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Spring has sprung at Rowdeford School



Page 2 April 2014   Rowde Village News   

Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.co.uk
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Amanda Boorman and she can be 
contacted at amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk or tel: 01225 704054

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 723883

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

FOOD TIMES
Monday - Closed
Tues-Sat Lunch 12.30 - 2.30pm
Tues-Sat Dinner 6.30pm-9pm
Sunday Lunch 12.00-3pm
Sunday pm No Food

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Closed
Tues-Fri 12-3pm & 5-11pm
Saturday - 12midday - 12midnght
Sunday - 12-3pm & 5.30-11pm
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

For this month’s front cover we have put together 
a colourful montage using some wonderful 
photographs taken on Enterprise Day by pupils at 
Rowdeford School (more on this next month).

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the April issue of the Rowde Village News. 
And it’s the biggest issue yet with 68 pages. Well 
March saw the weather improve for a short while but 
as I write it has turned bitter cold again. I hope you are 
all coping with the ups and downs. 
Again some really good reading in this issue with the 
excellent regular contributions from individuals, clubs, 
schools and other organisations plus some very good 
new contributors coming in. 
But before I go much further, how about this month’s front 
cover? We received some wonderful photographs taken 
by pupils at Rowdeford School and we thought making 
a montage would be a great way to display them.
The local news pages (28 to 33) and letters pages (59 
to 62) continue to be good reading and, on page 33, I 
was particularly moved by the tragic and fateful story 
of one of Rowde’s fallen soldiers during World War 1.
If you missed the special meeting on 5th March 
there’s a very good report by Andrew Seedhouse 
about the proposed Activity Centre. Read all about it 
on pages 31 and 32.
With the roads in the village currently in the worst 
state of repair we have seen for many years you may 
be interested to read Ben Bentley’s report on pages 
29 to 31. Note also that Marsh Lane is scheduled to 
be closed for two days from 22nd may for resurfacing 
(see page 33).
And those of you interested in sport may be pleased 
to read about Rowde football team’s impressive 
recent form (see page 29).
Finally, congratulations to Penny Few who sent in 
the winning entry for the Prize Quiz in the last issue. 
We had several all correct entries and Penny was 
the lucky one who’s name was pulled from the hat 
by Veronica Seedhouse. Did you know all the pub 
names? See the answers on page 16. No quiz this 
month but we hope to run a few more in future issues 
if we can get some sponsored prizes (if any readers or 
advertisers would like to sponsor a prize please get in 
touch with our advertising manager Julie Baker).
Mind how you go, Ed



Page 4 April 2014   Rowde Village News   

ROWDE LADIES CLUB
On February 25th the members of the Ladies 
Club met in the Village Hall and all enjoyed 
Pancakes made by Mrs.J.Swift, Mrs.C.Sault 
and Mrs.R.Stevens.
There was also a Quiz with winners being: 
Mrs.S.Elvin, Mrs.D.Ellis and Mrs.J.Handy.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.Y.Atkins, Mrs.S.Elvin, 
Mrs.M.Hayter, Mrs.E.Haling, Mrs.C.O’Rourke 
and Mrs.D.Ellis.
The next meeting will be held on March 25th in the 
Village Hall at 8pm when there will be a talk on the 
‘Help for Heroes ‘ charity given by Mrs.E.Bailey. 
There will also be a ‘Bring and Buy’ stall with the 
proceeds being donated to this charity.
The A.G.M. will be held on April 29th at 8pm in 
the Village Hall.
Di Buckland (Secretary)

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

The Afternoon Club met on March 4th in the 
Village Hall and enjoyed a quiz after celebrating 
the 95th birthday of Mr.V.Reed with the usual 
cake and ‘tipple’.   Everyone had a bar of 
chocolate for entering the quiz.
The next meeting will be held on April 1st 
when Mr.B.Barrett will be giving a slide show 
(Rescheduled from this month).            
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
Lengthening days and brighter weather have 
helped recently to make us more inclined to 
venture out on Mondays, although in spite 
of the rain our attendance has kept up well 
through the winter, with fewer than usual 
coughs and colds reported.  Without icy 
pavements and roads to worry about, getting 
to club has been less of an ordeal for some. 
Then when the sun shines in through the 
windows and warms us up, the spirits lift and 
we can get on with the important business of 
enjoying ourselves!
We had a visit from Mike Pope a few weeks ago, 
who is the farmer on whose land the film set 
for the TV filming of Larkrise to Candleford was 
constructed.  The amount of effort and attention 
to detail that goes into making such sets is 
amazing, and the reality achieved by all sorts of 
innovative means is impressive.  Mike showed 
us lots of pictures throughout the construction 
process, and recounted tales about incidents 
during filming.  It would be nice to watch the 
series again knowing what we know now.
During March we celebrated with Vic as he 
reached his 95th birthday.  As the programme 
for the afternoon was a Kurling match, Vic and 
his wife Doreen again went head to head as the 
team captains and we’re pleased to say that 
this time ”girl power“ kicked in and Doreen’s 
team were victorious with 16 points to Vic’s 10.
Last week we had a visit from Tony and Jenny 
of Border Fashions who brought along their 
range of clothing for sale in the afternoon; 
whilst we had an all day ongoing battle of 
the Wiisport ten pin bowling with our reigning  
champion Arnold fighting off all contenders; 
and others tackled some anagrams to keep 
the grey matter going. 
And so another Monday ended.  If you are 
elderly, or house bound or needing some 
company because you live alone it may well 
be our club is right for you.  It’s a wonderful 
place to make new friends [and probably find 
some old ones] and enjoy some company.  
So if you would like to come and join us on 
a Monday at the Social Centre do give me a 
ring.  We can provide transport if you live in 
Bromham or Rowde.
THE MONDAY CLUB IS A COMMUNITY DAY 
CENTRE AND LUNCHEON CLUB FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND HOUSEBOUND RESIDENTS 
OF BROMHAM & ROWDE. IT IS GRANT 
AIDED THROUGH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL, 
AND SUPPORTED BY AGE UK.
Claire Ladd (Organiser) on 01380859166

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
A Table Top Sale on March 1st made over 
£150 for Village Hall funds.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.P.Baker, 
Mr.G.Stevens, Mr.A.Clark, Mrs.R.Clark, 
Mr.A.Watters, Mr.P.Hale, Mr.R.Parkinson, 
Mr.G.Noyes, Mr.R.Frost, Elaine Plumb, 
Mrs.D.Ellis, Buster Plumb, Mr.M.Burbidge 
and Mrs.M.Hart.
Many thanks to all who supported this event.

At the first Committee meeting after the 
A.G.M. the Trustees signed the Declaration 

A wonderful collection of ornaments were on sale

photograph by Alan Watters
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convenience

of Acceptance and of Willingness to act in the 
Trusts of the Scheme and Charity Laws.
The Officers elected were:    
CHAIRMAN         Mr.B.Barrett
VICE CHAIRMAN   Mr.B.Cross
SECRETARY          Mrs.A.Stradling
TREASURER          Mrs.M.Burbidge
There are still vacancies on the Committee. 
Anyone interested please contact Mr.B.Barrett.
The next fund raising event will be The 
Ploughman’s Lunch on May 3rd.  Tickets, 
still at the bargain price of £5.50p, will be 
available shortly from Di.Buckland 723049.
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
The members of the HIway Club (for the 
Hearing Impaired) met in the Village Hall on 
February 26th and all enjoyed a Horse Racing 
game and Quizzes organised by  Miss G.Harris.
The winners of the Horse Racing were: 
Mrs.D.Varney, Mrs.B.Smith, Miss S.Franklin 
and Mrs.D.Buckland with their favourite 
‘Black Beauty’, 2nd Mrs.J.Spencer with 
‘Colbert Station’ and 3rd Miss E.Harris and 
Mrs.M.Dean with ‘Tea for One’.
Quiz 1.  Miss T Wilson and Mr.C.Bown, 2nd. 
Mrs.J.Spencer, Mr.W.Ilott, Mrs.J.Minty and 
Mrs.M.Dean and 3rd. Miss S Franklin.
Quiz 2. Mrs.J.Ilott, 2nd Mr.W.Ilott, 
Mrs.M.Dean, Mrs.J.Minty and Mrs.J.Spencer, 
3rd Miss E.Harris and Mrs.B.Smith.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.D.Varney, 
Mrs.J.Ilott, Mrs.D.Buckland, Miss E.Harris, 
Miss T Wilson, Mr.B.Barrett, Mrs.A.Starr, Miss 
S.Franklin, Mrs.J.Minty and Mrs.J.Spencer.
The next meeting will be held on March 
26th in the Village Hall at 7.30pm when the 
Burbage Signing Choir will be entertaining 
us and also the Chaplain for the Deaf 
Rev.J.Cowburn will be in attendance.  The 
A.G.M will be held on April 29th at 7.30pm.
Di. Buckland (Secretary)

Can you spare just a couple of hours 
ONCE A YEAR to help raise funds in 

Rowde for this amazing organisation?

The RNLI saves nearly 8,000 lives a year 
and the crews are almost entirely voluntary

Once a year, the Devizes & Marlborough 
Branch of the RNLI raises nearly £6,000 
thanks to volunteers in Devizes and its 
surrounding villages.
Here in Rowde we are urgently in need 
of a few more volunteers.  The dates this 
year are April 26th - May 10th.
That’s two whole weeks during which you 
could give just a few hours of your time to 
collect in our village.

If you can help, please call Rosie Berry on 
01380 722820

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

priced only
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB

BOOK REVIEW
Any Human Heart

by
William Boyd

“Any Human Heart” is written in a journal format.  It follows the 
life from childhood to death (1906-1991) of Logan Mountstuart, 
a fictional character.  Boyd was inspired to write the book after 
reading some journals kept during the 1920s by Cyril Connolly.
Logan Mountstuart was an intellectual and was a talented writer 
who led a very interesting life that brought him into contact with 
famous people of the time -  the Duke and Duchess of Windsor 
and Ian Fleming amongst others.   As you read on through 
“Any Human Heart” you live his life with him, the highs and 
lows, the people he loves and hates, his moments of shame 
and personal tragedy, his acts of kindness and his sins of omission.  It is a very intimate 
journal and I found myself not looking forward to the end.
Not everyone had finished the book but most of those who had, found it enjoyable.  A few 
people did not really like the diary format and found it rather difficult to get into.
Sue Scruse

The next book club will be on 9th April and will be a free read. If you would like 
to join us or have a suggestion for a good read please contact Ann Swan on 
01380 724788.

Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on alternate Mondays, from 3.20pm to 3.50pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Mondays):
April 7, May 19,  June 2, 16 & 30.

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor
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The Sun has finally arrived!  Ice cream sales were 
at a record high over the weekend when the sun 
was out!  The Ice Cream Trike has also made its 
first trip of the year to a trade show at Bradford on 
Avon which was very well attended with local food 
producers from all over the county.
We received some good news that we have been 
highly commended in the New Business category 
for the Countryside Alliance Awards.
The goats and sheep are back out in the fields 
with our newest residents, two beautiful llamas.  
The ponies’ field is nearly recovered enough for 
them to go out again soon too.  
We will be celebrating the Rowdey Cow’s second 
birthday on Saturday 5th April.  There will be a children’s 
bouncy castle and other games throughout the day.  We 
will also be having events on over the Easter Weekend.  
And our popular Cream Egg Flavour Ice Cream is 
available again over the Easter Period.
We will shortly be needing to recruit some extra 
staff over the Easter Holidays and Summer 

Holidays.  Anyone 16 or over is welcome to apply.  
Please bring a CV to the café if interested.
Please note: Our opening hours are changing 
from Monday 31 March to 10.00am to 5.30pm.
Have a lovely Easter and we hope to see 
you soon! Sue

Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2012
Green Tourism Scheme Gold 

Award
Ensuite Rooms from £50 single 

and £70 double
Inclusive of Full English Breakfast menu 
using our own eggs
Also guest lounge, free use of Sauna, 
WiFi and POD Point Electric car charger
Walkers and cyclists welcome
Tel: 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

www.vinecottagebb.co.uk

www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk

ROWDEY COW NEWS
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Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the monthly Parish 
Council meeting in March 2014 were:
Chairman’s Announcements 
• The Chair noted that the village fete team 
has started meeting and emphasised the aim 
of the event which is to involve as many village 
groups as possible. 
• The Village Fete will take place on Saturday 
5th July 2014, from 12pm – 4pm, in the playing field 
next to the Church. 
Village Communications: new website
o The village will have a new website, after it 
was decided not to renew with our current provider. 
Work has been carried out by Cllr A Boorman and 
Cllr A Seedhouse to transfer data to the new website.  
o Cllr S Stapleton has agreed to look at 
branding options for the village/Parish Council.
Sports Field Development
o A public meeting hosted by Cllr A 
Seedhouse was held on Wednesday 5th March 
in the village hall to gauge opinion on a range of 
concepts for the development. 
o Drawings of model buildings were displayed 
at the public meeting and the public audience voted 
in favour of option 3: to knock down the existing 
pavilion, build a wooden framed building with an 
extended sports hall and veranda on the side. 
o There has been an offer to cost the proposed 
work in brickwork and this will be pursued.  
o The next stage of the project is to compile 
a business case and to apply for grants. This may 
include details of services that are offered in kind by 
villagers, for example plumbing, wiring, building
o The Parish Council voted and agreed to 
move forward with the project in line with the terms 
listed above.  
Highways Update 
o Resurfacing work will take place on Marsh 
Lane on 22 May 2014. A section of the road will be 

Jackie Bawden Chair / Future Action in Rowde, DCAP Rep  01380 720856 
Pam Evans Village Appearance    01380 727820
Ben Bentley Roads and transport    01380 728360 
Andrew Seedhouse Playing Fields    01380 829663
Amanda Boorman Local Enterprise Liaison / Website Updates  01225 704054
Sarah Stapleton     01380 720078
Steve Mundy Finance    01380 727598
Pat Bryant Planning    01380 698567
Chris Stevens Playing Field Management    01380 738438
James Graham Safety and Behaviour    01380 722470
vacancy
Rebekah Jeffries Clerk    01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

closed from 7am – 6pm on that day to enable the 
work to be carried out. 
o Further potholes have been filled on Marsh 
Lane in the meantime. 
o Wiltshire Council has cleared all of the gullies 
along Marsh Lane so that water should drain away 
more quickly and prevent new potholes forming. 
o Wiltshire Council’s Community Area 
Transport Group (CATG) agreed at its meeting on 
10th March to match fund dropping two pairs of kerbs 
(Chestnut Close & Springfield Road). 
o CATG has provisionally agreed to go ahead 
with the proposed safe crossing area on Caen Hill with 
possible matched funding from Melksham CATG. 
o Wiltshire Council has cut into grass verges 
to widen the pavement on the bend near West 
End Farm. 
o Pavement resurfacing is due to take place 
near the G & D pub on 22 May 2014. 
o A community steward team spent the day in 
Rowde on Tuesday 18th February clearing gullies 
and cutting back verges (see above). The next 
community steward day will be on 24th June 2014. 
Village Appearance
o Improvements have been made to the 
‘Hangings’ footpath (28), with hard core being put 
down to improve conditions for walkers.  
o Wiltshire Council has rotated the bin at the 
bus stop on the High Street, opposite the Cross 
Keys, to improve the area for bus users. 
o It was agreed that the next village clean-up 
will take place on Sunday 11th May 2014, 9.30am 
– 12pm. This is a chance for all villagers to come 
together to weed, sweep up and generally give the 
village a tidy up. Please come along to help if you 
have a spare couple of hours. Please see separate 
notice in magazine.   
Recycling Banks
o As every household in the village now 
has kerbside recycling facilities for glass, paper, 

Liz Bryant Wiltshire Councillor    01380 850316
Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne
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cardboard and garden waste, it has been suggested 
that the recycling facilities at Sands Lane are no 
longer needed and could be removed. If you feel 
that the recycling banks should remain at Sands 
Lane, please contact the Clerk (tel: 01380 720988, or 
e-mail: rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com). This will not 
affect the clothes bank.
Village Tractor
• It was agreed that the village tractor should be 
sold, as it is no longer used to maintain the grassed 
areas in the village. If there are any objections or 
interested parties, please contact the Clerk (Rebekah, 
tel: 01380 720988)  
Allotments
• We have some plots available for rent. The 
cost is £15.00 per annum and this includes water 
rates. If you are interested, please contact the Clerk 
(tel: 01380 720988)
Parking on pavements
o The issue of parking on pavements has been 
raised with our PSCO Helen Clarke. It has been 
confirmed that it is illegal to park on pavements and 
drivers are liable for fines. Residents are urged to take 
photos of cars parked illegally and submit them to the 
community police. 
o Wiltshire Council has also raised concern over 
cars parking on and damaging its grass verges around 
the village.
Wiltshire Council update
• Wiltshire Council has requested details 
of any internal properties that have been flooded 
in recent months. The Clerk will submit details on 
anyone’s behalf. 
• Wiltshire Council is also proposing to adopt a 
new Land Drainage byelaw. A copy is available upon 
request from the Parish Clerk (tel: 01380 720988).
Mobile Library Service
• Wiltshire Libraries are concerned about the 
small number of people who use the mobile library 
stop at the village hall on alternate Mondays. There is 
concern that the stop may be cancelled if it is not used 
by more people. Please support the mobile library if 
you are able to.   
Planning Applications
• 13/06833/FUL Marshfields, Marsh Lane: 
Retrospective application for timber construction rear 
garden shed. The Parish Council found no objections.
• 14/01177/FUL 4 Omega Terrace, Marsh Lane: 
Extend existing first floor above existing ground floor 
extension. The Parish Council found no objections.
Finance
• The Parish Council agreed to purchase a 
replacement ‘No dogs in Children’s Play Area’ sign for 
the church entrance to the small playing field. 
• Monthly invoices for total of £2398.93 were 
approved:
Admin & meeting expenses (+CPRE sub) 1320.01 (+£29)

Grounds & Village Maintenance               831.52

Christmas light harness   218.40

Total:              £2398.93

Dates for the diary - 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 
2nd April 2014 at 8.00pm, in the Village Hall. 
The Annual Parish Council meeting, followed by the 
Annual Village meeting will take place on Wednesday 
14th May 2014 from 7pm. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
noticeboards and on the Village website (www.
rowdevillage.co.uk). 
You are very welcome to join us at the next Parish 
Council meeting or to contact any of the Councillors 
directly – please see contact details on opposite page. 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Any Council Litter Bin Will Do

With the ever changing world of waste, it can 
make it difficult for anyone to understand how 
they should dispose of their litter, so the council is 
making it easy for residents with its ‘Any Council 
Litter Bin Will Do’ campaign. 
The message is a simple one.  Whether dog waste, litter, 
cigarette butts or chewing gum; put it in your nearest litter 
waste bin.
If you are walking your dog and there is a nearby litter 
bin, you can simply use this.  If there is no nearby litter 
bin, take it home and dispose of it in the council provided 
household waste bin.  
There is no longer a need for expensive specialised bins 
for dog waste as all the council’s disposal facilities can 
accept this waste.  This means all litter can be simply 
mixed and disposed of together.  Easier, cheaper and 
more convenient.
Although the number of litter bins the council has in the 
community is fixed, Wiltshire Council is happy to re-site 
litter bins if requested by a parish or town council.  This 
allows parish and town councils to identify their local 
needs and requirements.  Providing the number of litter 
bins in an area does not exceed the current numbers, the 
council is happy to assist.
The council will also be reviewing the frequency of 
emptying litter bins over the next twelve months.  
There are some very exciting innovations that allow 
the council to match the frequency of emptying to the 
use of a litter bin, maximising the use of resources and 
ensuring Council Tax Payers money is wisely spent.
Parish and town councils who may wish to relocate 
existing bins should contact their local Highways 
Coordinator on the below number to request the changes.
There is also new legalisation that means that certain 
commercial premises are responsible for their customer’s 
waste outside their properties.  Sometimes the best way 
to meet this requirement is for the premises to provide 
and maintain litter bins themselves.  This only recognises 
what historically the local village shop undertook, or new 
businesses, such as McDonalds, with their provision of 
community litter bins.  If town or parish councils wish to 
discuss these arrangements their local Coordinator will 
also be pleased to help.
I hope this is useful and remember next time you are 
walking your dog ‘any council litter bin will do!’
Further Enquiries to: Adrian Hampton, 01249 706799
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello again,
Some good weather at 
last! Our ice cream sales 
are on the up and we look 
forward to lots more.  We 
have started stocking the 
litre Marshfield ice cream 
tubs now.  If you have a 
favourite flavour you would like us to include 
please let me know.
Foxhangers Canal Boat holidays have started 
their season and we have had our first order for 
the year.

