
  

 MINUTES OF the Ordinary ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 15th June 2016, 7.30pm, at Rowde Village Hall 

 

PRESENT: S Mundy (Chair), J Dalley, J Hawkins, A Seedhouse, C Stevens, L Stewart 
Clerk: R Jeffries 
County Councillor: A Cuthbert  

1. Apologies & Acceptance of Apologies –B Bentley, G Sartin  

2. Register of Members’ Interests  
No business interests were recorded. 

 

3. Chairman’s five minutes 

 There has been some serious anti-social behaviour in the small playing field during 
the last week. Vandals have broken glass bottles over the toddlers’ slide and 
around the swing areas. Parish Councillors have been out to clear up the glass. The 
Police are investigating. The Chair urged all residents to be vigilant and report any 
suspicious activity directly to the Police through tel: 101.  

 The Chair registered discontent with the grass cutting service that Wiltshire 
Council now provides. The service has been so cut back that most areas in the 
village, including pavements along the A342, will only be cut by Wiltshire Council 
once a year. It appears that Rowde is near the end of the cutting cycle. The Chair is 
concerned about how the village moves forward with trying to manage these 
areas ourselves.  

 The Chair intends to raise a question at the next Area Board meeting (11th July, 
6.30pm, West Lavington Village Hall) regarding the inability for Parish Councils 
now to communicate directly with Wiltshire Council regarding grounds 
maintenance.  All reports must be filtered through the My Wiltshire App. Cllr 
Cuthbert noted that Jerry Wickham is now the Portfolio holder for Highways and 
suggested that the Parish Council request a site visit with him to discuss these 
matters.  
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4. Wiltshire Council update 

 Cllr Cuthbert updated the meeting on the recent Wiltshire Council consultation on 
rural bus services. There were 12,000 responses to the consultation, including 
5,000 people who responded with substantial comments/ideas. There will be no 
change to rural bus services this year. Wiltshire Council is one of the few councils 
not cutting back.  

 All bus services in the County are subsidised by Wiltshire Council, with some 
services are subsidised by as much as 50%. One service can cost £50,000. There 
will be further work carried out to review the current provision. There will be 
changes to the way buses are funded.  

 BT broadband: Cllr Cuthbert is meeting BT again shortly. BT’s original pledge was 
that fibre-optic broadband would be installed in Rowde in summer 2016.  

 Cllr Cuthbert stated that the Council’s relationship with the new Highways 
contractors is going well.  

 The Police Service has a consultation out at the moment. Cllr Cuthbert will send 
the link to the Parish Clerk.  

 Wiltshire Council applied a levy to residents of 2% in their council tax demand for 
2016/17 for spending on social care. Plans for this additional £4m include £1m on 
"help to live at home": enabling people to live at home for longer rather than 
being in hospital or care homes. A further £1m will be spent on implementing the 
living wage for those people who are working in adult social care. 

 Neighbourhood Plans: Cllr Cuthbert questioned whether Rowde is thinking about 
preparing one. Planning applications are going in around the county for new 
developments. If a Neighbourhood Plan is in place, it will make development more 
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difficult. Cllr Cuthbert urged the Parish Council to consider developing one. It was 
agreed for A Seedhouse & J Hawkins to meet with A Cuthbert.  

 The road surface on Dunkirk Hill is due to be replaced later this year.  
 Cllr Cuthbert commented positively on the Parish Council Facebook page. G Sartin 

was thanked for all of her contribution.  
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5. Public Question Time 

 It was commented that if the Parish Council is considering purchasing grounds 
maintenance equipment, there were businesses in the village that could assist.  

 A question was asked about cars parking persistently on pavements around the 
village, especially opposite on Marsh Lane near the junction to Rowde Court Road, 
and opposite Paradise Lane. Residents are urged to park respectfully and to be 
mindful of pedestrians. Parking that is committing an offence will be report to the 
Police.  

