
 MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 11th November 2015, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), B Bentley, J Dalley, J Hawkins, A Seedhouse, C Stevens, L Stewart  
Clerk: R Jeffries 

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies – None to record.   

 Resignation of Parish Councillor –  
P Evans resigned from the Parish Council. Thanks were given to P Evans for all of her hard 
work during her time on the Parish Council, especially in relation to her work on village 
appearance and for donating and maintaining the planted area on ‘The Hill’.  

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
No business interests were recorded.   

 

3. Election of Vice-Chair 
A Seedhouse was elected as Vice-Chair (proposed by S Mundy, seconded by B Bentley). A 
majority of Councillors were in favour.  

 

4. Chairman’s five minutes 

 G Sartin, a prospective Parish Councillor observed the meeting.  

 There was a plea for new Parish Councillors, as there are now four vacancies on 
the Council. The Clerk was asked to send a request through the school for new 
Parish Councillors.  

 A reminder was given of the first Neighbourhood Planning meetings which are due 
to take place on Saturday 14th November from 10am – 12pm at Rowde Primary 
School and Wednesday 18th November from 8.00pm – 10pm at the Village Hall. All 
Parish Councillors and villagers were encouraged to attend.  

 
 
 
Clerk  

5. Public Question Time  

 It was requested that Cllr Cuthbert is contacted to request a Link Officer from 
Wiltshire Council on our behalf. A Link Officer will offer guidance through the 
Neighbourhood Plan process.  

 A complaint was made about the condition of the pathway from Cock Road to the 
Church, alongside the Village Hall. The Clerk will contact Wiltshire Council and 
request for the path to be cleared.  

 
Clerk  
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6. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 14th October 2015.  
The minutes were approved by all Councillors and duly signed (proposed by J Dalley, 
seconded by J Hawkins).  

 

7. Actions arising from the Parish Council meeting on 14th October 2015.  
Facilities 
Tennis Court: A new tennis net has been purchased for the tennis court. This will be put 
up in the Spring. The existing net will be used through the winter months.  
Permissive footpath: Neal Bawden and Steve Pearson were thanked for all of their hard 
work keeping the new permissive footpath accessible through the summer months, from 
Marsh Lane to the Rowdey Cow.  
New Toddler play equipment: The Village Fete Committee were thanked for their kind 
donation to replace one of the toddlers’ springy rockers.  
 
Grounds Maintenance 
Allotments: English Landscapes has confirmed that the central grassed path through the 
allotment plots has been cut.  
Drainage on Marsh Lane: The Canal and River Trust has confirmed that it will clear their 
ditches alongside the Marsh Lane footpath.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Village Infrastructure 
RoSPA recommended repairs: The Parish Council considered a quote for the 
recommended repair work to be carried out. The following work was agreed by the Parish 
Council:  

 
 
 
 



 To cut back & remove fallen tree in boundary of small playing field with Tower 
View: £200 

 To supply & install new hand grip on RSS Playmakers’ steel trail: £192.22 

 To rub down and paint legs on base of slide unit: £65.00 

 To grease Wicksteed rotator bearings: FOC 

 To grind down protruding threads at the back of both basketball backboards: £300 

 Chase cut around basketball net with raised concrete step and cover with 20mm 
EDPM wetpour in black: £360.40 

 Replace loose screws on skatepark with self-tapping tamper proof screws: £80.00 
BMX track repairs: It was agreed to ask the Youth Council for their proposal and time-
scale for carrying out repairs to the BMX track. (Clerk’s note: The Youth Council has since 
agreed to remove the two large rocks from the BMX track and back-fill with soil. They will 
also re-dress the BMX track with Mendip stone).  
Football pitch: The RoSPA report on the condition of the football pitch has been received. 
The condition of the pitch is rated ‘good’ overall and received a rating of 8-9 out of 10.  
 
Toddlers’ Play Area: it was agreed to purchase a new top for the picnic table in the 
toddlers’ area (proposed by B Bentley, seconded by J Hawkins). A price of £380.00 was 
voted on and agreed.  
Fencing around the play area was discussed as the current wooden posts are rotten. It 
was suggested that steel, hooped fencing is installed instead. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would seek two further quotes for the fencing to be replaced. One quote has already 
been supplied.  
 