We finally have the Magic Moments book back 
in stock and they started selling within a few 
hours of delivery so please come and get your 
copy soon. For those who are unaware this is a 
life story of Douglas Drew who spent some years 
in the village and is a great read.
Our hot food sales are going from strength to 
strength.  In our range we now have hot bacon 
or sausage filled muffins for £2, great for a 
quick breakfast.  Please remember you can 
order your items the day before if you have a 
favourite. We are starting croissants and pain 
au chocolate on Sundays, but you can order for 
any day of the week.  We also sell the whole 
range frozen for bake at home with no defrost 
time. Along these lines we now have Market 
Day Specials which include bread and cakes.  
They are in stock Thursdays and Fridays, if you 
want something special let me know and I will 
include it in the order.
Many, many thanks to those of you who have 
ordered fish from us, this is building up gradually 
and we have had great feedback on the quality. 
As a reminder you can order any fish the day prior 
to you needing it.  The fish can be cleaned and 
filleted according to your requirements.  There 
is no minimum order, the van comes through 
Rowde en route so it is not out of their way.
Cottage pie, fajitas, beef stew, chicken cordon-
bleu and chicken pie are just some examples 
of the meals you can create from the fabulous 
Poulshott meat we stock. Stiles meat, mince 
and chicken thighs are also back in stock due 
to popular demand. For all the vegetarians 
and those of us who love veg please note the 
praise for our range and quality of fruit and 

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 12:00
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

veg continues and our order increases weekly.  
Please remember we can deliver all items we 
stock so if you would like to order fish and will 
not be home prior to our closing we could leave 
it somewhere for you or deliver to a neighbour.  
Our delivery service is rarely used by villagers 
but I assure you we are very happy to do so and 
have lots of volunteers ready to pop things round 
to you, again no minimum order is necessary. 
We have recently updated our website www.
rowdevillageshop.org which now has a blog and 
our fabulous delivery video and this has a link to 
our FaceBook page, please try to visit and like us!!
Our continued thanks go to all our volunteers but 
we still have room for Sunday volunteers to 
a. Collect the papers, 
b. Open and set up the shop for the day.
c. Run the shop
If you could take on one to the above every 4 
to 6 weeks please get in touch - we would be 
very grateful. 
Many thanks for reading and I hope to see you in 
the shop very soon
Veronica Seedhouse 01380 739800   
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

VERONICA’S RECIPE
This month’s recipe, something the children 
could do for Easter

Easter Fairy Cakes:
INGREDIENTS:
• For the cakes
• 140g self-raising flour
• 120g butter, softened
• 85g caster sugar
• 2 eggs
• 2 tbls cocoa powder
• For the icing
• 100g milk or dark chocolate, melted
• 120g butter, softened
• 120g icing sugar
METHOD:
Prep: 10min Cook: 10min Ready in: 20min
1. Preheat the oven to 190C (gas mark 5). 
Line three mini muffin tins with colourful 
paper cases.
2. Weigh out the flour into a large bowl and 
add the remaining ingredients.  Mix with an 
electric hand-beater until smooth.
3. Spoon the mixture into the paper cases, 
filling them 3/4 full. Bake for 10 -12 minutes, or 
until the sponge mixture feels firm when you 
touch it. Remove from the oven and cool.
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Good Neighbour News
Financial Spring Clean
One of my favourite tasks when visiting people 
in the course of my work, is saving people 
money.  Could you save money on any of 
your bills?  I have recently overhauled my own 
finances and saved money on my electricity, 
phone calls and insurance.  
With regard to your electric or gas bills – could 
you current supplier put you on a cheaper 
tariff?  All it takes is one phone call to them 
and you could be better off.  Alternatively you 
could switch supplier and save.  If you buy oil, 
could you join an oil buying syndicate and save 
money?  There are a number of syndicates 
around, including one run by Community First.
Are you on the best phone package?  I recently 
rang my supplier and told them I was paying too 
much.  They halved my monthly bill straight away.
If you have been with the same insurance 
company for years, you might well be able 
to save by switching to a different insurer.  If 
you tell your current insurer you are thinking 
of leaving, they may give you a significant 
discount.  To change insurer you can visit a 
broker or, if you have access to the internet, 
get quotes on line.  You could save on your 
contents, buildings or car insurance.
Also check that you are claiming all the 
benefits that you are entitled to.  These include 
Attendance Allowance, Pension Credit, Council 
tax and Housing benefit.  If your financial 
situation changes (for example, your spouse 
dies or your savings fall) it could be worth 
having your benefits reassessed.
If you would like any information on any of 
these things please contact me. 
Caroline Culley, Good Neighbour 
Coordinator for Devizes villages 
on 07557 922027 or email                        
devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk

At the heart of your community

Rowde Primary 
Academy Playing Fields

If any organised group 
within Rowde village or its 

surrounds would like to use 
the Rowde Primary School 
Playing fields for specific 
training or events then in 

first instance please contact  
Philip Piper on 01380 828236

4. To make the chocolate icing: mix the 
softened butter and sugar together with 
an electric beater and then add the melted 
chocolate. Be careful not to over beat it.
5. Spread on top of each fairy cake 
and decorate with two or three mini 
chocolate eggs.
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed)

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of your 
Rowde Village News in any way or would like 
to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss 
any magazine issues then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the 
parish, or if you have a personal item to sell, 
then contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 
or by email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk
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The Reverend
Norma Fergusson

Thoughts from The Rectory
Last month we went to see a film of the stage 
production of War Horse at the Devizes 
cinema - it was amazing and absolutely worth 
the nightmarish journey through the fog to get 
there! The puppets (though it seems a little 
unkind to describe those wonderful animals as 
mere puppets) were undoubtedly the stars of 
the show and somehow managed to be true 
to the spirit of the book, which tells the story of 
the first world war from the horses’ perspective, 
and thus to be even handed in describing the 
human combatants.
At its heart, War Horse is a story which shows 
how much we will do for love - not just Albert’s 
love for Joey (the war horse of the title), which 
leads him to enlist even though he is under age, 
but also his parents’ love for one another and 
the intangible love of country and sense of what 
is right that leads men to fight for their country. 
It also highlights the difference between our 
sometimes casual use of the expression “to 
kill” (mother says “don’t worry if you hear any 
strange noises – it’s just me killing your father”) 
and the reality of the battle field. 
This year as we commemorate (and absolutely 
do not celebrate) the start of the first world 
war, it is important to keep that reality in mind. 
And sometimes, fiction is a way of exploring 
reality, because it opens up truths which are 
sometimes lost when we focus too much on 
fact. This is what we are doing through another 
film - Chocolat - in our Lent courses. 
And you won’t be surprised to know that the 
film started me thinking about what we might do 
for love in this season of Lent - whether that is 
looking at ways to reduce our carbon footprint 
or at ways to increase our giving to those in 
need. And, of course, to remember what God, 
in Christ, was prepared to do for love of us at 
that first Easter. 
Whatever you do, have a happy and blessed Easter,
Norma
Notes from our Churchwardens
Norma & Richard Ferguson
By now, many of you will know that Norma 
and Richard are moving to the parish of 
Ashbury near Shrivenham in the Oxford 
Diocese at the end of April. It goes without 
saying that they will be hugely missed.  Their 
last service will be in Bromham at 11am on 
Sunday 27th April - a Family Communion 
followed by a “Bring & Share” lunch, at 
which there will be a presentation to Norma 
& Richard.  Donations can be given to the 
Church Wardens until Sunday 20th April or 

can be left in the village shop.  Everyone is 
welcome at both the service and the lunch.
Mother’s Union
AGM on Thursday 10th April at 7.30pm at 
Gwen’s house, Mean View, Westbrook.
Reminder: 10th May Royal Wootton Bassett 
Silver Band Concert.
Village Fête: Saturday 5th July
St Matthew’s will be running the cake stall at 
this event.  Donations of homemade cakes 
will be appreciated.
More details nearer the time.
Book Shop
In St Matthew’s on Saturdays between 10am-
12 noon.  Come in for coffee and browse.
Maureen Hiscocks 
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Asst Curate: Rev Norma Fergusson  Tel: 
850811 Email: norma.fergusson@tiscali.co.uk
Churchwardens: 
Maureen Hiscocks   Tel  725406
Gavin Moss  Tel 729160
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/

CHURCH ROTAS
Church Cleaning

Spring clean for Easter. Team meets 11am on 
Monday 14th April ready for action

Brass Cleaning
Phil Hale

Flower Arranging
6, 13 April - No flowers during Lent
20 April Easter Sunday - All arrangers please
27 April - Easter Flowers
Please contact Maureen Hiscocks 01380 
725406 or Jane Moss 01380 729160 if you 
would like to help

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR
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Date/Time  Service                
Wednesday 2 
11.00 am  Holy Communion

Sunday 6  Lent 5    
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service in Church
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

Wednesday 9 
11.00 am  Holy Communion Bromham

Sunday 13  Palm Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Family Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Holy Communion

Wednesday 16   
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House

Thursday 17 Maunday Thursday   
7.00 pm  Holy Communion

Friday 18  Good Friday 
10.30 am  Family Worship including making the Easter Garden
2.00 pm  Service to remember Christ’s Last Hour on the Cross
7.30 pm  Stations of the Cross, Bromham

Saturday 19 Easter Eve
7.30 pm  Easter Virgil, Bromham

Sunday 20  Easter Day
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Easter Family Communion
11.00 am  Easter Family Communion, Bromham

Sunday 27  Easter 2 
11.00 am  Benefice Family Communion with farewell to Norma and Richard, Bromham
6.00 pm  Holy Communion followed by Annual Church Meeting at 7.15 pm

Sunday 4 MAY Easter 3 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service in School
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

April Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

In addition, a short service of Morning Prayer is 
normally said on Tuesdays at 8am, please join us.
Please note that the Church is open every day 
from 10am - 4pm and Coffee is available from 
10.00 - noon on Tuesdays and Saturdays 
Do come and explore our beautiful village Church 
or come in to sit quietly and pray.

Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek or 
special services may change due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Please check the Church notice 
board for further information.
Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Everyone is very welcome at all our services
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follow each other from high note, small bell, 
the Treble, number one, to the largest, the 
Tenor, number eight, in a full circle: continuing 
until a conductor tells two of the ringers to 
change places (‘called change’), so each time 
s/he ‘calls’ the bells ‘change’ into a different 
order.  eg 12345678 on command 6 to 7 
becomes 12345768 then command 4 to 5 
yields 12354768, etc.  Eventually the musical 
pattern comes back to the original order.  
The pattern of changes may be random for 
casual ringing or specific sequences.  There 
are specific 6, 8, etc. bell sequences such as 
13572468 – Queens; 12753468 Whitingtons; 
15263748 – Titums.
Developed from the call-change system in 
the 1600’s, is a form of changing bell places 
without the conductor having to call.  It is 
really a mathematical system which the ringer 
memorises – more complex!  The ‘music’ is 
called a Method.  It is a precise system and 
ensures that no two sequences are repeated 
before returning to the original sequence of 
1 to 8 known as rounds - full permutation of 
available numbers.  November 16th 2013 
was the tercentenary of the death of Fabian 
Stedman who produced a sequence that 
includes the treble completing the same 
sequence of moves as the other ‘working’ 
bells.  The term ‘method’ cannot be used 
for this sequencing and it is thus called 
a ‘principle’.  In method ringing the treble 
follows its own pattern.
People listening probably don’t realise the 
bells are changing all the time.  For seven 
bells ‘working’ a ‘peal’ in this case will consist 
of 5 040 changes (viz ‘factoral 7’ or to you 
in English 7 x 6 x 5 x 4 x 3 x 2 x 1 changes) 
with each bell ringing 5 040 times without a 
sequence repeat.  The ringing goes non stop 
and may last around three hours to complete: 
the size the tenor bell - 82 cwt-11 lb of 
Liverpool Cathedral – about four hours.  If a 
mistake made is not corrected immediately it 
can throw the whole sequencing out and that 
is it!  Stand!
Bell ringing methods rely on the bells being 
numbered not working on their particular 
note and musical scales.  Although you don’t 
have to read music to ring bells, rhythm is 
essential.   Ringing is a knack, once you have 
overcome friction in the bearings (negligible) 
and the wind resistance in the bell chamber 

Bells were introduced to Christian 
churches by Paulinus at Nola, a bishop of 
equal standing with Augustine; there are 
hundreds of bells of all kinds in our lives, 
from the morning alarmer to the school 
bell.  To learn how to ring church bells 
‘full circle bells’ you go to an experienced 
ringer who perhaps shows you a diagram, 
sometimes there is even a model.  The 
process is explained and slowly but 
surely, with the experienced ringer aiding 
fully, feel the rope action, the ‘weight’ of 
the bell, the idiosyncrasies of rope and 
bell movement and the effect that input to 
the rope has on the bell itself.  It may be 
quite frightening at first – but control of 
nerves and control of your actions leads 
to a settled action and mastery of the art.  
The Association of Ringing Teachers is 
a professional association of certificated 
teachers who have a raft of teaching 
skills and aids to hand.  There is one near 
you – especially as Devizes Branch of 
Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers has 
many active teachers.
The bell rotates on bearings from ’12 o’clock’ 
round to ’12 o’clock’.  To stop the bell going 
too far, past ’12 o’clock’, should your control 
not be what it might be, a wooden stay is 
used.  This stay also allows the ringer to rest 
the bell in the ’12 o’clock’ position.  In doing 
so it avoids having to retain the bell at 12 
o’clock by holding on to the rope until the next 
ringing session.  The heaviest bell is the tenor 
and the lightest, with the highest note, the 
treble.  Other bells in the ring are numbered 
2, 3, 4, etc.  The bells in the bell chamber are 
so arranged as to balance out the loading 
on the tower and with good design allow 
the ringers to stand in a circle, or as near as 
possible, facing inward.  Bells are female!  
Calling the lowest note, not the Bass bell but 
the Tenor is perhaps a little odd until you note 
that the word is a corruption of ‘tenir’ – to 
hold – as it is used to hold the beat.  Bells in 
English churches, though very carefully tuned 
in the diatonic (major) scale, are not used for 
tunes: they are rung in “changes”. 
There are two styles of ringing.  Especially 
common in Devon and Cornwall is call-
change ringing and the other style common 
world wide is method ringing.  A round, on, 
say eight bells, is an octave and the bells 

CHURCH BELL RINGING
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(negligible); you only have the rope to worry 
about and as the bell pretty well ‘goes on 
its own’ you are away: Ringing.  It is not 
physically demanding and men, women, 
children, all shapes, all sizes, all ages and all 
fitness levels cope well.  It is all consuming 
and the dilemma for the modern age is 
‘commitment’.  It takes time to learn and 
ring new methods and to attend to Service 

ringing.  Most ringers practice at least once 
a week alongside wedding, funeral, divine 
worship and enjoyment ringing – because 
they enjoy it!  Just try swinging the 147 cwt 
[7,35 tonne] bourdon bell, Hosannah, in 
Buckfast Abbey and ringing the other 14 bells 
in time to that one!  Brill!
The judging of competitions is a very 
complicated matter based on spacing and 
timing.  All skill in the ringing forming each 
bell to be evenly spaced from its neighbour.  
Two bells striking too close, a clip, or too 
far apart, too wide, is a fault.  Least number 
of faults wins.  In Devon the most famous 
competition is for the Bill Miners Rose Bowl 
at Widecombe, rung each year on the first 
Saturday in August.  There is a set sequence 
of calls and set minimum time limit to ring 
including raising the bells from down, the safe 
position, to up ready to ring and then reverse.  
Method ringers have similar events.  The elite 
event is the twelve bell striking Competition 
[to be held at Christ Church, Oxford June 
28, 2014] with Bristol, Exeter, Birmingham, 
Liverpool and St Paul’s Bands amongst 
the entrants.  Stedman Cinques is the test 
method (and the best of luck!).

