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Have you visited the village website yet? You will find it at www.rowdevillage.org
(amongst many other things, you can see your Rowde Village News in glorious full colour!)

Please note that our Rowde Village website manager is Amanda Boorman and she can be 
contacted at amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk or tel: 01225 704054

JOHN STUART
FUNERAL SERVICE

LIMITED

18 The Britox
Devizes
Wiltshire  SN10 1AJ
Tel:  01380 729549

Funerals Arranged
24 Hour Service

Private Chapel of Rest

FOOD TIMES
Every day Lunch 12.00- 2.30
Every evening 6.00 - 9.00

OPENING TIMES
Monday to Thursday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - 11.00
Friday:
      12.00 - 3.00 & 5.00 - Midnight
Saturday:
      all day 12.00 to midnight
Sunday:
      all day 12.00 to 11.00pm

Sunday Carvery, good quality 
Pub food & Ales

Quiz every Sunday evening 
starting at 8pm

Chip Shop Friday 5.30 to 9.00
Eat in or Take Away
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Inserts: Due to the extra work created by inserting 
leaflets into the magazine and the fact that the 
team is already stretched, we very much regret 
we are unable to accept requests of this nature 
except in very special circumstances, when there 
will be a small charge.
Views expressed in this magazine are those of its 
contributors. They do not necessarily represent 
those of the editorial team.

Contributors please also note:
The deadline for articles and any changes to 
advertisements is the 15th of every month.

This magazine is brought to you thanks to The 
Stationery Cupboard and all the advertisers.

This month’s front cover shows Bronte, Kiah and 
Elissa with the wonderful poppy they made for the 
Poppy Trail (see pages 33 to 35).

Notice to contributors & advertisers
This magazine is generally printed in black and 
white in hard copy and delivered free to every 
home in the parish but additionally it is hosted on 
the Village website in full colour. If anyone does 
not wish any particular details (photographs, 
names, contact details, etc) to appear on the 
World Wide Web then they are advised not 
include them in their submissions, thank you.

Editorial
Welcome to the November edition of the Rowde Village 
News. I will have to begin this month with the terrible 
news of a huge fire at West End Farm in the main 
village. I am pleased to report however that amazingly 
there were no injuries to humans or animals. Read 
about it on pages 36, 43 & 44.
Good news is that the Rowde Youth Club has survived, as 
sponsors and volunteers have come forward after our and 
the Gazette and Herald’s recent appeals for help. The club 
update is on page 6.
There’s a wonderful colour centre spread this month 
where we have produced a montage of poppy 
photographs from the Poppy Trail to commemorate 
100 years since the start of WW1. 
The school ‘reports’ are back this month after the 
summer break. Read what they have been up to on 
pages 19 & 20.
This issue we have even more than the usual local 
news reported on pages 38 to 46 and I would like to 
take this opportunity again to wish all the staff at the 
George and Dragon a very happy anniversary as they 
celebrated 10 years in the village. Read on pages 40 
and 41 about how the evening went and see who their 
soap star guest was.
To check for the many other events coming up, have a 
look at the bulging village diary on page 67. And there 
are lots of bargains to be had in a very full Classified 
Ads page again this month so you may find just the 
item you need on page 63.
And, a notice to ALL contributors: Please note that 
the next issue, which is planned to be distributed at 
the beginning of December, will also cover January 
(deadline for submissions 15th November).
Finally, I managed to take in a local football match a 
couple of Sundays ago and great entertainment it was 
too. Our local team has made a great start to the new 
season and it would be great if a few more people could 
give them a bit of support when they have a home game 
on a Sunday morning. See who’s in the team on page 45 
and read the latest match reports on page 43. 
Mind how you go, Ed

photographed on iPhone by Alan Watters
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ROWDE LADIES CLUB
On August 26th the Ladies Club welcomed 
‘Charlie’ and his wife to their meeting in the 
Village Hall and had a most interesting talk 
about his homeland in Gambia. Charlie has 
promised to come again and cook a traditional 
Gambian meal for us!
Raffle winners were: Mrs.C.Morris, 
Mrs.M.Butcher and Mrs.D.Ellis.
The next meeting was held on September 30th 
and Mr Alan Truscott can along with some 
more items from his many collections and 
told us about the various objects and how he 
started each collection.  
Raffle winners were: Mrs.C.Morris, 
Mrs.P.Cornell, Mrs J.Handy and Mrs.C.Sault.
There will be no meeting in October and the 
members Christmas Evening will be held on 
November 25th in the Village Hall. 
Di Buckland (Secretary)

ROWDE TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON CLUB

On September 2nd members of the Tuesday 
Afternoon Club set off for their annual coach 
outing which was partially funded by the donation 
from Rowde Parish Council. We left Rowde 
and travelled through the lovely countryside 
via Westbury, Warminster, Shaftsbury and 
Blandford Forum to the Haskin’s Garden Centre 
at Ferndown. After having a ‘look around’ with 
some of us being tempted to purchase plants 

MONDAY CLUB NEWS
It’s the first September for many years that 
we haven’t needed the heat on at the Social 
Centre some Mondays. Looking back it feels 
like a lovely long summer lasting right through 
to October. 
For instance, on a warm sunny day a few 
weeks ago we had a visit from Steph, who 
runs the coffee shop at Townsend Garden 
Centre in Devizes. She is a very accomplished 
cook and she came to show us how to create 
“something simple but delicious”. Armed with 
masses of ingredients all beautifully prepared, 
she proceeded to whistle through no less than 
six recipes in 40 minutes - cheesy bean filled  
potatoes, savoury pinwheel scones, salmon 
pate, lemon and ginger mousse, apple and 
blueberry Danish tarts, and bacon and brie 
tarts. As time was limited, the items needing 
cooking came as “some I made earlier” and 
so we were then able to have a good tasting 
session of all of it. Steph had brought copies of 
the recipes for everyone to take home, and we 
all agreed it had been a splendid afternoon.
Another week we entertained ourselves by 
recounting stories and experiences to each 
other, plus some poems and readings, and 
finishing the afternoon with a Pam Ayres CD.
One Monday morning we had a visit from Alex 
North, our Good Neighbour Co-ordinator, who 
popped in to introduce himself to us all and 
have a chat; and then on the first Monday in 
October we had a return visit from Scott with yet 
another selection of songs for us.
We really would like some new members to 
come and join us. Anyone over 60 who would 
enjoy a bit of company one day a week is very 
welcome to come and take a look at what we do, 
or give me a ring and I will come and see you 
and tell you all about it. If transport is a problem 
we can help if you live in Bromham or Rowde.
THE MONDAY CLUB IS A COMMUNITY DAY 
CENTRE AND LUNCHEON CLUB FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND HOUSEBOUND RESIDENTS 
OF BROMHAM & ROWDE. IT IS GRANT 
AIDED THROUGH WILTSHIRE COUNCIL, 
AND SUPPORTED BY AGE UK.
Claire Ladd (Organiser) on 01380859166

ROWDE VILLAGE HALL
Another very successful Ploughman’s 
Lunch was held on October 4th in the Hall 
with nearly fifty meals being served by the 
Committee and Helpers.
Many thanks to all who helped by donating raffle 
prizes, helping with the meal or attending.
Raffle winners were:   Mrs.K.Holmes, 
Mrs.C.Morris, Mrs.D.Reed, Mrs.K.Maslin, 
Mrs.R.Clark, Mrs.Y.Atkins, Mrs.J.Baker, 
Mrs.C.Webster, Mrs.S.Hurst and Mrs, P.Baker.
The Lucky Entrance Ticket was won by 
Mrs.J.Baker.
All proceeds for Village Hall funds.
The next event will be the Christmas Bazaar on 
6th December. (See separate notice)    
B Barrett, Chairman

and bulbs we all enjoyed a lovely Cream Tea.
Feeling ‘well filled’ we set off again on our return 
route through Ringwood and Wilton.
The members would like to thank Daphne for 
making all the arrangements and John the 
PHAB coach driver for planning the route.
At the meeting on October 7th in the Village 
Hall Mrs Jackie Bawden came along and 
brought the Community Poppy along and we 
all added pieces to it. It was also the Birthdays 
of Mr Brian Chorley, Mrs Di Buckland and our 
visitor Mrs Bawden so everyone enjoyed the 
usual ‘tipple and birthday cake’!
The next meeting will be held on November 4th 
at 2.30pm in the Village Hall and the Christmas 
Dinner will be on December 2nd.   
D Ellis, Secretary/Treasurer 722655
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convenience

HIWAY CLUB
The members of the HIway Club (for the 
Hearing Impaired) met in the Village Hall on 
August 27th and were pleased to welcome 
Mr Keith Palmer who talked and showed 
us some of the various objects he had 
discovered while Metal Detecting. It was most 
interesting to learn what these items were 
and from what century they came from.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.M.Dean, 
Mrs.L.Gleed, Mrs.D.Buckland, Mrs.S.Drew, 
Mr.K.Palmer and Mrs.L.Porter.
For their September meeting on September 
24th members had a very interesting talk 
on the Help the Heroes Charity given by 
Mrs.E.Bailey. It was very pleasing to hear 
the amount of money raised by the Charity 
for the injured Service Men and Women and 
their families.
Raffle winners were: Mrs.M.Dean, 
Mrs.L.Porter, Miss.E.Harris, Mrs.S.Drew, 
Mrs.J.Spencer, Mr.J.Meach, Mrs.Y.Atkins, 
Mrs.B.Smith, Mrs.E.Bailey and Mrs.J.Ilott.
There was no meeting in October and the 
members Christmas Party will be held on 
November 26th in the Village Hall.
Di. Buckland (Secretary)

Shooting Stars
at Rowde Village Hall
Every Tuesday 9.30 - 11 am

Free play session for all children 0-5 and their 
families run by Devizes Children Centre

Come along to meet other families, learn and play 
together with your child and find out what else is 

on offer from the centre
Messy play, crafts, songs, stories and lots more
Call the centre on 01380 739835 for more details 

or simply drop in to the session
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ANNE FERGUSON
CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPIST
Post graduate Diploma in Hypnotherapy and 
Holistic Care
Integrative Hypnotherapy Associates Member 
NLP PRACTITIONER
ABNLP Approved training
Public speaking, exam preparation, phobias, 
smoking cessation, weight loss, anxiety issues
Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 739472 / 07773732910

In September a meeting was held in the 
Cross Keys in a last ditch attempt to save 
Youth Club which had been running in the 
village for many years. Seven enthusiastic 
people turned up; some villagers, some 
parents and some both. They were all 
willing to take over running the club, 
volunteering their time to make it a success. 
A new committee was appointed, a new 
constitution written and a new name given. 
I am delighted to announce that RALC: 
Rowde And Local Community Youth Club is 
now up and running.
The aims of the club are to provide fun, 
quality youth club sessions in a safe and 
friendly environment for young people 
living in the Rowde and local area. It hopes 
to provide opportunities for these young 
people to try new activities such as sport, 
arts and crafts and other leisure pursuits 
to gain self-esteem and new skills. An 
important role of the club is to provide 
a meeting place for the young people to 
socialise outside school hours, enabling 
new friendships to develop. The club also 
aims to encourage the young people to 
participate in the life of RALC by expressing 
their views and taking an active role in 
planning and managing their own activities.
The club is held at Rowde Primary 
Academy on a Friday between 6.30 and 
8.30 for children presently in year groups 5, 
6, and 7. The time table for the next month 
are as follows:
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 7th RALC OPEN
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 14th RALC CLOSED
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 21st RALC CLOSED 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 28th RALC OPEN
On October 10th the newly named RALC 
opened its doors for the first time to which 
almost 40 local children and a photographer 
from the Gazette and Herald turned up. There 

was a real buzz of excitement in the air from 
children and volunteers alike. The children 
had a great time listening to music, playing 
ball games outside and ‘hanging out’ with 
their friends. The feedback from the children 
was good and they were all pleased that 
Youth Club was back on. The following week 
was attended by the same amount of young 
people and even when the rain came down 
it didn’t dampen their spirits. They enjoyed 
the indoor activities that were provided; table 
football, table tennis and pool. Some children 
helped to create poppies for the village Poppy 
Trail, using scrap pieces of paper, fabric and 
plastic to make collages.
The RALC vision for the future is to provide 
film nights, discos, barbecues and outings for 
the young people who attend. It would like to 
form close links with the Rowde community 
and take part in various events such as the 
village fete. It also hopes to be able to provide 
the same opportunities for younger children 
by running an earlier youth club session. The 
club is desperate for more volunteers to add 
their names to the rota, without at least four 
adults present each week the club cannot 
function, so if you can give your time for two 
hours every 3 to 4 weeks or just give an hour 
once a month please come along and put 
your name on the rota or email your details to 
iainmarr@gmail.com.
Lastly I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the people who have given 
their support in helping to get RALC started 
without whom it would not have been 
possible. Giving young people a chance 
to become involved in their own club is 
so important and I hope it has a long and 
successful future ahead, as the youth club 
has always been an important part of Rowde 
village life. 
Kerry Smith

YOUTH CLUB UPDATE

Advertisers!
If you have a business and wish to have it 
publicised to over 600 households in the 
parish, or if you have a personal item to sell, 
then contact: Julie Baker on 07796690413 
or by email at juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk

Not receiving your mag?
If you don’t receive a copy of the 
RVN, or have any other questions 
about its distribution then contact: Jan 
Emm on 01380 725455 or by email at                   
jan.emm@hft.org.uk
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ROWDE BOOK CLUB

BOOK REVIEWS
Life after Life

by Kate Atkinson
This highly unusual novel explores multiple versions of a life 
set within a great family saga.
The book’s structure repeatedly loops back in time to 
describe the alternative possible lives for the central 
character, Ursula Todd, born on 11 Feb 1910 to an upper 
middle class British family.
She ‘dies’ several times in childhood and beyond, but each 
time re-emerges to live a different life in which some events 
and circumstances are changed - influenced by her vague 
sense of deja vu, so that the same disaster is averted and the outcome altered.
The novel covers the changing social circumstances and major events of the 20th 
Century.  It is beautifully written and includes some very authentic depictions of life 
during the wars and in particular the Blitz of W.W.11 when Ursula worked in the 
War Office.
However, the constant hopping back and forwards in time at each reiteration of 
Ursula’s life, becomes not only rather confusing but eventually a bit annoying. 
Nevertheless it is worth reading and won the author the prestigious Costa Novel 
Prize of 2013.  
Jacqui Hylands-White

Tiny Sunbirds Far Away
by Christine Watson

As this book was the WINNER OF THE COSTA FIRST NOVEL 
AWARD we thought it would be worth giving it a read. The story 
takes place in Nigeria and centres around a mother and her two 
children. Everything changed when the Mother found out that 
her husband was having an affair with another woman. Blessing 
and her brother Ezikiel adored their larger-than-life father, their 
glamorous mother and their comfortable life in Lagos. But all 
that changes when their father leaves them for another woman. 
Their mother is fired from her job at the Royal Imperial Hotel 
- only married women can work there - and soon they have 
to quit their air-conditioned apartment to go and live with their 
grandparents in a compound in the Niger Delta. Adapting to 
life with a poor countryside family is a shock beyond measure after their privileged 
upbringing in Lagos.
Told in Blessing’s own beguiling voice, Tiny Sunbirds Far Away shows how 
some families can survive almost anything. At times hilarious, always poignant, 
occasionally tragic, it is peopled with characters you will never forget. Many of us 
really enjoyed this book even though we found it shocking and upsetting at times. 
It was a real eye opener into the poverty and lives of these people and especially 
women in Nigeria.
Julie Baker