 A complaint was also raised about residents’ hedges that are growing over 
footpaths. It was suggested that the Clerk draft a letter to ask for hedges to be cut 
back and to include that the Parish Council is willing to help residents who are 
unable to cut their hedges themselves. J Dalley agreed to speak with one resident. 
The Chair agreed to speak with another resident.   
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6. Review of the minutes of the Annual Village Meeting 
Copies of the draft minutes were circulated for review.  

 

7. Agree the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council meeting 11th May 2016 

 The minutes were proposed by A Seedhouse and seconded by J Hawkins. All 
Councillors were in favour.  

 

8. Matters arising & actions taken from the meeting 11th May 2016. 

 It is agreed that the maintenance and the upkeep of the war memorial is the 
responsibility of the Parish Council. The Diocese in Salisbury confirmed that war 
memorials in general were purchased by public subscription under the guidance 
of the Parish Council and were placed in a suitable location within the village, 
usually in a prominent position where it could be seen by the general public.  

 An initial estimate for digging the ditch alongside the bridleway off Sands Lane 
was discussed, in response to drainage problems on the large playing field. It was 
agreed to try a less extensive option first: to dig across the bridleway and replace 
pipework. The cost will involve the hire of the digger and new piping. J Dalley will 
cost the equipment needed. If this does not solve the problem, the Parish Council 
will reconsider digging out the ditch.  

 J Dalley has spoken with the landowner regarding repairs needed to the footpath 
from Tanis towards Rowdeford (ROWD6). The landowner is aware of the problems 
and will look to remedy them in the autumn.  

 The rubbish bins at the Skate Park and BMX track were purchased by the Youth 
Council. The Youth Council prefer the bins to stay in their current location. J Dalley 
will check whether there is a spare bin in the pavilion which can be used at the 
Caen Hill bus stop.  

 It was suggested at a previous meeting that the Parish Council could install a fire 
pit at the large playing field to prevent impromptu fires being started. The Parish 
Council insurance brokers confirmed that the Public Liability section of the Policy 
will provide cover for any loss or damage to third parties or their property due to 
any defect in the Pit.  It is recommended that we install appropriate signage 
detailing the correct use of the Pit including ensuring that it is in a safe condition 
when a barbecue is finished i.e. no live or smouldering coals left in the Pit.  It was 
suggested that we should implement a regular supervisory regime to check that 
the Pit is safe. It was agreed to vote on the idea at the next full Parish Council 
meeting.  

 The scrubland next to the Caen Hill bus stop and the grass verges along Caen Hill 
have now been cut.  
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 Specialist bolts have been purchased for repairs to the climbing wall in the small 
playing field.  

 Police: The Police have arranged for anti-social behavior signs to be made for the 
large playing field and allotments.  

 Responsibilities and roles of the parish councillors will be reviewed at the next 
Parish Council meeting when more Parish Councillors are present.  
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9. Village infrastructure 
Installation of the new fencing around toddlers’ play area: the work to replace the fencing 
around the toddlers’ play area has started. The old fencing has been removed and the site 
has been secured until the new fencing can be installed.  
Quotes for ditch digging off Sands Lane: quotes still being sourced. An alternative 
approach to remedy the drainage problems on the Large Playing field will be tried first,  
 by replacing a pipe under the bridleway (see item 8).  
Request to hire the large playing field: There has been a request to hold archery lessons 
on the large playing field. The Parish Council agreed to charge £20 for use of the playing 
field and the changing rooms (Proposed by J Dalley, seconded by J Hawkins, all 
Councillors were in favour). The training will take place on Wednesdays 6th, 13th, 20th 
July, from 7.00pm until 8.30pm.   

 The container: there will be a charge for the container on the large playing field to 
be scrapped.   

