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FOOD TIMES
Every day Lunch 12.00- 2.30
Every evening 6.00 - 9.00

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 11.00
Friday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - Midnight
Saturday:
      all day 12.00 to midnight
Sunday:
      all day 12.00 to 11.00pm

Sunday Carvery, good quality 
Pub food & Ales

Quiz every Sunday evening 
starting at 8pm

Chip Shop Friday 5.30 to 9.00
Eat in or Take Away

Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Rebekah Jeffries and she can be 
contacted at rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com or 01380 720988.

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729459

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

This month’s front cover shows a view looking 
east from the top of St Matthew’s Church (can 
you see your house from here?)
Photograph by Alan Watters

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Happy New Year readers and welcome to the 
first edition in 2016 of the Rowde Village News. 
I hope you enjoy reading it.
As always there are some great articles and 
reports for you to read this month and this 
includes a variety of topics of interest to us all. 
These include a seminar on how to use our 
new defibrillator (page 44), a local archaeology 
talk all about what lies under Rowde (page 
19), a bus services review (page 30) and 
Government advice on what we should when it 
snows (pages 30 & 31).
The local news pages (28 to 32) are busy 
again this month as are the readers letters (see 
pages 45 and 46).
And you can also follow the fortunes of our 
local football team in the local news pages. It 
would be great too if a few more people could 
give them a bit of support when they have a 
home game on a Sunday morning so why not 
go along sometime and check them out? Read 
their latest match reports on page 31.
Also, looking forward, there are lots of events being 
organised in the coming months and you can find all 
the dates to note in your diary in our village diary on 
page 51.
Finally, if anyone in the village has any old 
black and white photographs of the village or 
surrounding area could you email them to us with 
a description and we will feature them over the 
coming months. And if you only have prints then 
just drop them in to Rowde Court Studios. I will 
scan them and give you them back.
Mind how you go, Ed
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
The members of the Ladies Club were pleased to 
welcome to their Christmas evening on November 
24th members of Devizes Evening W.I. and the 
Bromham Wives Group.
The entertainment was provided by Mrs.Jean Collens, 
also from Bromham, who kept everyone amused with 
her Christmas tales. A very tasty buffet supper was 
provided by the members.
Raffle winners were: M.Aston, R.Stevens, S.Elvin, 
D.Ellis, P.Cornell, K.Maslen, Louise, P.King, M.Siburn, 
S.Spark and M.Hayter.
There was no meeting in December, first meeting of the 
New Year was on January 26th where Mrs.P.Hawkins 
gave another of her delightful slide shows.
Di. Buckland, Secretary

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

The members held their Christmas Dinner at the 
Three Magpies at Seend on Dec.ember 1st which 
we all enjoyed.
The first meeting of 2016 was held on January 
5th in the Village Hall when a Congratulations 
Card was presented to Vic Reed on receiving the 
Chevalier de la Legion D’Honneur medal.
We are all proud of what you did for us Vic!
It was also time to celebrate the birthday of our 
friend Moo Noad with the usual ‘Tipple and Cake’!
Card Bingo followed with the winners being 
Mrs.D.Reeves and Mrs.P.Chorley.
The next meeting will be held on February 2nd at 
2.30pm in the Village Hall when we hope to see 
you there!
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
On the three evenings prior to the Christmas 
Bazaar, which was held on December 5th, a 
number of ‘brave souls’ toured the village with 
Father Christmas collecting items for the Bazaar.
Many thanks to the Handy family for all their 
hard work with Father Christmas’s transport.
Over £900 was made at this event for Hall funds. 
As well as the usual Stalls, Competitions, Raffles 
etc. we had the added attraction of the beautiful 
Fair Ground Organ playing music in the car park 
for all to enjoy.  
Many thanks to the forty or so people who 
helped with this event.                                            
Raffle winners were: Whisky - Juliette Martin,  
Wine -  Alan Reynolds, Wine - Daphne Ellis.
Teddy Bear- Stella Elvin.
Grand Raffle: S.Bowden, Charlie Plumb, 
R.Jeffries, M.Bishop, G.Underwood, M.Handy, 
A.Martin, S.Knapp, C.Plumb, P.Bruce, D.Reed, 
G.Harris, R.Stevens, S.Elvin, R.Davis, 
M.Hamblin, Joan, S.Hicketts, S.Edwards, 
A.Stewart, Hayley, J.Frost, Buster Plumb, 
J.Briggs, B.Luke, D.Clark, Victoria, M.Hayter, 
J.Daley, G.Wright, R.Frost, Y.Reynolds, 
M.Hiscocks and Betty Plumb.
The  A.G.M. will be held on February 2nd at 8pm 
and there will be a Table Top Sale on March 5th.
Dates for the Diary:
MARCH 5th - TABLE TOP SALE
APRIL 30th - PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
JULY 2nd - VILLAGE FETE
AUGUST 6th - FLOWER SHOW
OCTOBER 1st - PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
DECEMBER 3rd - CHRISTMAS BAZAAR   
B Barrett, Chairman

HIWAY CLUB
The HIway Club (for the Hearing Impaired) held 
their Christmas party on November 25th in the 
Village Hall. Mrs.M.Burbidge kindly did the catering 
for a most enjoyable Ploughman’s Supper.
A ‘Sing a Long’ of Christmas songs with Miss 
N.Drew playing the Keyboard followed then 
everyone received a small gift and Christmas 
cards were distributed.
Raffle winners were: M.Hayter, J.Minty, S.Drew, 
L.Harris, P.McDonald, D.Buckland, J.Frost, 
B.Barrett, N.Drew, J.Wright, Y.Atkins and 
M.Burbidge.
The next meeting will be held on January 27th 
in the Village Hall at 7.30pm when we will have 
welcomed back Alan Truscott to tell us about 
his many collections.
For any more information regarding the HIway Club 
please contact either Barrie 722186 or Di 723049.
Di. Buckland (Secretary)

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
We have had a busy couple of months.  In November 
we sent off 11 shoe boxes to Operation Christmas 
Child, packed with toys and gifts donated by members.  
In December we were busy making mincemeat 
and then mince pies, which were much enjoyed.  At 
our last meeting before Christmas we were treated 
to a Christmas carol concert by the children of St 
Nicholas School choir.  They were fantastic, from the 
youngest (aged 4) to the oldest.  How they managed 
to remember so many tunes and all those words was 
amazing.  Thank you.  We enjoyed a lovely Christmas 
lunch at The Owl before our annual break over 
Christmas.  Thank you for all our volunteers for your 
hard work, Kevin at the Greyhound for the delicious 
lunches and to all our members for making Monday 
Club so special in 2015.  We look forward to 2016!
Caroline Culley, 01380 850531 or 07557 983940
THE MONDAY CLUB IS A COMMUNITY DAY 
CENTRE AND LUNCHEON CLUB FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND HOUSEBOUND RESIDENTS 
OF BROMHAM & ROWDE. IT IS GRANT 
AIDED THROUGH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL, 
AND SUPPORTED BY AGE UK.
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PHOTO FUN

Do you have any amusing photos of people or 
pets? Send them in! 

This month we have some amusing photos that 
have been taken at just the right moment.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Anyway 
People are often unreasonable, illogical, and 
self-centered;
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of 
selfish, ulterior motives;
Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some false 
friends and some true enemies;
Succeed anyway.
Words of wisdom If you are honest and frank, 
people may cheat you;
Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building,
someone could destroy overnight;
Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be 
jealous;
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget 
tomorrow;
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may 
never be enough.
Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.
And in the final analysis, Its not about what they 
think of you, its what you think of you ....anyway.
…and here’s a thought for the day 
you are reading this:
“Like me or not, life is too short and you cannot 
please everyone so don’t try. You must please 
yourself. And if you do please someone else 
along the way, that my friend is a bonus.”
J Lee

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have 
it publicised to over 600 households 
in the parish, or if you have a personal 
item to sell, then contact: Julie Baker 
on 07796690413 or by email at        
juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk
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Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the parish, 
or if you have a personal item to sell, then 
contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 or by 
email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the RVN, or have 
any other questions about its distribution then 
contact: Jan Emm on 01380 725455 or by 
email at jan.emm@hft.org.uk

convenience DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information given and 
views expressed in this magazine are generally 
as supplied by the contributors. Our personal 
comments may sometimes be expressed in 
the editorial on page 3 and if our views are 
given elsewhere, they will be credited as so. 
In addition, much of the local news items is 
sourced directly from other publications and 
the internet. We therefore apologise for any 
inaccuracies published but regrettably we have 
no control over this possibility happening. We 
will however publish any corrections notified to 
us as soon as possible.
Alan Watters, Editor

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB
It was a ‘free read’ in January and at the February Book Club meeting we will be discussing ‘Wild: 
A Journey from Lost to Found’ by Cheryl Strayed.  Please note that, due to the popularity of the 
Rowde Book Club, we are unable to take on any new members for the foreseeable future.

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
JUST A REMINDER

on
Tuesday February 2nd 2016

THE ANNNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WILL BE HELD at 8pm

We have vacancies for elected Members 
(Trustees) to the Committee

Any Lady or Gent may contact B Barrett on 
722186 or b.barrett915@btinternet.com for 

further details if interested.

Another STEWSDAY 
Tuesday 23rd February 2016

TAKE A NIGHT OFF FROM COOKING?
At St Matthew’s Church, Rowde – 6.30 pm

There will be a range of one pot meals on offer such as:
Beef Bourguignon, Lancashire Hotpot, French Cassoulet

Vegetable Curry, Chicken Tagine
Followed by

A selection of puddings 
ADULTS £7.00 / CHILDREN (Under 12) £3.00

Places are limited 
Please ring Gavin Moss on 01380 729160 or 

E-mail mosscadet@lineone.net 
to reserve your tickets. 
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Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council 
meetings in December 2015 and January 2016 were:

Defibrillator training

Villagers are invited to attend a free training course 
on how to use the defibrillator. The training will 
be held in the Cross Keys pub (Skittles Alley), on 
Tuesday 23rd February, at 7.30pm. Please see 
poster on page 44.
The defibrillator has been installed at the side of the 
main entrance to the Cross Keys pub. Mr Stephen 
Reed, landlord of the Cross Keys, is thanked for all 
of his help and co-operation to allow the defibrillator 
to be installed.  
Financial matters
The Parish Council voted to increase the precept by 
4%. The total amount requested is £28,833.45. It was 
noted that this will result in a £2.25 per year increase 
for a Band D property. County Cllr Anna Cuthbert 
commented that other agencies are likely to increase 
their portion of the Council Tax too. The Police & Crime 
Commissioner is proposing a 1.9% increase. The Fire 
& Rescue Service has received ministerial approval for 
a 5% increase. The Revenue support grant received 
by the Parish Council from central government through 
Wiltshire Council has been cut this year by 82%
o Jubilee Funds
The amount remaining in the Jubilee Fund: £116.57, 

Steve Mundy           Chair; Village Hall Liaison       steve.mundy@gmail.com      01380 727598
Ben Bentley            Roads, transport & footpaths       vinecottagebb@btinternet.com   01380 728360
John Dalley             Sports & Playing Fields           rowdesports@hotmail.co.uk    07592 063789
John Hawkins         Planning                                    jwhawkinsuk@gmail.com      01380 722302
Andrew Seedhouse   Rowde’s Future (Neighbourhood Planning)  seedhouse3@gmail.com      01380 829663
Chris Stevens         Allotments                    01380 738438
Lesley Stewart        Finance                                      lesleystewart493@hotmail.com         
Gemma Sartin         Youth link                                  gemma.sartin@yahoo.co.uk    07736550836
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY
Rebekah Jeffries    Clerk                                          rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com   01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Anna Cuthbert Wiltshire Councillor                   anna.cuthbert@wiltshire.gov.uk    07980 045351 
   

Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne

has been transferred to the Parish Council account 
and ring-fenced for a future community event. 
Allotment rents
It was proposed at the Parish Council meeting 
in January 2016 that the allotment rents will be 
increased in 2017. This increase will cover the 
cost of membership to the Allotments Association. 
Allotment tenants will be given one year’s notice of 
the intended rent increase.
Bungalow development in Rowde
The planning application was approved by the 
Planning Committee at Wiltshire Council on Thursday 
10th December 2015.  Wiltshire Council is now in the 
process of tendering for the project and will meet with 
the design team in mid-January. Further updates will 
be sent to the Parish Council when they are available. 
Neighbourhood Planning
• There were two public meetings to discuss the 
proposal to have a Neighbourhood Plan for the village. 
The meetings were held on Saturday 14th November 
2015 from 10am – 12pm in Rowde Primary Academy 
School & Wednesday 18th November 2015 from 
8.00pm – 10.00pm in the Village Hall. 
• Everyone in the village was invited to attend. 
There were 48 attendees over the two dates, with 
29 people willing to help in some capacity in a 
Neighbourhood Steering Group. 
• No one voted in support of a ‘Village 
Design Statement’. All voted in favour of having a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
• It was suggested that points of reference 
are set by the Parish Council to guide the Steering 
Group. It is anticipated that a steering group will 
meet in the New Year. 
Good Neighbour Co-ordinator 
Wiltshire Council’s partnership with Community 
First is due to end in April 2016. This will impact on 
the Good Neighbour Co-ordinator role as Wiltshire 
Council look to ‘work differently and facilitate local 
well-being through the county Area Boards’.
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Playground Repairs
Further repairs are due to be carried out on the play 
equipment in the small playing field and the large 
playing field. 
Highways update
Sands Lane 
Wiltshire Council has confirmed that as Sands Lane 
is a tarmacked bridleway, the maintenance of it is the 
responsibility of the Highways department. Wiltshire 
Council will fill the worst of the potholes but no priority 
will be given to the track over roads and pavements. 
Conscience Lane
It was noted by a member of the audience that 
there have been three accidents on Conscience 
Lane in recent weeks. It was noted that a longer 
term solution to the condition and the use of the 
road will need to be sought through the Area Board 
and CATG. The Highways Department at Wiltshire 
Council continue to carry out localised repairs. 
Footpath from Cock Road to                  
St. Matthew’s Church
Wiltshire Council has asked the Community 
Steward to push back the earth that is encroaching 
on the path that runs behind the Village Hall to St. 
Matthew’s Church. 
Flooding
There have been reports of localised flooding 
around the village. It has not been possible to use 
the football pitch for three weeks due to flooding. 
Other areas of concern include between the Marsh 
Lane Bridge and Caen Hill, and at Tanis Bridge on 
Conscience Lane. The Parish Council requests that 
villagers send in pictures of areas in the village that 
are flooded so that we can build up a portfolio of 
areas that may need attention.
Ditches
Please be mindful of the requirement for land 
owners to clear ditches that border their property. 
Snow Code
The Parish Council has bought two new grit bins for 
use around the village. They are sited at Maundrell 
Close and Silverlands Road. The bins are filled with 
half a tonne of salt from Wiltshire Council. Hand 
held shakers are also available for use.
Please see pages 30 and 31 for further details on 
what to do when it snows. 
Bus Shelter Cleaning
A new contract has been awarded to clean the four 
bus shelters in the village on a monthly basis. 
Parish Council Facebook Page
Rowde Parish Council has launched a Facebook 
page. Please logon to find up to date news of 
events happening in the village or to get in touch 
with your Parish Councillors. 
Thank you for our village Christmas tree
Thank you to Mr Simmonds who kindly donated the 
village Christmas tree, and to H Whittle, N Bawden, 
B Ibbetson, C Larkin, Luke and Jack who helped put 

up the tree. The Youth Council has agreed to take 
over the organisation of the village tree next year. 
Bus Service Consultation
People are invited to have their say on a review of 
subsidised bus services in Wiltshire. The review 
is being carried out as part of wider plans to help 
Wiltshire Council save money. Half of the bus 
mileage in the county is subsidised with £5.1 
million per year from Wiltshire Council as it is not 
commercially viable otherwise. The rest of the 
services in Wiltshire are operated on a commercial 
basis by various operators. The consultation can 
be found at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/subsidised-bus-
servicesconsultation. Paper copies can be picked 
up in council offices, libraries, on buses operating 
contracted services, or people can call 0300 456 
0100 to have one posted to them. The consultation 
runs until 4 April 2016.
Finance 
o Monthly invoices for November totaling 
£2103.40 were approved (proposed by C Stevens, 
seconded by A Seedhouse. All Councillors were in 
favour)
Admin costs/stationery    £906.82
Grounds Maintenance     £386.83
New grit bins, meeting room hire £809.75
Total:     £2103.40
o Monthly invoices for December totaling 
£1994.95 were approved (proposed by A 
Seedhouse, seconded by C Stevens. All Councillors 
were in favour)
Admin costs/stationery    £1045.76
Grounds Maintenance     £554.44
New grit bins, meeting room hire £394.75
Total:     £1994.95
Welcome…
Gemma Sartin has joined the Parish Council. G 
Sartin has agreed to take on the role of liaising with 
the Youth Council and young people of the village.  
Get involved!
The Parish Council has vacancies for three Parish 
Councillors. If you are interested in matters that 
affect your village and would like to be involved in 
making decisions that impact on your local area, 
please get involved. No previous experience is 
required and training will be provided. Please 
contact the Clerk for more details
Dates for the diary - 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 
10th February 2016 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary at the back of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
notice boards and on the village website.  
You are very welcome to join us at the next 
Parish Council meeting or to contact any of the 
Councillors directly – please see contact details on 
opposite page. 
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Hello Everyone,
We are at last into normal 
mode for the New Year. 
This means our A.G.M is 
due on the 3rd of February 
in the Village Hall for the 
shareholders. Please do 
come if you can and catch 
up with the latest shop news.

The complexities of the business are sometimes 
awkward to deal with but we have to keep up with the 
legal and lawful litigation that comes with the territory. 
This often means long and extra hours to keep the 
shop on the straight and narrow. The team is still 
doing all it can to make the shop a sound and viable 
venture. I am pleased to say we are getting there!
Please ask if there is something you wish us to 
stock and do make use of the vegetable box 
delivery service, even if it is only temporary during 
bad weather. We will not mind at all. We can also 
provide grocery deliveries if needed.
We are still short of staff and are looking at employing 
someone for 16 hours a week. If anyone is looking for 
a few hours a week to keep busy, please do contact 
us. We will give the necessary training.
Volunteer are very welcome, however we are not  
D.B.S covered to deal with persons with special needs 
or juveniles etc. We are unable to provide the extra 
training required to cover persons under this umbrella.
Kind regards
Rowde Shop committee 
Jan Barber,  01380 739800                                        
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
Follow us on FaceBook!

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday  8:00am – 1:00pm
Sunday  9:00am – 11:00am
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

JAN’S RECIPES
Overnight Oats

It’s February and our good intentions are going 
by the wayside. Overnight oats are a great 
way to save time and money in the morning. 
You won’t need to buy coffee shop muffins!
INGREDIENTS:
• 30 grams of oats.
• 1/4 pint of a milk of your choice or yogurt.
METHOD:
Place both in a pot with a lid (or if you want to be really 
trendy, a jam jar) and place in the fridge overnight. 
Grab it as you go out the door in the morning.
But yes, you are right, that’s boring. So let’s ramp 
up the flavour.
I personally add a grated apple, cinnamon and 15 
grams of chia seeds. Or how about fresh fruit and 
honey, or banana and peanut butter. Or whatever 
your taste buds call for.
One Pan Macaroni Cheese

INGREDIENTS:
• 100gms  ( 4oz)  Butter
• 225gms ( 8oz) short cut Macaroni
• 1 small onion skinned and finely chopped
• ½ green pepper seeded and finely chopped
• 5ml ( 1 level teasp of salt)
• 1.25 ml (1/4 level teasp of dry mustard)
• 400ml ( ¾ pint water)
• 225g (8oz) cheddar cheese grated.
• 10 stuffed green olives
METHOD:
1. Melt the butter and cook the Macaroni, onion, 

green pepper and seasonings for five minutes.
2. Add the water and bring to the boil. Reduce 

the heat, cover and simmer gently for 10 
to 15 minutes. Until the Macaroni is tender, 
stirring occasionally.

3. Remove from the heat and stir in the cheese 
and olives until the cheese has melted.

(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed) 
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Number One on Trip Advisor!
After 8 months of closure, The Rising Sun 
reopened in May 2013 and has gone from 
strength to strength since.
Run by a family team, it makes use of its status 
as a free house to offer a good range of well kept 
beers from local brewers as well as featuring 
guest beers from further afield. Chef Pierre, 
who has worked in France, Belgium and more 
recently Dorset and Somerset, uses local produce 
to provide quality food on a small menu that 
changes frequently. Fish and vegetarian tastes 
are catered for and a range of house wines at 
sensible prices are a feature of dining in the pub.
REVIEWS
“Our new local! Wonderful!”
Review by ‘Bonjimin’. Visited January 2016
I am delighted to write this review for a lot of 
reasons! Firstly we have just moved to the village 
and have had a very busy couple of weeks, and 
had seen some great reviews on TA, so we’re 
looking forward to having a great Pub for food 
and drinks and making new friends.
Last week we decided we would love to have 
pizza for dinner, and so I called in to see if I could 
collect and take the food away because it was our 
babies bedtime, and my wife and I were very tired.
Giles, the landlord, suggested I pop in and say 
hello and I was very glad I did so. I was blown 
away with the friendliness of everyone I met, locals 
and staff. Very welcoming to a new-comer like me.
There is a super selection of Ciders and draft 
ales to choose from and these are very well 
kept. Our Pizzas were excellent; great choices 
of fresh toppings, bases were thin and crispy, 
just how we like them, and the salad that we 
ordered to accompany the pizzas, was very 
thoughtfully dressed, including olives and 
Parmesan shavings.
All in all, just what the doctor ordered, a perfect 
local pub for us and absolutely worthy of the 
excellent Trip Advisor reviews and ranking at #1 
for the locale. Recommended.  

EATING OUT - THE RISING SUN, Christian Malford

REVIEWS NEEDED!
If you have eaten out lately and could write 
us a review please send it to Suzan at 
suzijj@rocketmail.com, thanks, Ed 

“Great Food for All”
Review by ‘Tom W’. Visited January 2016
Advised by family to visit and was really surprised. 
Very friendly pub atmosphere with excellent food 
to well above ‘pub grub’ standards. All of the party 
were pleased with a variety of mains and puddings. 
Will 100% be visiting again, Thank you Rising Sun.
“A great find”
Review by ‘Chardonnay. Visited January 2016
Don’t be put off by the disorganised appearance 
that you first get when you drive into the car park. 
Once inside you find a great welcome from the 
host, a wide selection of Ales, Ciders and Wines 
and an interesting menu to browse over.
The service is lovely, nothing is too much 
trouble. The food was excellent, cooked to 
perfection with seasoning that was ‘just so’ and 
portion sizes that fitted the price.
I doubt we will return as we are not from the 
area, but if we were to be in the vicinity we 
would certainly take a detour to visit again.

