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MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 18th September 2019, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

 PRESENT: J Hawkins (Chair), J Dalley (from item 10 onwards), Y Pullen, C Stevens, S Taylor, I Whittaker-
Axon, L Wills   
Absent: Cllr Cuthbert. 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
Apologies:  All Councillors were present.  

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 
J Dalley registered an interest in item 11: Scooter Club rally 2020.   

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 
 The Chair thanked Cllr C Stevens for all of his help on the allotments, including 

when tenants are experiencing difficulties. A letter has also been received thanking 
C Stevens & M Stevens for all of their help with a particular tenant. Their help has 
been gratefully received.  

 The Chair made a plea for residents to come directly to the Parish Council if they 
have any concerns, queries or complaints rather than directing them through 
Social Media.   

 
 

4. Presentation by South Western Ambulance Charity.  

 Matthew Hunt who is training to become a Community First Responder (CFR) 
attended the meeting to request funds towards the purchase of a raiser chair. The 
raizer chair is a dignified way of raising a person who has fallen and this can be 
done by a Community First Responder so that ambulance crews can be dispatched 
to more urgent cases. This chair would be stored at Devizes Ambulance Station but 
its use depends on the location of the CFT and Matthew is based in Rowde.  

 The Devizes Area Board has contributed half of the amount towards the Chair:    
£1, 600.42. M Hunt has requested that Rowde Parish Council contributes the rest 
of the money (£1, 8000).  

 Other surrounding villages will be approached to fund other equipment.  

 The Parish Council agreed to consider the grant request at the next Parish Council 
meeting in October.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

5. Public Question Time 

 It was noted that the Perspex on the noticeboard situated on the High Street has 
degraded, making it difficult to read the notices inside. The Clerk was asked to 
contact the company who originally supplied the noticeboard to ask if the Perspex 
and seals can be replaced.  

 It was reported that the entrance to Maundrell Close needs resurfacing. This will 
become dangerous for pedestrians in winter months.  

 A query was made about white line painting on the A roads, when the side roads 
have been repainted. The parish is still on a waiting list for markings on the A roads 
to be repainted.   

 A series of questions were asked about the income received from the playing field. 
It was confirmed by the Parish Council that the Scooter Club paid £600 to hire the 
field for their event. The Clerk agreed to publish monthly income figures. It was 
noted that until recently the Parish Council did not receive a regular monthly 
income.  

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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6. Wiltshire Council Update  
The Chair and the Clerk have attended two Devizes Area Board meetings since the last 
Parish Council meeting: 15th July & 9th September 2019. The following items were noted: 
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 The Special Schools Consultation will continue until 30th September 2019. Views 
are still being sought on the proposal to close Larkrise School in Trowbridge & St. 
Nicholas’ in Chippenham and to create a new combined school on the site at 
Rowdeford. 

 A request has been made for Conscience Lane to be excluded from the new school 
transport plan. The Clerk has forwarded this request to Wiltshire Council’s Special 
Schools department.  

 There is an ongoing consultation about the future of the Market Place, Devizes.  

 The development of new sporting facilities at Green Lane, Devizes is due to 
commence on 30th September 2019.  

 There was an update on the conditions of the roads in Wiltshire. Devizes fared 6th 
in the table for the poorest roads meaning 35% of the road network needs 
maintenance now or in the near future. £8 million has been given to highway 
services to deliver improvements to roads. 

 20% of all gullies are reported as being blocked, which equates to 18,000 gullies. It 
was noted that gullies will probably only be cleaned once every two years as the 
schedule is frequently disrupted to deal with flooding and house emergencies.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 10th July 2019 
The minutes have been accepted as an accurate record: proposed by L Wills, seconded by 
C Stevens. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true 
record.  

 

7. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 10th July 2019 

 The Clerk has asked the Parish Steward to side out the pavement from Broad 
Corner towards the road to the Caen Hill locks car park.  

 J Dalley has spoken to local farmers about sheeting their crops for transport.  

 The Clerk has contacted Wiltshire Council about whether horses are permitted to 
use the footpath from Maundrell Close to St. Matthew’s Close. Wiltshire Council 
has responded to say that the footpath is not an adopted Wiltshire Council 
footpath, therefore they are unable to assist with any problems there. They have 
suggested putting a sign up to ask for horse waste to be collected if dropped 
there.  

 Fiona Marno has returned to the post of Neighbourhood Office for Rowde with 
Aster.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. The Common 

 There are ongoing discussions with local residents about the maintenance of 
grassed verges along the Common.   

 A query was raised about trees that were specially planted during the Millennium. 
Twelve trees were planted, only three remain. 

