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DRAFT MINUTES of the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 13th January 2021, 7.30pm, Virtual Meeting operated and recorded by Zoom 

 

 PRESENT: I Whittaker-Axon (Chair), P Bryant, J Hawkins, J Dalley, D Pullen, D Revell, C Stevens 
L Wills  
PRESENT: Cllr Laura Mayes (for items 1- 3) 
ABSENT: Cllr Anna Cuthbert 

 Presentation by Christine Brown, Wiltshire Council on the proposed development at 
Reed Place 
A housing needs survey carried out in Rowde in 2019 has formed Wiltshire Council’s 
intention to build ten properties on land to the east of Reed Place.  
The construction will be modular and created off-site. This means that the whole build 
time will be reduced. A question was asked about the life-span of the properties. The 
normal lifespan for such a property is sixty years, although it is anticipated that these 
properties will last longer.  
Two design options were presented to the Parish Council. These options have been 
submitted to Wiltshire Council’s planning department for a pre-application consideration.  
Wiltshire Council anticipate that a full planning application will be made by the end of 
February/beginning of March. Some of the properties will be for social rent (50% of the 
market rent), and some will be for shared ownership.  
A question was asked about the route of the construction traffic. Wiltshire Council looked 
at putting a trackway in from Marsh Lane. It is estimate that this would cost £150K. A 
temporary road would cost up to £50K which would be a huge proportion of the budget 
for the build.  
There will be some deliveries for groundwork. It is estimated that all deliveries and crane 
work will take place over a period of one week. There will be disruption for local residents 
during that week.  
It was asked if there could be regular, weekly road sweeping and for there to be a 
bankman on site when construction traffic is moving.  
There will be no s.106 payments on this development as it is Wiltshire Council’s own 
development on their own land.  
A question was asked about drainage problems in the area. Wiltshire Council will look at 
all the drainage requirements for the project. 
A Parish Councillor considers that there is a strong need for more three-bedroom houses 
in the village. Wiltshire Council has already added one three-bedroom house to this 
application in response to a request from the Parish Council. As it is an ‘Exception Site’ 
there can only be developments of up to ten properties at a time. It may be possible to do 
a further ‘Housing Needs’ survey in the future and if the response from that is that more 
three bedroom houses are needed, then it could be possible to develop them at a later 
stage.  
It was asked if these properties are for local people. Everyone who wants to apply must be 
on the housing list. If someone is one the list who has a local connection, they will be given 
priority for the new houses. 
It was noted by a Parish Councillor that Rowde has a higher proportion of social housing 
than any other village around Devizes.  

 

 Wiltshire Council update with Cllr Mayes 
Covid-19 
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The infection rates of Covid in Wiltshire are not good. There are currently 360 people 
infected per 100,000 (13/1/21). This figure was 226 a week ago. Cases have risen since 7th 
December 2020. There are 272 infections per 100,000 people in the 60yrs+ range. This 
figure was 130 a week ago. The biggest rise in infection has been seen in the 20-27 year 
old group with 750 infections per 100,000 people. In the 30-34 year age group there are 
450 infection per 100,000 people. The national UK average is 553 infections per 100,000 
people.  
Our neighbouring counties who were in higher tiers before Wiltshire are seeing their 
infection rates plateau. We are behind them in terms of levelling infection rates.  
Residents should respond to calls from 0300 456 0100 as they could be from Wiltshire 
Council’s test and trace team.  
An announcement was made on Thursday  7th January that £1.1 million would be given to 
families struggling with IT for their children, to provide them with laptops. This is being 
administered through schools as they are best placed to know the local need.  
The Free School Meals boxes was discussed. They should value £15.00 per week, but there 
is a £5.00 admin charge included in this.  
Cllr Mayes commended the schools for adapting so fast to the constantly changing 
situation.  
Devizes Gateway – Proposed train stop at Lydeway. Cllr Mayes asked for the link to the 
consultation to be circulated to the Parish Council {This has been shared with Parish 
Councillors and through the Parish Council Facebook page]. GWR railways is keen to have 
this stop on the main line as there would not be too much to build.  
HfT 
Wiltshire Council has had a number of meetings about HfT. Another meeting was 
scheduled for Friday 15th January. It was reported that lots of options are being discussed. 
Meetings are taking place with residents.  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies 
All Councillors were present 

 

2. Register of Members’ Interests 

• A dispensation was granted to all Parish Councillors to enable them to set the 
precept, due to the fact that they are council taxpayers.   