The Rising Sun, Station Road,          
Christian Malford, Chippenham SN15 4BL          

Phone: 01249 721571

ANNE FERGUSON
CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPIST
Post graduate Diploma in Hypnotherapy and 
Holistic Care
Integrative Hypnotherapy Associates Member 
NLP PRACTITIONER
ABNLP Approved training
Public speaking, exam preparation, phobias, 
smoking cessation, weight loss, anxiety issues
Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 739472 / 07773732910

Rowde Primary 
Academy Playing Fields

If any organised group 
within Rowde village or its 

surrounds would like to use 
the Rowde Primary School 
Playing fields for specific 
training or events then in 

first instance please contact  
Philip Piper on 01380 828236
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The Reverend John Rees
Thoughts from The Rectory
Wherever we go we see signs. When we are driving we 
see signs which have different purposes; some show us 
the way to go while others are essential for our safety. 
Have you, like me, sometimes wondered why the tyre 
tracks on the “slippery road” sign cross each other?
While walking our dog, enjoying the sunshine last 
weekend, I saw snowdrops poking through the ground 
for the first time – a welcome sign that spring is on its way.
Signs are often important in Bible readings and in our 
Church services. I am writing this in Epiphany, the 
time when we think of the wise men being led by the 
star to Bethlehem. That star was sign of God’s guiding 
presence - and it led the wise men to a life- transforming 
encounter with Jesus, an encounter in which they 
worshipped him and presented him with their gifts.
We will shortly begin Lent: Ash Wednesday; this year 
is on 10th February. For many centuries on this day, 
worshippers have received ashes on their forehead. 
They have done this as a sign of their desire to say 
sorry to God for the wrong they have done and as a 
sign of their desire to turn their lives around and to live 
lives pleasing to God. Ashing is a sign of commitment 
to grow closer to God through prayer and worship and 
to follow God’s command to love all and to strive for 
fairness and justice in the world.  This year it will be 
offered as our village churches join with those from 
surrounding villages in St Matthew’s Rowde at 7.30pm 
on Ash Wednesday.
The Bible teaches that God sent Jesus into the world 
as a sign of his great love for us all – and invites us to 
respond. Lent is a good time to take stock of our lives, 
to give thanks for the good things we have received 
and to think about any areas in our lives which we 
would like to change.
All are welcome at our Lent discussion groups, at the village 
Lent lunches in Bromham and at any of our services.
Best wishes, John
Notes from our Churchwardens
Mothers’ Union:  Wave of Prayer service, Friday 5th 
February at 3.00pm in St Nicholas’ Church, Bromham.
Tuesday Coffee Morning: - With effect Tuesday 2nd 
February the morning Coffee stall will be opening from 
10:30 and going onto midday.  That is purely as no-one 
has been turning up before 10:30 when people do attend, 
and those volunteers manning the coffee could be using 
their time more efficiently in the village.  Should we find 
a sudden upsurge of people wanting the coffee to be 
available from 10 am we will of course adjust our timings. 
Toddler Groups in Bromham and Rowde 
We would like to welcome all parents, carers and toddlers 
to three toddler groups running in our parishes.  You are 
all very welcome.  The groups run fortnightly during school 
term time.  The February and March dates are below. 
Little Angels - at St Nicholas Church, Bromham 
9.15 -11: February 5th and 19th, March 4th and 18th, 
Contact: ed.myer@yahoo.co.uk 
Shooting Stars - Rowde Village Hall 9.30-11: No dates 
provided please Contact: zoe.dempsey@4children.org.uk 
Tiddlywinks - St Matthews Church, Rowde, will be 
held on February 2nd and March 1st and 15thContact: 
carolineculley1@outlook.com 
Stewsday:  The next Stewsday is going to be held on 
Tuesday 23rd of February at 6.30 pm in St Matthew’s 
Church. ADULTS £7.00 / CHILDREN (Under 12) £3.00

Please contact Jane & Gavin Moss for tickets on 
01380 729160 or mosscadet@lineone.net
Lent Groups:
Lent Groups will start in the week beginning 15th 
February in Bromham and Rowde, on Wednesday 
lunchtimes and evenings and possibly Tuesday evenings 
too. This year we will be using “The Wisdom House”, a 
course which covers a range of real life issues.
Please sign the list in church, which will show times 
and venues of the groups, to indicate your interest. 
We would be really pleased to see you. For further 
information please contact Revd John Rees.
Cluster Services:
Please make a note of the following Services being 
held within the Cluster of Potterne, Worton and 
Marston, Rowde, Bromham, Chittoe and Sandy Lane 
and Seend, Bulkington and Poulshot:
10th February:  Ash Wednesday Communion at 7.30 
pm in St Matthew’s Rowde, a wonderful way to begin 
our Lenten journey
5th May: Ascension Day Holy Communion at 7.30 
pm at St Mary the Virgin, Potterne, an opportunity to 
celebrate this Festival together.
23rd July: Cluster Praise Service at 6 pm at Christ Church 
Worton, an informal service of worship for all the family.
20th November: Songs of Praise at 6pm at Christ Church 
Bulkington, a special “Songs of Praise” for Christ the 
King, joining Bulkington for their Patronal Festival.
Damage to the Church Property  
If the individuals who tore down the door off the 
church’s external storeroom on the path leading to the 
Village Hall are able to recall their activities that night 
an apology to the Churchwardens and compensation 
would be in order. 
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Churchwardens: 
Gavin Moss  Tel 01380 729160
Michael Cornwell Tel 01380 722855
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/

CHURCH ROTAS
Brass Cleaning

Contact Jane Moss 01380 729160
Next cleaning session: 8th February 10.30 am

Flower Arranging
7 February - Jayne Andrews-Wheeler

10 February - LENT - No flowers until Easter 
(Easter Sunday is 27 March)
CHURCH CLEANING

26th February at 10.00 am, meeting in the church
If you would like to come and help clean please let 
me know. We usually get everything done in about an 
hour and a half at the most depending on how many 
there are of us. Tea/Coffee/Cake and a chat will be 
on offer at the end of the session.
Jane Moss 01380 729160 mosscadet@lineone.net
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Date/Time  Service                
Tuesday 2   
9.30 am  Prayer group, Bromham

Sunday 07  Sunday before Lent
8.00 am  Holy Communion
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service in Church
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

Wednesday 10 Ash Wednesday
11.00 am  Holy Communion
7.30 pm  Cluster Holy Communion

Saturday 13    
6.00 pm  Compline, Bromham

Sunday 14  Lent 1
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Family Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Parish Communion

Wednesday 17   
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House

Sunday 21  Lent 2
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
9.30 am  Parish Communion, with Children’s Church in the Village Hall
11.00 am  Family Service, Bromham

Sunday 28  Lent 3
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Morning Worship
11.00 am  Parish Communion, Bromham

March
Tuesday 1   
9.30 am  Prayer group, Bromham

Sunday 06  Lent 4 Mothering Sunday
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Family Service
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

February Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

In addition, a short service of Morning 
Prayer is normally said on Tuesdays at 
8am; please join us if you are able to.  
Please note that the Church is open every 
day from 10am – 4pm
Coffee is available from 10.30 – noon on 
Tuesdays.

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 
or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Please check the Church notice board for 
further information. 
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FUN COLUMN
Welcome to this month’s fun column. 
10 Fun Facts
1. You can’t wash your eyes with soap.
2. You can’t count your hair.
3. You can’t breathe through your nose with 
your tongue out.
4. You just tried number 3.
6. When you did number 3 you realized it IS 
possible, only you look like a dog.
7. You’re smiling now because you were fooled.
8. You skipped number 5.
9. You just checked to see if there is a number 5.
10. Share this with your friends to have some 
fun too.
Joke
Three drunk men entered a taxi. The taxi 
driver knew that they were drunk so he started 
the engine, let it run for a couple of minutes 
then turned it off again. He then told them “We 
have reached your destination”. The first man 
gave him the money and the second man said 
“thanks” but the third man gave him a slap! 
The driver was shocked and thought that the 
third drunk knew what he had done but he 
asked “What was that for?” and the third man 
replied “Control your speed next time, you 
nearly killed us!”
Joke
Wife: “had your lunch?”
Husband: “had your lunch?”
Wife: “I am asking you!”
Husband: “I am asking you!”
Wife: “Are you copying me?”
Husband: “Are you copying me?”
Wife: “Let’s go shopping”
Husband: “Yes, I’ve had my lunch thanks”
ANSWERS to the Christmas Quiz in 
the last issue:
1. 26th December, 2. Jacob Marley, 3.Holiday 
Inn, 4. Norway, 5. Ladies dancing, 6. Comet, 
Cupid, Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, 
Donner, Blitzen (or Dunder and Blixem), 
7. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, 8. The 
Nightmare before Christmas, 9. White, 10. 
Clarence (Oddbody), 11. Balthasar, Melchior, 
Caspar (or Gaspar), 12. Hogmanay, 13. 
Christmas cracker, 14. 1984 (bonus points 
- Band Aid II was 1989, Band Aid 20 was 
2004), 15. Turkey, 16. Dr Seuss, 17. Mexico, 
18. Robert Burns, 19. Six, 20. Panettone.

Volunteer for Wiltshire Sight 
in 2016

Is your new years resolution to do something 
you’ve never done before or maybe to give 
something back to your local community? 
Then volunteering may be what you are 
looking for.
Wiltshire Sight’s volunteers help keep the 
organisation running, everything from website 
maintenance to assisting the fundraising 
team to helping on our Christmas market 
stalls. There is an oppurutnity for everyone in 
volunteering, any skill you have can be put to 
good use at Wiltshire Sight. 
Here’s what some of our volunteers think of 
their experience at Wiltshire Sight:
“It’s a small friendly team, who are so pleased 
for the extra help.”
“My confidence was quite low before I started 
helping in the office, but in no time at all, I had 
refreshed old skills and my confidence was 
restored. I now have returned to work with 
new skills, new confidence and having made 
some new friends along the way.” 
“I enjoy the role because my tasks are varied 
and I know that I am making a meaningful 
contribution as one of the team.”
Now more than ever we need the support 
of our volunteers as the organisation goes 
from strength to strength and continues to 
grow. If you are interested in volunteering 
for us or know someone who would be, call 
us on 01380 723682 for more information or 
look at the positions we have available on 
our website.
Volunteer Coordinator for Wiltshire sight 
– Tina Stone – said: “The new year is the 
perfect time to start volunteering and giving 
something back. People are making new 
years resolutions to try something new or 
to help others, so why not donate your time 
to a very worthy cause? Wiltshire sight has 
opportunities for all skill sets and really 
appreciate any extra help we are given.” 
Tina added: “We have a variety of different 
roles ranging from admin assistants to 
supporting us with one of our activity clubs. 
No matter what your previous experience 
is, you will be able to assist Wiltshire Sight, 
which in turn will allow us to continue support 
local people living with sight loss.”
For more information,please telephone the 
Wiltshire Sight team on 01380 739113 or 
email info@wiltshiresight.org
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First of all may I take this opportunity to wish 
you all a very happy and healthy New Year.
Although, Christmas does seem an awful long 
way away now, it’s hard to believe that just four 
weeks ago today we were all opening presents 
and stuffing turkeys! 
Happenings at Hft were many around 
Christmas time; the finale for me was our 
Drama groups’ performance of Mama Mia.  
Marsh Hall was full to overflowing and I 
must admit I cried throughout most of it. The 
reason - the number of people we support 
through attending the group once a week 
have gained enough confidence to stand up 
in front of a quite large (100) audience  and 
sing solos, dance and just take part.  I cannot 
stress how far these people have come, 
when a couple of years ago they wouldn’t 
even make eye contact.  
A huge ‘Thank you’ must go to all the staff and 
volunteers involved with this.  
For me it was an evening that will stay with 
me for a long time and will help to make all 
the other parts of my job which aren’t quite so 
enjoyable, bearable. 
On the back of this success, we are currently 
planning to open up a Music and Drama group 
on a Saturday morning, once a month in Marsh 

NEWS FROM Hft
Hall. Just one of our ideas for 2016.
We are planning for this to start in April so if you 
know anyone who would like to join or come 
along and help, please do get in touch. 
In addition to the Music and Drama we are also 
planning a Community Arts session on one 
Saturday a month. We are intending to start this 
in September, again if you have an artistic talent 
you would be willing to share or would like to 
come along and learn a new skill please get in 
touch.  We currently have workshops on water 
colours, Batik, sugar craft, mini wood work 
project. So watch this space! 
Finally, on a slightly negative note, we were 
disappointed to learn recently from the Village 
Shop, our 2 volunteers are no longer required 
to work there, with or without support. This has 
obviously had quite a big impact on their lives 
as they were both very proud of the fact they 
were able to volunteer independently. 
We are currently in the process of trying to find 
other volunteering opportunities for them, so 
please, if you know of anywhere that would be 
willing to give either of them a trial or would just 
like to discuss this with me, I (and they) would 
be extremely grateful. 
Jan Emm
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Building with Spaghetti and Jelly Babies

Happiness is this term’s school value, and 
everyone was happy to return to school 
and hear each other’s news from the 
Christmas holidays. 
We also returned to the happy news that 
Charlotte our sow is having her first family of 
piglets next month.
Our Humanities Day this term was Home 
and Abroad. Year 7 learnt about industry and 
employment and how it varies from towns 
and the countryside.
Year 8’s theme was structures and made 
buildings from Lego and newspapers. They 
made towers with spaghetti and Jelly Babies.
Year 9 tasted French Food and found out how 
many different ways you could travel to France 
from England and what you could find there.
Year 10 learnt life skills including washing, 
ironing and how to make a good cup of tea.
Year 11 had their first visit to Chippenham 
and Trowbridge Colleges to have a quick look 
at their choices after Rowdeford.