Here ‘tiz:- All bells follow the same route, the 
pattern (blue line as it is called [in this case 
black]), they just start in a different position 
on the line and then the whole is ‘merged’ 
together.  Numbers in circles (eg (7) show 
the bell start in the ‘principle’ on.  Lines of the 
method progress down the column, etc. with 
132 different lines ie 132 different sequences 
of the 11 bells.

A ‘sub-routine’ is inserted to the ‘blue line’ 
every so often by a conductor to change two 
bells over in the sequence.  For example 
bell 2 may take on the work, the pattern 
path, of bell 5, etc.) and so progress the 
number of distinct lines from 132 to more 
than 5 000 – a Peal.
A method on 3 bells (as in Hartham church) 
is called singles as only one pair bells may 
change place at a time – line to line.  Minimus 
– 4 bells; Doubles – 5; Minor - 6; Triples – 7; 
Major – 8; Caters – 9; Royal – 10; Cinques 
– 11 and Maximus – 12 bells through to 16 
bells eg. St. Martin,  Birmingham and Swan 
Tower, Perth, WA [Twelve of these bells 
were cast originally by Abraham Rudhall’s 
Gloucester foundry and hung in St Martin-in-
the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London in 1725 
before being gifted to Perth when 13 new 
Whitechapel foundry bells were installed in 
London in 1988].
Like to know more – with no commitment?  
Come along to any of the 5 000 plus towers 
in UK. -  Search Dove (top right box) at http://
dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php and watch the 
ringers or have a try.
Richard Heath
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Rowde Rainbows (registered Charity 
No. 1028202) is in dire need of an 
extra pair of adult hands
We currently have 18 girls aged between 5 and 7 
years and an even fuller waiting list, many of whom 
are already 5 and so missing out on the fun that 
Rainbows can offer them.
An extra unit helper (aged over 18) will allow us to take 
on more girls.
So if you are able to give up an hour and a half a week on 
a Tuesday night please contact me for more information.

Ailsa Devon 
01380 850081 
07966 230810

DO YOU SHOP ON LINE?
YOU COULD RAISE MONEY FOR 

ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
 IT WON’T COST YOU ANYTHING
16 SUPPORTERS DO ALREADY 

(BOOST THE LIST, BOOST THE 
MONEY - £63.93 RAISED ALREADY)

What to do to register:
1. Log onto:  easyfundraising.org.uk  
 (Fundraising ideas, Fundraising for  
 Charity).
2. Click onto ‘I want to support a good  
 cause’.
3. On the next page under ‘Choose a  
 good cause’ type ‘Rowde Village  
 Shop’. Click ‘find’.
4. On the third page click ‘Support’  
 in the green box opposite Rowde  
 Village Shop.
5. Fill in your details. (No need to   
 complete details requested for Gift  
 Aid unless you wish to.)
6. Install ‘Find and Remind’.
Normal Shopping. (Now you are 
registered it will only take one extra click.)
Every time you want to order goods on line, 
go into easyfundraising.org.uk first. Then 
enter the name of the retailer from whom 
you wish to purchase. Easyfundraising 
makes a note of your purchase, collects 
the donation from the retailer and passes it 
to our shop. It won’t cost you a penny! For 
more information go to ‘How it works’ top 
left on the first page.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR HELP, 
E-MAIL:  hazel.aitken2@btinternet.com

PRIZE QUIZ
Answers from March issue

1.        Greyhound
2. Elephant & Castle
3. Three Horseshoes
4. Crows Nest
5. Ship
6. Boat (or Barge)
7.        Swan
8. Crown
9. Queen Victoria (or Queen’s Head)
The lucky winner, drawn from the hat by 
Veronica Seedhouse from several correct 
entries received, was Penny Few. Penny 
will receive the latest CAMRA Good Beer & 
Pub Guide plus a £10 voucher to spend in 
the village shop. Well done to Penny! We 
hope you all had fun with this and thanks to 
everyone who entered. We hope to get some 
sponsored prizes soon so look out for more 
prize quizzes in future issues.
Ed

Volunteers required
Help in your 

community shop
Please come forward and give 
us a hand. We need all ages 

and all hours
Please phone or e-mail Veronica. Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800 or e-mail 
rowdevillageshop@gmail.com
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The George and Dragon
01380 723 053

Follow us on Facebook or twitter @_thegandd

We hope you can pop in for a quick lunch or supper soon
Phil, Michelle & Chippy

The George and Dragon Early Birds and Set lunch
You don’t have to wait for a special occasion to come 

and visit us...our Early Bird Offers give you a chance to 
dine at a reduced cost and some even for half the price!

 Beer battered fish & chips £7.50
Rib eye steak, tomato & chips £14.50

Scampi & chips £9.50
Homemade pie of the day £9.50

All puddings £3.
We also offer a set menu daily and Monday to Friday evenings 

with choices from our a la carte and seafood  menu.
2 courses £16.50
3 courses £19.50

WHO (OR WHAT) AM I?
My name is Clive and I live in Rowde.  I am 
warm and very cuddly with a soft coat. I come 
when my name is called, walk on a lead and 
will lie down when told.  My breed have been 
around for over seven thousand years and 
have not changed very much at all in that 
time.  I can run very fast but am not what 
you would call graceful, more cartoon like.  I 
like to protect other animals, especially the 
young and I am very sociable.  I talk a lot 
and gesture with my head and body.  When 
I was born I was called a cria but now I am 
fully grown I am a machos as I am (have you 
guessed) an adult male alpaca.
Now go to page 40 to see a picture of me 
with one of my friends!

LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044
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NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
Thursday 6th March was World 
Book Day. Earlier in the week as 
part of this, Key Stage 3 students 
enjoyed a visit by the author 
Debi Evans.  The students loved 
her story ‘The Secret Society of 
Dragon Protectors’ and used their 
imaginations to draw wonderful 
illustrations of what their dragons 
would look like. 
All the students and staff were 
encouraged to bring in a book 
and we held a Book Swap Day. 
This was a great success.
On the Thursday many staff and 
students dressed up as their 
favourite book characters and 
The White Rabbit, Queen of 
Hearts, Willy Wonker, Where’s 
Wally, Aladdin and many others 
were to be found in school.
On the 10th of March Year 7 had a Team 
Building Day at Braeside in Devizes. They 
enjoyed the challenges of low and high ropes, 
obstacle courses, climbing walls and problem 

solving. Some students were extremely brave 
and performed the leap of faith which involves 
leaping off a high platform to hang from a 
trapeze, before being lowered to the ground.
This term’s value of resilience certainly came 
into play, with the students having to work 
together to achieve a successful outcome in 
the puzzle solving activities, including getting  
whole teams through the spider’s web.

The annual Friends of Rowdeford Quiz Night 
was well attended on Friday 14th March.  The 
winning team of Alice’s Army looked splendid 
as they were dressed as characters from Alice 
in Wonderland. Thank you to Barry and Sarah 
Devine for a fun night.
Kate Bowerbank



Page 19Rowde Village News   April 2014

NEWS FROM ROWDE C of E PRIMARY ACADEMY
Spring at last 
seems to be here 
and here at Rowde 
Academy we are 
looking forward to 
celebrating Easter. 
All our daffodils 
have come out 
and are making 
our grounds look 
cheerful and bright! 
Only half way 
through March, 
and already it has 
been eventful. 
We welcomed Canon Harold Stevens, from 
Salisbury Diocese, into school. He enjoyed 
his visit and made a special mention about 
his tour; conducted by the Head boy and girl, 
he also commented how polite and articulate 
the children were. He joined us for lunch, 
chatting to the children who were sat with 
him. He left reluctantly to attend another 
meeting that he had scheduled; I hope that 
he comes back soon.
We had an incredibly interesting day learning 
about the stars and the constellations with the 
help of the Explorer Dome Company who visited 
a few weeks ago. They set up a huge inflatable 
dome in our hall and we all had to crawl inside it 
to discover the delights of the night sky.
Some of our children wanted to raise money 
to support the local Devizes Opportunity group 
who are at risk due to lack of funding. The girls 

decided that they would like to organise and 
run a cake sale and donate all the profits to this 
worthy cause. There were so many cakes that 
they were able to sell cakes over two days and 
they raised a staggering £131. This is a fantastic 
effort and shows just how generous the children 
and parents at Rowde Academy are. 

We are now looking forward to our Easter 
service and are going to be making 3D 
representations of the different parts of the 
Easter story.
Our Easter service this year is going to be on 
Thursday 3rd April at 1.30 and will be held in St 
Matthew’s. 
Lorraine Colquhoun, Headteacher

Have you visited the mobile library recently? It stops at the Village Hall 
on alternate Mondays from 3.20 – 3.50. The mobile stocks a large range 
of information books and novels, from the latest thriller to best-selling 
autobiographies, cookery and gardening. There is also a wide selection of large 
print and talking books. Parents with young children, will find a great range of 
picture books, story CDs and films on DVD for them to enjoy; there are information 
books and plenty of exciting reading for older children as well.
It’s free to join the library, ¬just bring along proof of your name and address and the 
mobile library manager will sign you up immediately – they are always happy to help.
For more details visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries or telephone 01985 216022

The mobile library stops in Rowde
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It looks like the winter has finally ended, and 
we have been busy out in the fields for the 
first time since November. It is important to try 
and plant the spring crops as early as possible 
to ensure that they have a sufficient growing 
period during the summer. Spring oats are 
due to be planted next week (24th March). 
The ground has been moved using our sumo 
which has deep soil penetrating feet that lift 
the soil and aerate it ready for the new crop. 
The winter rain has panned the soil down and 
compacted it and many farmers are having 
trouble obtaining a good seedbed, as the 
dampness of the soil means that it comes up 
in big lumps, which require further working. 
Hopefully all 100 acres will be planted over the 
next few days.
The winter crops have been growing well now 
that the sun has appeared, and they have 
all had their first dose of nutrition or fertiliser. 
Usually three doses are applied between now 
and the beginning of May. The price of fertiliser 
dropped slightly this year for a while which is 
a help, and we managed to buy ours before 
it started to rise again. Quite a lot of fertiliser 
comes into the UK form countries like Poland 
and Lithuania, where it is cheaper.
Most of the goats have finished kidding, we 
have had eight youngsters so far. Their field 
shelter has now been rescued from the trees 
where it was blown in the gales at Christmas, 
so they should all be able to go out and enjoy 
some grass in the next few days.
Rowdeford School have been here this week 
with two groups who have been learning about 

eggs and chickens. 
We had a good 
time looking at the 
contents of eggs and 
all the different uses 
they can be put to. 
The visit finished 
with egg collecting 
in the paddock. In 
addition five different 
schools have been 
to the farm with 
around a total of 120 
children learning 
about how food is 
made. They also 
looked at the new 
grain drier and the 
highlight was seeing 
it in action!

John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

Applying the first dose of fertiliser
A new bench!!

Sumoing ready for spring oats

Oilseed rape- the long tap 
root is well down in the soil
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PA/SECRETARY
Versatile, professional and 
discreet PA/Secretary with 

excellent communication and 
organisation skills. Self-employed.  

Available short or long term, 
hours to suit.  CV on request

Contact Delia on 01380 720607
or 07788 585191

Little Hands Made
Bespoke Handmade Cushions         

Tooth Fairy Cushions
Hair Clips

Hair Bands
Bags

Wash/Swimming Bags
Pencil Cases etc

Personalised Christmas Stockings
Christmas Decorations

and much more!
Great presents

for children and adults
Come and Browse
Appointment Only

Call Samantha on 07740 168788 or 
littlehandsmade@yahoo.co.uk

New and Exciting 
volunteering opportunity with 

Wiltshire Citizens Advice
As part of a new service offered by Citizens 
Advice, the Wiltshire Bureaux are seeking 
volunteers to be part of a team to provide 
basic financial education to community 
groups and one to one money mentoring.
The project, funded by Big Lottery, aims to 
empower people to make better budgeting, 
borrowing, saving and banking decisions.  
We will be working with local charities and  
agencies in the community to reach out 
to those needing support and up to date 
knowledge of money matters.
If you are looking for the opportunity to learn 
new skills and develop existing ones, this 
project offers roles as a -

Money Matters Trainer or a 
Money Mentor

Volunteers will receive free training with all 
expenses paid, as well as the opportunity to 
be part of a friendly team and work closely 
with your local community.
All sorts of people volunteer for Wiltshire 
Citizens Advice, and find it challenging, 
rewarding, varied and you  never stop 
learning. We are looking for a minimum 
commitment of a half day per fortnight. 
Wherever you are in Wiltshire from Corsham 
to Ramsbury, Malmesbury to Tidworth, if 
you would like to be a part of this team then 
please contact:
Anne Blackwell
Financial Capability Volunteer Coordinator
Wiltshire Citizens Advice
Kestrel House
Mill Street 
Trowbridge
BA14 8BE
Tel. 01225 781946
E mail anneblackwell@cabwiltshire.org.uk
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AGREEABLE FRIENDS
This ‘doggy tale’ has been submitted by author Peter 
Lee-Hale, who lives in Rowde. It is a longer story than 
we usually print so it has been serialised. Ed
Episode 6
The weeks went by and the Judge and his Lady 
saw more and more of each other, the theatre, the 
cinema. Dinner in restaurants and their respective 
homes. They had, without doubt, become an item. 
It was at one of their together dinners at the Judge’s 
home that she told him she had been to prison. She 
had been a Director of  her husband’s company 
and things had been done in her name without her 
knowledge. The papers which would have cleared 
her could not be found so she went to prison whilst 
her husband went free. She had since divorced him 
but the stigma remained. The dog was  his and he 
had even abandon it too. The Judge informed her 
that if these papers could be found and they could 
prove her innocence then her case could be re-
opened. But only a miracle could achieve that she 
told the Judge.

A girl in every port ! not when she’s around
Tara looked at Barnaby and he at her. Miracles can 
be achieved they both thought it’s the impossible 
that takes longer. The Judge’s Lady continued to be 
impressed by Tara and Barnaby; she told the Judge 
that they were so good together. He told her that 
they had first met as puppies and related the story 
that Tara had told him of how she had been born in a 
big house in the country on the edge of a village and 
that Barnaby had lived at  a farm down the lane from 
the house. They had played together as they were 
growing up until one day Tara was stolen by new 
age travellers, kept locked up and used for forced 
breeding. Never fed properly or even exercised, 
having been imprisoned in a small pen which 
accounted for her lack of size. She eventually 
escaped and found her way to the Judge’s Court. 
As for Barnaby he was eventually sold along with 
his brothers and sisters and eventually met up with 
Justin; Mrs Beecham’s nephew.
Christmas arrives and after breakfast, the Judge, 
his Lady, the dogs and Mrs Beechams nephews 

PETS CORNER and nieces depart for a walk on the Common while 
Mrs Beecham and her sister prepare lunch. They 
return to a roaring log fire in the sitting room and the 
humans gather round the fire all armed with a drink 
to raise their glasses to each other. What about us 
murmured Barnaby to Tara; I quite liked a water bowl 
of ale when I lived on the farm.
Then they go in to partake in the most magnificent 
Christmas lunch the children could ever imagined 
possible. As the Judge looks round the table at all the 
happy faces he realises that if it had not been for Tara 
none of this would have ever happened. He lowers 
his hand and of course there she was as always, by 
his side. The carving over and with the food served 
everyone began to eat heartily though, every now 
and then, a small hand would reach surreptitiously 
under the table and the morsel it contained was 
gratefully removed by a gentle canine mouth. It was 
the Judge who found the wishbone and proffered one 
end to his Lady. They pulled and the larger portion 
remained in her hand. The wish the Judge told her 
was hers. She replied that there  was only one thing 
that she could wish for right now.
Tara and Barnaby looking at each other both knew 
what that was and both agreed that the time had 
come to try and do something about it.
An idea had formed in their minds that the lady’s dog 
might know something; so later that day as the three 
dogs were ambling round the garden they posed the 
question. The lady’s dog of course knew the answer - 
why hadn’t they thought to ask him before.
Not only did the dog know where the papers were 
but had been in his master’s office when the plot was 
hatched and was able to tell Tara the whole story.

You’ve heard of the Godfather now meet the Dogfather
Tara returned to the house and got the Judge on 
his own in the study to tell him the news. Of all the 
presents he could have wished for the Judge told 
Tara this is the one I would have wanted most of all. 
The Judge called his Lady into the study and told her 
the news. She flung her arms round him in gratitude 
and sobbed in his arms - it was almost the right 
moment but not quite.
New Years Eve arrived and the children had special 
dispensation to stay up and see the New Year in. It 
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Footnote: if you have photos, or can take 
some, of your pets, please send them in and 
tell us something about them, Ed

was going to be a very special New Year the Judge 
had told the children and they would learn why at one 
minute past midnight. The children were agog - what 
could it possibly be they wondered.
Later that evening, the Judge took his Lady into his 
study and quietly closed the door only Tara would 
be privy to what took place. A short while later the 
Lady, flushed but radiant, emerged and was that a 
tear she was wiping away. As she closed the door 
the Judge turned to Tara and called her to him. 
With her front paws in his lap he cradled her head 
in his hands telling her that he just didn’t know how 
to thank her for all that she had done for him. Tara 
made no reply save to nuzzle the hands that were 
around her head - no words at this moment was 
necessary between them.
As midnight approached Barnaby became a little 
restless. He told her that something was definitely 
afoot and he was pretty sure Tara knew what but on 
this one Tara was definitely keeping her own counsel. 
Three minutes to midnight and Mrs Beecham and 
hers sister were handing round the champagne and 
slices of Christmas cake - yes even the children 
were allowed a small glass - yes indeed it was a very 
special occasion. “You can keep the champagne” 
Barnaby said to Tara “I like my bowl of ale.”
Midnight struck, the glasses were raised and a 
Happy New Year echoed around the room and then 
as if a conductor had raised his baton the room 
fell silent. The children eyes bright and glistening 
looked up at the Judge standing by the fire. I have 
an announcement to make he said - in fact two; the 
first is that Patricia earlier this evening agreed to 
become my wife. At this Patricia moved to his side 
and the Judge took a small box from his pocket 
opened it, took out a diamond ring and placed it on 
Patricia’s finger. Uproar ensued and for a moment 
the other announcement was forgotten until after the 
couple were toasted. Well said the Judge I wanted 
you all to know before you saw it in the papers 
to-morrow. Her Majesty the Queen has seen fit to 
bestow upon me a knighthood.
Further uproar ensued and Barnaby remarked wryly to 
Tara that they were certainly moving up in the world.
Events over the next few weeks moved swiftly, 
Patricia’s case was reviewed and re-opened in the 
light of the new evidence. She was pardoned and 
her former husband was sent to a justly deserved 
prison sentence.
The way was now clear for the marriage to take place 
and there were many people on the guest list almost 
from every walk of  life so it seemed. Tara, Barnaby, 
Jasper, Patricia’s dog, the children, Mrs Beecham and 
her sister were special and breaking all convention, 
eight of the Judge’s ‘young friends’ from the Y.O.I. who 
had special leave granted by the Governor. As they 
entered the Reception they were warned by Officer 
Casey who had come to escort them and remain on 
guard outside the door No Souvenirs !.

