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Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(Amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Rebekah Jeffries and she can be 
contacted at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or 01380 720988.

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729459

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Opening Hours 
Monday 5-11 (no food)
Tuesday - Thursday 12-11       
food 12-9
Friday and Saturday 12-12 
food 12-9
Sunday 12-11   food 12-9 
including carvery 12-2.30

Call 01380 739567 to book

Skittle Alley available for functions

Facebook page ‘The Cross Keys’

Kelly and her team welcome you to our village pub, serving great 
local beer, and home cooked food including Homemade pizzas, 
burgers, daily specials, kids menu and mature menu (age 60+)
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Alan Watters (Editor)
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Suzan Jackett (Assistant Editor)
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Jan Emm (Distribution Manager)
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

Cover Photo
The superb front cover shot this month was 
taken near the canal bridge on Marsh Lane 
earlier this year by our very own Suzan Jackett. 

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the April edition of the Rowde 
Village News. I hope you enjoy reading it.
In addition to the usual magazine favourites we 
have a new submission. I say new, but actually 
‘Pet’s Corner’ on page 19 is a return feature as it 
was very popular a few years ago and hopefully it 
could be again. It would great if you, or especially 
if your children, could tell us about your pet(s) and 
send us a photo or two. It looks like ‘Question 
Time’ on page 32 will now be a regular feature too 
as it gives answers to many of the questions you 
put to Able Community Care.
There’s some great news items on the 
‘Local News’ pages (28 to 31) and if you 
are following the fortunes of young Rowde 
cricketer Tom Alsop then you can catch up on 
his latest record-breaking news on page 31.
It is also good to see that we are now 
getting more items in for the free classified 
ads. Check out the bargains on page 51.
A matter of concern is the missing person appeal 
on page 31. Belinda Rainey has often been 
seen sleeping rough in Rowde (I remember 
getting her a cup of coffee one morning a couple 
of years ago when I found her sleeping near the 
church). Please help, if you can.
Finally, I must draw your attention to the up 
and coming local Council elections. If you 
feel you would like to get more involved in 
the issues that affect the village and could 
contribute by becoming a Councillor then 
do think about it. Read all about how to 
apply or vote on pages 8, 19 and 21.
Mind how you go, Ed
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
Members of the Ladies Club met on Shrove 
Tuesday 28th February in the Village Hall and this 
year all enjoyed Scotch Pancakes instead of the 
usual Pancakes (the easy way out)!
The winner of the General Knowledge Quiz was 
Jan Arnold and the Runner up was Pauline Cornell.
Raffle winners were: Di.Buckland, Daphne Ellis, 
Jill Handy and Cynthia O’Rourke.
Next meeting will be on March 28th in the Village 
Hall at 7.45pm when we will be having a Beetle 
Drive. The A.G.M. will be held on April 25th in the 
Village Hall at 7.45pm.
Di. Buckland, Secretary

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

On March 7th in the Village Hall the members 
met and although our friend Vic Reed was 
unable to attend, we wished him a Happy 
Birthday and drunk his health!  
We all enjoyed a general chit chat over a cup of tea.
Next meeting will be held on April 18th. in the 
Village Hall at 2.30pm (note change of date).
Next meeting March 7th in the Village Hall at 2.30pm.
Daphne Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
The AGM was held on March 7th and we were 
pleased to see several parishioners present.
Mr. Barrett Chairman presided over the 
meeting and in his report thanked the 
Committee and the many volunteers who 
helped to keep the Hall running so well but 
appealed for more help with the opening and 
closing for the many bookings.
Mrs.Burbidge Treasurer presented the 
Balance of Accounts and stated the Hall was 
financially sound.
The Committee were re-elected 
namely: Mr.B.Barrett, Mrs.M.Burbidge, 
Mrs.A.Stradling, Mr.B.Cross, Mrs.D.Ellis, 
Mr.C.Stevens, Mrs.S.Elvin and 
Mrs.D.Buckland.
The next event will be the Ploughman’s 
Lunch on April 29th (See notice on page 26).
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
(for the hearing impaired)

We hope that all the bugs have  gone and the 
weather will be OK for our meeting on March 
29th in the Village Hall at 7.30pm when we 
hope to eventually have Alan Truscott give us 
another talk on his various collections.
The AGM will be on April 26th in the Village Hall 
at 7.30pm. New members always welcome.
Di. Buckland (Secretary) 723049

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
Bromham and Rowde Day Centre for Older People

New Venture for Monday Club
Monday Club is opening its doors for teas and 
coffees on Mondays.  All are welcome between 
10-11.45 am every Monday for coffee and a chat.  
You are welcome to join our seated exercise class 
on alternate weeks.  From 2-3 in the afternoon join 
us for our afternoon activity followed by tea.  In the 
afternoons we have a wide variety of speakers, play 
kurling and whist, take part in quizzes and dominoes.  
No booking required.  All welcome (50p).
In February we held our AGM.  We would like to 
thank our Chairman, Brian Amor and all of our 
committee members for their hard work in the last 
year and thank you all for agreeing to stand again for 
the next year.
And a word from one of our members:
A year ago I lost my partner of 26 years.  I had been 
his main carer for 3 years and rarely able to leave 
my home. So apart from seeing my close neighbours 
I’d not been able to get out and socialise for quite a 
long time.  We occasionally attended some of the 
Church social activities with our neighbours over the 
years.  But with my partner’s deteriorating health this 
had not been possible for a few years.  I had seen 
the Monday Club advertised in the Parish magazine 
and thought about attending, but as I don’t know 
many people in the village I was reluctant to go.  
Caroline Culley came to see me and offered to take 
me, so I agreed to go and see what it was like.  I 
would encourage anyone, who like me, is now alone 
or feel that they would like some company, to come 
along and join us. The members and helpers have 
made me feel so welcome.  I really look forward 
to Mondays.  There are many activities, a lovely 
cooked meal and good company to enjoy.  It really 
has been a huge blessing to me. Thank you to all 
the club helpers and members for making me feel so 
welcome and part of the group.
Caroline Culley, 01380 850531 or 07557 983940
The Monday Club is a community day centre and 
lunch club for older residents of Bromham and 
Rowde.  It is grant aided through Wiltshire Council.

Rowde Primary Academy 
Playing Fields

If any organised group within 
Rowde village or its surrounds 

would like to use the Rowde 
Academy School Playing fields for 

specific training or events then 
in first instance please contact  
Philip Piper on 01380 828236
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The Benefice of Rowde and Bromham 
Junior Church Choir 

(A Royal School of Church Music affiliated choir) 

Does your child enjoy singing?   
 The Junior Church Choir has now been running for over 2 years! 
 We are looking for more boys and girls aged between 7 and 16 

to join our choir 
 We sing a wide range of music – both traditional and modern  
 Weekly rehearsals are held at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde on 

Thursdays from 6:15 pm to 7:15 pm during term time 
 The choir sings at both Rowde and Bromham parish churches 

each month and further afield including Salisbury Cathedral 
 All musical training will be given using the Royal School of 

Church Music Voice for Life scheme 
 No experience necessary – just enthusiasm and commitment to 

the choir! 

Contact: Sally Wadsworth 01380 859052 or Rev John Rees 01380 859646 
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Contact: Victoria Bolley 01225 972096 or 07481 991277

ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

a great present at
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 

Rowde

victoriam1984@hotmail.co.uk
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 12th April and the book will be reading is ‘All the light 
we cannot see’ by Anthony Doerr.

BOOK REVIEW
‘The Needle’s Eye’

by Margaret Drabble
Simon Camis is an embittered timid barrister, too busy 
to take note of Rose Vassillon across a dinner party 
table.  Rose is an heiress who turned her back on 
family money in the name of independence.  Now she is 
a single parent in a decaying house, trying to raise her 
children while her ex husband takes legal action against 
her.  Simon gets drawn into her affairs and finds the 
power of money is ultimately inescapable.
None of us at the Book Club meeting had finished the 
book - the general consensus of opinion was that it is 
not an easy read.  The book is also unusual as there 
are no chapters.
Sue Scruse

 
  

 

B R I N T O N  B R O T H E R S  
 

 
 

DEVIZES WILTSHIRE SN10 5LH 
TEL: 01380 728582 07789 806904 

brintonbrothers@gmail.com 
 

General Building 
Restoration & Maintenance 

Painting & Decorating 
 

General Building
Restoration & Maintenance

Painting & Decorating

DEVIZES WILTSHIRE SN10 5LH
TEL: 01380 728582   07789 806904

brintonbrothers@gmail.com
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The Hourglass is a modern bar restaurant on the 
outskirts of Devizes Wiltshire. We serve good 
quality, fresh, contemporary food in a wonderful 
waterside setting. Although easily accessible from 
the residential area of Horton Avenue Devizes, 
the surrounding offices and local Travelodge, the 
Hourglass is a hidden jewel. Even if you only have 
a short lunch break, half an hour to spare during 
the day or just want a quick break after a long day 
at the office, the Hourglass can offer you the ideal 
waterside setting looking out onto the beautiful 
surrounding Wiltshire countryside.
Chris is the chef and has been in the trade for a 
number of years. He has created an extensive 
menu at the Hourglass, offering sandwiches and 
lite bites, traditional pub classics, like fresh cod in 
a crispy beer batter, Sunday roasts, through to à la 
carte dishes, which change every month, such as 
Swiss style rolled leg of lamb, slow cooked for ten 
hours, served with braised red cabbage, curly kale 
and a rich port jus. There is also a separate menu 
just for children. 
The Hourglass Devizes is open 7 days a week and 
we serve food every day. View our opening times
The Hourglass has a well-equipped upstairs 
function room for 30-40 people.  Corporate events 
and business meetings are welcomed - with the 
privacy of our large function room, meetings can be 
held away from the public. The function room is also 
available for private parties, special birthdays and 
wedding receptions and we can create a menu just 
for you. Please contact us to discuss.
Reviews:
I love it here! My favourite pub to eat at in Devizes!
Excellent food & fantastic to be able to look out onto 
the Canal while eating! This is particularly nice in the 
summer when you can sit outside!
Joy Hunt (visited January 2017)
The Hourglass is a relatively modern pub/restaurant 
and although not easy to find it’s well worth the 
effort, particularly during the summer months.
Set on the side of the Kennet and Avon canal during 
warm weather you can sit outside and watch the 
world float by. Food is fine and prices reasonable so 
well worth tracking down.
Avalon

EATING OUT - THE HOURGLASS

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could write 
us a review please send it to Suzan at 
suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

Great food and staff, and a lovely location in good 
weather too. Service tends to be slow though, so best 
to be prepared for that, but the food is worth the wait. 
Steve Westrop
Visited here with friends for Sunday lunch. Of the 
seven of us, three of us had the turkey roast at £12.50 
and the remaining four opted for the Cornish cod and 
chips also at £12.50. The food was excellent and 
plentiful with the most amazing Yorkshire puddings 
with the roast dinner and plenty of vegetables. The 
staff were friendly and the service good. It’s a really 
nice pub/restaurant with a good atmosphere and a 
lovely location next to the marina. I’m sure that on a 
summer’s day or evening, it would be lovely to sit on 
the deck outside overlooking the canal. 
Daisy Duke (visited December 2016)

Devizes Marina, Horton Ave, Devizes

LOOK - YOUR MAGAZINE NEEDS YOUR HELP!
On behalf of the Rowde Village News Team I would like to thank          
Mr Guest from Silverlands for all his time he has given distributing the 
magazine, he is moving away from the area so is giving up his round.
We do now need a replacement distributor so, if you could spare an hour 
once a month and live in the Silverlands area, please get in touch with Jan 
by phone on 01380 725455 Ext 1004 or by email at jan.emm@hft.org.uk.
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Your Parish Council
The information below is current at the time of the 
Parish Council meeting.  If events or information 
have changed since the meeting, they will not be 
reflected here. If you would like further information 
on any of the matters mentioned below, please 
contact the Parish Clerk, tel: 01380 720988, 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com. 
Would you like to be a Parish Councillor? 
There is an ‘all-out’ Parish Council election on 4th 
May. This means that there will be a new Parish 
Council. If you are interested in the village, are aged 
18 years of age or over, and you are on the electoral 
roll for the village (or within three miles of the parish 
boundary), you are eligible to apply. Nomination 
forms are available from Wiltshire Council, at their 
office in Snuff Street, or through the Wiltshire Council 
website at:   http://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/Elections/
Document/View/NominationPack.pdf?doc=2693                  
or by contacting the Parish Clerk. 
The deadline for nominations is 4th April 2017, 
4.00pm.
Please see pages 19 and 21 for more details.
Annual Village Meeting
This year the village meeting will be held on 
Monday 22nd May 2017, from 7.00pm – 9.00pm, 
at Rowdefield Farm. Please note, this is a new date 
and new venue for our village meeting. Everyone is 
very welcome to attend to hear about what goes on 
in the village. Please see poster on page…. 
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council 
meetings on 8th March 2017 were:
Planning & Development
Bungalow development – Off Silverlands Road
Local residents and Parish Councillors have raised 
concerns about some aspects of the building 
process. After site meetings with the constructors 
and Wiltshire Council, it has been agreed that all 
contractors will park along Springfield Road and not 
Silverlands Road. The road will be cleaned by a road 
sweeper when required. There will also be a full re-
instatement of Silverlands Road after the work has 
been completed, to the standard that it was in before 
the building work commenced. Rigg Construction 
will continue to arrange deliveries to be made 
outside of school drop off and pick up hours.
If you are interested in applying for a bungalow, 
please contact Andy Mead, Commissioning Officer 
(AndrewM.Mead@Wiltshire.gov.uk or 01225 
716672) who will be pleased to assist. 
Malthouse Farm – Proposed development
The planning consultants, WHD, have reported 
to the Parish Council that they expect to submit a 
planning application to Wiltshire Council by the end 
of March. 
Planning Applications 
• 17/00684/FUL Land near Homeleigh, 