We are seeking enthusiastic and reliable 
volunteers to spend a few hours a week 
helping to support the pupils. 
Please contact the school if you feel you can 
help. Volunteering is subject to an enhanced 
DBS check.
Lorraine Schwarz

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL
Co-operation Responsibility Happiness Resilience Respect Caring
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NEWS FROM ROWDE PRIMARY ACADEMY
Not just a Garden
The School Council of Rowde Academy 
decided in the Autumn that they wanted to 
reinstate our school garden.  Not an easy 
task as vegetable beds were overgrown, the 
shed was damaged, the pond unrecognisable 
and the area so sad in its neglect. The 
children wanted to bring back our garden 
to its former glory not solely because it 
makes our school look neater, but because 
they wanted it to be part of their learning 
and experience.  When we look closely 
at the importance of a school garden we 
begin to consider the opportunities that 
a garden brings: community, life skills, 
nature and collaboration, beauty and 
peace. Isn’t that what we all need in this 
busy and noisy world?
So when we had a group of parents and 
children arrive at school, armed with various 
gardening implements, on a cold and grey 
Saturday morning at the beginning of 
January, it became clear that this our school 
garden was important to not only the children 
who come to school here.
So what is it that a garden represents?  What 
does a garden offer?   Is it only about growing 
flowers, perhaps herbs or vegetables, or is it 
more significant than that?
Listening to the conversations between 
parent and child as they discussed which 
tool, which weed, or how best to complete 
this task was wonder in itself.  How often do 
we get time as parents or grandparents to 
work together with our child; to teach skills 
and vocabulary that, to some, have been 
lost?  Taking time out together to share in 
an activity, gazing upon your progress, the 
final result and congratulating each other 
on your hard work.  These are special 
memories to our children, and experiences 
that we want to provide to all of our children 
at Rowde Academy.
Each Tuesday evening sees the Academy’s 
Gardening Club weeding, painting and 
designing.  They are tasked with creating 
a garden environment which everyone will 
want to spend time in.  How amazing then to 
hear a young child teach a younger one how 
to paint a shed, how to plant a seed and for 
them to work together.  The frustration that 
this project time, and layers, and that the 
final result does not come immediately, but 
through effort and patience – all learner skills.

Something as simple as redeveloping a 
school garden has enabled us to find a new 
friendship in our community too.  Juliet, 
from The Wiltshire Gardens Trust, has 
shown so much faith in what we are trying 
to achieve.  Not only supporting our grant 
application for a poly tunnel, but in giving 
us advice about what we can grow and 
what needs to be done.  When our garden 
has reached its full glory, we are planning 
an opening ceremony so that all Rowde 
villagers can share its beauty.  
Through the garden our children will learn 
how to grow food, to understand how nature 
is able to pollinate, sustain and nurture new 
growth.  Our children and staff will consider 
how to cook and prepare the foods that 
we have grown ourselves and our children 
will hopefully develop a life-long love of 
gardening and an understanding that we are 
all part of a community and of nature.  But 
these experiences extend beyond the garden.  
Through patience, collaboration, conversation 
and creativity we will be introducing our 
children to life skills which will hold them in 
good stead for their future.  
And yes, a school garden also makes our 
school a beautiful place to be.
Happy New Year to everyone in Rowde.  We 
look forward to welcoming you to our garden 
opening ceremony in the summer term.
Chris Fox
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Christmas already seems a long time ago now! 
The New Year at Rowdefield Farm started 
with more rain and wind – fortunately we had 
completed the last of the spraying just before 
Christmas. The ground was too wet for our 
equipment, so we had to engage a contractor 
with a sprayer fitted with low ground pressure 
tyres. He was able to spray all the oilseed 
rape in between the showers with virtually no 
marks being left in the fields. The spray was 
for a disease called phoma which starts on 
the leaves but if left untreated it will lead to 
stem canker – a rotting of the stems which 
restricts nutrient uptake as well as weakening 
the plants. There is a great range in the growth 
of the plants with the earlier planted fields at 
knee height and the later ones (only drilled 
three weeks later) very much smaller. This 
demonstrates how important it is to try and plant 
oilseed rape before the end of August
With all the machinery serviced and stored 
away for the winter we have been catching up 
on some tree maintenance and tidying up fallen 
timber. Changes in EU laws mean that we 
cannot now cut any hedges until the beginning 
of September (previously it was August). This 
means that due to the wet weather we have 
been unable to cut any field hedges as it is too 
wet to travel. Farmers are supposed to cut their 
hedges on a three year cycle – another EU idea 
- this means that some of them will be quite tall 
this year and unsuitable for nesting birds. 
We have been busy with the new training 
room and candidates have been trained in 
pesticide use, application using knapsack 
sprayers, slug pelleters and tractor mounted 
sprayers. One of the agrochemical companies 

John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

The new solar panels on the grain shed roof were 
switched on just before Christmas

has held a training day for farmers and a 
machinery dealer has booked it for a fertiliser 
spreader users’ instruction day. Also we are 
holding an evening meeting on 30th March at 
7.30pm which is open to anyone, when Jan 
Dando and Phil Andrews from the Wiltshire 
Archaeological and Natural History Society 
and Wessex Archaeology will be talking 
about and showing their finds from the farm 
following two excavations over the last two 
years. This promises to be a very interesting 
evening. There are indications of considerable 
settlements below Roundway Hill dating back 
to the Romans and before, with some very 
exciting geo-physics maps. Please contact us 
if you would like to attend – the cost is £7 per 
person to include refreshments – there are 
further details elsewhere in the magazine. 
The farm website www.rowdefieldfarm.co.uk 
has recently been updated and you can also 
see what we have been up to on Facebook. 

Slug Pellet Applicator Training

Knapsack Sprayer Training
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What’s Under Rowde?

Archaeological Discoveries at Rowdefield Farm
Have you ever wondered what historical links there 

are within the area of the village – following two 
years of digs at Rowdefield Farm - we are hosting 

a talk by Jan Dando of Wiltshire Archaeological and 
Natural History Society and Phil Andrews of Wessex 
Archaeology. They will be talking about the history 

below the soil, the finds and their significance.
Wednesday 30th March 2016, 7.30pm

£7 per person to include hot drinks and light refreshments
in our new training and meeting room

To book - visit the website www.rowdefieldfarm.co.uk
or ‘phone 01380 723703

Email: john@rowdefieldfarm.co.uk 

Volunteers required
Help in your community shop

Please give us a hand
We need all ages and all hours

Please phone or e-mail
Or pop in!

Phone 01380739800
or e-mail

rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries:   01225 713000
Parking:   01380 734812
Pest control:   01380 734721
Planning:   01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages: 
    01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence)    
  Freephone:  0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:01225 777234
School admissions:  01225 713010
School special educational needs:  
    01225 718095
School transport:  01225 713004
Social care – adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care – children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty

At the heart of your community

GOOD NEIGHBOUR NEWS

Wiltshire Good Neighbours 
can put older residents 
in touch with the services 
and people who can help 
them to live more independent lives. We can 
provide information on a variety of topics & 
these may include:
• Befriending services and social activities
• Benefits         
• Healthcare 
• Transport  
• and many more……
If you think we can help you to find the services 
you need then please give Alex North a call. The 
details are below.
Alex North, Good Neighbour Co-ordinator for 
Devizes villages.
Tel: 01380 715892
Mob: 07557 922027
Email: devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

a great present at
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 



Page 21Rowde Village News   February 2016

Since Joe and I broke up, I haven’t been 
sleeping very much. I catch naps, an hour 
or two, no more. I think about Joe all the 
time, but I’m not heartbroken. In moments 
of weakness I find myself hoping he doesn’t 
hate me, but I know there’s no way he would. 
Because when I think of him I feel love, and 
sadness, but primarily love.
Last summer I went to Joe’s childhood house 
for the last time. It was also the last time I 
slept well, deeply, consistently, next to him 
on the foldout in his mum’s basement. Joe’s 
mum cooked all our breakfasts and did our 
laundry; she was doting and overbearing, and 
not, as I’d expected her to be, sad. But she 
did show me two photos of Joe as a child that 
moved me almost to tears. I think she might 
have known they would, I think that might 
have been why she showed them.
Picture one was of Joe and his brother. Joe 
was five, his brother was a baby in a walker. 
Standing before the walker wearing feety 
pyjamas, Joe held a giant hairbrush over his 
brother’s head, the bristle end just barely 
touching the baby’s wispy hair. Joe was 
looking straight at the camera, suppressing a 
grin, his non-hairbrush-holding hand turned 
up in a shrug—like, Who knew?
I have never met Joe’s brother, of course. 
When he died Joe was just starting to date 
girls; Joe has said this explains everything I 
need to know.
Picture two was of the mum, the little brother, 
and Joe. They were all eating ice cream 
cones. Joe’s mum was looking at the camera, 
holding her cone and smiling. His chubby 
brother was hugging her with one arm, 
smiling too. Joe, age eight, his hair neatly 
side-parted, sat apart from them. He was 
frowning down at his ice cream cone—as if 
there was something wrong with it, but he 
didn’t know what was wrong with it yet.
Last night Joe was supposed to call me. We 
spoke on the phone and decided we were 
ready to see each other again, and he said 
he’d give me a call when he got off work. 
He never did. I was disappointed, but not 
surprised. I ate dinner in a restaurant by 
myself, came home and wrote emails to a 
bunch of people, then lay in bed trying to 
sleep. I enjoyed doing all of these things, 
even the lying awake, which I am still doing.
In bed I think of Joe and love him. I think of 
the little boy frowning at the ice cream cone. I 
wonder, why is it that we always think of them 
as children when we forgive them? I’ve heard 
it a bunch of times before, from my girlfriends, 

and I’ve said it myself a bunch of times too, 
not just about Joe. He was like a little kid.
At three in the morning my intercom rings, a 
loud synthetic-doorbell noise: bee-doo, bee-
doo. Disoriented, I pick up the receiver, and 
wait for the black-and-white monitor to kick on 
and show me what was happening outside. 
My heart knocks around. No one has ever 
surprised me like this before, in the middle of 
the night.
The intercom is the fanciest thing in my flat. 
The first time Joe visited me here he couldn’t 
stop talking about how fancy it was, and how 
fascinating.
The display flashes into view, and in murky 
black-and-white I see a boy’s back in a wide-
striped polo shirt. I’ve always admired the 
way Joe can wear those shirts—he has the 
shoulders and arms of a much younger guy, 
and at thirty is still mistaken for twenty-one 
or twenty-two sometimes, especially in those 
shirts. In the monitor the boy’s head is bowed, 
contrite, sad.
Clicking the button to open the front door, 
I start breathing funny and telling myself 
things. I don’t press the “talk” button; I don’t 
have to ask who it is. No intimacy, I tell 
myself. Intimacy right now, I couldn’t handle. 
We will turn the lights on and talk to each 
other from opposite ends of the couch. But of 
course I’ll allow him the initial hug. Depending 
on how he is - if he is crying, I might hold him 
a long time, pat the side of his head, kiss his 
damp cheek. After the hug we’ll talk honestly 
to each other, maybe all night, maybe for the 
first time ever.
A minute goes by and no one appears at my 
door. The intercom rings again.
In my building there are two doors in the 
lobby, so sometimes I have to buzz people in 
twice. If they don’t make it inside the vestibule 
on time, they get stuck there until the second 
buzz. I lift the receiver again, try the door-
opener button, and find it isn’t working. The 
monitor comes on.
I see that the boy is James, my neighbour’s 
son. He leans into the speaker on the wall, 
and suddenly I hear his voice: “Hey, I’m sorry, 
can you buzz me in? My dad’s sleeping 
soundly and can’t hear me. I’m really sorry.”
James is fourteen now; every time I see 
him he’s grown a half-inch taller. He favours 
striped polo shirts and is going to be really 
handsome one day. I press the buzzer, he 
opens the door, and the monitor goes dark. 
Oh well, back to lying awake in bed.