The next club meeting will be on 12th November and the book for discussion is 
‘Farewell to Arms’ by Ernest Hemingway. Please note that, due to the popularity 
of the Rowde Book Club, we are unable to take on any new members for the 
foreseeable future.
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Your Parish Council
The key areas discussed at the Parish Council 
meeting in September and October 2014 were:
Village of Poppies
o Parish Councillors and villagers are
encouraged to make poppies to commemorate the 
start of World War I. Poppies will be displayed outside 
of people’s houses in the period leading up to 11th 
November. Poppies can be made out of any material 
and can be any size. A trail will be put together which 
maps the poppies around the village
o Two permanent poppy memorials are being
created for the village. One will be displayed at Rowde 
Primary Academy School. The other one will be sited 
outside the Village Hall. Contributions are being sought 
towards the cost of the materials.
o Up to ten new names may be added to the
war memorial at St. Matthew’s Church. Research by 
members of St. Matthew’s Church has established 
the names of a further five men born in Rowde, who 
died in the war. An additional 5 names have been 
identified linked with the Devizes Boys Brigade, the 
interests of which are looked after in perpetuity by St. 
Matthew’s Church. 
New Youth Club!
o The youth club re-opened on Friday 10th 
October in Rowde Primary Academy School. The 
youth club will meet every Friday from 6.30pm 
onwards. All children from Y5 onwards are welcome. If 
you would like further details on the youth club, please 
contact Iain Marr, tel: 01380 738096.
o The Parish Council thanked J Barber & K
Wheller for all of their hard work with the Rowde Youth 
Club in previous years. 
New footpath!
o Rowde will soon have a new permissive
footpath from Marsh Lane to Devizes Road across 
Oxhouse Farmland. This footpath will start at the base 
of the Caen Hill Locks road and emerge opposite the 
Rowdey Cow cafe. The project will be match funded 

Jackie Bawden Chair / Future Action in Rowde, DCAP Rep 01380 720856 
Pam Evans Village Appearance 01380 727820
Ben Bentley Roads, transport & footpaths 01380 728360 
Andrew Seedhouse Playing Fields - Strategic Management 01380 829663
Amanda Boorman Local Enterprise Liaison / Website Updates 01225 704054
Sarah Stapleton Branding 01380 720078
Steve Mundy Finance 01380 727598
Ian Marr 01380 738096
Chris Stevens Playing Field Management / Allotments 01380 738438
James Graham Safety and Behaviour 01380 722470
VACANCY
Rebekah Jeffries Clerk    01380 720988

ROWDE PARISH COUNCIL

Liz Bryant Wiltshire Councillor 01380 850316
Wiltshire County Councillor for Rowde, Bromham & Potterne

with the Parish Council through Wiltshire Council’s 
Paths Improvement Grant Scheme (P.I.G.S). There 
will be a path opening ceremony on Sunday 7 
December with interested people walking the route 
from Marsh Lane (starting around 1.45pm) and 
arriving at the Rowdey Cow for refreshments around 
3.00pm – see separate article for details and map.
Village Defibrillator
o The Parish Council agreed for the Clerk to
pursue funding towards a village defibrillator. Clerk has 
already applied to Aster for a grant towards the costs. 
Police matters
o Police have been called to disturbances on
the allotments and unauthorised camping on the large 
playing field on w/e 27 & 28 Sept, and 4 & 5 October. 
Police have submitted an intelligence report and 
allotment holders have been contacted. 
o A motocross bike was stolen from a garage
attached to residential premises. A suspect has been 
arrested in connection with this and the investigation 
is ongoing.
o The Police have received reports of a white
van visiting people in the Devizes area offering to sell 
mattresses, paying particular interest in people’s dogs.
Fly tipping
o Is this yours (found
next to the Jubilee Gate at the 
large playing field on Mon 13th 
October 2014)?  Please take 
your rubbish home with you.  
Highways 
o Wiltshire Council
has cleared the pavement from Dunkirk Hill through 
Rowde and out to Bromham. 
o Wiltshire Council has arranged for the gullies
to be cleared outside Nailor’s Cottage, the Primary 
School and Scholar’s Park.  
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QUALIFIED SPANISH TEACHER
Native Spanish speaking tutor with over 10 
years experience offering:
• GCSE & AS exam preparation
• Survival Spanish for holidaymakers
• Conversational Spanish
• Interpreting & translation services
• One-to-one tutorials
COURSES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Contact: CLAUDIA PIñEROS
Seend 01380 827225

claudiapineros@hotmail.co.uk

o Wiltshire Council visited Conscience Lane in
w/c 14/7/14 to inspect. The hedges need to be cut 
back and Wiltshire Council will write to the occupiers 
responsible and request that this is actioned. With 
regard to the state of the road, Conscience Lane has 
received velocity patching to the verge over-runs 
along the lane.
o A complaint has been made about the
continued parking on the pavement opposite Paradise 
Lane. It was agreed that the Clerk would report these 
cars to WC Highways Enforcement Team. 
o Two dropped kerbs have been installed
at Chestnut Close and Springfield Road (towards 
Wheeler Place). 
Salt for winter
o The two main roads through Rowde are both
on the Primary network for Wiltshire Council and will 
be salted first.  
o Salt allowance: all salt bins are filled before the 
beginning of the season. WC offer a One Tonne bag 
scheme to all parish councils in the county. The Parish 
Council will source the possible cost of a salt bin and a 
suitable location to store it before a decision is taken. 
Village Amenities
o The BT payphone is now working and has
been cleaned. 
o The wetpour surfacing in the small playing
field needs to be replaced. The Clerk will seek a grant 
from Community First for replacement. 
o A security post has been installed at the
allotments to prevent damage caused to the central 
grassed path by regular use of cars. 
Hedges & Signs 
o A further new ‘Springfield Road’ sign has been 
installed at the entrance with Marsh Lane. 
o A new sign warning that dogs are not allowed
in the small playing field has been put on the entrance 
to the area from Rowde Court Road.
o A small working party will meet to remove a
section of damaged fence in the small playing field. 
The link fence needs to be cut out and some of the 
hedge removed. The area will be re-planted with 
hedging plants. 
o The hedge around the ‘School’ sign on
Devizes Road has been cut back. 
o A further request was made for Wiltshire
Council to re-instate the gap in the hedgerow on 
Devizes Road opposite the entrance to Conscience 
Lane, to improve visibility when pulling out of this 
junction. This was a project that Wiltshire Council 
undertook in the 1990s. Clerk will request a site visit 
with Wiltshire Council Highways rep. 
Settlement Boundaries
o Wiltshire Council is preparing a draft document
on proposed revisions to the settlement boundaries. 
Rowde’s proposed revision will include Silverlands 
Road and Rowde Primary Academy. The Parish 
Council had no objections to the proposed changes. 
Planning Applications
o 14/07715/FUL: 9 Elm Close: proposed rear 
sun room extension to replace conservatory. No 
objections were found. 

o 14/06808/LBC further to application no. 
14/05895/FUL: Rowdeford School: renovation and 
extension of existing outbuilding to form new Outdoor 
Learning teaching spaces, ancillary accommodation 
and associated works. No objections were raised. 
o 14/08435/FUL: 5 Close Lane: Extension of 
time to build a new dwelling at Close Lane. The Parish 
Council objected to the application due to concerns 
with highways safety on that lane. It was felt that a 
further building on this lane would compound the 
traffic problems further in particular because it is a 
thoroughfare for farm vehicles.
o 14/08791/FUL: Jacksons Cottage, High 
Street: Single storey extension at the rear. The Parish 
Council found no objections to the application.
o 14/08871/FUL: The New Bakery: change 
of use from B2 category to D2. The Parish Council 
objected to the application on grounds of noise and 
traffic. The Parish Council also objected to the request 
to change the use of the building to a leisure facility in 
the middle of a residential area. 
Finance
o Monthly invoices for September of £1639.02
were approved. 
Staff costs & printing  1188.90
Grounds & Village Maintenance    450.12
Total: 1639.02
o Monthly invoices for October of £1780.28
were approved 
Staff costs & printing  1049.19
Grounds & Village Maintenance     552.32
Poppy Memorial & Megaphone     178.77
Total:  1780.28
Dates for the diary - 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 12th November 2014 at 8.00pm, in the 
Village Hall. 
Parish Council meetings dates can be found in the 
village diary on the back page of the magazine. 
Everyone is welcome 
A full set of minutes is available on the Parish 
noticeboards and on the village website.  
You are very welcome to join us at the next Parish 
Council meeting or to contact any of the Councillors 
directly – please see contact details on opposite page. 
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ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
We have a sad time 
Losing Veronica, our 
manager, to more lucrative 
employment has been a 
loss to us all. Her bright and 
bubbly personality always 
shone through everything 
she did.  But we know she is 
always there for help and advice should we need it.
When her preferred replacement withdrew at 
the last minute with unexpected health issues, 
we had a reappraisal of the situation and have 
decided to continue with just volunteer help at 
this time. Cressida, our former Manager, has 
very kindly offered to help with the back office.  

We are now looking towards the winter months and 
hope you will come and sample the freshly baked 
mince pies as well as the hot pies and sausage rolls.
Things will be moving around as we stock take 
and resite certain things. If you can’t find it do 
ask! And tell us what you like and don’t like. Do 
also look on the black board outside for match 
priced goods. We are compatible with quite a lot 
of supermarket items.
And last but not least please read the fantastic 
poem Celia Harris has written for us about your 
little community shop.
Latest interesting happening is a Japanese 
tourist with very little English! And no 
comprehension of English currency.
Kind regards to you all 
Jan Barber,  01380 739800 
rowde.village.shop@btconnect.com
Follow us on FaceBook!

JAN’S RECIPE
Raid the village shop Pesto and 

Tomato Pasta with Crispy Crumbs
INGREDIENTS:
• 1 onion
• 3 cloves of garlic
• 4 tbs oil
• 2 cans chopped tomatoes
• 2 tsp sugar
• 190 gram jar of Pesto

Opening Hours
Mon to Fri  7:30am – 6:00pm
Saturday 8:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday 9:00am – 12:00
Bank Holidays 9:00am – 12:00

• a few olives
• 140 grams fresh bread whizzed into crumbs
• 4 tbs grated cheese
• 350 grams of spagetti or other pasta
METHOD:
1. Gently cook the onion and half of the garlic
in 2 tbs of oil until soft. Add the tomatoes and 
sugar and simmer for 15 minutes. Stir in half of 
the pesto and olives. Cover and keep warm.
2. Whole the sause is simmering, heat the oven
to 220c / 200c fan or gas 7. Toss the crumbs with 
the remaining oil, garlic and cheese. Bake for 10 
minutes stirring a few times.
3. Meanwhile, bring a pan of salted water
to the boil and cook the pasta. Drain and 
mix into the pasta sauce. Ripple through the 
remaining pesto sauce. Serve scattered with 
the golden crumbs.
4. It would also go well with garlic bread from
the shop’s freezer!!
(all or most ingredients are available from the 
village shop so remember to get them there, Ed) 

ROWDE VILLAGE SHOP
Rowde village shop may appear quite small

But inside you’ll find they’ve ‘got it all’.
It’s amazing how much you’ll find in there

All of it kept with obvious care.
There’s all you need to clean the house

Even a trap for an unwanted mouse.
Fresh fruit and veg, there’s tinned as well

Cakes so good they can make your hips swell!
They’ve something to soothe an annoying cough

And they can even send your parcels off.
If all you need is to send a letter

Then Rowde shop is just so much better
Than standing for ages in a post office queue
To purchase stamps that you can get here too.

Tea bags, coffee, sugar and jam
Fresh fish on Fridays, packets of ham.

Something to get your fire to blaze
And coloured Loom Bands for the latest craze.

Customer service is excellent too
They’ll even deliver the goods to you.

If your child needs something to fill his tummy
Then this is the place for something yummy.

There’s so much in there that I haven’t got time
To fit it all in to9 this little rhyme,
So pop along and take a peek

You’ll find they stock all that you seek.
by Celia Harris

For my very good friend Jan
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10 Foods You Should Never Keep 
In The Fridge

TOMATOES - Tomatoes will lose all their 
flavour in the fridge. What’s a bigger crime 
than that? The cold air in the fridge stops the 
ripening process, and ripening is what gives 
tomatoes more flavour. The fridge will also 
alter the texture of the tomato. According 
to Harold McGee’s ‘On Food and Cooking,’ 
the cold temperature breaks down the 
membranes inside the fruit walls, turning it 
mealy. Suggestion: Keep tomatoes out in a 
bowl or basket on the worktop.
BASIL - Basil will wilt faster if left in the 
fridge, and it will also absorb all the smells of 
the food around it. It’s better to keep it out, 
sitting in a cup of fresh water, like cut flowers. 
Suggestion: If you want to store basil for a 
long time, blanch it then freeze it.
POTATOES – Keeping a potato in the cold 
temperature of your refrigerator will turn its 
starch into sugar more quickly, so that you’ll 
be left with a sweet, gritty potato. Instead 
of putting potatoes in the fridge, store them 
in a paper bag in a cool -- not cold -- place. 
Assuming you don’t have a root cellar -- the 
ideal place for potatoes -- store them in a 
dark place, like inside your pantry. Paper 
bags work better than plastic because they’re 
more breathable and the potato won’t rot 
as fast. Suggestion: you store potatoes at 
a temperature as close to 45 degrees as 
possible. All this goes for sweet potatoes too!
ONIONS – If you put onions in the fridge, 
the moisture will eventually turn them soft 
and mouldy. Keep them in a cool, dry place. 
(You can store scallions and chives in the 
refrigerator, however, because of their 
higher water content.) Just keep your onions 
separate from your potatoes; when stored 
together, both deteriorate faster.
UNRIPE AVOCADOS – If you want avocados 
to ripen, definitely don’t put them in the 
refrigerator. However, if you’ve bought an 
already-ripe avocado that you don’t want to 
use right away, that can go in the fridge
GARLIC - Eventually, garlic will start to sprout 
in the fridge, and it may also get rubbery and 
mouldy. You should instead keep garlic in a 
cool, dry place.
BREAD – Your refrigerator will dry out your 
bread quickly. Unless it’s sliced sandwich 
bread that you intend to use within a few 
days, keep bread out on the worktop or in the 
freezer. You should keep bread that you will 
eat within four days out, to be sliced when 
you’re ready to eat it, and you should freeze 

the rest to thaw and eat later. Bread in the 
freezer should be wrapped so it retains its 
moisture, and when you remove it from the 
freezer, you should let it thaw slowly and 
completely before eating or toasting.
OLIVE OIL – You should store olive oil in a 
cool, dark place, but not in the fridge, where 
it will condense and turn to a harder, almost 
butter-like consistency.
COFFEE – If you leave coffee in the 
refrigerator, it will lose its flavour and actually 
take on some of the odours in the fridge. 
You should store coffee in a cool, dark place, 
where it will retain its flavour and freshness. 
You can store larger quantities of coffee in the 
freezer, however.
HONEY - There’s no need to store honey in the 
fridge -- it will stay good basically forever if you 
simply keep it tightly sealed. Keeping honey in 
the refrigerator can cause it to crystallize.

DID YOU KNOW?