The Reception went with a swing but there was 
to be no honeymoon yet as the Judge had some 
pressing business at Court to attend to which could 
not be postponed.
As the Reception drew to a close and it was time for 
the boys to return to Prison, Alastair, the ‘gentle giant’ 
who was the accepted Leader of the boys, positioned 
himself in front of them as they went to leave the room. 
As they passed him he frisked them removing any 
‘souvenirs’ he had found. They would never steal from 
the Judge himself but for some of them, ‘old habits 
sometimes died hard’. As they boarded their mini bus 
Officer Casey gave them a body search and couldn’t 
believe his eyes no souvenirs they were improving.
Alastair however smiled to himself, they may think I’m 
simple he said to himself but I’m not stupid.
The business of the Court over, the Judge and his 
new wife could now plan their honeymoon - but 
where to go and what about the dogs. The Judge 
was as adamant as Patricia no kennels for them, 
where they went the dogs would go too so it was 
back to the drawing board.
In the interim however was the Judge’s second 
visit to the Palace, this time to collect his 
knighthood and there must be no repeat of the 
events of the last occasion. 
....to be continued (final episode next month).

I’ve said welcome to my home now push off!

Sweet Dreams are made of this
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OUR NATURE RESERVES
A breath of fresh air in wildlife conservation
Apart from our very own Caen Hill Locks, there’s 
a whole new wildlife world out there, not far from 
Rowde, just waiting to be explored. From woodlands, 
wildflower meadows, hedgerows, streams, rivers, 
chalk downland, valleys, bogs and wetlands, now is 
the time to get out your boots, Barbour and binoculars 
and go wild in the country. What is really out there? 
Where is it? When can I see it? Why is it there? How 
can it survive? Come and visit one of our Nature 
Reserves and find out some of the answers. They are 
open all year and they’re free! 
Our Nature Reserves play an important part in raising 
awareness about the value of the natural world. They 
demonstrate how learning about this world can make 
our lives happier and more fulfilling, and what each of 
us can do to protect our environment. 
Nearest to us are Peppercombe Wood* (near 
Urchfont), Conigre Mead (in Melksham), Morgan’s Hill* 
(between Devizes and Calne), Vincients Wood* (near 
Chippenham), Green Lane Wood (near Trowbridge), 
Jones’s Mill* (near Pewsey) and Hat Gate (between 
Pewsey and Marlborough).
* Not suitable for pushchairs or wheelchairs
We covered Peppercombe Wood and Morgan’s Hill in 
last month’s issue and I will be telling you more about 
the other wonderful places in the next couple of issues 
so, where shall we go this month? How about:
Conigre Mead

Urban nature reserve perfect for short walks 
Conigre Mead is a small urban nature reserve in the 
heart of Melksham - a lovely grassy meadow on the 
banks of the Bristol Avon. 
Easily accessible with good level paths, you can walk 
around the meadow, and sit overlooking the river. 
A wide range of wildlife thrives amid ponds, wildflower-rich 
grassland, shrubs and a magnificent ancient willow tree. 
On sunny days dragonflies and damselflies will 
entertain you with their courtship displays and fierce 
battles Keep an eye out for butterflies attracted onto 
the reserve by its many wildflowers. They include 
comma, tortoiseshell, peacock, orange tip and the 
lemon-yellow-coloured brimstone – one of the earliest 
to come out in spring.
You may be lucky enough to spot a grass snake or 
water vole
Postcode – SN12 6UL
OS Map grid reference – ST900637

Nearest town - Melksham 
Access – suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. 
Dogs on leads are welcome 
Size – 1.21 hectares 
Habitats – pond, wetland, wildflower meadow 
Don’t miss - kingfisher, grass snake, pipistrelle bat, 
Daubenton’s bat
Green Lane Wood

Wildlife walk through the seasons
This gorgeous ancient oak woodland has two 
characters: one area is dark and dense, the other 
open and sunny. Sense the different atmospheres as 
you walk through the wood. 
The wood connects with Biss Wood nature reserve 
and Green Lane Nature Park – why not enjoy a walk 
through them all. 
The open part of the wood has been coppiced. This 
means cutting trees down to ground level, which 
regrow from the stump. Coppicing allows sunlight 
to reach the woodland floor; encouraging colourful 
woodland flowers to grow. 
In spring enjoy the early purple orchids, wood 
anemones, violets, bluebells, primroses, lesser 
celandines and Goldilocks buttercups. 
In summer look for butterflies: silver-washed fritillary, 
Duke of Burgundy, purple hairstreak, speckled wood 
and white-letter hairstreak. 
Autumn offers striking trees and fungi; and in January 
and February listen for the great spotted woodpecker. 
The noise it makes as it hammers at tree trunks helps 
it stake out its territory. 
This picturesque spot was given to us in 1991 by its 
previous owner who had lived in a cabin in the wood. In 
1998 we purchased the wildflower meadow that adjoins it. 
The meadow, with its tall grasses and wildflowers, 
is home to many butterflies and birds, which use the 
plants for nectar or as places to lay their eggs.
Postcode – BA14 6DE
OS Map grid reference - ST886577 
Nearest town - Trowbridge 
Access – suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. 
Dogs on leads are welcome 
Size – Total complex 91.46 hectares / 226 acres. 
Green Lane Wood 40.46 hectares / 100 acres
Habitats - woodland, meadow 
Don’t miss - Solomon’s seal, Duke of Burgundy, 
adder’s-tongue fern, silver-washed fritillary
More next month, Ed

NATURE NOTES - APRIL
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Tex playing with the feed bucket

PET N PAT ANIMAL CENTRE
Wow, how time flies! It’s been a month 
already since I put fingers to keyboard to 
write the last article. Well, spring is definitely 
here; warmer, drier weather has arrived, mud 
is drying and grass is growing and getting 
greener. By the time you read this the clocks 
will have gone forward, so lighter nights will 
have arrived. I cannot believe we have been 
at the farm for a year already. It has been an 
up and down year but that is life with animals!
It appears that some incorrect information has 
been given out recently about our aims and 
achievements (note – not through the pages 
of this magazine, Ed). I would therefore ask 
anyone who wants to know about the centre 
to contact me directly on 07511621454 and I 
will be happy to inform you about the centre’s 
purpose and intentions. To put it in a nutshell; 
we want the local community to enjoy having 
the animals in the village and to have fun 
attending our events. It is nice to hear that 
people are looking forward to attending 
this year’s activities and we look forward to 
welcoming as many visitors as we had last 
year and more.
I am pleased to report that The Land Agent 
and Wiltshire Animal Health and Welfare, 
Defra and Hale Vets are happy with what 
we are doing at the farm. Over the year we 
have had two foals (the first foals born at 
Malthouse), one lamb and four goats born at 
the farm. Sadly, we also had to say goodbye 
to BB, Chumley and Toff (who are now in 
cloudfields). We have also welcomed a few 
new arrivals to the centre who are all settled 
in well.
In just one year we opened for farming 
Sunday in June (and will be open again this 
year), had a dog show and a horse/dog show 
as well as several group visits all of which 
were very well attended and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who came. We also attended 
a few shows with our ponies. Llama and 
Big Boy have gone to new homes. We still 
have one Llama, three goats, two turkeys, a 
pair of geese, one or two mini sows and two 
donkeys looking for good homes.
We had a lovely family move into the farmhouse 
and both adults and children love having the 
animals on their doorstep and regularly come 
to see our animals and spoil them with carrot 
treats. I think it is most children’s dream to be 
living on a farm, so hopefully they are very 
happy at their new home.
The horses in the big fields have started 
to have their rugs taken off or changed to 
summer rugs and the hay is lasting longer 

now as more grass is coming through for 
them to eat. The small paddocks have started 
to show grass growth so we can turn the little 
ones out soon. The animals are definitely 
more alert and are happy with the warmer 
weather and lighter nights.
Locals will have noticed that I have a black 
eye... horse head v human head is not a 
good combination! After the first 48hrs it didn’t 
really hurt but the bruises are quite large. It 
never gets boring working with animals…
Anyway, that’s all for now. I hope everyone 
has a great April and that you didn’t get 
caught out on April fools’ day.
See you soon on the farm.
Barbara and Liam   
Pet n Pat Animal Centre - therapy and 
education using animals                 
07511621454, balimil@btinternet.com

Ponies in the fog

Trio of piggies sunbathing
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I can’t believe we are nearly (at the time of 
writing) in April already. Hopefully we have 
seen the worst of the weather although this is 
England and snow in April is not unheard of!
As usual things have been busy here, the 
coffee morning held for Great Ormond Street 
by our Open Minds group raised just under 
£50.00. Thank you to all those who made the 
effort and attended for such a worthy cause. 
We are busy planning for our Music Festival 
which although is 13 weeks away I know will 
come along very quickly, we are hoping to 
make some ‘creatures’  from willow to display 
in our Orchard, so will be running sessions to 
make these from 31st March. 
Another session we have been running is 
called ‘Dress a Girl Around the World’ , we 
have been involved in this since meeting 
some members of Potterne  WI at their Xmas 
sale. The project started in America and has 
been running for around 3 years. The aim is 
to provide children in developing countries 
with a pretty dress (or shorts for the boys). 
The pattern is very simple and you can 
actually use a pillowcase as the material. If 
anyone is interested in finding out more about 

NEWS FROM Hft

In aid of the RNLI
A DEBUT SESSION IN DEVIZES

BY SOUTH WEST COVERS BAND

ROCK & 
CLASSIC ROCK 

WITH 
A LITTLE POP 
AND BLUES

FROM 70s 
TO THE 

PRESENT 
DAY

SATURDAY 5TH JULY- DOORS OPEN AT 8PM
BAND PLAYS 9 – 11PM

THE CONSERVATIVE CLUB, LONG STREET, DEVIZES
TICKETS £10 FROM DEVIZES BOOKS OR 

£12 ON THE DOOR
ALSO AVAILABLE FROM ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP AT £10

rnli.org.uk

this the link is http://sewscrumptious.blogspot.
com . We will be holding a ‘Dress a Girl 
‘evening here at Furlong Close some when in 
April, when you can turn up with your sewing 
machine (and /or a bottle of wine) and a small 
donation for material and enjoy an evening 
of good company with likeminded people 
and contribute to the collection of dresses  
already made. In the last 12 weeks we have 
made 26.  
We have also been working with Wiltshire 
Wildlife for the last 4/5 weeks , who have 
used our large green house to construct an 
edible garden which will be taken down next 
week and transported to Alexandra Palace 
to display at the Edible Garden Show which 
takes (has taken place) on the 28th, 29th and 
30th March. Martin (a person we support who 
lives here) has loved the involvement and 
enjoyed helping make a ‘Bug Hotel’.
All of our new sessions start on 31st March. 
Please keep your eyes out for details of the 
sewing evening, and as usual we are always 
on the lookout for new volunteers, we would 
love to see you. 
Jan Emm
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“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to 
help spinal cord injured people 

rebuild lives after injury”

Great British               
Fish and Chip Supper

Friday 16th May 2014
Want to eat Fish and Chips, 
while raising money for 
charity? Hold a fish and 
chip supper on Friday 
16th May 2014 whilst 
raising awareness of spinal cord injury and 
supporting SIA’s vital services. 
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your 
own home, at work or hold a larger supper at 
your local community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing 
hints and tips, recipes, invitations and 
donation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and 
asking them to donate an additional £5.00 
means you will raise at least £40.00 from your 
supper but we will also give you additional 
fundraising ideas to raise even more money 
for SIA.
In 2014 SIA is celebrating its 40th anniversary 
and so we want to make the batter matter 
and raise £25,000 from everyone holding 
suppers. Last year we raised £12,500 from 
the suppers.
The money raised from the suppers will help 
the Spinal Injuries Association offer support 
to individuals who become paralysed and 
their families, from the moment a spinal 
injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives 
by providing services and publications which 
enable and encourage paralysed people to 
rebuild lives after spinal cord injury.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people 
experience a spinal cord injury and there 
are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured 
people in the UK alone. 
Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth 
Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper 
is a wonderful opportunity for a great 
evening with friends and family. We are also 
encouraging people who work to hold a 
Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to 
raise even more funds. You may be even a 
local community group wanting to run a fun 
evening with your group.
For more information or request a fundraising 
pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 4350 
or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk 
or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk

PHOTO FUN
Funny dogs this month! Do you have any 
amusing photos of your pets? Send them in!
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Local News

ROWDE BACKS CROSSING ALONG 
DEVIZES DUAL CARRIAGEWAY
Rowde Parish Council is supporting calls for a 
crossing on the Caen Hill dual carriageway. 
Devizes Area Board’s transport group is 
exploring whether to install dropped kerbs 
at either side of the A361 by Marsh Lane to 
Rowde and near the bus stops on the other 
side, as well as putting in a footpath on the 
central reservation. 
The parish council has agreed to support the 
proposal in principle. It also suggested safety 
rails, chevrons/large warning signs and a 
hatched area around the Marsh Lane junction 
to make a single lane. 
Devizes Town Council has also given support to 
the plan, which is estimated will cost £16,400.

CANAL BOAT TRIP FOR PRINCESS 
ROYAL DURING VISIT
The Princess Royal will 
enjoy a brief narrowboat 
trip, a tour of ancient 
Britain and a cup of tea 
with volunteers when she 
visits Devizes next month. 
The Princess is due to 
visit the town on Monday, 
April 7, when she will call 
at the headquarters of the 
Kennet and Avon Canal 
Trust on Devizes Wharf, 
officially open the new 
Bronze Age galleries at Wiltshire Museum and 
meet some of the volunteers working for Save 
the Children. The Devizes branch of the charity 
is one of its oldest. 
She will arrive in Devizes at a time yet to be 
finalised and will embark on the narrowboat 
Kenavon Venture at the Town Bridge on Bath 
Road for the short trip to the Wharf. 
There she will present the Kennet and Avon 
Canal Trust with the Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service, which it was awarded in last 
year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours List. 
Rob Dean, chairman of the trust, said: “She 
will meet about 50 of our volunteers and staff 
members but there will be a lot more of them at 
the Wharf to welcome her. 
“We are absolutely delighted that she is coming 
to present the award in person. It means a lot to 
us.”  From there, Her Royal Highness will travel 
to Long Street to officially open the £750,000 
galleries at Wiltshire Museum, which have 
already made an impact on the visiting public. 

Museum director David Dawson said: “We have 
almost tripled the number of visitors since the 
galleries opened in October. We are forecasting 
over 20,000 visitors this year, where normally 
we have about 9,000.” 
Although this is thought to be the first official 
royal visit the musem has ever received, the 
Prince of Wales engaged in research at the 
museum for two weeks while he was a student. 
The Princess will complete her visit to Devizes 
with a reception in the town hall for the local 
branch of Save the Children. She has been 
president of the charity for many years. 
The Princess is no stranger to Devizes. She 
attended a conference for carers in the Corn 
Exchange in 2007, delivering the keynote 
address, and, in 1999, she inaugurated the new 
housing estate on the grounds of the former 
Roundway Hospital and visited Canon’s House 
children’s home. 

ROWDE SCHOOL EMBRACES 
COALITION’S FREE MEALS POLICY
Lorraine Colquhoun, headteacher of Rowde 
Academy, said she was excited about the 
Government decision to introduce free meals 
for all infant pupils from age four to seven and 
has put a number of changes in place to make 
lunchtime a special experience. 
She said: “We have a new school, with 
excellent facilities, so it is easier for us.” 
Mrs Colquhoun has ditched what she 
called ‘prison issue trays’ and introduced 
proper crockery and cutlery wrapped up 
in a napkin. She said: “We want it to be a 
complete dining experience for the children 
and they have a choice of four different 
healthy options. It is a great opportunity for 
youngsters to learn not just about food but 
the social aspect of dining together.” 
Mrs Colquhoun works closely with caterer 
Lataca, run by Laura Taylor based in Rowde, 
which supplies eight primary schools in Devizes 
and nearby villages. Mrs Taylor set up her firm 
in 2007, when her son was a Rowde pupil and 
she was disappointed with food quality. She 
says the change will mean she needs two more 
staff for her current 13-strong workforce. She 
runs the kitchens of schools that have facilities 
and delivers to those who do not.
Not all schools in the area have been so 
supportive however. Headteacher Andrew 
Marsh-Ballard, head of Priestley Primary 
School in Calne, has joined the national chorus 
of complaints.

Source - Gazette & Herald
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IMPRESSIVE RECENT FORM BY 
ROWDE FOOTBALL TEAM
Oakhill 1 Cross Keys Rowde 2 
Oakhill, who had moved into second spot after 
their shock win over Bath Road, came down to 
earth with a bang on Sunday 9th March after 
they were beaten 2-1 by a Cross Keys Rowde 
who had not played in nearly three months. 
With neither side able to force an opening in 
the first half but the deadlock was finally broken 
by Rory Collins who put Rowde ahead. Glyn 
Rowles then doubled their lead before Jermaine 
Browne pulled a goal back for Oakhill to set 
up a tense finish which Rowde saw out to take 
their unbeaten run to five matches.
Great Scott, Josh fires Rowde to victory
Cross Keys Rowde wish they could have 
started their Division Four league campaign at 
the end of November as Josh Scott’s side who, 
after their 4-2 success on Sunday 16th March 
over promotion hopefuls Bath Road, are now 
one of the inform sides as the result extended 
their unbeaten run to six matches. 
Scott himself was the man behind the win 
scoring three of his teams goals with the other 
coming from Glyn Rowles. Matt White and 
Ryan Hopkins, who hit a stunning second, 
replied for Bath Road.