 

3. Chairman’s Five minutes 

• There were no further updates given at this time.  

 

4. Wiltshire Council update – please see above  
 

5. HfT – proposed closure.  
A relative of a resident of HfT is taking HfT to court around the proposed closure of the 
site. The Clerk and Parish Council were contacted and asked to make witness statements 
as appropriate regarding their knowledge of residents and HfT  

 

6. Public Question Time 

• No questions were asked.  

 
 

7.  Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 9th December 2020 
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record: proposed by C Stevens, seconded by L 
Wills. All Councillors who were present at that meeting accepted them as a true record.  

 

8. Matter arising and actions from meeting on 9th December 2020 

• It was reported at the Parish Council meeting on 9th December that Wiltshire 
Council has confirmed that the drainage improvement works have been competed 
at Rowde Primary School. There is now a pond on the school site. It is not clear 
how this would improve local drainage issues. Wiltshire Council does not have a 

 
 
 
 
 
 



3 

record of the pervious drainage arrangement and so is unable to request that it is 
returned to its former condition. 

• D Revell has looked at footpath ROWD10 where there is a muddy incline to the 
steps and then kissing gate. D Pullen has kindly agreed to talk with a local 
landowner about problems with a footpath. The Clerk has discussed the issue with 
the local ramblers’ group who work under instruction from Wiltshire Council. The 
Clerk has also reported the problem to Wiltshire Council through the Rights of 
Way Officer and also through the My Wilts App.  

• The Clerk has asked for the bin on the junction of Springfield Road (from the High 
Street end) to be emptied more regularly. It was agreed to purchase an additional 
bin for the area too to help alleviate the use by dog walkers. 

• Quotations for two new bins have been approved by the Parish Council. One to be 
sited on Marsh Lane near to Furlong Place (£340.71 + VAT & fittings). The second 
bin will replace the vandalised bin on the large playing field (£183.09 + VAT & 
fittings)  

• The Clerk has purchased some 40mph & 50mph bin stickers for those that need 
them around the village.  

• J Dalley has arranged for new allotment plot numbers to be made.  

• J Dalley has confirmed that he will put the QR codes on the playground areas. C 
Stevens will liaise with L Wills regarding ply board which can be used for the QR 
codes to be placed on.  

 
 
 
 
D 
Pullen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
JD/CS
/LW 

9. Covid – Village update 

• The volunteer group, led by L Wills and P Bryant, has restarted. However, there 
has been minimal requests made for help on this occasion.  

• It was confirmed that E Brown will continue to litter collect through the lockdown. 
There will be a risk assessment in place. J Dalley noted that he did not agree with 
this decision. 

 

10. Precept Setting  
The Parish Council was presented with a budget estimate for 2021-22, budget working 
papers and a precept calculator.  
The tax base for the year 2021-22 has decreased. This means that if the Parish Council 
wished to receive the same amount in precept money, it would mean an increase for 
residents.  
There was discussion about whether a small increase should be applied, as more 
maintenance work is being devolved to Parish Council level from Wiltshire Council. 
However, it was agreed that due to the difficulties experienced this year due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, that the Parish Council would not seek to increase payments by 
residents. The rate payable by residents will stay the same as in 2020-21. The Parish 
Council will request a precept of £37, 644.93 (the precept for 2020-21 was £37,973.42) 

 

11. Footpaths update 
See update above (no.8) 

 

12. Planning 
Neighbourhood Planning 

• A meeting was planned by the Devizes Neighbourhood Planning Group for 14/1/21. 

Work has started in Rowde on identifying potential parcels of land to develop on. 

The Parish Council needs to have another representative on the Devizes Stteering 

group.  