 

10. Grounds Maintenance 
Village clean up  
There was discussion about the work that has taken place so far. Wayne & Linda Cherry 

were thanked, along with Natalie and her son, J Dalley, C Stevens, Tim & Tara from HfT 

and many others who have helped to clean around their properties and the village.  

 The Parish Council considered a quotation for work to side out the pavements 

around the village (£299) and to follow up with a weed killing programme 

(£499.76). It was agreed that this work would be carried out twice a year; in 

September and March with an option to request a third session if needed at a later 

stage.  This work will continue on a rolling programme.  
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 A question was asked about the weedkiller that will be used in the programme. 

The contractor has the necessary licences and will use appropriate weedkiller, 

which is safe for dogs. The contractor will notify the parish Council when the work 

is taking place so that residents can be informed.  

 The machine that will be used to side out the pavements can also be used to clear 

snow in the winter.  

 Concern was raised about the narrowness of the pavement from Rowde to Dunkirk 

Hill. The grounds contractor was asked to quote for siding out this stretch of 

pavement and to inform the Parish Council in time for their next meeting.  

Church path clearance 

 The grounds contractor was thanked for his work in re-establishing the full width of 
the path from Cock Road to St. Matthew’s Church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. Use of the Large Playing Field 
Football Use 

 Bishops Cannings Football Team will hire the large playing field for their youth 

teams’ training and matches. They will pay a fee of £30.00 per week for 9 months. 

The contract is for one year initially with an option to extend. The football club has 

provided their own toilets.  

 A comment was made from the audience about parents speeding in their cars to 

get to matches.  They suggested putting a sign up saying ‘children at play’.  

 J Dalley will continue to mark the pitch for matches with kind help from D Packer.  

 The field is also being hired by Townson Bootcamp training.  

 There was an initial discussion about installing permanent goal posts at the large 

playing field for children in the village to use.  They could be positioned lengthways 

from the tennis court end to where the pavilion was. J Dalley agreed to look at 

costings for goal posts.  

 Residents are reminded that it is not permitted to drive motorised vehicles on the 

large playing field, including tractors and quad bikes. It was agreed that a bollard 

would be placed near the entrance to the tennis court to stop vehicles entering the 

field.  

 It was reported that dangerous driving was taking place in the playing field car park 

on 18th September, around 3pm. The Clerk will notify the PCSO 

Scooter Rally - 2020 

 Representatives from the Devizes Scooter Club attended the meeting. They 

thanked the village for letting them host their rally this year in Rowde. The Parish 

Council agreed that the event had been well managed and was enjoyed by many 

people in the village. It is also thought to have brought extra business in to the 

businesses in the village. The Parish Council was concerned, however, that the club 

did not make a donation to charity as it was led to believe initially. The Scooter 

Club confirmed that a fund raising event took place at the rally and a further 

donation to charity will be made in October.  

 The Parish Council agreed to a proposal to let the field to the Scooter Club again 

for a fee of £600 for the weekend, plus £100 for the use of the generator. This 

proposal was accepted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JD 
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 The rally will take place from 31st July – 1st August 2020.  

12. Allotments Update 

 A Parish Council shed is being built on the allotments, adjacent to the playing field 

for Parish Council storage.  There will be some storage for football equipment. This 

has been included in their pitch fee.  

 

13.  Village Amenities.  
RoSPA playground safety inspections are due to take place this month.  
Silverlands Play Area: the transfer of the play area from Wiltshire Council to the Parish 
Council is still in progress.  
Planning for the Village Christmas Tree 

 It was agreed that the Parish Council should put up a Christmas tree again this 
year. W Cherry kindly offered to look into one that the Parish Council can purchase.  

 It was agreed to buy new LED lights for the tree. The Clerk will research costs for 
the next meeting.  

 The Clerk will speak with the Village Hall Committee about installing an outside 
electricity socket with a separate RCD outside.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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14.  Planning matters 
Neighbourhood Planning 

 Rowde Parish has been invited to join the Devizes Area Neighbourhood Plan. The 
Chair and the Clerk have attended two meetings at Devizes Town Hall, with 
representatives from Devizes Town Council and Wiltshire Council. Rowde Parish 
Council has since expressed a strong interest in joining the Devizes Area 
Neighbourhood Plan and would like to actively pursue that goal. Further meetings 
will be held to progress the plan.  