SHORT STORY
THE INTERCOM   by Amanda Nazario



Page 22 February 2016   Rowde Village News   

  ROWDEY COW PRE-VALENTINES
      FIRST DATES SINGLES NIGHT              

Saturday 13 February 2016 6pm-9pm  

Happy New Year to you all!  Christmas seems a 
long time ago but our visit from Father Christmas 
was so much fun with the added bonus of seeing 
him turn up in horse and carriage!  Now we are 
looking towards Valentines.
We are breaking tradition and we are 
organising a Rowdey Cow First Dates Pre-
Valentines Singles Night on 13th February 
(6-9pm).  There will be live music, drinks, 2 
courses with two dates especially matched 
and then ice cream and more drinks and 
music!   We will only be running this if we get 
enough participants so please spread the word 
and contact us if you are interested.
We have a new menu for 2016 with some 
changes which include freshly made paninis 

ROWDEY COW NEWS

and some other new additions as well as most 
of our old favourites - please see our 2016 
menu online or come and see us at the cafe.
We are looking for someone experienced to 
join our team in the kitchen as cook / kitchen 
assistant for approximately 20 hours a week to 
increase in the summer so if you are interested 
please send your cv to us.
With this colder weather the cows, goats 
and ponies are tucked away in the barns 
but still viewable from the outside. We are 
still developing new ice cream flavours, the 
strawberry trifle currently being the most popular.  
We are running our Senior Citizen Discounts 
every Tuesday. Hope to see you soon! 
Sue 

 Please email or phone the cafe on info@rowdeycow.co.uk / 01380 829666 
if you are interested and we can email you an application form

Tickets £18 per person (excluding drinks)

Rowdey Cow, Devizes Rd, Rowde, Devizes, Wilts SN10 2LX on the     
A342 Devizes - Chippenham road       www.info@rowdeycow.co.uk

Drinks & live music by local musician Joe Edwards
• Followed by 2 courses (from our cafe menu) 

with 2 different dates selected for you from the 
details you provide us

• Choice of ice cream while enjoying more live 
music and drinks

• Confidential post box to provide us with the 
details of anyone you have met on the night you 
would like us to pass your contact details on to
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop

A Date for Your Diary…..
Wootton Bassett Brass Band Concert

Saturday 16 April 2016 
St.Matthew’s Church, Rowde at 7.00 pm

……… More details to follow in next month’s Village News
 

 

 

TABLE TOP SALE

 
SATURDAY  

5th MARCH 
AT 

2.00 pm. 
TEAS AND RAFFLE 

Entrance 20p. 
In aid of hall improvement fund 

 



Page 25Rowde Village News   February 2016

H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

This months special offer – only £35
4 lb Joint of  Wiltshire Topside – can be cut into smaller joints

1 Whole Fresh Norfolk Chicken or Chicken portions
2 lb of  Lean Beef mince

10 Homemade Pork sausages
1 lb Home cured Bacon 

An average of just £1.25 per meal
All packed and labelled to your requirements

If you would like anything packed or butchered differently then 
please ask and we will be more than happy to help

Follow us for up to date monthly offers - 
https://www.facebook.com/stilesbutcher

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and 
to find out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday:   8am – 1pm
Tuesday - Friday:  8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:   8am – 1pm
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Vine Cottage
Breakfast

Experience
Come and try a Vine Cottage award winning breakfast
Available for just 10 weeks again £12 per head 

of which £8 will be donated to the RNLI
11am every Sunday throughout February and 

also on 6th March; limit of 8 people each week; 
booking essential and recommended early to 

avoid disappointment
Ring 07501 504948 to book
from 1 or up to a party of 8

Last Year we raised over £500,
can we beat it this year? 
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Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk
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FIREFIGHTERS HOLD BACK THE 
FLOOD IN ROWDE

On 3rd January firefighters from Devizes 
managed to stop floods getting inside a row of 
homes in Rowde after water poured off a field 
into gardens.
Worried families rang for help after the water 
level reached the top of air bricks on homes at 
Silverlands Road.
Crew manager Richard Lake said: “The 
gardens were flooded but we managed to stop 
the water from rising any further and to protect 
the houses.   
“We pumped the water into a nearby brook. 
We were there for about an hour and a half 
and as it was a Sunday afternoon we had 
quite an audience of children.
“The householders seemed relieved and made 
us a cup of tea.”

POLICE USE STINGER TO STOP 
CAR UPON LEAVING ROWDE

Police used a stinger device to stop a car in 
London Road, Devizes in the afternoon on 
25th January.
Two offenders were arrested at the scene but 
a third fled and a dog team and helicopter 
were brought in to join the search.

People living near the scene said there was a 
heavy police presence in the area and patrol 
cars from several areas were called in.
It is believed the car which was pursued by police 
after it was found not to have insurance joined 
London Road from Conscience Lane in Rowde.   
Wiltshire police issued a statement saying: “To 
anyone concerned about the the seemingly 
large number of police vehicles responding 
with blue lights and sirens in Devizes rest 
assured that there was no threat to the public.
“Police had been involved in the a pursuit 
with a vehicle which was promptly and safely 
immobilised by deployment of a stinger.”

KEEP STEWART GOODE IN THE UK
Hundreds of people 
have signed a 
petition in a bid to 
stop ex-Rowde dad 
Stewart Goode from 
being deported.
In December the 
Gazette & Herald 
told how 39 year 
old Mr Goode faced 
deportation back to 
South Africa just 18 
months after his wife Natasha Barkham, 28, 
died from cancer.
Mr Goode received a letter from the Home 
Office saying he faced deportation as his visa 
had run out and his application for a new one 
had been rejected as he did not have the 
£1,700 to cover the cost.
Friends set up a petition which says: “This is 
a petition to keep Stewart Goode in the UK 
after a decade of living here, assimilating into 
British society, contributing to society, having 
a child here (who he will likely not be able to 
see for prolonged periods of time) he’s a well-
loved and popular man and well known around 
Devizes, Wiltshire.”
At the time of going to press it had 414 names 
and supporters are hoping to reach the 500 mark.
Mr Goode said: “The letter arrived in the post 
out of the blue and says I could be deported 
in two weeks. I really don’t know what to do. 
I want to stay here to be close to my son and 
my stepson. I am not asking for anything 
beyond the chance to work here and to be 
able to see the children.”
He originally moved to England from South 
Africa in 2005 using historic ties of his great 
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grandfather, who held a British passport, 
to get a visa. This was later changed to a 
discretionary visa.
In 2012 while working in B&Q in Devizes he 
met his wife-to-be. The couple fell in love but 
were devastated when she was diagnosed 
with cancer in August, 2013. They had to 
bring forward the date of their wedding to 
June 6, 2014, when she stopped responding 
to treatment. She died at their home in 
Silverlands, Rowde, on June 23, 2014.   
A Home Office spokesman said: “It is still open 
to Mr Goode to submit a new application. His 
previous application was rejected because he 
did not pay the fee.”
To sign the petition go to                            
http://www.petitionbuzz.com/petitions/keep-
stewart-goode-in-the-uk

CHRISTMAS SPARKLE IS BOOST 
FOR CHILDREN’S CHARITIES

Thousands of pounds have been raised for 
children’s charities as the sparkle was put into 
Christmas in Devizes.
Fundraising group Omnes Ad Unum Devizes 
held a Christmas Tree Festival and giant bazaar 
at St John’s Church on Friday and got schools, 
clubs and businesses to join in the fun.
Children from local primary schools and youth 
groups spent hours decorating their trees that 
went on display in the church in time for Father 
Christmas who arrived on a horse drawn carriage.
Businesses from the town sponsored trees to 
add cash to help chosen charities Julia’s House 
Children’s Hospice, Canon’s House, Rowdeford 
Charitable Trust, Devizes Opportunity Centre, 
Bradbury Manor House and Young Carer’s. 
Money will also go to church funds.
Later in the evening choirs from the church 
and Rowde provided musical entertainment.

Local News
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR PROVES 
VERY POPULAR!

The Village Hall held their annual Christmas 
Bazaar on 5th december and it attracted a 
large crowd of eager buyers.

As well as the usual Stalls, Competitions, 
Raffles, Santa’s Grotto etc, there was the added 
attraction of a beautiful Fair Ground Organ 
playing music in the car park for all to enjoy.  
Over £900 was made at the event for Hall funds.
Many thanks go out to the forty or so people who 
helped with this event and to all those who attended.  
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SERVICE – 
CHANGE IN DELIVERY
Wiltshire Council has now confirmed that the 
Good Neighbour Coordinator contract will 
cease at the end of March 2016. A decision 
has been made to devolve funds down to each 
Area Board.
A Wiltshire Council spokesman said “our 
local area boards sit right at the heart of our 
communities and are ideally placed to provide 
and coordinate this new way of working”. The 
Good Neighbour Service will continue until the 
31st March 2016. The Council and Community 
First are working together to identify the needs 
of each Area Board and plan to work with the 
Community Engagement Officers over the 

Santa with 6 year old twins Austin and Bobby Rossiter
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next month  to establish the requirements for 
each local area after March 2016.
Community First are also hoping to find the 
existing clients alternative support where 
necessary.
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL BUS 
SERVICES REVIEW
Wiltshire Council is reviewing its Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) Public Transport Strategy 
and service delivery (i.e. Council supported 
bus services). The review is being undertaken 
because of continuing and growing pressures 
on the Council’s budgets that mean that 
funding is no longer available to continue 
delivering supported bus services at the 
level that was envisaged when the LTP was 
published in 2011.
The review of the Public Transport Strategy is 
part of a wider review of all areas of Wiltshire 
Council’s passenger transport remit (except 
rail and taxis). The wider review will include 
re-examining policy and spending in home-
to-school and college transport, Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
transport and social care client transport. 
As a first stage in the review, a pre-
consultation exercise was undertaken 
during July and August 2015 to provide key 
stakeholders and partners (e.g. town councils 
and bus operators) with an opportunity to 
shape the scope of the review.
Wiltshire Council are now keen to hear the 
views of bus users, residents, stakeholders 
and other interested parties to help us shape a 
new Public Transport Strategy. The Council has 
made no decisions as yet and would like to see 
how far you agree or disagree with the options 
presented in the consultation questionnaire 
available from http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/
portal/ltp/wiltshire_local_transport_plan_-_
public_transport_strategy_review
From the above link you can also obtain 
further information on the review including a 
PDF version of the questionnaire together with 
other review documents (including Frequently 
Asked Questions).
Paper copies of the questionnaire are also 
available on request by telephoning 0300 456 
0100. Copies of the questionnaire will also be 
available on buses operating Wiltshire Council 
contracted services; in libraries; and in main 
Council offices.
Questionnaire and comments need to be 
submitted by 5pm on 4th April 2016.