ROWDE ROADS
As you cannot but be aware, the roads and 
footpaths in the village are in a bad (shocking) 
state. The Parish Council and in particular the 
Clerk and myself have been addressing this 
problem since late last year. 
I catalogued all the major points that I 
could see and these were then sent off to 
the highways department. This resulted in 
a meeting with a senior person from that 
department, where Rebekah and I walked him 
around the village and discussed all the points 
raised by my report. The upshot of this is that:
Marsh Lane will be resurfaced from the 
High Street to the junction of the Caen Hill 
locks access road on the 22 of May for two 
days between 0700 and 1800. For further 
information regarding these works please 
contact Balfour Beatty Living Places on 01249 
468582 (office hours) and 07900715776 (non-
office hours).
The sagging and broken drain covers on 
Sands Lane will be repaired.
The footpath/driveway to the Church will be 
resurfaced on the 22 May for one day between 
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Mr Marsh-Ballard said he was not against it 
in principle, but schools had not been given 
enough notice to bring in the change by 
September. He said: “We may have to make 
the lunch break longer, as we will have to 
introduce an extra sitting, and children of this 
age eat very slowly. We will also have to cover 
the cost of extra staff. We still do not have 
all the information we need to be able to tell 
parents exactly what is going to happen. We 
could end up with around 90 children having 
lunch, which is twice as many as we have at the 
moment. We may have to have three sittings.” 
Gail Larkin, of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said: ”This policy was a nice 
soundbite but took us all by surprise. It needs 
to be thought through properly. One school that 
has been trialling this has had to start lunches 
at 11am and finish at 2pm. It’s ridiculous.” 

OFFENDERS MAY SPRUCE UP 
WHITE HORSE
Restorative work is needed on the White Horse 
at Roundway Hill, where plastic edging is broken,

The Probation Service will be contacted to see 
if offenders can carry out the work, as they have 
previously. The horse was created by volunteers 
in 1999 in time to mark the Millennium.
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0900 and 1500 hours. Contact details as for 
Marsh Lane.
The road sweeper has been and cleared 
encroachment of grass etc. from most 
pavements that required it. 
The meeting also informed us of the criteria 
used to decide if repairs are needed to roads 
and pavements and also the means whereby 
we ALL can report road/pavement defects.
On the roads the main defects that concern 
us within the village are ‘potholes’ and ‘verge 
overruns’ on the roads and ‘potholes’, ‘trip 
hazards’ and ‘depressions’ on the pavements. 
We have two strategic routes passing through 
the village the High Street (A342) and Marsh 
Lane (B3101). 
(For those using inches 25mm is 
approximately one inch, so 100mm is 4 inches 
250mm is 10 inches)
Potholes
Potholes on these two roads can fall into 
two categories: a pothole more than 75 mm 
deep and maximum dimension greater than 
250 mm would be a priority one and should 
be temporarily repaired within 24 hours and 
permanently repaired within 28 days. One 
between 40 – 75 mm deep and maximum 
dimension greater than 250 mm is a priority 
two and should be repaired within 7 days. On 
our other roads different criteria apply and 
a priority one pothole would need to be in 
excess of 100mm deep (repair in 24 hours). 
Potholes with a depth of between 40 and 
100mm are priority 3 and should be repaired 
within one calendar month.
Verge Overruns
A verge overrun is an area immediately 
adjacent to the road more than 150 mm
deep and width greater than 200 mm. This 
caused by vehicles pulling on to grass verges 
to allow passing, or to park, breaking down 
the edge of the road and the verge. A good 
example of this is on the 90 degree bend on 
Conscience Lane in Tannis. These can be 
priority 3 (a calendar month) or priority 5 where 
they will have an eye kept on them. Repairs 
to verge overruns will normally just be by 
replacing missing soil (perhaps with gravel) or 
on repeated repairs being required, the road 
may have curbs installed in that area.
Depressions
There are no measuring criteria for road 
depressions and they attract a low priority 
repair schedule and will generally be repaired 
when the road is resurfaced.
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Pavement Potholes
Potholes in a pavement greater than 20 mm 
deep with a maximum dimension greater than
150 mm. should be repaired within 24 hour of 
the report being received. There is no action 
for potholes of lesser dimensions. 
Trip Hazzards
Any defect in a pavement or curb that is more 
than 20mm high constitutes a trip hazard and 
should be repaired within 24 hours.
Depressions 
A depression in a pavement greater than 
40 mm in depth and covering an area less 
than 450 mm x 450 mm) on the High Street 
or Marsh Lane, should be repaired within 24 
hours other roads it is 3 months.
I have tried in a very short space to give you 
an idea of what you can report and what 
you may reasonably expect, though bear 
in mind that the criteria are written without 
consideration of cost and in the current 
financial climate repairs may well take longer 
as other priorities could well come first.
So how can you report your road/pavement 
defect?
You can contact the Highways Agency directly 
by email ha_info@highways.gsi.gov.uk or by 
phone 0300 123 5000
You can report faults and problems through 
the Wiltshire Council website and My Wiltshire 
app, including problems with car parks and 
bus shelters.
To make life even easier, Wiltshire council 
has an app so you can report things like 
potholes, dog mess, graffiti, litter and street 
lighting  on the go using your smartphone. 
The MyWiltshire app is available to download 
at both the App Store (for iPhones and iPads) 
and from Google Play™ (for Android phones). 
You can attach information such as photos or 
videos and pinpoint the location of your report 
using the mapping software on your phone.
Rebekah, the Parish Clerk (01380 720988) 
has also agreed that villagers without internet 
facilities or smart phones or who are not 
confident about contacting the WCC, can 
report a fault to her and she will report the fault 
for them.
I hope this has enlightened you somewhat into 
the ins and outs of road repairs. The only way 
we can win this war is by helping ourselves. 
We can make things easier for ourselves by 
not parking on grass verges or pavements (it’s 
actually illegal, even if it’s outside your house). 
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Report road and pavement defects to the 
Wiltshire council directly and keep on reporting 
it until it is repaired. 
I have had a chat with PC Helen Clarke who 
confirms that it is illegal to park on a pavement 
and you can be fined. If you wish to report 
vehicles parked on pavements you should 
contact her at helen.clarke@wiltshire.pnn.
police.uk. If you do not have access to the 
internet, you may pass complaints on via 
myself on 01380 728360. A photo showing the 
offending vehicle on the pavement would be of 
great value. Further to this you should not park 
on grass verges or blocking pavements.
On A Final Note
Improvements work has been carried out on 
the Hangings Footpath. This work has been 
carried out by volunteers from the Ramblers in 
association with Wiltshire Council.
Also a long forgotten stile at Bridleway on 
Rowde 14 has also been replaced. Please 
report any problems with footpaths to the Clerk 
(tel: 01380 720988). 
Ben Bentley
Rowde Parish Council
Roads and Footpaths
01380 728360
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

OBITUARIES
Brian Denis ORAM
Brian Denis Oram suddenly passed away on 
Monday 24th February 2014 at home in Rowde. 
The funeral service took place at West Wiltshire 
Crematorium, Semington on Wednesday 12th 
March. All enquiries to John Stuart Funeral 
Directors 01380 729459.
Joan MORRIS
Joan Morris (nee Baker) Formerly of Rowde, 
passed away on 9th March 2014, aged 88. 
She is greatly missed by all her family. The 
funeral was held at Salisbury Crematorium 
on Thursday 20th March 2014. Enquiries to 
Chris White Funeral Directors, 12 South Street, 
Wilton SP2 0JS. Tel: 01722 744691.
Ronald George WEBSTER
Ronald George Webster passed away on 
10th March 2014, aged 81. He will be greatly 
missed by his wife and family. Funeral was 
held on Tuesday 25th March 2014 at St 
Matthews church, Rowde. Donations, if 
desired, to Children With Leukaemia c/o John 
Stuart Funeral Directors 01380 729459.
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ROWDE ACTIVITY CENTRE: WHAT 
SHOULD WE DO?
A village meeting was held on 5th March 
2014 to discuss the best way forward for the 
replacement of the Rowde sports field pavilion 
with a village activity centre. Volunteers 
leafleted every household so that everyone 
in the village was aware of the meeting and 
notices were placed in the village magazine and 
on the notice boards.
A good crowd of folks attended, just over 40 
people in all. People that lived near the field, 
volunteer organisation representatives, local 
businesses, sports groups and councillors 
made up the audience.

The agenda covered the objective of the 
project, which was as follows:
• The village owns a sports field which 
contains a skate park, a BMX track, and a 
tennis    court. It currently supports formal 
football competitions and ad-hoc village 
activities.
• The pavilion on the sports field is in a 
poor state and cannot provide the services to 
support the above activities.
• The proposal is to provide the sports 
field with an Activity Centre to support existing 
activities and to encourage future activities that 
the village may wish to engage in.
A presentation was given to cover the options 
for the development, how much each option 
may cost and how we would pay for it. This was 
followed by a discussion to determine the best 
way forward.
Build Options
The options presented were as follows:
Option 1: The ‘do minimum’ option is to 
refurbish the existing pavilion. This is the 
lowest cost option, costing approximately 
<£10K. It would not provide an activity centre 
but it would be cheap to carry out. There would 
remain some doubts over the life expectancy 
of the building.
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Option 2: To build a new wooden pavilion, 
similar in size to the existing structure but with 
space for internal storage. This would cost 
around £60K-£70K and it would provide an 
improved facility, although it would not be able 
to support additional activities.
Option 3: To build a new wooden activity centre 
with an extended hall (approx. 10m X 7m hall). 
This would cost around £80K-£90K and it would 
provide additional support for field events.
Option 4: To build the concept created by 
Eten Architects that meets all of the activity 
requests gathered during last year’s public 
consultation. This would include a double 
height hall which would support badminton 
and an upstairs class room. The activity 
centre would cost >£500K to build and it 
would require a mains electricity supply 
which would have to be installed (for 
approximately an additional £30K).
Funding
The public meeting then reviewed the 
funding options. The primary funding source 
being investigated is a lottery fund via 
Sport England. A number of schemes from 
this fund were reviewed from the Inspired 
Facilities fund to the Strategic Facilities 
fund. Typically, the more money required 
the more additional contribution from the 
local area is required. 
A discussion then took place to review 
the options, bearing in mind the funding 
constraints and the impact to the local area. 
The “do minimum” option 1 was put aside as 
a reserve option; to take up if funds for an 
improved facility can not be found. Option 2 
was not considered to be enough of a step 
forward to warrant the investment. Option 4 
was considered to be too ambitious as it would 
require Wiltshire Council’s support to approach 

the Lottery and the financial risks of the project 
were considered to be too high. Therefore, 
Option 3 was put forward as the best option 
offering good pavilion facilities, storage, kitchen, 
toilets and an activity hall. 
The Youth Club representatives felt that the 
proposed 10m X 7m hall in Option 3 was too 
small to support the Youth Club meetings 
and hence they would need to seek other 
accommodation. The public meeting agreed 
that we should look to extend the proposed hall 
size in option 3, resulting in an option 3A
So, the meeting concluded that we should 
pursue the project based upon option 3A. Many 
members of the audience felt that volunteer 
contribution from trades’ people could be found 
to reduce the cost of this option. If fact, one 
villager offered to cost option 3A assuming a 
block built structure which would last longer 
than a wooden building.
The next step, when the new costings have 
been done, is to start the process of applying for 
funding from Sport England. The intent is to build 
a truly multi-purpose facility using lottery funds or 
similar funding supported by kind effort from the 
village. No tax payer funding being spent.
I would like to thank those who helped run what 
was quite a successful meeting and we look 
forward to moving ahead with this exciting project. 
Andrew Seedhouse
TASTY TREATS TEMPT OUTLETS TO 
BUY LOCAL PRODUCE
Food and drink producers from Rowde and 
the surrounding area recently exhibited their 
products at a trade show to encourage outlets 
to stock local produce. A Local Larder took 
place at Leigh Park Hotel and stalls included ‘In 
a Pickle’ from Winsley, ‘The Old Cheese Room’ 
from Corsham, and the ‘Rowdey Cow’ Farm 
Cafe and Ice Cream Parlour from Rowde. 

Option 3A
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It was open to buyers from the hospitality 
sectors, local produce wholesalers and retailers 
interested in meeting the people who grow, rear 
and process products locally.  Ros Edwards, 
of Climate Friendly Bradford on Avon’s 
Sustainable Food and Drink Group, developed 
the idea with events manager Sue Thomson. 
She said: “It was a very successful event with 
a great atmosphere. We had some really high 
class producers, all within a 35-mile radius of 
Bradford on Avon, and a good range of buyers.”

PLOUGH FOR CHARITY
A ploughing match at Manor Farm will take 
place on Sunday 13th April in aid of Dorothy 
House Hospice Care. Entry is FREE.

ROWDE’s WW1 FALLEN
With reference to your appeal, in the December/
January edition of the Rowde News, for details of 
the Rowde fallen from either of the World Wars. 
My Mum, Jo Smith (nee Pearce), was raised in 
Rowde and her cousin, Daphne Ellis, always 
passes on her copy of the News to Mum.
Your list of names of the fallen of the First World 
War includes my Great Uncle - John Pearce. 
The details I have about John and his service 
are a little sketchy because his younger brother, 
my Gramp- Jim Pearce - would rarely talk about 
him as his memory was of the extreme grief felt 
by his, and John’s, Mum on receiving news of 
his death. Despite this I am confident that from 
the little information I have this is one more very 
sad story amongst the many from this period.

John was the second child of James and Sarah 
Pearce of Rowde Common. His elder brother, 
Harry, enlisted in the Army and ultimately 
survived the conflict to return home.
John was apprenticed as a Painter and 
Decorator but when his, older, friends went off 
to join the Wiltshire Regiment he lied about his 
age and also enlisted. I know that his employer 
at the time, fatefully, contacted the regiment and 
told them that John was under age – he was 
therefore discharged and returned to civilian 
life. However John was not to be denied and 
when he reached 18yrs he again enlisted, this 
time with the Somerset Light Infantry.
The war records show that the 6th Battalion of 
the Somerset Light Infantry became part of the 
14th Light Division and was sent to the Western 
Front. There they were involved in many of 
the major conflicts of the First World War and 
suffered heavy casualties.
Why was John’s employer’s intervention in 
advising the Wiltshire Regiment of John’s 
correct age fateful?
The Wiltshire Regiment served the majority 
of the war in India and all returned safely to 
the village whereas John was killed on 23 
August 1917, at the age of just 20yrs, during 
the 3rd battle of Ypres otherwise known as 
Passchendaele. This was one of the bloodiest, 
grimmest and some would say most pointless 
battles of the war. The records show that he 
had risen to the rank of Lance Corporal at the 
time of his death.
John has no grave, instead he is 
commemorated on the wall of the Tyne Cot 
memorial at the Menim Gate war cemetery.
Best wishes,
Janet Smith
ROWDE ROAD CLOSURE
Marsh Lane, from the A342 High Street to 
the access road to the Caen Hill Locks, is 
sheduled to be closed for two days from 22nd 
May 2014 for resurfacing and drainage work. 
Work will be done between 7am and 6pm.

POOL AND PANELS
Wiltshire Council has granted retrospective 
permission in Rowde to Tom Wicks to build a 
timber building over an outdoor pool and to 
include five solar panels.

GROWING TO SCHOOL
The annual Rowdeford Garden Fair will be 
held on Sunday 18th May from 11am to 3pm.John Pearce
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WELLBEING
…..A BALANCING ACT

How do we slow down the ‘human doing’ and 
come back to ourselves as ‘human beings?
We live in an ever increasing instant world.  
Instant gratification has become a staple in 
our daily lives and our senses are saturated 
from every angle.  Is it time to take back 
some ‘us’ time?
The answer will be different for each of us; our 
journeys through life dictate how to be, in this 
present moment.  Present moment awareness 
is key to finding some kind of balance.  So 
how do we attain this elusive present moment 
awareness or mindfulness?  As with learning 
any new skill, practice is needed.  There are 
various ways to practice mindfulness, one 
of them, is to engage in a regular meditation 
practice.  Even five minutes a day can make 
a difference.  Meditation is a tool to tame our 
monkey minds.  If you just sit and observe, you 
will see how restless your mind can be.  If you 
try to calm it, it only makes it worse, but over 
time and practice it does calm, and when it 
does, there is room to hear more subtle things; 
that is when your intuition starts to blossom 
and you start to see things more clearly and 
experience being more in the present moment.  
Your mind can start to slow down and you can 
see an amazing expanse in the moment.  It is 
a discipline though; you have to practice it. 
Meditation has been shown to affect how 
the brain works and even its structure. 
People who meditate regularly have shown 
an increased activity in the area of the brain 
associated with positive emotion.  Studies 
have shown changes in brain wave activity 
during meditation and researchers have 
found that areas of the brain linked to 
emotional regulation are larger in people who 
have meditated regularly for five years.  
Meditation is a tool that can help to unleash 
the incredible power and creativity of your 
brain and help to give yourself space to create, 
relax and decompress.  It can also help you 
to attain mental focus and clarity, clean out 
negative thought patterns and toxic emotions 
and re-program your subconscious mind for 
success, harmony and happiness.  Not to 
mention helping to combat the negative health 
effects of stress and gaining access to the 
under-utilised 90% of your brain that some 
scientists claim we do not use properly.
So to start you off, here is a simple meditation 
practice:  Sit in a quiet, comfortable place 
either on a chair or on the floor, it doesn’t 
matter, as long as your spine is as upright 
as possible.  Place your hands in your lap 
or on your knees and relax your shoulders.  