LAURENCE  PLUMB
Interior & exterior Painting/

Decorating
Free Estimates

Tel: 01380 728174

FIREWORKS & FUN!
Friday 7th November 

6pm til 8pm
at Bishops Cannings 
opposite The Crown Inn

Ceremonious despatch of Guy Fawkes!
Fireworks display by Distant Thunder

 Classic Bonfire Night Snacks:
Tasty barbeque       Toffee apples
Hot chocolate       Cones of chips   

Popcorn
FREE ENTRY - but donations appreciated
Very kindly sponsored by Pukka-j 

Imaging Solutions for Healthcare
and Bishops Cannings Cricket Club

NO UNOFFICIAL FIREWORKS PERMITTED
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The Reverend John Rees
Thoughts from The Rectory
At church and at our war memorials on Sunday 9th 
November many of us will gather to  remember, 
with thanksgiving, all those who have served for 
the freedom of our country in the First and Second 
World Wars and subsequent conflicts and to pay 
particular tribute to those who gave their lives for us.
This year is particularly poignant, as since August 
we have been thinking both of those who set 
off 100 years ago from our village and from 
communities across the country to serve in WW1 
and of their families and friends left behind. Many 
set off in expectation that the war would be over by 
Christmas, but the reality was much harsher. Many 
men from our village were to lose their lives.
In Rowde Academy we have considered how 
there were signs of God’s loving presence in 
those dark days. We have looked at a picture of a 
wounded man on a stretcher in the middle of a mud 
filled trench. A medical orderly was tending to his 
wounds while two stretcher bearers were waiting 
to take him to a field hospital. Despite the atrocious 
conditions, the picture was full of signs of sacrificial 
love in action. As you will see elsewhere in the 
magazine, we are having a village Poppy Trail in 
commemoration of those days. Do take part.
The heart of the Christian message is about love. 
At its heart is the news that God, in his great love for 
us, sent his son Jesus Christ as a sign of his love for 
all mankind.  It is through Jesus that, as St John tells 
us, light shines in the darkness that is all too present 
in the world.  
Many of the letters written between soldiers and 
their families in the First World War testify that the 
awareness of God’s loving presence during that 
time of danger and separation kept them from 
despair when “normal” life was ripped apart. From 
Syria to Afghanistan, and indeed in Rowde and 
Bromham, people still discover that now.
As, on Remembrance Sunday, we honour the 
memory of those who served and fell, and as we 
think of those still serving our country in difficult 
and dangerous places, it is good to reflect on how 
we, too, can help to make our village and the wider 
world a better place. 
Best wishes, John
Notes from our Churchwardens
Mothers’ Union: Meeting Thursday 6th 
November 2,00pm in The Rectory, Bromham.
Decorating the Christmas Tree for the 
Bromham Christmas Tree Festival. Tree to be 
ready by 28th November.
We will also be finalising the arrangements for 
the Deanery Advent Service on Wednesday 3rd 
December 2.00pm at St Nicholas. 
Reminder £20 subs due for 2015 cash or cheque 
payable to Rowde and Bromham Mother’s Union.
Advent Course: Begins Tuesday 11th 
November 7.30pm. Venue to be arranged 

(contact Rev John Rees for details). The 
course will run for six weeks.
Coffee Morning in Church Saturday 
8th November 10 to 12 noon:  The 
Commemoration kneeler will available for the 
chance for you to add some stitches. There 
will also be items from the Wiltshire Regiment 
Museum pertaining to WW1.
Maureen Hiscocks, Church Warden
Contacts:
Priest in Charge:  Rev John Rees  Tel: 
859646    Email: revjohnrees@btinternet.com
Churchwardens: 
Maureen Hiscocks   Tel 01380 725406
Gavin Moss  Tel 01380 729160
For more information about St Matthew’s -
www.achurchnearyou.com/rowde-st-matthew/

CHURCH ROTAS
Church Cleaning

Team to meet Friday 14th November at 10.30am

Brass Cleaning
Phil Hale

Flower Arranging
2 & 9 November Caroline Land
16 & 23 November Yvonne Larkin
30 November  - Advent, no flowers
Please contact Maureen Hiscocks 01380 
725406 or Jane Moss 01380 729160 if you 
would like to help.

THE ST MATTHEW’S CAFE
Please note that Coffee and Tea is available 
from 10.00am to noon on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays - come in for a cuppa and a chat.
PRAYER TREE
We have a Prayer Tree in St Matthew’s 
Church, just behind the lectern. This is for 
everyone to use.
The tree is there for you to use in order to write, 
as anonymously as you want, your thoughts 
and hopes.
During the two family services – usually the first 
Sunday in Rowde School and the fourth Sunday 
in St Matthew’s Church, you will be offered a leaf 
and if you wish to write a prayer, they will be 
gathered during collection and hung on the 
tree at the end of the Service.
These leaves will stay on the tree for a 
month and the concerns will be prayed for 
during a time of prayer here in the church.  
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Date/Time  Service                
Sunday 2  All Saints Day
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
6.00 pm  All Souls Service
6.00 pm  Evensong, Bromham

Wednesday 5   
11.00 am  Holy Communion

Saturday 8   
6.00 pm  Taizé Service, Bromham

Sunday 9  Remembrance Sunday   
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Parish Communion, Bromham
11.15 am  Parish Communion
3.00 pm  Remembrance Service
3.00 pm  Remembrance Service, Bromham

Tuesday 11  
11.00 am  Act of Commemoration at War Memorial

Sunday 16  2nd Sunday before Advent 
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Bromham
9.30 am  Parish Communion
11.00 am  Family Service, Bromham

Wednesday 19
11.00 am  Holy Communion, Angell House

Sunday 23  Christ The King
8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP), Sandy Lane
9.30 am  Morning Worship
11.00 am  Parish Communion, Bromham

Sunday 30  Advent 1
11.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP)
6.00 pm  Advent Service, Bromham

Wednesday 3 Dec   
11.00 am  Holy Communion

November Worship in Rowde, Bromham & Sandy Lane
Services in St Matthew’s, Rowde, unless otherwise stated

In addition, a short service of Morning 
Prayer is normally said 
on Tuesdays at 8am; please join us if you 
are able to.  
Please note that the Church is open every 
day from 10am – 4pm
Coffee is available from 10.00 – noon on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays 

Everyone is very welcome at all our services

Do come and explore our beautiful village 
Church or come in to sit quietly and pray.
Please note that, although we try to avoid 
this whenever possible, times of midweek 
or special services may change due to 
unforeseen circumstances. 
Please check the Church notice board for 
further information. 
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Do you have any 
questions?

What do Christians believe?
Who is Jesus?

Why do we pray?
Why go to Church?

Is Christianity relevant to my life?

These and many other questions are discussed during an Alpha Course, 
an introduction to the Christian faith for any and everyone. It is relaxed, 
informal and stimulating.

What happens at Alpha?
Groups of about 10 - 12 people meet with hosts and helpers weekly. Each 
session includes a meal, a short talk and a time of informal discussion.

When?
Alpha starts on Tuesday 18th November at (12.30 - 2.45) and will continue 
for 10 weeks. There will be a break over the Christmas Holidays.

Where?
Alpha will be held at the home of Gavin & Jane Moss - Tower Hill, Rowde, 
SN10 2QD (and we hope to be able to run a crèche for those that need it).
Over 22 million people around the world have done the Alpha Course and 
found it a life-changing experience!  This is what they say:
 ‘I still find it hard to take on board the positive difference Alpha has 
made to my life, marriage and family...’.
‘One of the bits I personally liked is that I could ask any questions and 
everyone was interested in them’.
‘Alpha is a non-pressured and fun course and it shows us how 
Christianity can be relevant and empowering to our lives’.

Why not give it a try?
Come to the first session on Tuesday 18th November to ‘taste and see’ with 
no commitment.

For further information or to book please contact:
Rev Annie Wintour  - 01380 850880  anniewintour@btinternet.com,  
or 
Gavin Moss  - 01380 729160 mosscadet@lineone.net 
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It is hard to imagine that the last time I was typing 
an article for the Rowde Village News I was 
wearing a T-shirt and looking forward to the last of 
the summer sun.  I’m now sat here in boots and 
thick tights looking at a very dull grey day outside. 
However, here at Hft we haven’t stopped being 
busy and have lots of plans to keep us even 
busier in the coming months. 
We entered the Carnival in Devizes in the 
‘small group walking’ class with our theme of 
‘The Wizard of Oz’ and came 2nd, which we 
were thrilled with. All the people we support had 
starring roles with two Dorothys (1 black and 
white…1 colour) a Tin Man, a Cowardly Lion, and 
a Scarecrow. Everyone did really well collecting 
money on the way round (it’s a very long walk) 
and waving to the crowds. A thoroughly good 
evening was had by all, so a huge ‘Thank you’ to 
all in the Carnival workshop group. 
On the 19th September we also had a Fundraising 
day combined with a celebration of the site being 
open for 20 years now. It was international ‘Talk Like 
a Pirate Day ‘, which Hft use as a main fundraising 
event all over the country at all our various sites. 
We started the day with an ‘It’s a Knockout ‘ type of 
race, with an obstacle course consisting of activities 
like ‘pin the parrot on the pirate picture’ and ending 
in a huge inflatable which had to be got through. 
We had 8 teams and lots of spectator support. 
Lunch was a Hog roast, which was enjoyed by 
all and we provided Pimms and ‘Pirate grog’ to 
drink. All of the food was paid for by our local 
Fundraising Group, so we were extremely 
grateful to them for that. 

We had a ‘Best 
dressed Pirate’ 
(male and female) 
competition, a 
pirate quiz and a 
raffle. Although the 
night before we 
had experienced 
huge downpours 
and thunder and 
lightning, the 
weather was kind 
to us on the day! 

The following day we held a Tabletop Sale combined 
with a Macmillan coffee morning in Marsh Hall. 
Unfortunately, despite this being advertised on 
the board outside for a number of weeks, it was 
quite poorly attended, which was a shame for the 
people we support who had organised it. We did, 
however, raise £57.00 for Macmillan. 
Coming up in the near future we are holding a 
fundraising Curry and Quiz night. £10.00 per ticket, 
bring your own drink. There will be a selection of 
Curries and side dishes.  This is on 31st October 
so will have happened by the time you read this. 
We have our Annual Christmas Market on 21st 
November with lots of different stalls, a BBQ and 
Mrs and Mr Knapp’s amazing fairground organ. 
Please come along and support this annual event. 
We now have details for our Christmas workshops.  
All courses are 10.00 – 12.00 and cost £20.00
 We will be making Crackers on 29th November, 
Festive Ornaments on 6th Dec and Wreathes 
on 13th Dec. There will be leaflets with further 
details on, available in the village shop soon. You 
will need to book as spaces are limited. 
Finally, last but not least, we are busy making 
lanterns for this year’s Lantern Parade, so come 
along and look out for us.
 As always we are looking out for volunteers, as 
much or as little time as you are able to spare 
could make a huge difference to someone’s life. 
Jan Emm

NEWS FROM Hft

the winning teampin a parott on a pirate picture

the best dressed pirate winners

‘in full flow!’
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A TRIBUTE TO ALAN
Alan Plumb was born on the 17th August 1952, 
in number 3 Woodbine Cottages, Bunnies Lane, 
Rowde. He was the eldest son of Charlie and 
Betty. In March 1953, when Alan was 6 months 
old the family moved into 33 Tower View, Rowde. 
Between 1957 and 1959, Alan attended the 
village Infants’ School where he was taught under 
the watchful eye of Mrs Long, the Head Teacher, 
and Mrs Cotton.
In 1959, in the Top School, which used to be in 
Marsh Lane, Rowde, he was taught by Mr Bishop, 
the Head Teacher, and Miss Drew (Noddy, to 
all who knew her). Alan’s final years at school 
were spent at Southbroom Secondary Modern, 
between 1963-1968.
After leaving school, Alan was employed by Mr 
Slade, who ran the household hardware shop in 
the Market Place, Devizes.
At one point, Alan decided that he wanted to 
become a chef and worked as a trainee in the 
Castle Hotel, Devizes. He remained there for 
about 2 years, until he secured the position as a 
chef at the Avon Rubber Company, in Bradford-
on-Avon. During his time there, Alan attended 
the Technical College at Bath, where he obtained 
his City and Guilds Certificate in Catering. 
Company policies change – Alan had to move 
from Bradford-on-Avon, across to the Melksham 
site. Unfortunately, he was made redundant when 
the canteen there closed.  Alan’s next job was in 
Tesco’s, Devizes, in the Butchery Department.
One day, during a visit to Poulshot with his friend 
Nigel Grist, Alan met a young, local woman, 
by the name of Carol Cowley. A relationship 
developed between Alan and Carol, and he often 
walked from Rowde to Poulshot to meet her. 
Eventually, the couple got married in St. Peter’s 
Church, Poulshot, in October 1976. Their first 
home was one of the Mount Pleasant Cottages in 
Rowde, and it was while they were there, that their 
first son, Nathan, was born, in 1978. Two years 
later, they moved into a house called The Mount, 
a short distance away, where they welcomed their 
second son, Neil, who was born in 1980. 
Alan started working for Mrs Audrey Brown, at 
Malthouse Farm, in March 1977, after Harold 
Maslen retired. He stayed there 37 years in fact. 
He knew the farm well, as he had worked there 
as a boy. In addition, he assisted Mr Cudlip, at 
Rowde Mill. 
 We had no arguments in 35 years of working 
together. Always patient and quiet; Alan was an 
excellent stockman and loved his animals.
Alan had so many wonderful attributes; he was 
kind, considerate and gentle, and would help 
anyone if he could. However, he was also quite 
skilled at teasing and winding up certain people in 
the village! 

Alan loved his work. He had the greatest of 
respect for nature and the countryside, and took 
a great interest in his nature books. He was able 
to recognise birds by their call, plumage and 
flight – something that not many could do. After I 
retired 2 years ago, Alan took over the running of 
the farm and did an excellent job of this. He co-
operated well with the new enterprises that came 
to Malthouse Farm. Hedge-cutting was Alan’s 
speciality, and his skill improved every year…. 
Even the electricity lighting poles mistakenly had a 
trim with his hedge-cutter
A few years ago, on Christmas night, Alan had a 
message to say that a group of heifers had got out 
and were heading up the High Street. Alan and 
Neil were in hot pursuit, but the heifers went into 
Maundrell Close, round into St. Matthew’s Close, 
and managed to get tangled up in one of the 
resident’s Christmas lights that had been carefully 
arranged around the tree in her front garden. 
These lights were dragged up the road, still fully 
lit!! The chase ended past Bunnies Lane, close to 
The Hangings. This was quite a night out for Alan 
and Neil, but they somehow got the heifers back 
to the farm. 
During his lifetime, Alan had many interests and 
hobbies. He loved cross-country running and 
team games. He even took part in a charity run, 
where he dressed up as a woman. That must 
have been quite a sight to behold!
Alan also played table tennis here, in the village, 
and he enjoyed helping to prepare the pitch for 
the Rowde Football Club’s Saturday matches. 
For many years he assisted in running Rowde 
Youth Club, working alongside John Box, Mick 
Matthews and Alan Reynolds.
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Rowde Rainbows (registered Charity 
No. 1028202) is in dire need of an 
extra pair of adult hands
We currently have 18 girls aged between 5 and 7 
years and an even fuller waiting list, many of whom 
are already 5 and so missing out on the fun that 
Rainbows can offer them.
An extra unit helper (aged over 18) will allow us to take 
on more girls.
So if you are able to give up an hour and a half a week on 
a Tuesday night please contact me for more information.