Dunkirk Hill: change of use to a secure dog exercise 
field to provide facility for dogs suffering behavioural 
problems.
The Parish Council found no objections to the 
application. [The application has since been 
amended to consider access to the site by cars 
pulling in from and out onto of the A342]
• 17/01381/FUL 19 St Matthew’s Close, 
Rowde: single storey extension. The Parish Council 
found no objections to the application. 
Village Amenities
Pavilion: Large Playing Field
A condition’s survey has been carried out on 
the pavilion in the large playing field. The Parish 
Council discussed the contents of the report with the 
conclusion that there are two options to consider: 
1. To renovate the existing building, with an 
additional lean-to to house the generator. Windows 
would need to be put in. The Parish Council could 
fund this from their strategic finance reserves. 
2. To demolish, clear and extend the plinth, 
then erect and fit a new building. This option would 
not be within our strategic finance reserves. For 
this option, the Parish Council would need to seek 
funding from Sports England and to show that the 
field can be used for different sporting and leisure 
activities. 
• The following concerns were noted: the 
current access road is not suitable and there is no 
electricity on site. 
• It was agreed to ask a construction 
company to assess the current building to give an 
approximate cost for renovation.  It was also agreed 
to approach a pre-fab building company and ask for 
an approximate cost to put a wooden building on the 
site. 
The matter will be considered again at the next 
Parish Council meeting.
Grounds Maintenance Contract
The Parish Council has awarded the grounds 
maintenance contract for the village to a new 
contractor. The contractor, the Bawden Group, will 
start the new two year contract on 1st April 2017. 
• A quote has been received to cutback the 
hedge in the small playing field that borders Tower 
View. Two further quotes will be sourced. 
Allotments
A reminder to allotment holders that allotment rents 
will increase this year. A half plot will not cost £16.50 
per year and a full plot will cost £24.00 per year. 
• The central security post will be re-instated 
soon, with thanks to C Stevens and S Lawson. 
Fencing around toddlers’ play area
The Clerk has submitted a ‘creditor’s statement of 
claim’ form to the liquidators of the Wiltshire Fencing 
and Landscaping company in respect of the missing 
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central support brackets on the fencing around the 
toddlers’ play area. The liquidators have responded 
to say that there is ‘no prospect of a distribution to 
any creditor’.  
• S Mundy has kindly volunteered to make 
some brackets.
• The Clerk reported that the Parish Council 
spent £531.44 of a P.I.G.S grant to create the 
permissive footpath from Marsh Lane to the Rowdey 
Cow. It was estimated that the project would cost 
£3255. The savings were made in labour received 
in kind. It illustrates what can be achieved if villagers 
are willing to volunteer labour. 
Road Safety 
Tri-parish Meeting
A meeting was scheduled for Monday 13th March 
2017, between the Chairs and representatives of 
Rowde Parish Council, Poulshot Parish Council and 
Potterne Parish Council to discuss joint concerns 
about road safety on Caen Hill. 
• It was agreed at the tri-parish meeting that 
each parish would put forward two representatives 
to form a working party which will liaise with Cllr 
Cuthbert and the Highways Department, Wiltshire 
Council to look at ways that safety can be improved 
on Caen Hill. 
• In addition, the Chair, S Mundy, has written 
to Cllr Philip Whitehead again, after another serious 
accident and a couple of minor accidents on Caen 
Hill. Copies of this letter have been sent to Cllr John 
Thomson, Deputy Leader of Wiltshire Council and 
Cllr Cuthbert. Cllr Whitehead responded to the 
Chair’s first letter to say that there would be a review 
of the safety of the road in 2017-18.
Conscience Lane
The Chair has discussed with Cllr Cuthbert the 
on-going problems with Conscience Lane and 
the possibility of making it a no-through road. Cllr 
Cuthbert has recommended that a vehicle count is 
taken. The Clerk will arrange for a clicker to count 
the vehicles if any resident would like to volunteer a 
couple of hours of their time to assist with the traffic 
survey it would be very welcome
Other Highways Issues
• The Clerk has met with R Dobson, from 
Highways, Wiltshire Council with the request to 
extend the existing white line outside the entrance 
to the village hall to the entrance of Church View to 
prevent cars parking on this stretch of road. Wiltshire 
Council has agreed to undertake this work and it will 
be carried out when the weather has improved. 
• The request for a road sign for the Village 
Hall (on the High Street, at the junction with Marsh 
Lane) has been referred to Wiltshire Council’s 
signage team. 
Village Appearance
Planter project
• Three planters have been constructed and 

will be located on the pavement opposite Paradise 
Lane to re-instate the visibility splay in this area. 
The Parish Council is still interested in hearing from 
people/groups who would like to adopt a planter. 
Please contact, Councillor Lesley Stewart if you are 
interested in being involved: lesleystewart493@
gmail.com, tel: 01380 720987
Fly-tipping
• It was noted that there has been a change 
in the law against fly tipping. It is now possible for 
the Police to prosecute the owner of the car that is 
witnessed fly tipping. The registration number of the 
car is required. This will result in an on- the- spot fine. 
• A pram has recently been abandoned in the 
allotments car park. Its removal has been arranged 
by a Parish Councillor, with many thanks. 
Textiles Recycling Bank
• The Chair has visited the Devizes Textiles 
Company again and asked them a further time 
to remove the clothes recycling container from 
the Sands Lane car park. The Parish Council has 
agreed to put a further request in writing for the 
company to remove the recycling container with 30 
days’ notice to quit.  If the container is not removed, it 
was agreed that the PC would remove the container 
and return it to the company
Best-kept Village Competition
• The Parish Council discussed a possible 
entry into the competition. It was generally thought 
that it would be better to apply next year after the 
planters have been put in their locations. However, 
G Sartin will put the details on the Facebook page 
and ask if anyone is interested in taking part. 
• It was noted by the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE), the sponsors of the 
competition, that the task of entering the competition 
does not have to fall on the Parish Council and 
that ‘many villages find that they have enthusiastic 
individuals who are happy to take on this task’. 
New Roundel (Marsh Lane bridge)
• The Parish Council thanked the Canal and 
River Trust, in particular Sue Litherland and Chris 
Edwards for supplying the new Roundel at the 
Marsh Lane bridge and for the new accompanying 
leaflets. Neal Bawden was also thanked for all of his 
hard work, including liaising with the Canal and River 
Trust and facilitating this project. 
Gully jetting along Marsh Lane
Gully jetting will take place again soon on Marsh 
Lane to improve drainage in the area.
Village events
• The village fete will not take place this year. Rowde 
School is having a pop up circus instead in June. There is 
also a collaborative event taking place with Southbroom 
School. It was suggested that if the fete goes ahead next 
year that it becomes a joint school/village event. 
• Cllr L Stewart proposed that the money 
remaining in the fete account should be transferred 
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Steve Mundy           Chair; Village Hall Liaison       steve.mundy@gmail.com      01380 727598
Ben Bentley            Roads, transport & footpaths       vinecottagebb@btinternet.com   01380 728360
John Dalley             Sports & Playing Fields           rowdesports@hotmail.co.uk    07592 063789
John Hawkins         Planning                                    jwhawkinsuk@gmail.com      01380 722302
Andrew Seedhouse   Rowde’s Future (Neighbourhood Planning)  seedhouse3@gmail.com      01380 829663
Chris Stevens         Allotments                                  cstevens08@outlook.com      01380 738438
Lesley Stewart        Finance                                      lesleystewart493@gmail.com            01380 720987
Gemma Sartin         Youth link                                  gemma.sartin@yahoo.co.uk    07736550836
Dave Revell                                                 daverevell1@hotmail.co.uk    01380 730297
VACANCY
VACANCY
Rebekah Jeffries    Clerk                                          rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com   01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Anna Cuthbert Wiltshire Councillor                   anna.cuthbert@wiltshire.gov.uk    07980 045351
Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne

to the Parish Council and ring-fenced for future 
community events. 
• The Parish Council thanked the fete committee 
for all of their hard work over the last three years. 
Police News 
The Parish Council has received the Community 
Policing monthly report. Key points raised include:
• Wiltshire Police is conducting a trial of 
body worn video cameras. These will help to bring 
offenders to justice and also improve openness and 
transparency of the Police when on the beat. 
• Wiltshire Police is supporting a national 
campaign to raise awareness of the dangers of using 
a mobile phone while driving and to highlight the 
changes in legislation that come into effect in March. 
• There have been local investigations into 
hare coursing and poaching. 
• In Devizes Town there has been reports of 
street drinking, anti-social behaviour and begging. 
My Wiltshire App
It is easy to report problems like potholes, dog mess, graffiti, 
litter and street lighting in your area using the ‘My Wiltshire’ 
online form. Reports can be made anonymously or you 
can register for free. Once you have registered you can 
track the reports you have made, and receive notification 
once the work has been completed. The more residents 
report issues, the more likely we are to have them fixed. 
The ‘My Wiltshire’ page can be accessed through 
the Wiltshire Council website at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
parkingtransportandstreets/
roadshighwaysstreetcare/mywiltshireregister.htm
Finances
• Monthly invoices for February totaling 
£1880.25 were approved (Proposed by B Bentley, 
seconded by C Stevens. All Councillors were in favour). 
Admin costs                                   £981.45
Grounds Maintenance                     £388.80

Pension training and subscription  £510.00
Total:                                              £1880.25
Dates for the diary – 
The next Parish Council meetings will be held on 
Wednesday 5th April 2017 at 7.30pm (PLEASE 
NOTE EARLIER DATE than usual), in the 
Village Hall. The following meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 10th May 2017 for the Annual 
Parish Council meeting. The Annual Village 
Meeting will take place on Monday 22nd May, 
7.00pm at Rowdefield Farm.
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
notice boards and on the village website.  
You are very welcome to join us at the next Parish 
Council meeting or to contact any of the Councillors 
directly – please see the contact details below.

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:           01225 713000
Parking:           01380 734812
Pest control:           01380 734721
Planning:           01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste:                0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages:  
                        01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence) Freephone: 0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:                 01225 777234
School admissions:          01225 713010
School special educational needs:      01225 718095
School transport:          01225 713004
Social care – adults:                      0300 456 0111
Social care – children:                      01225 773500
Street care and cleaning:         01380 734849
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World Book Day
World Book day was a huge success with 
many children & staff dressing up.   All the 
children received a book token which they 
can exchange for a free special World Book 
Day book at participating bookshops.
Students Charity Headshave
Roxanne Halliday-Hall one of our year 7 
students is going to have all her hair shaved 
off for Macmillan Cancer charity.   You can 
still donate to this worthy cause by going to 
the donation page of Macmillan.   https://
bravetheshave.org.uk/donate/      

Film Night at 21st March 2017 - 6pm 
(National Down’s Syndrome Day)
We had film night at School in the Arts Centre 
showing the film ‘My Feral Heart’ which is a 
story about a man who has Down Syndrome.   
He has been forced out of his home because 
they believe he is not capable of taking care 
of himself after the passing of his mother.  
Plus Student Cycling Success
Lauren Booth is a student from Abbeyfield 
School who also attends Rowdeford School’s 
Plus Programme.  Lauren is a keen cyclist 
whose cycling career began with charity rides 
for the Meningitis Trust, after contracting 
bacterial meningitis at six weeks old.  Lauren 

goes from success to success – including 
recently competing at the British Cycling 
Championships.  Here at Rowdeford Lauren 
is an amazing mentor to other students and 
also a very successful student who leads by 
example not only on the track but also in her 
school work. Visit Lauren’s website www.
laurenbooth.net 
Quiz Night 

Friday 17th March, St Patrick’s Day, was our 
annual quiz night.  A fab night was had by all!
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers

We are once again collecting vouchers from 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids – Tokens are available 
in store or online until 2nd May 2017. Please 
send in your tokens to school and help us help 
us collect as many tokens as we can.