Simply listen to the in flow and out flow of 
your breath as the air passes through your 
nostrils.  Notice the cool air as you inhale and 
the warmer, moister air as you exhale.  Notice 
where your breath travels in your lungs, how 
deeply it goes, do not try to change it, simply 
observe and be mindful of your breath.  As 
you settle into concentrating on your breath, 
say to yourself as you inhale, breathing in, I 
know I’m breathing in, and as you exhale, say 
to yourself, breathing out, I know I’m breathing 
out.  Continue just for five minutes, you can 
set yourself a timer if you like.  Practice this 
every day for at least two weeks, after which 
you can bring in new practices or increase the 
time that you meditate.  Expect your mind to 
wander, it will, but simply acknowledge your 
thoughts and let them move along like white 
clouds floating across a clear blue sky.  Keep 
bringing your mind back to your breath each 
time this happens.  Enjoy a sense of peace 
and refreshment for your mind.
For help with meditation or any other 
wellbeing information, contact Claire Paul.  
Claire has recently moved to Rowde and is a 
wellbeing specialist working in the community 
and in corporate workplaces.  Please visit 
www.yogasight.co.uk, email clairepaul@
yogagasight.co.uk or phone 07985433970.
Claire Paul

WALKING WITH THE GRAIN LTD
•	 Traditional	hardwood	flooring	company.	Est	26	

years.	Apprenticed	served	tradesman.
•	 All	aspects	of	hardwood	floors	undertaken	to	

include	a	few	:Strip	Planks	-Parquet	–	Floating	
Floors	–	Block	Flooring	–	Be	-spoke	flooring	–	
Special	Designs	.

•	 Sports	Halls	+	line	marking	–	Schools	–	
Domestic	–	Commercial	–	Village	Halls

•	 Local	authority	nominated	.
•	 There	is	a	fully	professional	floor	sanding	service	

available.	The	sanding	machines	are	the	latest	in	
German	sanding	technology.	The	machines	will	
extract	96%	of	wood	dust	at	source.

•	 Just	a	few	of	the	finishes	to	choose	from	
Hardwax	Oil	–	Coloured	Oils	–	Stains	–	
Lacquering	–	Brushed	&	oiled.

•	 All	products	are	solvent	free.
•	 Many	references	available	for	inspection.
•	 Nominated	wood	floor	contractor	for	Wilts	

Council.
•	 For	further	info	:	Office	01249	822750	/	01672	

330102	Mob	07747750713
•	 Email	dunne_jj@yahoo.co.uk
•	 Web	www.walkingwiththegrain.co.uk
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celebrates Shakespeare’s 
450th birthday with 120 
children!

William Shakespeare will be 450 years old on 
23 April and, to celebrate, children from Rowde 
Primary School will be joining pupils from 
Wansdyke, Nursteed and All Cannings Primary 
Schools to put on a production of ‘Romeo & 
Juliet’.  Led by Jules and Richard from FINDING 
THE WILL 30 children from each school will 
rehearse two specially adapted scenes from 
the play and on Friday 2 May all four schools 
will perform the play (in a total of eight scenes) 
at Nursteed Community Primary School.  Jules 
says “FINDING THE WILL regularly runs week-
long residencies in individual primary schools 
nationwide which culminate in a performance 
by the children themselves.  However we have 
never before run such a project in four schools 
simultaneously. Each school will have two 
interactive workshops for the whole of KS2 
and then one class will be nominated by the 
school to come with us in the second week of 
the project to work on the performance itself.”  
This is a project that has been a year in the 
planning with special thanks to Rowde Primary 
School’s Head Teacher, Lorraine Colquhoun, 
and Nursteed’s Year 6 teacher, Penny Stanley. 
For more information contact Jules: jules@
findingthewill.com or via www.facebook.com/
FINDINGTHEWILL
Edinburgh Festival 
Preview at The Pound 
Arts Centre, Corsham 
Jules Hobbs, resident of Springfield Road, shop 
volunteer, local writer, actor and co-founder/
director of FINDING THE WILL is bringing her 
own show, BARD HEADS, to The Pound Arts 
Centre, Corsham on the Saturday 26 April at 
7.30pm.  With fellow actor Richard Curnow, 
she is set to shake up Shakespeare in an 
innovative production in association with The 
Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham.  Both actors 
co-founded the theatre company FINDING THE 
WILL and will be known to many children at 
Rowde Primary School and Rowdeford School 
where they have previously led workshops and 
residencies on Macbeth and The Tempest.  
BARD HEADS is written and performed 
by Richard and Jules and consists of two 
50-minute one man/one woman shows inspired 
by characters from two of Shakespeare’s best 
loved plays and exploring what may have 
happened next. Some Rowde residents will 
remember Jules’ performance in ‘The Third 
Witch From The Left’ in February 2012 when 
FINDING THE WILL performed in the Village 
Hall as part of Rural Arts Touring. In Corsham 
Jules will be performing ‘The Queen’s Speech’ 
(inspired by Miranda in ‘The Tempest’) and 

Richard will perform ‘Dog, Book & Scandal’ 
(inspired by Friar Laurence from ‘Romeo & 
Juliet’) – this is an Edinburgh Festival preview 
as the pair will perform these two pieces in 
repertoire daily at 3pm from 1-16 August at G2, 
Gryphon@WestEnd, Bread Street, Edinburgh  
EH3 9AF.
“No need to be a Shakespeare fan! Quality 
acting! Spellbound by the performances” 
(Highlights North Rural Touring)
“If these pieces don’t become BBC Radio 4 
afternoon plays there is something wrong 
with the world.” (The Gloucester Citizen)
For booking details follow the link http://
www.poundarts.org.uk/pound/EventDetails.
aspx?artid=2488  or contact jules@
findingthewill.com .  Tickets are priced at £8 (£7 
concs)
Please note ‘Bard Heads’ is not suitable for 
children under twelve.

in association with The 
Everyman Theatre, 
Cheltenham presents

BARD HEADS
Bard Heads takes an updated look at some 
well-loved characters from Shakespeare’s 
most popular plays and imagines what might 
have happened next.
DOG BOOK & SCANDAL - Friar Laurence 
faces criticism over star-crossed lovers’ fiasco.
Inspired by ‘Romeo & Juliet’ BARD HEADS 
catches up with Friar Laurence one year on 
from the tragedy. 
Written and performed by Richard Curnow
THE QUEEN’S SPEECH - Miranda’s revels 
now are ending, but island life looks such fun!
Inspired by ‘The Tempest’ BARD HEADS 
catches up with Miranda 35 years after leaving 
Prospero’s island. 
Written and performed by Jules Hobbs
“BARD HEADS is an electrifying one-to-one 
between each character and the audience”
Saturday 26 April 2014 at 7.30pm, 
The Pound Arts Centre, Pound Pill, 
Corsham SN13 9HX
01249 701628 / 01249 712618
Tickets are priced at £8 (£7 concs)
For booking details follow the link http://
www.poundarts.org.uk/pound/EventDetails.
aspx?artid=2488 or contact:
jules@findingthewill.com 
Please note ‘Bard Heads’ is not suitable for 
children under twelve.
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Servicing, Sales & Repairs

BILL ROWELL 
MOWERS

Selection of  new and second-hand 
mowers, ride-ons and strimmers

No repair too big or small
CAN COLLECT

Tel/Fax: 01380 726258
Great News - We have relocated to 
Currys Motors, Bath Road, Devizes

Devizes Plastering
Plastering, Rendering & Screeding

  New Builds       Conservatories

Extensions          Renovations

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
Free Quotations

Call Today
01380 501011

Covering all of Wiltshire
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Do you enjoy living in the countryside? With 
the open fields and tranquil Sunday mornings? 
With the nightmare commutes and higher living 
costs? My answer is a massive “yes!” 
As a ‘city girl’ for over 20 years, it’s been a 
heavenly change living in Rowde, even with my 
2 hour commute into work! I think when you’ve 
lived in the countryside all your life you don’t 
always realise how different the pace of life is, 
not to mention the quality of life. 
When I was little I grew up in West London 
where everyone was always in a rush. Barely 
time to stop and think. At college, a group of us 
were always on the go – shopping, eating out, 
hitting the night clubs, grabbing a couple of hours 
sleep - then starting all over again.  Can’t forget 
running for the underground - even though they 
were every 2 minutes. Non stop! 
Then we moved to Rowde where, even though 
I’m in a rush most mornings, it’s a pleasure. 
Taking the time to look across the fields, up to 
Roundway Hill and over the Canal. There is just 
so much on our doorstep. 
I took my daughter out to explore Rowde and it 
was simply beautiful to walk amongst the wildlife 
and farmland. By the time we got home we 
were both ready to collapse on the sofa! I feel 
so privileged to have the opportunity to raise my 
little girl in Rowde, even though we’re away from 
the town we are the epicentre of the Wiltshire 
Countryside with so many things to do and see. 
If you’re new to the village, here are some ideas 
of places to visit in Rowde; 
• The Hangings – A beautiful little walk 
accessible via the track down Bunnies Lane. 
• The Canal – Either walk across the fields 
by the Large Playing Field / Tennis Court or 

walk up Marsh Lane. We love starting off at the 
Playing Field and walking over the fields, up the 
canal then heading home down Marsh Lane. 
• Roundway Hill – The most amazing 
views of Devizes and Rowde, it would be a long 
walk to get to the top of the hill, so I’d advise 
driving through Roundway Village to get to the 
top where there is plenty of parking. 
• Caen Hill Woods – Newly planted 
woodland down Marsh Lane to celebrate the 
Queen’s Jubilee – Car park at the top of the hill, 
with lovely views of Rowde, it’s also right on the 
canal where you’ll also find a lovely little cafe. 
We’ve also got lots of businesses and charities 
in Rowde who hold events throughout the year! 
So much for such a small place! I hope you can 
enjoy living here as much as we do. 
See you soon, 
Carrie

KITH AND KIN

Amy on a walk down The Hangings, Rowde

TEEN TOPICS
Thoughts on Time
Wow I can’t believe that 
we’re in March already! 
This year seems to have 
already gone so quickly 
and for me personally, 
realising that I’m almost 
two thirds into my AS 
Levels and that in a few 
months I will be entering 
my final year of school 
is a pretty daunting 
prospect… So much has happened this year 
so far, the neck nomination craze, the Sochi 
Olympics with the missing ring and the horrible 
weather that seems to still be lingering…. 
we’re only three months in! I find time quite a 

scary concept of how sometimes it drags and 
other times it seems to fly …literally. Even just 
looking through old photos makes you realise 
how quickly time has gone, when I came to 
Rowde from Bristol I was a tiny little nine year 
old and now, eight years later (although still 
tiny), I have grown up so much! It is incredibly 
scary, but also exciting (especially for my 
parents) that in just 18 months I will be moving 
out into the big wide world from Rowde to go 
off to university and will have to live by myself 
independently. I still feel like that tiny little girl at 
Rowde School that I was eight years ago!
Hope everyone is well!
Molly
(Please email me your thoughts at 
mollydilling@googlemail.com).
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Rowde Primary School 
offer a photocopying 

and laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 

into the school office between 
the hours of 8.30am and 4.00pmModern & Traditional 

Designed Memorials
M J SLY

Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 
Additional Inscriptions - Restorations

Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Rowde Road Runners meet weekly at 
the George & Dragon. We now have a 
dozen members who participate in a gentle 
run each Sunday morning. We have two 
or three easy routes that can be 3, 4 or 6 
miles long. If you fancy a quiet friendly jog 
on Sunday mornings, please come and join 
us. For more information, please call Chippy 
at the G&D, 01380 723 053.
We meet every Sunday at 9.30am
in the George & Dragon car park

Rowde Runners

EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES for
EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE

Friendly, local & reliable family-run 
cleaning business
√  Regular cleans or one-offs to bring  
      your home back to brilliance
√  Just kitchens and bathrooms          
     (if those are your bugbears)

√  END OF TENANCY cleans

HOME SWEEP HOME 
Cleaning Services
Fully insured for your 

peace of mind
CALL 01380 828653 or 

07792959751
e-mail: ramona@homesweephome.co.uk

www.homesweephome.co.uk

“Go Wild In Your Garden” 

Sunday 18th May 2014  
11am to 3pm 

Rowdeford School
Rowde SN10 2QQ  

£4 entry - 16 and under free 
Free Parking.  Sorry, no dogs  

More information: 
maggiemoore@firenet.uk.net  

01249 814979  
In aid of Rowdeford Charity Trust

www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Supporting children with disabilities 

and special needs
Registered Charity No.1088605
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Wootton Bassett Brass Band Concert
St.Matthew’s Church, Rowde Saturday 10 May, 2014 at 7pm

Tickets on sale from 1st April.   Maximum numbers will be set at 200 so book early 
to avoid disappointment.  The band is delighted to be coming to Rowde once 

again, and we are excited to welcome them.  The band will be playing a wide range 
of music from pop to classical and religious.  They will be joined by a choir from the                   

Rowde Primary Academy.  Refreshments will be available during the interval.  
Funds raised will go towards the further development of the community space within 

the church.  
Tickets from Rowde Village Shop, from the church (Maureen Hiscocks) or ring Neal 

Bawden (01380 720856) to reserve. 
Adults £6.00, Concessions £4.00, Children (14 & under) £3.00

WANTED
Assistant Organist and/or Pianist

To support our current organist and the musical life at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde, 
near Devizes, on an occasional basis

The William Sweetland organ was built in 1881, a piano is also available.
We have an enthusiastic choir and a new Benefice junior choir has been formed 
recently. Expenses can be paid: remuneration and the number of services per 

month are negotiable. To find out more or to express interest please phone         
Mrs Nicola Brown on 01380  722406

Spanish Evening
Wednesday 21st May 2014 at 7.00pm

Three course meal - £20 to include free glass of Sangria
Tapas

Vegetarian Paella/Fish Paella/Meat Paella
Catalan Bean & Spicy sausage/Salads

Selection of Desserts
Please bring your own drinks 

Bottled & Tap water will be provided
Venue: Jane & Gavin Moss’s Tower Hill, High Street, Rowde. 

SN10 2QD
Places are limited so please call 01380 729160 to book

All proceeds going to St Matthews Church, Rowde
SOLD OUT!
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DID YOU KNOW?
• The word ‘school’ comes from the ancient 

Greek for ‘free time’
• The shortest sentence in the English 

language is ‘Go’
• The highest scoring word in Scrabble is 

‘oxyphenbutazone’ and it is worth 1,178 points
• Zebras sleep standing up
• Jupiter takes less than ten hours to spin 

on its axis
• Summer on Neptune lasts for 40 years
• Two thirds of Australia is flat desert
• Antarctica is the windiest continent on earth
• Between 1838 and 1960, over half of all 

the photographs taken in the world were 
of babies

• 10% of all the photographs in the world 
were taken in the last 12 months

• Leonardo da Vinci was a vegetarian and 
was raised by his single father

• If you earn more than £10,000 a year you 
are part of the richest 4% on the planet

• Only 7% of the homes in Afghanistan 
have flushing toilets

• About 20% of the world’s trees could be 
saved if everyone reduced their default 
page margins to 10mm

• Halloween originated in Ireland
• eBay was originally called AuctionWeb
• The most expensive eBay purchase was a 

jet aircraft
• The average Face Book user has 130 ‘friends’
• George Washington never shook hands 

with anyone
Ed

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
A Most Important Lesson
At the end of my first term at high school, our 
teacher gave us a quiz on people’s names. 
I was a conscientious student and had 
breezed through the questions, mainly about 
politicians, sports personalities, pop stars and 
film actors, until I read the last one: “What 
is the first name of the lady who cleans the 
school?” Surely this was some kind of joke.
I had seen the woman nearly every day. 
She was medium height, dark-haired and 
probably in her 50s, but how would I know 

her name? I handed in my paper, leaving the 
last question blank. 
Just before class ended, one pupil asked 
if the last question would count toward our 
quiz mark. “Absolutely,” said the teacher. 
“In your careers, you will meet many 
people. All are significant. They deserve 
your attention and care, even if all you do is 
smile and say ‘hello’.” 
I’ve never forgotten that lesson. I also learned 
her name was Helen.
…and here’s a thought for the day 
you are reading this:
“It was only a sunny smile,
and little it cost in the giving,
but like morning light
it scattered the night
and made the day worth living.”

   F. Scott Fitzgerald
Ed

Hi, I’m Clive the alpaca. Here I am with one of 
my friends. Read more about me on page 17.

“Hi, I’m Clive”

photograph by Alan Watters
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The I-TEAM Domestic Ironing Services
Serving Rowde-Bromham-Seend-Poulshot-Worton-Market Lavington & surrounding villages

In 2009 an elite ironing unit was court marshalled and jailed for 25 years for alleged 
crimes against un-ironed and creased clothing. Held in a maximum non-ironing facility 
they promptly escaped and now survive as mercenary ironing soldiers of fortune, 
helping those who are harassed, bullied and intimidated by baskets and piles of un-
ironed washing. Today with a price on their heads and wanted by the government, they 
work in the shadows of society where they are hunted by the local population who 
require their unique abilities to resolve issue’s involving creased clothing and other 
household items in a discreet, smoke free and professional manner.
If you have a shirt/blouse or pair of trousers (as well as all other types of clothing 
and household items) that need ironing, or a basket of washing that you just can’t be 
bothered with after a hectic weekend, and if you can find them (not too difficult, our 
contact details are below).

Then you should call The I-TEAM…………….Cue the music
MINIMUM ORDER OF £12.00

Contact - Stacey / Brigette on 01380 829910 / 07999 818741
email - iteamironing@gmail.com

Items charged on individual basis from as little as £0.40
For full price lists & terms & conditions visit www.i-teamironing.com

Delivery charge may apply
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APPEAL TO ROWDE RESIDENTS
For the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of 
The Great War 1914-1918, Michael Cornwell 
and Ian Hughes would like to produce a small 
booklet to honour the Fallen from Rowde 
Village who served in either World War.  To a 
large extent the details are known, that is their 
names, the Regiment, HM Ship/Submarine or 
RAF Squadron they belonged to, the date of 
their death and therefore the circumstance in 
which they were killed. 
Ideally though, what they would like to be able 
to achieve is to publish a small article against 
each individual which would include an image 
of the person concerned. 
If anyone in the village (or anyone you know 
who used to live in Rowde or had relatives 
who lived in the village) has any photographs 
of Rowde’s fallen, they being those listed in the 
last issue and on the memorial in the church 
yard, please get in touch with the editor at 
watters.alan@gmail.com or on 01380 724788. 
Postal address - 3 Rowde Court, Marsh Lane, 
Rowde, Wiltshire SN10 2NW.
Any stories or other relevant information about 
each serviceman would also be appreciated.
It is hoped that this appeal will also be published 
on the Village Web site as there may be people 
living overseas who might be able to help.
Please be assured that any prints supplied 
will only be scanned then returned safely 
to their owners. 