Ailsa Devon 
01380 850081 
07966 230810

Rowde Village News Pledge
The Rowde village News is independent 
of political parties, private interests and 
government. Our policy is to provide 
readers with a complete, fair, accurate and 
balanced news and information service.
Although we are a voluntary run, non-
profit making publication we still do our 
best to adhere to the Press Complaints 
Commission’s Code of Practice. While we 
try hard to avoid mistakes, some errors 
can occur during the part time and hectic 
process of producing one of Wiltshire’s 
largest and most regarded (apparently, 
from feedback received over recent years) 
monthly village magazines.
Our policy is to correct errors of fact as soon 
as possible and, where appropriate, apologise. 
If you find an error of concern, please contact 
the editor (contact details on page 3).
Thank you for your continued support and 
understanding,
Alan Watters, Editor

Alan played skittles regularly for the Chancers 
skittle team, who play at the Cross Keys. He 
looked forward to Friday nights when he enjoyed 
a game of snooker with Derek and Lawrence.  
Alan never worried about winning – he just 
enjoyed taking part and having fun.
Alan used his good mental arithmetic, spelling 
and general knowledge skills when he took part 
in pub quizzes. He was interested in history – he 
and Carol were members of the National Trust 
and they enjoyed going out together to visit 
interesting places. Many of us know his love of 
horse-racing and that he attended some of the 
major events. On Saturday mornings, he would 
go to Chippenham with his friend, Olly, to wager 
some bets. 
Alan loved his family. As a young man, his first 
ever week’s wages were spent on buying his 
mother a lovely tea set, which the family still have 
and treasure. He loved his children and always 
supported and encouraged them. He gave his 
grandchildren the greatest and most precious 
gift of all – his time. He would walk to his parents’ 
house every morning for a cup of tea and a chat. 
During the early days of his illness, Alan didn’t 
tell anyone how poorly he felt, as he didn’t want 
to make a fuss. He was diagnosed with cancer 
in February this year and soon found out that the 
prognosis wasn’t good. He faced the situation with 
so much courage and strength. He didn’t want to 
be a burden to anyone, and so he gallantly and 
positively tried to fight it. He, Carol and the family 
went through a very difficult time when Alan was 
periodically admitted to hospital. Alan finally went 
to Dorothy House where he passed away with his 
family around him on Friday 8th August. Alan is a 
legend and will be talked about and remembered 
in Rowde for a long time. He will be sorely missed. 
For my part, Alan has been in my life for so many 
years and I was truly blessed to have known him. 
Chris Wheeler
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Two months since the last magazine, and it is 
amazing how much has gone on. We finished 
harvest just before the August bank holiday – the 
earliest for some years. After a couple of frustrating 
weeks when it rained, and we were unable to do 
much, it all went relatively smoothly. The wheat 
yielded well and did not need to be dried too much. 
Unfortunately the prices have collapsed by as much 
as 50% due to a number of factors including good 
harvests in Europe and elsewhere. A lot of the wheat 
has already gone off from the farm, mostly to flour 
mills at Avonmouth, Southampton and Manchester. 
The remainder should all be collected by Christmas. 
We started planting next year’s crop at the end of 
August with the oilseed rape being the first to plant. 
We have cut down on the area of this crop as the 
price received per tonne.is currently around the 
cost of production. Oilseed rape can be difficult to 
establish in the field as the seed is very small and it 
requires a very fine seedbed, plus slugs can ravage 
it in a wet year. Instead, we are growing a greater 
area of oats, which are cheaper to grow, and can be 
planted later.
Although we have made some savings by not 
having to dry the grain so much this summer it 
has been quite an expensive year for repairs. This 
was mainly on the tractors, however, we have not 
had to spend so much on wearing parts for the soil 
preparation machinery due to the good ground 
conditions. We have had a couple of tractors out on 
demonstration over the summer – a Case and a 
New Holland. 
One of the conservation schemes that we were 
involved in has come to an end after ten years. 
The main elements of the system were some field 
margins, pond creation, hedge planting and wild 

birdseed areas. The hedge planting has been very 
successful and apart from some deer damage to 
the hawthorn species, they have all established 
well, and the two ponds have attracted a good deal 
of wildlife, although badgers seem to have taken 
up residence around one of them. This year was 
particularly good for the wild birdseed plot with some 
great sunflowers, quinoa, rye and kale growing well 
and producing seed.  These should keep the birds 

going through the winter. We shall probably keep 
this area but have had to remove some of the field 
margins in Roundway due to the number of dog 
walkers using them. 
Everything is now planted ready for another 
year, and so the machinery is being serviced 
and put away for the winter. The next job is to 
finish landscaping the pond, and to re-roof the 
old cowshed ready for it’s conversion into a new 
classroom for the school visits.
John Butler, Rowdefield Farm

JOHN’S FARM

Harvesting wheat on Roundway Hill

The Case tractor on demonstration planting wheat

The sunflowers in the wild birdseed plot
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We have had a lovely start to the school year, 
what with all our commemorations to mark 100 
years since the beginning of WW1, as well as 
completing the ice bucket challenge and watching 
the Tour of Britain bike race whizz past us!
Over the last two months the children have 
written letters to the unknown soldier, they have 
learned about the many different animals that 
were used during the war, we met a real soldier 
who told the school what it was like for the 
troops in the trenches. We were lucky enough 
to have a wire soldier on loan from SSAFA 
Military charity who was with us for the whole 
term. He stood on guard by the hall and was 
a focal point of our assemblies and our WW1 
tea party. The children and staff were so taken 
with the soldier, that we are having our own one 
made. A sculptor is going to spend three days 
working with the children to create our own. Our 
wire soldier will be a permanent fixture in school 
so that we can always remember soldiers and 
service men and women past and present.
Our Harvest Festival was delightful, with each 
class contributing something towards the service. 
All the children brought tins of food, which were 
taken and gratefully received by Devizes food 
bank. I was overwhelmed by the generosity of 
everyone, there seemed to be hundreds of tins 
and cans, as well as one very large marrow!!
Early next term will see all of us mark 
Remembrance Day with one minute of silence. 
Weather permitting we will mark this occasion 
in our spiritual garden. 
The Rowde Academy Friends have been 
fundraising for us, and held two successful 

NEWS FROM ROWDE C of E PRIMARY ACADEMY

movie nights at school. It is also great to see 
that Youth club has been able to start again, 
thanks to local commitment and support.
We have a Christmas shopping evening 
that will be held in school on Friday 21st 
November, from 6-8pm. Entry is £1; we look 
forward to welcoming you.
As always, if anyone is interested in visiting the 
school, please call the office for an appointment.
Lorraine Colquhoun

the cakes provided for the WW1 tea party. Some 
were even baked using the WW1 ingredients!

the staff ready for the ice bucket challenge
Our fantastic wire soldier, from the Wiltshire 

regiment. On Loan from SSAFA military charity
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On the 26th of September 
over 80 pupils and staff 
walked from Semington 
to the Wharf in Devizes 
on our Annual Sponsored 
Walk. They stopped off 
for a picnic lunch and a 
breather at the Caen Hill 
Locks then continued the 
last, long uphill 2 miles to 
the Wharf.  The weather 
was perfect being dry and 
not too hot.  The younger 
students or those with 
less mobility stayed at 
school where their challenge was to find as many 
“Where’s Wally” as they could around the school 
grounds. We raised over £1,000 which will go 
towards new playground equipment.
Over the last few weeks there has been great 
excitement in school waiting for 10 eggs to 
hatch into chicks.  The pupils watched them in 
the incubator and all 10 successfully hatched.  
Since hatching, students have been handling 
them and watching them growing their 
feathers and change colour ready to be able to 
move outside.  We are now eagerly awaiting 
for them to lay our own Rowdeford eggs.
Year 8’s followed our value this term of Co-
operation with their theme for our Harvest 
Festival Assembly.  They told the story of the 
Enormous Turnip. All the students brought 
food in from home, made bread in school, and 
dug the vegetables from our garden to donate 
to the Homeless in Devizes. 

NEWS FROM ROWDEFORD SCHOOL

some of the pupils and staff on the sponsored walk

new chicks on the block!

part of the food collection

We have said a sad goodbye to Jayne Andrews-
Wheeler who has decided to put her feet up and 
retire after 34 years working at Rowdeford School. 
Jayne started her work here as a Care Officer, 
then became a teacher.  She has been a valued 
member of staff and has always entertained her 
colleagues with amusing stories and memories of 
her days at Rowdeford (pre National Curriculum 
and Ofsted as well as post) and is now leaving 
us knowing she has contributed to the school 
receiving two outstanding Ofsted reports.   Thank 
you Jayne and enjoy a well-earned rest.
Lorraine Schwarz
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Tony Jeffries
wajefferies888@gmail.com
01380 729989
Chris Larkin
chrisvlarkin@gmail.com
01380 728745
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PHOTO FUN
More animals finding strange places to get 
comfortable this month! Do you have any 
amusing photos of people or pets? Send them in!

Martina’s Professional 
Cleaning Services

Is cleaning and ironing taking 
up your valuable time?

We guarantee the best price 
for the perfect job
Regular Cleaning
Spring Cleaning
Office Cleaning
Oven Cleaning

Window Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Ironing
Fully insured and absolute 

privacy assured
The same regular cleaner guaranteed

Call Martina on 07859818198

‘Magic Moments’
by Rowde’s

Douglas Drew
This great book 
centres around 
Rowde and is 

available now, only 
from the village shop

priced only
£6.99

a must for your bookshelf 
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
“ Like me or not, life is too short and you cannot 
please everyone so don’t try. You must please 
yourself. And if you do please someone else 
along the way, that my friend is a bonus.”
J Lee
…and here’s a couple of thoughts
for the day you are reading this:
Love people and use things - not love things 
and use people.
Anon
...and
To handle yourself, use your head – to handle 
others, use your heart.
Anon

At the heart of your community

Whilst the lunch clubs are 
certainly up there, the part of 
this job that I love the most 
is getting to listen to people’s 
stories. Something that always 
strikes me is the incredible amount of knowledge, 
skill and passion that everyone I chat with has, 
whether they themselves realise it or not. I learn 
more about our community and the people 
living in it every day through the conversations 
I have and the stories I hear. Often, the best 
conversations are with the people I have never 
met before. I have learnt about informal groups, 
good walks, personal journeys, local village 
history and even a story about a pet monkey in 
Potterne! 
I often wonder how many stories are out there that 
nobody hears and as Christmas approaches and 
the weather takes a turn for the worst, I am sure 
we all become ever more conscious that there 
are those out there that may not have family and 
friends around them to share those stories with. 
Locally, there are a number of social groups and 
events that cater for a wide range of interests all 
year round and I am always happy to help people 
get involved where I can, be it through linking 
people up with transport options, group organisers 
or other interested individuals. 
The internet is a fantastic resource for finding out 
what is going on in the area but often the people 
I chat with either do not have a computer or if 
they do are unable to use it. Wiltshire Online is 
a scheme run by Wiltshire Council that looks to 
help older people access the internet by pairing 
them up with local students who can help them 
to get online.  Having popped along to a couple 
of the sessions myself they are very friendly and 
there are usually tea and biscuits available! For 
those without computers, the local libraries offer 
free internet access and you can find out more 
by popping in and enquiring with them or calling 
Devizes library on 01380 726878.
Finally, for those that will be alone on Christmas 
day this year there is a Christmas dinner being 
run in Devizes at the Sheep Street Baptist hall 
from 12-3pm. All are welcome and there is no 
cost although there will be space for donations on 
the day. If you are interested and want to find out 
more please get in touch with me by calling 07557 
922027 and I will be more than happy to help.
Alex North, Good Neighbour
Co-ordinator for Devizes villages
M: 07557 922027
Email: devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk

GOOD NEIGHBOUR NEWS FUN COLUMN
In a hospital in Edinburgh ....
Willie McTavish is on his deathbed and knows 
the end is near. He is with the nurse, his wife, 
his daughter and two sons. 
“So”, he says to them: “Bernie, I want you to 
take the Braid Hills houses.”
“Sybil, take the flats over in Morningside and 
Bruntsfield.”
“Tam, I want you to take the offices in 
Charlotte Square.”
“Sarah, my dear wife, please take all the 
residential buildings in the New Town.”
The nurse is just blown away by all this, 
and as Willie slips away, she says, “Mrs. 
McTavish, your husband must have 
been such a hardworking man to have 
accumulated all this property”.
And Sarah replies, “Property? ...no, no, he 
just wants us to take over his paper round!” 
and in an American barber shop ....
An old cowboy walks into a barber’s shop in 
Dime Box, Texas for a shave and a haircut. 
He tells the barber he can’t get all his whiskers 
off because his cheeks are wrinkled from age. 
The barber gets a little wooden ball from a cup 
on the shelf and tells the old cowboy to put it 
inside his cheek to spread out the skin.
When he’s finished, the old cowboy tells the 
barber that it was the cleanest shave he’d 
had in years, but he wanted to know what 
would have happened if he had accidentally 
swallowed the little ball.
“Oh, you could just bring it back in a couple
of days, like everyone else does” replied 
the barber.
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sbere@stjohns.wilts.sch.uk or 01672 519558

Care and Support at Home, offering a personal 
service for older and disabled people at a time 

to suit you and at competitive rates!
Call us on 01380 739295 or email: enquiries@autonomycare.net
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Become a shareholder for Rowde Village Shop
Adult shareholders £10,  Under 18s £5

Please fill in the form on the next page and drop your 
completed form and payment into the shop

Please complete an entry for each household member who is 
buying a share

Please make cheques payable to Rowde Village Shop
Many Thanks

Are you age 60+? 

(Exercises may be done seated or standing) 
Mondays 

2.30pm – 3.30pm 
followed by coffee/tea and a chat 

at Rowde Village Hall 
Cost : £2.00 

For more information contact: 
Yvonne 01380 723086

Come and join our friendly 
exercise class and help 

maintain/improve your mobility

Rowde’s very own and original

For all your home and 
business 

I.T. problems and advice.
Broadband installations, 

Anti-Virus, 
New and refurbished PCs
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk

ROWDE
SEWING CIRCLE

HELD IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

Alternate Tuesdays 1.30 to 4pm 
Please come along and join us or 

ring Yvonne on 01380728745
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Rowde Village Shop Shareholder Form
Name AmountAddress Tel No E-Mail

Please drop your completed form and payment 
into the shop
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Little Hands Made
Bespoke Handmade Cushions         

Tooth Fairy Cushions
Hair Clips

Hair Bands
Bags

Wash/Swimming Bags
Pencil Cases etc

Personalised Christmas Stockings
Christmas Decorations

and much more!
Great presents

for children and adults
Come and Browse
Appointment Only

Call Samantha on 07740 168788 or 
littlehandsmade@yahoo.co.uk

Richard Ellis
Wall & Floor Tiler

Painting & Decorating 
service

Fully Insured
Free no obligation quotes

Competitive rates call
01380 729828 / 07980797377

Rich-Ellis@outlook.com

Vine Cottage 
Breakfast Experience

Come and try our award winning breakfast. 
 

£10 per head of which £7.50 will be donated 
to the RNLI 

 
At 11 am on the following Sunday’s  
9th/16th/23rd November; 7th/14th/21st 

December; 18th/25th January 1st/8thFebruary. 
 

8 people each week; booking essential. 
07501 504948. 

 
Also, try our Sauna for £5 PP during the 

months of Nov to Mid Feb 
Booking as above - all proceeds to RNLI 

Last winter we raised £527, can we beat it 
this winter!! 

Vine Cottage

Breakfast Experience

Vine Cottage 
Breakfast Experience

Come and try our award winning breakfast.

£10 per head of which £7.50 will be donated 
to the RNLI

At 11 am on the following Sunday’s  
9th/16th/23rd November; 7th/14th/21st

December; 18th/25th January 1st/8thFebruary.

8 people each week; booking essential. 
07501 504948.

Also, try our Sauna for £5 PP during the
months of Nov to Mid Feb

Booking as above - all proceeds to RNLI

Last winter we raised £527, can we beat it
this winter!!

Order Your Fresh
Christmas Turkey now!

Hand Plucked

Traditionally reared bronze turkeys
£3.60 per lb

Order now from the shop 
(01380 739800) or

Rowdefield Farm (01380 723703)
for collection from 23rd December

from Rowdefield Farm
*Weight range from 10lb to 20lb
*£10 deposit per bird with order
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It has quietened down at the café now as the 
schools have gone back and Winter is on its way.  
However, at the time of writing this, half term is 
only one week away so we are looking forward to 
seeing the children back again during half term.  
We have an exciting new stand in the café as we 
are now selling Tractor Ted Merchandise which is 
extremely popular with the younger children and 
make ideal Christmas and Birthday presents.
I know it seems early to talk about Christmas but we 
have started making our Christmas Plans already:  
Friday 5 December:  We are opening our doors in 
the evening for a spectacular 3 course Christmas 
meal.  Tickets to be bought in advance ~ we will 
also accept group bookings of up to 15 per table so 
suitable for smaller Christmas work parties as well ~
Saturday 6 December: 12 - 2pm Children’s 
Christmas Celebration with Local Party 
Entertainers Face it n Dance – to include games, 
dancing & face painting & lunch
12th - 22nd December we will have Specials on 
the Board to include delicious Christmas Lunches 
so book in advance for a special Christmas Lunch 
to avoid disappointment!
We will be closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
& Boxing  Day but will be open 10am  – 2 pm 
New Year’s day. Please call 01380 829666 if you 
would like to hire us for a private function for a 
Christmas Evening Meal/Party.
We have some special deals throughout 
November including Senior Citizens Discount 
every Tuesday (excluding school holidays), our 
Soup & a Sandwich Deal is back on and we are 
also giving out coffee loyalty cards and ice cream 
loyalty cards.
We have some new Winter Ice Cream flavours 
including Turkish Delight & Maple & Pecan and 
no doubt we will have some spooky Halloween 
Flavours during half term!
We look forward to seeing you soon!  Sue

ROWDEY COW NEWS

the new Tractor Ted stand

Servicing, Sales & Repairs

BILL ROWELL 
MOWERS

Selection of  new and second-hand 
mowers, ride-ons and strimmers

No repair too big or small
CAN COLLECT

Tel/Fax: 01380 726258
Great News - We have relocated to 
Currys Motors, Bath Road, Devizes

JILLIAN NEWSOM
MSSCh MBGChA

CHIROPODIST
Registered Member of  the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
Tel: 01380 828257

Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 6RR
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Please Reply To 
Mr M C Braund 
“The Firs 
70 Martins Road 
Keevil, Trowbridge 
Wiltshire, BA14 6NA 

Tel        01380 870284 
Mobile  0797 7217985 
Email   mcbraund.phab@btinternet.com 

DEVIZES PHAB  TRANSPORT: 

DOOR TO DOOR PHAB SHOPPER BUS SERVICES 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE TRANSPORTED DOOR TO DOOR? 