Speeding: The Area Board is giving Speed Indicator Devices to parishes who are 
interested. Rowde has registered its interest. This device will flash 30mph at approaching 
vehicles and it will be situated on Devizes Road at the junction of Conscience Lane. There 
will be minimum maintenance requirements for the device. It is likely that the machine 
will arrive in January.   
 
Village appearance: It was commented by a member of the audience that the village 
looks untidy. It was agreed to put ‘village appearance’ on the agenda for February’s 
meeting. C Stevens has a licence to use weed killer and will tackle problem areas around 
the village.  
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9. Roles and Responsibilities for Parish Councillors 
New roles and responsibilities were allocated to Parish Councillors, as follows: 

o Steve Mundy: Chair; Village Hall Liaison 
o Andrew Seedhouse: Vice Chair; Rowde’s Future (Neighbourhood Planning) 
o Lesley Stewart: Finance 
o Ben Bentley: Road & transport; footpaths 
o Chris Stevens: Allotments 
o John Dalley: Sports and playing fields 
o John Hawkins: Planning 

 
 
 
  

10. Neighbourhood Planning 

 There will be two public meetings to discuss the proposal to have a 
Neighbourhood Plan for the village. The meetings will be held on Saturday 14th 
November 2015 from 10am – 12pm in Rowde Primary Academy School & 
Wednesday 18th November 2015 from 8.00pm – 10.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Everyone in the village is encouraged to attend.  

 There will be three options for people to vote on: one to have a Neighbourhood 
Plan which will give Rowde a legal planning document which developers must 
adhere to; a Village Design Statement which will help lay out what type of housing 
the village should have, or do nothing at all.  It is hoped that a Neighbourhood 
Steering Group will develop from these meetings to take the issue forward.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11. Wiltshire Council – update 
o Cllr Anna Cuthbert did not attend the meeting due to illness.  

 
  

12. Financial matters & monthly invoices for October 

 The invoices for October were approved and cheques were signed for a total of 
£1628.15 (Proposed by B Bentley, seconded by A Seedhouse. All Councillors were 
in favour).  

 
Staff and admin costs 1088.57 

Grounds maintenance  393.60 

New play equipment, safety 
reports, Remembrance wreath 

145.98 

Total: 1628.15 

 

 Bus shelter cleaning contract: Three quotes were considered. The contract was 
awarded to the cheapest bidder, who is also local to the village (proposed by J 
Hawkins, seconded by A Seedhouse. All Councillors were in favour). Clerk to 
arrange the start of the contract.  

 New Noticeboards: It was not agreed to purchase a noticeboard for the large 
playing fields due to the cost. However, it was agreed to purchase a new 
noticeboard for Tanis (£431, plus VAT), proposed by C Stevens, seconded by J 
Dalley, all Councillors were in favour.  

 Donation towards Remembrance Wreath: It was agreed to donate £25 to the 
Devizes British Legion to cover the cost of the wreath. 

 PAT testing: The Parish Council offered to pay £20 towards the PAT testing of the 
Village Christmas lights. Proposed by B Bentley, seconded J Hawkins, all were in 
favour.  

 Jubilee Fund: This account was set up by a Jubilee Committee to raise money for 
celebrations in the Diamond Jubilee Year, 2012. The account has now become 
dormant. It was proposed by J Dalley, seconded by J Hawkins (agreed by all 
Councillors) that the remaining money in the account, approx. £114 should be 
handed over to the Parish Council. It was agreed that the money would be ring-
fenced for a suitable village celebration. The Clerk will draft a letter to send to the 
existing signatories.  

 Financial forecast to April 2016: The Clerk updated the Parish Council on the 
projected forecast to the end of the financial year. It was suggested that the Clerk 
presents figures showing spend against budget for the current financial year at the 
next Parish Council meeting.  
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13. Meeting dates for 2016 
The Parish Council meeting dates were approved for next year. The Clerk will submit 
dates to the Village Magazine and display on the website and village noticeboards.  

 
Clerk  

14. Additional Question Time 

 It was noted that ‘Sunny Days’ nursery in the village is closing. It was requested 
that the Parish Council express their concern to the school.    
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15. Correspondence 

 Letters of complaint have been received in response to the Parish Council’s 
request for hedges/shrubs to be cut back.  

 
 
  

 The next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 9th December 2015, 7.30pm, Village 

Hall.  

 

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