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
Co-operation Responsibility Happiness Resilience Respect Caring
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello everyone,
Some good news to share 
with you, we have had some 
persons come forward to 
help volunteer in the shop.
Mr Perry has also said he  
is willing to help with the 
shareholder position.
This is fantastic news  and gives us a much 
needed larger group to ensure the shop continues 
to flourish. Training is given for the positions and no 
one is expected to be thrown in at the deep end!
It may be a tiny shop but there are quite a lot of bits 
and pieces to learn.

We are so lucky to have Kelly from the Cross Keys 
pub volunteering as well so there is a co-ordinated 
effort  to help each other and give the village some 
real community connections.
I know Kelly’s pizzas are having rave revues and 
listening to what she has in mind for the pub and 
her baking ideas, she deserves all your support. I’m 
looking forward to home made cake and ‘proper’ 
coffee in the future.
Easter gifts are available and flowers can be ordered 
so you don’t have to rush around at the last minute, 
just pop in and we will  try and help if we can.
Border biscuits and chocolates are are nice gifts 
and of course our very own special knitted bunnies, 
rabbits and chicks.
It must be spring, because as I am writing this we 
have our first canal boat order of the year.
I tell all volunteers to be aware that they may have 
various  American/New Zealand etc voices on 
The end of the phone sometimes so that they are 
not phased. But myself very nearly did a slip up by 
answering the phone early this Saturday morning and 
saying ‘Battersy Dogs Home chief woofer speaking’ 
thinking it had to be Cliff that works on our books for 
us at that hour, as we were not officially open. Instead 
it was a texan lady placing a boat order!!
One other incident involved a customer asking why 
our sliced bread did not ‘stand up’
So things remain interesting and amusing and we 
look forward to your support for both us and the 
Cross Keys and making this lovely village a good 
place to be.
The Shop Team,  01380 739800                                        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 1:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 11:00am
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

RECIPES
BUTTERED BROAD BEANS (serves 4)
These broad beans are cooked in the pod 
so they must be picked very young, no more 
than 4 to 5 inches long.
INGREDIENTS:
• 1lb baby broad beans in their pods
• 2oz butter softened
• 1tablsp fresh chopped chervil or 2 teasp 

dried chervil
• I tablsp finely chopped parsley
• lemon juice
• coarse salt and black pepper
• herb butter for topping.
METHOD:
1. Top and tail the beans and cut diagonally 

into 3 or 4 pieces. 
2. Drop into a bowl of cold water and leave 

until needed.
3. Bring a pan of salted water to the boil, 

drain the beans and drop them in. Bring 
back to the boil and boil briskly for about 10 
minutes until tender. 

4. Meanwhile, cream the butter with the herbs 
and a few drops of lemon juice. Drain the 
beans thoroughly, return to the pan and 
toss over a high heat for a minute or two to 
dry off excess moisture. 

5. Season to taste with freshly ground salt 
and pepper and serve very hot. Topping 
each portion with a pat of herb butter. 

RHUBARB MOULD (serves 4)
INGREDIENTS:
• 1lb of Rhubarb
• 6oz of sugar
• juice of one orange, 4 tablsp. Cornflour

METHOD:
Cut the rhubarb into chunks and put into a pan, 
add the sugar together with the orange juice,made 
up to ½ pint with cold water. Cover tightly and 
cook over a low heat for 10 minutes or until the 
rhubarb had disintegrated. Mash the rhubarb with 
a wooden spoon and mix well all together. Blend 
the cornflour to a smooth paste with 6 tablsp of cold 
water and stir in to the rhubarb puree. Bring to the 
boil and cook over a low heat until the mixture has 
thickened and has lost its floury opaqueness. Pour 
into a decorative mould rinsed with cold water and 
put into the fridge to set. Turn out when required 
and serve with single or double cream.
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed)
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DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given 
and views expressed in this magazine are 
generally as supplied by the contributors. 
Our personal comments may sometimes be 
expressed in the editorial on page 3 and if 
our views are given elsewhere, they will be 
credited as so. In addition, much of the local 
news items is sourced directly from other 
publications and the internet. We therefore 
apologise for any inaccuracies published 
but regrettably we have no control over 
this possibility happening. We will however 
publish any corrections notified to us as 
soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly 
fruit and/or veg box supplied 
by your village shop (local 
produce where possible)?

Please pop in or phone 01380 739 800

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of                       

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean, Reliable and Professional service
Insurance certificate supplied with each sweep

Standard Sweep £35
Enquiries call James

07849 423883
Email: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com

PLANT FAIR
Barbury Racecourse
Barbury Wiltshire SN8 1RS
(by kind permission of Chris and Ingrid Woodhouse)

Sunday 23rd April 10.30 to 3 pm
Adults £3 Children (under 12) Free

Plants · Refreshments
Planters · Garden Sculptures

In aid of Kennet Valley Carriage Driving  Group
for the disabled

Charity Number
1074359

kvdgrda8@gmail.com
www.kvdgrda.com

Marlborough T & Country 88 x 122mm b and w  2017_RDA  17/02/2017  11:56  Page 1

Wiltshire Sight Treasurer Wanted
Wiltshire Sight 
is an innovative, 
progressive local 
charity based in 
Devizes supporting 
people living with 
sight loss in Wiltshire and Swindon. They assist 
more than 2,500 people of all ages, as well as 
their families and carers.
The charity’s current Treasurer is at the end 
of his term of office, this means they require a 
new volunteer to join the Board of Trustees and 
support them in the coming years. 
Chief Executive, Leanne Hubbard commented:
“He has been invaluable during a transitional 
period for Wiltshire Sight and the team wish him 
all the best for the future.” 
They are looking for someone with a strong grasp of 
charity accounting or who has experience of managing 
multiple complex budgets. An understanding of 
managing an investment portfolio and accounting 
software (xero) would also be beneficial. 
Commitment and Duties:
• Actively commit to the charity for, initially, 
a period of three years
• Attend around six board meetings a year 
and take part in other events
• Chair quarterly Finance Resources Sub 
Committee (FRSC) meetings 
• Advise and guide the management team 
and Board of Trustees on financial matters
• Liaise with the auditors
In return, you will have the opportunity to use 
your experience to help the charity make a 
real difference to the lives of people living with 
sight loss in Wiltshire and Swindon. Full training 
and support will be offered to the successful 
applicant. Applications from people whose 
lives are affected by sight loss are encouraged. 
Informal discussions with Chief Executive, 
Leanne Hubbard are welcome.  Expressions 
of interest and CVs should be emailed to               
lhubbard@wiltshiresight.org 
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Date/Time  Service                
Sunday 02  The fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide begins)
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am  Family Service (Baptism) with Junior Choir, songs, small children’s play  
   area and refreshments (No Eucharist)
10.00 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
6.00 pm  Benefice Evensong, Bromham
Sunday 09  Palm Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Benefice Communion with Junior Choir
7.30 pm  Evening Service for Palm Sunday, Bromham
10, 11 & 12  
7.30 pm  Compline in Holy Week, Bromham
Thursday 13 Maunday Thursday  
7.30 pm  Maunday Thursday Holy Communion, Bromham
Friday 14  Good Friday 
10.00 am  Family Service with Junior Choir and activities
10.30 am  Children’s Service, Bromham
3.00 pm  Last Hour Service
7.30 pm  Stations of the Cross, Bromham
Saturday 15 
7.30 pm  Service of Light and Vigil, Bromham
Sunday 16  Easter Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
10.00 am  Parish Communion with Junior Choir
10.00 am  Easter Family Communion, Bromham
Wednesday 19 
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House, Bromham
Sunday 23  Easter 2 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am  Parish Communion
10.00 am  Family Service with Baptism, Bromham
6.00 pm  BCP Evensong followed by APCM
Sunday 30  Easter 3 
10.00 am  Benefice Holy Communion 
6.00 pm  Evensong followed by APCM, Bromham

April Worship in Rowde, Bromham and Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

Currently, there is a service at 10am every Sunday; usually in Rowde but sometimes in Bromham.

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Mothers’ Union Please contact Jo Partt for details: 
01380 850435 parttsofbromhame@ntinternet.com  
Church Cleaning 
We need a few more people to join our cleaning group 
(even if you can only do one or two sessions a year) so if 
you would like to come and help please contact: 
Jane Moss 01380 729160 jmosscadet@gmail.com 
(Brass cleaning Rota) 
Maureen Hiscocks 01380 725406  
Choir 
Choir Leader: Gavin Moss 01380 719160 

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 

or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Please check the Church notice board for 
further information or contact the Administrator 

Sarah Bowler 07876142112.
Growing in Faith For details contact Ruth Bray: 
ruthbray@outlook.com Tel: 01380 859847
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Choir Practise for Adults is on Thursday Evenings 
7.00 – 8.00pm 
Junior Choir Leader: Victoria Bolley 07481 991277 
Junior Choir Practice is on Thursday 6.15pm-7.15pm. 
New members are always welcome. 
Coffee/ Toddler mornings 
St Matthew’s Toddlers and Coffee morning: Friday’s 
9.30-11am (Term-time only) Craft, singing and 
stories.  All welcome. Contact: Caroline Culley:                
carolineculley1@outlook.com
February Flower Arranging
16 April - EASTER. Arranging from 10am Sat 15 April
23 April - Easter flowers
30 April & 7 May - Liz Ibbetson
For further information please contact: Jane Sartin 
j.ksartin@talktalk.net or call 01380 727446 

Notes From The Rectory
Dear Friends
It is wonderful to write this from the Rectory.  John and I, 
and our tabby cat Monty, moved in two weeks ago, and 
we are busy decorating and unpacking boxes.  At least 
John and I are busy - Monty is spending a lot of time 
sleeping on top of the boxes, and is just starting to get 
used to his new garden.
I am very much looking forward to my licensing on March 
30th, meeting you all and getting to know you over the 
coming weeks.  There is so much going on in the two 
parishes that it might take a while to get to every group 
and meeting, but please bear with me.
Thank you for the warm welcome you’ve given us. 
We’ve been very touched by the messages and help 
that we’ve received.
With every blessing
Ruth

Contacts 
Priest–in-Charge: Revd Ruth Schofield 07738 
858909
Churchwardens: Michael Cornwell 01380 722855 & 
Gavin Moss 01380 729160  
Administrator: Sarah Bowler 07747709492 
Email: beneficeadministrator@
rowdeandbromhambenefice.co.uk 
Find us at the website: www.achurchnearyou.com
Facebook page: Churches of Rowde and Bromham

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 698993

or  07968 634689

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR GOOD 
ORIGINAL ART OR DO YOU HAVE 
ANY TO SELL?
I deal in 18th and 19th century original 
art (including engravings).
If you have anything to sell or if there 
are particular subjects you collect 
then send some details to me at 
watters.alan@gmail.com or text me on 
07886870053 for an appraisal.

Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying and 

laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 
into the school office between the 

hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm
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and attitudes to learning… The commitment to 
and care for every individual, encapsulated in 
leaders’ vision, is a powerful demonstration of the 
living out of Christian love which strives for the 
best outcomes for everyone.
 All the staff, children and governors deserve this 
wonderful outcome. The inspector was very taken 
by the fact that the children described the school 
as ‘like a family’ and she commented to us that 
she has very rarely heard schools using the word 
‘love’ as often as we did. We told her that we love 
coming to work and we love the children and they 
in turn reciprocated this. Needless to say I ‘love’ 
this result!  What a privilege it is to be the head 
teacher here.
To read the full report follow the link below.
http://www.rowdeprimaryacademy.co.uk/
siams-report.html
SIAMS Report | Rowde C of E Primary Academy
www.rowdeprimaryacademy.co.uk
Thanks
Sue Hulford

NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY
Our bright start leads to their bright future

We are OUTSTANDING!
It is with great delight that I can announce 
the outcome of our SIAMS inspection, on 
24th February. We have been judged as 
OUTSTANDING in all four categories.
This is an absolutely fantastic judgment and 
rightfully recognises what a truly special place 
Rowde Cof E Primary Academy is. The inspector 
commented the following:
 The biblically inspired vision statement, ‘A bright 
start for a bright future’, is known by everyone and 
has a positive impact on behaviour, relationships 

Keira Broos telling her dad Adam Brooks all about 
the art on display 

Children at Rowde Primary Academy came 
up with ingenious ways of celebrating its tenth 
anniversary in art form.
Every youngster at created their own painting 
featuring the number ten in some way or another 
to mark ten years since the school moved to a new 
building and site in the village. Some used ten different 
shapes such as stars and hearts, other used ten 
different objects while some made viewers search for 
the number ten somewhere in their drawing.
On 6th March all of their efforts were shown off 
to their best advantage when a pop up gallery 
was created at the school.
Head teacher Lorraine Colquhoun said: “As 
part of our tenth birthday celebrations we invited 
parents to our birthday exhibition. Every child has 
created their own piece of art work that features 
the number 10 in some way, from 10 circles, 
10 words and the number 10, hidden within the 
picture, to mention a few. The children’s art work 
was framed and displayed professionally in a 
pop gallery in the school hall.“
Parents had the chance to buy their children’s 
framed art work after they enjoyed the 
exhibition and refreshments.