ARE YOU ELDERLY or DISABLED? 

 Then this service could be the answer to your Transport Problems. 

Our specialist Accessible Minibus Transport Service with Hydraulic Lift or ramp 
Will pick you up from your door and bring you back to your door 
Our driver will even help you carry your shopping to your door. 

An able bodied companion can also join us if required. 

We can offer you the following services. 

LOCAL DEVIZES SERVICE EVERY THURSDAY 
From Devizes – Urchfont - The Cheverell - Poulshot - Potterne - Rowde - Worton - to Devizes Town Centre 

and Morrisons picking up from 9.00am returning around 12 midday (from Devizes). Return fare £2.00 

DEVIZES TO SALISBURY or WILTON SHOPPING VILLAGE & TROWBRIDGE 
Every  FIRST FRIDAY  9.00am returning 2.30pm  from Trowbridge - Return Fare £ 3.00 

Trowbridge  - January - March - May - July - September - November 
 Salisbury         February - April - June - August - October - December.   

 Picking up from Devizes – The Cheverell - Potterne - Rowde - Worton – West and Market Lavington – 
Urchfont and Village on route. 

DEVIZES TO SWINDON or OUTLET VILLAGE 
Every  THIRD FRIDAY  9.00am returning 2.30pm  From Swindon - Return Fare £3.00 

Picking up from Devizes - Bishop Canning - Coate - Potterne - Rowde – Worton and villages on route. 

For Booking seats and further information please Contact 

Tel 01380- 870274 or email mcbraund.phab@btinternet.com 

 DOOR to DOOR Service Transporting Elderly - people with disabilities & mobility problems 
also your companions 

***************************** 
We are also able to provide transport for clubs etc which operate for NON Profit ie charity or club 

Our Accessible minibuses can accommodate up to 16 passengers 

Any distance travelled at reasonable rates. 

PLEASE CONTACT AS ABOVE. 

Devizes & District 
P.H.A.B. 

PHYSICALLY DISABLED AND ABLE BODIED 
Registered Charity No. 282543 
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Window Cleaner Looking for 
New Customers in Rowde

Please call us on 07746 604224 or visit 
our website www.windowpower.co.uk
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Rowde poppy trail
Rowde has come alive with poppies!  As you 
walk around Rowde you will see poppies on 
gates, walls, in bus stops, on noticeboards, 

in gardens and in house windows.

Have you walked the poppy trail yet?

The Rowde Poppy trail started on Thursday 
23 October and runs until 12 November.  

Find the letters on some of the poppies and 
rearrange them to find a message.

Leaflets showing the walk are available from 
the School Office or the Village Shop – price 

£1 towards the British Legion.

Join us in remembering the start of 
WW1 in 1914

– 100 years ago.

photographs by Jackie Bawden
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photographs by Alan Watters
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photographs by Alan Watters
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BARN FIRE AT WEST END FARM!

photographs by Alan Watters

Eight fire crews attended the fire

See pages 43 & 44 for report

this photo by Richard Heath
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4CHILDREN

For further 
information or to get 
involved, telephone 
01380 738691

Canal Boat
Rental

From the Wharf  below 
Caen Hill Locks

www.foxhangers.co.uk

Tel: 01380 828795

Choose from our fleet of 14 modern 
narrowboats, all built new at Foxhangers

More to Foxhangers than boat hire!

Visit our website for complete details of our
Weekend Breaks
Midweek breaks
Weekly Breaks

4 self-catering units and a campsite 
available at Lower Foxhangers

Visit www.foxhangers.com for details

Bespoke boat building/Re-fits/Painting
All aspects of boat engineering

Chandlery
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Local News

CAEN HILL CLOSED FOR HOURS 
AFTER TWO-CAR ACCIDENT

Police closed Caen Hill, for over two hours 
on Sunday 21st September after an accident 
involving two cars.  Wiltshire Police received 
a call at 1.38pm and attended along with 
ambulance and fire services.  The incident 
involved a blue Vauxhall Astra and a white 
Ford Fiesta.  There was a full closure of the 
road for safety reasons to remove the lamppost 
knocked over in the incident.  The road was 
fully reopened at 4.30pm. 

South Western Ambulance Service was called 
at 1.42pm and three people were taken to 
the Royal United Hospital, Bath, one with a 
suspected broken pelvis. 
OH BOY - IT’S ANOTHER GIRL!
Great-great-grandmother to nine-week-old 
Gracie, Ennis Green, 96, is delighted that the 
family has expanded and she can pass on all 
her wisdom.
Jan Hillier, Gracie’s great-grandmother and 
Mrs Green’s daughter, said: “If there’s anything 
I want my mum to pass on to Gracie, it is her 
sense of her humour, she is always happy.

It’s just wonderful, we are a very close family 
and we are all so delighted”.
Mum to Gracie, Sophie Ballinger, 22 lives in 
Rowde with Gracie’s dad Dean House and is 
currently on maternity leave from her job at a 
call centre in Bath.
Mrs Green moved to Melksham to marry her 
late husband Leslie and worked as an assistant 
cook at Lowbourne School, cooking food for the 
surrounding area. She later had a career working 
in the admiral team for the MOD in Corsham.
Mrs Hillier, 73, who used to be an auxiliary 
nurse for the district nurses in Chippenham, 
added: “It’s a wonderful experience, five 
generations doesn’t happen very often. To see 
the different generations is wonderful and not 
very common”.
Sue Ballinger, 49, who is Gracie’s grandmother 
and a dental nurse in Bradford on Avon, is also 
thrilled to have another girl in the family, she 
said: “We were all convinced Gracie was going 
to be a boy but it was a wonderful surprise. We 
are bowled over with her, she’s gorgeous and to 
have Granny still around is fabulous. Granddad 
died 15 years ago so Granny lives on her own 
and she’s done so well.”

Family head Ennis Green with eight-week-old 
Gracie House, with daughter Jan Hillier, left, 
granddaughter Sue Ballinger, right and great 

granddaughter Sophie Ballinger, mother of Gracie

Source - Gazette & Herald
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Local News

ROWDE YOUTH CLUB MARCHES ON!
Anonymous donors have stepped in to 
support the newly reformed Rowde Youth 
Club following recent publicity and appeals 
in the Rowde Village News and The Gazette 
and Herald.
New organiser Iain Marr was delighted when 
well wishers contacted him to donate a 
total of £700 to the club. One supporter has 
donated £500 and there have been a number 
of smaller gifts.
The club held its first session under the new 
leadership on Friday evening at Rowde Primary 
School and 35 youngsters attended. Mr Marr 
said: “It was great so many youngsters turned 
up. We also had a young person who used to 
be a volunteer helper come along and he said 
he had never known such a good turnout or for 
the atmosphere to be so good.”
Parish council chairman Jackie Bawden said: “I 
am delighted the club is back up and running. It 
is a very positive thing for the village.”
The club meets on Fridays from 6.30pm to 
8.30pm during school term time.
A NEW FOOTPATH FOR ROWDE!
Have you ever wished that you could walk to the 
Rowdey Cow without having to walk along the 
busy High Street or just wanted a different walk 
with the family on a Sunday afternoon?

Well, with support from Wiltshire Council, a local tenant 
farmer and the Canal and River Trust, Rowde will be 
getting a new permissive footpath in December.
The new path starts where the Marsh Lane 
footpath, coming towards Rowde from the locks, 
crosses the track going up to the Caen Hill cafe into 
the Jubilee Wood.  This land is owned by the Canal 
and River Trust (CRT) which has given permission 
to extend the permissive path along the edge of the 
hedge until it meets Wiltshire Council’s land. At this 
point a gap in the hedge will have to be made and 
a kissing gate and bridge erected.  
The path will then continue along the line of 
the hedge until it meets the gate into the field.  
Walkers to Rowde may leave the walk at this point 
following the pavement into Rowde (B3101) whilst 
those coming from Rowde will join the new path 
via a new kissing gate beside the field gate.
The new path will follow the edge of the field 
running at the back of Hft and beside Rowde 
Academy School.  There will need to be a number 
of openings cut and two new bridges across 
ditches.  The views from the path of Roundway 
and up into Devizes are spectacular throughout 
this walk.  The permissive path comes out on 
Devizes Road just opposite the Rowdey Cow.
The Parish Council has been awarded a grant 
of over £1500 to carry out the essential work 
needed to create the path.  Teams of volunteers 
from Rowde will be working over 3 weekends in 
November with members of Wiltshire Council’s 

Club members and the committee celebrate the launch night for Rowde Youth Club at Rowde Primary Academy

Source - Gazette & Herald
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footpaths team to open up gaps in the hedges, 
put in the kissing gates and bridges.
Walkers will be reminded to keep to the path.  
It is a permissive path and as such may be 
withdrawn from use if walkers or their dogs 
stray onto the agricultural land beside the path.
Join us on Sunday 7 December for the official opening.  
Meet at the Marsh Lane end of the track going up 
to the Caen Hill Cafe at 1.45.  Walk the new path 
to the Rowdey Cow for refreshments.
Jackie Bawden, Rowde Parish Council
HARVEST LUNCH 12TH OCTOBER
I offered to help set up for the Harvest lunch 
on Saturday. We arrived and Jane was already 
there setting up.  A few minutes later Mo, 
Clare, Kiah, Thalia and Ehren arrived to help. 
We started by wiping down the tables and 
setting them up in order. Once we had done 
this we got all of the chairs out around the 
table in colour order so they all matched. We 
then started laying out glasses, knives, forks, 
spoons, salt and pepper on each table. We had 
to lay them out very carefully so we didn’t break 
anything and so it looked nice.  It took about an 
hour to set up but it looked good when we had 
everything done.

On Sunday morning Gavin and his team of 
helpers – Bernie, Keith, Mike and Tayte - 
started preparing and cooking the lunch at 9.30.  
After the service in St Matthew’s everyone who 
had bought a ticket walked down to the HFT 
Hall. Once they arrived they were shown to their 
tables.   There were adult tables towards the 
back of the hall and family tables towards the 
front.  This was so the adults were not disturbed 
by the children running around the play and 
drawing areas where the children played while 
waiting for their lunch. 88 people came to the 
lunch, 19 of these were under 14.  It was a very 
good turn out.
The first course was roast pork, roast potatoes, 
cabbage, carrots, parsnips and apple sauce.  
Everyone enjoyed the meal and people went 

Local News

photographs by Alan Watters and Jane Moss

up for seconds, there was plenty.  After the first 
course had finished about 15 minutes later 
dessert came out.  The puddings were fruit 
crumble served with cream or custard. Children 
could have ice cream if they would rather.
It was really fun and enjoyable and I think 
everyone who came enjoyed every bit of it.  
£440 was raised which is being split equally 
between Wiltshire Air Ambulance and the World 
Food programme.
Wesley Attwood
EASTENDERS STAR JOINS THE PARTY

Soap star Lucy Benjamin was the life and soul 
of the party when she visited Rowde to help 
the George and Dragon celebrate its tenth 
anniversary. Miss Benjamin, who became 
friends with pub owners Phil and Michelle Hale 
and ‘Chippy’ Day during a charity event several 
years ago, took the role of quiz master during 
the evening and joined in the dancing.
Phil Hale said “if you think how loud and bubbly 
her character Lisa Fowler was in EastEnders 
and multiply that by ten then you have Lucy! We 
had a fantastic evening. We have really enjoyed 
our ten years in Rowde. For us coming out of 
London it was great to come to a place like this 
where we can be part of the community.”

...and there was a big demand for seconds!

A night to remember judging by these happy faces!   
L to R - Chippy, Lucy, Michelle and Phil 

Two of the hard working chefs in the kitchen!
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And the ‘Quizzie Rascals’ were the narrow 
winners of an exciting and very entertaining 
quiz. Their team was made up of Lucy Fenton, 
Phil Hunt, Helen Hopgood, Andrew Smith, Lisa 
Naylor and Stef Naylor. Well done to them and 
congratulations to all the owners and staff at 
the George and Dragon. We hope you stay for 
another ten years (and more)!
Ed
WORLD WAR 1 BATTLEFIELD 
COMMEMORATIVE RIDE
In the past the second weekend in September 
has usually been one which I take part in the 
Ride and Stride event aimed at raising money 
for the Wiltshire Historic Church Fund, which 
Saint Matthews has benefitted from in terms of 
receiving a grant. 2014 was to be different as I 
joined 92 other cyclists at Folkestone at 0900 
a.m. at Sir John Moore Barracks.
The aim of the little jaunt was to spend the next 
six days cycling round some of the Battlefields 
of France and Belgium, where the antecedent 
Regiments of The Rifles, which include The 
Wiltshire Regiment, had been present. Each of 
the 93 cyclists had set themselves a minimum 
target of raising £750 for a fund called Care for 
Casualties, a Rifles regimental Fund to look 
after the present day wounded servicemen, 
their families and supporters.
After an hour spent in administration and 
briefing we set off in small groups, so as not 

to annoy the British car travelling public. I had 
always thought Folkestone and Dover were on 
similar contour lines, but some sadistic route 
planner had us riding up three step hills before 
descending down into Dover to catch the ferry.
Once in France our route out of Calais was 
along a 13 mile tarmac track running south 
along the canal and thereafter most of the 
routes in France and Belgium would be on 
minor roads. Having set off in our groups the 
organiser, Green Jersey Cycle Tours, would 
beetle off ahead and set up a food/drinks 
stop some two hours cycling down the road. 
Once we had all been through there they 
would do the same for lunch and again for 
the mid-afternoon replenishment stop. The 
lunch stop was usually in small town with mini 
supermarkets where one would buy pasta 
type meals just like the one sold in the Rowde 
Village shop, ideal for restoring spent energy.
Day one was a relative 
short haul of 47 miles 
seeing us safely in the 
town of Saint Omer. 
The accommodation 
that night was in the Ibis 
hotel; similar in standard 
to a Premier Inn, but 
after a day’s cycling all 
you needed was a bed 
and the ability to have a 
decent shower.
Day 2 was from St 
Omer to Arras, which 
have been 58 miles 
according to the 
Green Jersey Cycling 
Tour’s route planner 
but our milometers 
were showing 62, gave us the opportunity of 
stopping at several Commonwealth War Grave 
Cemeteries. Each Day would see the group 
laid a wreath at a specific site to commemorate 
the actions of specific antecedent Regiments 
and on this day a wreath was laid at the Duds 
Corner Cemetery to commemorate the actions 

...and the happy quiz winners - The Quizzie Rascals 

Only Half Way up the Hill from Folkestone to Dover

St Omer Cathedral   
“Sans Lumiere”

photographs by Alan Watters and Michael Cornwell
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of the Wiltshire Regiment, The Royal Berkshire 
Regiment and the Gloucestershire Regiment at 
the Battle of Loos in 1915.

Day 3 was from Arras to Albert and the and 
those who had ventured onto the charity ride 
without any military history background were 
realising the horrendous scale of the loss of 
lives because cemeteries might have many 
graves but the sheer number of names on the 
panels around the perimeter of each cemeteries 
denoting those with no known grave greatly 
outnumbered the number of headstones. The 
evening accommodation at Albert was a Poppy 
Hostel, very basic dormitory accommodation, 8 
people to a room.
Day 4 was from Albert to Bruay and the most 
poignant visit that day was to the Thiepval 
Memorial to the Missing of the Somme.

Day 5 was from Bruay to Ypres and the major 
difference when we crossed into Belgium was 
the provision of cycle lanes on most roads, 
which we had to use. We had been warned 
that the ceremony at the Menin Gate would be 
starting at 8:00 p.m. and to be in place at least 
before 7:30 p.m. Even then the crowd was 

Local News

several deep and the only way to really see the 
ceremony was to stand behind a tall American 
or Australian and watch it on their Apple Mas as 
they held it above their head and filmed.