The findings of the review and public 
consultation will be reported to the Council’s 
Cabinet in the summer of 2016. It will then be 
necessary to develop detailed implementation 
proposals. The timescale for this will depend 
on the nature of the changes approved by the 
Cabinet and the lead time necessary for their 
implementation.
Over the course of the next few weeks 
Community First will be formulating a collective 
response to the consultation on behalf of 
Community Minibus schemes and Link 
schemes in Wiltshire.
THE SNOW CODE
(Government Advice - Information 
supplied by the Highways Department)
The long term weather forecast is that it may 
become colder in the New Year.  Hence Local 
Highways are reminding everyone to be ready 
and is issuing the Governments Snow Code.
Clearing snow and ice from the pavement 
outside your home or public spaces can help 
prevent slips and falls.
Don’t be put off clearing paths because you’re 
afraid someone will get injured. Remember, 
people walking on snow and ice have a 
responsibility to be careful themselves.
Follow the advice below to make sure you 
clear the pathway safely and effectively.
And don’t believe the myths - it’s unlikely you’ll 
be sued or held legally responsible for any 
injuries if you have cleared the path carefully.
Clear the snow and ice early in the day
•        It’s easier to move fresh, loose snow 
rather than hard snow that has packed 
together from people walking on it. So if 
possible, start removing the snow and ice in 
the morning. If you remove the top layer of 
snow in the morning, any sunshine during the 
day will help melt any ice beneath. You can 
then cover the path with salt before nightfall to 
stop it refreezing overnight.
Preventing slips
•        Pay extra attention to clearing snow and 
ice from steps and steep pathways - you might 
need to use more salt on these areas
•        Use salt or sand - not water
•        Don’t make the pathways more 
dangerous by causing them to refreeze. If you 
use water to melt the snow, it may refreeze 
and turn to black ice. Black ice increases 
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the risk of injuries as it is invisible and very 
slippery.
•        You can melt snow or prevent black 
ice by spreading some salt on the area you 
have cleared. You can use ordinary table or 
dishwasher salt - a tablespoon for each square 
metre you clear should work.
•        Don’t use the salt found in salting bins 
- this will be needed to keep the roads clear 
unless your council advises otherwise.  Please 
contact your local council for more advice.
•        Be careful not to spread salt on plants or 
grass as it may damage them.
•        If you don’t have enough salt, you can 
also use sand or ash. These won’t stop the 
path icing over as effectively as salt, but will 
provide good grip underfoot.
•        Take care where you move the snow
•        When you’re shovelling snow, take care 
where you put it so it doesn’t block people’s 
paths or drains. Make sure you make a path 
down the middle of the area to be cleared first, 
so you have a clear surface to walk on. Then 
shovel the snow from the centre of the path to 
the sides.
•        Offer to clear your neighbours’ paths
•        If your neighbour will have difficulty 
getting in and out of their home, offer to clear 
snow and ice around their property as well. 
Check that any elderly or disabled neighbours 
are alright in the cold weather. If you’re worried 
about them, try contacting their relatives or 
friends, or if necessary the local council.
ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH COFFEE 
ON TUESDAYS
The church is open for coffee every Tuesday 
from 10.30-12 noon during term time.
Do come and join us.  Everyone of all ages is 
very welcome.
There are plenty of toys for pre school children and 
we run Tiddlywinks toddlers on alternate weeks:
2nd February, 1st and 15th March.
Please note our new starting time of 10.30am.

FOOTBALL
Sunday 6th December
Rowdey Cow Rowde move up to third 
place in Division 1
A 4-0 triumph for Rowdey Cow Rowde at 
North Star moved Josh Scott’s side into third 

place, but for the losers it was their eight 
loss of the season and leave them in the 
drop zone.
Neither team were able to conjure up an 
opener in the first half and it was Rowdy Cow 
who eventually broke the deadlock, Matt 
Minnis firing home his first of three goals. 
Bradley Whitbread’s single completed the win.
Sunday 20th December
Rowdey Cow Rowde first to book semi-
final place in Parr Trophy
Work commitments for opponents Bath Road 
meant that they were unable to raise a team 
for their quarter-final tie, meaning that Rowdey 
Cow were awarded the game.
Sunday 24th January
Corsham fight hard for Rowde win
CORSHAM Centre Youth had to call on all 
their expertise to battle past a very determined 
Rowdey Cow Rowde side and had it not been 
for debutant Dan King and goalkeeper Nick 
Gingell they could have suffered their first 
Division One loss of the season.
But they somehow managed to maintain 
their 100 per cent record thanks to a 5-1 win 
flattered the Centre and was scant reward for 
the effort put in by Rowdey Cow.
King opened his account for the Centre after 
bringing the ball down and rifling home from 
20 yards on 15 minutes. Rowdey Cow applied 
pressure, Centre keeper Nick Gingell having to 
be at his best to keep his team ahead.
Increased pressure from Rowdey Cow saw 
Centre fail to clear a corner and Steven 
House knocked home to make it 1-1, the 
game equalled out and at half time the score 
remained 1-1.
Rowdey Cow were in the ascendency to start 
the second half but the Centre back four of 
Liam Ralph, Adam Casserley, Dave Leask and 
Jason King ably supported by keeper Gingell 
kept them at bay.
Centre’s top scorer Shaun Paradise had a 
quiet game but was on hand on 60 minutes to 
deftly chip keeper Wilson to make it 2-1.
Rowdey Cow felt they had a good shout for a 
penalty on 65 minutes but play was waved on 
and Centre broke, won a corner and from this 
Sam Hodsoll slid in to make it 3-1.
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CALLING ALL SINGLES!

The Rowdey Cow Cafe in Rowde is calling 
all singles for its special take on a Valentine’s 
Day singles night.
The new Pre-Valentine’s First Dates Singles 
Night will be taking place at the cafe on 
February 13. The evening was set up to offer 
people something different on Valentine’s Day.
Sue Thompson, owner of the Rowdey Cow, 
said: “I remember when I was single, there 
really wasn’t much to do for Valentine’s Day, 
so I thought it would be nice to do a singles 
night. The idea is based on the Channel 4 
programme First Dates.”
The singles night is going to have a different 
twist to it, with people being able to meet 
multiple people during the night.
“Instead of all the courses being with one 
person, people will be having each course 
with a different person, just in case they 
may not get on. It will start with drinks and 
entertainment, everyone being together, then 
split off into pairs, then join together at the 
end for ice cream,” Mrs Thompson added.
As well as food, live music by local musician 
Joe Edwards will start the evening, as well as 
the chance to have a couple of drinks. 
“We haven’t had a huge amount of 
applications so far, mainly it is women who 
have signed up, so we hope it will take off 
a bit. If it is popular it could run on a regular 
basis,” said Mrs Thompson.
TREATING SEASONAL ILLNESSES 
WITH HOMEOPATHY
The weather and seasons can affect our health 
in a variety of ways. In the winter there is a 
general increase in acute respiratory illnesses, 
which in several recent studies has been 
linked to vitamin D deficiency (see ‘Vitamin 
D deficiency is why you get Flu’ on Mercola.
com), especially notable in climates such as 
ours in the UK where we have limited hours of 
sunshine. It makes sense to supplement with 
Vitamin D in the winter months therefore, and 
also to maximise your exposure to the sun by 
getting out in the fresh air as often as possible.

Some individuals are especially susceptible 
to respiratory infections. This can include 
recurrent coughs, colds and ‘flu; sore throats; 
sinusitis; and deeper infections such as 
bronchitis and pneumonia. We each have 
different sensitivities, and vary enormously in 
our response to seasonal changes and the 
weather. Homeopathy has an important place 
in treating acute respiratory infections, as well 
as long term lung conditions including asthma.
The homeopath will take into account the 
character of your health problem
in context of your whole health history. There 
are many possible homeopathic remedies 
that may be needed, including for example 
Calc carb (individuals needing this remedy 
tend to be chilly, and aggravated by cold and 
damp; are prone to sluggish metabolism and 
are aggravated by exertion; as well as being 
anxious about their health) or Dulcamara 
(strongly aggravated by damp, and prone 
to repeated coughs, colds and asthma from 
living in damp houses)
Some people are strongly affected by winter 
weather and less daylight, to the point where it 
affects their whole outlook. Depressive illness 
that appears during the cold, dark months of the 
year and tends to disappear in spring, has been 
called Seasonal Affective Disorder. If you are 
susceptible to persistent low mood in the winter, 
homeopathic treatment can be very beneficial. 
Among the many remedies that can be helpful 
are Aurum (individuals who benefit from Aurum 
tend to low mood, and are conscientious and 
responsible; prone to heart and circulatory 
disturbance, and feel worse in winter) and 
Arsenicum (persons who tend to fall ill if chilled, 
are typically chilly and can become weak from 
exertion, and are aggravated from darkness - 
both at nighttime and in the winter).
A cold and damp climate may also trigger or 
exacerbate joint pain in those susceptible to 
rheumatic conditions, including osteoarthritis 
and rheumatoid arthritis. Homeopathic 
treatment will consider all factors involved 
in your condition, including the way you 
experience your symptoms, and prescribe a 
course of treatment tailor made for you.
Homeopathic treatment can also be very 
effective in acute illnesses brought on by 
exposure to cold, wet or windy weather, or in 
health problems that are exacerbated by cold 
or wet - these can include earaches, rhinitis, 
exacerbation of asthma and other respiratory 
conditions, joint pains, Raynaud’s syndrome.
For more information on treating seasonal 
illnesses and other conditions contact:
Helen Lee DSH RSHom 07773983739 
helen@oxleecedar.fsnet.co.uk

Source - Gazette & Herald



Page 33Rowde Village News   February 2016

Bob Dalley passed 
peacefully away on 
the 20th October 2015 
aged 81 years.
Bob was born in 
Devizes Road Rowde 
on the 24th of march 
1934 and lived in 
number 12 for most of 
his life. His mother Hilda 
and father Herbert. 
Bob attended Rowde 
school along with his 
brothers and sisters 
Jack, Tony, Joyce, Edna and Hilda. He met 
Mary, his wife to be, at the Landsdown Arms 
in Calne and they were married on the 8th of 
September 1956 then having five children; Peter, 
Susan, David, John and Roger and then eight 
grandchildren and eight great grandchildren and 
also there was son in law Dave and daughters in 
law Janice, Christine, Dee, Trudy and Mel.
Bob’s passing left so many people stunned and 
shocked. I think everyone thought Bob would live 
forever, mother passing away only 10 months 
before his death. Bob missed her so much, 
having cared for her for the last five years of her 
life. This was just the way Bob was, he would help 
anyone. If you had a problem with anything Bob 
was the man to call. We even caught him on Irene 
Fielding’s roof on Christmas Day fixing slates!
From all the wonderful cards we received one said it 
all “an example to us all; kind, considerate, endless 
qualities, nothing ever too much trouble, a true 
gentleman. People like him are not easily replaced.”
At his funeral it was mentioned that he had 
probably helped 90 percent of the mourners 
throughout his life. 
Bob did national service in the RAF then worked 
for Hinckley’s then Southern Electric. He then 
went on his own and built up a great business. 
His work got him some great friends who he 
worked with for years. Bunt and Pat Butler and 
their son Jim, Dave smith, Pete Harris and had 
a great relationship with his neighbours Dicky 
Harris and Ron Ferris and so so many others. 
Bob loved a bit of banter and loved nothing more 
than chatting to Chris Wheeler and Sam Plumb.
Bob was a great father and taught us all the 
good things in life and he was always there when 
needed. He loved the village and would always 
help the school, the church, the village hall and 
the sports field. 
He loved his holidays and days out and even 
when mum had passed away he kept this up, 
taking his sister Hilda with him. Only the week 
before he passed he and Hilda went to Burnham 
for 4 days. I know he thought the world of all of 
us and loved my mum unconditionally, but he 
also thought the world of his sisters and brothers. 

Bob and Tony were very close. He would speak 
to his sister Edna living in Australia every week 
and he really missed his sister Joyce who passed 
away in1979 but he had so much admiration for 
his sister Hilda and we would like to thank this 
wonderful lady for looking after our dad. 
Thanks to all of you who sent messages and 
cards and for all your support. Thank you also to 
John our vicar and a very special thank you to 
the church choir. 
Donations amounted to over £800 and this was 
split between St Matthews church Rowde and 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
Again thank you and god bless you all.