The art show is the latest way the school has 
marked its move to a new site. Back when it 
first opened a time capsule was buried by then 
head David Ball and this has now been dug up.
Among those at the reveal was former pupil 
and county cricketer Tom Alsop who when he 
was a Year 6 pupil wrote that he wanted to play 
cricket for England. Ms Colquhoun said: “It 
was amazing to see Tom’s letter, written when 
he was in year 6, which said that he wanted to 
play cricket for England, because he does. How 
wonderful that his dream became reality.”

Ten ways and counting to mark special school birthday
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Freshly back from a spell of annual leave I now 
have to play catch up, so this may be rather short 
but sweet! 
We have one more week of our current courses 
running which is amazing as they were planned 
over Christmas and started in January. How time 
just flies by!
Included in the new sessions we are offering to the 
people we support here is a Community Inclusions 
workshop, which will help identify different activities 
in the local community that they can get involved 
with, and on the craft side a Leather craft workshop. 
We really are lucky to have such talented staff. We 
are also starting the Walking group back up on a 
Thursday so are hoping for some fine weather. 
On the currently running courses we have been 
busy making gifts for both Mother’s Day and Easter, 
so by the time you read this we will hopefully have 
sold all the cup-cakes we have ready for purchase, 
and will still be selling a variety of Easter goodies, 
from Simnel Cakes to decorated Easter Eggs to felt 
Chicks to hang on your Easter tree. All items are on 
display in our reception area if you would like a look. 
We will be holding an Open Day event here on the 
26th April to try and increase our staff numbers, do 
drop in for a cup of tea or coffee and find out a bit 
more about the role of a Support Worker, and don’t 
forget, if you live in the village you won’t need to get 
the car out to get to work. 

NEWS FROM Hft

We are still looking for volunteers to help with this 
year’s Music Festival on the 16th - 17th June, so if 
you think you could spare an hour or so or would 
like to have a stall or just come along for the music, 
please get in touch with me. 
Finally a mention about our Grow and Sow project 
which has made an amazing difference to our 
Orchard area, having just visited it this afternoon, 
the daffodils are out, the hurdle fencing is coming 
along nicely and they have built a Tepee out of 
Leylandi branches, a real transformation, so well 
done to all those who were involved. 
On behalf of the Rowde Village News Team I would 
like to thank Mr Guest from Silverlands for all his 
time given distributing the magazine, he is moving 
away from the area so is giving up his round. 
If you could spare an hour once a month and live in 
the Silverlands area please get in touch. 
Till next time, when I hope the weather is a bit warmer.
Jan Emm,  Tel: 01380 725455 Ext 1004
Email: Jan.Emm@hft.org.uk
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Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty
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PETS’ CORNER
CHICKS IN SPRING
This spring for the first time ever our Hens 
managed to hatch four baby chicks. They 
stay really close to the two mother hens 
and sleep under the mothers wings. They 
are a mixture of black, grey, white and 
yellow and they sound so cute when they 
cheep. Today we gave them some mashed 
sweet corn, they loved it. The mother hen’s 
take a little food in their beaks then pass it 
onto the chicks so that they all get their fair 
share of food. We haven’t named them yet 
but we are planning to soon.

There are still 12 eggs left but the hens 
are not paying any attention to them. 
Unfortunately there is a pair of Red Kites 
(we think) who have decided to build a nest 
near our garden and they took one of our 
chicks the other day. We were really sad 
and have now kept them in the protective 
chicken run rather than out in the chicken 
field. We hope that this will keep them safe 
until they are bigger.
By Ozzy Bowler

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cards to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We make a wide range of Jams, Chutneys and Marmalades
Orders taken for Celebration Cakes or Sugar Craft Flowers
We also sell delicious Shortbread, Handmade Chocolates 

and many other seasonal treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We produce our own Apple Juice from the orchards here 
at Furlong Close.   Food miles - ZERO!  Give it a try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A beautiful wheelchair accessible space to hire, with or 

without catering, for Meetings, Parties, Training Courses, etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069
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With spring around the corner we are looking 
forward to moving the hens back outside after 
four months confinement. Unfortunately the 
fields are too wet to move their accommodation 
back out at present, but hopefully it will soon be 
firmer underfoot so that they can return to some 
grass. They have been laying quite well lately 
and we have been keeping them occupied by 
feeding them whole horse carrots!
We have been putting fertiliser onto the growing 
crops and have managed to cover the whole 
farm with the first dressing – most will receive 
four applications between now and May. The 
sprayer has not gone far yet as there has not 
been sufficient growth to require anything. 
Currently we are investigating a fault with 
the sprayer which involves large amounts of 
electrical wiring. Things were much easier and 
cheaper when there was just one handle – ‘on 
and off’!

John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

There was a good turnout of around thirty 
people to out Woodland talk by Richard Cripps, 
who provided a great evening of knowledge 
and entertainment. The Archaeology meeting 
on 12th April is proving very popular and we 
have already had a good number of bookings. 
Further details are elsewhere in the magazine. 
Unfortunately we had to cancel Lambing Day 
due to unforeseen circumstances, so apologies 
to everyone who had shown an interest.
We are holding a joint afternoon of entertainment 
with the Rowdey Cow café on the afternoon of 
20th April, for younger members of the village – 
details can be obtained from the village shop, the 
Rowdey Cow or from ourselves. This will involve a 
trailer ride, the opportunity to sit on a tractor, feed 
the goats, see some newly hatched tricks as well 
as milking our life sized model cow, finishing up 
with ice-cream at the café.
We are looking forward to planting the spring 
crops as soon as the weather warms up. This 
year there will be areas of spring oats, spring 
beans as well as spring oilseed rape which 
we have never grown before. It is tempting to 
make a start too early – as all gardeners know 
the soil temperatures need to be just right to 
ensure that the plants grow away quickly, so 
we are waiting patiently!
The farm website has been re-launched with 
a new address and more information – have 
a look at www.rowdefieldtraining.co.uk  and 
you can also see what we have been up to 
at Rowdefield Training on Facebook where 
there are also details of upcoming courses and 
events – not all of which are farming related!

Richard Cripps in action doing his Woodland 
Heritage Talk 

Spreading fertiliser on the wheat

First Aid Training
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I’m tired of being the one – the one who 
always tries while you would rather stay in 
defeat. I am drained of telling myself I give 
up even though I know I’m still giving. I never 
stop wondering, I never stop waiting. I am 
tired of wishing for a miracle, but knowing that 
you only bring disaster.
I’m tired of answering. I am ready to speak 
what is on my mind. I have been ready since 
the day I met you. And always, I will still have 
something new to bring, something new to 
add. Yet, I still find you repeating back to me 
the same old things.
I’m tired of accepting you and everything that 
comes with you. Of embracing you whenever 
you feel like coming back, of forgiving you 
if you want to leave again and of loving all 
your flaws and scars instead of healing the 
wounds you gave me. I don’t want to keep 
saying “yes” and have your silence, instead of 
you rejecting me saying “no.”
I’m tired of saying “sorry.” I know I don’t need 
to because I did nothing to have to say those 
words. But I say them anyway. I say them all 
the time and you keep asking me why. I do 
it because I want you to forgive me for not 
being enough for you and knowing that I’ll 
never stop trying.
I say “sorry” because I want you to tell me 
that it is not my fault, that it was never my 
fault and that it is you, that it has always been 
you. I’m tired of apologizing for you. And I’m 
tired of you letting me.
I’m tired of believing. I look too much into fate; I 
stay up at night reading the stars because it is 
much easier to understand what the stars are 
telling me than the words that come from you.

I’m tired of being told that love exists and that 
it will happen when I least expect it. But I don’t 
think I will ever stop expecting it. I don’t think I 
can ever stop turning corners and hoping love 
will be on the other side. I’m tired of taking the 
same path only to be lead nowhere.
I’m sick of letting go. I’m sick of falling without 
anyone to catch me and moving on when I have 
no idea where I am going. I’m weary of trying to 
find something new, someone different because 
they don’t pull me towards them, they keep 
pushing me right back to you. I’m tired of hearing 
“let go” and grab on to something else. But it has 
always been much easier to hold on to you.
I’m tired of our conversations. I’m tired of fixing 
my mind while you still haven’t made up yours. 
I’m tired of you telling me everything except 
for what I need to hear, of you steering me 
into a new direction only to realize that it was 
the exact same road we were on before. I’m 
tired of you thinking that you need to talk to me 
because you still never know what to say.
I’m tired of finding you in everyone. It hurts 
too much when I can’t feel your hand from 
behind land on my shoulder, when I walk home 
disappointed because I never saw you at the 
station today or yesterday. I’m sick of looking and 
searching and only seeing someone else who 
looks like you, who talks like you but never smiles 
like you, never looks at me like you. I’m tired of 
your face popping back into my mind but never 
being able to see it – I’m tired of your name on the 
tip of my tongue but never being able to say it.
I’m tired of having you in my life… when 
you’re not even in it.
If you write or have a favourite short story 
(one page or less) please send it in, Ed

SHORT STORY
‘I’m Tired Of Being The One Who Always Cares More’ by Mariya Hoque

Parish Council Elections
Are you aged 18 years or over, a British Citizen* and either 
on the electoral roll, or live in or within a 3 mile radius of 
the parish, or work mainly in the parish? Then, you are 
eligible to apply to become a Parish Councillor for Rowde. 
Nomination forms are available from: 
Wiltshire Council, Snuff Street, Devizes, or through the 
Wiltshire Council website at:
http://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/Elections/Document/
View/NominationPack.pdf?doc=2693
Deadline for nominations is 4th April 2017, 4.00pm. 
If there are more candidates than seats, an election will be held on 4th May 2017. 
* Or if you are an eligible Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of any member state of the European Union
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March seems to have flown by and we are 
looking forward to Easter and hopefully some 
better weather!  
Today we have been busy creating some 
new ice cream recipes.  We have had some 
help from an amazing Italian Ice cream chef 
who spent the day with us and she had her 
own gelato shop in Verona.  The Cream Egg 
flavour has been very popular throughout 
March and we will be continuing with this 
throughout April.  

We are preparing for the Easter holidays 
where we will be running Easter Egg hunts 
and also have a very exciting tractor ride 
and farm day organised by John Butler at 
Rowdefield farm which will be picking up and 
dropping off from the café.  Tickets are being 
sold from the café now.  
We will be attending the Devizes food festival 
selling our ice cream plus we are having an 
Italian evening as part of the Food Festival which 
will include live singing by Lucia Pupilli and some 
delicious Italian Food.

ROWDEY COW NEWS

The ice cream birthday parties have been very 
popular and we are busy most weekends with 
these.  We have purchased a new Victorian Ice 
Cream Cart which we have in addition to the ice 
cream trike so we will be able to attend more 
events and private functions this Summer.  We 
will also be using it in our garden at busy times 
to reduce the queues to the ice cream cabinet in 
the café.  
We would like to welcome Jan who has joined 
the Rowdey Cow front of house team and she is 
really looking forward to meeting you all. 
We are launching a new Spring lunch time menu 
which will be available soon.  We are continuing 
with our extended opening ours on the first 
Friday of every month where we take bookings 
up until 6.30pm for pizzas and ice cream.  We 
have returned to our Summer opening hours of: 
Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm and Sundays 
10am - 4pm.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
Sue
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility
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1:15pm - She’s Home. And 
full of energy. She wants to 
paint, craft, play, draw and 
eat everything in sight. The 
house that was tidy just 
hours ago, now looks like it 
has been raided.
3pm - Time for yet another 
school run to collect L. My 
legs are so tired. A wants 
to race me the whole 20 
minute walk to school. No 
thank you darling.
3:45pm - We are Home. They are starving. ‘When 
is tea?’ ‘But that will be ageeeees’ ‘Can I have a 
lolly?’ ‘Can I have ice cream?’ 
We settle on a packet of crisps.
They happily watch some TV whilst I get on with 
cooking tea.
(Happily in this case, means they watch TV and 
argue between themselves. Without shouting!) 
5:30pm - It’s tea time, and daddy’s home! The girls tell 
daddy all about their day, and I smile inside knowing 
that soon it will be bath time. And it’s daddy’s turn! 
6pm - Bath time. Daddy takes the girls up and I 
get on with sorting out all the washing, putting it all 
away. Packing bags and lunchboxes for the next 
day and setting out their clothes.
6:30pm - It’s homework time. L reads beautifully to 
me, and we have a big cuddle afterwards. She tells 
me all about her tricky words. And I am so proud of 
how much she’s grown.
7pm - Its here. I did it! It’s bedtime! After multiple 
hugs and kisses and ‘I love you’s and ‘OK go to 
sleep now please’ I go downstairs. Tidy up the post 
teatime mess. And then collapse onto the sofa. 
Only 12 hours until it all starts again...
Ruth Robinson
ruthrobinson2721@outlook.com
(Footnote: Ruth is happy for any parents to 
contact her on the above email if they would 
like to share their experiences and feelings 
about parenthood or to arrange a chat, Ed)

Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

A DAY IN MY LIFE...
7am - ‘Mummy, I want some toast.’ ‘Mummy, why 
is it raining?’ ‘Mummy, what day is it today?’ ‘But 
why is it Monday?’ 
And so it begins…
7:15am - The Breakfast Battle. A is angry about the 
colour bowl I have given her. L is eating at a snails 
pace. Rocco our pup has taken himself back to 
bed. Lucky sod.
7:30am - After managing to consume half a mug of 
lukewarm tea, whilst refereeing over breakfast, it’s 
time to get changed. 
7:45am - Its time to brush our teeth. This goes 
smoothly, until they argue over who’s toothbrush is 
who’s, who gets to stand on the step and pout in 
the mirror and who brushed their teeth the fastest 
and ‘won’.
8:00am - OK, 15 mins to go. Time for me to get 
ready. The girls are downstairs watching TV, and I 
hear shouting. ‘A, don’t pull Roccos tail!’ ‘You’re not 
my best friend!’ ‘Well you aren’t coming to my party!’ ‘I 
DON’T WANT TO GO TO YOUR PARTY!!’
8:20am - I usher the girls out the door. And we start 
the walk to school. The girls happily skip ahead whilst 
I’m sluggishly trying to catch up carrying 3 umbrellas, 
a book bag and a lunchbox. ‘Hurry up mummy!’ 
8:55am - One down. One to go. Me and A return 
home, A demolishes a second breakfast, whilst I 
crack on with washing the dishes and tidying up 
the morning madness. 
9:39am - We are on the bus to nursery. A doesn’t 
want to go. So to keep her happy we sing ‘wheels 
on the bus’ and play eye spy the whole journey.
10-10am - I am on the bus. Alone. The bus driver 
is singing and I contemplate joining in and breaking 
out into dance. Peace at last!
10:15am - I am home. Rocco is so happy to see me. 
I put the kettle on, and write myself a to-do list. 
12:50pm - I have finished the housework whilst 
blasting the radio (not Little Mix or Taylor Swift for 
once!) I have finished my writing. I finally have 
some time to relax. Then I realise I have 10 mins 
until I have to leave to pick A up. Damn.

PARENTHOOD
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Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk
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ROWDE VILLAGE HALL        
Ploughman’s Lunch

SATURDAY 29TH APRIL
12.00 to 2.00 pm

Tickets £6.00 to include
Lunch & Dessert with Tea or Coffee

Tickets available from
Di Buckland

27 Springfield Road 01380723049
In aid of Village Hall Funds
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Volunteers required
Help in your community shop

Please give us a hand
We need all ages and all hours

Please phone or e-mail
Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800
or e-mail

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com

Your friendly, female decoratress!
All decorating or painting projects considered,

including children’s murals
I am tidy, reliable and competitively priced

Call Carolynn on 07881 200218
or email ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

…ageing creatively 

Is an award-winning local charity, seeking to reduce 
loneliness and isolation and in doing so improve health 

and well being for vulnerable elderly people through 
participation in the arts. We run weekly sessions in 

Pewsey, Marlborough and Devizes and are looking for 
friends and supporters to join us in fundraising, raise local 

awareness and help at our sessions. 

COULD YOU PLEDGE SOME TIME IN 2017 AND HELP BY? 

 Businesses: Adopting us as your ‘Charity or 
Choice’ or supporting us in other ways? 

 Individuals: Help spread the word in your 
community, join our ‘friends’ scheme, run a 
fundraiser for us, help promote our work? 

 Groups: We have plenty of ideas and resources 
to support groups involvement 

For more info about our activities or being involved 
 

liz.lavender@artstogether.co.uk  / 07780860922 
 

www.artstogether.co.uk Registered Charity 1109432 

Featuring            
Rowde Artists:

10am to 5pm each day

FREE ENTRY

5 (Sunday 4pm)
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CUPID ARROW STRIKES AT DARTS MATCH
Cupid’s arrow struck 
and stayed firm 
when Patricia and 
Gordon Pithouse met 
at a darts match in 
Devizes more than 60 
years ago.
The couple are now 
preparing to celebrate 
their diamond wedding 
anniversary on 
Saturday with a party 
for around 100 people 
at The Cavalier Pub.
It will be the first time that they will have met 
some of the newest additions to their family 
which includes four children, six grandchildren, 
two step grandchildren, six great grandchildren 
and three step grandchildren.
Mrs Pithouse, 81, and her husband, 87, first met 
at The Queens Head pub in Dunkirk Hill when 
Mr Pithouse was competing but they did not start 
dating for a couple of years. She said: “We lived 
in Rowde and Gordon was from Devizes. He 
knew a couple of my brothers but I didn’t know 
him. He actually bumped into one of my brothers 

when he was out in 
the Middle East after 
they were both called 
up into the army after 
the war.”
The couple married 
at Devizes Register 
Office on March 25, 
1957 and moved 
in with her parents 
before getting 
their own home 
at Rotherstone, 
Devizes. Mr Pithouse 

was a self-employed jobbing builder but did 
nearly all of his work for Wadworth Brewery. 
After his official retirement he went back to work 
for Wadworth doing maintenance and remained 
employed until he was 77. Mrs Pithouse worked 
for Avon Rubber in Melksham and later in the 
physiotherapy department of Devizes Hospital 
as an orderly and doing reception work.
The couple now live at Northgate Gardens, 
Devizes and are looking forward to seeing old 
friends and family on Saturday. Mrs Pithouse 
said: “It will be a wonderful chance for us to see 
some of our great grandchildren that we are 
yet to meet.” She said that they had witnessed 
many changes to Devizes over the years and 
remembered when Devizes Market include 
many live animals for sale. She said: “There 
would be chickens and allsorts in cages. You 
could buy absolutely everything there.”
ROWDE ACADEMY GETS GOLD STAR 
FOR LOVE AND FAMILY FEEL

Headteacher Lorraine Colquhoun with the 
school council of Rowde CofE Primary academy.        

Picture by Siobhan Boyle
Staff and children at Rowde Primary Academy 
are celebrating after it was found to be 
outstanding in all areas by inspectors who 
were judging it on its Christian ethos.
Rowde C of E Academy headteacher Lorraine 
Colquhoun was delighted that her school went 

Header photograph by Alan Watters

Local News
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to the top of the class in all four categories. She 
said: “This is an absolutely fantastic judgment 
and rightfully recognises what a truly special 
place Rowde C of E Primary Academy is.”
The report from the Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican, Methodist and Ecumenical Schools 
(SIAMS) was full of praise.
It said: “The commitment to and care for every 
individual, encapsulated in leaders’ vision, 
is a powerful demonstration of the living out 
of Christian love which strives for the best 
outcomes for everyone.”
Ms Colquhoun said: “All the staff, children and 
governors deserve this wonderful outcome. 
The inspector was very taken by the fact that 
the children described the school as like a 
family and she commented to us that she has 
very rarely heard schools using the word ‘love’ 
as often as we did. We told her that we love 
coming to work and we love the children and 
they in turn reciprocated this. Needless to say I 
‘love’ this result. What a privilege it is to be the 
head teacher here.”
The SIAMS inspection was carried out on 
February 24. The principal objective of SIAMS 
inspection is to evaluate the distinctiveness 
and effectiveness of the school as a church 
school, and how well the distinctive Christian 
character and ethos of the school ensure the 
development and achievement of the whole 
child or young person.
The inspector wrote of Rowde: “The Biblically-
inspired vision statement, ‘A bright start for a 
bright future’, is known by everyone and has 
a positive impact on behaviour, relationships 
and attitudes to learning. The commitment to 
and care for every individual, encapsulated in 
leaders’ vision, is a powerful demonstration of 
the living out of Christian love which strives for 
the best outcomes for everyone.”
The only areas the school was told it could 
improve on was building on pupils’ enthusiasm 
and develop their understanding of worship, 
expressed in diverse forms, so they are able 
confidently to plan and lead worship in all 

the settings in which it occurs. It was also 
advised to review documentation to ensure it 
communicates the rich Christian ethos which 
is lived out so passionately within the school.
The inspector particularly noted the lack of 
bullying in the school and wrote: “There are 
very few instances of bullying. The introduction 
of a relaxed, activity-based start to each day 
is an initiative which has successfully reduced 
incidents of poor behaviour. Pupils like this 
change to the day saying it calms them and 
‘wakes us up for learning’. They recognise that 
teachers make learning fun and they like the 
opportunities they are given to choose what 
they will learn on pupil choice days.”
PARISHES UNITE TO STOP CAEN HILL 
CARNAGE

A serious accident at Caen Hill in 2014
A tri-force of parish councillors has been 
formed to try and end the terrible toll of 
accidents at Caen Hill, Devizes.
Rowde, Potterne and Poulshot have joined 
together to form a working group to look at 
road safety on that stretch of the A361.
Steve Mundy, chairman of Rowde Parish 
Council, said: “In the last 10 years Wiltshire 
Police have been to 37 accidents along this 
stretch of road where sadly one person has 
been killed and people have been hurt. The 
fire service have had to attend 13 collisions 
since 2009, which indicates how serious they 

Source - Gazette & Herald
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have been. I’ve been in correspondence with 
Wiltshire Council, and the police about the 
number of accidents and I’m delighted that 
Potterne and Poulshot have responded so 
positively to tackling this problem together.”
The tri-parish council working group will look at 
the junctions with Caen Hill where roads from 
Poulshot and Rowde join the main road.
Clyde Hoddinot, chairman of Potterne Parish 
Council, said: “The junction to Whistley Lane 
off the A361 has the additional problem of 
leading to a very narrow lane where lorries and 
coaches often get stuck and cause chaos for 
local people. Anything we can do to limit the 
number of large vehicles cutting through the 
village off this fast piece of dual carriageway 
will be a benefit as well as improving the safety 
at these junctions.”
Geoff Collett, chairman of Poulshot Parish 
Council, said: “It was great that all three 
chairmen and many councillors from each 
parish were able to get together to discuss this 
long running problem of accidents along Caen 
Hill. We are hopeful that by joining together on 
this issue we will have a stronger voice when 
discussing it with Wiltshire Council.”
Anna Cuthbert, Wiltshire councillor for 
Bromham, Rowde and Potterne, was also at 
the meeting and added her support to the call 
for change.
She said: “The number of collisions at these 
junctions is of real concern to local people 
and I’m pleased that Potterne, Rowde and 
Poulshot parish councils are working together. 
I know that Wiltshire Council takes the safety 
of drivers and pedestrians very seriously and 
will want to explore suggestions that are made 
by the working group with a view to improving 
road safety.”
In December when a woman was seriously 
injured in a crash at the Poulshot junction Mr 
Mundy said a lower speed limit on Caen Hill 
could help reduce accidents.
But Wiltshire highways boss Philip Whitehead 
is not convinced this would help.
He said: “It has been shown that when an 
accident happens it is usually 90 per cent 
driver error and nothing to do with the road. 
This road has very good visibility.”
CHOIR SINGS TO RAISE MONEY FOR 
SICK BABY CHARLIE
Children at Rowde Primary Academy sang 
their hearts out to raise money to help a baby 
with a rare life-threatening condition after 
being told about his parent’s fight to keep 
him alive. The children at the school sang to 
parents and held a cake sale in the playground 
on Thursday and Friday and raised £365 

Local News

to help baby Charlie Gard who suffers from 
mitochondrial depletion syndrome.