Day 6 was to be 76+ plus miles Ypres back to 
Folkestone with 63 being to Calais, fortunately 
it was dead flat and we averaged 18 miles 
an hour for most of the way. Once back in 
England we realised how much less tolerate 
of cyclist we Brits are compared to the French 
and Belgians, where a hoot on the horn over 
there is one of encouragement and “hail fellow 
well done”; over here it means “get out of my 
way what do you think you are doing being on 
the same road as me.” 
Michael Cornwell

Regimental Collect being read at Duds Corner Cemetery

Four “Farmers Boys” {nickname of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment (Berkshire and Wiltshire)} 
in front of the Wiltshire Regiment panel at Thiepval. Or 

“Tallest on the Right, shortest on the left: Form three ranks”

the ceremony at the Menin Gate

Indian CWGC Michael, a double amputee and former serving Rifleman, passing three of the Farmers Boys

photographs by Michael Cornwell
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Local News

FOOTBALL
Rowde’s winning run extended in new season
After finishing the previous campaign with a 
12-match unbeaten run, Rowdey Cow Rowde 
(formerly Cross Keys Rowde) extended that 
run to 13, courtesy of a 4-2 home success over 
Miller Sports B.  Harry Waylen gave Miller the 
lead which was cancelled out by Jamie Wallen 
before half time.  Bradley Whitbread edged 
Rowde in front but a second from Waylen 
restored parity. A penalty from Alex Singh made 
it 3-2 and Matt Lever scored late in the game to 
confirm Rowde’s win. 
Cup Hat Trick for Brad Whitbread
Bradley Whitbread scored a perfect hat-trick in 
his Rowdey Cow Rowde side’s 6-2 victory over 
Old Road FC in the WG Parr Trophy match on 
14th September. Matt Lever, Alex Singh and 
Robbie Whyte were also on target for Rowde, 
while James House scored both for Old Road. 
Worton end Rowde run
After their good cup win against Old Road, 
Rowde’s amazing 14 games unbeaten run 
finally came to an end on September 21st when 
they were narrowly beaten 5-4 by title chasing 
Worton & Cheverall. Rowde players finding the 
back of the net were Bradley Whitbread (two), 
and Robbie Whyte (one). A Worton own goal 
made it four. 
Happy Returns for Rowde
Rowde regained their winning ways on 28th 
September as they beat Bath Road 5-4 in 
another nine goal thriller. Bradley Whitbread 
scoring four, and Joe Merritt scoring the fifth. 
Then on 5th October they won again against 
Mallard FC. This time in a thrilling 10 goal 
fest 7-3. Rowde’s goals coming from Bradley 
Whitbread (four), Matt Lever, Rory Collins and 
Dean Taccuso.
Thrilling Cup Shoot Out!
On 12th October Rowdey Cow Rowde (second 
division) were involved in a thrilling cup tie 
with Premier Division side Goatacre CC 
FC.  In normal play Darren Holcombe’s goal 
for Goatacre was cancelled out by Bradley 
Whitbread’s 57th-minute strike and so the tie 
went to penalties. Goatacre keeper Shaun 
Preen saving two shootout spot-kicks to send 
his side through. Successful spot kicks from 
Simon Dance, Holcombe, Dan Barnett and Rob 
Murphy won it for Goatacre after Preen had 
saved penalties from Jamie Wallen and Bradley 

Whitbread. Unfortunately Robbie White was the 
only Rowde player to score from 12 yards. 
Another big win for Rowde!
On 19th October Rowdey Cow Rowde beat 
Old Road FC 8-0 with three goals from Dean 
Taccuso and two from Bradley Whitbread. The 
other scorers were Rory Collins, Dan Arnold 
and Kieren Chivers.
(See who’s who in the team on page 45)
FOLLOW POPPY TRAIL AROUND 
VILLAGE AND SUPPORT ROYAL 
BRITISH LEGION
Rowde is organising a poppy trail around 
the village to mark the centenary of the start 
of the First World War from October 23 to 
November 12.  Villagers will be creating 
poppies of all shapes and sizes to be 
displayed in gardens.  Those following the 
trail will pay £1 which will be donated to the 
Royal British Legion. 
WANT TO GROW YOUR SOCIAL 
ENTERPRISE?
Free training for social enterprises in Wiltshire!
Community First and Silva Social Enterprises 
have got together to provide a free business 
skills training programme which is designed for 
social enterprises who want to move up to the 
next level.
Attendees can come along to one, or all, of the 
eight workshops which are spread out over 10 
months at venues across Wiltshire.
The workshops are a great opportunity to 
network with like minded organisations and 
will cover topics such as social media and 
marketing, tendering and winning contracts 
and finance and investment.
If you would like to sign up, or just 
want to know more please visit 
www.enterprisetrainingwiltshire.com or phone 
01225 715806.
Workshops for start-up enterprises and 
entrepreneurs will be coming soon supported 
by Aster Communities.
FIREFIGHTERS FACE WALL OF 
FLAMES IN ROWDE
Rowde farmers Martin and Debbie Handy have 
lost more than £40,000 of hay and straw in a 
fire that ripped through four barns next to their 
home on Monday 20th October.
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A wall of flames met the first fire crew from 
Devizes as it arrived to battle a blaze at 
West End Farm, Rowde. Command support 
manager Ade Hurren said: “The first crews did 
a tremendous job containing the fire when they 
arrived. They were met with a wall of flames 
and had to deal with a difficult water supply.”
Eight crews from all over Wiltshire joined the 
battle to save farm buildings at the property. 
The first crews arrived just after 11.10am after 
the alarm was raised by workers at the farm. 
Those from Devizes and Melksham were 
soon joined by others from Chippenham, 
Marlborough, Wilton and Pewsey.

Mr Hurren said: “The water pressure from the 
hydrants in these village area is often low so we 
have had to call in specialist water carriers to 
help with the operation.
The A342 was closed from the bottom of 
Dunkirk Hill to St Edith’s Marsh and there was 
also heavy congestion and chaos along some 
of the small village lanes leading into Rowde 
as motorists tried to find their way around the 
fire area.
The fire was contained with barns and other 
farm buildings but tons of hay and straw were 
destroyed. There were no casualties reported 

and livestock was not affected as the animals 
were away from the buildings in nearby fields.
Ambulance crews stood by in case there were 
any casualties among fire fighters and police 
controlled the traffic.
At the height of the blaze, eight crews were 
helping to battle the fire and stop heat reaching 
a giant slurry tank and two diesel containers. 
The Environment Agency were also called to 
the farm as it was feared the blaze might cause 
the slurry container to spill its gallons of liquid 
which would then contaminate a nearby stream. 
But the firefighters managed to cool the tank 
sufficiently that although it started to melt it did 
not leak.
The water pressure from the hydrants in the 
village is often low so they have had to call 
in specialist water carriers to help with the 
operation. They also used water from the 
stream to combat the flames. The environment 
agency was happy there had not been pollution.

Farmers Martin and Debbie Handy praised the 
crews for arriving quickly after the alarm was 
raised. Mrs Handy said: “I couldn’t believe how 
much of a nuisance had been created with the 
road closed and so much smoke but the fire 
crews were wonderful.”
(See page 36 for more photographs)

....and at this time 25 Years Ago ....
DETECTIVES HUNT ROWDE ARSONIST
A team of Wiltshire detectives were hunting 
an arsonist believed to have started a fire that 
caused thousands of pounds worth of damage 
to the car breaker’s yard at Caen Hill, Rowde. 
A young lad passing in a car saw the fire and 
raised the alarm. Although a bungalow was 
saved by strenuous efforts of firemen from 
seven towns, it was severely smoke logged.
Ed

Local News

photographs by Alan Watters
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Local News

Dear Villager,
Rowde Village Fete and Scarecrow Trail 
Saturday 4th July 2015 12 - 4pm
The village Fete committee  are starting 
preparations and planning for next years Fete 
and Scarecrow Trail.  We really hope to repeat 
the success of this summer which was a most 
enjoyable day for the whole village.
I am writing to you as a Resident, local group or 
business to let you know of the date for next years 
Fete in case you would like to be involved.  In 
essence the Fete is a village party and we would like 
all the Village groups represented.
Last year we made £500 for Devizes Opportunity 
Centre.  And the School and other stall holders all 
raised funds for their own causes.  This year we 
would like to raise funds for a Rowde based project, 
if you have any suggestions please let us know, 
suggestions so far are for a Rowde Bonfire and 
Fireworks night or the Village Shop for example.
Stalls for the Fete will be free to any village based 
group although a £10 donation to the running 
costs of the fete would be appreciated, Groups 
can keep their own takings and it is an excellent 
way of raising funds.  Stalls for external groups or 
commercial businesses have a charge of £15.  
We will be running as many of the same stalls 
and events from last year’s fete as possible and 
need volunteers to help on the day. If you can man 
the bar, BBQ, sell raffle tickets or run one of the 
children’s games, for any amount of time, please get 
in touch.  This year we will also be having the Royal 
Wootton Bassett Silver Band and a Puppet show.  
We are also in need of any Gazebos and outdoor 
tables and chairs.
We would like to have a ‘Made in Rowde’ 
section of the fete for any local produce, crafts or 
interactive stalls (if you have a skill you could teach 
or share).  We really need someone to lead on this, 
please let us know if you are willing to be involved.
The committee will meet on the 1st Wednesday 
of the month in the Church 7.30pm. (dates below) 
come along or give your details to the Fete 
Secretary at anytime, contact details below.
Wednesday 5th Nov, 7th Jan, 4th Feb, 4th Mar, 1st 
Apr, 6th May 3rd Jun.
If you are interested in running a stall, making 
or hosting a Scarecrow please fill out the form 
opposite or visit the Rowde village website 
to download one and either email to the Fete 
secretary, drop it off at the Shop or through the 
Secretary’s door.
I look forward to hearing form you,
Lorna Freemantle
Email; lorna@matthewfreemantle.com
Mobile; 07801352539
Address; 6 Scholars Park, SN10 2AH
Village web page; http://www.rowdevillage.org

ROWDE VILLAGE FETE 
AND SCARECROW 

TRAIL 2015

ROWDE RESIDENTS TURN OUT IN 
FORCE FOR TOUR OF BRITAIN RACE!
Tour De France victor Sir Bradley Wiggins 
and the other riders passed by the turning 
for Rowde village on the A361 at Caen Hill 
just after 11am on 12th September.
The Tour of Britain is now one of the major 
cycling events in the world and school 
children and local people lined the road at 
Caen Hill to show their support for the cyclists 
as they whizzed past with Sir Bradley Wiggins 
promminent out on his own to the left of the 
leading pack.

photographs by Alan Watters

Rowde residents and school children line the road 
and await the arrival of Sir Bradley and Co

Last year’s winner Sir Bradley Wiggins (left) on his 
way to third place in this year’s race
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Rowde Scarecrow Trail 4th and 5th  July 2015 10.30 – 5.30 daily
Scarecrow application form

Anyone is welcome to build a Scarecrow, the theme for your scarecrow will 
be issued to you. Each Scarecrow will be designated a position along the 
route shown below. They will be on display between Saturday and Sunday. 
They will need to be in position by 0930 Saturday 4th July 2015.

I would like to build a scarecrow;

Name .................................. Email ................................. Phone ........................
Please indicate if you will need assistance in transporting your scarecrow to 
its display position which will be issued to you.
I live along the route and will be happy to host a Scarecrow

Name .................................. Address .................................................................
Email ......................................................... Phone .............................................
Please submit this form by 30 Apr 2015 by email to the Fete Secretary             
Lorna@matthewfreemantle.com or hard copy to Rowde Village Shop or Rowde 
Primary Academy reception.

Rowde Village Fete 4th July 2015  12 - 4pm
Stall application form

Stall Name ...............................................................................................................................
CONTACT DETAILS
Stall holders Name ..................................................................................................................
Email .......................................................................    Phone number ....................................
STALL DETAILS
Number of Pitches ........... (pitch size approx 3m/ 9ft x 3m/9ft)    Table required? YES / NO
(it will assist the organisers if you can provide you own, if not possible please indicate how 
many tables you require, we have access to 5 and 6ft tables) .........................
Will you be bringing a Generator or any other extra equipment such as tentage etc (please 
list with dimensions if applicable)
EVENT DETAILS
Location;  St Matthews Church Playing field.
Charge; Free for village organisations and charities (donation to running costs 
appreciated)   £15 for commercial stalls
Set up times;
If you require to drive vehicles onto the playing field please arrive by 10 am on the day
Vehicles to be clear of the field by 11am
All stalls to be set up by 11.30 am
Please submit this form to the Fete Secretary Lorna@matthewfreemantle.com or 
hard copy to Rowde Village Shop or through Secretary’s door (6 Scholars park).

And all side roads and 
cul-d-sacs leading off 
these roads

Rowde 
Court Rd

Sands Lane

Marsh Lane

Cross 
Keys

Cock Road and 
Bunnies Lane

High Street
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Notice to ALL readers and contributors
The next edition will be a double issue covering December and January 
The following issue will be the February issue. 
 Ed
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WE NEED YOU!
Do you have some news to share or just 
have something to say about the village?
If you can contribute to the content of your 
Rowde Village News in any way or would like 
to give us feedback (good or bad) or discuss 
any magazine issues then please contact:
Alan Watters on 01380 724788 or by email 
at watters.alan@gmail.com
or Suzan Jackett on 01380 729791 or by 
email at suzijj@rocketmail.com   

IN AID OF THE RNLI
A DEBUT SESSION IN DEVIZES 

BY
SOUTH WEST  ROCK COVERS BAND  

SATURDAY 22nd NOVEMBER - DOORS OPEN 8PM
BAND PLAYS 9 – 11 PM 

THE CONSERVATIVE CLUB, LONG STREET, 
DEVIZES

TICKETS £10 FROM DEVIZES BOOKS OR 
£12 ON THE DOOR – Also available from 

Rowde Village Shop

ROCK & 
CLASSIC 

ROCK WITH 
A LITTLE 
POP AND 

BLUES

FROM 70’s 
TO THE 

PRESENT 
DAY

Seasoned Logs
and Kindling Available

Don’t Shiver, We Deliver
Call James on
07970 781828
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Christmas
Open Studio
15 & 16 November 2014

11am - 5pm
Rowde Court Studios
Marsh Lane Rowde SN10 2NW

Join us for mulled wine and mince pies and a 
chance for some early Christmas shopping

Enter through the green door in the wall on        
Marsh Lane opposite Springfield Road

Parking nearby
 or shop online  www.annswan.co.uk

www.silverswanjewellery.co.uk  
01380 724788

Paintings, prints, cards, jewellery, 
china, giftware and art materials

Fish now available from 
Rowde Shop

Pre-order or just take pot luck
We will have fresh on a Friday and

frozen the rest of the week
Order today...

....deliver tomorrow!
We can even tell you the boat that caught it!!!