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558

FUN SECTION
We all use and need computers, but they can drive 
as mad from time to time. This brings me to the topic 
for this month, which is ‘Computer Technical Support’.
Tech  support:   Click on the ‘My Computer’ icon on 
the left of the screen.  
Customer:   Your left or my left? 
Customer:  I have problems printing in red. 
Tech support:  Do you have a colour printer? 
Customer:   Aaaah.....................thank you.
Tech  support:   What’s on your monitor now, miss? 
Customer:   A teddy bear my boyfriend won for me 
at the fun fair.
Customer:    I can’t open Yahoo calendar. 
Tech support:  Are you sure you used the right password? 
Customer:  Yes, I’m sure. I saw my colleague do it. 
Tech support:  Can you tell me what the password was? 
Customer:  Yes... five stars.
Tech support:  How may I help you? 
Customer:  I’m writing my first e-mail. 
Tech  support:  OK, and what seems to be the  problem? 
Customer:  Well, I have the letter ‘a’ in the address, 
but how do I get the circle around it?
A customer called the Canon help desk with a 
printer problem. 
Tech  support:  Are you running it under Windows?  
Customer:   “No, my desk is next to the door, but that 
could be it. The guy sitting in the cubicle next to me is 
under a window and his printer is working fine.” 
Best wishes, Jack    www.jackstephens.co.uk
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Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 720113

or  07968 634689

HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly fruit and/
or veg box supplied by your village 

shop (local produce where possible)?
Please pop in or phone Veronica on 739 800
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EATING OUT - ZA ZA BAZAAR

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could 
write us a review please send it to Suzan 
at suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

There are so many attractions in and around 
Bristol but with the Easter holidays approaching 
fast, why not try a day @Bristol. With the 
hundreds of hands-on activities and exhibits 
it must be one of the best interactive science 
centres in the UK.
We recently visited @bristol and the whole family 
had the most fantastic day. We took our friends 
too, so that made 6 children between the ages 
from 4 to 13. There are not many days out that 
can successfully entertain children of such an 
age range.
Our very active interactive day @bristol certainly 
worked up an appetite in both young and old.
With just a wristband  from @bristol you are free 
to wander out and about at lunch time. Straight 
across the Piazza is an amazing restaurant 
called ZA ZA Bazaar. 
Wow! That was my first impression when we 
walked through the door. It really does look like 
you are in the middle of an Asian food market. 
The smells hit you first, clever lighting and décor 
immediately excites you and we couldn’t wait to 
check out the food. It is a huge food court/market 
of world cuisine.  
The fixed price buffet dining offers you the 
chance to sample different dishes from all over 
the world. For us, in particular, it gave us the 
opportunity to introduce our children to the 
variety of global cuisine while staying relaxed 
thinking that if they dont like Indian, they can 
try something else instead; Sushi! It is not fine 
dining but it hits the spot!
The prices do differ depending on when you 
eat, so check out their website for exact prices 
and offers.
To sum it up in Za Za Bazaar’s own words: “It’s 
perfect for everyone who loves the buzz of the 

night market, has the spirit of adventure and an 
appetite for fun!”
See www.zazabazaar.com for more details 
and prices.
by Sally Rosenegk, mum to Olivia, Imogen, 
Tom and William at Rowde Academy

A day out @Bristol!
When you first enter, it is straight into the Body 
Discovery Zone. It incorporates fascinating 
interactive activities while teaching you how the 
brain works, the importance of DNA and the 
power of your muscles to select just a few. You 
can also experience child birth by entering a  
multi sensory womb. Not for the faint hearted!
After exploring the downstairs by running, 
jumping and blowing, we (the adults), were 
delighted to be going upstairs for a rest! And the 
fun and exploration just keeps coming.
The Aardman (Wallace and Gromit) animation 
suite is on the 1st floor. This kept the children 
happy for ages making their own mini animation 
films and then, to their delight, they were able 
to email them home so we can watch their 
creations again and again and........!

The ‘Build a house’ giant lego blocks was a hit 
too, particulary with our 4 year old who even got 
the chance to tile the roof.
On a practical side, they have lockers at the 
entrance so coats, extra bags etc can be 
stashed. There is a cafe, a children’s play area 
and an indoor picnic area with a selection of 
snack/drinks machines. They have really thought 
about the logistics! When you have young 
children these little extras can make or break a 
day out. For a family ticket it costs around £40, 
this is not your cheapest day out but it is a full 
day out and really caters for all ages.
We had a fabulous day there and can firmly say 
on behalf of our family we are already looking 
forward to going back. Fancy coming?!
See www.at-bristol.org.uk for more details 
and exact prices.
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New book by Rowde author

Buy it in the village shop
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 738691

Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery
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LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745

TOM STEEL
Oil Boiler Engineer 

(Oftec Reg No. C10107)

Commissioning, Service & 
Maintenance

Any problems give me a ring on
01380 727603b / 07746063147

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Good Quality Photographic 

Prints of many of the images 
in this magazine (all issues) 
are available to purchase.  

And if you need a photographer 
for an event also get in touch.

Contact Alan on 01380 724788 
or watters.alan@gmail.com
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Items you may not think your 
village shop stocks!!

• Coconut milk
• Bread flour
• Yeast
• Shoe laces
• balsamic vinegar
• puncture repair kit

BROOKSIDE
Bed & Breakfast

High Street, Rowde, Devizes

Your Host - C M Benmasaud

Tel:  01380 726394

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises	may	be	done	seated	or	standing)	
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

Reasons to volunteer in your 
local community shop

• Make new friends
• Help your local community
• Meet lots of people
• Learn new skills
• Add volunteering to your CV
• Find out about local events and   
 activities early
• Have fun

Rowde village shop
Newspapers and 

Magazines
You are very welcome to order Newspapers 
and magazines on a daily, weekly or monthly 
basis, for you to collect from the shop.
Please be aware that we cannot return any 
papers or magazines and if they are not 
collected we lose the money.  
We would therefore ask that if you will be 
away for any time that you cancel your order.

Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

Fish now available from 
Rowde Shop

Pre-order or just take pot luck
We will have fresh on a Friday and

frozen the rest of the week
Order today...

....deliver tomorrow!
We can even tell you the boat that caught it!!!

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural	Stone

Call	Mike	Foster	on	-	01380	720987	-	Mobile:	07835	213112
Email:	mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web:	mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call	for	a	free	quotation
Fully	insured,	quality	workmanship

Fitting	-	Supply	-	Design	Services	for	Floor	and	Wall	Tiling
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

This months special offer - only £35
4 lb Leg of Pork roasting joints

8 Lamb Chops
2 lb Diced Stewing Beef

10 Homemade Pork & Leek sausages or traditional pork
½ Dozen Free range eggs

4 Homemade Steak or Chicken and Ham pies
or 4 Homemade Sausage rolls – ready to cook at home

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and to find 
out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday – Friday:   8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm

An average of £1.25 per meal
All packed and labelled to your requirements

If you would like anything packed or butchered differently 
then please ask and we will be more than happy to help 
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POULSHOT LODGE FARM SHOP
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop opened in July 2010 proudly 
selling their own home reared beef as well as locally 
sourced pork, lamb and poultry. 
As well as our tasty meats we also offer fruit and 
vegetables, eggs, cheeses, chutneys, bread and much 
more, as much as possible from local producers. 
Whether it’s a sausage or half a lamb or pig we will try to 
accommodate all your needs, no order is too small.
So why not call in and reduce your food miles to see what 
benefits we have to offer

• Full time experienced butcher
• Farm assured
• All meat 100% traceable
• Competitively priced

Poulshot Lodge Farm 
Poulshot 

Nr Devizes 
Wiltshire 

SN10 1RQ
Tel 01380 827202

Just off A361 less than 1 mile from Devizes
www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk

Open Tuesday-Thursday 10am-5pm, Friday 10am-5.30pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm
Monday - CLOSED
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Work Experience Available
Young people welcome to help in the 

shop for  two hours once a week 
Contact Veronica in the shop, 

phone her on 739800 or email her at 
rowdevillageshop@gmail.com

PLEASE REMEMBER
to mention where you 
saw the advert when 

you contact any of our 
advertisers!

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD
INCORPORATING

THOMAS FREE & SONS of MARLBOROUGH & PEWSEY

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MEMORIAL SERVICE

Combining modern technology with traditional values
TELEPHONE: 01380 722500 or 01672 512110 24HR

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
  Directors:  Charles, Paula and Philip Winchcombe

Registered office: Winchcombe House, 37 New Park Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1DT

 

 

 

HELP! 

Computer Problems?   
A friendly, local and reasonably-priced repair service  

Don’t like the new Windows 8 or 8.1? 
I can make it much more user friendly and familiar 

  
Reconditioned laptops from £100 to £250 

New/used PCs and screens. 
 

 Owen Burton  -  07765 774908  
Computer Engineer 

wigglybus@yahoo.co.uk 
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:   01225 713000
Parking:   01380 734812
Pest control:   01380 734721
Planning:   01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages: 
    01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence)    
  Freephone:  0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:01225 777234
School admissions:  01225 713010
School special educational needs:  
    01225 718095
School transport:  01225 713004
Social care – adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care – children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

JKS PLUMBING & 
HEATING

- NO JOB TOO SMALL -
24hr EMERGENCY CALL OUT
Fast Friendly Reliable Service

- FREE QUOTES -
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT 

ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE
Gas & Oil Installations

- FULLY INSURED -
Boiler Servicing & 

Breakdowns
15% DISCOUNT WITH THIS ADVERT

TEL: 01380 828956
MOB: 07708510715

Email: jksplumbing@hotmail.co.uk
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Wiltshire Mind

Your  Local Ment al Health Chari ty
Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cardsw to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We	make	a	wide	range	of	Jams,	Chutneys	and	Marmalades
Orders	taken	for	Celebration	Cakes	or	Sugar	Craft	Flowers
We	also	sell	delicious	Shortbread,	Handmade	Chocolates	

and	many	other	seasonal	treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We	produce	our	own	Apple	Juice	from	the	orchards	here	
at	Furlong	Close.			Food	miles	-	ZERO!		Give	it	a	try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A	beautiful	wheelchair	accessible	space	to	hire,	with	or	
without	catering,	for	Meetings,	Parties,	Training	Courses,	etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: Statcup@officepoint.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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RECYCLING FACILITIES 
adjacent to Tennis Court

THE RECYCLING FACILITIES ARE FOR THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS ONLY:

1.	 	Glass	(Bottles)
2. Cans & Tins
3.  Cardboard (which must be 

flattened before being put into 
the wheelie bin (without other 
packaging, i.e. polystyrene) 

4.  Paper
5. Clothes
Please	DO	NOT	leave	plastic	bottles	/	
general	household	rubbish	/Carpets	
etc, as this WILL NOT BE COLLECTED 

Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

QUALIFIED SPANISH TEACHER
Native Spanish speaking tutor with over 10 
years experience offering:
•  GCSE & AS exam preparation
•  Survival Spanish for holidaymakers
•  Conversational Spanish
•  Interpreting & translation services
•  One-to-one tutorials
COURSES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Contact: CLAUDIA PIñEROS
Seend 01380 827225

claudiapineros@hotmail.co.uk

ANDY SMITH
HOUSE & GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE
for free estimates
with no obligation

call 01380 726382
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641
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LETTERS
COMPLAINT ABOUT GYPSIES ON 
THE COMMON
I read with amazement in the last edition of 
the Parish Magazine that there had been a 
complaint made about the travellers camping 
on The Common.  Correct me if I am wrong, but 
Common Land is land which can be grazed and 
used by all. 
The Gypsies/Travellers had been at the far end 
of The Common for 3 weeks prior to moving 
to the Rowde end of The Common.  They had 
made no mess and had only stayed that long 
because they had a lame pony which needed 
to recover before moving too far.  These people 
were good, honest people who live the life they 
choose to get out of the rat run that we live in.  
They have been here many times before and 
choose to come here for the grazing on The 
Common for their ponies.  It seems to me that 
all people who choose this way of life must be 
thought of a lazy good for nothing drop outs, 
and probably some of them are, however, if you 
actually had made the effort to speak to these 
people you would have found out that they earn 
money from music and festivals and don’t just 
live off the state.  The real trouble makers are the 
Irish tinkers who travel round in white vans, not 
these pony travellers – don’t tar everyone with 
the same brush.
We get many gypsies camping at the Sells Green 
end of The Common, and most people probably 
don’t even know they are there because they 
keep themselves to themselves and the vast 
majority clear up behind them, and their ponies 
do a good job of clearing the dead grass on the 
common leaving it for the herbs and wild flowers 
to grow through in the spring.  Another good 
thing that happens when they are around is that 
we do not get the ‘boy racers’ in their suped up 
cars driving down the track and dropping all their 
McDonalds wrappers and emptying their rubbish 
out – this happens most weeks.
We have never had a single item taken/stolen by 
the travellers that come here – after all they would 
be the first suspects wouldn’t they!  They are 
always polite and ask if they need anything, which 
is more than can be said of many house owners.
Next time they arrive, please think twice about 
reporting them to the police when they have 
only been on The Common for less than 24hrs.  
Make the effort to talk to them – they really are 
some quite nice people!
Louise and Fraser
Rowde Hill Farm
(Editor’s note: The Parish Council received a 
complaint and therefore had to pass it on to 
the relevant authority)

THE COMMUNITY FIRST 
ENEWSLETTER
Wiltshire’s Rural Community Council ‘Community 
First’ is a charity that works at the forefront of 
community development to help improve the 
quality of life and economic well-being of people 
and local communities throughout Wiltshire.
Their Enewsletter is circulated every few months, 
giving updates of their work throughout Wiltshire, 
whether it is working with Community Transport 
groups, young people, Parish Councils, Village 
Halls or other groups, through links to their website.
If you wish to subscribe to this Enewsletter, 
please email reception@communityfirst.
org.uk and ask to be subscribed. If at any 
time you wish to unsubscribe then just type 
“unsubscribe” in the Subject line.
Community First, Wyndhams, St Josephs 
Place, Devizes  SN10 1DD   
Main Office: 01380 722475   
Email:  reception@communityfirst.org.uk
Website:  www.communityfirst.org.uk 
VILLAGE APPEARANCE
Hello, Pam Evans here. It has taken me a 
while to ‘get into the role’ of Parish Councillor 
but here goes. 
At last it appears the bad weather is behind 
us (hopefully) and Spring has finally shown 
her colours, which brings me to the matter of 
our village appearance. To make a start, I am 
hoping to plant a tub of flowers on The Hill to 
remember the service men and women who 
fought and lost their lives in World War I.  This 
will be at my expense in the first instance, but 
I would be grateful for any small donations for 
future plantings as the seasons change.
I have also discussed with Lorraine 
Colquhoun, Head of Rowde Primary Academy, 
putting a tub outside of the school (perhaps 
to coincide with the Commonwealth Games) 
though this has yet to be confirmed.
It would also be nice to enter ‘Britain in 
Bloom’ competition and win, so start planting 
your tubs and hanging baskets. Let’s have a 
glorious show of colour! Perhaps we could 
also get the children involved with their own 
personal tub or planter (which I believe 
has happened in the past), with a prize or 
commendation for the best presented (your 
views greatly appreciated).
I know the village is kept clean and free of litter 
thanks to Liz Brown and volunteers, which 
is greatly appreciated but I do feel we all, as 
a community, have a responsibility to do our 
bit. It’s easy to walk by a bit of rubbish on the 
ground and say ‘that’s not mine’.  On this note, 
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LETTERS
we are inviting villagers to take part in the 
village clean up on Sunday 11th May 2014, 
from 9.30am – 12pm.  The Parish Council will 
arrange for litter picks, bin bags and hi-visibility 
jackets. All you have to do is turn up at the 
Cross Keys car park at 9.30am. If everyone 
does a little bit, we can all have a village that 
we can be proud of. 
On a more serious note, I am hoping to prick 
the conscience of the few who still refuse 
to pick up after their dogs. Kirsty Allsop was 
recently quoted in one of the national papers, 
saying that the  person who allows their dog 
to foul and not pick up is lacking in common 
courtesy, is selfish and reveals a lot about that 
person. Is that you? Please think about it. 
If you would like to contact me about planting a 
tub or planting donations, I would love to hear 
from you. I can be contacted on tel: 07515 
361225, or by e-mail: pam.evans@hotmail.com. 
Cllr Pam Evans
CARER SUPPORT APPEAL
Hello, I hope you’re well and have been 
enjoying the first signs of Spring sunshine?
Carer Support Wiltshire have been working 
hard to set-up lots more new groups and cafés 
to help offer group support for people caring 
for a family member, friend or neighbour in 
Wiltshire. This new programme of groups is due 
to be launched next month. I wondered if you 
might be able to accommodate a short article to 
announce this in your next edition?
I realise that your next edition will miss part, or 
all, of April, but any coverage we could get might 
help us to reach more people. The reason we’d 
like a piece in your newsletter is because one of 
the groups or cafés is due to take place in a town 
local to those who read your publication.
I would be happy to share the upcoming dates of the 
nearest group to you if you are able to fit that in too.
A new groups and training programme to help 
support unpaid carers across the whole of 
Wiltshire is to be launched in April.
Carer Support Wiltshire, which supports over 
8,000 carers, has updated and extended its 
support group programme with informative 
groups, café drop-ins, specialist meetings 
and helpful training to try to reach as many of 
Wiltshire’s 47,500 carers as possible.
In our consultations, carers told us that they 
would like better quality advice and information 
at the groups they attend; they would like 
groups to run monthly, and that they would like 
the opportunity to socialise with other carers 
and share experiences and advice.
There will be structured groups that will run 
once a month in six areas which will provide 