Council building on land off Reed Place 

 Wiltshire Council has outlined a proposal to build on land off Reed Place. The 
Parish Council approved the recent Housing Needs Survey. They also supported the 
proposal for the new Council House Build Programme to progress to the planning 
stage. The proposal is to build the following: 

o 2 x 1 bed flats (with gardens) 
o 1 x 1 bed ground floor/ level access/ bungalow 
o 2 x 2 bed houses 
o 1 x 2 bed ground floor/ level access/bungalow 

 The Parish Council asked Wiltshire Council if more houses, including three 
bedroom ones, could also be built. Unfortunately, this need was not reflected in 
the responses received from the recent Housing Needs Survey. Only 29.5% of 
residents responded to the survey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15. Planning Applications for consideration  

 Withdrawn: 19/05628/PNCOU Notification of prior approval (under Class Q) for the 

proposed change of use from agricultural to residential (use Class C3) to form 5 

dwelling houses, at Iron Pear Tree Farm, Conscience Lane, Rowde. 

Proposal to re-route part of footpath (ROWD13) on the Common.  

 The Parish Council noted that part of the proposed diversion crossed another 
landowner’s land. Wiltshire Council has confirmed that this landowner has been 
contacted and has agreed to the diversion.  

 The Parish Council had no further comments about the application.  

 
 

16. National Grid Project – Visual Improvement Project  
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 Representatives from National Grid have met with representatives from the Parish 
Council to discuss a possible visual improvement project (VIP) near Roundway 
Down.  

 Ofgen has agreed that money can be spent on improving the visual impact in areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the National Parks, by removing over ground 
electricity pylons and channeling electricity underground instead.  

 The North Wessex Downs has been shortlisted as a potential recipient of this 
funding. The proposal is to take down 11 electricity pylons sited near Roundway 
Hill, which cover a distance of 8,8km and for the cabling to be placed undergrown. 
The project will run from the withy beds in Tanis to Coate Bridge.  

 The application needs to be completed by July 2020 in order to qualify for this 
round of funding. The Parish Council was fully supportive of the proposal. When 
further updates are received they will be communicated to the wider community.  

17. Highways Update 
Update from meeting with Highways Engineer 

 There is funding for white lines on the side roads to be repainted (this work took 
place in August). The Clerk has made a further request for the white lines on the 
A342 and Marsh Lane to be repainted.  

 The rippled road surface on Devizes Road was repaired in the week commencing 
8th July 2019.  

 Wiltshire Council has purchased three machines which can be used to side out 
pavements. This work needs to be requested through the Parish Steward 
programme, which the Clerk has done.  

 The Clerk will circulate Wiltshire Council’s Highways Newsletter to all Councillors.  
Conscience Lane will be closed for resurfacing shortly. The new indicative programme 
dates will be 30 September to 11 October 2019. The new surfacing will run from the end 
of Tanis to Folly Road. A diversion will be in place through Devizes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

18. Community Matters 
Working with Rowde Primary School  

 There have been reports of trespassing on school grounds (Rowde Primary). A 
report has been filed with the Police.  

 The School has requested to work closer with the Parish Council.  

 The Parish Council has queries about the school’s current Travel Plan. L Wills will 
look into this.  

VE day celebrations 

 The first meeting has been postponed until Tuesday 8th October 2019.  

 It was suggested that the Clerk approaches the Village Fete team to ask for a 
donation towards the VE event. There was also money promised for play 
equipment in the toddlers’ play area.  

 
 
 
 
 
LW 
 
 
 
Clerk 

19. Communications update 
Facebook Update 

  There were no further updates to report. 

 
 
 

20. Financial matters & monthly invoices for July (total £2,039.51) and August (total 
£3,242.04.  
July invoices breakdown  
Admin costs: £1,228.44 
Grounds maintenance: £531.07 
Bootcamp sessions for children: £280.00 
Total: £2,039.51  
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Payment for invoices were proposed by C Stevens, seconded L Wills. All Councillors were 
in favour.   
 
August invoices breakdown 
Admin inc. stationery, printing, audit: £1,649.46  
Grounds maintenance & village clean-up: £1,137.77  
Materials for Parish Council shed: ££454.81  
Total: £3,242.04    
 

 The Parish Council accounts for 2018-19 have been reviewed by the external 
auditor. There were no issues raised.   

21. Correspondence 

 The Police report has been circulated to Parish Councillors.  

  Our PCSO Georgie Dodds has now moved to the Devizes Town area. Our new 
PCSOs will be Kelly Watts and Lucy Stonestreet.  

Rowde incidents 

 Between 28.06.19 and 01.07.19, suspects have broken into the school causing 
damage and used the swimming pool. Enquiries are ongoing.  

 Between 03-04.07.2019 Unknown suspect/s have attempted to gain access to a 
vehicle by piercing below the lock with a screwdriver. No access has been gained, 
nothing has been stolen. 

 24/08/19- Persons have forced entry into swimming pool and also a shed and 
breaking side window of shed. Chairs have been thrown into the pool and 
damaged. 

 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th October 2019. 
 The next Area Board Meeting will be held on Monday 18th November 2019 at 

Devizes School at 6.30pm.  
 EVERYONE is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