His parents Connie Yates and Chris Gard are 
battling to take the seven-month-old to the US 
for pioneering treatment which they hope will 
save his life.
Members of the church choir at St Matthew’s, 
Rowde, were told about the plight of baby 
Charlie by choir mistress Vicky Bolley. Choir 
member Kelsey Wills, ten, was particularly 
moved by the story and asked Rowde Primary 
headteacher Lorraine Colquhoun if the choir 
could sing at school. Ms Colquhoun was 
pleased for them to be involved and presented 
them all with a special head teacher’s 
certificate for their caring attitude.
Kelsey’s mum Lisa said: “Kelsey came home 
full of it and wanted to do something to help. 
All the children in the choir, except for one, are 
pupils at Rowde. They were all very excited 
about raising money and they really bonded 
as a team doing it. They managed to organise 

Source - Gazette & Herald
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Local News

Source - Gazette & Herald

the event very quickly. As parents we are 
incredibly proud of our children.”
The choir members have also decided to 
donate the money they get for singing at 
church to the cause.
Baby Charlie’s parents are locked in a heart-
wrenching legal battle with specialists at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, London, who think 
the little boy should be allowed to die with 
dignity and have his ventilator turned off.
But now a “do not resuscitate” order placed 
on Charlie by the hospital last month has 
been lifted. Charlie’s case is set to be heard 
at the High Court on April 3, when his parents 
must convince a judge there is a chance the 
treatment could save the tot’s life.
At a previous hearing Mr Justice Francis said 
it was “one of the saddest types of cases that 
can come before these courts”.
He added that the parents were 
“utterly devoted to Charlie and 
have worked hard to become 
expert parents in this disease.”
ROWDE CRICKETER TOM 
ALSOP SHARES IN RECORD-
BREAKING STAND AS ENGLAND 
LIONS BEAT SRI LANKA A
Rowde’s Tom Alsop fell just short 
of a century and shared in a 
record-breaking partnership with 
teammate Daniel Bell-Drummond 
as England Lions won at the 
fourth attempt in their one-day 
series against Sri Lanka A.
The 21-year-old Hampshire 
left-hander had faced 105 balls 
and hit 11 boundaries, Bell-
Drummond hitting a century 
as their partnership of exactly 
200 set a new record for the 
third wicket in List A cricket for 
the Lions or the England A and 
B teams that preceded them, 
beating 194 between Ravi 
Bopara and James Taylor also 
against Sri Lanka A in Worcester 
in 2014.
Having lost each of their first 
three games, Andy Flower’s 
tourists finally came out on top 
in Colombo as Bell-Drummond 
(100) and Alsop (96) shared a 
decisive stand.
Sri Lanka chose to bat first 
and were dismissed for 242, 
debutante Graeme White and 
Toby Roland-Jones sharing six 
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Date missing: 27 Feb 2017

To join the appeal for Belinda visit

*Texts cost £3 plus your standard network charge. Missing People receives 100% of 
your donation. Obtain the bill payer's permission. Customer care 020 8392 4571.

www.missingpeople.org.uk/help-us-find

To help Missing People bring Belinda to safety
text HOPE to 70707* to donate £3

MISSING

Belinda Rainey
Please call or text 116 000

It's free, 24hr and confidential
or email 116000@missingpeople.org.uk  or  write to FREEPOST Missing People

Age at disappearance: 52

Missing from: Lambeth, 
London

Belinda we are here for you 
whenever you are ready; we 
can listen, talk you through 
what help you need, pass a 
message for you and help you 
to be safe.

wickets while Liam Livingstone and Craig 
Overton turned in disciplined stints.
The Lions had a shaky start to their response 
as openers Ben Duckett and Keaton Jennings 
both fell to Vikum Sanjaya, leaving the score 
12 for two in the fifth over.
That brought Bell-Drummond and Alsop 
together and they were not parted until the 
latter was stumped at the end of the 40th over.
By then the back of the chase had been 
broken and Bell-Drummond ensured he 
reached three figures, for the second time 
at this level, before he was bowled by 
Chaturanga de Silva.
Livingstone (15no) finished things with 16 balls 
to spare, smashing a big six down the ground, 
having settled any residual nerves alongside 
Ben Foakes (17no).
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Q&A about UK Care Services
This might interest you! Every month we will 
publish a selection of frequently asked questions 
by carers and the general public relating to the 
UK care services and other relevant care issues. 
An established care provider, Able Community 
Care Norfolk, was set up in 1980 and now 
provides its services throughout the UK. One part 
of the service they provide is to give professional, 
informed answers to these questions which we 
are allowed to publish in our parish magazine. We 
hope you will find this new feature useful.
1) Question – My Mother is housebound but 
really does need to see a dentist. Her old dentist 
(last visited many years ago) cannot help her. Are 
there “travelling” dentists?
Answer - The Community Dental Service provides 
treatment for people who may not otherwise receive 
dental care, such as your Mother.
You can contact them by either contacting your 
local Community Dental Service (number in your 
local telephone book) or by going to NHS Direct 
on 0845 46 47. The call is charged at local rate 
and the service is open 24 hours per day.
2) Question - My brother, who is a pensioner 
lives in Spain. He is a British National who has 
lived there for the past five years after retiring from 
work. He lived and worked in Britain for all his life 
before retirement. He now has a health problem 
and wants to come back to my home and have 
treatment under the NHS.  However, he has been 
advised that he is not entitled to free treatment and 
will have to be treated as a tourist and pay for his 
treatment in advance. Is this the case?
Answer - Yes, the Government is trying to cut 
the cost of a healthcare loophole that allows 
foreigners to travel to the UK for treatment and 
receive it free when they would have to pay for it 
in the country where they live. Unfortunately this 
includes British people who have chosen to live 
elsewhere in Europe.
3) Question - I think my health situation 
qualifies me to register as a disabled person 
as I understand I can then claim some benefits 
for myself. Can you tell me how I register as a 
disabled person?
Answer - You can register as a disabled person 
with your local council. They have a statutory 
duty to keep records of disabled people in their 
area in order to allow councils to plan appropriate 
services. The council may then check with your 
GP to seek verification of your disability. Once 
you are registered you can then receive some 
concessions as a disabled person such as 
reduced public transport fares. Being registered 
as disabled will also stand as proof when applying 
for discounts from non council services/facilities 
e.g. British Rail Discount Card

4) Question - As a pensioner I have been told that 
I can register with my gas and electrical company for 
free services. What are they please?
Answer - Gas and electricity suppliers should 
have a Priority Service Register which gives 
certain groups of people free services. The group 
includes pensioners, disabled people, blind and 
visually impaired people, people with hearing 
impairments or people who are chronically sick.
The free services available are a free safety 
check of your gas appliances including fitting 
special controls and adaptations to help make 
your gas and electricity appliances easier to use 
and a Password Scheme that can protect you 
against bogus callers who pretend to be from your 
energy suppliers.
Membership of the scheme also entitles you to 
extra advance warning if your electricity supply 
has to be cut off for planned work and you can 
have your bills or a copy of them sent to a friend 
or relatives if you feel this would be helpful.
There are also other benefits in that if everyone 
who is living in your home is eligible to become 
a Member and there are circumstances when 
your gas supply has been disrupted or turned off 
for safety reasons, then your gas transporter will 
provide you with alternative cooking and heating 
facilities. Bills can also be sent in Braille, large 
print or via a tape.
To become a Member look on the back of your 
gas or electricity bill for the phone number and 
address of your supplier and contact them to join.
5) Question - I would like to arrange to be 
buried at sea. How can this be arranged and have 
you any idea of the cost?
Answer -  To be buried at sea you have to 
obtain a licence, for which there is no charge from 
the Dept. for the Environment, Food and Rural 
affairs (DEFRA).
Burial at sea is only arranged at specific locations 
approved by DEFRA. Off the South Coast there is an 
approved location near Newhaven in Sussex and to 
the West of the Isle of Wight.
Funeral directors can arrange the burial for you or 
you could contact a charity such as The Maritime 
Volunteer Service. They have a vessel which is 
licensed by DEFRA to carry out committals in 
conjunction with your undertakers. To contact 
your local DEFRA look in your local telephone 
book and to contact the Maritime Volunteer 
Service call 01892 853500
Questions and answers provided by 
Able Community Care                                   
www.ablecommunitycare.com
And if you have a question, just ask them!
info@ablecommunitycare.com

QUESTION TIME
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THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH
April Quotes

“The sun was warm but the wind was chill.
You know how it is with an April day.
When the sun is out and the wind is still,
You’re one month on in the middle of May.
But if you so much as dare to speak,
a cloud come over the sunlit arch,
And wind comes off a frozen peak,
And you’re two months back in the middle of March.”
-  Robert Frost, Two Tramps in Mud Time, 1926 

“And Spring arose on the garden fair,
Like the Spirit of Love felt everywhere;
And each flower and herb on Earth’s dark breast
rose from the dreams of its wintry rest.”
-  Percy Bysshe Shelley, The Sensitive Plant 

“Come, fill the Cup, and in the Fire of Spring
The Winter Garment of Repentance fling:
The Bird of Time has but a little way
To fly--and Lo! the Bird is on the Wing.”
-  Omar Khayyám

“The first of April is the day we remember what 
we are the other 364 days of the year.”
-  Mark Twain

“Spring would not be spring without bird songs.”
-  Francis M. Chapman

“O Day after day we can’t help growing older.
Year after year spring can’t help seeming younger.
Come let’s enjoy our wine cup today,
Nor pity the flowers fallen.”
-  Wang Wei, On Parting with Spring  
Whan that Aprille with his shoures soote
The droghte of Marche hath perced to the roote,
And bathed every veyne in swich licour,
Of which vertu engendred is the flour.
-  Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales 
(opening lines)
Oh to be in England
Now that April’s there,
And whoever wakes in England
Sees, some morning, unaware,
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough
In England - now!
Robert Browning, Home Thoughts from Abroad

PHOTO FUN

Do you have any amusing photos of people or 
pets? Send them in! 

This month we have some famous people who 
look like cartoon characters or puppets!
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FUN COLUMN
Welcome to this month’s fun column. This time we 
have an interesting brain teaser and a joke for you!

PUZZLE
You walk upwards on an escalator, with a 
speed of 1 step per second. After 50 steps, 
you are at the end. You turn around and 
run downwards with a speed of 5 steps per 
second. After 125 steps, you are back at 
the beginning of the escalator. How many 
steps are there from bottom to top when the 
escalator is standing still?
We will print the answer in the next issue.

JOKE
Teacher: “If I gave you two cats, then another 
two cats, then another two, how many would 
you have?”
Johnny: “Eight.”
Teacher: “No, listen carefully... If I gave you two 
cats, then another two cats, then another two, 
how many would you have?”
Johnny: “Eight.”
Teacher: “Let me put it to you differently. If I gave 
you two apples, then another two apples, then 
another two, how many would you have?”
Johnny: “Six.”
Teacher: “Good. Now if I gave you two cats, then 
another two cats, then another two, how many 
would you have?”
Johnny: “Eight!”
Teacher: “Johnny, where on earth do you get 
eight from?!”
Johnny: “Because I already have two cats!”

Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
A REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS

THERE ARE VARIOUS POSTS TO BE FILLED:
• Help with the marina deliveries

• Committee members
• Chairperson post for shareholders

IF YOU WANT YOUR VILLAGE SHOP TO BE THERE FOR 
YOU THEN PLEASE BE THERE FOR IT!

SUPPORT US WITH YOUR HELP
It is just an hour or two of people’s time that we want!

Call in or ring 01380 739800
Email: janbarber03@gmail.com
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USEFUL TIPS & TRICKS

COULD YOU BE A 
SAMARITAN VOLUNTEER?

Volunteers have been the lifeblood of 
Samaritans since the organisation was first 
formed by Chad Varah in 1953.
Could you touch another person’s life 
when it really matters?
Each year volunteers give their time 
to deliver this essential service to the 
thousands of people who choose to contact 

us, and last year around 27,000 people 
contacted Swindon and District Samaritans.
Volunteers are usually asked to commit 
to 3 – 4 hours per week, including some 
overnight time.
TELEPHONE US TODAY!
To request a volunteer pack visit 
volunteering@samaritans.org
Telephone 01793 537373 or ring me, Sheila 
King, on 01380 720730.  
(I live in Rowde and would be happy to 
see anyone who is interested in becoming 
a Samaritan Volunteer)
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

This months special offer – only £35
3½ lb Beef Topside Roasting Joints

4 x 6oz Pork Steaks
2 Chicken Breast
2 x 1lb Diced Beef

10 Homemade Old English Pork Sausages
½ Dozen Free Range Eggs

Less than £1.35 per meal
All packed and labelled to your requirements

If you would like anything packed or butchered differently then 
please ask and we will be more than happy to help

Follow us for up to date monthly offers - 
https://www.facebook.com/stilesbutcher

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and 
to find out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday - Friday:  8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm
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FOURTH GENERATION INDEPENDENT FAMILY  
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN 
Incorporating Thomas Free & Sons of Marlborough Est. 1875 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk  wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com 

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. 
Est. 1932 

 

Marlborough:  
01672 512110 

Devizes: 
01380 722500 

 

              

                       
  I am an experienced, compassionate and professionally qualified counsellor  

based in a beautiful, waterside setting in Seend, Wiltshire and work with 
individuals and couples and specialise in the following areas: 

 
 Relationships    Anxiety 
 Stress     Depression 
 Self-Esteem    Addiction 
 Addictions     Trauma 

 
Contact me on 01380 828143 or 07970 277495 to discuss how I can help 

 
natasha.anscombe@starreach.co.uk                       www.starreach.co.uk 

 
 
 

Natasha Anscombe 
 

Family Consultant & Counsellor 
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Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village 
Hall) on a Saturday every four weeks, 
from 11.40am to 12.30pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/
CDs. It is also possible to reserve items 
that are not available on the van. The 
library van is wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire 
Library Service, log on to:                          
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof 
of your name and current address (for 

example an allowance book, bank/
building society statement, driving licence 
or official bill/invoice). 
Next dates for the Library van (all 
Saturdays):
1st & 29th April, 27th May, 24th June, 
22nd July.
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COME AND ENJOY
A SPRING CONCERT
BY THE WONDERFUL

AVEBURY VOCAL ENSEMBLE

7.30pm on Saturday 29th April
at St Nicholas Church, Bromham

Tickets £10 at door or in advance 
by calling 01380 850908 or 859632 

includes refreshments
Supporting the Friends of 

Bromham and Sandy Lane Churches

Spanish Evenings
Tuesday 23rd & Wednesday 24th May 2016

At 7.00pm
Three course meal - £22.50 to include

A free glass of Sangria
Hot & Cold Tapas

Vegetarian Paella/Fish Paella/Meat Paella
Catalan Bean & Spicy sausage/Salads

Selection of Desserts
Please bring your own drinks
Bottled & Tap water will be provided

Venue: Tower Hill, High Street, Rowde
Places are limited to 34 each night so please call

Jane & Gavin Moss on 01380 729160
Or e-mail jmosscadet@gmail.com to book your tickets

Places will be secured by payment on a first come, first served basis
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What’s Under Rowde….More?!! 