bite-sized training, high quality advice and 
information regarding the caring role.
Carers Cafés will run in 12 towns across the 
county and will be a place where carers can come 
together to share information, advice, and socialise.
Carer Support Wiltshire will also be running 
bi-monthly specialist groups for carers of people 
with mental health problems and parent carers.
One carer who recently attended a group in for 
the first time said: “It was a nice friendly group. 
You don’t have to talk about the serious side of 
being a carer, but for me it has been a lifeline to 
have regular contact and advice.”
Alongside the groups, carers can access a wide 
range of free training opportunities to help them 
in their caring role, including first aid, dementia 
care, manual handling and money management.
To find out where your nearest group or training 
session will be taking place, visit their website 
carersinwiltshire.co.uk where you can also 
register for support online. Alternatively, you can 
call 0800 181 4118 for more information.
Many thanks for your help,
Fiona
CHURCH CLEANING WAS GREAT FUN!
Lots of people came and everyone helped 
out - 10 adults and three children all working 
as a team together.  We polished, hoovered, 
scrubbed, swept and mopped the floors. We 
washed the windows and the doors; we even 
polished the pews and waxed the wood!
After that, we had tea, coffee, squash, cake, 
biscuits, delicious cheese scones made by 
Auntie and finished with chocolates.
Thank you to those who helped out; you did 
a great job! Why don’t you come along to the 
church and see how great it looks? If you would 
like to come next time and help too, speak to a 
church member!
Kiah-Mai-Cooper, Age 11 
TUESDAY STEWSDAY TUESDAY18TH 
FEBRUARY  
We arrived on time and handed in our tickets 
and sat down to join everyone and chat to great 
friends.  We bought our own drinks and glasses.  
Gavin gave an announcement to explain to 
everyone what to do, and then he let the children 
go first to get their dinner, and then the adults.  
It was all yummy, and lots to choose - Lamb 
hotpot, cassoulet, beef stew, chicken tagine, 
vegetarian quorn Thai green curry, accompanied 
by cous cous, rice and lots of french bread.  
We all had lots to eat, and then went back for 
seconds (and thirds too!).  Then it was time for 
pudding - there were lots to choose from, many 
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people had helped by bringing a pudding such 
as lemon drizzle cake, sticky toffee pudding and 
trifle, to go with Gavins crumble.  My mum had 
made her famous brownies. Everything was 
delicious, and everyone had a lovely time.  We 
had 105 friends come this time and raised £380, 
this was more than last time which was amazing.  
I cant wait until the next one; hopefully you will 
come too.
Thalia Ann Cooper, Age 8
SELL OUT SPANISH NIGHT!
Dear All
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me 
about tickets for the Spanish night – we have 
now sold all the tickets.
Sorry to anyone that has missed out this time.
Our next fundraising event will be the ‘Salads & 
Puddings’ night on Friday 6th June at 6.30 pm in 
St Matthew’s church.
Regards, Jane
HELP TO CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE
If you could provide a secure and caring home 
for a Wiltshire child, come along and find out 
more about fostering at one of our information 
sessions. (Please use the information sessions 
most relevant to your parish area)
Tuesday 13 May 2014 at 7pm
County Hall, Trowbridge
Tuesdays 29 April and 20 May 2014 at 7pm
City Hall, Salisbury
For more information contact:
0800 169 6321
fostering@wilshire.gov.uk
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/fostering
Please do not hesitate in contacting me if 
you have any more questions regarding this 
campaign.
My working days are Tues, Wed and Thurs only
Kind regards
Julie Smith
Campaigns and 
Events Officer
01225 718089    Julie.smith@wiltshire.gov.uk
CHARITY BREAKFASTS GO 
DOWN WELL!
Thank you to everyone who supported our 
charity breakfasts in aid of the RNLI.
Over eight Sundays we had a full house with 
eight guests on all but two weeks and seven 
on the remainder.  In fact, towards the last few 
weeks we were turning people away. Everyone 

could choose from our usual menu as given 
to our B&B guests, including the now famous 
Ben’s Mess. Whilst waiting for Ben to cook the 
various options, everyone could help themselves 
to yogurts, juices, cereals, fresh fruit salad 
and fresh bread with homemade jams and 
preserves.  We were also able to offer vegetarian 
and gluten-free meals when needed. A couple of 
groups even brought champagne to accompany 
their breakfast, but all groups seemed to have 
great fun and were here for about two hours 
whether in groups of friends or strangers. Most 
weeks photos were taken, which can be seen on 
our Facebook page (address below). Who can 
you recognise?
At the start of the year our aim was to beat last 
year’s total of £300. Like last year, everyone 
paid £10 of which £7.50 was donated to the 
RNLI, there was also the opportunity to buy 
RNLI souvenirs and other Vine Cottage gifts 
with a percentage donation. We are very happy 
to announce that, including donations, this year 
we raised £527.05 and sold nearly £50 worth of 
souvenirs.
We shall be offering more again next winter and 
may well include the option of buying a sauna 
session as well, although not at the same time! 
So, when the breakfasts are announced towards 
the end of the year, book yours early to avoid 
disappointment.
Kindest regards,
Mary and Ben Bentley
Vine Cottage B&B
01380 728360
www.vinecottagebb.co.uk
www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb
CHARITY SHOW
Dear Editor
I hope you can find space to publish the 
following information about our annual Charity 
Show which benefits the people of Wiltshire.
Sunday 8thJune  (10am to 5pm) will see the 9th 
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair and 
Tractor Ted Farm Show which raises funds for 
local charities (£205,000 to date).   The ethos of 
the show has always been to provide an event 
for all the family - a great day out, whether or 
not you have a dog.  The Dog Show comprises 
family and fun classes, with companion classes 
for pedigree dogs, all being held under Kennel 
Club rules (see website for class schedule).  
There are also displays, with performing horses, 
falcons, diggers and combine harvesters, 
attractions, shopping, children’s activities 
(including a giant Tractor Ted Bouncy Castle) 
and food & drink stands.
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LETTERS (cont’d)

URGENTLY NEEDED!
HOUSE TO RENT

We are hoping that maybe, just 
maybe, someone is considering 
moving away, or even renting 
instead of selling but haven’t put it 
on the market yet. 
Our requirements are:
Minimum 3 (preferably 4 or even 5) 
bed home for 4 amazing children 
and mum.
Teacher with excellent references 
available, no payment ever 
missed, and all of us are very 
clean, tidy and have looked after 
our current home in Rowde to a 
great standard (Landlords words!) 
better than they had hoped.
Two well trained cats who go out 
all night and sleep all day.
Garage preferable, but not essential.
Garden desirable, I love to garden 
and be outside so maintain with 
hard work or easy maintenance 
no problem.
Clare
01380 738660

Admission on the day will be Adults £10, 
Children (2-16) £5 and children under two FREE.  
Carers accompanying wheelchair users will be 
FREE.  Dogs, of course, are FREE.   Advance 
tickets are Adults £8 and Children (2-16) £4 and 
are only available from www.tractorted.co.uk until 
31st May.  Website: www.bowooddogshow.org 
or visit us on Facebook.  Bowood House, Calne 
Wiltshire SN11 9PF (for SatNavs).
Kind Regards, Mike
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair
Sunday 8th June 2014
www.bowooddogshow.org
Follow us and be our friend on Facebook
Contact: Mike Weston
07710 444029
Bowood Charity Dog Show & Summer Fair 
raises funds for local charities

LOVELY DARK 
WOOD DRESSER
160cm long - 48cm 
deep - 163cm high
MAKE AN OFFER 
around £200

(Desperately need space!!)
Buyers to collect from Rowde
Please call: 0780 3880663

LOVELY ELECTRIC 
FIRE AND DARK 
WOOD SURROUND
122cm long - 40cm 
deep - 116cm high
MAKE AN OFFER 
around £200 

LOVELY DARK WOOD TV CABINET
100cm long - 44cm deep - 49cm high
MAKE AN OFFER around £150 

FOR SALE

Greyhound Rescue 
West of England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092
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Mini Sudoku (easy this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (difficult this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

FOR SALE
4 Wheel Walker with seat
Nearly New £35 ono
Jean 01380 721127
FOR SALE
Pair of Kitchen Stools (Un-used)
£10.00 the pair
Pete 01380 721554
FOR SALE
Top Quality Girls Clothes, Coats and 
Shoes for Sale
Next, GAP, H&M, M&S and many more.
All perfect condition and ages from 8yrs-11yrs
Prices range from £1 to £5 an item.
Pair of Adidas and Umbro football boots 
size 4 - £3.00 a pair (nearly new)
Girls pink fairy bedroom set from NEXT (2 
Duvet covers, Curtains, Border, Over bed 
canopy) £15 
Please contact Julie on 07796 690413
FOR SALE
Cabannon 5 berth, canvas frame tent, 
including awning, pegs and guy ropes. 
V.G.C.   £160.00p
Contact 01380 727278
FOR SALE
2008 Swift Bolero Motorhome
Immaculate condition. Taxed and MOT. 
Many extras. Fitted with Solar panels.
Contact Alan or Ann on 01380 724788 
for more information or to view

FREE Classified Ads
2 7

3 2
1 7 6

1 9 5
4 9 7
5 3
8 6 1
2 5 6 3 9

4 3 9 8

2 4 6
6 3 4

5 6
6 1 5 3
2 3

1

How to advertise here for FREE:
If	you	live	locally	and	have	an	item	to	sell	then	just	
contact	Julie	on	juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk	or	
telephone	07796690413,	giving	a	brief	description	
of	the	item,	the	amount	you	would	like	for	it,	and	a	
contact	telephone	number	(name	optional).	‘Wanted’	
ads	also	accepted.	Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

1 3 6 4 5 2
5 2 4 6 1 3
2 6 1 5 3 4
4 5 3 1 2 6
3 4 5 2 6 1
6 1 2 3 4 5

9 2 4 3 5 8 1 6 7
8 5 7 1 6 9 4 3 2
1 3 6 7 2 4 8 9 5
4 8 1 9 7 6 5 2 3
3 6 2 5 4 1 9 7 8
5 7 9 8 3 2 6 4 1
7 4 5 6 8 3 2 1 9
2 9 8 4 1 7 3 5 6
6 1 3 2 9 5 7 8 4
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 117914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

SELF CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN 

NORTH DEVON 
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop      52  
H S Stiles & Son Ltd       51
Rowde Village Shop             various pages
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son      53
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                38
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       56
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      49
Computer Services (Owen Burton)     53
Photography/Photographs       48
Qualified Spanish Teacher       57
Photocopying and Laminating      38
PA/Secretary         21
St John’s Adult Education       43
Private Visiting Doctor         5
ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew       5
‘I am not Frazzle’ by Darren Worrow       46
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          44
HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Home Sweep Home (house cleaning)     38
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)                 55
House Cleaning (Martina)       50
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      58
Oil Boiler Engineer (Tom Steel)      48
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     48
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       44
Adams Renovations                  48
Avid Kitchens & Bathrooms       64
Hestia Soft Furnishings       56
House & Garden Maintenance (A Smith)     57
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     58
KFR (Refurbiz - used white goods)     11
JKS Plumbing and Heating                          54
Adam Window Cleaning Services                44
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      64
Mike’s Tiling Service        50
Devizes Plastering        36
Gaiger Brothers Ltd Building Contractors     58

Walking With The Grain Ltd (Flooring)     34
Cherry & Folk Upholstery Services    back cover
GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      44
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden      17
Bill Rowell Mowers        36
Andy Smith House & Garden      57
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       55
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      57
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow             46
Brookside B&B        49
Vine Cottage B&B             7
The George and Dragon       17
HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     56
Active Plus for over 60s       49
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     54
Beechwood Beauty        64
Wiltshire Mind        55
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      54
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom      12
Parkfields Homoeopathy       21
Rowde Runners        38
The Sycamore Centre       44
WeightWatchers         46
Clair Paul Yoga Personal Trainer   back cover
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club         7
House/Pet Sitter        44
Greyhound Rescue        62
MISCELLANEOUS:
Logs and Kindling        48
Holiday Cottage        64
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       58
Nursery – Townsend Barn       47
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      47 
Rowde Village Website         2
Wiltshire Council        54
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      55
Recycling Facilities        57
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    58
Claire Perry         48  
4Children         47
Little Hands Made - Great Presents     21
The I Team Ironing Service       41
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed
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Allotments
Chris	Stevens,	Tel:	01380	738438
Bell Ringing
Friday	evenings,	Bell	Tower,	St	
Matthew’s	Church	at	7pm
Contact	Richard	Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays	8	pm	in	Village	Hall
Book Club
Meets	monthly	-	Ann	Swan	724788
Charities
Rowdeford	Charity	Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St	Matthew’s	C	of	E
Rev.	John	Rees	-	Tel:	859646
Assistant	Curate:	Rev.	Norma	
Fergusson	-	Tel:	850811

Church Choir
Practice	Thursdays	at	7	pm
Nicola	Brown	722406
Church Wardens
Maureen	Hiscocks	Tel:	01380725406
Gavin	Moss	Tel:	01380729160
Clarence
0800 232323
Community Advisor 
Emergency Planning
Yan	Ellis,	Tel:	01380	
729540 or 07818 081737                         
Email:	yanellis1@gmail.com
Doctor
For	list	of	doctors	contact	the	
Health	Commission,	Pans	Lane,	
Devizes,	Tel:	728899
Football
John	Dalley,	Tel:	727094
Footpaths
Contact	Parish	Clerk	720988
Garage
Slades	of	Rowde	Tel:	01380727936
Good Neighbour Coordinator
Caroline	Culley	07557 922027

Hospital
Devizes	Community	Hospital
Tel:	723511
Ladies Club
Held	in	Village	Hall	on	last	Tuesday	
in	the	month	at	8	pm.
Mrs	Di	Buckland,	Tel:	723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire	Council
Tel:	0300	4560100
Devizes	Town	Council	722160
Parish Council
Chairman	-	Mrs	Jackie	Bawden
Tel:	01380	720856
Clerk	-	Mrs	Rebekah	Jeffries
Tel:	01380	720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Sunny Days Nursery
Contact	Liz	or	Sam	on	01249	
818824 or 01380 723991
Playing Fields
For	playing	field	bookings	please	
contact	the	Parish	Council	Clerk	on	
01380 720988
Police
Devizes	Police
Tel:	101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross	Keys,	Tel: 739567
George	&	Dragon,	Tel:	723053
Rowdey	Cow	Cafe,	Tel:	829666
Rifle Club
Practice	Wednesdays,	Matches	
Thursdays	in	Village	Hall.
Mr	E	Bowden,	Tel:	728434
Rowde Court Studios
Ann	Swan,	Tel:	724788	
Rowde Rainbows
Meet:	Tuesdays	6.15	to	7.15	
pm	Contact:	Ailsa	Devon	
01380	850081	/	07966230810										
Email:	ailsa_devon@hotmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy	Williams,	Tel:	721554
Rowde Runners
Meet	Sundays	at	9.30	am	at	the	
G&D.	Chippy,	Tel:	723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries	-	Tel:	07926952631
Bookings	-	722497	(after	6	pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High	Street,	Rowde	SN10	2ND
Head	teacher	-	Lorraine	Colquhoun	
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head	Teacher
Ingrid	Sidmouth	Tel:	850309
Self Unlimited (ex CARE)
Rosa	Lancaster,	Tel:	725455
Sewing Circle
Ring	Yvonne	on	01380	728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz	Ibbetson,	Tel: 720630
Flowers	for	all	occasions,	
Weddings,	Funerals	&	
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R	H	Reeves	725072
Toddler Group
Village	Hall	Thursdays	9.30-11.30	
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held	in	Village	Hall	first	Tuesday	in	
the	month	at	2.30	pm.
Mrs	D	Ellis,	Tel:	722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt	-	Tel:	723687
McQueens	-	Tel:	728505
The	Paddock	-	Tel:	813202
Village Shop
Veronica	Seedhouse
Enquiries	-	Tel:	01380	739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.co.uk
Email:	admin@rowdevillage.co.uk	
Youth Clubs
The	‘Rufi’	Club	-	Simon	Hughes,	
Mike	Edmunds	and	Dean	
Faringday.	
Youth Council Committee
Daniel	and	Luke	Smith,	Shannon	
Kerfoot	and	Edward	Handy.	
Chairperson	-	Lewis	Dodds
Secretary	-	John	Jones

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed	below	in	alphabetical	order	are	the	various	village	organisations	with	contact	names	and	telephone	numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in 
the contacts page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com 
or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
2 April  Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
9 April  Rowde Book Club Meeting (see page 6)
13 April Ploughing Match at Manor Farm 9am to 1pm
26 April WI Event in Bromham Social Centre (see page 41)
29 April HiWay Club AGM (see page 5)
3 May  Ploughmans Lunch in Village Hall
10 May Wooton Bassett Brass Band at St Matthew’s Church (see page 39)
10 May Mothers Union AGM (see page 12)
11 May Village Clean Up: 9.30am to 12pm (see page 36)
14 May Parish Council Meeting followed by Village Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
16 May Great British Fish and Chips Supper (see page 27)
18 May Rowdeford Garden Fair 11am - 3pm (see page 38)
21 May Spanish Evening (see page 39) Note that this event is sold out!
6 June Salads & Pudding night (see page 61)
8 June Open Farm Sunday at Rowdefield Farm 11am to 5pm
11 June Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
20/21 June Mini Music Festival at Hft
5 July  Rowde Village Fete (see page 42)
5 July  A Frayed Knot Concert (see page 26)
9 July  Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
9 August Flower Show
10 September Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
4 October Ploughmans Lunch in Village Hall
8 October Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
12 November Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
6 December Bazzar
10 December Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
31 Jan 2015 Charity Burns Supper

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0823 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1430 1550 1630 1720 1800 1835 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0812 0843 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1454 1622 1702 1752 1832 1904
Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0759 0842 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1444 1607 1707 1727 1817 
Devizes Market Place  0735 0805 0853 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1450 1613 1713 1733 1823 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at March 2014

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0830 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1400 1530 1705 1800 1835  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0820 0854 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1424 1602 1737 1832 1904 

Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0814 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1517 1649 1822  
Devizes Market Place  0735 0820 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1523 1655 1828 

Saturday




