actually is.

Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk
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Allotments
Chris Stevens, Tel: 01380 738438
Bell Ringing
Friday evenings, Bell Tower, St 
Matthew’s Church at 7pm
Contact Richard Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays 8 pm in Village Hall
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Children’s Art & Craft Classes
Hayley Mitchell  01225458679
hayleymitchell@thecreationstation.co.uk

Church Coordinator
Benefice Administrator:
Sarah Bowler 07747709492

Church Choir
Junior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
6.15 pm
Victoria Bolley 01225 972096
Senior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
7.00 pm
Gavin Moss 01380 729160
Church Wardens
Michael Cornwell Tel: 01380 722855
Gavin Moss Tel: 01380 729160
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717
Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094
Footpaths
Ben Bentley 01380 728360
Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755
Hospitals
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel: 723511
Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100
Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in the month at 8 pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel: 0300 4560100
Devizes Town Council 722160
Neighbourhood Police Team
Jo Newbury Rural Beat Manager
PCSO Fiona Marlow
PCSO Ellen Carter
Google devizes npt to contact the 
team on
www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk>devizes
Parish Council
Chair - Mr Steve Mundy
Tel: 01380 727598
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 01380 720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Playing Fields
For playing field bookings 
please contact the Parish 
Council Clerk on 01380 720988 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes Police  Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 739567
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053
Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174
Roads/Pavements
‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100
Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788 
Rowde Rainbows
Meet: Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15pm
Contact: Pam Ridley 01380 730442           
Email: RowdeRainbows@gmail.com
Rowde Village News
Alan Watters, Tel: 01380 724788

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher - Lorraine Colquhoun 
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head Teacher
Ingrid Sidmouth Tel: 850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa Lancaster, Tel: 725455
Sewing Circle
Ring Yvonne on 01380 728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R H Reeves 725072
J Dalley 07592 063789
Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30 
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held in Village Hall first Tuesday in 
the month at 2.30 pm.
Mrs D Ellis, Tel: 722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Fete - Lisa Mundy
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 727598
Village Shop
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
or contact Rebekah 01380 720988
Youth Club
Iain Marr 07540017184

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in the contacts 
page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
3 November St Matthew’s Festival (see pages 47 & 50)

4 November Bonfire Night (see page 22)

5 November Bonfire Night Party and BBQ (see page 39)

8 November Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall

11 November The Britpop Boys (see page 27)

17 November Christmas Market (see page 35)

26 November First of the Charity Breakfasts at Vine Cottage (see page 20)

30 November Fashion Show (see back page)

2 December Christmas Bazaar (see pages 42 & 50)

16 December Burbank - Live in the Lounge (see page 27)

31 December New Year’s Eve Party at The G&D (see page 39)

31 December New Year’s Eve Party at The Owl (see page 27)

All Tuesdays St Matthew’s Cafe (see pages 20 & 31)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0747 0923 1007 1037 1137 1237 1337 1437 1722 1806R
Devizes, Market Place   0755 0929 1013 1043 1143 1243 1343 1443 1728 1811R 
Rowde, Cross Keys   0808 0938 1038 1138 1238 1338 1418 1555 1740 1820  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0839 0959  - * -  1059   - * -  1359 1449 1626 1813  - * - 

(- * - ends at Calne)

New Bus timetable from 30th April 2017 for Service numbers 33 & 33X

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add approximately 6 minutes to times shown

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0807 0922 1022 1222 1352 1622 1752 
Devizes, Market Place  0813 0928 1028 1228 1358 1628 1758
Rowde, Cross Keys   0820 0935 1105 1235 1435 1635 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0851 1006 1136 1306 1506 1706

Saturday (all journeys are on service 33)

For the most reliable and up to date source of information please go to www.
faresaver.co.uk or for further details of this service or to report a problem please call 

01249444444 or email enquiries@faresaver.co.uk

1510  Devizes School via Caen Hill and Marsh Lane to Rowde 
1525  Rowde School via Marsh Lane and Caen Hill to Devizes Market Place 

Additional journeys on 
Schooldays only:



Fashion Show 
Thursday 30th November 

7.30 pm 
Marsh Hall, Furlong Close, Rowde 

 

Tickets are £6 and include a drink 

This event is hosted by The HFT Voices to be Heard Advocacy Group. 

And M&Co 
Tickets are limited so please ring and reserve. 

Tel 01380 725455 

                    For more information please contact:   

                                                                                                                                           linda.newland@hft.org.uk 

                                                                                                                    Deborah.Clarke@hft.org.uk 

 

The proceeds from this event will be split between VTBH and Alzheimers support 