Tribute to Gill Daniells
Gill, a well loved and 
respected member 
of our community, 
sadly passed away on 
17th november 2015 
from the cruel Motor 
Neurone disease. 
She leaves a 
husband, Frank, 
two children, Kerry 
and Mark and two 
grandchildren Jared 
and Leo, as well as 
her mother Joan and 
brother Graham.
Everyone who knew her will remember her 
for her caring, sharing and loving personality. 
Gill was born in London in 12952 and grew 
up in Dalston, E8.
In her early life she won medals for ballroom 
dancing, played in the school netball team 
and was a member of the Brownies, Guides 
and Rangers.
Gill was a big fan of Wimbledon and watched 
it on TV avidly every year, having been once 
to see Serena Williams play.
She was a real animal lover and had dogs all 
of her life.
She worked in banking for many years and 
fitted in jobs around the children after they 
were born, including childminding, working in 
shops (including a pet shop), waitressing and 
being a dinner lady. She always put family 
first.
She was a fantastic cook, just like her mum, 
making home cooked meals every night for 
the family.
When she moved to Wiltshire she made 
cakes and jams, winning prizes at the Rowde 
Village Fete.
Gill was a truly lovely person and will be 
sorely missed by everyone who knew her.

Robert Frederick Dalley
‘Bob’
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The Space Program Will Be 
Launching Near You Soon
   Do you have Space Invaders in your 

home or business?

We are a family-run business that helps our customers 
sort out their issues with space

We have been operating self storage facilities since 2002 
with a 100% security record. We have met the stringent 
requirements of security and safety demanded by the Self 
Storage Association and are Full Members. This means 
that you can have complete confidence storing your goods 
with us.

Our units are all ground level so you can load and unload 
directly from your vehicle quickly and easily. Our sites are 
accessible 24 hours a day and we include insurance in our 
prices. This means that there are no hidden extras.

Our customers include:

Local businesses and householders that are running out of space.

Internet traders who need flexible space for stock storage.

Tradesmen who want to keep their stock and equipment out of their home.

House movers and removal companies who need short term space.

If you need a bit of help with space, 
just call us on 01380 578578 or take a look at 
rowdeselfstorage.co.uk.
We’ll be opening up in the next couple of weeks 
and we’d love to have a chat about how we can help                       
sort out the space invaders in your life.
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Could you give a few hours a week to bring a smile to 
an older person’s face?
What is the befriending service? 
The Befriending Service helps tackle 
social isolation by linking older people 
with local volunteers who will visit or 
phone them regularly. 
Our volunteers really enjoy the contact 
and this can vary from a chat in the 
client’s home, a trip out for a coffee, or 
going along to an existing community 
club: it just depends on the people 
involved, like any relationship.
This free service is available to people over 50 who live alone and have less than 7 
hours social contact a week (excluding carers).

How do we match volunteers with older people?
It is important to link people who will enjoy each other’s company and the Befriending 
Support Worker will match you carefully to ensure this happens.
Volunteers will receive full training and ongoing support as well as travel expenses. All 
volunteers are subject to a free DBS check.

Could you volunteer or do you know anyone who would benefit from 
this service? 
Please contact one of the Befriending team for a chat on Tel 01380 727767 
or go to our website www.ageukwiltshire.org.uk for more information.

BE A BEFRIENDER

LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com
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Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

Greyhound 
Rescue    
West of
England

Greyhound Rescue West of England is an 
independent greyhound rescue charity, 
dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation 
and rehoming of abused and abandoned 
greyhounds and greyhound crosses.  If 
you would like to rehome a greyhound or 
greyhound cross or volunteer for GRWE, 
please contact us for more information.

Email: enquiries@grwe.com
Visit: www.grwe.com

Call 07000 785 092

HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 739835

T.M.DICKINSON
PAINTING AND 
DECORATING

External and Internal
Local and Independent

Free estimates
Fully insured
Quality finish
01380 293110
07542606191

tmdickinson77@gmail.com
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Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2015
En suite Rooms from £60 single 

and £80 double
Our own hens eggs in the all-inclusive 
cooked breakfast. Also use of guest 
lounge, sauna, Wi-Fi, garden and POD Point 
Electric car charger, included in room price. 
Mention Rowde mag for 5% off, Telephone 
bookings only.
Tel: Mary and Ben Bentley 
on 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

Or book on-line via web-site 
www.vinecottagebb.co.uk 
or FaceBook page,
www.facebook.com/vinecottagebb

WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of 
your Rowde Village News in any way or 
would like to give us feedback (good or 
bad) or discuss any magazine issues 
then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

PLEASE 
REMEMBER

to mention where you 
saw the advert when 
you contact any of 

our advertisers!

Full term, concession and drop-in rates available.
Beginners and experienced yogis are welcome.

Call or email for bookings and further details.

theo@wildyoga.co.uk 07818401110 www.wildyoga.co.uk
Rebalance mind, body and soul with a smile.
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T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 698993

or  07968 634689

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly 
fruit and/or veg box supplied by 
your village shop (local produce 

where possible)?
Please pop in or phone 01380 739 800

PAINTING GROUP
AT

ST JAMES’ CENTRE
VICTORIA ROAD, DEVIZES
No tuition - just a chance to 

join a friendly group
in order to paint

From 10.00 to 12.30
on the following dates in 2016:

(All Mondays)

1st, 8th, 22nd, 29th February
7th, 14th, 21th March

(Half Term 15th February)

For information, call Alan or 
Sarah Padwick on

01380 721595/07711 018406 or 
email: alanpadwick@me.com 

Move.Every.Day.

Currently running classes:
Improvers

Mondays:  7.30 pm Hft, Rowde
Thursdays:  9.30 am Dance Studio, 
Bath Road, Devizes

Intermediates
Tuesdays:  9.30 am Dance Studio, 
Bath Road, Devizes

To book your place or for any enquiries please email suzijj@rocketmail.com 
or call Suzan on 01380 729791

New morning and evening beginners classes starting
in Rowde and Devizes                                                           

in January
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412      Fax: (01380) 727890
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Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on a Saturday every four weeks, from 11.40am 
to 12.30pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Saturdays):
February 6th, March 5th, April 2nd, April 30th.

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

The Choir
Being part of a choir, you have to be willing
The Fruits of our labour are totally thrilling

You may not have had confidence before
But after a few weeks in Rowde village choir 
you just want to do more

When all of your life you may be shy
With encouragement you are willing to try

Out of your shell, Sally coaxes us out
And she gets rid of all your self-doubt

Through song she knows our community will knit
To regular rehearsals Sally hopes people will commit

Sally encourages us to stand and sing out loud
She wants us all to be so proud

Many children have joined choir, more than 
ever before
She influences cool music you just can’t ignore

Sally knows the joy, that music can bring
And she truly believes anyone can sing
By Thalia Cooper (with internet research)

FIRST NEWS 50TH ANNIVERSARY
First News is Community First’s magazine 
outlining the work supported by the services 
the charity offers and the 50th anniversary 
issue of First News can be viewed on the 
Community First website
http://www.communityfirst.org.uk/news/first-news
For more information about Community 
First Wiltshire telephone 01380 732805 or 
01380 722475 ext. 1204 or visit the website 
www.communityfirst.org.uk

JOKE (but also a true story)
A three year old walks over to an expectant 
mother while waiting with his father in a 
doctor’s surgery.
“Why is your tummy so big?” he asks.
“I’m having a baby” she replies.
“Is the baby in your tummy?” he asks.
“Yes, it is” she says.
“Is it a good baby?” he asks, with a puzzled look.
“Oh yes, a really good baby” the lady replies.
Shocked and surprized, he asks “Then why 
did you eat him?”
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: sales@stat-cup.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558
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   Tuesday 23rd February 2016, 7.30pm 
The Community Heartbeat Trust will be 

demonstrating the use of defibrillators 

and explaining how the equipment works 

and its benefits to the community in 

saving precious minutes in the treatment 

of sudden cardiac arrest. 
 

The Cross Keys Pub 
 

The more people that know how to use the portable 

defibrillator installed in our community, the more 

chance there is of saving the life of a victim of 

Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
 

Everybody is welcome, and no special skills are required, just your 

willingness to play an important role in the event of a medical emergency 
 
 

Copyright The Community Heartbeat Trust 2015 
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‘BRINGING THE OUTSIDE IN‘
The National Association 
of Official Prison Visitors 
(Registered Charity No.1099041) 
is helping HMP Erlestoke to 
recruit official prison visitors.
An Official Prison Visitor 
is not part of the closed prison community 
but a representative of the outside world 
whose outlook, attitudes and interests can be 
refreshingly different. The prisoner does not 
know the identity of his visitor and contact ends 
when he leaves the prison.  OPVs do not have 
input into the prisoner’s treatment or training 
and must not have contact with the prisoner’s 
friends and family. 
Probably the most important attributes an OPV 
can have are: common sense, compassion, 
patience and a sense of humour.
Applicants must undergo security screening as 
required by the Ministry of Justice.
If you have an hour or two to spare weekly or 
fortnightly please consider this voluntary role.
For further information visit  www.naopv.com  
or E-mail:  info@naopv.com 
For an informal chat phone The NAOPV South West 
and Wales Regional Secretary on 07762616763                 

WILTSHIRE SIGHT
Hello all,
My name is George Wilson and I am Wiltshire 
Sight’s new PR and Engagement Officer.
I am here to provide any information about 
sight loss, eye conditions or Wiltshire Sight 
and it’s services. I will also be providing regular 
press releases about any upcoming events for 
our charity.
Please do not hesitate to get in contact with 
me if you have any questions or require any 
further information.
I look forward to working with you in the near future.
Regards,
George Wilson
PR and Engagement Officer
Tel: 01380 723682
Mob: 07772871934
www.wiltshiresight.org/

We have changed our name!                                                                                                    
Wiltshire Sight is the trading name of 
Wiltshire Blind Association. Registered charity 
1119462.
St Lucy’s Sight Centre, Browfort, Bath Road, 
Devizes SN10 2AT

LETTERS
THANK YOU
Thank you to all who came to my home for 
Coffee morning on 27th November and also 
everyone that gave donations. We raised 
£300.50p so well done! All the money went to 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
A big thank you once again to everyone.
Christine Hayden-Smith 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Hello Alan
My name is Sue and I work for the Befriending 
Team at Age UK Wilts.
We arrange for volunteers to visit older people 
who are experiencing social isolation. They may 
have a chat over a cuppa, go out for a walk, or 
join in a community club. The benefits for the 
older person and also the volunteer can be huge.
We need more volunteers in the Rowde area and 
I am contacting you to see if you would be happy 
to put something in Rowde Village news about 
Age UK Wiltshire and our Befriending service?
I have attached a link to our website so you can 
see a little bit more about what we do, but we 
also have articles and photos we could send 
over if this is something you could help with.
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/wiltshire/what_we_do/
befriending/
Best wishes
Sue Sullivan
(see article on page 35)

PAINTING GROUP
Dear All
We would like to draw your attention to the 
Painting Group in St James’ Centre, Victoria 
Road, Devizes.  This takes place on Monday 
mornings from 10 -1230.  There is no tuition 
- it is just good to be able to get away from 
the demands of home and come and paint in 
friendly company for a morning!
We would like a few more people to join in, 
as we have not been making ends meet very 
easily of late!  Alan and I started the group 
when one we used to go to folded and we 
really missed not being able to get out and just 
paint!  Although we ask for a term’s fee of £50 
in advance so as to cover the cost of hiring the 
hall, if you really can only make some of the 
dates, you could pay pro rata.
I look forward to hearing from you and hope you 
will be able to come along.  There is parking at 
the hall and also on the approach road.
Alan Padwick
(see poster on page 39)
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SPRING CONCERT
I would be grateful if you would kindly include the 
following in your next parish magazine please:
White Horse Opera is dedicating its Spring 
Concert to Vince Gaiger.
“ A Night at the Opera” will be a concert of your 
favourites such as the Easter Hymn and The 
Brindisi from La Traviata to name just a couple. 
We are delighted to welcome back guest tenor 
Carlos Alonso.
Devizes Town Hall Saturday 23rd April at 7.30pm
Tickets £10 from Devizes Books and on-line at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera
thanking you
best wishes
Barbara Gompels
ASSIZE COURTS PETITION
You may have read that the Devizes Area 
Board is keen to help save the Devizes Assize 
Courts building.  The Board has been working 
with various parties to stop it falling into further 
disrepair, and find a new use for it.
It is important that we demonstrate that the 
community back us to do this so I would be 
very grateful if you would go to my website and 
sign a petition to demonstrate your support.  
My website address is www.lauramayes.org 
and the petition is on the front page.
My thanks in advance for your support.
If there is anything else I can help you with 
then please get in touch.
Kind regards,
LAURA MAYES, Wiltshire Councillor for 
Roundway - laura.mayes@wiltshire.gov.uk, 
01380 739177
DONATE UNWANTED CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS TO WILTSHIRE SIGHT
Press Release
Rather than putting your unwanted Christmas 
gifts away and forgetting about them, consider 
donating them to Wiltshire Sight. They can sell 
your wrong sized clothing or the CD you don’t 
like via their eBay shop to raise money to fund 
their services supporting those living with sight 
loss in Wiltshire and Swindon. 
There are 3,750 people registered as blind 
or partially sighted in Wiltshire, however it is 
estimated that there are 15,350 people living 
with sight loss in the area. There are also 620 
people in Swindon who are registered as blind 
or partially sighted and there are an estimated 
5,300 living with sight loss. 