• J Dalley requested to revisit the proposal to do a land swap with Wiltshire Council; 

the large playing field in exchange for the filed adjacent to Rowde Primary School. 
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Devizes, Road. J Dalley will put together a proposal for consideration.  It was 

agreed to put the item on the agenda for the Parish Council meeting in March.  

JD 

13. Allotments update 
Update on the condition of the oak tree 
I Whittaker-Axon & L Wills met with the Tree Officer at Wiltshire Council on 6/1/21. It was 
discussed that the tree is near the end of its lifespan. It has considerable decay from two 
different types of fungi.  
A 50% reduction to the crown was discussed. However, this would not remove the safety 
issue for the allotment holders beneath the tree and also users of the playing field. It 
would mean that a third of the allotment site would be unusable. If the crown was 
reduced by 50%, the Parish Council would need to monitor the tree annually and possibly 
carry out further work in 3-5 years time. It has been recommended that the tree is 
pollarded to beneath the limb growth to a height of  10 – 12ft. The tree could then remain 
in situ and will break down over the next twenty years and continue to be a habitat for 
wildlife.  

• It was agreed that the Clerk would source further quotations to pollard the tree. 
The Parish Council has agreed to expenditure of up to £3,000 to carry out the work. 
The Clerk has been asked to progress the work as quickly as possible. The Tree 
Protection Order (TPO) will be amended to reflect the work. This was proposed by J 
Hawkins, seconded by I Whittaker-Axon. D Pullen did not agree with the proposal. 
All other Parish Councillors agreed.  

• It was proposed that new oak trees are planted on the boundary of the allotment 
site.  

 Allotment rules 

• The Parish Council has received some responses to the proposed revision of the 
allotment rules. The rules have not changed in the main, they have been put into a 
new format. There is a ruling on no bonfires and barbeques and an update on 
sheds. The Parish Council has agreed to issue the revised rules in March.  

Review of Allotment rents 

• It was agreed that the rent for a half plot will be £20.00 from March, and the rent 
for a full plot will be £40.00. The Clerk will notify allotment holders in advance of 
the new rent agreements being issued. 

Green waste 

• It was agreed that the Parish Council will hire a 1100ltr green waste bin for use by 
the allotment holders. It will be sited on the central path on boards, until a plot 
becomes available for it to be stored permanently. The cost will be £1.50 + VAT per 
week (when the bin is not emptied), then £16.98 + VAT per empty up to 80kg. If 
the weight exceeds 80ks the cost will be an extra 0.17p + VAT per extra kg. All 
Parish Councillors were in agreement.   

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Clerk 

14. Playing Area Updates 

• L Wills and the Clerk have met with Wiltshire Council to discuss the Silverlands 
Play Area. The Parish Council gave huge thanks to Cllr Mayes who has made it 
possible for a large amount of money to be released to improve this area. The 
Parish has been asked to consider what new equipment the village would like to 
see in this area. L Wills has agreed to put a notice out to the local community and 
school to see who would like to be involved with this project.  

 
 
 
 
L 
Wills 

15. Grounds Maintenance Contract 

• This is due to be reviewed in March 2021 at the end of the current two year 
contract. The Clerk asked for Parish Councillors to send details of any company or 
individual who might be interested in tendering for the contract.  
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16. Social events and social media update 

• A complaint has been made about the skate park being graffitied. A suggestion was 
made for the Parish Council to build a wall for young people to graffiti instead. The 
Parish Council decided against building a wall as it does not want to encourage 
graffiti. 

 
 
 
 

17. Financial Matters 

• Payments were approved for the following, proposed by J Dalley, seconded by C 
Stevens. All Councillors were in favour.  

December invoices (total: £1870.78) 
Admin costs: £1,237.12 
Grounds maintenance: £597.25 
Speeding warning signs: £36.41  

 
 
 
 
 
 

16. Correspondence 

• No items were raised.   

 
 

 Date of next meeting 
 Parish Council meeting [Precept setting]: Wednesday 10th February 2021, 7.30pm. 

This will be a virtual Zoom meeting. Please contact the Clerk for a code to join the 
meeting, at least the day before the meeting.  

Everyone is welcome to attend all meetings.   

 

 
 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods must be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