Ceramic
Porcelain
Natural Stone

Call Mike Foster on - 01380 720987 - Mobile: 07835 213112
Email: mikestilingservices@gmail.com
Web: mikestilingservices.co.uk

Call for a free quotation
Fully insured, quality workmanship

Fitting - Supply - Design Services for Floor and Wall Tiling

There will be bargains!
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H.F. STILES & SON LTD

22 High Street, Bromham, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN15 2EX

Telephone: (01380) 850342

Fourth generation family butchers
Retail butchers established over a century

Beef, Pork and Lamb sourced from local farms and 
slaughtered at our own abattoir ensuring that we know 

exactly where your meat comes from
All beef hung and matured for 3 weeks

Please phone with any orders or enquiries that you may have and to find 
out about our weekly delivery service

Opening Times
Monday: 8am – 1pm
Tuesday – Friday: 8am – 5pm (closed between 1pm and 2pm)
Saturday:  8am – 1pm

Please call for more details and to place your 
Christmas orders

This months Special Meat box: 3½ lb Gammon joint or steaks, 
4 x 6oz Ribeye steaks, 1 whole chicken, 10 Pork Sausages,        

1 lb Bacon, 6 Free Range Eggs - only £35

CHRISTMAS BOXES
Fresh Usk Vale Turkey

Home cooked Ham joint
Homemade Chestnut and

Sausage meat stuffing
Homemade chipolata sausages

Home cured Streaky Bacon
Luxury Cranberry sauce

For 4 people £45.00
For 6 people £62.50
For 10 people £85.00

Other sizes are available
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Andrew Goodfield 
Woodwork

Devizes Road, Rowde
CARPENTRY/JOINERY/FURNITURE/

KITCHENS
Established 12 years 

Specialist in ‘built in’
Bookcases/Cupboards/Wardrobes

FREE DESIGN & QUOTATION
NO VAT

Tel: 01380 722067
Email: apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uk

Web Site: www.apgwoodwork.co.uk

T O’ROURKE
All plastering work undertaken

No job too small
FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Troy on:
01380 720113

or  07968 634689

Rowde Village Shop
Veg/fruit box

Are you interested in a weekly fruit and/
or veg box supplied by your village 

shop (local produce where possible)?
Please pop in or phone 01380 739 800

Vine Cottage B&B
AA ****

AA Breakfast Award
Trip Advisor certificate of 

excellence 2014
Ensuite Rooms from £50 single 

and £70 double
Inclusive of Full English Breakfast menu 
using our own eggs
Also guest lounge, free use of Sauna, 
WiFi and POD Point Electric car charger
Walkers and cyclists welcome
Tel: 01380 728360 or email:
vinecottagebb@btinternet.com

www.vinecottagebb.co.uk

www.facebook.com/
vinecottagebb

CHRISTMAS FAIR
Wide Range of Stalls, Santa’s Grotto 
(free), Refreshments & lots more at 

THE CORN EXCHANGE
SATURDAY 6th DECEMBER 2014

9.00a.m. to 2.30p.m.
PROFITS DONATED TO LOCAL GOOD 

CAUSES
WE WILL COLLECT ANY UNWANTED 

ITEMS IN GOOD CONDITION
Toys, bikes, games, jigsaws, sports 

goods, electrical goods, books, tools, 
garden and small items of furniture, 

kitchen utensils, unwanted gifts, 
records, CDs, videos, bric-a-brac etc.

We regret we cannot accept 
televisions, computer monitors or 

large items of furniture (beds, settees, 
wardrobes etc)

but we would be pleased to accept 
any donations or gifts of bottles 

(unopened!) to help raise more money 
for charitable causes.

Collections during November arranged
by ringing ANY of the following 

Devizes numbers 
722188, 727061, 724347, 721942, 722893
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HOUSE/PET SITTER
Experienced house and pet 
sitter proficient in dealing 
with a variety of pets and 

farm animals

01380 720607/07788 585191

WANTED
Assistant Organist and/or Pianist

To support our current organist and the musical life at St Matthew’s Church, Rowde, 
near Devizes, on an occasional basis

The William Sweetland organ was built in 1881, a piano is also available.
We have an enthusiastic choir and a new Benefice junior choir has been formed 
recently. Expenses can be paid: remuneration and the number of services per 

month are negotiable. To find out more or to express interest please phone      
Mrs Nicola Brown on 01380  722406

Rowde Road Runners meet weekly at the 
George & Dragon. We now have a dozen 
members who participate in a gentle run each 
Sunday morning. We have two or three easy 
routes that can be 3, 4 or 6 miles long. If you 
fancy a quiet friendly jog on Sunday mornings, 
please come and join us. For more information, 
please call Chippy at the G&D, 01380 723 053.

We meet every Sunday at 9.30am
in the George & Dragon car park

Rowde Runners
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POULSHOT LODGE FARM SHOP
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop opened in July 2010 proudly 
selling their own home reared beef as well as locally 
sourced pork, lamb and poultry. 
As well as our tasty meats we also offer fruit and 
vegetables, eggs, cheeses, chutneys, bread and much 
more, as much as possible from local producers. 
Whether it’s a sausage or half a lamb or pig we will try to 
accommodate all your needs, no order is too small.
So why not call in and reduce your food miles to see what 
benefits we have to offer

• Full time experienced butcher
• Farm assured
• All meat 100% traceable
• Competitively priced

Poulshot Lodge Farm 
Poulshot 

Nr Devizes 
Wiltshire 

SN10 1RQ
Tel 01380 827202

Just off A361 less than 1 mile from Devizes
www.poulshotlodgefarm.co.uk

Open Tuesday-Thursday 10am-5pm, Friday 10am-5.30pm, 
Saturday 9am-4pm
Monday - CLOSED
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CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD
INCORPORATING

THOMAS FREE & SONS of MARLBOROUGH & PEWSEY

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MEMORIAL SERVICE

Combining modern technology with traditional values
TELEPHONE: 01380 722500 or 01672 512110 24HR

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
  Directors:  Charles, Paula and Philip Winchcombe

Registered office: Winchcombe House, 37 New Park Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1DT

Mobile Library Service

A mobile library van visits Rowde (Village Hall) 
on alternate Mondays, from 3.20pm to 3.50pm. 
You can borrow books for adults and 
children of all ages, plus story tapes/CDs. 
It is also possible to reserve items that are 
not available on the van. The library van is 
wheelchair accessible.  
For more details on Wiltshire Library Service, 
log on to: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries
What you will need:
Either a Wiltshire Library card or proof of 
your name and current address (for example 
an allowance book, bank/building society 
statement, driving licence or official bill/invoice).
Next dates for the Library van (all Mondays):
3rd, 17th November, 1st December

5
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Useful phone numbers
Libraries: 01225 713000
Parking: 01380 734812
Pest control: 01380 734721
Planning: 01380 734812
Recycling boxes - Hills Waste: 0845 6032085
Registration – Births, Deaths & Marriages: 

01225 713007
Roads & pavements (Clarence) 

Freephone:  0800 232323
or mobile/outside Wiltshire:01225 777234
School admissions: 01225 713010
School special educational needs: 

01225 718095
School transport:  01225 713004
Social care – adults: 0300 456 0111
Social care – children: 01225 773500
Street care and cleaning: 01380 734849

Unit 1 Townsend Court, POULSHOT, DEVIZES,
WILTSHIRE SN10 1SD

TELEPHONE: 01380 828297
www.tranquilmoment.co.uk

email:  tranquilmoment@live.co.uk

Decleor facials, 
microdermabrasion, massage,  

sports massage and injury clinic, 
shrinking Violet fat loss body wraps,  

CND shellac and Brisa Lite 
sculpting gel nails, CND manicure 
and pedicure, Apilus electrolysis, 

CACI non surgical face lift,   
Decleor and CND stockist

Please call Jo at The Tranquil Moment Health and 
Beauty Clinic to make an appointment

Call us or follow us on Facebook for up 
to date offers and news

WHISTLEY CANINE 
COUNTRY CLUB

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For
Our Four Legged Friends

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating
Day Care Facility Inspections Welcome

Potterne Devizes
 01380 738189/726330

Please see our website for more details
www.whistleykennels.co.uk



Page 57Rowde Village News   November 2014

Depressed?    Anxious?    Stuck?    Grieving?
              Stressed?       Not Managing?

COUNSELLING SERVICE
A safe, confidential and personal place to 

talk, and help you to move forward

A low cost counselling service in the 
community for all

Initial Assessment Free of Charge
For further information please contact:
Wiltshire Mind
24a High Street
Melksham
SN12 6LA
Email: counselling@wiltshiremind.co.uk 
Phone 01225 706532
Reg Charity Number: 1113751      Reg Company Number: 5498430

Duvet Cleaning Service
Duvet too big for your washing machine?

Let us do it for you!
We can also launder sleeping bags, throws, blankets, 

football/rugby strips (discount for whole teams)
Gifts

We have a large range of Handcrafted Gifts
from Jewellery to Bird and Bug Houses, 

handmade cardsw to personalised gift boxes
Produce

We make a wide range of Jams, Chutneys and Marmalades
Orders taken for Celebration Cakes or Sugar Craft Flowers
We also sell delicious Shortbread, Handmade Chocolates 

and many other seasonal treats.
Rowde Orchard Apple Juice

We produce our own Apple Juice from the orchards here 
at Furlong Close.   Food miles - ZERO!  Give it a try!

Marsh Hall / Catering
A beautiful wheelchair accessible space to hire, with or 

without catering, for Meetings, Parties, Training Courses, etc
For all the above please call in and see us 

or contact us on 01380 725455

Furlong Close,       
Marsh Lane, Rowde, 
Devizes, Wiltshire   
SN10 2TQ
Reg Charity No 313069

Wiltshire Mind

Your Local Ment al Health Chari ty
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Your Complete Office Supplier
12 Market Place

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 1HT

Telephone: 01380 729429
Fax: 01380 728368

Email: Statcup@officepoint.co.uk
www.thestationerycupboard.com

INKJET 
CARTRIDGES

LASER TONERS
PHOTOCOPYING

BUSINESS 
MACHINES

PLAN PRINT 
SERVICES

LAMINATION
OFFICE 

FURNITURE
FREE DELIVERY 

SERVICE

PHILIP HALE
Clinical Sports & Remedial 

Massage Therapist
Promoting a healthy body and mind

PRE TREATMENT POSTURAL ASSESSMENT
Soft Tissue Massage
SPORTS INJURIES

Training & Muscle  Conditioning 
Preparation

TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF:  MUSCLE 
INJURY, BACK PAIN, POOR POSTURE AND 

EVERYDAY STRESSES & STRAINS
Pre, Inter & Post Event Treatment & 

Recovery
WILTSHIRE BASED & MOBILE CLINIC

Please call for an appointment
TELEPHONE: 07825180179

EMAIL: reception@philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.philiphalesportsclinic.co.uk

INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP AT THE 
LONDON SCHOOL OF SPORTS & 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE
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Tom Ashpole
TREE 

SURGERY
All Aspects of Tree 
Surgery Covered

Including Hedgework And Stumpgrinding
NPTC certified, Cert.Arb (RFS) Fully Insured

Tel 01380 828798 Mob 07929 898544
Email: enquiries@wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

Web: www.wiltshiretreecare.co.uk

The I-TEAM Domestic Ironing Services
Serving Rowde-Bromham-Seend-Poulshot-Worton-Market Lavington & surrounding villages

In 2009 an elite ironing unit was court marshalled and jailed for 25 years for alleged 
crimes against un-ironed and creased clothing. Held in a maximum non-ironing facility 
they promptly escaped and now survive as mercenary ironing soldiers of fortune, 
helping those who are harassed, bullied and intimidated by baskets and piles of un-
ironed washing. Today with a price on their heads and wanted by the government, they 
work in the shadows of society where they are hunted by the local population who 
require their unique abilities to resolve issue’s involving creased clothing and other 
household items in a discreet, smoke free and professional manner.
If you have a shirt/blouse or pair of trousers (as well as all other types of clothing 
and household items) that need ironing, or a basket of washing that you just can’t be 
bothered with after a hectic weekend, and if you can find them (not too difficult, our 
contact details are below).

Then you should call The I-TEAM…………….Cue the music
MINIMUM ORDER OF £12.00

Contact - Stacey / Brigette on 01380 829910 / 07999 818741
email - iteamironing@gmail.com

Items charged on individual basis from as little as £0.40
For full price lists & terms & conditions visit www.i-teamironing.com

Delivery charge may apply
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‘Protecting the Vulnerable’
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered charity that has been 
supporting our communities for over 12 years. The charity offers a free 
security and fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk living in 
Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. The Operator will upgrade your 
locks, add window locks, door viewers etc to your property free of charge 
plus give you advise on how to remain safe at home.
Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable position who would benefit 
from this support?

If so, please call our office on 01225 794652

GAIGER BROTHERS LTD
Building Contractors

6 Northgate Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1JL

Tel: (01380) 722412   Fax: (01380) 727890

Dolman Audio Visual
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Seend

provides
reliable and effective repairs 

& maintenance to all makes of 
TV, Hi-Fi & video equipment

by knowledgeable and friendly technical staff 
at our well-equipped service department

Please contact

Maggie or Peter
Phone/Fax: 01380 828524

Email: peterdolman@btconnect.com

Oil Fired Boiler 
Maintenance/Repair

OFTEC qualified technician 
can install, commission and 
repair heating and hot water 
systems from oil tank to 
radiator
Qualified in unvented and 
solar heating
For fast, friendly and efficient 
service and repair call
Nigel Block on:
01380 859479 or 07886 834641
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LETTERS
HARVEST LUNCH WAS ‘BRILLIANT’
Dear All
Just to say a big thank you to all of you that were 
able to come along to the Harvest Lunch - in the 
end we had 87 people which was brilliant. 
I think everyone had a really good time and 
it was lovely to have all the families with their 
children – it was great seeing them all playing 
happily with the toys and drawing things.
Special thanks to Clare, Khia, Thalia, Ehren, 
Amanda, Wesley and Mo for helping with the 
set up yesterday – I have booked you all in for 
next year.
Also to Keith, Bernie, Mike, Tayte and Joe for 
helping Gavin with all the cooking - again you are 
all booked for next year.
Also thanks to all the crumble makers and to 
everyone that helped with clearing up at the end, 
it just makes such a difference to Gavin and me, 
and makes it all so much easier.
With the ticket sales and Raffle we raised £440 
(after costs) which is a wonderful amount.
Our next fundraising event is ‘Stewsday’ Tuesday 
on November 4th at 6.30 pm in St Matthew’s church.
If you would like tickets, please let us know as 
soon as possible as we already have 50 people 
on the list and have a maximum of 100 tickets.
Look forward to seeing you all soon
Gavin and Jane
THANKS FOR CHARITY SUPPORT
Thank you so much for your support in 
contributing to our Barn & Table Top Sale with 
Coffee & Cake. We raised £200 for Rowdeford 
Charity Trust and £200 for Macmillan.
We will be looking for items to sell for charity 
ready for next year, so please think of us if 
you are turning out the attic! Do contact me if 
you would like us to collect.
Sincerely, 
Janet Giles (01380850327 or 07799400932. 
mail@janetgiles.me.uk)
PLEASE GIVE TO ‘RIDE AND STRIDE’
Dear Alan,
I was asked if I would pen something for the 
magazine about the WW1 Commemorative Cycle 
ride I have just returned from (see pages 41 & 42).
As an aside I raised my own personal target 
for the Charity and if people want to donate 
anything may I suggest it goes to the Ride and 
Stride for the Church as I was absent from that 
event this year to take part in this cycle ride.
Yours Aye
Michael Cornwell
A BIG THANK YOU
Thank you once again to all who came along 
to my Coffee Morning in aid of The Wiltshire Air 

Ambulance on 5th September. Also thank you for 
your kind donations. We raised £440 - WOW!!
from Christine at 32 Springfield Road
CAN YOU HELP FIND TINA POUND?
Dear Readers,
My mum has asked me if I could help her find 
a lady called Tina Pound (maiden name). She 
used to live at Tower View in Rowde many 
years ago and then moved to Aylesbury as a 
child. Her mum was called Mabel Pound and 
her father had passed away when she was 
young. She would be approx. 50yrs old now 
and she used to go on holiday to Bowleaze 
Cove in Weymouth. If there is anyone who 
has any information or can help in anyway I 
would really appreciate it. Please contact me 
at suemarywestrupp@hotmail.co.uk or call 
me on 07880 344004.
Many thanks, Laura
CHRISTMAS MARKET
“Dont forget Friday 21st November 5.30 - 8.30 
Hft, Furlong Close Marsh Hall. Christmas 
Market. Plus BBQ. Come along and see Mr 
& Mrs Knapp’s amazing fairground organ and 
bag a Christmas bargain. Lots of stalls. Hope 
to see you all there.”
Jan Emm

WALKING WITH THE GRAIN LTD
• Traditional	hardwood	flooring	company.	Est	26

years. Apprenticed served tradesman.
• All	aspects	of	hardwood	floors	undertaken	to

include a few :Strip Planks -Parquet – Floating
Floors	–	Block	Flooring	–	Be	-spoke	flooring	–
Special Designs .

• Sports Halls + line marking – Schools –
Domestic – Commercial – Village Halls

• Local authority nominated .
• There	is	a	fully	professional	floor	sanding	service

available. The sanding machines are the latest in
German sanding technology. The machines will
extract	96%	of	wood	dust	at	source.

• Just	a	few	of	the	finishes	to	choose	from
Hardwax Oil – Coloured Oils – Stains –
Lacquering – Brushed & oiled.