Wiltshire Sight provides practical support, 
delivered directly into the community to help 
people with sight loss lead full, independent, 
healthy and socially active lives.
They work hard to fill the increasingly large 
gap left by the reduction in local health and 
social care services and for many people, are 
a valuable lifeline as they struggle to come to 
terms with their sight loss and learn how to 
remain independent.
It costs about £250,000 each year to run 
Wiltshire Sight and make everything they 
do possible, so any amount you are able 
to donate will help to maintain all of their 
services.
Here are just a few examples of what a 
donation could fund;
• £10 would pay for an individual to receive 
emotional support via the telephone.
• £50 would pay for one of their community 
drop in’s for up to 20 individuals to receive 
information advice and access to resources.
• £100 would pay for an assistive technology 
workshop.
• £500 would cover the costs of their home 
visiting service for two weeks.
Maggie Hemmings – Direct Services Manager 
at Wiltshire Sight – had this to say: “Donating 
unwanted presents is an amazing way to be 
selfless and give something back at this time 
of year. Consider the fact that we may support 
your friend/family currently or in the future with 
sight loss and their independence.”
She continued: “We greatly appreciate any 
donation, it all enables us to continue the 
amazing services we provide every day for 
those living with an eye condition. Thank you 
for your support in 2015, we hope it continues 
into 2016 and beyond.” 
For more information, please telephone the 
Wiltshire Sight team on 01380 739113 or 
email info@wiltshiresight.org 

LETTERS
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How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact Julie on juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk or 
telephone 07796690413, giving a brief description 
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying and 

laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence  – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 
into the school office between the 

hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm

FREE Classified Ads
FOR SALE
Carrera Luna Girls Mountain Bike. 
24” wheels. Pale blue/white. 
21-speed. Disc brakes. Suitable for 
8-12 years.  
Very good condition (cost over £200 
new). 
Approx 2 years old. 
£60. 
Contact Jon Gray  07718 619196.

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cards to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We make a wide range of Jams, Chutneys and Marmalades
Orders taken for Celebration Cakes or Sugar Craft Flowers
We also sell delicious Shortbread, Handmade Chocolates 

and many other seasonal treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We produce our own Apple Juice from the orchards here 
at Furlong Close.   Food miles - ZERO!  Give it a try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A beautiful wheelchair accessible space to hire, with or 

without catering, for Meetings, Parties, Training Courses, etc
For all the above please call in and see us  

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069

OFFERS FOR CHARITY
Swindon Town FC football, hand signed 
by all the players. 
Great collectable item for a Town supporter 
or a great present for a young fan!

All proceeds to ‘Headway’ 
brain injury charity
Text message or email Alan with your offer
07886870053 or watters.alan@gmail.com

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of                       

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean, Reliable and Professional service
Insurance certificate supplied with each sweep

Standard Sweep £35
Enquiries call James

07849 423883
Email: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile              

07971 117914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile              

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com                 

Mini Sudoku (easy this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (medium this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

4 1 2 3 6 5
6 5 3 1 4 2
1 3 5 6 2 4
2 6 4 5 3 1
3 4 1 2 5 6
5 2 6 4 1 3

2 3 6 4 8 5 9 1 7
9 1 8 6 2 7 3 4 5
4 5 7 1 9 3 6 8 2
1 6 2 7 3 4 8 5 9
7 8 3 5 6 9 1 2 4
5 9 4 2 1 8 7 6 3
3 4 5 8 7 6 2 9 1
8 2 9 3 4 1 5 7 6
6 7 1 9 5 2 4 3 8

4 6
3

3 4 2
5 2 6
2 5 3

1

7 3
3 4

3 1 7 8 6
5 8 6

7 3
4 5 1

4 3 2 6 5
2 1

8 1
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser                  Page
FOOD:
H S Stiles & Son Ltd       25
Rowde Village Shop             various pages

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son Ltd    back cover
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons)                16
John Stuart Funeral Services        2
D J Bewley Funeral Directors         40

TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard       42
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      23
St John’s Adult Education           43
Private Visiting Doctor         6
Photocopying & Laminating Service     47

ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew     20
Painting Group        39
CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork          38

HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)               47
House Cleaning (Martina)       36
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)      16
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     36
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)       39
Adams Renovations                    6
Hestia Soft Furnishings       42
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     40
KFR (used furniture and white goods)     36
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating      48
Mike’s Tiling Service     back cover
T M Dickinson Painting & Decorating     37

GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen      19
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden      35
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale       15
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole      43

PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys          2
The Rowdey Cow               back cover
Vine Cottage B&B            26 & 38
The Owl         27

HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     42
Active Plus for over 60s       23
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     41
Beechwood Beauty        48
Wiltshire Mind        20
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes      38
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom        6
Parkfields Homoeopathy       10  
The Sycamore Centre       38
Clinical Hypnotherapist (Anne Ferguson)    11 
Helen Lee Homeopathy                 23
Pilates Classes        39
PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club        27
House/Pet Sitter        36
PetStay           6
Greyhound Rescue        36
MISCELLANEOUS:
Agri Services (agricultural & equine)     20
Logs and Kindling        47
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust       40
Nursery – Townsend Barn       37
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers      27
Rowde Village Website         2
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing      15
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    35
Claire Perry         10
4Children           37
J F Chimney Sweep        47
Pins & Needles         26
Cut & Go Mobile Hairdresser          back cover
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

Joke
Two students are talking. The first student says 
“I have good news, the teacher says the exams 
will be on if it rains or shines”. The second 
student then asks ”what is so great about that?” 
and the first student replies “it’s snowing!”

Joke
A child asked his father, “How were people 
born?” So his father said, “Adam and Eve 
made babies, then their babies became adults 
and made babies, and so on.” The child 
then went to his mother, asked her the same 
question and she told him, “We were monkeys 
then we evolved to become like we are now.” 
The child ran back to his father and said, “You 
lied to me!” His father replied, “No, your mom 
was talking about her side of the family.”
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Allotments
Chris Stevens, Tel: 01380 738438
Bell Ringing
Friday evenings, Bell Tower, St 
Matthew’s Church at 7pm
Contact Richard Heath 
on 01380722379

Bingo
Mondays 8 pm in Village Hall
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St Matthew’s C of E
Rev. John Rees - Tel: 859646

Church Choir
Junior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
6.15 pm
Sally Wadsworth 01380 859052
Senior Choir Practice Thursdays at 
7.00 pm
Gavin Moss 01380 729160
Church Wardens
Michael Cornwell Tel: 01380 722855
Gavin Moss Tel: 01380 729160
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes, Tel: 0300 111 5717
Football
John Dalley, Tel: 727094
Footpaths
Ben Bentley 01380 728360
Garage
Slades of Devizes Tel: 727755
Good Neighbour Coordinator
Alex North 07557 922027
Hospitals
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel: 723511
Chippenham Community Hospital
Tel: 01249 447100
Trowbridge Community Hospital
Tel: 01225 711300

Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in the month at 8 pm.
Mrs Di Buckland, Tel: 723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel: 0300 4560100
Devizes Town Council 722160
Parish Council
Chair - Mr Steve Mundy
Tel: 01380 727598
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel: 01380 720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328 
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Playing Fields
For playing field bookings 
please contact the Parish 
Council Clerk on 01380 720988 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes Police  Tel: 101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 739567
George & Dragon, Tel: 723053
Rowdey Cow Cafe, Tel: 829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Laurence Plumb, Tel: 728174
Roads/Pavements
‘My Wiltshire App or 03004560100
Rowde Court Studios
Ann Swan, Tel: 01380 724788 
Rowde Rainbows
Meet: Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15pm
Contact: Pam Ridley 01380 730442           
Email: RowdeRainbows@gmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy Williams, Tel: 721554
Rowde Runners
Meet Sundays at 9.30 am at the 
G&D. Tel: 723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries - Tel: 07926952631
Bookings - 722497 (after 6 pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High Street, Rowde SN10 2ND
Head teacher - Lorraine Colquhoun 
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head Teacher
Ingrid Sidmouth Tel: 850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa Lancaster, Tel: 725455
Sewing Circle
Ring Yvonne on 01380 728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R H Reeves 725072
J Dalley 07592 063789
Toddler Group
Village Hall Thursdays 9.30-11.30 
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held in Village Hall first Tuesday in 
the month at 2.30 pm.
Mrs D Ellis, Tel: 722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt - Tel: 723687
McQueens - Tel: 728505
The Paddock - Tel: 813202
Village Fete
Enquiries - Tel: 
Village Shop
Enquiries - Tel: 01380 739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
or contact Rebekah 01380 720988
Youth Club
Iain Marr 01380 738096

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in the contacts 
page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
February 2016 Vine Cottage Breakfast Experience - every Sunday (see page 26)
2 February Village Hall Annual General Meeting (see page 7)
10 February Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
13 February Singles Night (see pages 22 & 32)
23 February Community Defibrillator Seminar (see page 44)
23 February Another Stewsday (see page 7)
2 July  Rowde Village Fete
5 March Table Top Sale (see page 24)
9 March Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
30 March ‘What’s Under Rowde?’ Talk on local Archaeology (see page 19)
13 April Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
16 April Wootton Bassett Brass band Concert (see page 24)
11 May Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
24 May  Ciderfest (see page 27)
5 June Open Farm Sunday
15 June Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
13 July Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
14 September Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
12 October Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
9 October Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall
14 December Parish Council Meeting - 7.30pm in Village Hall

Rowde, Cross Keys   0739 0816 0939 1036 1136 1236 1336 1436 1556 1656 1741 1836 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0817 0839 1007 ----*-- 1204 ---*-- 1404 ---*--- 1634 1734 1819 ---*-- (* ends at Calne)
Rowde, Cross Keys   0720 0750 0840 0845 0923 1015 1044 1215 1244 1415 1444 1640 1720 1820 
Devizes, The Pelican  0728 0803 0848 0858 0931 1023 1050 1223 1250 1423 1450 1653 1733 1833
Additional journey on Schooldays only 1525 Rowde School via Marsh Lane and Caen Hill to Devizes market Place 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at January 2016

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0741 0821 0946 1126 1306 1516 1656 1801 1836  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0819 --*--- 1024 1204 1344 1554 1734 1839  ---*-- (* ends at Calne) 
Rowde, Cross Keys   0725 0805 0914 0930 1110 1250 1500 1640 1820  
Devizes, The Pelican  0733 0815 0920 0938 1120 1300 1510 1650 1830 

Saturday

To check all service updates for all services shown on this timetable go to:
http://www.travelinesw.com



  
 
 

 

FOURTH GENERATION INDEPENDENT FAMILY  
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN 
Incorporating Thomas Free & Sons of Marlborough Est. 1875 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk  wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com 

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. 
Est. 1932 

 

Marlborough:  
01672 512110 

Devizes: 
01380 722500 

4

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural Stone

Call Mike Foster on - 01380 720987 - Mobile: 07835 213112
Email: mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web: mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call for a free quotation
Fully insured, quality workmanship

Fitting - Supply - Design Services for Floor and Wall Tiling


