
MINUTES OF ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 8th January 2014, 8.00pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: J Bawden (Chair), A Boorman, P Evans, J Graham, S Mundy, A Seedhouse, S Stapleton, C Stevens,  
Clerk: R Jeffries  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies –B Bentley, P Bryant  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
No further interests to record. 
A Seedhouse & S Stapleton completed precept setting dispensation request forms.  

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 
197.13/14 The Chair shared the aim of uniting the village in the new financial year.  
198.13/14 It was noted that the budget working papers discussed at this meeting are in 
draft form only and would therefore be collected at the end of the meeting.  Final papers 
will be available at the AGM in May and will then be put on the website. 

 
 
 

4. Public Question Time 
199.13/14 A request was made for the Parish Council meeting dates to be included in the 
diary in the village magazine and also on the website.  
200.13/14 Concern was raised over the condition of Sands Lane. It was commented that it 
is the Parish Council’s remit to address this matter. The contractor who repaired the 
potholes in April has been asked to return to the site to discuss the problem.  
201.13/14 The Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator for Rowde spoke of the difficulties 
of running the scheme, due to a lack of volunteers. The project will not be able to 
continue unless more people come forward to help.   Two councillors have offered their 
help and one has completed her training. 
202.13/14 An offer to take over the line-marking of the pitch was made by J.Dalley. C 
Stevens to talk with D Packer about progressing this further.  
203.13/14 It was suggested that a public meeting be held to discuss the next steps in the 
development of the large playing field. A suggested time frame for the meeting is 6 – 10 
weeks. A Seedhouse to arrange a suitable meeting time and place.  
204.13/14 A complaint was raised about the lack of updates on the village website. The 
current website administrator is in talks with A Boorman about handing the task over. A 
Boorman will follow up with the website administrator.  
205.13/14 A question was asked about why Cllr L.Bryant was not in attendance at the 
meeting and why her apologies had not been tended. It was explained that Cllr Bryant 
had sent apologies and that she was attending a meeting in Potterne at the same time. 
(Cllr Bryant attended the second half of the Parish Council meeting).  
206.13/14 Mr Eccles asked if the Parish Council would like the ‘Best Kept Village’ award to 
be returned to its place on the wall of Prospect House garden. The Parish Council 
gratefully accepted the offer.  
176.13/14 A further request was made to disclose specific details of the Clerk’s salary. 
The salary is determined by reviewing the expertise, performance and range of 
responsibilities of the clerk as set out by the National Association of Local Councils – 
available on the NALC website.  This is personal information under the Data Protection 
Act.  However, the Parish Council has already disclosed and minuted the scale and point 
on the scale band. Details of monthly salary figures are available at Parish Council 
meetings and annual figures are published in the Annual Return at the end of the 
financial year.   
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5. Agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 11th December 2013 
207.13/14 Minutes were approved. Proposed by S Stapleton and seconded by C Stevens. 
All Councillors voted in favour.  

 

6. Actions taken from the meeting on 11th December 2013 
145.13/14 WC has recommended that we contact the Post Office to investigate the 
anomaly with the parish boundary regarding Horse Lane Farm. Clerk to follow up.  
208.13/14 It seems unlikely that Devizes School will create a new website for the village 
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during this academic year. A Seedhouse has requested an agenda item for the next Parish 
Council meeting to discuss ‘Communications’ and to look at the possibility of creating a 
new website.  
209.13/14 S Mundy will approach local resident and offer to cut the hedge that is 
currently overhanging the pavement.  
153.13/14 Following on from a request from a member of the public, the costs for 
maintaining the village Christmas tree over the last 4 financial years are as follows:  

 Oct 2010: Christmas tree lights: £157.50 

 Jan 2011: Xmas electricity lighting: £43.37 

 Feb 2012: Xmas electricity lighting: £49.00 

 Oct 2012: Christmas tree light bulbs: £272.50 

 Nov 2013: Rubber festoon light harness: £182.00 

 Dec 2013: PAT test on xmas lights: £36.00 
Total: £740.37 
There was no cost for electricity in 2013, and none is not expected for 2014, due to the 
new energy efficient LED bulbs. 
181.13/14 Clerk has contacted Simon Rowe from WC Highways Emergency Response 
Team to decline the offer of jointly purchasing a tailgate salt spreader. A Boorman & B 
Bentley still to work on producing a snow plan, with advice from WC.  
210.13/14 The hedge between the large playing field and the allotments has been cut on 
the playing field side. C Stevens has agreed to cut the remaining part on the allotment 
side. Clerk to contact allotment holders to notify them that the work is going to be carried 
out.  
190.13/14 P Evans reported that Parish Councils are able to create their own by-laws and 
dog control orders, but it will be their responsibility to enforce them.  Item to be added to 
the agenda for discussion at February’s Parish Council meeting. The Dog Warden has 
reported an unusual increase in dog fouling in this area recently. This will be noted in the 
Village magazine.  
 
Small Playing Field: 
It has been noted that the safety of the site has been much improved.  
191.13/14 There are ongoing concerns about the condition of the wetpour in the 
toddlers’ area.  
 