• All products are solvent free.
• Many references available for inspection.
• Nominated	wood	floor	contractor	for	Wilts

Council.
• For	further	info	:	Office	01249	822750	/	01672

330102	Mob	07747750713
• Email dunne_jj@yahoo.co.uk
• Web www.walkingwiththegrain.co.uk
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LEAF & LAWN
Will tidy your garden

Patio Cleaning, Gutter 
Clearance, Leaf Clearance,

Hedge and Tree Work
NPTC Qualified and insured 
Friendly local service and 

reasonable rates
Tel: 01225 356072

Mobile: 07908 004044

Things you may not think 
your village shop stocks:

• Guinea pig and rabbit food/
    bedding
• Tomato juice
• Tabasco Sauce
• Pickled eggs
• Capers
• Chick peas
• Mini torch

Modern & Traditional 
Designed Memorials

M J SLY
Memorial Stonemason - New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions - Restorations
Free Home Visits & Brochure

Tel: Marlborough (01672) 516797
www.mjsly.co.uk
Email: martin@mjsly.co.uk
Workshop & Showroom at  
Pelhams Court, London Road
Marlborough

Rowde Primary Academy 
offer a photocopying 

and laminating service
Photocopying @ 
5 pence – black & white
10 pence  – colour 
Laminating  @
30 pence  – A4 sheet
50 pence  – A3 sheet

For more information please 
contact 01380 723991 or just pop 

into the school office between 
the hours of 8.30am and 4.00pm

PLEASE 
REMEMBER

to mention where 
you saw the 

advert when you 
contact any of our 

advertisers!
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FREE Classified Ads

How to advertise here for FREE:
If you live locally and have an item to sell then just 
contact	Julie	on	juliebaker72@yahoo.co.uk	or	
telephone	07796690413,	giving	a	brief	description	
of the item, the amount you would like for it, and a 
contact telephone number (name optional). ‘Wanted’ 
ads also accepted. Note - private advertisers only
Please also let us know whether your item 
sells or not so that we can either remove it or 
keep it in for subsequent months

FOR SALE
1. Papoose back carrier with sun canopy
£25.00
2. Karrimor back carrier/papoose, fully
adjustable, padded carrier with frame that 
adjust to stand on floor. £30.00
Contact - 07976879984
FOR SALE
Single divan fold up bed used once £15.00
Two single maroon velvet head boards 
£15.00 (for the pair but will separate) very 
good condition
Two single maroon and white single duvet 
covers and pillow cases £3.00 per set (as 
new)
Maroon lined curtains very good condition 
69” length 66” width with tie backs £8.00 
per pair
Small bedside cabinet mahogany £7.00
All in very good condition
Please contact 726394
FOR SALE
Single Fold out Guest Bed, Excellent 
Condition, Hardly Used
£50.00 ono
Dark Wood Traditional Bureau, Very good 
condition
£50.00 ono (selling as space needed)
New Home Electric Sewing Machine, Good 
working order.
Instruction Booklet included
£20.00
Please phone 01380 721191
WANTED:
We’ve run out of storage space!  Does anyone 
have a garage or similar building in which 
we could rent some space? If so, please ring 
Chris or Victoria on 726306.  Thanks.
FOR SALE (NEED SPACE)
Several antique chairs in very good 
condition. Please phone Ann or Alan on 
724788 to view then make offer or email 
watters.alan@gmail.com for photographs.

FOR SALE
Chicken (or rabbit) run - high quality, 
high grade wire.  Run attaches to coop 
or cage at one end. 2 opening doors 
and one lift up lid area.
75cm (height) x 137.5cm (length) x 82.5cm 
(width)  Original cost £69
Cover for chicken/rabbit run, high quality, 
clear with added UHV protection.  145cm x 
100cm.  Original cost £18.95
Both items above only used for 2 months 
so in excellent condition and fully 
transportable.
Metal chicken feeder and metal chicken 
water feeder.  Both well used but still very 
usable!  Some chicken food and grit.
Offers please.  Tel: 01380 724408

FOR SALE
Canon I-Sensys L120 Laser fax/printer
G3 modem, 3 sec per page
340 page memory. In box never used
£40 Ono 
Phone 01380 850312

FOR SALE
ELC Oven - much loved play oven and sink 
unit looking for a new home. Comes with 
a variety of pans, plates and food. Perfect 
for pretend picnics and tea parties.  Good 
condition. £30
Kinx Appollo - Girls 18” bike. 
Pink with flower detail, bell included. Good 
condition. £30
Raleigh- Twinkle - Girls 14” bike.
Red and purple, with dolls seat and bell.
Good condition. £25
ELC Little Gardeners Lawnmowers.
Ideal for pre-school children to help in 
the garden!
2 available (both blue). £5 ono
Note: All above items open to offers
Contact Deanne 01380 726234

FOR SALE
Mottled green dralon high-back chair, well 
upholstered and very comfortable.  Fire 
retardent certificate. Excellent condition. 
£45.00
Contact 01380 698597
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Boiler installations, maintenance 
& servicing

 Unvented hot water systems
Heating system power flushing

Bathroom design and installation
And all other plumbing & heating 

services

Grant UK accredited installers
OFTEC registered

LOGIC certified

Ken Snook
Home                

01380 729495
Mobile         

07971 117914

Ben Snook
Home                

01380 728270
Mobile         

07823 335584

Email – kbplumbing@outlook.com  

Mini Sudoku (difficult this month)
Insert the numbers 1 to 6 in the blank boxes 
so that each of the six separate areas of 
the puzzle and each line vertically and 
horizontally contains each number only once.

Sudoku (medium this month)

Last Month’s Mini 
Sudoku Solution

Last Month’s Solution

2 6 1 3 4 5
3 4 5 2 6 1
6 2 4 5 1 3
1 5 3 6 2 4
4 3 6 1 5 2
5 1 2 4 3 6

2 3 9 8 7 5 6 1 4
4 7 5 2 6 1 3 8 9
6 1 8 4 3 9 7 5 2
3 4 7 9 8 6 5 2 1
8 2 1 3 5 7 9 4 6
9 5 6 1 4 2 8 7 3
5 8 2 6 9 4 1 3 7
1 6 3 7 2 8 4 9 5
7 9 4 5 1 3 2 6 8

5 2
4

4 1
1 3 2
2 6

4 1 5 2

4 8
1

1 4 7
9 7 1

8 5 3 6
6 4 9 2

9 3
6 4 2

3 2 8 9
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Quick Reference
List of Advertisers

Advertiser        Page
FOOD:
Poulshot Lodge Farm Shop     54
H S Stiles & Son Ltd     51
Rowde Village Shop             various pages

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ETC:
Charles S Winchcombe & Son     55
M J Sly (Memorial Stonemasons) 62
John Stuart Funeral Services       2

TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
The Stationery Cupboard      58
The PC Doctor (Ian Diddams)      27
Qualified Spanish Teacher        9
Photocopying and Laminating      62
St John’s Adult Education      25
Private Visiting Doctor       5
Autonomy Care and Support Services     25

ART, GRAPHICS, PUBLISHING & DESIGN:
‘Magic Moments’ by Douglas Drew     23

CARPENTRY AND WOODWORK:
Andrew Goodfield Woodwork     52

HOUSE MAINTENANCE:
Duvet Cleaning (Hft)     57
House Cleaning (Martina)     23
Oil Boiler Engineer (Nigel Block)     60
Painter & Decorator (Lawrence Plumb)     11
Plasterer (T O’Rourke)     52
Adams Renovations  20
Hestia Soft Furnishings     58
Building Contractors (Gaiger Brothers)     60
KFR (Refurbiz - used white goods)     46
K&B Snook Plumbing & Heating     64
Mike’s Tiling Service     50
Walking With The Grain Ltd (Flooring)     61
Richard Ellis - Tiling, Painting & Decorating    29
Window Cleaner and Home Makeover  32

GARDEN SERVICES:
Help in your Garden – Helen     17
Leaf & Lawn will tidy your garden     62
Bill Rowell Mowers      30
Tree Surgery - Trevor Hale      57
Tree Surgery – Tom Ashpole     59

PUBS/RESTAURANTS/CAFES/B&Bs:
The Cross Keys        2
The Rowdey Cow      55
Vine Cottage B&B       52 & 29

HEALTH AND FITNESS:
Clinical Sports & Remedial Massage     58
Active Plus for over 60s     27
The Tranquil Moment Health & Beauty     56
Beechwood Beauty     64
Wiltshire Mind     57
Theo Wildcroft Yoga Classes     56
Chiropodist – Jillian Newsom     30
Parkfields Homoeopathy     23
Rowde Runners     53
The Sycamore Centre     52
Clinical Hypnotherapist (Anne Ferguson)      6 
Helen Lee Homeopathy 27

PETS & LIVESTOCK:
Whistley Canine Country Club     56
House/Pet Sitter      53

MISCELLANEOUS:
Logs and Kindling      49
Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust     60
Nursery – Townsend Barn     37
Canal Boat Rental – Foxhangers     37 
Rowde Village Website       2
Wiltshire Council     56
Car Sales, MOTs & Servicing     57
Dolman Audio Visual (TV & Hi Fi repairs)    60
Claire Perry     62
4Children     37
Little Hands Made - Great Presents     29
The I Team Ironing Service      59
J F Chimney Sweep      65
And please remember to mention where you saw the 
advert when you contact any of our advertisers! Ed

J F Chimney Sweep
Devizes
Member of 

‘Institute of Chimney Sweeps’
Clean, Reliable and Professional service
Insurance certificate supplied with each sweep

Standard Sweep £35
Enquiries call James

07849 423883
Email: jfchimneysweep@outlook.com
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Allotments
Chris	Stevens,	Tel:	01380	738438
Bell Ringing
Friday evenings, Bell Tower, St 
Matthew’s	Church	at	7pm
Contact Richard Heath 
on	01380722379

Bingo
Mondays	8	pm	in	Village	Hall
Book Club
Meets	monthly	-	Ann	Swan	724788
Charities
Rowdeford Charity Trust
trustees@rowdefordcharity.org.uk
www.rowdefordcharity.org.uk
Church
St Matthew’s C of E
Rev.	John	Rees	-	Tel:	859646

Church Choir
Practice	Thursdays	at	7	pm
Nicola	Brown	722406
Church Wardens
Maureen	Hiscocks	Tel:	01380725406
Gavin	Moss	Tel:	01380729160
Clarence
0800	232323
Community Advisor 
Emergency Planning
Yan	Ellis,	Tel:	01380	
729540	or	07818	081737																									
Email:	yanellis1@gmail.com
Doctor
For list of doctors contact the 
Health Commission, Pans Lane, 
Devizes,	Tel:	0300	111	5717
Football
John	Dalley,	Tel:	727094
Footpaths
Ben	Bentley	01380	728360
Garage
Slades	of	Rowde	Tel:	01380727936
Good Neighbour Coordinator
Alex North 07557	922027

Hospital
Devizes Community Hospital
Tel:	723511
Ladies Club
Held in Village Hall on last Tuesday 
in	the	month	at	8	pm.
Mrs	Di	Buckland,	Tel:	723049
Local Councils
Wiltshire Council
Tel:	0300	4560100
Devizes	Town	Council	722160
Parish Council
Chairman - Mrs Jackie Bawden
Tel:	01380	720856
Clerk - Mrs Rebekah Jeffries
Tel:	01380	720988
PC Repairs - 07833696328
ian@pcdoctor-devizes.co.uk
Sunny Days Nursery
Contact	Liz	or	Sam	on	01249	
818824	or	01380	723991
Playing Fields
For	playing	field	bookings	
please contact the Parish 
Council	Clerk	on	01380	720988	
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Police
Devizes	Police		Tel:	101
Pubs/Restaurants
Cross Keys, Tel: 739567
George	&	Dragon,	Tel:	723053
Rowdey	Cow	Cafe,	Tel:	829666
Rifle Club
Practice Wednesdays, Matches 
Thursdays in Village Hall.
Mr	E	Bowden,	Tel:	728434
Rowde Court Studios
Ann	Swan,	Tel:	01380	724788	
Rowde Rainbows
Meet:	Tuesdays	6.15	to	7.15	
pm Contact: Ailsa Devon 
01380	850081	/	07966230810							
Email: ailsa_devon@hotmail.com
Rowde Riders
Wendy	Williams,	Tel:	721554
Rowde Runners
Meet	Sundays	at	9.30	am	at	the	
G&D.	Chippy,	Tel:	723053

Rowde Village Hall
Enquiries	-	Tel:	07926952631
Bookings	-	722497	(after	6	pm)
Rowde C of E Primary 
Academy
High	Street,	Rowde	SN10	2ND
Head teacher - Lorraine Colquhoun 
723991
Rowdeford Special School
Head Teacher
Ingrid	Sidmouth	Tel:	850309
Hft (ex Self Unlimited)
Rosa	Lancaster,	Tel:	725455
Sewing Circle
Ring	Yvonne	on	01380	728745
St Matthew’s Flower Guild
Liz Ibbetson, Tel: 720630
Flowers for all occasions, 
Weddings, Funerals & 
Anniversaries
TAXI 
R	H	Reeves	725072
Toddler Group
Village	Hall	Thursdays	9.30-11.30	
Tuesday Afternoon Club (60s+)
Held	in	Village	Hall	first	Tuesday	in	
the	month	at	2.30	pm.
Mrs	D	Ellis,	Tel:	722655
Veterinary Surgeries
Estcourt	-	Tel:	723687
McQueens	-	Tel:	728505
The	Paddock	-	Tel:	813202
Village Shop
Enquiries	-	Tel:	01380	739800
Website
www.rowdevillage.org
amanda@homegrownpigs.co.uk
Tel:	01225	704054
or contact Rebekah by email at 
rowdeparishcouncil@gmail.com
Youth Clubs
The	‘Rufi’	Club	-	Simon	Hughes,	
Mike Edmunds and Dean 
Faringday. 

Quick Reference Contacts and Village Guide
Listed below in alphabetical order are the various village organisations with contact names and telephone numbers
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Updating the Diary or Village Guide
If you would like to add an event to the Village Diary (this page) or amend an entry in 
the contacts page (opposite page), please email details to watters.alan@gmail.com 
or phone 01380 724788

Village Diary
7 November RALC Youth Club open (see page 6)
7 November Fireworks and Fun (see page 11)
8 November WW1 Museum Exhibits in Church 10am to 12noon (see page 12) 
9 November First Breakfast Experience (see page 29)
11 November ADVENT Course begins (see page 12)
12 November Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
12 November Poppy Trail ends (see page 33)
12 November Rowde Book Club meeting (see page 7)
15/16	November Christmas Open Studio (see page 50)
18 November ALPHA begins (see page 14)
21 November Hft Christmas Market (see pages 15 & 61)
21 November Christmas Shopping Evening (see page 19)
21-23	November Christmas Treats (see back page and page 48)
22 November Rock Concert in aid of RNLI (see page 49)
25 November Rowde Ladies Club Christmas party (see page 4)
26 November HIWAY Club Christmas party (see page 5)
28 November RALC Youth Club open (see page 6)
29 November TAPAS Night (see page 53)
5 December Evening Christmas Meal at the Rowdey Cow (see page 30) 
6 December Xmas Bazzar (see page 22)
6 December Christmas Fair (see page 52)
10 December Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
2015
14 January Parish Council Meeting - 8pm in Village Hall
31 January Charity Burns Supper (see page 26)
4 July Rowde Village Fete and Scarecrow Trail (see page 26)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0823 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1430 1550 1630 1720 1800 1835 
Chippenham Bus Stn  0812 0843 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1454 1622 1702 1752 1832 1904
Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0759 0842 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1444 1607 1707 1727 1817 
Devizes Market Place  0735 0805 0853 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1450 1613 1713 1733 1823 

ROWDE BUS TIMES (to and from Chippenham and Devizes)

Note: If going to Chippenham Railway Station, add 6 minutes to times shown
Times correct as at October 2014

Monday to Friday (except Public Holidays)

Rowde, Cross Keys   0743 0830 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1400 1530 1705 1800 1835  
Chippenham Bus Stn  0820 0854 1002 1054 1202 1254 1402 1424 1602 1737 1832 1904 

Rowde, Cross Keys   0730 0814 0914 0944 1044 1144 1244 1344 1517 1649 1822  
Devizes Market Place  0735 0820 0920 0950 1050 1150 1250 1350 1523 1655 1828 

Saturday



www.artatclevancy.co.uk See page 48 for full details