 

Archaeological Discoveries at  

Rowdefield Farm 
Have you ever wondered what historical links 
there are within the area of the village – following  
three years of digs at Rowdefield Farm - we are 
hosting another talk by Jan Dando of Wiltshire 
Archaeological and Natural History Society and  
Phil Andrews of Wessex Archaeology. They will be  
talking about the history below the soil, the finds  
and their significance. Further digging in 2016  
revealed more noteworthy finds, so come along for  
an update, or if you missed last year, join us for a  
riveting evening 
 

Wednesday 12th April 2017, 7.30pm 

£6 per person to include hot drinks and light refreshments in our training and 
meeting room 

To book - visit the web 

www.rowdefieldtraining.co.uk 

Or ‘phone 01380 723703        Email: john@rowdefieldfarm.co.uk 
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The George and Dragon
Pub, dining room & accommodation   Tel: 01380 723 053

April Specials
Spring Early Birds……

Monday to Friday Evenings 6pm – 7pm
Tuna & red onion brochettes, mixed leaf salad  £9

Char-grilled rib-eye steak with chips £12.50  
Beer battered whiting, chunky chips, mushy peas & tartare £7.50

G&D homemade fishcakes & chips £7

G&D Bedroom launch party
Monday 24th April  6pm to 8pm

The bedrooms have now been totally redecorated with the help 
of the lovely Tina Foster AKA “Mushroom” – her homeware & 

lifestyle business. There’s new wallpapers, new cushions (lots of 
cushions), new lights, new paint, the list goes on…we would love 
you to pop over and have a look and have some complimentary 

nibbles & glass of wine.

Don’t forget our earlier opening hours
The G&D is now open from 6pm each night

(closed Sunday night)

As always we look forward to seeing you at the pub.
If you are new to the village please pop in and say hello

Chippy & The G&D Team  

Easter Sunday
Delicious 3 course menu on Sunday 16th March.
Midday & 3pm sittings. £25 pp & kids £12.50 each.

Tombo’s Spring Menu tasting & supper
Come and try out Tom’s delicious new Spring menu dishes paired with 

some yummy new wines going onto our wine list. Places are limited 
£30pp includes food & wine. 
Thursday 27th April at 7pm 
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Wiltshire Music Centre Programme for April
Ashley Road • Bradford on Avon • BA15 1DZ
For more information, call 01225 860 110 or 
please visit: www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk  

SUN 2 APR 2PM
THE ROYAL OPERA MADAMA BUTTERFLY (ENCORE)
Livestream opera: Puccini’s celebrated and 
deeply poignant opera
£15 / £3 Under-18s + students

FRI 7 APR 7.30PM
CLARE TEAL
Leading lady of UK jazz follows in the footsteps of 
Ella, Nina and Peggy
Award-winning singer and BBC Radio 2 presenter 
Clare Teal promises a night of unbridled 
entertainment. From swing to sublime ballads, 
Teal’s performances with her Trio are renowned 
across the country for their fabulous arrangements 
interspersed with warm and witty storytelling.
£23 / £11.50 Under-18s + students

SAT 8 APR 7.30PM
CITY OF LONDON SINFONIA
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS The Lark Ascending, FINZI 
Clarinet Concerto, BRITTEN Folk Song Suite 
BEETHOVEN Symphony No 7 in A major
Michael Collins conductor / clarinet, Alexandra 
Wood leader / violin
£28 / £14 Under-18s + students

SUN 9 APR 3PM
THE UGLY SWANLING FAMILY SHOW
Interactive story-telling and live music for little ones
Ages 5+
2PM PLAYSHOP
Come along before the show to fly like a swan, wriggle 
like a rat, then learn a dance routine to perform in the 
show! Free to ticket holders / book early as places limited.
£8 / £4 Under-18s

TUE 11 APR 7.15PM
THE ROYAL BALLET JEWELS (LIVE)
Now celebrating its 50th year, George 
Balanchine’s sparkling ballet still shines with all 
the brilliance of the gemstones that inspired it
£15 / £3 Under-18s +  students

WED 12 APR 7.30PM
THE SHEE
Traditional Scottish folk and bluegrass six-piece 
celebrate 10 years together
The Shee have undoubtedly earned the respect of 
their peers. Celebrating their ten-year milestone, 
the band perform brand new pieces from their 
acclaimed anniversary album, Continuum.
£16 / £8 Under-18s + students / Bring your Kid for £1

FRI 21 APR 7.30PM
WEST OF ENGLAND YOUTH ORCHESTRA
A night at the opera with top class youth orchestra
Programme to include excerpts from VERDI La 

Forza del Destino and La Traviata, PUCCINI La 
Bohème and BIZET Carmen
Join some of the finest young musicians in the South 
West as they show off outstanding orchestral playing.
£15 / £9 Under-18s + students

SAT 22 APR 2PM
MELVYN TAN PIANO MASTERCLASS
A fascinating insight into piano mastery
In this engaging and informative public 
masterclass, Melvyn Tan coaches a group of 
outstanding young pianists and gives them 
performance tips and interpretive guidance.  £5

SAT 22 APR 7.30PM
MELVYN TAN PIANO
BEETHOVEN Bagatelles Op 126, Sonata No 30 
Op 109, DOVE Catching Fire, LISZT Sonata in B 
minor S178
Internationally acclaimed for the wit, poetry and 
warmth of his playing, Melvyn Tan has received 
ovations throughout the world for his intelligent 
interpretations and bold programming. 
£22 / £11 Under-18s & students

SUN 23 APR 3PM
LONDON SWING ORCHESTRA
A Celebration for the Feast of St George: Mad 
Dogs & Englishmen
The fantastic London Swing Orchestra bring you a 
special St George’s Day programme, featuring vintage 
hits from the 1930s and 1940s as played by the Great 
British dance bands in this elegant matinée. 
£20 / £10 Under-18s

THU 27 APR 7PM
WINE TASTING WITH JAZZ
At Great Western Wine, Bath
A unique wine tasting and jazz night
Demystify the world of wine in a relaxed environment 
with this special tasting experience. With a great range 
of distinctive award-winning wines to try, opportunities 
to buy at discounted rates and enthralling live jazz, this 
is a laid-back and sociable experience to enjoy with 
friends, colleagues or a partner.  £15 

SAT 29 APR 7.30PM
THOMAS GOULD VIOLIN / GWILYM SIMCOCK 
PIANO
Bach’s violin music reimagined by WMC Jazz 
Artist in Residence
Eminent in their respective fields of jazz piano 
and classical violin, longstanding collaborators 
Thomas Gould and Nimmo Artist in Residence 
Gwilym Simcock join forces for a genre-crossing 
programme that navigates the boundaries 
between notated and improvised music.
£18 / £9 Under-18s + students

SUN 30 APR 7.30PM
THE UNTHANKS
How the wild wind blows - the songs and poems 
of Molly Drake
£20 / £10 Under-18s + students
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GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890

Registered Charity No 1153790
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust provide a Courtesy Home Security Service for elderly, 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people living in Wiltshire, who have become, or are at 
risk of becoming victims of house crime or domestic abuse. 
Our operators will carry out a full security and fire risk assessment before fitting 
the appropriate security devices.   If you are over 60 or vulnerable due to a mental 
or physical disability and don’t feel that you have adequate home security please 
contact us to arrange a visit.

Tel No: 01380 861155     Email: bobbyvan@wiltshire.police.uk
www.wiltshirebobbyvan.org.uk

The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 
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Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, nonprofit 
making publication we still do our best 
to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

Greyhound 
Rescue    
West of
England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural Stone

Call Mike Foster on - 01380 720987 - Mobile: 07835 213112
Email: mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web: mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call for a free quotation
Fully insured, quality workmanship

Fitting - Supply - Design Services for Floor and Wall Tiling
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T.M.DICKINSON
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING

External and Internal
Local and Independent

Free estimates
Fully insured
Quality finish
01380 293110
07542606191

tmdickinson77@gmail.com

4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 739835
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Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2015
En suite Rooms from £60 single 

and £80 double
Our own hens eggs in the all-inclusive 
cooked breakfast. Also use of guest 
lounge, sauna, Wi-Fi, garden and POD Point 
Electric car charger, included in room price. 
Mention Rowde mag for 5% off, Telephone 
bookings only.
Tel: Mary and Ben Bentley 
on 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

Or book on-line via web-site 
www.vinecottagebb.co.uk 
or FaceBook page,
www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of 
your Rowde Village News in any way or 
would like to give us feedback (good or 
bad) or discuss any magazine issues 
then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   PLEASE 

REMEMBER
to mention where 

you saw the 
advert when you 
contact any of 

our advertisers!

Full term, concession and drop-in rates available.
Beginners and experienced yogis are welcome.

Call or email for bookings and further details.

theo@wildyoga.co.uk 07818401110 www.wildyoga.co.uk
Rebalance mind, body and soul with a smile.
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Move.Every.Day.
Currently running classes:

@ Hft, Rowde:
Mondays:  6.15 pm - Improvers
  7.30 pm - Intermediates
Tuesdays:  7.00 pm - Improvers
@ Dance Studio, Bath Road, Devizes:
Tuesdays:   9.30 am - Intermediates +
Thursdays: 9.30 am - Improvers/  
    Intermediates
    10.35 am - Beginners

To book your place or for any enquiries please email suzijj@rocketmail.com 
or call Suzan on 01380 729791

New classes starting throughout the year!               

Wiltshire Council

Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 

Temporary Closure of: A342 (Part) Dunkirk Hill and Devizes Road, Devizes and Rowde 
(Ref: TTRO 4713) 

Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close temporarily to 
all traffic:  

A342 (Part) Dunkirk Hill and Devizes Road, Devizes and Rowde; from its junction with A361 
Bath Road to its junction with C249 Conscience Lane, Rowde. 

To enable: Wiltshire Council to carry out carriageway reconstruction work, surface dressing 
and road markings.

Alternative route: via A361 – A365 – Spa Road – Snowberry Lane / Melksham Relief Road 
/ Eastern Way – A3102 – A342 (unaffected length) and vice versa. 

The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.  

This Order will come into operation on 26 April 2017 and it is anticipated that the closure will 
be required daily between the hours of 07.00 and 18.00 until 5 May 2017. It is anticipated 
that the works will take the stated duration to complete depending upon weather conditions. 
Access will be maintained for residents and businesses, although delays are likely due to the 
nature of the works. The Order will have a maximum duration of 18 months.  

For further information please contact Steve Hawkins (Eurovia) on 07834 503477. 

Sustainable Transport Group, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN 

20 April 2017 

Public Notice - Temporary Road Closure
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: sales@stat-cup.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 399473 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558
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YET ANOTHER STEWSDAY SUCCESS
Dear All
Thank you to everyone that came along to 
Stewsday at the Cross Keys in Rowde on Monday 
6th March.
It was another wonderfully successful night
Special thanks to Bernie, Mary and Michol who 
helped Gavin with all the cooking, Lusi and 
Manessa who made the amazing curry and 
the other vegetarian options, Maureen for the 
Ratatouille and of course everyone that brought 
along the puddings and Raffle prizes or made a 
financial donation. 
Also thanks to Amanda, Wesley, Jasmine, Tayte, 
Kiah, Thalia, Jenny. Mike and Mary who helped with 
the setting up of the Skittle Alley, selling Raffle tickets 
and serving out of the food - Without them Stewsday 
would not happen or be as successful as it is.
Last but not least thank you to Kelly and all her team 
at The Cross Keys for everything that they did to 
help make this another brilliant night.
The ticket sales and the raffle (£122 ) made a profit of 
£665.00 which will go to St Matthew’s Church.
There are two more fundraising events planned 
which will be two Spanish nights in May and a 
Salads and Puddings night in August.
Thanks again
Gavin & Jane
MISSING PERSON
Good Evening,
I’ve just had DC Alisa Murdoch contact me 
regarding Belinda Rainey. She is missing and has 
been known to sleep outdoors in Rowde. Please 
can you keep an eye out for her and distribute this 
poster on your social media sites and to anyone 
who you know. 
She has been missing for some time and Wiltshire 
police have also been enquiring about her.
Thanks you for your help
Sarah Bowler
Editor’s Note: See poster on page 31 and let 
me know on watters.alan@gmail.com if you 
want me to email you a copy of the poster.
HAS ROWDE BECOME LESS 
FRIENDLY?
On Thursday 9th March my wife and I took our two 
dogs (a King Charles spaniel and a Cross Border 
collie) up to the Cafe on the Caen Hill Flight. 
Having enjoyed a nice cup of Coffee and a biscuit 
we made our way down the north bank of the 
canal towards Rowde Road. Almost at the bottom 
we saw a new set of steps leading down into the 
new wood plantation. The collie went first (off her 
lead) followed by the spaniel (also off his lead). On 
reaching ground level the collie was set upon by an 
off-the-lead long haired Alsatian that had suddenly 
broken through a hedge barking and snarling. She 
yelped and the owner of the dog who had another 
dog with him on a lead, rapidly got the attacking 