Highways Update:  
128.13/14 B Bentley was thanked for his report on roads and pavements in the village. B 
Bentley and Clerk met with WC Senior Highways Engineer on 12/12/13 to discuss BB’s 
written recommendations regarding improvement needed on the roads and pavements 
in the village.  
WC state that some of the items on the report do not meet the Council’s intervention 
criteria for repair at present, and they will continue to monitor them through their driven 
inspections and in response to those enquiries raised through the ‘My Wiltshire App’. 
192.13/14 Marsh Lane from the Cross Keys junction to past Rowde Court will be 
completely resurfaced, probably January time.  
193.13/14 The bottom of the Church drive will be completely resurfaced, probably after 
February. WC is aware of water works that are going on in that area.  
194.13/14 WC has now approved the renovation of ‘The Hill’ following recent works to 
the wall at Prospect House. WC will cordon off the area to give the seed a chance to 
grow. The current dog fouling signs will be removed and replaced with stickers on the 
lampposts.  
195.13/14 The creation of a lay by area on Bunnies Lane was discussed (to create more 
parking spaces) and it is thought that the work would cost way in excess of £3K which WC 
does not have the funds for. WC will clarify where the Highways boundary goes up to.  
196.13/14 There is an issue of the road narrowing opposite West End Farm, which may 
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have resulted from soil dumped on the verge which over time has narrowed the road. WC 
is investigating it further.  
197.13/14 Rowde is due to have a road sweeper every 3 - 4 months which can remove 
moss from pavements and weeds from kerbs. It can also be tasked with cleaning up dog 
fouling.  
198.13/14 Some of the drains/gullies that have moved, or where the road has subsided 
around it were examined. If the road is the problem, WC will sort it out. If there is a 
problem with the drain or structure of the drain, then it is reported to the utilities.  
199.13/14 The issue of farmers leaving mud on the road was raised. The police have been 
involved in the past if the road is left in a very muddy state. If it becomes too bad, we 
should contact WC. It is not sufficient for farmers to just put a slippery road sign out.  
200.13/14 Our Highways and Streetscene Co-ordinator left WC on 16/12/13. The post is 
being interviewed for in January. It is unlikely that long standing items will be reviewed 
before the new postholder is in place.  
 
Wiltshire Council update: 
201.13/14 The adoption of WC’s Core Strategy has been put back by the Inspectors. A 9 
month delay is expected. This leaves the Devizes Area vulnerable to new development. 
Devizes Area Board has been in discussion with the Inspectors.    
202.13/14 It was noted that WC is trying to identify a unified approach towards dealing 
with solar planning applications.  
203.13/14 Cllr Bryant will follow up on the dropped kerbs proposal with the CATG group.  
203.13/14 A question was asked about how the Community Infrastructure Levy (C.I.L) 
money can be accessed by the Community. Cllr Bryant will investigate and report back to 
the PC meeting.  

 The Next Area Board meeting will be held on Monday 27th January at 6.30pm, at 
Devizes Sports Club.  
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7. Planning Applications 
204.13/14 
13/06880/FUL Proposed carport with electric vehicular door: The Old Bakery, High Street. 
After some discussion, no objections were found.  
13/06934/LBC Listed building consent for alterations and extension to dwelling: The Villa, 
High Street. No objections were found.  
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8. Precept Setting: Budget requirements for 2014/15 
205.13/14 A budget working paper was presented to Parish Councillors.  The precept had 
remained the same over the last two years at £27000.  However the number of Band D 
houses in the village – the band used by WC to calculate the precept - has dropped in the 
last year.  This means that the 2014 equivalent of £27000 is significantly less. Also, WC 
will only give 65% this year of the ‘top-up’ from households that do not pay council tax.  
This equates to an additional fall of £800. In order to continue to provide support for 
village groups and activities and to maintain land owned by the parish council it was 
agreed that an increase in the precept would have to be accepted.  
 
After lengthy discussion and consideration of various options, there was a proposal to 
increase the precept by 7p/per week per band D households (proposed by S Mundy, 
seconded by P Evans). The Parish Council voted in the majority to accept the increase (6 
for, 2 against).  
 
(The total amount of money received will be £27836.56. This equates to a 6.96% increase 
on the charges in 2013/14) 
Please see below for the annual charge per household for 2014/15 
Band A household= £37.43 
Band D household= £43.66 
Band C household= £49.90 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Band D household= £56.14 
Band E household=£68.62 
Band F household= £81.09 
Band G household= £93.57 
Band H household=£112.28 
 

9. Financial Matters  
206.13/14 Monthly invoices for total of £1942.61 were approved; proposed by C Stevens, 
seconded P Evans.  

Admin, inc stationery, room hire, printer 502.02 
Grounds & Village Maintenance 713.50 
Clerk’s salary 727.09 
Total: £1942.61 

 

 
 
 
 

10. Correspondence 
207.13/4 A letter has been received about a personal matter relating to a Parish 
Councillor.  The Clerk has responded following advice given by Wiltshire Association of 
Local Councils (WALC).  

 
 

 Next Parish Council meeting – Wednesday 12th February 2013, 8.00pm, Village Hall.   

 

A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