Bungalow development behind Silverlands Road: the scheme is currently running 
approximately 4 weeks behind schedule. It is estimated that contractors will begin on site 
in late July.  A resident has requested to be notified by the contractor of the start date. 
The Clerk will check with Wiltshire Council.  
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10. Village Safety  
Allotment thefts 
There has recently been some further vandalism and thefts from the allotments. The 
central security post was knocked down and the central path driven over by a large 
vehicle. Small items of property were stolen and this has been reported to the police. To 
improve security on the site, a chain and combination lock has been purchased (proposed 
by Lesley Stewart, seconded by A Seedhouse). The combination code will be shared with 
allotment holders. Barefoot Signs are in the process of producing a security sign for the 
allotments.  
Part-time night lighting 
The Parish Council agreed to trial the proposed part-time night lighting in the village for a 
three month period. Requests by residents for certain lights to remain on or be switched 
off will be noted to Wiltshire Council.  
Community Resilience Plan 
The Clerk has prepared a notice for the village magazine to request volunteers to 
represent their street in the advent of an emergency to ensure that older and vulnerable 
neighbours are prioritised. The plan will need to be reviewed once a year.   
Neighbourhood Watch Association AGM on 25th June: The Chair has agreed to attend the 
meeting. The NHW Association is keen to re-invigorate the scheme around the County. 
Any representative from the village is welcome to attend or to become involved with the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. It is possible to sign up to Neighbourhood Watch alerts, 
so that you are informed when something happens locally.   
Grass verges 
The problem with overgrowing grass verges, footpaths, and hedges was discussed in 
some detail by the Parish Council. The Parish Council will initiate some clean up days to 
tackle problem areas.  
A longer termer solution will need to be investigated, as Wiltshire Council continue to cut 
their services. In the first instance, A. Seedhouse will meet with Cllr Cuthbert at County 
Hall to discuss the costs and implications of the Parish Council taking on more grounds 
maintenance work. It was suggested that we could employ our own parish steward.  
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11. Planning Application for consideration 

 16/04517/HRN removal of hedgerow at 2 Rowdefield Cottages. This has been 
passed by Wiltshire Council with no objections.  

Wiltshire Council planning documents 
The draft Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations DPD has not appeared for final consultation 
or approval. The Council had an informal period of consultation involving local parishes 
last summer. The consultation draft is due to appear in the autumn this year and the final 
document in late 2017.  
Seend’s Neighbourhood Plan can be viewed at: 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning.gov. The document is out for consultation 
until 30th June.  

 

12. Village Communication 

 Facebook is running well. There will be a further update in the July Parish Council 
meeting.  

 

13. Financial matters & monthly invoices for May 

 The invoices for May were approved and cheques were signed for a total of 
£1553.08 (Proposed by J Hawkins, seconded by L Stewart). All Councillors were in 
favour).  

 
Admin costs  1028.02 

Grounds maintenance  475.03 

Allotment security measures 50.03 

Total: 1553.08 

 

 The new heritage sign has been paid for: £318.  

 A request was made by the Clerk to buy a laminator (approx. £20) 
Review of internal auditor’s report on the Parish Council accounts 

 The internal auditor requested that pence were rounded up and that all capital 
expenditure was added to the fixed asset register. These amendments have been 
made. 

Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2015 – 16.  
All councillors agreed the terms and the document was signed by the Chair.  
Approval of the Accounting statements 2015-2016.  
The accounting statements were approved and signed. The annual return and the 
accounts will be submitted now to the external auditor.  
Agreement from Sandridge Solar Farm Community Fund 

 Cllr Cuthbert noted that Bromham PC are proposed to receive1.57% in their 
agreement, compared with the 0.21% offered to Rowde. Clerk to send agreement 
for solar farm to Chair for further consideration.   
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14. Additional Question Time 
No further questions were asked.  

 

15. Correspondence 

 A letter has been received from Claire Perry, stating her belief that Rowde would 
have superfast broadband by summer 2016.  Ms Perry has written to BT’s 
Managing Director at BT Openreach requesting an update and stated that she will 
be in touch when a response has been received. 

 A request has been received by the Village Hall for road signs on the main road to 
signpost where the Village Hall is. The Clerk agreed to look into the costs involved.    

 A plea was made by the village fete committee for help setting up the fete on 
Friday 1st July from 6pm to Saturday 2nd July 9am.  
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 Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 13th July, 7.30pm in the Village Hall. There will be no Parish Council meeting 
in August.  

 

 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning.gov


A reminder that all requests for work/or goods should be presented to the relevant Committee first for 

authorisation.   

 

Signed: .......................................................... Chairman   Date: ................................................ 