LETTERS
dog and took it back calmly walking away without a 
word of apology or explanation to us!
It wasn’t until the following day that we noticed a 
hole where the Alsatian had bitten the collie, so we 
took her to McQueen’s Veterinary centre where 
she was given two injections and a course of 
antibiotics (at a cost of £82)!
If you are walking your dogs in this area, do take 
care if you see these two large Alsatians.
“Rev” from Plymouth
Editor’s note 1: Two photographs of the injury were 
also supplied but were too graphic for us to print.
Editor’s note 2: I mentioned this incident to Kathryn and 
Chris in the village who have two alsations and a cockapoo 
as I bump into them quite often when I walk Ollie across 
the fields next to Sands Lane. Kathryn and Chris would like 
to assure people in the village that the incident is nothing to 
do with their two German Shepherds.
NEW GRANT-AIDED BUSINESS
Hi, my name is Carolynn and I have recently started 
my own painting and decorating business in the 
Devizes area.  I thought I would introduce myself and 
give you a little background to me and my business.
I have always been a keen DIYer with the role-
reversal quite strong in our household – my 
husband cooking the Sunday roast and me 
frequently with drill or paint brush in my hand!  I 
have always been quite artistic and have painted 
several murals for my, and other children’s, rooms.  
From Beatrix Potter to Snow White and Winnie the 
Pooh to Lightning McQueen!
I decided to start Cee Cee Painting & Decorating 
Services last November (having married my 
husband after 10 years they are now my initials!).  
The double ‘e’ was to make it more feminine and 
I have promoted the use of DECORATRESS as 
I feel it important to promote the fact I am female 
(perhaps it will get in the dictionary eventually!).  
With help from Job Seekers and the New 
Enterprise Allowance, who gave me a Business 
Mentor to help with my financial and business 
forecasts.  With a grant, I was able to purchase 
some vital equipment  such as ladders, tools, 
dust sheets etc  and since then, I have had some 
interesting painting jobs that have already lead 
to repeat business.  It has included hallways, 
shop fronts and interiors with some exciting and 
dramatic colour changes.
I created web and Facebook pages to show some 
of my work and promote the business.  With a 
growing number of female trades-people, there 
is a call for more women to go into such a ‘male 
dominated’ area.  We appeal to a different clientele 
– older people, women on their own with small 
children and people who just feel more comfortable 
with a woman in the house.
To find out more, please contact me for a no-
obligation quote and to discuss your ideas.
Cee Cee Painting & Decorating Services:
Mobile: 07881 200218
Email: ceeceedecoratress@gmail.com
Web: ceeceedecoratress.co.uk
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PART TIME WORKERS WANTED
The George and Dragon is looking 
for part time staff in the pub/
restaurant. We are also looking for a 
cook/chef with flexible hours
Call Chippy on 01380 723053 for 
more info.

FOR SALE
Wonderful collection of 26 
twentieth century Lilliput Lane 
models.                  
Well looked after. 
£50 ono for the lot or individual offers.
Phone 07886870053 or email   
watters.alan@gmail.com for list.

FOR SALE
Large Antique above-mantle Mirror

In good condition for age. 750mm 
x 500mm mirror size and 1120mm 
x 800mm overall.
Offers to Ann or Alan in aid of 
Rowdeford School
Phone 01380724788
or email watters.alan@gmail.com

How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact Julie on juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07796690413, giving a brief description 
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

FREE Classified Ads

ORGAN - FREE TO A GOOD HOME 
If anyone is interested, please contact:
Ms Freda Tumber, 
e-mail: fredatumber4@btinternet.com
 Tel: 01380 725296
FOR SALE
Gent’s Bicycle - Raleigh
Old but serviceable!
£20
Contact Hugh or Judy on 01380 721973

FOR SALE

BMW Series 3 diesel tourer – 3 
years old with less than 21,000 on 
the clock.
X drive, which means all four 
wheels separately driven – 
excellent on icy roads.
Available in April as soon as 
new replacement of same model 
is delivered.
£21,000 
Ring 01380 724212 to arrange 
viewing.
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 172914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

Mini Sudoku (easy this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (difficult this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

5 2 6
3 2

3 4
2 5
4 1

6 1

8 7 6
6 5

9 2 4
8 9 4

6 9
4 7 3 8

8 7 1
1 9 8 3 7

9

1 5 4 3 6 2
2 3 6 5 4 1
3 2 1 4 5 6
6 4 5 2 1 3
5 1 2 6 3 4
4 6 3 1 2 5

8 2 5 4 1 9 3 7 6
7 1 9 2 3 6 8 5 4
4 6 3 7 8 5 2 1 9
1 7 6 5 2 8 4 9 3
3 5 2 1 9 4 6 8 7
9 8 4 6 7 3 1 2 5
2 4 1 3 5 7 9 6 8
5 3 8 9 6 1 7 4 2
6 9 7 8 4 2 5 3 1
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
H S Stiles & Son Ltd                 36
Rowde Village Shop             various pages
Silkwise Catering          6

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son Ltd         37
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                38
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
D J Bewley Funeral Directors         43

TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       48
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)        5
St John’s Adult Education           49
Photocopying & Laminating Service     15
Family Consultant & Counsellor                  37

ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew       5
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          34

HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)               19
House Cleaning (Martina)       44
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      15
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     44
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       15
Adams Renovations                  18
Hestia Soft Furnishings       48
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     43
KFR (used furniture and white goods)     44
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      52
Mike’s Tiling Service          44
T M Dickinson Painting & Decorating     45
Brinton Brothers (Builders)         6
Cee Cee Painting & Decorating      27
GARDEN SERVICES:
Willis Garden Services       23
Help in your Garden – Helen      23
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       38
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      49
PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow                    27
Vine Cottage B&B                 46
The Owl         25
The George and Dragon                 41

The Farm Cookery School                   6
Avalon Lodge B&B                      18
HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     48
Active Plus for over 60s       23
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     18
Beechwood Beauty        52
Wiltshire Mind        18
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      46
The Sycamore Centre       46
Pilates Classes        47
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club        25
Greyhound Rescue        44
MISCELLANEOUS:
Agri Services (agricultural & equine)     22
Logs and Kindling        13
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       43
Nursery – Townsend Barn       45
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      25
Rowde Village Website         2
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      38
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    34
Claire Perry         23
4Children           45
J F Chimney Sweep        13
Cut & Go Mobile Hairdresser               46
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the parish, 
or if you have a personal item to sell, then 
contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 or by 
email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the RVN, or have 
any other questions about its distribution then 
contact: Jan Emm on 01380 725455 or by 
email at jan.emm@hft.org.uk

Joke
Teacher: “Kids, what does the little chicken 
give you?”
Pupil: “Meat!”
Teacher: “Very good! Now what does the 
big pig give you?”
Pupil: “Bacon!”
Teacher: “Great! And what does the fat 
cow give you?”
Pupil: “Homework!”
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Allotments
Chris Stevens, Tel: 01380 738438
Bell Ringing
Friday evenings, Bell Tower, St 
Matthew’s Church at 7pm
Contact Richard Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays 8 pm in Village Hall
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Children’s Art & Craft Classes
Hayley Mitchell  01225458679
hayleymitchell@thecreationstation.co.uk

Church Coordinator
Benefice Administrator:
Sarah Bowler 07747709492

Church Choir
Junior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
6.15 pm
Victoria Bolley 01225 972096
Senior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
7.00 pm
Gavin Moss 01380 729160
Church Wardens
Michael Cornwell Tel: 01380 722855
Gavin Moss Tel: 01380 729160
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717
Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094
Footpaths
Ben Bentley 01380 728360
Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755
Hospitals
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel: 723511
Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100
Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in the month at 8 pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel: 0300 4560100
Devizes Town Council 722160
Neighbourhood Police Team
Jo Newbury Rural Beat Manager
PCSO Fiona Marlow
PCSO Ellen Carter
Google devizes npt to contact the 
team on
www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk>devizes
Parish Council
Chair - Mr Steve Mundy
Tel: 01380 727598
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 01380 720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Playing Fields
For playing field bookings 
please contact the Parish 
Council Clerk on 01380 720988 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes Police  Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 739567
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053
Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174
Roads/Pavements
‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100
Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788 
Rowde Rainbows
Meet: Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15pm
Contact: Pam Ridley 01380 730442           
Email: RowdeRainbows@gmail.com
Rowde Village News
Alan Watters, Tel: 01380 724788

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher - Lorraine Colquhoun 
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head Teacher
Ingrid Sidmouth Tel: 850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa Lancaster, Tel: 725455
Sewing Circle
Ring Yvonne on 01380 728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R H Reeves 725072
J Dalley 07592 063789
Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30 
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held in Village Hall first Tuesday in 
the month at 2.30 pm.
Mrs D Ellis, Tel: 722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Fete - Lisa Mundy
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 727598
Village Shop
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
or contact Rebekah 01380 720988
Youth Club
Iain Marr 01380 738096

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in the contacts 
page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
5 April  Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall                                         
  (Note: Deadline for election nominations is 4pm on 4th April)
12 April What’s Under Rowde? (see page 40)
20 April Holiday Special Day (see page 39)
21 to 28 April Marlborough Open Studios Preview Show (see page 27)
23 April Plant Fair (see page 13)
24 April G&D Bedroom Launch Party (see page 41)
26 April Hft Recruitment drop-in day (see back cover)
26 April Road Closure begins (see page 47)
27 April Spring Menu Tasting & Supper (see page 41)
29 April Ploughman’s Lunch (see page 26)
29 April Spring Concert (see page 39)
4 May  Parish Council Elections (see pages 19 & 21)
10 May Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
22 May Annual Village Meeting at Rowdefield Farm (see page 8)
23/24 May Spanish Evenings (see page 39)
27 May Ciderfest (see page 25)
14 June Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
16/17 June Music Festival (see page 17)
17 June Pop Up Circus (see page 26)
12 July  Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
5 August Flower Show
15 August Salds and Puddings Night (see letter on page 50)
13 September Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
16 September Ploughman’s Lunch
11 October Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
8 November Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
2 December Christmas Bazaar

Rowde, Cross Keys   0720  0750  0903  0923  1018  1048  1218  1248  1348  1448  1640  1723  1815 
Devizes, Market Place   0728  0803  0911  0931  1026  1056  1226  1256  1356  1456  1648  1731  1823
Rowde, Cross Keys   0739 0816 0919 0939 1036 1136 1236 1336 1421 1556 1656 1741 1831  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0817 0839  - * -  1007   - * -  1204  - * -  1404  - * -  1629 1729 1814  - * - 

(- * - ends at Calne)

New Bus timetable from 9th January 2017 for Service numbers 33 & 33X

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add approximately 6 minutes to times shown

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0800 0930 1110 1250 1500 1640 1815 
Devizes, Market Place  0808 0938 1118 1258 1508 1648 1823
Rowde, Cross Keys   0816 0946 1126 1306 1516 1656 1801  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0846 1019 1159 1339 1549 1729 1834

Saturday (all journeys are on service 33)

For the most reliable and up to date source of information please go to www.
faresaver.co.uk or for further details of this service or to report a problem please call 

01249444444 or email enquiries@faresaver.co.uk

1510  Devizes School via Caen Hill and Marsh Lane to Rowde 
1525  Rowde School via Marsh Lane and Caen Hill to Devizes Market Place 

Additional journeys on 
Schooldays only:



At Hft, we believe everyone has the right to the best life 
possible. That includes people with a learning disability. 
If you’re interested in helping to change someone’s life 
by becoming a support worker, pop in and have a chat 
with us about our current vacancies in Rowde.

Our recruitment drop-in days give you the opportunity 
to find out more about working at Hft, our training and 
career development and our fantastic staff benefits. We 
offer a salary of up to £8.40ph for relief workers and 
£7.50ph for support workers.

Recruitment 
drop-in day 

If you can’t make this event but are still interested, 
call 01380 725455, email hftwiltshire@hft.org.uk 
or visit www.hft.org.uk/jobs

Hft Wiltshire
Email: info@hft.org.uk 

Company registered in England No. 734984 Registered charity No. 313069 Patron HRH The Princess Royal

Wednesday 26th April 2017 

Marsh Hall, Furlong Close, Marsh Lane 
Rowde, near Devizes SN10 2TQ 

Pop in any time between 10am and 12pm 
for a cuppa and an informal chat about 
becoming an Hft Support Worker.

Drop in Day A3 poster Rowde 090317.indd   1 09/03/2017   11:46:28


